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French 3
Mme Bitgood & Mlle Wetterlow

Phone extension 1110
Email: Barbara Bitgood - bbitgood @northampton-k12.us
Erica Wetterlow — ewetter]l @frital.umass.edu
Class website: http://moodle.hamphigh.org
Help days: Tuesday and Thursday 2-3 p.m. and by appointment
Pet peeves: People who arrive late and those who often ask to leave the room.
Favorites: Positive attitudes, dependability, hard workers

This semester you will continue to develop your communication skills in French. We will
revisit topics that you saw in your previous French courses, adding to your vocabulary and
deepening your knowledge of grammar. We will spend considerable time working on
conversational skills and reading French-language texts. Class meetings will be conducted
exclusively in French and you are expected to speak only French in class.

Professions, introductions, weekend activities, meals and food, shows and events, sports,
healthy living, opinions, daily routines, narrating in the past tenses, giving commands, using
pronouns, French music and cinema, the provinces of France, and the French-speaking world
outside of France.

There is one big rule in our class:
Everyone deserves to be treated with RESPECT at all times.
What is respect? There are a lot of ways to answer that, but it begins with treating others the

same way you want to be treated. Do you want to be teased, interrupted, laughed at, bullied,
yelled at, or made to feel dumb? No. So don’t do those things to other people.

Violations of school rules will be dealt with as outlined in the student and parent handbooks.
This includes enforcement of the absence and tardy policies. Within the classroom,
consequences of rule-breaking will include: change of seating, loss of privileges, student-
teacher discussion, call to parents, grade penalties, detention, referral to administration, and
other appropriate consequences as merited by the situation.




Procedures:

Homework
Policy:

1. Upon crossing the threshold into the classroom, you must speak French. Please refer to the
many informative posters in the room if you need to make a request or find a common
vocabulary word. After the first few days of class, grade penalties as outlined below will
result from use of a language other than French.

2. Every day you must have the necessary supplies with you when you get to class. Please
bring your notebook (3-ring binder will be best), homework, a blue or black pen, pencil, blank
paper, and your covered textbook.

3. Please use the restroom, chat with teachers, and go to your locker between classes. You
are responsible for any information and/or materials you miss while you are out of the room.
No passes will be issued in the first 15 minutes of class.

4. You may not use any portable music, game, telephone or video devices in class at any
time. Any such device will be confiscated if it is visible.

5. Do not chew or eat anything while in the classroom. This includes candy, gum, your
breakfast, snacks, lunch, or toothpicks.

6. Remember that many of life’s problems can be prevented or solved with a little
communication. If you are having difficulty in class, please come talk to us. We can usually
find a solution. We stay after school for extra help on Tuesdays and Thursdays, plus you may
be able to see us other days and times by appointment.

You are responsible for independently doing whatever studying and/or practice activities that
are necessary to master the language and maintain a good grade. Rather than assigning
homework every night that every student must do, we will post a suggested assignment on the
board. We will help you learn ways to study and give you suggestions for practicing.

You will still have required assignments to do at home a few times a week. You may choose
to do any optional homework assignment for extra credit, even if it is not required of you.
Optional assignments that you do not complete will not be counted against your average.
Students who are struggling may be required to do all homework assignments until their
performance improves.

Assignments are due when you walk into class. Late homework will receive no more than
half credit. Students who are absent will have a grace period in which to make up their work
with no penalty, as outlined in the student handbook. We are always happy to correct late
work for you. Projects and essays receiving letter grades will be accepted late with a
reduction of one letter grade for each school day after the due date.

This is a great opportunity for you to take responsibility for your own learning and maybe
have less homework.



Grading:

Your semester grade is comprised of your first marking period final grade (45%) + second
marking period final grade (45%) + final exam grade (10%).

Each of the three communicative modes that we practice is equally weighted in determining
your grade:

33% of your final grade for each marking period reflects your Interpretive Communication
skill (the ability to understand spoken and written French), evaluated through listening and
reading comprehension activities, follow-up on presentations by your peers, etc.

33% of your final grade for each marking period reflects your Presentational Communication
skill, (the ability to make a written or oral presentation with time to prepare, rehearse and
revise), evaluated through oral presentations, plays and skits, written tests and quizzes, essays,
and other written assignments

34% of your final grade for each marking period reflects your Interpersonal Communication
skill (the ability to speak and write spontaneously, without time to prepare, rehearse or
revise), such as oral quizzes, conversations, informal writing assessment, and class
participation. Every day you will begin class with four (4) oral participation points. Using a
language other than French during class time will result in a loss of one (1) point. Repeated
use of a language other than French will result in the loss of additional points until the day’s
oral participation grade reaches zero (0). Failure to participate in class activities will also
result in loss of points.

The use of English in expressions such as “Comment dit-on en francais” will not be
penalized. Use of English when I have the Francais/English sign switched to English will
also not be penalized. If you have an urgent need that you feel cannot be expressed in French,
you should ask for and be granted permission before using English; i.e. “Est-ce que je peux
parler anglais?”

We will share your daily participation grade with you if you ask, but we will not point out
every individual moment during class when you lose points. You can assume that if you

chose to use English without permission, you were penalized.

Numeric equivalents for letter grades on projects and papers:

AA 100 C+ 78 F 50
A 95 C 75 0/No credit 0
A- 92 C- 72
B+ 88 D+ 68
B 85 D 65
B- 82 D- 62

Because we keep track of grades on the computer, we can easily email progress updates.
Email grade reports contain the current average, grades for all assignments, and a list of
missing work. Please indicate at the top of the first page if you would like to receive progress
updates by email.




