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The National Association of Pastoral Musicians 

(NPM) is a membership organization primarily 

composed of musicians, musician-liturgists, clergy 

and other leaders of prayer devoted to serving the 

life and mission of the Church through fostering 

the art of musical liturgy in the Roman Catholic 

worshipping communities in the United States. 
 

The local chapters and the national organization 

work together to provide mutual support for 

parish musicians, a forum for advocating musical 

excellence in liturgical celebrations, a vehicle for 

evaluating new and current music, and to assist 

diocesan and parish efforts in improving the quality 

of and interest in parish music.  
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Notes from the Director 
 

 

It seems as though we were all together just last evening enjoying the 
workshop and concert presented by Marty Haugen at our 2008  
September Gathering and Dinner.  Marty spoke on the origins and 
changes in the music documents, after which he presented a concert 
of his music which was both inspirational and entertaining.  It was a 
great get-together!  There was a brief business meeting at which the 
incumbent board members were re-elected for another year.  Jeff 
Bingham and John Swingler led us in grace, and a delicious meal was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
What seems more incredible to me is that our next September  
Gathering is just around the corner. This event will be held on two 
days, September 18 & 19, 2009, and will feature composer, clinician, 
author and performer Tom Kendzia.  
 
The format for this event will be slightly different than in years past. 
On Friday, September 18th, Tom will present a concert at 7pm at 
Mary Our Queen church in Plantsville, followed by a reception. He is 
planning on bringing his choir from Rhode Island to help make this 
concert an extra special event! 
 
The following day, Saturday, September 19th, he will offer a  
workshop at Mary Our Queen from 9am to 1pm, which will include 
coffee and pastry in the morning and lunch at the end of the day. 
The tentative list of topics which will be covered include ways to get 
your congregations singing and the relationship between catechists 
and musicians in the church.  I encourage you to invite your parish 
Religious Education directors to join you for this workshop. 
 
More details can be found elsewhere in this newsletter, and a flyer 
and registration form will be sent out in mid to late July, and will also 
be available on our website, www.npm-hartford.sytes.net. 
 
On the national scene, NPM has decided to discontinue all regional 
conventions and only host a national convention each year.  The 32nd 
Annual Convention is being held in Chicago, IL from July 6-10, 
2009.  Advance registration ends on June 5th.  There are some great 
activities planned, including a retreat on Monday morning given by 
Dan Schutte.  Please visit  www.npm.org  for more information and 
on-line registration.   
 
In our own churches, we have prepared during Advent for the 
Christmas season and sacrificed during Lent for the glorious Easter 
celebration.  For some of us, the choir season is winding down; 
however, as music directors we continue to prepare for “Ordinary” 
time, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Weddings and Funerals.  
 
I wish you a relaxing summer, and look forward to seeing  
you in September! 
 
Lucia Smolski 

 

 

Monday-Friday, July 6-10, 2009 

2009 NPM National Convention 

“Sing To The Lord!”   

Details - www.npm.org 

 

Friday, September 18, 2009 

Tom Kendzia In Concert 

7:00 pm 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2009 

Tom Kendzia Workshop 

9am-1pm 
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M E D I T A T I O N 
 
 

Have you considered the condition of the world around us? 
  
 

The Holy Father is in the Holy Land as I write this.  Last eve-
ning (May 11) I saw his visit to the Holocaust Memorial in  

Jerusalem.  Have you wondered how difficult it must be for 
him, as a native of Germany, to be in that place, praying that 

the acts committed by his countrymen will never recur?   
  

When you sing songs of peace, remember how  
sinful and how fragile we humans can be! 

 
  

 

There is the controversy now at Notre Dame in Indiana.  It 
seems to me that the presence of the leader of the free 
world in visiting the leading Catholic university in our country 
(with his completely opposing views regarding the unborn 
and regarding scientific research which creates life in order 
to destroy it) deserves our careful consideration.   
  

When you sing songs of life, remember the unborn, those 
who will never be given a chance to bring about moral  
resolutions to the issues that affect all of us on this earth. 

 
 
 

There are the threats of more death from weapons of mass  
destruction which continue to arise from such places as  

Korea and Iran.  In spite of all the religious faiths that exist on 
our planet, there are people who seem  

determined to kill as many people as they can.   
  

When you sing songs of hope, remember the suffering  
endured by our Jesus, who took all of our defiance against 

his Father onto his own shoulders and accepted death. 
  

 
 

Yet in the midst of all the suffering and pain caused by mem-
bers of our species, I still believe that God is with us, and will 

always be with us.  It is in our communal acts of worship, 
with words, gestures, prayers, and music that we can rest 

assured  of God's presence today.   
  

When you sing songs of love, look at one another, see the 
peace and life and hope and love in those around you.  They 
are your brothers and sisters for whom and with whom you 
make your music! Know that in looking at one another, you 

are  peering into the face of God himself! 
  

Sing always! Sing! 
  

Peace to all,  Jeff   
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NOTES 

 

N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  P A S T O R A L  M U S I C I A N S  -  H A R T F O R D  C H A P T E R  
 

Concert & Workshop by 

TOM KENDZIATOM KENDZIA   

C o n c e r t  

Friday, September 18, 2009, 7pm 
Followed by a Reception  

 

W o r k s h o p  

Saturday, September 19, 2009 

9am-1pm 
Coffee & pastry and lunch wil l  be provided  

Tom Kendzia is well known as a composer, arranger, producer, teacher, clinician, author and performer. He 

has been a professional liturgical musician for more than 30 years. 
 

Since 1980, Tom has appeared throughout the U.S., Canada and Europe at national and diocesan  

gatherings. He has been the music and worship director of the East Coast Conference for Religious  

Education since 2002. He has 15 collections of liturgical and instrumental music  

published by OCP, including The Ships That Sailed and Make Us One.  
 

Tom is a music and liturgy consultant for Harcourt Religion Publishers and music director at  

Christ the King Catholic Church in Kingston, Rhode Island. 

For more information, contact  

Cornell Bialicki 203.393.3459  
cornellski@aol.com 

or visit www.npm-hartford.sytes.net 

National Association of  
Pastoral Musicians 
Hart f ord ,  Connec t icu t                                     

Sponsored By: 

$25 Concert  and NPM Membership RENEWAL   

$30  Concert  and NEW NPM Membership  

$20  Concert         $20  Workshop   

$11  NPM Hart ford Chapter  Membership  

Mary Our Queen Church, 248 Savage St., Southington, CT 

NPM Hartford is now on Facebook!! 

 

Yes, we’ve taken a technological leap 

forward and created our very own  

Facebook page. It’s small now, but if 

you spread the word, we can make this 

a great place to network with other  

liturgical musicians and make new 

friends in the process! 

 

Go to www.facebook.com and search 

for NPM Hartford Chapter. A painter paints pictures on canvas, but musicians paint their pictures on silence.   

Leopold Stokowski  

 
 
 

NEW MUSIC FOR THE  
NEW ROMAN MISSAL 

  

ICEL (the International Commission on  
English in the Liturgy) has posted on its  
website a document that provides an  
extensive sampling of the music being  

prepared for inclusion in the new English 
language edition of the Roman Missal.  

The document also offers explanations of 
the various decisions that have been 

made about the musical settings.  Watch 
your mailbox ɀ this same article will  

appear in the June issue of  
Pastoral Music. 

  

4ÈÅ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓȭ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÏÎ $ÉÖÉÎÅ 7ÏÒȤ
ship is reminding pastoral musicians and 
other leaders that the new texts and the 
proposed music are being provided for  
information and study only ɀ they may 

not be  used in the liturgy.  
 

http://www.icelweb.org/musicintro.htm 
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