NATIONAL MISSION PROJECTS

““He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require M':f:,?,g
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?” Micah 6:8




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
of
NEW ORLEANS
5401 S. Claiborne Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70125
(504) 866-7409 www.fpcno.org
Pastor Cliff Nunn: cwnunn @ gmail.com

In 1993 the First Presbyterian Church of New

Orleans celebrated its 175th anniversary. The

second Protestant church in the city, it had its

start in a public meeting on February 9, 1818
and was built on a lot downtown. This building was twice destroyed by fire in 1854 and by
hurricane in 1915. Both times the church was rebuilt on the same site.

In 1938 the church moved to its present uptown location, incorporating several of the historic
elements of the original site, including the organ, bells, pews, the millwork in the rear choir loft,
and most of the stained glass windows. The beautiful 19" century Gothic-style sanctuary and the
educational building added in 1939 are both of butt brick with limestone trim and occupy an entire
square in the uptown Broadmoor neighborhood. This neighborhood of affordable historic homes
was the first neighborhood in New Orleans to be integrated.

On August 28, 2005, First Church suffered 28 inches of flood water in the building due to levee
breaks after Hurricane Katrina. Damage to the building was in excess of $700,000; insurance
covered only $161,000. Re-construction efforts have been extraordinary and relentless.

Volunteerism and financial donations from all over the country have been responsible for restoring
the historic church to a usable condition, and for helping it become, once again, a vital source of
outreach for its immediate neighborhood as well as farther away. First Church’s efforts in
rebuilding devastated homes have made it possible for residents to return to their homes. Worship
in the sanctuary resumed on Easter Sunday in April, 2006. Also by early 2006, First Church’s
Child Development Program reopened, filling a desperate need for child care in New Orleans.
Recognizing the depth of need at First Presbyterian Church, and appreciating its vital outreach role,
PPC’s Mission Committee has provided support to First Church in 2005, 2006, and 2007, using
both Budget Funds and Non-Budget Funds.

There is much more that needs to be done for normalcy to return to First Church, to the
community, and to the city. First Church continues to heartily invite volunteers to come and work
on-site rebuilding houses, and also is pleased to accept cash donations for the ongoing restoration
projects, including hanging sheet rock, laying flooring, running electrical wire, etc. The gratitude of
the homeowner is profound; the volunteers are forever changed after helping in this vital ministry.

In July, 2006, Pastor Nunn and his wife Nieta worshipped at PPC and addressed our congregation,
and PPC members have, in turn, worshipped at First Church. The PPC Mission Committee is cur-
rently busy planning a week-long, inter-generational work trip to First Church in January, 2008.

PPC contact: Sonia Russo soniaarusso@hotmail.com
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CURE AUTISM NOW
5455 Wilshire Avenue, #2250
Los Angeles, CA 90036

(323) 549-0500; (888) 828-8476
WWWw.cureautismnow.org

Cure Autism Now (CAN) is a national non-profit organization of parents, clinicians and
scientists dedicated to finding effective biological treatments, prevention, and a cure for
autism and related disorders. Autism is a disease that affects young children usually before
the age of 3 years and is reported to affect 1 in 500 individuals.

Since its founding, Cure Autism Now has committed nearly $39 million in research, the
establishment and ongoing support of the Autism Genetic Resource Exchange (AGRE), and
numerous outreach and awareness activities aimed at families, physicians, governmental
officials and the general public.

The PPC Mission Committee has continued to support the 5K run and 1-mile walk since its
inception in 2001. Each year over 60 PCC members participate either as runners or walkers

raising critical dollars for autism research. The race is a family event with many children
participating.

2007 PPC CURE AUTISM NOW TEAM

PPC contact: Susan Pereles sdpereles @ erols.com
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KOMEN RACE FOR THE CURE
1215 S. Clark Street, Suite 111
Arlington, VA 22202 (703) 416-RACE
www.nationalraceforthecure.org

The Komen National Race is one of more than 100 5K
runs/fitness walks in its signature program, the Komen Race for the Cure Series. The
largest series of SK runs/fitness walks in the world, the Komen Race Series raises
significant funds and awareness for the fight against breast cancer, celebrating breast
cancer survivorship and honoring those who lost their battle with the disease. PPC team
has participated in this race for many years. It has always an inspirational day for all of
our participants.

2007 PPC KOMEN TEAM

2006 PPC KOMEN TEAM OLIVIA MABUES, 2007 CAMPAIGN

PPC contact: Olivia Mabeus omabeus @earthlink.net
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MT. ZION MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LADONIA, TEXAS

Ms Barbara Smith, Church Secretary
P.O.Box 172 Ladonia, TX 75449

(903) 367-7441

www.mtzionmb.org

This church was organized by a former slave in 1877 and had been meeting for 120 years
until it was burned to the ground in 1996, with arson suspected after three other acts of
vandalism at the church in 1993 and 1995.

The people of Mt. Zion were determined to rebuild their church. They are located in one of
the poorest counties in Texas and their small congregation has little in the way of financial
resources. They contributed what they could and sought help from others in a rebuilding
effort. The response from many other congregations, individuals, the National Council of
Burned Churches Fund, and the Save the Churches Fund of the Christian Coalition was
exceptional.

In the mid-nineties, PPC decided to provide funds for a new church steeple, a baptistery,
landscaping, and sidewalks from our Mission budget, and Bibles from the Martin William
Brill Memorial Fund.

The new church, simple and functional but
beautiful in design, was dedicated on January
24, 1998.

As part of their revitalized program with the
new church, Mt Zion has established an
Outreach Fund to help those in the church and
community who have special needs. This
includes medicines, clothing, aid to needy
school children, assistance to tornado victims,
and a host of other charitable endeavors. PPC
continues to contribute to this Outreach Fund
through the Mission budget.

THE REV. CEDRIC BARKSDALE WITH PPC CHECK

PPC contact: John Hummon johnjeanhummon @ aol.com
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PPC YOUTH MISSION

The youth of PPC are actively involved in mission.
Youth Group programming includes monthly mission
activities such as preparing shelter meals for Sophia
House, making sandwiches for McKenna’s Wagon
(part of Martha’s Table), hosting an Easter Party at
Stepping Stones Shelter, making Valentines for
children at the Children’s Inn at NIH, sorting and
packing food at Manna, raising funds through the
Souper Bowl Collection, and providing a Babysitting
Service for parents at Christmas time. Also, during the
summer we have three different opportunities for young
people to serve.

LOCAL MISSION WEEK - Middle Schoolers and
Senior Highs may participate in Local Mission Week.
We work at a variety of local mission sites around the
county and in the District of Columbia. Places we have
served in the past include: Manor Care, the Capital
Area Food Bank, Food and Friends, Stepping Stones,
and Interfaith Clothing.

WORKCAMP-Our Senior Highs
regularly participate in a week long
work camp through the organization
“Group Workcamps,” a leader in
Christian Youth Ministry. The stu-
dents are involved throughout the
year in a variety of fundraisers to
support this endeavor. They spend
the Workcamp week doing home re-
pairs and construction for elderly
and needy folks. PPC Work- camps
sites have included Jacksonville,
NC; Fountain, CO; Canton, OH;
Lockport, NY; and Oak Hill, WV.
The Workcamp experience provides
an opportunity to share faith in a
community by cooperative construc-
tion: carpentry, painting, roofing and
dry walling. Each participant works
on a crew with five other Workcam-

pers from all around the country. The work crews begin the week as strangers and end up as fast
friends. They also make important relationships with the resident whose home is being repaired.
The residents often participate in daily devotions at the work site and help in the work as they are
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PPC Youth Mission, continued

able. In the evening, the Workcampers participate in worship and devotions, growing closer together
and closer to God.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - Our college
students and young adults have been
participating in Habitat for Humanity in Avery
County, NC, for the past two years. This
involves a week in June helping to construct a
home. Habitat for Humanity works in
partnership with needy people to help them build
or renovate decent, affordable housing. The
owners work alongside Habitat volunteers
putting “sweat equity” into their home. This is a
great opportunity for the college students to
reconnect with their PPC friends and to serve
together.

PPC contact: Beth Williams beth @potomacpresbyterian.org

-24 -



