
          Join Us For 
    Lenten Activities 
 

          Maundy Thursday 
                 April 21st 

Drama - 6:00 PM 
        

                                               Good Friday 
                         April 22nd 
            12:00-3:00 Open for Prayer 
                Office Closes at Noon 

 

Easter Services-April 24th 
7:00 AM - Sunrise Service –CLPC hosts at 

 Edison College 
8:00  AM- Prayer Service  
9:00 AM - Praise Service 

11:00 AM - Traditional Service 
 

Monday, April 25th - Office Closed 
 

 

March  
2011 The Courier 

Our Vision:  This is the place  
where  you will experience Christ. 

Cypress Lake 
Presbyterian Church 

Al & Jan Gavenda 
11174 Laughton Circle 
Ft. Myers, FL 33913 
239-768-3074 
algavenda@embarqmail.com 
 

Nola LaRose       Carl & Betty Strom 
1242 Stadler Dr.      13863 Bently Circle 
Ft.Myers, FL  33901      Ft. Myers, FL  33912 
239-565-2353       239-482-4005 
nolalacose@aol.com 
 
Kevin & Diane McFadden   Melissa Wisniewski 
9710 Cypress Lake Dr.       19090 Flamingo Rd. 
Ft. Myers, FL 33919       Ft. Myers,  FL  33967 
239-482-8221        239-362-3767 
kdbmc@comcast.net       melannewis@yahoo.com 
 
Ronnie Wisniewski, Jr. 
19090 Flamingo Rd. 
Ft. Myers, FL 33967 
239-362-3767                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PERFORMANCES OF OUR TOWN 
 

The CLPC drama readers’ theater will be present-
ing a reading of Our Town by Thornton Wilder 
on Friday and Saturday, April 8 and 9 at 7 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  Tickets for the performance are 
$8.  Discounted rate for students with ID is $5.  
Call the church 
office, 481-3233 
for further  
information. 

Cypress Lake High School 
Center For The Arts-

Chorale Concert 
 
 

Three choirs will be  
performing here at CLPC on March 6th at 3 p.m.   

Admission is free and a love offering will be taken 
to help support the CLHS choirs. 

Saturday, March 19th  
Annual Dinner Theater 

One night presentation ONLY 
Dinner is $25.00 each person 
Seating limited to 80 persons 
Matthew and Tina Zawaisa  
professional New York City 
Christian performers will be the Main Drama with 
the table waiters from the CLPC Drama Troupe, 
performing in the first person of a well known  

Bible Character! You will get to interact with your 
server and they with you, as you dine on a  

 Biblical feast. 
 

Tickets on sale February 27th—March 13th. 

mailto:algavenda@embarqmail.com 
mailto:nolalacose@aol.com 
mailto:kdbmc@comcast.net       melannewis@yahoo.com 
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Martha  
Circle  

 
 

The Martha  
Circle will be 
meeting at the home of Amy 
Cottrell on March 9th.   The  
Co-Host will be Jean Shell    

 Please call Amy at  561-1654 
for directions.  

 
 

The Courier 
 

Cypress Lake Presbyterian Church 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive 
Fort Myers, Florida  33919 
Phone: (239) 481-3233 
Fax:   (239) 481-5198 
 

E-mail:  mail@clpc.us 
 

Web site: www.clpc.us 
 

Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Clinton C. Cottrell 
clint@clpc.us 
 

Associate Pastor 
The Reverend Samantha Keller 
samantha@clpc.us 
 

Parish Associate 
The Reverend Benjamin Keller 
ben@clpc.us 
 

Pastor of Visitation Emeritus  
The Rev. Dr. Harold Simones 
 

Director of  Worship & Music 
Rachel Carrier 
rachel@clpc.us 
 

Director of Praise 
Stephen Gardner 
steve@clpc.us 
 

Office Manager 
Karen May 
karen@clpc.us 
 

Director, Safe Haven Christian 
School 
Julia Neal 
safehaven@clpc.us 
 

Sexton 
Charles Barnhill 
 

Staff Musician 
Douglas Parker 
 

Nursery Attendants 
Margery McCarthy 
 

Clerk of Session 
Bobbi Bancroft 
 

Presbyterian Women Moderator 
Doris King 
 

Moderator of Deacons 
Jackie Oestriech 
 
 

Church Office Hours  
Monday-Friday  9:00-3:00 pm 
 

Editor’s Note:  Some articles may be ed-
ited for space. Some are left intact by request 
of their authors. 

OUR RENEWAL OF VOWS 
 
On Sunday, March 20, Joe and Lee Meyers will 
repeat their wedding vows, celebrating 30 years 
of marriage.  The ceremony will be on Fort 
Myers Beach at Bowditch Park at the end of the 
boardwalk at 6 p.m.  In case of inclement 
weather, the ceremony will be held in the sanc-
tuary at CLPC.  We were not able to waive fees 
for parking at Bowditch, so we suggest car 
pooling.  A cake and punch reception will be 
held immediately after the ceremony at CLPC in Fellowship 
Hall.  All of our friends are invited.  Your presence will be our pre-
sents.  Please call the church office, 481-3233, if you are attending 
the reception. 

Cleaning for a Reason  
 

    If you know any woman currently undergoing chemother-
apy, please pass the word to her that there is a cleaning service 
that provides FREE housecleaning - once per month for 4 
months while she is in treatment. All she has to do is sign up 
and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treat-
ment. Cleaning for a Reason will have a partici-
pating maid service in her zip code area arrange 
for the service. This organization serves the en-
tire USA and currently has 547 partners to help 
these women. It's our job to pass the word and 
let them know that there are people out there that care. Be a 
blessing to someone and pass this information along.  
http://www.cleaningforareason.org/  
   

mailto:mail@clpc.us 
www.clpc.us 
mailto:clint@clpc.us
mailto:samantha@clpc.us
mailto:ben@clpc.us 
mailto:rachel@clpc.us
mailto:steve@clpc.us
mailto:karen@clpc.us
mailto:safehaven@clpc.us
http://www.cleaningforareason.org/
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  Last fall our church family em-
barked on a journey known as Un-
binding Your Heart.  Over 6 weeks 
we read a great little book, we read 
Bible passages, we prayed, and to-
gether we grew in our love and 
knowledge of Christ.  It was a piv-
otal moment that is having an im-

pact on everything in our church ranging from a shift 
in how we reach out to the community, to how we 
view stewardship (shifting from a “mandate to tithe” 
to one of investing in God’s mission…giving of our 
10% with pleasure, not fear), to how we are rearrang-
ing our ministries to build up the body of the church 
for the long term.  But we also learned, this was just 
one step and that we all need to continue to grow 
spiritually.  We also learned about THAT word…
you know THAT word…the one that begins with 
“E”…“Evangelism!” 
     That word strikes fear into the hearts of grown 
men and women everywhere.  At the sound of it, 
people run for cover, children hide behind their par-
ents and dogs howl until they can hide under a bed.  
Surely, someone will be passing out tracts of paper 
or asking you or someone else,  “Are you going to 
heaven or hell.”  It is terrifying!  The word has truly 
become toxic in the last 40 years.  But just what is 
evangelism? 
    The author of Unbinding Your Heart taught us that 
true evangelism is nothing more than bringing the 
love of Christ to someone else.  It can be in offering 
a prayer, giving words of encouragement or crying 
with a neighbor who just lost a loved one, but all the 
while letting them know that God loves them.   Like 
Unbinding Your Heart, our next book, Unbinding 
Your Soul,  will help us become better Christians and 
it is out of that change that we become evangelists, 
and not the kind that stand on street corners but 
rather the kind that live out their faith every day! 
    Please take time to join us.  Starting on March 27 
we plan on taking 4 weeks to study Unbinding Your 
Soul.   This will involve getting the book, reading 
and praying about 15-20 minutes a day (it is really 
quite an easy book to read, as are the Bible pas-
sages), and meeting with group once a week.  Again, 
it is only 4 weeks…we will conclude the week of 
April 17.  Oh, you probably want to know the cost of 
the book.  We bought them from the publisher and 
the cost is $14.00/book (if you can’t afford it, please 
see Pastor Samantha or myself…don’t let the cost 
stop you from joining us!!!). 

     Please take time to join us in our study.  You 
will grow in knowledge of God.  You will grow 
in your ability to pray and live God’s word.  
Most importantly, you will grow closer to Christ 
and then you will naturally grow in helping oth-
ers know the love that you have experienced.  
Come along on the journey as together we study 
Unbinding Your Soul. 
Blessings, 

Pastor Clint 

 
Rockin’ Angel’s News March 

2011 

Rockin’ Angels members are now 13 in 
number and we are still 

open for more children ages 
5 through 5th grade to join 

this musical/drama ministry 
group. We meet on Wednes-
day in the music office from 

5:30-6:00pm where we learn songs 
that we sing at the worship services.  
Currently, we are working on a new  

musical, “The Tale of Three Trees” by 
Dave Clark and Jayme Thompson that will 
be presented on Palm Sunday April 17th at 
the 9:00 and 11:00am Worship Services. 

Come and join in this wonderful and  
exciting musical ministry as we plan, learn, 

sing, and pray about God’s love and 
 His ministry! 

 
Pam Simones and Rachel Carrier, Directors 

Church office number is 239-481-3233 
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Volunteer Opportunities at PandaMania VBS 
 
Welcome to PandaMania: Where God is Wild About You! 
 
In just a few short months, our church will go wild with kids (and pan-
das) at our PandaMania VBS!  Kids will worship God through songs and 
prayer, make Bible Point crafts, and discover life-changing Bible truths 
in fun and memorable ways. 
 
To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can 
give some time, energy, and love to the kids who will attend.  So let me 
share a few ideas about ways you might be able to make this program a 
success.  Please check out the following list, and then pray about where God might use you. 
 
Kitchen Crew Director:  Plan the daily menu, shop for food and supplies, and organize the Kitchen Crew.  
This is a new day and if there is a team of people who would like to take on this task that would be wonderful! 
 
Kitchen Crew:  Help cook, set up and clean-up dinner.  This is a real hospitality crew as they feed all of the 
volunteers and the children that attend VBS. 
 
Station Leaders:  Use easy-to-follow station leader packs and prepare one 20-minute session each day, which 
you will repeat with three different groups of approximately 20 kids.  We need leaders in the following stations: 

Bamboo Blast Games 
Wild Bible Adventures 
Panda Preschool Craft & Play 
Panda Preschool Games 

 
Crew Leaders:  Shepherd a mixed-age group of five elementary children through each day’s activities . . . and 
there’s no preparation! 
 
Crew Leaders for preschoolers:  Be a friend and helper to a group of five preschool children . . . again, no 
preparation required! 
 
Still don’t see something that interests you?  We’d also love to have a . . . 

Registration Team 
Decorating Team 
Photographer 
Publicity Coordinator 
Supply Coordinator 
Nursery Attendants 

 
Guess what?  There are also a few spots for anyone who’s dramatically inclined!  Whatever your gifts, abilities, 
and time commitment, we’ve got a place for you! 
 
We believe that God will use this incredible program to reach many children with the message of his love, so 
please prayerfully consider your role in PandaMania VBS.  Feel free to contact me by e-mail, phone, or in per-
son if you have any questions. 
 
Pastor Samantha 
Samantha@clpc.us 
239-481-3233 

mailto:Samantha@clpc.us
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Rolling On The Floor Laughing 

God is watching 

Here is the scene: The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Church elementary 
school for lunch. 

At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  The nun made a note, and put it on the 
apple tray... 

'Take only ONE. God is watching.'  

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of  

chocolate chip cookies. 

A child had written a note, 'Take all you want. God is watching the apples.'  

God Knows? 
A nursery school teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were draw-

ing. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work. 

As she got to little Sarah who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was. 
Sarah replied, “I'm drawing God.”  

The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what God looks like.'  

Sarah replied, “They will in a minute.”  
 

Many thanks to Ellie Bartoe who works in the 
heat, cold, wind and rain checking people in at 
the Food Pantry every week.  Great job! 
 

The CLPC Mouse misses seeing Charlotte 
Snead in the 5th row, left front pew each Sun-
day.  Hope you get back in action real soon.  I’m 
saving you a seat!! 
 

People be warned—don’t park next to a new red convertible.   
Rumor has is that John has it wired to sound off if it gets bumped! 
 

Thanks to Irene Thiessen and her group of volunteers who weekly 
keep the chancel pews neat and tidy. 
 

Those Pittsburg Steeler fans sure made a lot of noise in the church 
the night of the 6th.  Sorry for your loss, but my team won—Way 
to go Packers!! 

Our Praise Team plays at  
Chick-Fil-A at Daniels & 41 the 

3rd Saturday of every month 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 

 

Come join us for breakfast/
lunch!! 

 



A nniversary  
Celebrations 

 2nd Marc & Wendy Michetti 
10th William & Juanda Galberach 
12th Jake & Dee Hahn 
15th Tyler & Jaime Hill 
16th Robert & Marian Lewis 
21st Tom & Sue Haslip 
 Joseph & Lee Meyers 
22nd Kirk & Gayla Charles 
24th Bill & Barbara Stewart 
 

B  i r t h d a y   
W i s h e s   

  1st Beth Anne Watson 
 Tracy Miles 
  4th Marian Lewis 
 Tori Masek 
  5th Bob Hoschner 
  9th Jennifer Krenson 
 Kayley Bishop 
12th Jenifer Nance 
 Edward Gross 
14th Tim Baldwin 
15th Donald Siemon 
 Dorothy Wilson 
 Christina Johnson 
16th Emily Radcliffe 
 Leanne Logelin 
17th Pat Hoffman 
18th Cameron Peters 
19th Charles Hayman 
 Byron J. Lovell 
20th Donna Kerkesner 
 Robert Peters 
21st Audrey Hayward 
 Savannah McAloose 
 Mary Burbach 
22nd Robert Lewis 
 Charlotte Snead 
25th Broyne Pollock 
26th Audrey Coe 
 Samantha Keller 
27th Deborah Wingerson 
28th Ann Young 
 Gregory Bradley 
29th Ginny Canning 
30th Walt France 
31st Gregory Giesecke 
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LINUS BLANKET 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY was held on Saturday, January 29th in Fellowship Hall.  

There were 53 women attending from all over Lee County from many different Linus Blanket 
groups. 

 
Linus Blanket started in 1995 with just one group making blankets for children in crisis,  now we have over 
400 chapters across the United States, and are just starting in Canada, Australia, Asia and Egypt.   Since 
the start, over three million (3,000,000) blankets have been made and given out to children in crisis.  In 
2010 alone, 20,473 were given out.  Locally we have also presented blankets to 18 families in our area who 
have lost loved ones in the war. 
 
We do a kick off meeting at Health Park Hospital in 
November to start the new season and then meet in 
January with our Make A Difference Day where Kel-
ley Cowen, Child Life Director, Children’s Hospital 
read a letter from a mother in Sarasota that gave birth 
to twin boys at 26 weeks, and they both received 
blankets which surprised the mother.  There were 
three speakers that day.  The first was Sergeant Jones 
from Fort Myers Police Department who told us that 
all patrol cars carry a blanket to hand out when nec-
essary.  P. Jones from the Advocate Center for Chil-
dren who are abused, including teens and teen moms, 
all get blankets to help with their concerns.  Then 
A.C.T. shelter for women and children thanked us for 
blankets to help reduce the problems when they arrive because of rape or abuse. 
 
We had a great day and reached out to help others that are in crisis.  It is a good feeling to know that some-
where, someone needs our handiwork to help them.  Our next meeting will be Monday, March 7th at 9:30 
A.M. in Fellowship Hall.  Come out and help us make a blanket that might help repair a life. 
 
Matilda Wilson & Pat France 
Co-Chair for the Presbyterian Women of Cypress Lake Church 
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There are times in this life when one of these 
9 statements apply to each one of us.  So let them 
now be reminders that Minister to us..... 
 
                          "Moments in Life"  
 
1. There are moments in life when you miss someone  
so much that you just want to pick them from your 
dreams and hug them for real! So cherish them while 
they are with you. 
 
2. When the door of happiness closes, another opens; 
but often times we look so long at the closed door that 
we don't see the one which has been opened for us. 
 
3. Don't go for looks; they can deceive.  Don't go  
for wealth; even that fades away.  Go for someone who 
makes you smile, because it takes only a smile to make 
a dark day seem bright.  Find the one that makes your 
heart smile. 
 
4. Dream what you want to dream; go where you want to 
go; be what you want to be, because you have only one  
life and one chance to do all the things you want to do. 
 
5. May you have enough happiness to make you sweet,  
enough trials to make you strong, enough sorrow to keep 
you human and enough hope to make you happy. 
 
6. The happiest of people don't necessarily have the  
best of everything; they just make the most of everything  
that comes along their way. 
 
7. The brightest future will always be based on a  
forgotten past; you can't go forward in life until you 
let go of your past failures and heartaches. 
 
8. When you were born, you were crying and everyone 
around you was smiling. So live your life so at the end,  
you're the one who is smiling and everyone around you  
is crying. 
 
9. Don't count the years-count the memories.......Life 
is not measured by the number of breaths we take; but  
by the moments that take our breath away!     Amen. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9TH, 2011 

7:00 PM Church Sanctuary 
 

Message/imposition of the ashes 
Gloria Choir singing 

Join us as we begin the season of Lent. 

Prayer List Policy 
 

To keep our Prayer List prevalent, meaning-
ful and up to date, we need your help.  If you 
place a name on the prayer list, please con-
tact the office periodically to 
let us know the status of the  
person for whom we are 
praying.  The new policy 
will be; names will remain 
on the prayer list for 4 
weeks only. 
 
If the circumstances require the name to re-
main longer, you must contact the office 
with that request.   
 
This policy will go into effect on Tuesday, 
March 15th, 2011.  Thank you. 
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Pastor Hal and Marcie would like to thank our church 
family for all the calls, flowers, cards, and prayers 
which have come our way since his heart attack.  As 
an update, he is receiving home health care from  
Hospice which includes periodic treatments of  
oxygen.,  He seems to be doing very well and we’ll see 
you all in church as we are able.  Bless you all. 
 

Love, 
 

Marcie & Pastor Hal Simones 

Thank You... 

Tools &  
Blankets 
 Sunday 

 

To those of you who 
so very generously 
gave to the Tools & 
Blankets offering, the total donated 
was $1,331.  Thank you all so very 
much for your generosity to this 
worthwhile mission of Church 
World Services. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 

A great big thank you to all who sup-
ported the spaghetti dinner.  It was a fan-

tastic success, raising, 
$2,285.18 that the  

Presbyterian Women 
use for missions. 

 
A special thank you to all who helped 

with the preparation and serving.   
Without your help we would not have  

achieved this success. 

The nominating committee will be 
meeting to select new deacons and 
elders for the coming year.  If you 
are interested in serving or would 
like to nominate someone, please 

turn the names into the  
church office. 

 
Barb Pappalardo 

Good morning, 
You, the Presbyterian Church people have delivered 
to me a most beautiful flower bouquet a few days 
ago.  I must say, they were delivered by a beautiful 
young lady.  Thank you for being responsible for 
that bright brilliant spot, fragrant too, on the table 
where I placed them for all to see. 
 
The church chancel is always a lovely sight.  I know 
you are responsible for it.  Thank God for the caring 
people and thank you again. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Book 



Chancel Guild  
 

March 2011 Schedule  
 

 4th Jackie Oestriech 
  Dorothy Troy 
 
11th Doris Houston 
 Rebecca Potts 
 
18th Irene Thiessen 
 Betty Schaarschuch 
 
25th Audrey Wilson 
  Irene Thiessen 
 
If you can’t work your day, swap 
with someone or call me.  Thanks 
for your continued help. 
 

 

 Irene Thiessen, Chancel Guild Dir. 
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M arc h 2011 
�    

 4th  World Day of Prayer 
 

 7th   9:30 am Project Linus Blanket Work Day 
   1:00 pm Execut ive Board Meet ing (Library) 
 

 8th   9:30 am Martha Circle 
 12:30 pm Esther Circle (Fellowship Hall) 
 
10th   7:00 pm Eve Circle 
 

COMMITMENT TO WORSHIP 
 Member - Kirk Charles 
 Member - Brian Granstra 
 Member - Gavin Dougherty 
 Member - Bobbi Bancroft 
 Member - Dee Jordan 
        Support Staff - Rachel Carrier 
    

CHURCH & COMMUNITY 
 Chair - Rob Coe 
 Member - Karen Grabia 
 Support Staff - Julia Neal 
 

DISCIPLEMAKING 
` Chair - Jaime Hill 
 Member - Ken Kendall 
 Support Staff - Samantha Keller 
 

FAITH SHARING 
 Chair - Marietta Meacham 
 Member - Tim Baldwin 
 Member - Ken VanSwearingen 
 Support Staff - Rachel Carrier 

 

 SUPPORT 
 Chair - Gordon Coffman  
 Property - Jim Wray, Walt France, Rich Meacham 
 Treasurer - Rich Meacham (Interim), Mike Scullion, 
    John Nance 
 Asst. Treasurer - Dolores Warren 
 Disaster, Preparedness - John Nance, Sandy  
                           Wharton,  Dolores Warren 
 Personnel - Jim Wray, Julie McFadden,  
                             Sandy Wharton 
 Bldg. Chair - Rich Meacham, Gordon Coffman 
   Support Staff -  Karen May 
  

Ministry Teams meet the first Tuesday of every month at  
7 p.m. in the Youth Center.  All are welcome to attend 
these meetings.           

Elders 
 

Bobbi Bancroft 
Gavin Dougherty 

Jaime Hill 
Marietta Meacham 

Dolores Warren 
Sandy Wharton 

Rob Coe  
Tim Baldwin 
John Nance 

Gordon Coffman 
Brian Granstra 

Jim Wray 
Kirk Charles 
Ken Kendall 
Karen Grabia 

Ken VanSwearingen 
Dee Jordan 

Deacons 
 

Cathy Young 
Barbara Pappalardo 
Michael Sneeden 
Jackie Oestriech 

Anne Burley 
Amy Cottrell 

Eleanor Bartoe 
Bari O’Neill 
Hannah Cho 
Audrey Coe 

Carolyn Scullion 
Betty Ann Kelly 
Leslie McGargle 

Lisa Kendall 


