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The military mind always imagines that the
next war will be upon the same lines as the
last, That has never been the case, and never
will be. The areatest fador in the next war
will obviously be aircralt, The patentialities of
aireraft aftack upon a large scale are almast

incalculable.

Marshal Fock, 1923
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Activation

HIS is the narrative story of the Ninth U.S. Air Force over the Western Desert,
filtered from records and hgures and, in small degree, Ewrs::n.ul recnllections,

It ie 2 story of heavies over the Mediterranean and mediums and hghters in support af the
British Fighth Army's push across North Africa,

It is in just part the story of the Service Command and Troop Carriers and Air Transport
and all other elements contributing to what the British have acknowledged as '

help.

immcasuralile

It is the story of the development and test of desert tacties- the medivm bomber shuttle
service ; highter bombing | positioning ol the enemy hphter ; hghter bambing of shipping

and mstar transport.

It is & story equally of the Generals andl the "' Joes.”
It i finally, a story ol achievement.

Never large in size, the Ninth has been necessarily developed as a keen, swift striking force
rather than a ponderaus crushing power.  Its consequent fluidity and high degree of mobility
have been employed to the full degree of their utility with devastating effect along the north
coast of Africa and across the Mediterrancan.

The record of the Ninth is inseparable [rom that of the British Fighth Army andl all air units
which 5u]a|-_uu-w.:l its Fast to West drive apainst the Axis Afrika Korps. The aperational
bond, closer at the outser, widened as experience was accumulated and the medivm boambers
and fighters of the Ninth weve able to operate more on their own initiative,

It is this element which is here chronicled for the sake of an American record,

The story has 4 prologus in India, Major General Lewis H. Brereton, [.’nmn‘lnn:hhg
the Tenth LS. Air Force at New Delhi, |'|1tvrrn|:l:&:| a stalt meeting 1o read a cable
ordering activation of the United States Army Middle East Air Force Thiz was carly
in June. General Brereton brought with him to Cairo key headquarters personnel and a
5in;{i+: squndrfm af H}'ing Fortresses,

Organization of the Air Force became official June 28, 1942 in Cairo. The authority was
paragraph 1 of General Order mumber 4 of the United States Army Forces in the Middle
East,
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Tactically this organization included the Brereton Detachment trom India and the Halverson
Detachment which had been destined for China; but which was diverted to Epvpt en route.
Later this was augmented l}:.' |:|e1'5{mm?| transterred from nther organizations in India, the
Middle East and the United States and the assignment af organizations intact fram the
Linited States,

General Oeder number & on the same date activated the Air Service Command of the
Middle East.  General Order number 3 on July 17, n:dcsignntu:d the Halverson Detachment
as the Hal Bombardment Squadron.

The First Provisional Group was organized on July 20, This unit consisted of Group
Headguarters, the Ninth Bombardment Squadron and the Hal Bombardment Squadron,
Colone] Harevy A, Halverson became Commanding Officer of the group and thus began the
Ninth Air Force with one group of heavies.

T Hal Sepus whron was |'|.1.nd-picku:| in the States for one of the most daring raids of the war,
veiled noan an-tlpht secrecy at the time—ithe brm:]nng iof Tokyo, Bt with the Axis
accelerating its drive toward the Nile, the Hal Squadron had its i]L’hliH‘r dmngﬂl in misl
journey and it vectored its course over to the new Middle East Air Force, arriving air-borne
June 2 at Favid, bgvpr.

Anather carly arrival was the g7th Fighter Group.  This Group which was later 1o become
known among the correspondents as the Hying circus ' because of its spectacular assaults,
officially joined the Air Force, August 4.

Pilots and planes made the cm:ssmg on the aircralt carrier Ranger,  The Ranger anchored
off Tagos on the west coast of Africa and the planes of the ¢zth skimmed off her deck to
cross the continent as an air-borne safari under the leadership of Lt Calonel Frank Mears,
This strange land-brood left the mother ship July 19 and after a series of hops reached
Munueibila, Palestine, July 31,

The 12th Medium Bombardment Group, the gath Fighter and the jreth Troop Carrier
Group followed in close order as the Air Force took form.

NESUME

In the var ]1r stages more emphasis was laid on ]w.ni, bombers and there was o narural tendene ¥
b consider- Amariea’s part in the campaign as a ** heavy bomber show.”"  In a measure that
was true for no other theatre provided such a thorough test of the effectiveness of long range
heavy bombardment.

However, over the battlefield, in the close-in contact with the enemy and in the

and stealing of the retre eating Axis columns, American hlrhtu*-. atich riedhuin: bombers had
their roles and p]a};d them well.

Adr Transport |1+.~1-|;'uq-m|.-¢| a Herculean task in moving men and material to ﬁlJ[‘al‘.l[".-' the r'apiu:ll}f
advancing allied forces and moving air units hodily to new forward landing grounds every
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few days.
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