Monday, September 13, 2010
The Avonmore Borough Council met this evening at 7:30 p.m. at the Avonmore Municipal Building, 619 Allegheny Avenue, Avonmore, PA  15618 with the President of Council, Donna Jean Ventresco, presiding.  Also present were all members of council.
David Regoli, Borough Solicitor, Lucien Bove, Borough Engineer were also present. Aileen Reid, Borough Mayor was not in attendance.   
Motion was made by Michelle Shaffer and seconded by Cheryl Smith to accept the minutes from the August meeting.  With there being no questions or comments motion passed.
Mayor:

Not present (report attached)
Borough Solicitor:

Council met in executive sessions from 6:00pm – 7:00 pm to personal issues and pending litigation regarding Reynolds' Manufacturing.
Discussion about tax assessment appeal agreement from 2008 regarding Reynolds’ Manufacturing assessment is set at appraisal rate Solicitor Regoli will try to negotiate that it not be made retro-active.

A motion was made by Cheryl Smith and seconded by Brian Palmiscno to authorize David Regoli, Borough Solicitor, to execute and sign the joint petition on behalf of Avonmore Borough.  With there being no questions or comments motion passed.
Borough Engineer:

Discussion regarding flood map revisions – FEMA has again updated the flood map and it has been revised to include less of Avonmore Borough then the original updates.  Lucien Bove, Borough Engineer, will wait for FINAL revisions before letting residents know.  Flood Plain ordinance will need to be revised and Lucien will review and present to council before next meeting.  A flood plain administrator will need to be appointed and usually it is the Code Enforcement Officer who is appointed to this position.
Income surveys have been completed for 7th Street, 8th Street and Westmoreland Avenue from 6th Street to 8th Street by councilperson Dominica McKay and Lucien Bove will apply for CDBG Money that may be leftover.  Separate applications will for filled out for each street starting with 8th Street being in need of repair first, followed by 7th Street, and then Westmoreland Avenue.

Motion was made by Dominica McKay and seconded by Robert Banks to authorize Lucien Bove, Borough Engineer, to apply for CDBG grand on behalf of the Avonmore Borough.  With there being no questions or comments the motion passed.

Secretaries Report:

Proposal was submitted regarding the repairs to the roof at the Avonmore Senior center.  Only (1) proposal was submitted from Sam Deemer, Deemer Construction, in the amount of $1,800.00 council will move forward with the repairs.
A letter and invoices in the amount of $1,347.31 were submitted from Golden Opportunities for the repair cost that they incurred have the air conditioning units repaired.  Motion was made by Brian Palmiscno and seconded by Michelle Shaffer to deny repayment of the invoices due to the fact that repairs were needed due to neglect on the part of Golden Opportunities as the leasee.  With there being no questions or comments the motion passed.  Borough secretary will write a letter to Golden Opportunities to inform them.

Motion was made by Dominica McKay and seconded by Brian Palmiscno to authorize borough secretary to sign agreement with American Red Cross allowing them to designate the Avonmore Borough Civic Center an emergency shelter.  Donna Jean Ventresco, Cheryl Smith and Chief James Shaffer will be emergency contacts listed in the agreement.  With there being no questions or comments the motion passed.
Correspondence:

Finance:
Motion was made by Dominica McKay and seconded by Michelle Shaffer to pay the invoices for the month of September.  With there being no questions or comments the motion passed.

Recreation:

Letter will be written by Borough Secretary to ABS Athletics asking them to send a representative to discuss their plans for the upper ball field.
Garbage:

Buildings/Grounds:

Maintenance crew list of work performed for the month of August has been received.
Streets/Sewers/Lighting:

Borough secretary will get with Public works department to determine whether sinking on Indiana Avenue is the 
Police/Public Safety:

List of work performed for the month of August has been received.

Chief Shaffer has contacted the State police and surrounding area police departments to help out if needed during the festival.

Borough Secretary will contact Kiski Valley State Police and ask that a representative be present at the October Council Meeting to answer any questions the public and council may have regarding their patrol of Avonmore Borough.

Unfinished Business:

New Business:

Motion was made by Robert Banks and seconded by Michelle Shaffer that as a result of the council meeting in executive session prior to regular council meeting it has been decided in a unanimous vote to terminate employment of Officer Randall Cooper as of 09/13/10.  With there being no questions or comments motion passed.
Motion was made to authorize Borough Secretary to write a letter to Officer Cooper informing him of his termination and that he is to return all borough property to Chief Shaffer immediately.
Audience Participation:

Debick Family – Dispute with neighbors Mr. & Mrs. Emery regarding the paper alley that runs behind each of their properties.  Would like council to investigate the alley and determine who the property belongs to.  Would also like council to ask the Emery’s to remove no trespassing signs and brush they have placed in the alley to prevent it from being used.  Borough Solicitor and Borough Engineer will check into alley right-a-ways.  Borough Solicitor also recommended that citations that were issued to them from Chief Shaffer not be discussed during council meeting.
Jim/Erin Gould – Un-happy with results from the last council meeting they attended.  They feel like the local state police are not assisting them in their problems with the neighbors.  They feel that someone within the state police and borough is leaking information to the neighbors and would like something else done.  Borough Secretary will contact station commander and ask him to attend council meeting to give some information on what the next step to cleaning up the streets and the use of the state police with Chief Shaffer is not on duty.
Arelene Gordish – Concerns regarding playground during the harvest festival.  Council has decided playground will be locked at dusk and re-opened in the morning to prevent vandalism.

Motion was made by Michelle Shaffer and seconded by Dominica McKay to adjourn meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05.
