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What a Wild Month!

February started off with a bang. Our Information Party was beyond my
biggest hopes- 43 Guests. First, a huge Thank You, to all our Members who
invited Guests and to the Guests who were
interested enough to join us. Now, lets
do our best to keep all the Guests and
New Members coming back.

FROMTHEPRESIDENT

Then we learned that we are matched for a 2010 outbound exchange to
Cape Town, South Africa and a return inbound exchange from Mt Barker,
Australia. South Africa was one of our 5 choices for 2010.

Next, we were informed that we have
been awarded the leadership of a 2010 Global
Exchange to Christchurch and South
Taranaki, New Zealand.

What good fortune! But reality is setting
in. Now we will need Exchange Directors
and Assistants to plan and coordinate withthe
distant clubs and Atlanta for these exchanges.
Please submit applications for Exchange

Director and Assistant Director positions for
these exchanges for 2009 and 2010. These
two Exchanges will determine the direction of our FFNC club.

Now our Berlin/Brandenburg Exchange seems temporarily stalled. Our
interested members have requested a second exchange week. We currently
await responses from several clubs and FFI for this second week. Unfortu-
nately, this takes time. But our new Exchange Director, Anne Brown, seems
to be taking it all in stride and we will weather the storm.

My thanks to March newsletter editors Ed Brigden and Cindy Paulson for
their time and efforts on this tremendous job.

March is World Friendship Month. Happy
Friendship to you.
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QURRENTEXCHANGES

FROMMT. GAMBIERAUSTRALIA
JUNES? 12

L % A small group of
7| N b'q approximately 10
s Sl ambassadors from M.
% Gambier will arrive in
Northern Colorado on
June 5. They will come
to us after a week in Ottawa and will go on to
Saskatchewan for a third week exchange. We
are sad that the group is small but pleased
that they are able to come.

Serving as a Day Host will provide a great
opportunity to share events and get to know
and enjoy our Aussie guests. See page 8 for
ways you can help.

EXCHANGE DIRECTORS
Barbara McCluskey 669 -0560
Kay Sheahan kay6568@peoplepc.com

*

FFNC board members are working to line
up a Domestic Exchange for this summer
(probably within driving distance of our
club). Watch for details soon.

TO BERLINGERMANY
JULY AUGUST

This year is a challenge
for exchanges all around

the world. FFI Atlanta is
arranging for Northern
Colorado Ambassadors tQ huummsmm

join a small group of other US Ambassadors for a
week with Hosts in England.

Following a week in the UK, we expect other
US Ambassadors will join our FFNC Exchange
to Germany. There, Hosts will introduce you to
history at every turn from The Berlin Wall to a
wide array of museums. The Berlin Exchange
Director anxiously awaits acceptance of exact
dates by all parties to fix the exchange program.

Approximate costs: $2500 for two weeks of
hosting includes airfare and some ground

transportation.  Dates are expected to be set
between July 26 & August 17. Options exist for
Land Only to allow other activities before or

after the exchanges.
Since we expect
limited seats, don't
delay submitting
your application.

EXCHANGE DIRECTOR
Anne Brown 663-3727
abbyl44@aol.com

MARCH13 ROGRAM SURVIVOR EASTAFRICA

In 2005, Aaron Hoefer invited his dad, Philip Hoefer, on a trip to East Africa. Aaron, who fell in
love with Africa in 1998 during a semester of study in South Africa, wanted to share his affection for

the continent with his father.

At our next meeting on March 13, Philip Hoefer will talk about their five-week father and son
adventures in Kenya, Tanzania, Zanzibar, and Uganda. Challenges they encountered included a

climb of Mt Kilimanjaro, safaris in the Serengeti and Ngorongoro Crater, and
rafting on the rapids along the lower Nile in Uganda. They also visited the
He will discuss interactions with the guides and

historic island of Zanzibar.
natives of these East African countries.

Philip is a retired forester with the Colorado State Forest Service. He and
his wife Marcia along with son Aaron, now a science teacher in Texas, have
traveled extensively and are always ready for the next adventure.
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FFNC S8LUTESHARLIE& HELENCRIHFIELD

Charlie and | lived the Friendship Force
philosophy long before we had ever heard of
the organization. We lived in the community
(not on the military base) while stationed in
Germany . Our goal was to learn about the
country, the people, and everyday life, in the
area we called home for 4 years. It was an
experience | would not trade for anything.
Our life there gave me a
very bad case of the
""" AdcCs

After our military
years, | was chosen tdead
a group of 10 teenagerso
Russia and Ukraine with &
People to People. In the
process of searching for§s
someone to teach this
group simple Russianfie
words, | learned of a
program to be held in Loveland.

It would
feature a group of Russians hosted by the
Friendship Force of Northern Colorado.
Knowing how important it would be for my
group to say, "Please, Thank You, Hello" to

their host families, | talked Charlie into
going to this program. | hoped to find
someone willing to help my teens learn a bit
of Russian and some information about the
country.

Yes, | found my language instructor at
Friendship Force. But more importantly,
Charlie and | were hooked on this previously
unheard of but great club. The members
made us welcome immediately. Here we
found others who enjoyed travel and did not
mind listening to the enthusiastic accounts
of travels from others. And they seemed
genuine in their interest to learn about the
everyday life of people of other countries.
Our first involvement was a visiting Columbian

Exchange dinner in 1991. With help from
newfound Columbian friends, we cooked this
dinner for our club members and our Columbian
guests.

In 1995 Charlie and | took our first Friendship
Force trip z to Mexico. We traveled as a small
group of 8 with Cinda Clark as our exchange
director. What a great experience that was. In
our first home in Toluca, the
Host managed a chocolate
factory. One of the items
made there and sold in Los
Angeles, Houston, and New
York was a chocolate covered
marshmallow on a stick. It
was very yummy. Charlie was
especially impressed by our
v Host's compassion and concern
for his workers. He provided
\ them a chapel, lunchroom,
and a clean and secure environment.

The second week we were hosted in San
Cristobal, Chiapas. This southern state proved
to be a totally different experience culturally.
Here we learned about the indigenous peoples of
Mexico's less traveled areas. As we drove the
mountainous roads of this area, we encountered
military personnel stationed along the roadway
with weapons and camouflage. (This was the era
of the Zapatista uprising.) We also visited a
church where a cross between Catholic religion
and paganism was practiced.

Since then, we've enjoyed many other exchanges
and have made lots of friends from countries too
numerous to list. Never in my wildest dreams
did I think | would have the capability to travel,
learn customs of everyday life experiences, and
build friendships that have continued over the
years. It has happened through FFNC.

(Continued on Page 6)
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NORTHERN COLORADO FRIENDSHIP FORCE HOSTS INFORMATION PAF

On Friday, February 6, forty-three invited
guests were treated to an evening of

information, fellowship, and international
refreshments! Hosting the event were fifty
members of our club, who worked in various
capacities to make the event a tremendous
success! Membership Chair, Helen

= Crihfield,
NIl greeted the
guests and dis-
W/ tributed name-
tags and bags of
materials.
Members and
guests had time
to socialize and
enjoy a variety of snacks, drinks, Interna-
tional desserts and coffee.

Betty Jean welcomed the guests and
members and then introduced Charter
Member, Cinda Clark.
Cinda shared the

history of Friendship
Force International and
of our Northern

Colorado Friendship
Force Club, established
in 1986, that has grown
from 18 Charter Members
to over 70 active mem-
bers.
Cindasaid, 0& OEAT AOGEED &I
everyone. But it is for those who want to
really learn about other people. To see each
country, not just at face value, but through
’’’’ I O Al AA
friendship is a great opportunity, and a sweet
responsibility. | believe it is up to us to prac-
OEAA 100 OAETT AO OAAI
myth of the Ugly American, and to show the
xT Ol A OEAO xA AOA

TT O Al h

Barb Turnbull, a six
year member, shared

personal experiences as a
host and as an ambassado
She summed up the
Friendship Force experi- F |
ence sayingO4 EAOA ¢!
something very special
about Friendship Force
travel. Really getting to
know people by sharing
AAEI U 1T EZA EO
AAAOAOG

Ol ENOA Ay

A

Nancy Brigden, an 18
year member, narrated a
slide presentation that
included a review of how
exchanges are planned.
Nancy shared photos and
experiences that she and
Ed have had as ambassadors
and as hosts, citing the
many connections and
common interests that are encountered. Nancy
AT A %A60 &OEAT AOEED &1 OAR
OEA &OEAT AGEED &I OAA OI 1 ¢
9/5 3AA 4EA 77101 AAo

The magic of the Friendship Force exchange
is in the home-stay. Ambassadors learn about
the daily lives.and culture of their hosts, and
O@Sébllsél ﬁ)enbshl Wrﬂijh &in last a lifetime!
Nancy quoted FFI Present George Brown who
summed up the Friendship Force experience
mgQ)YOA QOAUAA ET JA
YR b s AD R Bt a 16y 0 £ £
when | checked out. But, | always choke up
A when it's tlme to say. %3 ye tQ the ngw fnendi

vemEt B al FF Bxtn

AOEAT AT U DPAI Ppi A8o



