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The Good, the Bad and the Creepy on Nehalem Bay

In nearby Wheeler, facing the Nehalem Bay, Old Wheeler Hotel owner Winston Laszlo says he's 
encountered several things in that old building he couldn't really explain. Sometimes, he said, he 
believes he sees someone in the corner of his eye, only to discover there's no one there.

Once, Winston was looking in a mirror in the hotel's public area and saw the reflection of a man 
sitting in a chair behind him. Winston says he turned around to look at the man, whom he didn't 
recognize as a guest, and there was no one there.

A pair of ghost hunters even came to the visit the place and took photos of what they believed could 
be "spirit orbs" just outside the basement area. Winston still has copies of these.

Winston and wife Maranne Doyle-Laszlo say the entire building seemed to be against them during 
the process of remodeling the ragged old construct into the first-rate hotel it is now. They had a 
nagging feeling a presence seemed to arrange one disaster and setback after another, such as 
when a window blew out in a storm. Then, one day, they say the building seemed to accept them, 
and reconstruction proceeded smoothly thereafter.  www.oldwheelerhotel.com   877-653-4683

In an email just before her visit, ghost hunter Martina DeLude told Winston that made sense. "Ghosts 
that haunt residential and business locations become very threatened when someone starts 
changing things that they are accustomed to. Some spirits actually become incensed when furniture 
is moved around. Just like the living, most spirits do not like change. Possibly, as soon as they 
realized that it was once again going to become a hotel - perhaps something they may remember - 
they decided to help you along instead of stifling your efforts." There's more on their investigation of 
the Old Wheeler Hotel at http://www.nwpprs.com/Investigations/Places02/OldWheeler.html

In other tales, Wheeler Antiques owner Garry Gitzen says a Wheeler woman, descended from local 
tribes, actually burned down her own house in recent years because disturbing spirits haunted it. 
She did this in lieu of tearing the thing down, never rebuilding it, with rumors floating about that 
Native American children had died in a fire in that spot in ancient times.

Not all is creepy here. According to Winston and Garry, there is a host of well-meaning spirits there 
known as the "Good Spirits of Wheeler," and Ekahni Books owner Peg Miller says the place is a sort 
of "spiritual vortex lite." They all point to something they call a "Wheeler Moment," where serendipity 
seems to suddenly appear. Locals talk of numerous circumstances where pleasant, happy 
coincidences popped up, assisting folks in some way. They all note various incidents where 
someone is discussing wanting to do something, and someone or some opportunity arises that helps 
things along - like the time the Garry and Winston were talking about creating a film festival, and they 
discovered a documentary filmmaker was staying in town.
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