
In addition, we are continuing our planning for our June 
2005 Reunion.  If you are interested in helping with any 
of these projects, please contact me at: 
brshafer@aol.com.  
 
I also want to welcome George C. Shafer as our new 
Vice President.  Arnie Shafer is now our association’s 
treasurer.   
 

 Bruce Shafer 
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C O NN E C T I O N 
S H A F ER   

Season’s Greetings!  I hope you are all well and enjoy-
ing the holiday season.  This is a time of the year that 
reminds me how important our families are to us.  It is 
also wonderful to have such a wonderful extended fa m-
ily of Shafer’s. 
 
As we look forward to 2004 the board of directors has 
established 2 new initiatives for next year:   
1. Publish a family directory (for individuals wishing 

to be listed) 
2. Complete an inventory of Shafer Family headstones

(all descendents of Casper’s), paying particular at-
tention to identifying headstones that are missing or 
needing repairs 

 
 We are pleased to present a CD version of Memoirs and Reminiscences in either Word Document (.doc) or in a version 
viewable with Adobe Acrobat Reader (.pdf).  The cost of this CD is $15.00.  All profits from the sales of these CD’s will 
go to our gravestone restoration projects. 
 Bruce Shafer scanned the 187 pages of the book and converted it to a text document.  It has been made as historically ac-
curate as possible.  One of the great advantages of having it in a Word document is the ability to do word searches to more 
quickly find passages of interest.  Also, having an electronic copy makes it easy to copy sections into your electronic ge-
nealogy program.  To get your copy please fill out the form on the last page and send a check for $15.00 payable to The 
Shafer Family Association for each copy you order. 
 Many thanks to Bruce for all the hard work.  I already have my CD and used it in the preparation of this newsletter.  It is 
really great to be able to find a reference from the book in just a matter of seconds!! 

Memoirs and Reminiscences Available on CD 

 
Merry Christmas to all our family and relatives, from the Greg Shafer family. Wanted to share with you a good service project idea 
you might head up with your local community, church, or school group.  
In September of this year, as a service segment of our weekend Church Youth Conference, we (some 40 youth and 10 adults) 
arranged to clean the headstones of our local cemetery. With non-abrasive brushes, wash rags, and soap water in hand, for 3 and 
1/2 hours we scrubbed and cleaned some 500 up-right headstones. To further engage the kids, we had them search out for prizes 
the oldest and youngest persons buried, the oldest and newest stones, the largest family, and the earliest war veteran. At the end 
we gathered and shared thoughts and feelings of our efforts  and service. Many of the youth commented how much they learned of 
those buried there and the feeling that their service was appreciated by those who had passed on. Was a great experience, and 
greatly appreciated by the cemetery staff! 
 



 Shafer Family Documents 
 A place to share census documents, wills, historical 
documents that give us clues to our history…. 

Inventory of Personal estate of Rev. Jos. L. Shafer, Decd 

1 Bond of James Deazley dated January 
16th 1839 

$4565.00 

Interest on same from April 1st 1853   1 
Yr 1 mo. 5 days 

300.32 

Monies received by Executors of the 
Trustees of Church for debt due from 
them to Decd 

703.08 

Monies on hand 76.78 

Watch & knife  10.00 

1 Wood Stove 3.00 

1 Work Stand 3.00 

3 Wei__ters 1.00 

1 Settee 2.00 

1 C__tre table  .50 

1 fluid lamp  1.50 

Carpet & oil cloth 5.00 

2 Window Shades .50 

4 chairs 1.50 

Shovel & tongs & vases         1.00 

carried over $5674.38 

Filed June 8th 1854 and recorded 
In Sussex Co. Surrogates Office NJ in Book H of Inventories page 920 Sc 
       Anderson Sgt 
     A true and perfect inventory and appraisement of the personal property of Joseph L. Shafer late of the 
County of Sussex mad by Jonathan F. Shafer and Stockton H. Shafer Executors and Daniel Griggs and John 
Linn two disinterested freeholders this fifth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty four.  

Brought forward $5674.38 
     Front Parlor  
1 Sofa 12.00 
9 chairs 13.00 
1 Stove 1.00 
1 Carpet & rug 20.00 
1 Stand 3.00 
1 Lamp  2.00 
1 Mirror 5.00 
1 Engraving & frame  2.00 
  Ornaments on mantel 2.00 
     Lower Parlor  
1 Map 3.00 
1 tables 2.00 
Oil cloth 4.00 
Stair carpet & rods 3.50 
     Dining room    
9 chairs 2.25 
2 tables 6.00 
1 Stove 3.00 
1 corner cupboard 2.00 
Lot _______ in cupboard 10.00 
1 clock 1.00 
1 Side board & contents 15.00 
2 Sets knives & forks 8.00 
Lamps & candle sticks on mantel 1.00 
1 Rag carpet 3.50 
Silver ware  38.00 
1 cake basket 3.00 
1 _____ ware  1.00 
Contents of pantry, _____         6.00 
 $5846.63 



Brought forward $5846.63 

     In Study  

1 table  6.00 

6 chairs 1.50 

1 map 1.00 

1 desk & table 1.00 

1 clock 1.00 

1 Rag carpet 1.50 

  Library of  Books 10.00 

2 __hins .75 

Dressing case 2.00 

Writing paper 1.00 

     Bedroof back of study  

12 chairs  6.00 

1 Bureau 4.00 

Window Shades .75 

Bed, Bedstead & Bedding 12.00 

1 Carpet 2.00 

Oil cloth, stair carpet & rods 1.00 

     Bed-room over study  

Bed & Bedding 20.00 

Bedstead 5.00 

Carpet 1.00 

Bowl & Pitcher .50 

Looking glass 1.00 

Carpet at head of stairs .50 

____ apprarel of _____ 20.00 

     Girl’s Bedroom  

1 table  30.25 

Bed, Bedding & Bedstead 5.00 

Carpet 1.00 

     In Upper Hall  

Oilcloth & Willow Basket         2.50 

 $5984.88 

Brought forward $5984.88 

     In Hall Bed-room  

Matrass, Beadstead & Sheets 5.00 

1 Trunk 1.50 

Looking glass .25 

     In Bed-room over parlor  

Bed & Bed clothes 15.00 

2 Stands 3.00 

Drum stove 2.00 

Carpet 5.00 

Candle sticks  .50 

24 Linen towels  3.00 

13 _____ ______ 3.00 

8 Linen table cloths 8.00 

12 napkins .50 

2 Counter panes 5.00 

2 White Spreads 2.00 

13 pair muslin sheets 6.30 

2 pair Linen Do  2.00 

5 pair muslin pillow cases .75 

8 pair Linen Do  2.00 

1 tub & ______ & ______ .25 

Wash bowl & pitcher .25 

     In Bed room over dining room  

Bed, bedstead & bedding  15.00 

Bead & Bedding 12.00 

1 cot .50 

6 chairs 3.00 

1 small glass & case .50 

Wash stand Bowl & pitcher .50 

1 Stand 1.00 

1 Drum & one carpet         2.00 

 $6085.88 



Brought forward $6085.88 
     Bed room over Back Parlor  
Small bed & bedding 5.00 
Wash stand & fixtures 1.00 
Looking glass 2.00 
     In the Garret  
1 Cradle  1.00 
1 Brass Kettle  2.00 
3 Shoulders,  Smoked 4.00 
7 Hams  12.00 
1 Bathing tub 2.00 
Brass Andirons .50 
Stove, drum & pipe 1.00 
Bed Stead & cord 1.00 
Lot of Bed-clothes 5.00 
     Kitchen & Cellar  
7 chairs 1.00 
Stove & fixtures 7.00 
2 tables .50 
Brass Kettle  .50 
Corner Cupboard & tea ware  3.00 
21 Smoothing irons 1.00 
2 Churns 1.00 
11 pails  .38 
5 Wash tubs 1.50 
1 Bowl of vinegar 4.00 
2 Kettles .75 
4 Butter tubs .40 
1 tub of Lard  4.00 
½ Barrel of fish 5.00 
Cask & pork 3.00 
Meat Bench & Boxes           .50 
 $6154.91 

Brought forward $6154.91 
     Out of doors  
One horse 25.00 
One cow 18.00 
2 heifers 50.00 
18 Barn fowls  3.00 
1 garden plow 1.00 
Shovels & spades 2.00 
2 hoes & Rakes .50 
Cast iron furnace .25 
60 Bu. Flour 37.30 
Leyette .50 
Rockaway carriage 50.00 
Slay 3.00 
Beehive .50 
Set Single ____ & fly net 9.00 
Lot of potatoes 1.00 
1 old wagon 5.00 
Sled & Box 5.00 
1 axe            .50 
 $6366.66 
Amount of money in hands of Mrs. Shafer       70.00 
 $6436.66 
  

  
J. F. Shafer   )   

) Executors 
S. H. Shafer  )  

  
Daniel Griggs  )  
                         ) Appraisers 
Jn Linn             )   

Sussex County      Jonathan H. Shafer and Stockton H. Shafer two of the executors of the Last Will and testament of 
Joseph L. Shafer deceased, on their several oaths say, that the above writing contains a true and perfect inventory of all 
and singular the goods chattels and credits of the said Joseph L. Shafer deceased as far as have come to their 
knowledge or possession or to the possession of any other person or persons for their use. 
     Subscribed & sworn to        )  
     this 9th day of June              ) J. F. Shafer 
     AD 1834 before me            ) S. H. Shafer 
     D Aui__ Anderson              )  
                  Surrogate           )  
Sussex County            John Linn, one of the appraisers of the appraisers of the above inventory on his oath saith that 
the goods chattels and credits in the said inventory dowers and specified were by him appraised according to their just 
and true respective rates and values, after the best of his judgment and understanding; and that Daniel Griggs the other 
appraiser, whose name is thereunto subscribed, was present at the same time and conducted in all things to the doing 
thereof; and that they appraised all things that were brought to their view for appraisement. 
     Subscribed & sworn the      ) 
     8th day of June AD              )            Jn Linn 
     1834 before me                   )  
     Daness  Anderson               )  
                   Surrogate          )  



   Most of the stories of Shafer family members 
associated in military service that have been published 
to date have reasonably happy endings.  The story of 
Finley Dawson Shafer1 (Robert2, Isaac3, Peter4, 
Casper5) story has a sad ending. Finley was seriously 
wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks in the Civil War.  
After the war he spent the last 10 years of his life in the 
New Jersey Asylum for the Insane (now Greystone 
State Hospital- see picture at right).  A more detailed 
narrative descendancy for Finley is included below.  
   Some mysteries still surround Finley’s life.  While he 
and his wife had two children, they were never 
enumerated together in any of the US Census.’  Why did 
this happen?  He also has not yet been found in the 
1870 census. Was he just missed, improperly indexed, 
or was he somewhere outside of the state? What happened to his children?  Did any of them marry and 
have children? These mysteries still need to be unraveled.   

 Finley Dawson Shafer 
 A Civil War Tragedy by Bruce R. Shafer 

Descendancy Narrative of Finley Dawson Shafer 
 

Finley Dawson1 Shafer.  Finley was born on 7 Mar 1830 at Hardwick, Sussex Co., NJ.,  He appeared on the 1850 
Federal Census of Wantage Township, Sussex Co., NJ, in the household of his parents Robert Turner Shafer and 
Elizabeth Turner.  He married Catherine Cole at Montague, Sussex Co., NJ, on 6 Feb 1855.,,  He appeared on the 
1860 Federal Census of Wantage Township, Sussex Co., NJ, in the household of his parents Robert Turner Shafer 
and Catherine Raub Hazen.  Finley D. Shafer was assigned to Company A, 65th NY Infantry Regiment during the 
Civil War.  He enlisted as a Private.  He was seriously wounded in action at Fair Oak, VA on May 31, 1862.  He 
was shot in the left shoulder with the ball coming out his back.  Some buckshot remained in him for the remainder 
of his life.  He was sent to the U.S. Hospital in New Haven, CT until about mid-January 1863, when he returned to 
service with his regiment at White Oak Church, VA.  He was absent without leave at several musters.  In 1864 he 
was sent to the Insane Hospital, Washington, D.C.  On August 5, 1864 he was admitted to the General Hospita l in 
York, PA and then returned to duty to be mustered out, which he did on September 12, 1864.  He was a Private 
when he was discharged.  He lived on 24 Jun 1878 at Wantage Twsp., Sussex Co., NJ.  He appeared on the 1880 
Federal Census of Morris Twsp., Morris Co., NJ, enumerated 25 Jun 1880. Finley D. Shaffer, age 47, was living in 
the State Asylum for the Insane.  His last occupation was listed as a miller.  Finley died on 24 Sep 1891 at the 
Asylum for the Insane (now Greystone State Hospital), Morris Plains, Morris Co., NJ, at age 61.,,  He was buried at 
Newton, Sussex Co., NJ. 
 

1  Jacob2 Shafer was born circa 1857 at NJ.  He appeared on the 1860 Federal Census of Montague Twsp., 
Sussex Co., NJ, in the household of his grandparents James R. Cole and Jane Cuddeback and with his mother 
Catherine Shafer.  
 
2  Jennie2 Shafer was born circa 1859 at NJ.  She appeared on the 1860 Federal Census of Montague Twsp., 
Sussex Co., NJ, in the household of her grandparents James R. Cole and Jane Cuddeback and her mother 
Catherine Shafer.  She appeared on the 1870 Federal Census of Montague Twsp, Sussex Co., NJ, in the 
household of her grandmother Jane Cuddeback and her mother Catherine Shafer.  She appeared on the 1880 
Federal Census of Port Jervis, Orange Co., NJ, in the household of her mother Catherine Cole. 
 

Prepared by:  Bruce R. Shafer, brshafer@aol.com, 19 Nov 2003 



 Descendancy Narrative of Finley Dawson Shafer by Bruce R. Shafer 
  

Endnotes for Descendancy Narrative  

Casper Schaeffer, Memoirs and Reminiscences together with Sketches of the Early History of Sussex 
County, New Jersey; with notes and genealogical record of the Schaeffer, Shaver, or Shafer family compiled 
by William M. Johnson (Hackensack, New Jersey: Privately Printed, 1907). 

Robert Turner Shafer-Catherine Raub Hazen family group record, downloaded from FamilySearch.org, 
submitted by Carol Ackley. 

Robert T. Shafer household, 1850 US census, Sussex County, New Jersey, population schedule, Wantage 
Township, sheet 223, dwelling 536, family 557, National Archives micropublication M432, roll 464.  

They were married by Rev. R. B. Lockwood. 

Schaeffer, Memoirs and Reminiscences, p. 141. 

Finley Dawson Shafer; Civil War Pension File #257696; National Archives. Widow's Declaration for Pension, 
dated 26 Feb 1892.  Catherine gave her date of marriage as 6 Feb 1855.  The file also contained a copy of 
their Marriage Record.  Both Finley and Catherine were residents of Montague at the time of their marriage.  
Finley was a farmer.  Only the month and year of marriage and pastor's name were provided.  

Robert T. Shaffer household, 1860 US Census, Sussex County, New Jersey, population schedule,  Wantage 
Township, Sussex Co., NJ, sheet 155, dwelling 31, family 31, National Archives micropublication M653, roll 
709, viewed at Ancestry.com image 65. 

Finley Dawson Shafer, Civil War Pension File #257696, information found on 1. Declaration for Original 
Invalid Pension dated 24 Jun 1878 and 2.  Letter from U.S. Adjutant General's office dated 10 Feb 1879.  

Ibid., Declaration for Original Invalid Pension, dated 24 Jun 1878. 

Finley D. Shaffer household, 1880 US Census, Morris County, New Jersey, population schedule, Morris 
Township, Enumeration District (ED) 119, sheet 144D, dwelling line 34, National Archives micropublication 
T9, roll 793.  

The cause of death was listed as "Dementia, Terminal Organic Dis. Heart" on his death certificate.  He was 
reported to have had this condition for the past 15 years. 

Schaeffer, Memoirs and Reminiscences, p. 141. 

Finley D. Shafer, Certificate of Death 1 Mar 1892. 

Ibid.  

James B. Cole household, 1860 US Census, Sussex County, New Jersey, population schedule, Montague 
Township, sheet 190, dwelling 282, family 282. 

Ibid., James B. Cole. 

Ibid., James B. Cole. 

Catherine Shafer household, 1880 US census, Orange County, New York, population schedule,  Port Jervis,  
Enumeration District (ED) 12, sheet 211A, dwelling 354, family Her date of birth was estimated from her age 
given on this census, National Archives micropublication T9, roll 910. 

James B. Cole household, 1860 US Census, Sussex County, New Jersey, population schedule, Montague 
Township, sheet 190, dwelling 282, family 282. 

Jane Cole household, 1870 US Census, Sussex County, New Jersey, population schedule,  Montague 
Township, Sussex Co., NJ, sheet 121, dwelling 89, family 89, National Archives micropublication M593, roll 
889. 

Catherine Shafer household, 1880 US census, Orange County, New York, population schedule, Port Jervis, 
ED 12, sheet 211A, dwelling 354. 



If you have items you would like included in 
our next newsletter, submit to:   
kate@young.net  
 
Or by snail mail:   
5813 Gates Mill Court, Midlothian, VA 23112  

Spring issue deadline:  03/15/2004 
Issues will be sent quarterly. 
Past issues available by e-mail. 

Association Board of Directors 
President,  Bruce Shafer  
e-mail BRShafer@aol.com 

Vice President,  George C. Shafer  
Treasurer, Arnie Shafer  

abshafer@comcast.net 
Membership Chairperson, Vanessa Ross 

e-mail  veejayne@aol.com 
Secretary,  Lynn Wesp 
e-mail   bwesp@ptd.net 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Pat Shafer, October 26, Mike Young, Ted Young, and Phyllis 
McCarthy, all December 25th.  Mike is the son of Ted & Kate, Phyllis is Kate’s late mom.  
All three were born Christmas Day!! And lastly, Bradley Ryan Schultz, husband of Deborah 
Lynn Shafer.  Happy Birthday one and all!  

BIRTHDAYS... 

Announcing the newest addition to the 
family of Vanessa and Joel Ross. Asa 
Franklin Ross was born Sunday, 12 
October 2003 at 4:40 am in Memphis, 
Tennessee to Jared Allen Ross, son of 
Vanessa and Joel, and Donna 
Satterlee Ross. He weighed in at 8 lbs 
4 ozs, and was 21 inches long. Mother 
and son are doing fine.  

News from Brandee West… 
 
Brandee has been working two 
jobs the past 2 1/2 months, but 
will start as a part-time, rather 
than adjunct, instructor at ITT 
this quarter.  
 
Jason and Cade are well, and we 
can see from the photo at the 
right, that Cade is enjoying the 
holiday season.  He will be 4 
soon... 

Congratulations to our 
editor, Kate Young (Katharine) for 
receiving membership in the 
National Daughters of the 
American Revolution this October. 
   In order to receive this 
recognition, Kate had to prove her 
blood lineage from herself through 
her ancestor, Peter Bernhardt 
Shaver.  It was no easy feat to 
show birth, marriage and death 
records for ten generations, and 
took many years of research to 
accomplish.  



NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
All descendants of Casper Shafer are by rights members of the Shafer Family Association. The newsletter is 
a separate subscription service.  The cost of the newsletter is only $15.00 per calendar year for e-mail sub-
scriptions, and $20 for snail mail.  The money from the newsletter goes to support the tombstone preserva-
tion projects already underway, with many others in need of repair or replacement.  It’s a great way to 
keep in touch with the large, extended family of Casper and Maria, and a great way to share the histories 
and mysteries of our ancestors.  It is also a fun way to meet and greet one another.  Please fill out the sub-
scription form on the back. Thanks! 

Mary S. Hoover 
   Mary Sayre Shafer Hoover, 95, 
of Hagerstown, Md., died 
Monday October 20, 2003 at 
Ravenwood Nursing Home in 
Hagerstown. 
   Born April 24, 1908 in 
Baltimore, she was the daughter 
of the late Archibald R. and Edith 
Hazel Sauerwein Shafer. 
   She was preceded in death by 
her husband, the Rev. Cyril J. 
Hoover, on March 15, 1982 and 
by an infant brother, Jerome 
Woodrow Shafer. 
   She is survived by one son, 
John Randolph Hoover of 
Pinesburg, Md,; one sister, 
Dorothy Norris of Cumberland, 
Md.; one brother, Dudley Shafer 
o f  C u m b e r l a n d ;  t w o  
granddaughters, Vicki Lynn 
Lewis and Cindy Eileen Edleblute 
both of Hagerstown; four great-
grandchildren, Robert E. Berger 
III, Dakota L. Edleblute, Jonathan 
A. Lewis and Austin L. Edleblute, 
all of Hagerstown; and nieces and 
nephews. 
   She was preceded in death by 
three sisters, Virginia Herrick, 
Edith Sharon and Mildred Offord; 
two brothers, A. Burton Shafer & 
infant brother Jerome W. Shafer, 
and one half-brother, Richard 
Phillip Shafer. 
   Funeral services were held at 
Minnich Funeral Home, and 
burial was in Rose Hill Cemetery 
in Hagerstown, Md. 

Lesta V. Condit  
   Lesta V. Condit, 84, Sarasota, 
Florida, died October 15, 2003. 
   She was born July 1, 1919, in 
Greendell, N.J., and came to 
Sarasota in 1973 from Andover, 
N.J. She retired as an accountant 
for Condit Motor Sales, Newton, 
N.J. She volunteered for Meals on 
Wheels and the Ringling Art 
Museum Gift Shop and was a 
member of Church of the Palms. 
   Survivors include a sister, 
Jeanne C. Roy of Sarasota. 
   A  memorial service and 
interment were be in New Jersey. 
 
Editors note: 
   Lesta V. Condit is the sister of 
our newest member, Jeanne 
Condit Roy. Her name was 
incorrectly published in the 
previous newsletter as Anna. 

Jane S. Holman  
   Jane Shaffer Holman, 91, of 
Batesburg and Saluda, N.C., died 
Friday, September 5, 2003 in her 
S a l u d a  f a m i l y  h o m e ,  
“Allowestee.” Mrs. Holman was 
born June 28, 1912, in Greenville, 
the daughter of Edward Tetry 
Hendrie Shaffer and Clara Barr 
Shaffer. She spent her childhood 
years in Walterboro. 
   Mrs. Holman is survived by her 
three children, Lucy Holman 
Bigby of Saluda, N.C.; James 
Blanding Holman II and his wife, 
Mary, of Lexington, and Terry 
Holman Henshaw and her 
husband, Don, of Columbia; one 
brother, E.T.H. Shaffer II and his 
wife ,  Virginia  Fr ipp,  of  
Walterboro; and her favorite first 
cousin, Marjorie “Boots” O’Steen 
Webb of Greenville.  
   Also  surviving are eight 
grandchildren; Harold Blanding 
Hempson, Julia Holman Ferillo, 
Leigh Kempson Magee, Elizabeth 
Holman Harbison, Otis Craig 
K e m p s o n ,  J a m e s  D o n a l d  
Henshaw, James Blanding 
Holman, IV, and Sherrard 
Henshaw Georgius. She is also 
s u r v i v e d  b y  1 1  g r e a t  
grandchildren. 
   Interment of ashes was at the 
Batesburg Cemetery following a 
celebration of her life. 
 



Christmas 2003  
Dear Family and friends,   

First of all Bill and I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a very Healthy and Happy New Year. 
We will be sending out our newsletter and Christmas Greetings first to those who have e-mail and then we will send by 
mail our newsletter who do not have e-mail.  
   Some have and haven't heard that our daughter, Kara,  was in a very bad  
accident which had almost taken her life in Nov 02. Bill and I had taken care of her when she was released from the 
hospital and Good Shepherd Rehab from Dec. 1, 02 and we cared for Kara until the middle of April, 03. Since Bill and I 
are handicapped it was very hard on us for those four and one-half months but God got us through. Kara was still under 
care of her MD's until the end of Nov. 03. Kara returned to work and resumed her state job December 1st of this year. She 
reapplied to Cargill and was interviewed for her 3rd interview and we hopefully hope to hear from Cargill after the 
Holidays and God willing Kara will be working for them sometime in 2004.  
   Well,  starting in December of 02 and January of 03 Lynn had a cousin in the Air Force deployed to Saudi Arabia and her 
brother, in the Marines,  was deployed to Kuwait. We thought that is where he was the whole time except he was on the 
front lines in Iraq keeping track of the convoys he was in charge of and relocating camping sites for them ( OH,  MY!! ). 
We are happy to report Lynn's cousin,  Laura Melick ( only 20 years of age ),  is back in Japan and her brother, Eric,  is 
back here in the States and planning to retire in about a year from now. It was his 2nd Gulf War and we think he has had 
enough.  
   The highlight in our lives started when Kara was able to return to her own home in April 03. Then on the last week-end 
of April we went to Lynn's name-sake's wedding. She is the daughter of a very best friend that Lynn had grown up with 
( her hubby too). There were many tears of joy that day and reuniting and reminiscing the old days. It was one of the most 
beautiful weddings we have ever attended and we had loads of fun at the reception. It was wonderful to see old friends and 
rekindle our friendships once again.  
   On June 28, 2003 we attended our 2nd Shafer Family Reunion ( Lynn is Secretary to the Shafer Family Association) in 
Stillwater, NJ. where her 6th Great Grandfather, Casper Schaeffer,  helped to settle Stillwater, NJ with his family. It is the 
most preserved, historical town of NJ. It was wonderful to see our cousins again and meet new ones. Lynn pooped out at 
the end and couldn't attend the Stillwater Walk.  
   Then the 2nd ( in our opinion) preserved , historical town would be in Oldwick, NJ where a lot of Lynn's ancestry helped 
to settle it ( originally called New Germantown). It was last year That Lynn had found out that her mother's mother's side 
are also of old ancestry in NJ whom also helped to settle many historical towns in Monmouth and Ocean Counties, NJ too.  
From June 29th until July 13th we went to Utah ( The Salt Lake has become smaller because of the drought but it has 
produced a beautiful color of pink and bluish-green algae). It was like looking at another planet from the air. We spotted 
some of the salt mines where they would flood an area, let it evaporate and collect the salt. This is where we get our winter 
salt from for our roads and walks. There were a lot of salt flats there too. We also saw the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake 
City. It was the largest building there and very awesome to see from the air.  
   We then arrived at Reno, Nevada where Lynn won 80 dollars at the airport. We rented a car and drove to Lake Tahoe to 
visit a very special friend of ours. The Lake was the most beautiful Lake we had ever seen. No other Lake could ever be 
compared to it with its crisp, clear air and its still covered snow-topped mountains along with the different blues and greens 
in the lake. We have traveled all over Europe,  the US, including Hawaii,  and the Caribbean and never saw a lake or a 
body of water so beautiful as Lake Tahoe. We went back to Reno and flew over the Grand Canyon. What a spectacular 
sight that was. We never realized it was that big and deep. Our next trip will definitely include the Grand Canyon by car or 
train. We then went on to Arizona where we visited our son,  Todd,  his wife,  Tracy and our grandsons,  Sean and Stefan, 
cousins and friends. Both Bill and Lynn went to visit very dear friends of ours in Tucs on,  AZ.,  Dotte and Cliff Virnelson. 
Dotte had a very rare,  malignant,  fast demylinating type of Multiple Sclerosis. We never saw anything like that in our life 
and we hope we never will again. Believe us,  we are glad Lynn does not have that type of MS. We visited with Dotte 2 
days before she passed on. We knew she was waiting to see us,  mainly Lynn,  before Dottee let go to b e with our Maker. 
We adored her very much along with her husband Cliff too. We never saw a man so in love and devoted to his spouse as 
Cliff was to Dotte.  



   We were able to see our grandsons several times in Mesa, AZ. Todd and Tracy purchased their 
first home there almost 1 year ago. Todd changed jobs and has a partial partnership with the new 

company he is trucking with now. His and Tracy's sons, Sean (age 7) and Stefan (age 10), made the 
honor roll this year again, even with their disabilities ( Sean has ADHD and a slight perception 

disorder, and Stefan has ADHD and is legally deaf ) Both boys are not in Special Education Classes and 
has the equipment they need in their classrooms. I was impressed since I once taught Special Ed many 
years ago in Toms River, NJ. Our daughter's son, Ryan, will be 13 soon in Jan. 04 and is on the high 
honor roll again ( distinguished). He plans to be an Eagle Scout at the age of 14 or 15. Lynn, also won 
$229.00 at a new Casino in Mesa, AZ., on a nickel one-armed-bandit, while visiting our son and family.  

From AZ we flew to Texas where we visited Lynn's sister, Leslie and hubby, and with several of our 
cousins and one of Bill's. Our Wesp and Townsend Cousins are very thoughtful and loving and so full of 

fun and laughter.  
   Last but not least, we visited with Bill's mom in Denver, NC ( about 30 to 35 miles North of Charlotte, NC ) and somewhat with 
Bill's twin brother, Ken. Unfortunately, we didn't have enough time to stay for a longer visit. We also had a family wedding to 
attend. It was a cousin by marriage of Bill's and what a beautiful wedding too. So very interesting and educational. It was a Hindu 
wedding. It was very beautiful and the most colorful wedding we have ever attended. It was fun learning about the Hindu customs 
of a marriage ceremony. It was also a family reunion of sorts too.  
   Since Lynn's MS is becoming a little worse and her arthritis also decided to take a nose dive and Bill's arthritis in his knees and 
poor circulation in his legs also has worsened ( he also has Persian Gulf Illness too) we decided to place our house up for sale. We 
have had some bites but not nearly what we are asking for yet. We found a house we want built in Casa Grande, AZ. so when we 
finally sell we plan to build and relocate to Casa Grande, AZ where we both plan to retire to hopefully in 04 or 05. Lynn has 
become so fatigued because of her MS that she have given up most of her day-care and tutoring business, except for having a very 
special, smart god-son, Joseph. He is the light of her life every day that she has him. After Joseph goes to school Lynn's week-day 
mornings consists of physical therapy and Horseback therapy. The rest of each day consists of Lynn helping a friend get to and 
from work, ceramics and Veteran and church meetings and Joseph after school. Guess Lynn is pretty busy. She does get to rest a 
few hours each day or she wouldn't be able to function.  
   Both Bill and Lynn are active with Vietnam Veterans of America on the Chapter Level and PA. State Level. Lynn is very active 
in our church where she still sings in our choir ( health permitting). She is on the Worship and Music Committee and a Board 
Member Of the Salem UCC Christian Pre-School. Lynn is also an assistant leader of her MS Support Group. Bill is the Treasurer 
for The UVO-United Veterans Organization of Monroe County- and the Treasurer for our VVA Chapter and Delegate of his 
chapter to go to the PA State Council to gather info for our Chapter and he heads an awards committee and attends other 
committees on the state level. Lynn is the recording secretary for our VVA Chapter and help out on committees and chapter 
events along by being an AVVA Rep and also attend VVA and AVVA State Council Meetings and on their many committees.  
We had a lovely Thanksgiving Dinner with Bill's brother, wife and his mother in Sherrill's Ford ,NC lake home and we also spent 
a few more days with Bill's Mom ( she will be 90 in Jan.04) before we headed up to Traphill North, Carolina to view the historical 
and renovated mill of Lynn's Great Grandfather Holbrook. The Holbrook Mill is over 275 years old and is now a bed and 
breakfast. It was handed down from one Holbrook son to another for many generations. We plan to spend a few nights or so there 
next year. Lynn did some genealogy and gravesite family exploring and even met a cousin of hers that she is several times related 
to through her many NC Families relations. We are looking forwards to spending some Christmas events with Lynn's Mom, Step-
father, Bert ,friends and our daughter and grandson, Ryan. There has been a party to attend every week-end through the 2nd week-
end of January of 2004.  
   Lynn's Mom and step-dad have done a lot of traveling again this year and had put together, every 2 years, a large WW II 
Reunion for the 6th time together. Her mom is now 77 and Lynn's step -dad has reached 80 and will be 81 in March, 04. They 
hope this year will be the last of their putting on the WW II Reunions ( P-47, The Orange Tails) where it is suppose to be someone 
else's turn but we will see.  
   Every year we cut down our own Christmas tree. We grow our own. Lynn will let a seedling grow and within a few years we 
have a beautiful one to cut down. If we are still here for Christmas of 04 Lynn has her eye out for the next one already. It will take 
awhile to sell our home since we are on a business-commercial property and commercial properties are slow moving because of a 
sluggish economy.  
   Lynn went out this year decorating our home inside and out. Bill helped too of course. So far it has been the best Christmas 
Season here for decorating.  
   We certainly had a very rough Winter ,Spring and Summer and part of the Fall in 03. It was the snowiest and wettest in the 
history of PA. We had flash floods where there weren't floods before. We were the luckiest in our area. We stayed high and dry 
and only lost one tree due to a wind burst. No damage to our home, thank-goodness. Others in our town lost several trees to 
floods, wind bursts and to a small tornado along with roof damages.. Here's to a better year in 2004. Please keep in touch and to 
all of our family and friends we hope you all know you are always welcome to visit with us anytime; our phone is 610-681-4678,
our e-mail is bwesp@ptdprolog,net and our address thus far is HC1 Box 40-A,Gilbert,PA. Love to all, Lynn and Bill 





MEMOIRS AND REMINISCENCES ORDER FORM 
 
 
YOUR NAME___________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY__________________________________  STATE___________  ZIP__________ 
 
Enclosed is $_____________ for ______ copies ($15.00 each) of Memoirs and Reminiscences.  
Please check which format you’d like:  _____.doc or ______.pdf 
 
Please mail your check or money order, payable to The Shafer Family Association, to:     
 
Bruce Shafer 
2825 Castle Hill Lane  
Green Bay, WI  54302 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 

MEMBER'S NAME(S):____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________ COUNTY___________________  

CITY_________________________________ STATE______ ZIP__________________  

PHONE:____________________________  E-MAIL ____________________________ 

Enclosed is $_______________ for subscription to the newsletter as follows:  

_________E-mail Subscription $15.00    _________Snail Mail Subscription $20.00 

If you would like us to send an application to a relative, please include their e-mail address and / 
or address: ___________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________  
 
Mail to Shafer Family Association,  
c/o Arnold Shafer 
154 Salem Road, Chambersburg, PA 17201-7803 

Subscription Renewals 
Annual subscriptions to the Shafer Connection will begin in January, and end in December each 
year.  In order to make our accounting simpler, we will be sending a bill out during January for 
the upcoming year.  If you wish to renew your newsletter subscription, please send your check to 
the address on the bill.  If you have paid your dues mid-year, your subscription will be prorated. 


