Arnold, Please VETO SB 861


SB 861 is a bill that will allow breed discrimination in California. Senator Jackie Speier introduced this bill following the tragic death of young Faibish in San Francisco. Speier gutted an existing prescription drug bill that was already halfway through the legislative process and amended it, turning it into a dog bill and effectively killing the prescription drug bill. Speier used this GUT and AMEND tactic so she could rush this bill through the legislature in RECORD time, thereby denying Californians a fair chance to learn about the bill and provide meaningful input into its effects and provisions. Senator Speier also made false statements to the Senate Local Government Committee, citing an attack on a toddler and blaming the attack on a “Pit Bull,” when, in fact, all news stories about the tragedy said the dog was of another, completely UNRELATED breed. In fact, dogs of all kinds have, unfortunately, killed or severely injured people. A few years ago, the nation mourned as Diane Whipple was killed in her apartment building by two PRESA CANARIOS, yet San Francisco did nothing at that time to address the problem of unethical owners and breeders and dangerous dogs. Counties should not allow dangerous dogs and bad breeders or owners in SOME breeds, but not others. All Californians should be held equally accountable for their actions.

SB 861 passed the senate floor on August 31 by a slim margin. This bill now heads to the Governor for his signature. If the Governor does not VETO this bill, it WILL become law, and counties in California will begin to implement breed specific legislation that will likely target Rottweilers, Akitas, “Pit Bulls,” Chows, Alaskan Malamutes, Mastiffs, American Bulldogs, and any other breed a county decides should be eliminated.  Even though SB 861 does NOT allow for an outright breed ban, it DOES allow for mandatory, NO EXCEPTION spay and neuter laws targeting specific breeds in order to control “potentially dangerous or vicious dogs.” All show dogs of these breeds may have to be spayed or neutered. In addition, such breed discrimination will likely cause the few insurance companies that have NO BREED DISCRIMINATION policies to finally cave and blacklist the targeted breeds, which will amount to a DE FACTO ban on targeted breeds (and any mixes that LOOK like they might have one or more of the targeted breeds in their genetic background). SB 861 could force Californians that own assistance, search, therapy, show, pet, working, or guide dogs to either euthanize their dogs or turn them into shelters. This bill will likely COST California millions of dollars in LOST REVENUE from dog shows and INCREASED shelter expenses. 
We, the registered voters of the STATE OF CALIFORNIA, implore Governor Schwarzenegger to VETO SB 861. 
	NAME and SIGNATURE
	ADDRESS (required for petition)
	PHONE (optional)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	NAME AND SIGNATURE
	ADDRESS (required for petition)
	PHONE (optional)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Page 2 of ____; This petition should be faxed OR hand delivered to: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ▪ State Capitol Building ▪ Sacramento, CA 95814 ▪ Phone: 916-445-2841; MAIN Fax: 916-445-4633 (9 a.m.-5p.m.); 2nd Fax: 916-323-8725

