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Through the miasma of
mountain mists in India,
a zoologist investigates
the biology and
reproductive behavior
of an endangered goat,
the Nilgiri tahr

ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHS
BY CLIFFORD G. RICE

LAY ON THE WET GRASSY

hillside, the ever-present mist

swirling over me. Peering cau-

tiously over the crest of the hill,
I could barely see the outline of a group
of animals grazing and resting on the
other side. It was early in June 1978
and I was trying to study Nilgiri tahr
(a wild goat) on the rolling plateau of
Eravikulam National Park, in the
mountains of Kerala, southern India.
The forces of nature were making my
job a challenging one.

Wary and sure-footed creatures, tahr
are difficult to approach. Soft pads on
their hooves allow them to scamper
with ease about their rugged habitats.
I knew that if I moved closer to the
grazing herd, the animals would no-
tice me and disappear among the steep
cliffs below.

The mist cleared momentarily and I
could see the tahr moving slowly
across the slope to my right. Then
everything vanished in a gray haze.
Collecting data is difficult when you
can catch only glimpses of your sub-
jects. What I needed most was time . . .
time for uninterrupted observations.

There are three species of tahr: The
most numerous is the Himalayan,
Hemitragus jemlahicus, which ranges
from Kashmir to Sikkim and has also
been introduced in New Zealand. H.
jayakari, the Arabian form, is found
only in Oman. The Nilgiri tahr, H.
hylocrius, numbers about 2,200, scat-
tered through the Nilgiri Hills and ad-
jacent mountains. Because of its lim-
ited distribution and small popula-
tions, hylocrius is considered by the
IUCN (International Union for Con-
servation of Nature and Natural Re-
sources) vulnerable to poaching and
habitat destruction.

Dr. Rice lives in New Mexico, where
he is writing up data from his tahr re-
search. He plans to return to India to
study the sloth bear.







