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National Museum of Naval Aviation, 
Perdido Key, Sandy Key Condos, white 
sands, deep blue Gulf of Mexico, great 
food, Swifters, fun people.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great combination for a fly in and a 
really super weekend.  Once again the 
SSAG put a good combination together 
and the only thing that could have made 
it better would have been to have even 
more Swifters enjoy it with us.  Seems 
like Spring is the time that folks are on 
the go and those of us that live in the 
South get lots of visitors. 

Arrival at Ferguson went well for the six 
Swifts that flew in and Ferguson Airport 
easily accommodated us for the weekend, 
even providing hangar space for those 
who wanted it.  

However, with perfect weather in the mid 
70’s and bright sunshine it was hardly 
necessary.    
 
The traditional “happy hour” got us 
started at the Sandy Key condo on the 
beach.  There were no takers for the pool 
but  with two of the units nearly next 
door we managed to pretty much run the 
social scene near the beach.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great meal at the Oyster Bar nearby got 
the crew going toward “putting out the 
seafood low level light”.  Amazing how 
many oysters this crew can consume. 

Swifters decide Mercedes engine is “too 
hard to change” and close the hood.  
 
On Saturday we got started with….guess 
what…more food at Trigger’s. A seafood 
restaurant that serves traditional breakfast 
as well as some gourmet  seafood 
omelets.  Me, I’m pretty much an eggs 
and bacon guy but the report was that the 
seafood omelets tasted…..well……fishy.  
Say what???? 
 
The group arrived at the fabulous 
National Museum of Naval Aviation 
and got in a few hours of touring the 
museum before lunch.   

After lunch we were met by Museum 
employee Frank Matson who then gave 
us a special tour of the refurbishment 
facility.  (Frank Matson is 3rd from R on 
front row)    
 

This tour was set up by Swifter Chuck 
Mosely of Love Landing who has had 
many dealings with the refurbishment 
staff.  His contact, Ricky Haun set up the 
special tour and it was very interesting to 
say the least.  Interestingly enough, the 
female members of our group enjoyed 
this part of the Museum as much as the 
guys.  Joyce particularly like the Zero in 
the nose dive position.  



They have several unique projects on 
going, and as was explained to us by 
Frank Matson, the average age for the 
volunteers is nearly 70.  But this group of 
former Navy men bring with them all the 
skills acquired in the Navy and is a form 
of payback to the nation and the Navy for 
all the years they enjoyed in their careers. 

 
 
 

Bud and Steve “There I was at…”, but 
Perry looks a bit skeptical. 
 
We spent another couple of hours after 
the special tour filling in the blanks of  
some of the things we didn’t see before  
lunch.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look closely at the photo. Those engines 
are supposed to be a 3 blade and a 4 
blade.  
 
Finally, we adjourned to the sandy beach 
once again for a little R&R before dinner.  
A few hardy souls ventured on down the 
beach to the Florabama beach 
establishment (term used loosely).  
Florabama is a ramshackle beach bar/
restaurant that gets pretty lively at times 
and has all kinds of interesting artifacts 

attached to the ceiling.  (Ask someone 
who has been there.) 
 
On to the “Original Point Restaurant” for 
dinner.  Absolutely outstanding seafood 
in this one of a kind institution on the 
point at Perdido Bay.  Plus, we were 
entertained for hours by the blue grass 
band “Joe Banana and his bunch….music 
with a peel”.  Yuk Yuk. They had us all 
dancing in the aisles and playing “air 
banjo and air guitar”.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday came all too soon and we headed 
to the airport with a short stop at the 
Perdido Bay Golf Club for their Sunday 
breakfast before we started the journey 
home.  We were once again blessed with 
perfect weather and the Swifters made 
good time heading back to home 
base……..Georgia, Kentucky, Florida,  
South Carolina. 

 
Frog & Perry 
decide we 
need an 
official 
SSAG car. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All in all a really nice gathering and a 
unanimous vote to do it again next year.  
Pretty good idea…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other News: 
Sun n Fun.  See you there 16-22 April. 
Lumberton:  Mid Atlantic Fly-In, May 
18-20.  This will have workshops, 
forums, camping, and just good old grass 
roots flying and family fun.  Lumberton is 
a really great place for a fly in.  No 
encroaching airspace, large airport, good 
hotels, restaurants etc.  Come on over and 
join the fun.  Swifters will once again do 
some volunteer duties on the flight line, 
food and beer tents.  Special event will be 
the arrival of the LoPresti Swift Fury. 
As a reminder, get your hotel reservations 
in early:  find them at:  www.MAFSAC.
COM. 
Generally we stay at the Holiday Inn or 
Hampton near the Outback or at the 
Fairfield down I-95 an exit away. 
Additionally, we will have the use of 
Dave Barker’s lounge in his hangar for 
Swift Headquarters.   
There will be several featured flying 
exhibitions led by the Red Barons.  Come 
join the fun.  
 
Swift National at Athens  23-27 May.   
BE THERE. 
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David & Linda Barker 
4080 7th Street 
Lumberton, NC 28358  
Home     910 739-7767 
Cell         910 734-3100 
dbarker1@bellsouth.net 
N90341     
 
Paul & Tracy Barnett 
845 Brookwood Blvd. 
Brookhaven, MS 39601 
Home     601 833-2087 
Work       601 833-9124 
Cell         601 833-5400 
pbarnett@pbnissan.com 
N80824 
 
Steve Berg 
P.O. Box 600 
Midway, GA 31320 
Home     912 884-8666 
Cell         912 572-8688 
stevebee@coastalnow.net 
N3348K 
 
Terry & Kathy Bloom 
2895 Grumman Ct. 
Port Orange, FL 32128-6845 
Home     386 756-2196 
Cell         386 679-7927 
tsbloom@terrybloom.com 
 
Bud & Sylvia Brown  
718 Hartwell St 
Royston, GA 30662 
Home     706 245-6973 
Cell         706 498-3929 
asabrown@bellsouth.net 
N80999   
 
William & Patricia Bulger 
107 Amblewood Ct 
Peach Tree City, GA 30269 
Home     770 631-7899 
N4487Z and 80582 
williambulger@msn.com 
 
Dave & Debbie Carpenter 
1182 Blue Lick Rd. 
Berea, KY 40403 
Home     859-986-3517 
dcarpenter62@earthlink.net 
N78137   
 
Dick & Jeanie Collins 
450 Minoca Road 
Portola Valley, CA 94028-7755 
Home     650-854-1466 
 
Lee and Lola Dee 
255 Nieuport Drive 
Vero Beach, FL 32968 
Home     772 794-0001 
leeloladee1@bellsouth.net 
 
Robert & Roye Ann Dickson 
2720 High Ridge Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28270  
Home     704 846-4309 
Cell         704 905-1918 
N904B    
Robert.dickson@ccdickson.com or 
radickson@carolina.rr.com 

Bruce Douglas 
85 Rachel Avenue 
Trenton, SC 29847 
Home      803 232-1220 
Cell         803 640-6000 
bcd1495@hotmail.com 
N3817K 
 
Cindy Ecleberry 
1631 Marsh Harbor Lane 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
Cell         843 906-1516 
cre1957@gmail.com 
 
Bill Harris 
125 A LaBarberia Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Cell         505 690 7547 
Home      505 983-7966 
temcowilly@aol.com 
  
Ron Johnson & Lizanne 
7407 Waxhaw Creek 
Waxhaw, NC 28173 
704 843-4376 
johnsonronf7407@alltel.net 
 
Jim “Frog” Jones 
1431 Hilsman Rd. 
Madison, GA 30650 
Home      706 342-1680 
Cell         770 527-9036 
N3824  
jim@dixie-industrial.com 
 
Jerry & Linda Kirby 
P.O. Box 57 (1979 Fairfield Rd.) 
Westmoreland, TN 37186 
Home      615 644-3259 
Cell         615 426-7669 
Work       615 644-2278 
jelikirby@yahoo.com 
 
Bo & Gloria Mabry 
301 New Street 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
Home      843 524-5637 
Cell         843 812-7744 
swiftbo@ISLC.net 
N79K   
 
Bobby Maxwell 
320 Church St.  
Lexington, GA 30648 
Home      706 743-5321 
bobbyp51maxwell@alltel.net 
 
Stan & Glenda Price 
3005 Creekview Drive 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Home      817 488-8623 
N78030 
Stanpricetexas01@verizon.net 
 
Steve & Lynn Roth  
240 Riding Trail Lane 
Madison, VA 22727 
Home      540-948-4881 
Cell         703 593-2393 
swift29k@aol.com 
 
 
 

Rocky & Susan Rutter 
3250 Allspice Run 
Norman, OK 73026-4539 
Home     405 292-2092 
Cell         706 864-7797 
rutter@sbcglobal.net 
 
Eddie & Debbie Shields 
2565 Goins Lane 
York, SC 29745 
Home     803 684-2298 
Cell         704 616-2001 
ncswift@aol.com 
 
Charlie Sidenstricker 
highbogey1@aol.com  
1631 Marsh Harbor Lane 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
Home     843 849-9536 
Cell         843 693-9536 
N157TC 
 
Perry Sisson & Carolyn Graves 
18561 Crosswind Ave. 
North Fort Myers, FL 33917 
Diamond2055@aol.com 
 
Sam & Paula Swift 
972 Beech Bend Drive 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Cell         615 604-8557 
N3760K 
flyboycpa@aol.com 
 
Steve & Joyce Whittenberger 
1882 Seclusion Drive 
Port Orange, FL 32128  
Home     386 760-1058 
Cell         386 846-5132 
jssjwhitt@earthlink.net 
joycewhitt@yahoo.com 
 
George P. & Pat Waters 
412 Rice Hope Drive 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
Home     843 881-6021 
N141PW 
gpwaters@aol.com 
 
Steve & Barbara Wilson 
9606 Taxiway Drive 
Granbury, TX 76049-4452 
Home     817 279-1379 
Cell         817 578-9877 
stevewlson@aol.com 
 
 


