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Our Vision: This is the place ....
where you will experience Christ.

Cypress Lake
Presbyterian Church

December
2011

Christmas
Celebrations

Saturday, December 24th

Family Celebration
Pre Music 5:40 pm
Praise Service 6:00 pm

—
\yporship

Traditional Service
Pre Music 8:40 pm - Edison College
String Quartet
Traditional Candlelight 9:00 pm

Sunday, Christmas Day

A Service of Lessons and Carols
10:00 am—One Blended Service

BROADCASTING CHRISTMAS!
A 1940°S RADIO BROADCAST FOR ALL
GENERATIONS
BY Marti Suddarth

Come and hear the broadcast
From radio WJOY
If you have ever watched or
listened to Garrison Keller
on the Prairie Home Companion,
you will have some idea as to how this show
will be presented!

This is an intergenerational Christmas program
with congregation participation, children’s
choir (Angels Rock!), Gloria Choir, sound

effect people, singing, Puppets in Christ as the
“End Men”, and Douglas Parker jamming

on the piano...

Rachel Carrier will direct the drama, music and

all that is left is for you to attend.
Sunday afternoon, December 11%, 2011 at

4:00pm in our Sanctuary.

All Congregation Christmas Carol Sing!
This year we have a Christmas

December 18™ 4:00-5:30pm

$ Uy
. A 7
Carol Hymn Sing/Popular .
Seasonal songs planned for you! d‘[’c .b‘\\
We need all of you to come and 6 -2
participate as we sing the old familiar hymns of the
season, children’s favorites, and take the time to be

together in peace and in contemplation as we honor
the season of the Birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

The Gloria Choir, Angels Rock and Youth Group
will be participating. We will enjoy cookies upon
arriving back at CLPC following this time of
simply singing and sharing as we are preparing for
the time of the Birth of Jesus.

Mark your calendar and join together as one voice
this Christmas ...please invite a friend or neigh-
bor....remember our Unbinding Your Heart? Here
is an opportunity to ask, receive, and share the love
of Jesus Christ as it was intended!

For many years, our CLPC family
has donated Poinsettias in memory &
of loved ones to decorate the

Worship Center. This year, the — —

Worship Committee is asking that
instead of flowers, you consider
donating a minimum of $5 to the Food Pantry in
memory of a loved one. Please make your check

out to South Fort Myers Food Pantry
Coalition. In the memo section, write the name of
the person being honored.
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Save The Date
L) for the Presbyterian Women’s
K N Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner!

SpaghettiDinner  priday January 20™2012
Dine In 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Take Out - 5:30-6:30 pm

Come join us and bring your friends on Friday, January
20th for our spaghetti dinner. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for children under 10. Tickets will be on sale
mid December.

A A A A A4 .A
ARAABRBAA

Martha Circle will meet on December 13th at |
the home of Carolyn Hornung at 10:00 am.
Please call for directions at 466-7818.

Y- Presbyterian Women
- December 2011

5™ 9:30 am  Project Linus (Library)
1:00 pm Board Meeting (Library)

8" 7:00 pm  Eve Circle

13" 9:30 am  Martha Circle
12:30 pm  Esther Circle (Fellowship Hall)

14™ 10:30 am  Presbyterian Women Gathering
11:15 am Program - Safe Haven
12:00 pm Luncheon - Hosted by
Esther Circle

25t Joy to the World - The Lord is Born!
Merry Christmas



mailto:mail@clpc.us 
www.clpc.us 
mailto:clint@clpc.us 
mailto:rachel@clpc.us 
mailto:steve@clpc.us 
mailto:ginny@clpc.us 
mailto:karen@clpc.us 
mailto:julia@clpc.us 

ANOTE It’s the most wonderful time
FROM THE of t_he yea(...l’m dreaming of a
PASTOR wr_ute Christmas...O come, all ye
faithful. The Christmas songs are
so wonderful to hear on the radio or on Christmas
specials or in church on Sunday morning. The cable
is carrying It’s a Wonderful Life and Rudolph, the
Red Nosed Reindeer. And yes, there are the wonder-
ful decorations and Christmas lights (even if it IS 75
degrees outside). All of these things (and more)
make many of us excited about the coming of Christ-
mas. I know that for me, it floods my mind of mem-
ories as a child when I counted the days to Christ-
mas...it is SO exciting. But it brings up a challenge
each year. In getting so excited about Christmas we
miss the gift of Advent...the time of preparation!

In the church we celebrate this time known as
Advent as it is a time when we are supposed to be
getting ready for Christmas, but not yet celebrating
Christmas, as we are waiting for the birth of the
Christ child! When I was young, our church
NEVER had Christmas music until after sundown on
Christmas eve as it was simple, Jesus had yet to be
born. Truthfully, I think they missed an opportunity
to build the excitement of Christmas after all, just
hearing the Christmas music makes many of us feel a
little excited inside...like a child that cannot wait for
the special day. But their point was well taken.

In our society today we do not like to wait. In
fact, we rather detest waiting. Just think of a long
line at the grocery store or at the bank or even at
Disney World. We don’t like to wait for a picture to
load up on our I-Phone or for our computer to boot
up or for a page to print. We don’t like waiting on
the phone for a “real person” to answer and we sure
don’t like to wait in traffic. We are a society that
detests waiting BUT Advent is about just that, wait-
ing. As Christians we are called to wait...to

prepare...to get ready for the birth of Jesus.

As Christians we all know that Christ has
already been born...Christmas has truly come and
gone...but we still wait. Now we wait for the
promised return of Jesus. Now did I mention, we
don’t like to wait!?! Some of us just ignore the fact
that Christ will return. Others just act as if that
doesn’t matter. Still others use fancy mathematical
formulas, sell everything they own, go stand in a
field on the “appointed day” and then look embar-
rassed when they find that they were wrong. We
don’t like waiting, especially if we don’t know how
long we have to wait! But we are called to Advent,
year round, to wait for the return of Christ.

How are you at waiting? How are you at spending
your time in line? Are you ready for Christ...right
here...right now? What if Christ returned today?
We can’t jump ahead to the end of time...like
refusing to wait for Christmas. We simply must,
well, wait! While we wait we sing songs to our
Lord, we pray to our Lord, we read the Bible, we
help one another, we feed the hungry, we wait, but
we actively wait...doing God’s work. In fact, God’s
work can BE in the waiting!

Christmas is only a few days away, and it will
come quick. But this Christmas, try not to get so
caught up in what is about to come that you lose
sight of the joy that is in your midst, the gift of the
present. This Advent, wait...watch...pray, but most
importantly get ready for Christ. Not just the baby
Christ, born in the manger, but a grown, triumphant,
powerful Christ that will usher in a new world. And
only God knows the day and the hour when that will
happen!

Happy Advent! Happy waiting!
Pastor Clint

Praise Team and
Chick-Fil-A

' Bdhdﬁ CLPC Praise Team will

be singing God’s Word at
Chick-Fil-A (U.S. 41 & Cypress Lake Dr.)
from 10:00 a.m.-12 noon on
Saturday, December 17th, 2011.

»zox0XQXOva9XoXQXOXoXQXOXQXOXOXQXQXQXOXoXQXOXQXO}0}0}0}0}0}9}0}0}0}0@
ral

'8 . 8!
'8 Blood Drive

Pat
03 &S
& o &
I:} The next Blood Drive will be I:}

::}Sunday, December 4th from DIRIVE ¥

S
% 8:15-12:45 pm. (S
3 3
ral (>
::j Please call Tim Baldwin for an appointment :::
::j at 415-2827. Give the gift of Life!! :::
(S 3

fOOVOVOOVDOVVVOVVVVVVVOVVVOVVVOOVOVL



Flower Sign-Up

The 2012 Sunday
Worship Flower
Sign-Up Chart is now
open. You’ll find it in the north wing of
the Narthex, past the women’s restroom,
next to the water fountain. 2011 still has
many open spaces. There are 2 spaces
per week (pulpit & lectern). Follow the
instructions by Charts, put payment in the
envelope, then in lock box. You may
pick up your flowers after the last service
on Sunday or leave them and flowers will
be donated to shut-ins/hospitalized
members and friends of CLPC.
For further questions,
call the office at 481-3233 or
Kirk Charles at 910-7758.

Chick-Fil-A Night — Volunteers needed
No special skills needed!

The first Tuesday of each month from 4pm — 7pm is
CLPC Chick-Fil-A night at the Chick-Fil-A
at Cypress Lake and US41. CLPC receives
100% of the proceeds from the Wheel-of-
Fortune and 15% of all sales! Additional
volunteers are needed to man the Wheel.
Please see John Nance or call him at
770-2384. Thanks

Tuesday

December 13th

7:00 am at Sunflower Cafe

Thank you to each person who helped make
miracles happen again this year with your prayers,
your monetary support, and your lovingly packed
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child. The
Bible assures us that “the prayer of the righteous
person has great power and wonderful

results” (James 5:16, NLT). If
one fervent prayer is so powerful,
imagine what millions can do.
That’s why prayer is the most
important thing we ask people to
do when they pack their shoe
boxes. Please pray for each child
who will receive a shoe box and
ask God to touch that child’s heart. That’s where
the real power of Operation Christmas Child lies—
in God’s answer to those millions of heartfelt pray-
ers. This past year, Samaritan’s Purse collected
more than 8 million gift-filled shoe boxes that were
distributed in over 130 countries around the world.
That means millions of children have experienced
the truth of the Gospel, which they will share with
their families and friends. To God be the glory!!!

Flower Guild

The CLPC Congregation bestow our thanks and gratitude for the humble v
service of flower preparation and deliveries every week (year round). Our @Q&&7s
Florists are: Eleanor Bartoe, Dee Cords, Jean Dodd, Sally Fontaine, Terry &Y
Miller and Nancy Wheeler. Flower delivery to shut-ins/hospitalized are

Cathy Andersen and Hannah Cho.

Thank you again for sharing your God given gifts. If you are interested in joining our Flower Guild,
please contact the office at 481-3233 or Kirk Charles at 910-7758.

: F/owers




The Chief .
Last week I walked into the classroom to a puzzled face. Trinity, (age 4) looked up &,ﬁ Hnven
at me and said. “Ms. Julia where are your feathers?” I returned a puzzled look and v ,

i asked her “What do you mean? Does your teacher need feathers for a craft or are N
X you working on something special by yourself?” Trinity replied “No; aren’t you a N
Chief? You are supposed to wear big feathers around your head.” After a lot of

laughing, I asked her why she thought I was an Indian Chief. She said “Well, my
teacher said that if | wanted something I had to ask “the chief” and she said you were one.”

Be Ye Kind One To Another

Daniela (age 3) was very sad one day after her mother dropped her off. Kiana (age 3), who is
only a couple pounds heavier and maybe an inch taller than Daniela, picked Daniela up and
placed her on her lap. She began to rub Daniela’s forehead and tell her “it’s okay, your mother
will always come back for you because she loves you sooooooo much.”
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SUNDAY SCHOOL _— We are into our { ‘hristian May the wings of faith uphold you
“regular” curriculum (after I finally ordered JK,ducation When your cross is hard to bear,
the correct stuff). There are three classes at urrent As tempta ons surround you,
this point: Preschool, Grades Kdg.-Grade 4, Events And no one seems to care.
and Grade 5-12. The “many grades in one May the wings of faith surround you
class” has been a real problem, esp. in the 5-12 grade class. And shield you from the pain
We really need at least one more teacher (two would be much When sorrows overcome you
better) so we could split that class into grades 5-8 and 9-12. A And teardrops fall like rain.
“team” would be great...less work, able to trade off on lessons May you know that God is with you
and days needed to be here. Please think about it and pray In - mes of deep despair. -
really hard. May the spirit, who's within you,

Confirm that He is there!

WONDERFUL_WEDNESDAYS — A new version of WW May the valley of the shadow

Provide angels unaware...
May the wings of faith uphold you
When your cross is hard to bear.

began on Nov. 15™. We are having meals for the children and
youth only, and continuing their programs. On Nov. 30" we
will begin our Advent programs with the children. We are
doing four weeks of study about “the Annunciation”, the
“Angels”, the “Shepherds”, and the “Holy Family. We will be
singing, doing drama, making Advent Wreaths (1 per family),
and learning about the people involved in this most festive
celebration.

Poet, Clay Harrison

We will pick up the adult program when our bldg. is finished.
In the meantime, think about a way we can get people to help
prepare and clean-up on Wednesday evenings. Also let me
(Miss Ginny) know what you would like to study when we
start back.




1 lth
13
15

1 6th

19th
2lst

22nd
23rd

24"
2 6th
27th
3 l st

irthday

Wishes

Michael Hornung
Arden Miller
Laura Winstel
Jean Dodd
Marvin Birdt
Dolores Warren
Raj Naidoo

Kay Hill

Steuart Botchford
Tommy Kendall
Lily Kendall
David Welsh
Jean Shell

Lynne Birdt
Julie McFadden
Stephanie Ames
Ruth Hartman
Jim McFadden
Shelby Geist
Jessica Gross
Bob O’Neill
Hayden Burley
Rachel Carrier
Krista McAloose
Amanda Johnson
Katherine Welsh
Ray Kenney
Emma Hayman
Don Tschanen
Joanne Daume

12/03

12/16
12/21
12/29
12/30

nniversary

Celebrations

Donald & Lois Siemon
Charles & Kelly Hayman
Rich & Marietta Meacham
Dorothy & Tom Wilson
Richard & Elizabeth Colvin
Jim & Ashley Winstel

Rick & Sharon Werner
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GIN... and other “spiritual” matters,

Where does the time go??? Ask a 5-yr. old and they will tell you, a day after their 5™ birthday, they are “almost
6”. Ask a teenager waiting to get his/her driving permit and they will tell you that “time drags”. Ask the parents of a
teenager and they will tell you either “not quick enough” or “too soon” depending on which end of the teen yrs. their
youngster is. Ask a retiree and they will tell you “it flies by.”

It seems like only a month or so ago that we at CLPC celebrated Easter, VBS, beginning of Sunday School and
Fall Fest (oops, that was only a month ago). We are now in such a joyous time of year...Advent and Christmas. During
Advent we wait and prepare for the birth of the Christ Child. During Christmas we celebrate and share the birth of
the Christ child.

How are you waiting, preparing, and getting ready to celebrate?
I’m waiting...
until Dec. 1% to put up any Christmas decorations (personal stubbornness)
to mail gifts until the last possible minute (procrastination)
I’'m preparing...
by making sure I can afford presents before I buy them (cr.card phobia)
by baking and making presents (more fun and less expensive)
I’m celebrating/sharing. ..
by inviting friends to church
by laughing with and feeding my friends in my home.
But mostly, I am concentrating on the Christian meaning of Christmas by joining with my CLPC family at church activ-
ities...Sunday services, Christmas Programs, bell and choir practices, caroling in the neighborhood, and wishing every-
one a Merry Christmas (as opposed to Happy Holidays).

I hope you will have as much joy waiting, preparing, celebrating and sharing the birth of our Savior with your
family and friends.

A Joyous, Peaceful, Fun, and Merry Christmas to you all !!
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Deacons Corner ON o~ -
” CLPC Members, Friends & Staff,

Each and every Sunday, I’m sure all of you ©
enjoy seeing the beautiful flowers in the °
sanctuary. What you might not know is that 0
these flower arrangements brighten up the Ac9
day not only for those attending weekly services, but also
members who are ill, injured, or homebound. We deacons God Bless,
have the pleasure of taking flowers to these members of our Becky Potts
church family on Monday mornings. We visit them at their
home or nursing home and sometimes in the hospital. The |
flowers are a wonderful reminder that their church family is

Thank you for your prayers, cards, gifts
and flowers during my recent hospitali-
zation. It is great to be part of such a
loving church family.

N
thinking of them and really perks them up. Flower arrange- \\ ) //
ments can be purchased for only $25. - <4
AVAY

Besides your prayers, this is a great way to get involved in

the joyful mission of the church and in doing so, you can

help spread God’s love and hope to those who need it most

in our church family. R E




Life Line Screening’s Mobile Health Testing Units Are Coming
Where: Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church
When: Thursday, January 12, 2012

Stroke and other serious problems can be avoided and treated before they become life
threatening. That's what makes Life Line Screening such a valuable service. Over 5 mil-
lion Americans have already taken advantage of these important screenings—and with
good reason. 80% of strokes are preventable. —Source: National Stroke Association 2007
Cardiovascular disease is the #1 killer in the United States and a leading cause of permanent disability. The
National Stroke Association states that your risk of stroke doubles each decade after age 55. Unfortunately,
many significant vascular problems go undetected until it is too late. Now you have the opportunity to screen
for potential strokes, aneurysms and heart disease before they become life-threatening.

Stroke/Carotid Artery Screening - Ultrasound evaluation of the carotid arteries that screens for buildup of
fatty plaque — leading cause of stokes.

Heart Rhythm Screening (Atrial Fibrillation) - Painless 6-lead EKG that can detect an irregular
heart rhythm. Atrial fibrillation increases the risk of stroke 5 times.

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening - Ultrasound is used to screen for the presence of an aneurysm
in the abdominal aorta that could lead to a ruptured aortic artery.

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening - Evaluates for peripheral arterial disease (plaque buildup) in the
lower extremities. It is 4-5 times more likely you will die from heart disease if you have peripheral arte-
rial disease.

Life Line Screening will complete all 4 vascular screenings for only $139. Add an osteoporosis screening for
only $10 more. To compliment their ultrasound screenings, Life Line Screening now offers finger-stick blood
tests for Cholesterol, Glucose, and Liver Enzymes.

You may think that your physician would order these screenings if they were necessary. However, insurance
companies typically will not pay for screenings unless there are symptoms. Unfortunately 4 out of 5 people that
suffer a stroke have no apparent symptoms or warnings signs. That is why having a Life Line Screening is so
important to keep you and your loved ones healthy and independent.

Life Line Screening now offers 6 for Life—a disease risk assessment that predicts your risk in the of develop-
ing 6 chronic conditions: heart disease, stroke, heart failure, type 2 diabetes and if a smoker... lung cancer
and COPD. The test includes finger-stick blood work for complete lipid panel and glucose levels and simple
biometric screenings. Add to any Vascular Screening Package for $70.

Pre-registration is required. Space is Limited!

Schedule your appointment by calling 1-800-324-1851 or by visiting
www.lifelinescreening.com/cormrnunity-partners Use Priority Code HSC3215

REVERENDFUN.COM COPYRIGHT G4, INC

The Christmas Heart

“Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a
wide open heart that thinks of others first. The birth of the baby
Jesus stands as the most significant event in all history because it
has meant the pouring into a sick world of the healing medicine of
love which has transformed all manner of hearts for almost 2,000
years ... underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating
Christmas heart.”

—George Matthew Adams

Thanks to Josiah Gilman

LEPERS ... | HEAL LEPERS
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

| Ana Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
: which is called Bethlehem.....

Luke 2:4

| This beloved Christmas carol is from the pen of one of America’s outstanding preachers of the past century,
| Phillips Brooks. O Little Town of Bethlehem was written in 1868, several years after Brooks had returned

| from a trip to the Holy Land. The experience of spending Christmas Eve in Bethlehem and worshipping in
| the Church of the Nativity, thought to be the place of Christ’s birth, made an indelible impression upon the
| young preacher. Three years later, while pastor at the Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he

| was searching for a new carol for his children to sing in their Sunday School Christmas program. The still

j vivid memory of his Holy Land visit inspired Brooks to write this text.

| On the evening before the program was to be given, he suddenly awakened from his sleep and quickly com-

test of time.

O little Town of Bethlehem How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light-

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

May you all enjoy this Christmas Carol and keep the

PEACE of Christ in your Life!

Merry Christmas......... Rachel Carrier, Director of Worship and Music

|
[
|
|
[
|
|
[
|
|
[
|
|
I posed the present melody. It was published in 1874 and is the only one of his compositions to survive the |
|
|
[
|
|
[
|
|
[
|
|
[

No more goodies to feast on. Real @ “
sorry to see the Wednesday night pas
dinner put on hold! I enjoyed what

Harold and Tom left for me. A

great big thanks to these two men

and their kitchen helpers. Thanks a bunch!!

Good to see our winter members and friends back;
and the pews are starting to fill up!

That was a great solo Rick Strickland performed
for us a few Sundays back in November. What a
voice range! I even shed a tear or two....

Hope you all have a blessed Christmas and I will
see you in January!!

While they were sleeping

It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were

doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were “keeping watch over
their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Was it chilly? Were they
tired? When angels appeared with news of a Savior, had the
shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a good
joke?

How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordi-
nary night became the turning point of human history. How
remarkable that God chose to set his great rescue plan in
motion when only a young couple was paying attention and
only a few shepherds were awake.

God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if he’s
there or if he cares. The Christmas story tells us that God
works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the dark, often
while we’re sleeping or going about our ordinary routines.
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Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God
for church ladies with typewriters. These sen-
tences (with all the BLOOPERS) actually
appeared in church bulletins and were
announced in church services:

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the
choir. They need all the help they can get.
The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the
Water.” The sermon tonight: “Searching for
Jesus.”

The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet
Thursday at 7 p.m. Please use the back door.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 p.m.—prayer
and medication to follow.

The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes
meals.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shake-
speare’s Hamlet in the Church basement Friday
at 7:00 p.m. The congregation is invited to
attend this tragedy.

Chancel Guild
December 2011 Schedule

2nd Irene Thiessen
Betty Schaarschuch

9th Audrey Wilson
Jean Shell

16th Jackie Oestriech
Dorothy Troy

23rd Doris Houston
Rebecca Potts

30th Irene Thiessen
Betty Schaarschuch

If you can’t work your day, swap with
someone or call me. Thanks for your
continued help.

Irene Thiessen, Chancel Guild
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THE PASTOR'S CAT...

Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his church.
He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come
down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc.

The kitty would not come down. The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the
pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down,
he could then reach up and get the kitten.

That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car. He then figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree
would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he moved the car a little further forward, the rope broke.

The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly sailed through the air - out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody had
seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, 'Lord, I just commit this kitten to your keeping,' and went on about his business.

A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He happened to look into her shopping
cart and was amazed to see cat food. This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, 'Why are you
buying cat food when you hate cats so much?'

She replied, "You won't believe this,' and then told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept re-
fusing. Then a few days before, the child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God gives you
a cat, I'll let you keep it." She told the pastor, 'l watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a
cat. And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the
blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her.'

Never underestimate the Power of God and His unique sense of humor.
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