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THE SACRAMENTO MODEL RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY is a Non-
profit Educational Organization under the tax section 501(a) as 
described in section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. The SMRHS is 
incorporated as a Non-profit California Corporation under 

section 23701d of the California Revenue and Taxation Code. 
We are dedicated to advancing the understanding of 
railroading and its history and impact on the development of 
our nation, as well as developing an understanding of railroad 
operations and technical skills through model railroading.  
 
THE HERALD accepts advertising with the proceeds going towards 
the production of this publication and maintenance of the 
Societyõs Web Site. Contact the Editor for advertising rates and 
mechanical requirements. 

 
Manuscripts and photographs dealing with model railroading 
or railroading in general are welcome. Materials submitted for 
publication are assumed to be gratis and no payment will be 
made to the author, or his representative. Articles and 
correspondence relative to THE HERALD should be directed to the 
Editor. 
 
The contents of The Herald copyright © 2008 by THE 
SACRAMENTO MODEL RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY. All rights 

reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced in 
any form without the express written permission of the Society. 
Articles from outside sources are copyrighted by their owners 
and reprinted with permission whenever possible. Full credit is 
given. All images appearing herein are copyrighted by their 
owners. 

 
Visitors are always welcome. 

The Societyõs regular  hours of operation are: 
 

Tuesday nights 7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Friday nights 7:30pm - 10:00pm or later 

 
1990 Grand Ave. Sacramento, CA 95838 

(916) 927-3618 

CALL  BOARD 

Extra Board 

NEW FEATURE: 
Click on a Title and go 

right to the article. 

http://www.smrhs.com
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
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EDITORIAL  

This month we have a slightly different view from THE HERALD.  
There has been so much action going on around the society 
that mere words are not enough to communicate whatõs been 

happening. So this issue has 
turned out to be more of a 
pictorial of òwhatõs been 
happeningó. 
 
Beginning on page 9, we have 
a gallery full of images 
showcasing the recent and very 
successful efforts put forth by 
the society for the Western 

Pacific Historical Societyõs Convention. From clinics at the 

convention to opening out home for two evenings for 
conventioneers to enjoy a tour of the layout, the Society was 
well represented during the two-day event. 
 
Prior to the WP Convention, several members who could 

attend, were treated to a rare tour of the Sacramento 
Locomotive Works buildings that house some of the California 
State Railroad Museumõs collection. The Pictorial starting on 
page 16 shows just some of the sights that were witnessed 
during the tour. 
 
Dave Megeath held one and is beginning a second session for 
Scouts to earn the Boy Scouts of Americaõs Railroading Merit 
Badge. Two images from a recent session are also included in 

the Society Gallery. 
 
So - A little bit different approach for this issue but still just as 
crammed with great information and images. 

 

This is your Society!  ~  This is YOUR eZine! 

    - THE HERALD 

Raise the Roof 
And 

Put Up a Parking Lot 
 
The Societyõs home is in need of much renovation. Our roof 
and parking lot must be redone. We currently estimate our 
needs to cost somewhere in the realm of $20,000 - money 
we donõt currently have but canõt wait for much longer. 

Can you help us? 
 
The SMRHS, a 501(c)(3) Non-profit Educational Organization, 
is actively soliciting Members and the General Public for 
cash donations. Your tax-deductable donations now come 
with a variety of handsome thank you gifts for various 
donation levels. Please see our flyer under the Your Support 
Is Needed tab on the Societyõs web site for details. 
 

We seek the help of Corporate Entities for cash and/or 
appropriate material and labor donations.  

 
We need everyoneõs help as this is a matter that must be 
addressed very soon. Thank you in advance for your 
support. Contact Dave Good for additional information. 

Dave 
Good 
Editor 

http://www.smrhs.com/
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
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INFORMATION BOARD 

Our next general 

Business Meeting 
Will be held on 

 

May 30, 2008 
At 8:00 PM 

 
Please be sure to attend. 

Society Officers 
 
 

Board of Directors 
         President   Bob Rohwer 
       Vice President     Scott Inman 
       Treasurer   Dave Good 
       Secretary  Don Butler 
 
 

Board Members at Large  
(Terms Remaining) 

1 year   Dave Launderville 
2 years Dave Megeath 
3 years Joe Melhorn 

 

STANDARD GAUGE LAYOUT: 
     Construction  Dave Megeath 
    Electrical  Don Butler 
    Scenery  Scott Sticksel 
    Operations  Scott Inman 
    Industry Committee Tim Grover 
    Member Training Joe Melhorn 
 
 

NARROW GAUGE LAYOUT: 
     Supervisor  Dave Good 
    Construction   Lu Good 
    Electrical  Ken Martin 
    Sick Humor  John Lutz 
 
 

OFFICIAL SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
      Dick Dennison Dave Good 
     Bob Rohwer  Joe Minor
  
 

OUTREACH PROGRAM: Dave Megeath 
 

THE HERALD EDITOR: Dave Good 
 

SMRHS AUXILIARY: Penny Zine 

KEY PERSONNEL 
 

These folks, along with our Board of 
Directors, are the key people in the 
Society who can best answer your 
question ofé 
 

ñWhat can I do to Help?ò 

Our next two 

Board Meetings 
Will be held on 

May 9, 2008 
June TBD, 2008 

At 8:00 PM 
Unless indicated otherwise. 

Submissions for the 

July/August 2008 
Issue of THE HERALD 

Are due no later than: 

 

June 15, 2008 
 
 

Contact Dave Good  
For electronic and content requirements. 

NEW FEATURE: 
To easily contact one of the Board 

Members or any of our Key Personnel 
simply click on their name and your 

e-mail program will do the rest! 

mailto:robert.rohwer@comcast.net
mailto:tighttrains@hotmail.com
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donald.j.butler@intel.com
mailto:dplaunderville@hotmail.com
mailto:d.megeath@comcast.net
mailto:toyman@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/David Good/My Documents/Cyberlink
mailto:donald.j.butler@intel.com
mailto:ssticksel@comcast.net
mailto:tighttrains@hotmail.com
mailto:mrrail@att.net
mailto:toyman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lwgood@frontiernet.net
mailto:kmartin537@surewest.net
mailto:boxcarjl@msn.com
mailto:helfrich@earthlink.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robert.rohwer@comcast.net
mailto:nikonian90@yahoo.com
mailto:d.megeath@comcast.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwgood@sbcglobal.net
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THE PREZ SEZ 

Where are the car cards and way bills?  Is this the Salt Lake to 
Oakland through train?  Huh!? Welcome to operations.  We 
have been in operations since the Western Pacific convention.  
It has really been a lot of fun.   
 

Thanks go to Bob Schott and 
Scott Inman for getting 
òOperationsó rolling.  All you 
need to do is to bring a couple 
of locomotives and cabooses to 
the Society and you are ready 
for operations.  The Trainmaster 
will give you an assignment.  
This puts our Society into a new 

era.  We are pasted just running 
trains. 

 
The Western Pacific Convention was a huge success for the 
Society.  Bill Gilbert gave two presentations on painting 

diesels and painting brass steam locomotives. They were 
terrific.  The photos were just amazing.  Bill was able to add 
his dry sense of humor including a great(?) picture of Hillary 
Clinton.  The presentation I did on the Society was very well 
received.  Wolfgang made a DVD of the presentations.  If you 
would like to view them contact Wolfgang.   
 
About 60% of the convention participants visited the Society 
to view the layout.  All were impressed.  They particularly 

liked the track, scenery and round house.  The signals and 
DCC just blew them away. Our layout has a working example 
of every type of signal the WP used.  We can all be proud that 
our efforts have built a first class layout.   
 
The entire roundhouse was filled with Western Pacific 
locomotives.  Thanks to the WP collections from a number of 

members including David Adams we showed them 100% WP 
equipments.  Some of the items on display only had 50 pieces 
produced.  Many of them were the models shown in Billõs 
presentations. 
 
As a reward for years of support of the California Railroad 
Museum by the Society, I was given permission to do a tour of 
the Southern Pacific Shops for the Society.  We spent about 3 
hours in railroad hog heaven.  The CSRM is thinning its 
collection.  Our tour was before a lot of this equipment moved 
out.  All that participated had a good time.  You will see some 
photographs in this newsletter. 
 
In the coming months we will have a lot to do.  The Society 

has announced that our next open house will be on July 12, 
2008.  This will be our normal one day open house.  After 
that, we will have to shut down for maintenance and 
construction.  The heat in the building has already caused 
some track problems. So come and enjoy our first taste of way

-bill and car card operations before we have to get òback to 
businessó in July.  
 
2008 has already developed into a super year for the Society.  
We are far enough along on the layouts to gets some just 
recognition.  We can all be proud of our accomplishments.  

Bob 
Rohwer 
President 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
It seems like just yesterday when the Operations Committee 
had its first meeting.  In actuality, it was in June of 2006 and 
in almost two years we have successfully developed a fully 

functional car-card and waybill 
system for the standard gauge 

layout.  Hooray for us! 
 
You won't want to miss out on 
the operating sessions that are 
going to take place in the next 

few weeks.  If you are nervous 
about operating or have never 
seen or heard of waybills, come 

down one night and we will provide a pilot for you to break 
the ice.  At that time you can start our training 
program.  Please see me if you have not yet received a 
training card. 
 
So far, we have trained and qualified a number of members 

for various positions in operations.  Thank you for your 
interest in our training program and keep it up!  We always 
need a bigger pool of qualified people as this program 
expands.  If you would like to be trained for a position, please 
see me to schedule a training. 
 
I hope you enjoy this operating program that the committee 
has put together for you.  The only way we can use our great 
layout to its fullest potential is to operate!  Don't miss out on 
the fun. 

Scott 
Inman 
Operations 
Committee 

(916) 485-5288 
2752 Marconi Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

www.brucestrainshop.com 

Hereõs a little of whatõs been going on around the standard 
gauge layout for the past couple of months. Don Butler has 
added detection and ABS signal logic at Del Paso switch 
#235. The R Street mock-ups just 
keep on coming thanks to Jeff 

Loose and crew.  Oroville is 
next Jeff! 
 
Iõll defer reporting on scenery, 
which has been the most active 

recently, to the committee chair 
Scott Sticksel. 
 
We always have room for more helpers as there is plenty to 
do around the layout. I encourage you to step forward and 
ask òWhat can I do to helpó. 

 
Dave 

Megeath 
Standard 
Gauge 

Construction 
Supervisor 

http://www.brucestrainshop.com/index.html
http://www.brucestrainshop.com/index.html
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS - (continued) 

Scenery around the layout has been moving forward lately at 
an amazing pace. Mike Beard has stepped up to take on the 
San Pablo area. Iõm sure you have noticed his progress and 

how great it looks when you 
walk in the front door. If you see 

the mad hatter at work stop by 
and say hi to Mike, and thank 
him for his efforts.  
 
The Feather River Canyon is 

moving along. The first bridge 
has been installed and painting 
of the castings is almost 
complete. Next up, dirt and rock 

applications, trees (more later on trees) and shrubs, ballasting, 
a rock slide fence, and waterfall between the Honeymoon 
Tunnels. 
 
Dave Haehn has the Sacramento Roundhouse 60% complete. 

He hopes to complete the roundhouse in two weeks. Iõve seen 
some photos and it looks awesome. 
 
Jim Firehockõs group has been working on Davis. The sidings 
have been installed and work is progressing on the depot. 
Drawings for the depot are complete and Dave Haehn will 
soon start cutting out pieces to form the depotõs kit. 
 
A TREE CLINIC : Dave Haehn has volunteered to put on a tree 
clinic (date to be determined). The layout will require 
thousands trees and we are looking for volunteers to help 
build them. This is a great opportunity for members to help 
out on the layout, and develop a skill useable on their own 
layouts. Donõt be shy, Iõm taking names of volunteers ð 
recruits will also be volunteered if needs be. 

 

Again I wish to thank all members who put in time brining our 
layout to life. Iõd especially like to thank those helping on the 
scenery crew ð but Iõm biased in that way. 

Scott 
Sticksel 
Scenery 
Supervisor 

We are currently working 

through some big lists of 
industries to select for the layout. 
Our goal is to stay one step 
ahead of the great scenery work 
being done, to keep things from 
stalling at the cities. Currently 
industries have been selected for 
Oakland Pier and R St.  
 
Thank you to everyone that has come up with the great 
information we have so far. We are always looking for 
people to do a little research on òwhat used to beó with 
regards to industries on the railroads weõve chosen to 
model. If you have an interest in such a project, see me and 
Iõll point you in the right direction, or at least in a direction 

that seems reasonable at the time. 

Tim 
Grover 
Industry 
Committee 

http://home.surewest.net/rrhobbies/
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SOCIETY TWO-MONTH CALENDAR 

M
A
Y 

Key Points: 
 

Full operations will continue until the May 
General Business meeting. After which, we 
will start gearing up for our July Open 
House by certifying trains and continuing 
to train members on the various position 

around the railroad. 
 
The First and Third Saturdays in May will 
be for the second series of classes for the 
Boy Scouts of Americaõs Railroading Merit 

Badge program. See Dave Megeath for 
information. 
 
Second and Forth Saturdays will be used to 

work on projects that will not interfere with 
operations or shut down the mainline. The 
Sacramento Roundhouse is one of the top 
priorities. Mock-ups and other projects that 
will not require interruption of track or 

operations will continue.  
 

 J
U
N
E 

 

July Open House 
 

This summerõs one-day 
Open House is scheduled 

for 
Saturday, July 12, 2008 

Please make a note of it. 
More information to come. 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 
Full Ops 

3 BSA Class 
#2 at CSRM 

4 5 6 
Full Ops 

7 8 9  
BOD Meeting 
Full Ops 

10 
Unobtrusive 
work projects 

11 12 13 
Full Ops 

14 15 16 
Full Ops 

17 BSA Class 
#2 at SMRHS 

18 19 20 
Full Ops 

21 22 23 
Full Ops 

24 
Unobtrusive 
work projects 

25 26 27 
Full Ops 
 

28 29 30 
Business Meeting 

Fianal Full Ops 
after meeting if 
time. 

31 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 
OH Cert. 
Mem.Training 

4 5 6 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

7 

8 9 10 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

11 12 13 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

14 
Unobtrusive 
work projects 

15 
Submissions for 
July/August 
Newsletter DUE 

16 17 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

18 19 20 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

21 

22 23 24 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

25 26 27 
OH Cert 
Mem.Training 

28 
Unobtrusive 
work projects 

29 30      

June BOD Meeting date TBD 
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WESTERN PACIFICWESTERN PACIFICWESTERN PACIFIC    
Historical Societyõs National Convention 

Sacramento, California - April 11 and 12 
 

By THE HERALD Staff 

The 

The SMRHS pulled out all the stops for the members of the Western Pacific 
Historical Societyõs National Convention. Thanks to various members who 
allowed us to use their beautiful WP equipment and to the crew that manned 
the clubhouse for two shows, we were able to give the convention goers 
something fun to look at and enjoy!  

 
We also had a group of members at the convention itself doing presentations 
of various sorts. The Society was well represented through out the convention 
and we should all be proud of what we accomplished. Well Done! 

(both photos by Joe Minor) 


