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CHAPTER 22

Macular Degeneration

SCOFE

Macular degeneration is a progressive disease of the
retina that results in a loss of central vision. It can have
a genetic origin, but most frequently is related to aging.
Treatment options are limited for the majority of people
with macular degeneration. Macular degeneration caused
by bleeding blood vessels may be treated with laser
surgery but the disease typically reoccurs. The use of many
different types of vision aids can enhance the quality of
life for people suffering from macular degeneration. Im-
proved diagnostic techniques and a better understanding
of the etiology of this disease may suggest measures to

prevent its occurrence in the slderly.
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