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MOVING THE CHAINS

Football season

We have six different high school football teams in
Pueblo: the Hornets, the Colts, the Bulldogs, the
Eagles, the Cyclones and the Wildcats. If you're
not a follower of the local high schools you may not
recognize them. But surely we all know the Bron-
cos and the Thunderwolves. If not them, certainly
the Buffalo’s, the Rams, and the Falcons.

Having spent already a month in football viewing,
we continue to find that many stop their lives on
the weekend to watch for something very old out
there on the field amid all the high-tech hoopla.
Football is arguably the most technologically ad-
vanced sport out there; you’ve got the radio re-
ceiver sending plays into the quarterbacks helmet
from the sidelines, the overhead cameras, the su-
per slow-mo video replay, challenge calls by the
refs and computer generated graphics on the field
indicating “downs and distance” to the audience
watching at home, or even in the stands. From the
perspective of one’s favorite recliner the live game
doesn’t look all that much different from the version
played on your average video game consoles.

Where exactly is the ball?

However, in person, things are a little bit more “old
school.” Particularly when it comes to one of the
games most important aspects; determining where
exactly the ball is supposed to be located and how
far the offense has to move it for a first down. The
way that’s done today, is the way its been done
since 1906. That was the year that the NCAA de-
termined that a team needed ten yards, not 5, for a
first down, and the year that the forward pass was
legalized. The Official Football Guide put out by
Spalding in 1907 set down the rules that have
lasted for more than 100 years; 1 To assi st
measuring the progress of the ball, it is desir-

able to provide two light poles about six feet in
length, connected at their lower ends with a

stout cord or chain Thuesn
theiic hai n wasborg.o
The Achain gangbo

Since those days, at every football game from Pee
Wees to Pros, a group of officials stand about six
feet off the sidelines holding blaze orange “poles”
with a ten yard length of chain stretched between
them. One end is placed at the footballs original
spot, lined up by the official’'s eyeballs with the
nose of the ball. The other end marks the line to
gain ten yards away. When the play ends an on-
field official estimates the new spot of the ball,
marking it with his foot and tossing the ball to an-
other official to set for the next play. When the
new spot is close to the first down end of the chain,
that’s when the “chain gang” trots out to “measure”
whether or not the offense gets a new set of
downs.

Often this is one of the most dramatic and breath-
less moments in a football game. Sometimes the
drive continues by an inch, sometimes it comes up
just a chain link short.

A lot of tradition is associated with the chains. A
measurement can swing momentum in a game as
much as a pass or a handoff can. But because the
chains are set purely with the help of the eyeballs
of human officials, the margin for error is still a big
factor.

@

You think now with all the techno-
logical advances, such as GPS and
lasers, it would be a no brainer to
figure out just where in a pile of
large sweaty humans, the ball actu-
ally was when the running backs
" knee hit the ground. Perhaps peo-
ple think about putting a computer chip in the ball,
or something else. Or if they could paint a virtual
yellow line on the field to show the TV audience
the yardage the offense has to gain for a first

(Continued on pagé)
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Please support your parish
Altar & Rosary Society

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
Saturday, Nov. 7tho
8:30am to 6pm
Salad Buffet Luncheon 6 $5.00

from 11:30am-1:30pm

Sunday, Nov. 8tho 9:00am to 1:30pm

Breakfast Burritos (Sold by Daughters of Mary)
Be sure to drop by and see the many holiday
items, baked goods, gifts, etc. available for pur-
chase, and enjoy lunch on Saturday or Burritos on
Sunday.
Your support brings our vendors back year after
year, as well as helps the Altar & Rosary Society
pay for Altar Breads, Communion Wine, Candles,
Vessels, and cleaning of the Vestments and the
Church.

Anlidav Chaw
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Your singing (and instrumental) tal-
ents are needed for the special Christmas music
we’ll start rehearsing in November. Will you con-
sider a part-time (8-week) commitment to the choir
through the holidays? You can expect a warm wel-
come, as well as the joy of making beautiful music
together. Our sole purpose is to glorify God
through the gifts He’s given us. (Wednesdays, 6:30
pm, choir room at the Formation Center) Please
call me at the parish office 542-9248 Ext.18.

Lori Judkins (Choir Director)

Religious Formation News

Our First Family Faith Fest:
A Celebration of the Priesthood
Ouir first Family Faith Fest is com-
ing on November 14th and 15th
We will be exploring what a priest
is, what he does, what he wears
(at Mass, anyway) and do some great projects to-
gether. We promise that this will be fun and informa-
tivel Family Faith Fests take the place of class for
kids in Pre-Kindergarten through the 8th grade and
the whole family is to attend (you can even bring
your grandparents—but not the dog or cat, sorry).

Our Family Faith Fests will be different this year in
that they will be held two times. Families can pick
which time works best for them and attend that
event. The first time is Saturday, November 14th
at 3:00 pm until 4:30 pm. (Families can then at-
tend the 4:30 mass—and sleep in the next morn-
ing!) The second time is Sunday, November 15th
from 9:15 amd 10:45 am (note we start earlier that
morning so we can get an hour and a half of learn-
ing and fun in!). We will meet in the Parish Hall to
begin on both dates!

Reconciliation classes have begun for our young

people. Please keep them in your prayers as we

prepare for this beautiful sacrament of forgiveness

and love!
AA_~ Laura Fisher Escalera

0{& Director of Religious Formation

Theology on Tap Pueblo wel-

comes young adults ages 18-35 to
join them as Hollywood Movie Pro-
ducer, Jason Jones, leads a discus-
sion on the themes of his movie
“Bella” and Human Rights. Theol-
ogy on Tap will be held at Manhattan’s Pizza Par-
lor on Friday, November 6, starting at 6:00 to eat
and socialize. Then listen to the discussion at
6:45. See bulletin or visit our website at
http://puebloyoungadultministry.googlepages.com
to learn more. Check out our Facebook page.

YOUNG AT HEART
Mark your calendars for
Friday, December 11th
at Noon

& Word Service with Anointing
followed by a

Catered Dinner.
An afternoon of Holiday fun!

The cost will be $6.00.

Call 542-9248 or stop by the parish office
during the week. Reservations taken until
Monday, December 7th.



http://puebloyoungadultministry.googlepages.com/
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As a community of believers, we invite you to
spend this Advent season actively awaiting the
birth of Christ; look for Him in the face of the poor.
Please consider participating in our annual “Giving
Tree” which you will find in the Narthex.

There are two ways to get involved:

1) The “Giving Tree” will be filled with gift tags for
families to take and return with a gift. Re-
turn gifts with the gift tag securely attached to
the wrapped gift and place it under the “Giving
Tree.” Once again we will be helping the El
Pueblo: An Adolescent Treatment Commu-
nity. This non-profit organization serves the
needs of “at-risk youth between the ages of 10
and 18 and their families.” By creating an envi-
ronment of safety and loving care, youth and
their families learn the skills they need to be-
come productive members of our community.

2) The “Giving Tree” will also be filled with enve-

lopes for families to take and return with

money. Return envelopes may be placed in
the collection basket during Mass OR dropped
off at the Parish Office during the week. The
money will be given to A Caring Pregnancy

Center and will help with their operating costs

and will also be given to “needy” moms. We

will also collect diapers sizes 3,4 and 5 in
the boxes provided in the Narthex.

According to a recent State Health Department

study, nearly half the births in Pueblo County

are to single mothers. The Caring Pregnancy

Center is concerned for the large number of

new single moms in our community. Their

first focus is prevention. They advocate absti-

nence until marriage, however, when a woman

chooses otherwise and finds herself pregnant,
they are there to walk the journey with her.

The Center offers multiple services and all are

free of charge.

The AGiving T
main in the Narthex
November 21st to
December 13th, 2009.

Pl ease return
> | by December 13th.

Tom & Louie's
Cupboard

Christ the King will once again participate in this
memorial food drive named for Father Tom
Scheets and Father Louis Stovik to honor their
commitment to the Pueblo community. The an-
nual campaign provides food for Pueblo families in
need, specifically, for Thanksgiving. They have
served over 3000 families within the last 13. years
and 425 families last year. This endeavor is now
headed up by the Boy’s and Girl’'s Club and our
parish youth will be assisting them.

Please bring non-perishable food itemsd No
GLAsSs OR OPENED itemsd to the Narthex on
October 24/25, October 31/November 1 and
November 7/8. Envelopes are also available
for Monetary Donations which will be used to
purchase turkeys for the baskets.

Thank you for your generosity.

Adult Enrichment

Metanoia: the biblical term for a complete change of
heart which turns one to serve the living God that en-
hances both personal integrity and the good of the
Christian community. Come hear the stories of
metanoia/conversion.

Adult Enrichment hosts speakers the first Saturday
of the month after the 4:3
Room, Formation Center.

Please see bulletin for registration form or call
Michelle Whitney at 542-9248 ext. 21.

Saturday, November 7th, 2009
5:30pm-6:00pm Meald $6/person
6:00pm-7:30pm Speaker: Rick Lentz,
Brother-to-Brother Ministries
fopi,cj AThg Power of For gi
ee-Blvgli()l04[:§Kevin, Ri ck Lg
was killed when hit by an automobile. The
father of the driver of that automobile and
Rick meet to tell their story.

yo ga&urdgyg,’ 6efcetr11l§e? 5th, 2009
5:30pm-6:00pm Meald $6/person
6:00pm-7:30pm
Topic: fAQuiet in th?o

An Advent Time of Prayer and Reflection

O pm
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down, then surely they can figure out a way to do
that on the turf itself. At least some would think so.

One chain link at a time

Well, no. Atleast not yet. For many years now
inventors are tech obsessed fans have tried to
come up with alternatives to the old “chain gang.” |
won’t go into all the alternatives that have come
up. But needless to say nothing seems to work as
well, or as efficiently, as the old analog way of
marking progress from point A to point B, one
“chain link” at a time.

How does Jesus measure our progress?
We find as we read in the 12th Chapter of the Gos-
pel of Mark, that Jesus’ answer reaches back to an
ancient rule book. Jesus breaks out the “old
school” measuring stick when He is asked, “Which
Commandment is the first of all?” He goes back,
as we see, to the Book of Deuteronomy, Chapter 6
Verse 5. There He points out the first and greatest
Commandment. “Hear O Israel, the Lord Our God,
the Lord is One. You shall love the Lord Your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind, and with all your strength.” This ancient
text is foundational in the Jewish tradition, as the
prayer that begins and ends each day. Namely,
AHear O I srael., the Lord
On e .You see, the starting point for Jesus is our
act of worship.

Worship is essential, because we recognize who
God is and, thereby, discern who we are called to
be. If we are made in God’s image as the “old
school” or “Old Testament” tells us, then we will
find our true position and purpose in life only when
we learn to love and worship the God we were de-
signed to reflect.

Move towards the dAul ti
On a football field players must focus
all their attention to the snap of the ©

ball. All their minds are on running the i ‘}
play correctly, all their strength in

blocking and tackling, and all their

hearts on winning — on every play. If 5
they are going to move the chains. :

The same is true for us. If we want to truly make
progress in growing into the image of God individu-
ally, then as a team we are to collectively partici-
pate with God in moving the world towards the ulti-
mate “goal line” of God’s Kingdom. Worshiping
God isn’t just a head trip or coming up with more

technological gadgets for Sunday morning to put
warm people in the pews. It's about putting our
whole selves passionately in the game.

First down, first priority, first movement, is always
to focus on coming to Mass and giving worship and
praise to our God.

Moving towards Godods
We find in the Gospel that when the scribe came to
Jesus and again asked Him about the First Com-
mandment, Jesus adds the other end of the meas-
uring stick as the line to gain that helps move hu-
manity forward towards God’s Kingdom. Here
Jesus goes “old school” again when he quotes Le-
viticus 19:18, AYou shall | ove
your sel f .o

If we begin at first down with going to Mass and
worshiping, loving God with our whole selves, then
we’ll also make progress chain link by chain link
towards the next stick which is “loving our
neighbors as we love ourselves.”

When you watch your favorite team you know that
they are doing well when they consistently move
the chains and drive forward towards the end zone.
At the end of the day the team that has the most
first downs is usually the winner.

If we are following Jesus Christ our success is
measured not only by how our love for God trans-
forms us, but by how that love finds its way through
us to someone else. Time and time again, Jesus
coached His disciples by saying that their love for
God would be measured by the love they showed
to others, particularly people in need. (Refer to
Matthew 25:31-46 or Luke 10:25-37)

At the end of the day the scribe understood Jesus’

teaching and His wisdom for Christ told Him, Ay

are not far from t Youaréi
r not far from the end zone, the place of victory.

The month of November is an appropriate time to
reflect on how well we are doing in moving towards
the Kingdom of God. We celebrate on the first day
of the month those who made it to victory as we
observe the Feast of the Communion of Saints.

We are asked that if Jesus were to break out
the sticks and measure our community of faith,
where would we find ourselves: first and goal,
or fourth and a mile?
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