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Platypus is a new international Journal of Critical 
Letters and emancipatory politics, dedicated to 

reconstituting the Marxian Left.

The Platypus A�liated Society organizes reading 
groups, research, and journalism focused on problems and 
tasks inherited from the “Old" (1920S—30s), "New" 
(1960s—70s), and post-political (1980s—90s) Left, for 
the possibilities of emancipatory, socialist politics today.
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“None of  the other  par ties,  none of  the other  c lasses  of  b ourgeois  so ciet y,  may lo ok clearly  
and op enly into the mirror  of  their  own errors,  their  own weak nesses,  for  the mirror  
re�ec ts  their  historic al  l imitations and the historic al  do om that  awaits  them. The work ing 
class  c an b oldly  lo ok truth straight  in  the face,  even the bitterest  self-renunciation,  for  i ts  
weak nesses  are only  confusion.” 

The Crisis  of  G erman S o cial   Demo crac y,  1915

Rosa Luxemburg (1871-1919) 
was a Marxist radical at the turn of the 
20th Century. Luxemburg was active 
in the German Social Democratic 
Party, the most powerful Marxist 
party in the world at the time of WWI 
(1914-19). During WWI the German 
socialists abandoned revolutionary 
M a r x i s m  and supported the 
nationalist war e�ort. Luxemburg 
was killed by the Right during the 
suppression of the revolution that 
began in 1917 in Russia and spread to 
Germany in 1918-19. Luxemburg 
wrote a scathing critique of this 
betrayal of the international socialist 
movement -- whose aftermath led to 
Nazism and Stalinism, and from 
which the Left has still not yet 

recovered to this day.
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