Fitch Mountain Association
Menmber Meeting Notes

Villa Chanticl eer/ Heal dsburg
July 3rd, 2005

Officers Present: M ke Cobb, Cheryl Cobb

Trustees present: John Murray, Al Pucci, Joe Tayl or

El ecti ons
John Murray retired as Trustee. Donita Proctor was nom nated and
el ected Trustee.

M ke Cobb retired as president. Charlie Jurecek was nom nated
and el ected President.

Cheryl Cobb retired as Secretary. Bruce Johnson was noni nated
and el ected Secretary.

Present ati on

Lily Verdone, SSU Masters Candi date, gave a presentati on about
her research on invasive species in the Laguna De Santa Rosa,
specifically Ludwi gi a Hexapetal a.
This is a species of water plant from Uruguay which is rapidly
spreadi ng in The Laguna, the Russian River, and flood control channels.
The Laguna was originally a | ake which was drained and channel ed for
agriculture. Ludwigia grows thickly in the water, blocking light and
decreasi ng oxygen content in the water. one snmall shred of Ludwi gia
can forma new plant that spreads rapidly. It creates a nosquito
breeding area that is hard to reach with insecticides. Wth Wst Nile
Virus spreading in this area, this has devel oped into a public health
i ssue. They have researched various eradication nethods; and, found
that application of an herbicide followed by mechanical renoval, with
conmposti ng above the high water line, is the best approach. This wll
be done this sunmer.
This is a cooperative effort with a nunber of agencies, Fish and Gane,
etc.
One take honme point is that any work in the river requires a permt.
This is because nore damage than good can conme if native species are
accidentally removed, or habitat for threatened and endangered species
i s disturbed.

Good information and help in developing a plan may be avail abl e
fromCircuit Riders, Sotoyone Resource Conservation District and Fish
and Ganme (who issues pernits).

Respectfully Submitted
Bruce Johnson, Secretary



