[Reprint From Journal Boxnbéjs?:"‘Nei?;, Hist! Sodiety;” Vol. 85_('1L) 188 April 1988] )

In th ‘course ()f a” study on': the behavmur
and ecology of: Nl]gill ‘tahr” (Henutragus Hylo-!
crms) anecdotai ‘récords-were kept' ontahr
food hdbit§ as determined: by direct’ observa-

tion. The' study was carrled out i Eravikulam; -
National" mec ‘Kerald; Aﬁgust 1979 September”

1981 (Rxcc 1984) 5

Fmbs exceedcd ‘grasses in’ numbel oféspec:ies
w.ten by Nilgm tahr (Table 1), but” grasses
VWCIC taken i’ mich' greatel yolunie ‘than any
of the  torbs, shiubs or’ trect. "At Fravikulam,
Nﬂgm tahr were primarily grazers (Table’ 1)

N{lmrrtth s'ﬂOWed prefer’enoes for pﬁrticuiar
parts of ‘Cértiin platits. FOi' instance, {héy ate
only or mainly inflorescences of Hyperiéurt
mysonense : Bedicwlaris  perrottetii, Crotalaria
Jysonii, Carex lindleyana, Anaphalis lawii, Ana-
phalis bowrnei, and Eriocaudon brownianum.
This habit was particularly noticeable in the

casc of Anaphalis lawii and Eriocaulon brow:

nignun. When tahr grasped the flowering heads
of. 1hmp pldnt 5y, the entire plant (m thc first
cab(,) or..the wholc ﬂowcrmg stem: .(in the
second)” usually was: pulled: free. Rather.thasn
eating the portion of the plant hanging’from
their mouths, the tahr chewed through the
stems to drop the rest of the plant. On the
other hand, tahr took only the tender new
leaves of Gautheria fragrentissima while avoid-
ing -the mature leaves. The mature leaves had
a characteristic wintergreen flavour, but were
bitter.

Two uncommon plants which seemed to be
particularly well liked were Lacfuca hastata
and Impatiens toinentosa. -

There were some species which the tahr
seemed to avoid, or at least were never seen

to eat despite their ready availability. Such

“plants included Rhododendron arboreum and
the grassland species of Impatiens.
There appeared to be pronounced seasonal
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8 NO’FES ON THE FOGD HABITS OFf NILGIRI TAHR

PLAN’I‘S REooRbED “BATEN Y NILGIRE TAHR N
“Lise e Emvncumm NATIONAL - PARK ! i0 ]

opiidngt emdieded addd v e e i

Type

: ,Ranunculaoeae ~forb '’

Polygonaoeae "”fdi"ﬁ" &

i Hypencaceae i ghrubv

En ya ;apéitrca Sl Temstroemlaccge 1 shrub/; .

LR Rt AL i 15 P P00 2 BRI T TR T3 FHATEN , tree e
Imp@.cfgns‘ roniegiggsa_, 45 1,-Balsaminaceae, _"'f‘orb;

‘ Fabaoeae

Croralar uz scabrel[é
sHlubiacéas

Oldeitiandia sivertiozdés
Atidplialis "bourhei 111 - Compusitae:
Anaphialis:[@wiil-l: 10, Compositae -, .
Eupatorium adenopho: um Compositae

Lactuca akid = 711y f‘Oérﬁposnde’ i3 4 oforb
Wahlenberia gracilisii -1/ Campanulaceag: .. forb:
Lobelia sp. .‘f.,(}ampanulaceae forb ..
Vaccinium leschenaultii  Vacciniaceae., 'forb .
_Gautheria fragrantissima Eriacaceae "~ shrub-
Pedicularis perrotte(n Scrophulariaceae  forb
Sopubia: trifida:-i++ 1 ¢ Serophulariaceae.... forb
Str"ab’r’fdnthes:kun‘tkzimzu.g:,=— Acanthaceae - shrub..
Polygonum: chinense - s Polygonaceae. ... . forb
Elaéagnusikologd - i+ ~ Elacagnaceac;  forb
Curciligo iorchoides»: . - Hypoxidaceae: . ..; forb
Cyanotis sp.7~2# + <17 . Commelinaceae :forb
Eriocaulon brownianum  Ericcaulaceae forb
Carex lindleyana Cyperaceae sedge
Andropogon polyptichus :

var. deccanensis Poaceae grass
Chrysopogon zeylanicus Poaceae grass
Tripogon bromoides Poaceae - grass
Tripogon

ananthaswamianus Poaceae grass
Ischaemum indicum Poaceace grass
Arundinella mesophylla  Poaceae grass
Agrostis peninsularis . Poaceae grass
Arundinella fuscata Poaceae grass
Andropogon polyptychus

var. olyptichus Poaceae grass
Andropogon lividus Poaceac grass
Themeda quadrivalvis Poaceae grass
Themeda triandra Poaceae £rass
Isachne bourneorum Poaceae grass




MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

preferences for certain species: and/or plant -

parts. For example, after pre-monsoon burning
.of the grassland, the tahr eagerly took the fresh
regrowth of Chrysopogon zeylanicus by grasping
the leaf blades:and pulling out the whole suc-
culent stem.. However, as the blades matured,
less was taken. With the post-monsoon drying
of the g,rabsland the inflorescences were eaten

from time to time, and the Chrysopogon grow-
ing..in the wetter, low, lying arcas was taken

morei frequently. The. .grassland  dried even
more’’ during the winter (January-February)
and this was considered the time of lowest

tmagc quality for Nilgiri tahr. My sub]eotwe'
impression was  that the tahr’s rate of ‘move- -

mentwhile grazing: was much faster, sugges-
tmg a lower densntv of acceptdble food jtems.
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Normally they occasionally entered small shola
patches a few metres wide, but during the dry
season they penetrated up to 10 m into the
larger patches, browsing on trees and shrubs.

Nilgiri tahr feed on a variety of plants. Their
selection of food items in terms of species and
plant parts: probably reflects seasonal changes
in ‘nutritional quality: and availability. The
actual diet of Nilgiri tahr probably varies
considerably . between localities, as it does
for bighorn sheep (Shackleton & Shank, in
press). Nilgiri- tahr in much . drier lowland
habitats- are . pr:mar;]y browsers (Dawdai,
1978). ‘ '

I am grateful to N C. Nair, P. V Sreekuma]
and PVK.. Nambiar for ldentrfym . plant
speclmens ‘

B CLIFF(_)RD G. RICE
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