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THE SACRAMENTO MODEL RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY is a Non-
profit Educational Organization under the tax section 501(a) as 
described in section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. The SMRHS is 
incorporated as a Non-profit California Corporation under 

section 23701d of the California Revenue and Taxation Code. 
We are dedicated to advancing the understanding of 
railroading and its history and impact on the development of 
our nation, as well as developing an understanding of railroad 
operations and technical skills through model railroading.  
 
THE HERALD EZINE accepts advertising with the proceeds going 
towards the production of this publication and maintenance of 
the Societyõs Web Site. Contact the Editor for advertising rates 
and mechanical requirements. 

 
Manuscripts and photographs dealing with model railroading 
or railroading in general are welcome. Materials submitted for 
publication are assumed to be gratis and no payment will be 
made to the author, or his representative. Articles and 
correspondence relative to THE HERALD should be directed to the 
Editor. 
 
The contents of The Herald copyright © 2008 by THE 
SACRAMENTO MODEL RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY. All rights 

reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced in 
any form without the express written permission of the Society. 
Articles from outside sources are copyrighted by their owners 
and reprinted with permission whenever possible. Full credit is 
given. All images appearing herein are copyrighted by their 
owners. 

 
Visitors are always welcome. 

The Societyõs regular  hours of operation are: 
 

Tuesday nights 7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Friday nights 7:30pm - 10:00pm or later 

 
1990 Grand Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838 

(916) 927-3618 

CCALLALL   BBOARDOARD   

Extra BoardExtra Board  

NEW FEATURE: 
Click on a Title and go 

right to the article. 
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EDITORIAL  

So here we are at our nationõs most personal holiday: The 4th 
of July or Independence Day. This holiday marks the day 
when the colonies declared their independence and separating 

themselves from the British 
throne of King George back in 
1776. On that day, a new 
nation was born. 
 
Two hundred years later, the 
United Stated celebrated its 
Bicen tenn ia l .  Everyone, 
including the railroads, got into 
the swing of things with 

various types of celebrations, commemorations and 

decorations. As railroads have often been used as rolling 
billboards, it came as no surprise that their efforts in the 
celebration consisted of painting various pieces of equipment 
in the nationõs Red, White and Blue colors.  
 

Some efforts were stunning. Others were rather plain. Some 
were, shall we say - òdown right ugly but thanks for your 
patriotism anywayó! 
 
Throughout this issue, there will be several samples of the 
various ways with which the railroads did their part in 
celebrating the 200th birthday of the United States of America. 
 
I hope you enjoy this look back 32 years ago in railroadingõs 

history as we celebrate yet another birthday for the USA! 
 
 

This is your Society!  ~  This is YOUR eZine! 
 

    - THE HERALD 

We begin with a look at Alaska Railroadõs FP7 #1512. Shot sitting on the 
north side of the shops in Anchorage, Alaska, this is certainly a classy 
looking effort. September 3, 1976 Photo by  Sid Vaught 
 
Sid also has a large collection of WP images in his gallery. Click his name 
and check them out. 

Dave 
Good 
Editor 

 

http://www.railpictures.net/showphotos.php?userid=1295
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INFORMATION BOARD 

Our next general 

Business Meeting 
Will be held on 

 

July 25, 2008 
At 8:00 PM 

 
Please be sure to attend. 

Society Officers 
 
 

Board of Directors 
         President   Bob Rohwer 
       Vice President     Scott Inman 
       Treasurer   Dave Good 
       Secretary  Don Butler 
 
 

Board Members at Large  
(Terms Remaining) 

1 year   Dave Launderville 
2 years Dave Megeath 
3 years Joe Melhorn 

 

STANDARD GAUGE LAYOUT: 
    Construction  Dave Megeath 
    Electrical  Don Butler 
    Scenery  Scott Sticksel 
    Operations  Scott Inman 
    Industry Committee Tim Grover 
    Member Training Joe Melhorn 
 
 

NARROW GAUGE LAYOUT: 
    Supervisor  Dave Good 
    Construction   Lu Good 
    Electrical  Ken Martin 
    Sick Humor  John Lutz 
 
 

OFFICIAL SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
      Dick Dennison Dave Good 
     Bob Rohwer  Joe Minor
  
 

OUTREACH PROGRAM: Dave Megeath 
 

THE HERALD EDITOR: Dave Good 
 

SMRHS AUXILIARY: Penny Zine 

KEY PERSONNEL 
 

These folks, along with our Board of 
Directors, are the key people in the 
Society who can best answer your 
question ofé 
 

ñWhat can I do to Help?ò 

Our next two 

Board Meetings 
Will be held on 

July 18, 2008 
August 8, 2008 

At 8:00 PM 
Unless indicated otherwise. 

Submissions for the 

September/October 
2008 

Issue of THE HERALD 

Are due no later than: 

 

August 15, 2008 
 

Contact Dave Good  
For electronic and content requirements. 

NEW FEATURE: 
To easily contact one of the Board 

Members or any of our Key Personnel 
simply click on their name and your 

e-mail program will do the rest! 

mailto:robert.rohwer@comcast.net
mailto:tighttrains@hotmail.com
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donald.j.butler@intel.com
mailto:dplaunderville@hotmail.com
mailto:d.megeath@comcast.net
mailto:toyman@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/David Good/My Documents/Cyberlink
mailto:donald.j.butler@intel.com
mailto:ssticksel@comcast.net
mailto:tighttrains@hotmail.com
mailto:mrrail@att.net
mailto:toyman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lwgood@frontiernet.net
mailto:kmartin537@surewest.net
mailto:boxcarjl@msn.com
mailto:helfrich@earthlink.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robert.rohwer@comcast.net
mailto:nikonian90@yahoo.com
mailto:d.megeath@comcast.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
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THE PREZ SEZ 

The July 12th Open House is just one week away.  Please get 
your train submission documents into Scott Inman right away.  
We will also post sign up sheets.  This should be a terrific 
open house with all the new scenery and buildings.  The SP 

roundhouse and Davis station 
are fantastic.  
 
The next few meeting nights 
prior to Open House will be 
used to clean up the clubhouse, 
assure that the trains are ready 
to roll and prepare for our 
summer show. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to help out with this effort. A 
renewed feeling of pride is sweeping through the members as 
we now OWN our home. So mundane tasks such as cleaning 
the bathroom, sweeping the floors and weeding our property 
takes on new meaning and hopefully, you will participate in 

all aspects of maintaining our clubhouse - our Society. 
 
A note regarding construction projects around the layouts. 
With the process of closing the deal with Sierra Central 
Investments, weõve utilized a significant portion of our 
savings and are operating for the next few months on a 
restrained budget. The BOD is tightening the belt until we get 
a clear view of our cash flow and have an opportunity to 
rebuild a portion of our savings.  

 
This does NOT indicate that we are in any way at a loss for 
money. Our membership is at its highest level weõve ever 
seen and as long as people keep current with their dues, there 
will be no troubles keeping the doors open and enjoying our 
time here as weõve grown accustomed to.  
 

What this DOES mean is we are reminding our growing 
numbers of construction helpers that we are keeping a tight 
reign on expenses for the time being and any further 
expenditures must be pre-authorized by the BOD.  
 
Every effort to help the Society through this temporary time of 
adjustment while we get used to being òhomeownersó will be 
of great value. This is, in fact, a temporary condition and with 
your help, we will rebuild our savings, we will return to 
normal regarding being able to provide for all our needs, and 
come out the other side successful and proud of our 
accomplishments. 
 
Welcome to a new Era in the long history of the Sacramento 

Model Railroad Historical Society, Inc.! 

Bob 
Rohwer 
President 

 

July Open House 
 

This summerõs one-day 
Open House is scheduled 

for 
Saturday, July 12, 2008 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Set up begins at 8:00 AM. 
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BANK OF DAVE 

As most of you know, the Board of Directors (BOD) have been 

making great progress in securing the ownership of the of the 

structure and property the SMRHS occupies. By the time this 

newsletter is published, we shall 

have 100% ownership of our 

home for the first time in our 60 

year history. This is a great 

milestone for us. 

With ownership also comes 

responsibilities.  Our Raise the 

Roof and Put Up a Parking Lot 

fund raiser unveiled three months ago, has already brought in 

some respectable donations in its short life. But we need 

much, much more. Initially, we estimated replacing the roof 

and paving the parking lot would take about $20,000. That 

was an educated guess. We have recently been visited by a 

roofer who inspected our roof. To replace it could take 

upwards of $9,000 and he has indicated that he is willing to 

work with us on reducing that amount. But that doesnõt even 

touch the parking lot so my original figure of $20,000 may 

still be a reasonable goal. 

In now comes the treasurer with yet another plea. Your 

donation to the Roof/Parking Lot fund is needed now more 

than ever. It needs to grow 5 times over what it has currently 

to reach our $20,000 goal. The BOD will continue providing 

monies for the construction of our layouts through our regular 

resources, however, to raise the sort of capital needed for the 

roof and parking lot will take an extra effort on everyoneõs 

part.  

For those who were fortunate enough to receive a stimulus 

check, how about donating 20% or more of it to the Society? 

This works well on so many levels: 

It builds our funds quickly which is what we need to do. 

Your donation is tax deductable as we are a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization. 

Your donation comes with some pretty cool thank you gifts 

as described in the May/June 2008 issue of THE HERALD. 

There have been several members who have contributed thus 

far, one multiple times! We even had our second corporate 

sponsor donate $2000 to this project, beating out BNSFõs 

donation of $500. Thereõs plenty of room for others to make 

their dedication known.  

Please consider making a donation. With your generous help, 

we can have a new roof and parking lot sooner rather than 

later and with minimal interruption of the funding of our 

layout construction. 

Our donation program is open to any individual or business 

who wishes to make a contribution. We are looking for 

licensed contractors, material suppliers and corporate 

sponsors to provide labor, material and financial donations. 

All qualified contributors will be provided with a letter for 

your tax preparer for the value of goods received. 

We now need to take care of our home. 

Help us Raise the Roof and Put Up a Parking Lot! 

Dave 
Good 
Treasurer 
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As this column is being written in early June, we are in the 
middle of a few weeks' shut-down on the standard 
gauge.  Once we clean up the saw dust and debris, we should 

prepare for showing off some 
key elements on the layout: 
 

Feather River canyon 
scenery - you can really hold 
up a photograph and identify 

our scenery!  Kudos to Scott 
Sticksel and the scenery gang. 
 

Davis - the station is in, 
scenery is pushing eastward from San Pablo Bay through 

Davis, headed to the Yolo Causeway.  Jim Firehock and Dave 
Haehn have done the bulk of the work on Davis - good job! 
 

Sacramento SP Locomotive Works' turntable and 

roundhouse - lot's of people helping on this one - Greg Hauser 
overseeing the track work with Wolfgang Butsch as under-
study, Tim Grover and Mike Beard doing the grunt work, and 
Dave Haehn's building.  This is definitely an eye-catcher! 
 
Summer is upon us and the layout should be inspected weekly 
for heat-related issues as we operate - take the time to sight 
down the tracks and look for kinks and let us know right 
away. 
  
Projects that are underway (contact the project owner if you 
want to help): 

Yolo Causeway - Mike Beard has the Southern Pacific 
detail drawings (thanks to Rick Hansen) and is planning this 
as an off-site construction project that can be cut in when 
ready.  

 

Davis - the tower at the wye - Dave Haehn/Jim Firehock; 
Davis freight depot, Jim Firehock. 
 

Revised yard lead tracks, west end of Sacramento 12th 

Street yard - design completed by Tim Grover; switches and 
track work Greg Hauser. 
 

R Street Sacramento - build up stock of switches - Greg 
Hauser. 
 

Expansion of C-MRI signaling system to the Southern 
Pacific Cal-P line - Don Butler 
 

 
 

Dave 
Megeath 
Standard 
Gauge 
Supervisor 

COMMITTEE  REPORT 

http://home.surewest.net/rrhobbies/
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California Western RS12 55 (ex-McCloud River 32) displays its patriotic colors on 
the day after the Bicentennial as it prepares to depart Fort Bragg, CA, with the 
eastbound "Skunk." July 5, 1976.                Photo by Craig Walker  

Photo of  the Month 

Continental Grain at Gilman, Illinois, painted up their elevator switcher in red, white, 
and blue for America's bicentennial celebration in 1976. There seems to be a lot 
going on with that paint job! May 10, 1977.                                      Photo by Kevin Piper 

Grand Trunk Westernõs GP38AC #1776, was built in 1971 as #5808, painted in the 
bicentennial scheme from 1976-1979, it then became CV 5808 and then went to 
Locomotive Leasing Partners as LLPX 2210. April 1976.           Photo by David Hedlund  

One of the nicest looking industrial bicentennial locomotives was this little Whitcomb 35

-ton diesel operated by Railway & Industrial Services near Joliet, Illinois. January 6, 

1976!                                                                              Photo by Kevin Piper 

http://www.railpictures.net/showphotos.php?userid=6478

