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Many A Slip!
L ast Updated: [24 January 2005 | A Global British Comedy Collaborative document.
Edited by Sandy Finlayson
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Many A Slip was devised by lan Messiter, who also was the creator of Just a Minute for the BBC. It ran from
1964 to 1979. Broadcast dates in this catalog were taken from The Radio Times.1

The chairman and the man who gave the tune-twisters, Roy Plomley and Steve Race respectively, never
changed, throughout the run of the show. Many A Slip had at least seven producers during its run. They
were Charles Maxwell, who also produced Take it From Here for the BBC, Tony Luke, Peter Titheradge,
Trafford Whitelock, John Cassels, Martin Fisher and Paul Mahew-Archer. The series lengths varied from 12
to 19 episodes Many A Slip! was broadcast on the BBC Home Service and was also sold around the world
by the BBC Transcription Service.

Participants:

ES Eleanor Summerfield
DN David Nixon

GR Gillian Reynolds

IB Isobel Barnett

KW Katharine Whitehorn
LP Lance Percival

PJ Paul Jennings

RM Richard Murdoch
TA Terrance Alexander
JP John Pertwee

TR Tim Rice

AM Andree Médlly

Series Summary

Series Start Date End Date Editions | Notes

1964 s1 1964.03.17 1964.07.21 |19

1965 s2 1965.03.09 1965.06.08 | 14

1966 s3

1967 s4 1967.04.16 1967.07.09 | 13?

1968 s5 1968.05.12 1968.08.04 | 13 R2 Sun 4:31 and 4:29

1969 s6 1969.06.08 1969.09.06 | 14 Radio 2 Sun 9:30pm, rpt Radio 4 Sat
7:00pm

1970 s7 1970.06.07 1970.09.27 | 17 Sunday 6:15pm

1 Thanks are due to Martin Hood for his work in researching the history of Many A Slip.
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19718 1971.04.17 1971.07.10 |13 Saturday 7:30pm repeated Thursday
12:25pm
1972 s9 1972.04.09 1972.07.02 | 13 Sunday 7:00 repeated Thursday 12:25pm
1973 510 1973.01.01 1973.03.26 13 Monday 7:30pm
1974 s11 | 1974.08.13 1974.11.05 |13 Tuesday 12:27 repeated Thursday 6:15pm
197512 1975.11.24 1976.02.09 12 Monday 6:15pm
1976 s13 1975.10.11 1976.12.28 12 Monday 6:15pm
1978 s14 | 1978.05.30 1978.08.15 | 12 Tuesday 6:30pm / Thursday 12:27pm
1979515 | 1979.09.18 1979.12.04 |12 Tuesday 6:30pm / Thursday 12:27pm
Further information on original broadcast dates and missing shows would be much appreciated.
Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location | S
Date
Series 1 (1964) Panel: Isobel Barnett, Eleanor
Light Program Tuesday 7:31 Repeated Home Service Summerfield, Richard
Wednesday 1:10pm Murdoch, Lance Percival
Chair: Roy Plumley
By: lan C Messiter
Tune Twisters by Steve Race
Producer: Charles Maxwell
1964.03.17 64-01
1964.03.24 64-02
1964.03.31 64-03
1964.04.07 64-04
1964.04.14 64-05
1964.04.21 64-06
1964.04.28 64-07
1964.05.05 64-08 Round 1: George Built himself a new four bedroom all 28:24, 26631, S BBC 7 G
R7: electric house... web v
12-Nov-2004
Final Score: Ladies 67 Gentlemen 70
1964.05.12 64-09
1964.05.19 64-10
1964.05.26 64-11
1964.06.02 64-12
1964.06.09 64-13 From Institute of Electrical Engineers, London
1964.06.16 64-14 Terrence Alexander replaced Lance Percival
1964.06.23 64-15 Jon Pertwee replaced Lance Percival
1964.06.30 64-16
1964.07.14 64-17
1964.07.21 64-18
Series 2 (1965) Panel: 1sobel Barnett, Eleanor
Broadcast times not recorded Summerfield, Richard
Murdoch, Lance Percival
Chair: Roy Plumley
By: lan C Messiter
Tune Twisters by Steve Race
Producer: Charles Maxwell
1965.03.09 65-01 Round 1: For the Benefit of those who have never heard 25:35, 12175, ? MAS - 2
Many A Slip, here’s an outline of the sort of traps prepared Tapei
for the teams. Fair
Final Score: Ladies 63 Gentleman 59
1965.03.16 65-02
1965.03.23? 65-03
1965.03.30? 65-04
1965.04.06? 65-05
1965.04.13? 65-06
1965.04.20? 65-07
1965.04.27? 65-08
1965.05.04? 65-09
1965.05.11? 65-10
1965.05.18? 65-11

2 . . .
All recordings from this season have some background hum, surface nose, and source tape running too fast.
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location | S
Date
1965.05.25? 65-12
1965.06.01? 65-13
1965.06.08? 65-14
The Following episodes were likely included in series 2,
based on Charles Maxwell being listed as the producer.
Round 1: Pumphret the Many A Slip Master Mind Detective 25:54,12322, 7 MAS — F
likes to work on each case alone. Tapea
Final Score: Ladies 84 Gentleman 62
Round 1: A Many A Slip News Bulletin 25:28, 12103, ? MAS - F
Tape b
Final Score: Ladies 70 Gentleman 87
Round 1: Pumphret the Many A Slip Master Mind Detective 25:45,12282, ? MAS - F
walks swiftly along to the Pawn Broker Shop Tape ¢
Final Score: Ladies 57 Gentleman 57
Round 1. There were three white mice and each one had MAS - Tape d F
been dyed. 12,207 KB
25:44
Final Score: Ladies 77 Gentleman 51
Round 1: The Murderer had left the house. MAS - Tape e F
12,344 KB
Final Score: Ladies 68 Gentleman 66 25:55
Round 1: The Gunpowder Plot MAS - Tape f F
12,174 KB
Final Score: Ladies 62 Gentleman 78 25:35
Round 1: Down at the Many A Slip Racetrack MAS - Tape g F
12,304 KB
Final Score: Ladies 70 Gentleman 59 25:55
Round 1: Mrs. Pumphret the wife of the Master mind MAS - Tape h F
detective was just comparing her husband. 12,247
25:42
Final Score: Ladies 64 Gentleman 75
Round 1: The Great Bed of Ware MAS — Tape j F
12,245
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 58 25:44
Series 3 (1966)
[Episodes, broadcast times and participants still to be
confirmed.]
Series 4 (1967) Panel: Isobel Barnett, Eleanor
Summerfield, Richard
Murdoch, David Nixon
Theme Music: None
1967.04.16 67-01
1967.04.23 67-02
1967.04.30 67-03
1967.05.07 67-04
1967.05.14 67-05
1967.05.21 67-06
1967.05.28 67-07
1967.06.04 67-08
1967.06.11 67-09
1967.06.18 67-10
1967.06.25 67-11 Pumphret the mastermind detective was afraid it might be 29:46, 27,898, S BBC 7 G
his last day... web v
Final Score: Ladies 77 Gentlemen 78 19-Nov-
2004
1967.07.02? 67-12
1967.07.09? 67-13
Series 5 (1968) Panel: Isobel Barnett, Eleanor
Radio 2 Sunday at 4.31pm editions 1-8, Summerfield, Richard
then 4:29pm editions 9-13 Murdoch, David Nixon
Producer: Tony Luke
68-01
68-02
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
68-03
68-04
68-05
68-06
68-07
68-08
68-09
68-10
68-11
68-12
68-13
Series 6 (1969)
Radio 4 Saturday at 7.00pm, Radio 2 Sunday 9:30pm. Note
mid series switch of first broadcast due to moon landing.
08-Jun-1969 69-01
15-Jun-1969 69-02
22-Jun-1969 69-03
29-Jun-1969 69-04
06-Jul-1969 69-05
13-Jul-1969 69-06
20-Jul-1969 A Moon Landing Special was broadcast on 20 July and MAS
was not broadcast. From here to the end of the series, Radio
4 carried the first broadcast on Saturday at 7:00pm and Radio
2 carried the repeat on Sunday at 9:30pm.
26-Jul-19693 69-07
02-Aug-1969 69-08
09-Aug-1969 69-09
16-Aug-1969 69-10
23-Aug-1969 69-11
30-Aug-1969 69-12
06-Sep-1969 69-13
Series 7 (1970)
Radio 4. Broadcast Sunday at 6:15pm, repeated Friday at
4:00pm
08-Jun-1970 70-01
15-Jun-1970 70-02
22-Jun-1970 70-03
29-Jun-1970 70-04
05-Jul-1970 70-05
12-Jul-1970 70-06
19-Jul-1970 70-07
26-Jul-1970 70-08
02-Aug-1970 70-09
09-Aug-1970 70-10
16-Aug-1970 70-11
23-Aug-1970 70-12
30-Aug-1970 70-13
06-Sep-1970 70-14
13-Sep-1970 70-15
20-Sep-1970 70-16
27-Sep-1970 70-17
Series 8 (1971) Panel: I1sobel Barnett, Eleanor
Broadcast Saturday 7:30pm, repeated Thursday 12:25pm Summerfield, Richard
Murdoch, David Nixon
Chair: Roy Plomley
By: lan Messiter
Producer: Peter Titheradge
71-01
71-02
71-03
71-04
71-05
71-06
71-07
71-08
71-09
71-10

® There was no show 20-Jul-1969. MAS was pre-empted for a special on the Apollo Moon Landing.
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Final Score: Ladies 72 Gentleman 72

Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
71-11
71-12
71-13
Series 9 (1972) Participants: Isobel Barnett,
Broadcast Sunday 7:00pm repeated Thursday 12:25pm Eleanor Summerfield, Richard
Murdoch, David Nixon
Producer: Peter Titheradge
09-Apr-1972 72-01
16-Apr-1972 72-02
23-Apr-1972 72-03
30-Apr-1972 72-04
07-May-1972 72-05
14-May-1972 72-06
21-May-1972 72-07
28-May-1972 72-08
04-Jun-1972 72-09
11-Jun-1972 72-10
18-Jun-1972 72-11
25-Jun-1972 72-12
02-Jul-1972 72-13
26-Mar-1973 73-xx7?
The Following episodes were likely included in series 8 or 9,
based on Peter Titherage being listed as the producer.
Round 1. Gerald Bird has bought a boat named Merrithew 25:00, 7406, ? ABC
With end music | Australia
Final Score: Ladies 69 Gentleman 77 26:43 01-09-10
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret: “Slaphazard Crime 25:16, 7406, ? ABC
Detection” Australia
01-01-25
Final Score: Ladies 85 Gentleman 58
Round 1: Advertisement in Many A Slip Estate Agency 26:47, 25118, ? ABC
Window. Australia
01-02-15
Final Score: Ladies 57 Gentleman 67
Round 1: Timbers on the Good Ship Merithew-Gerald Bird 25:18, 7413, ? ABC
is Caulking them. Australia
01-02-23
Final Score: Ladies 81 Gentleman 64
Round 1: As Everyone has a little scientific knowledge we 25:15, 7399, ? ABC
aren’t going to try to give you more. Australia
01-03-01
Final Score: Ladies 84 Gentleman 77 [some
inter-
ference]
Round 1: The Latest Report from Little Haven on Gerald 25:16, 7405, ? ABC
Bird and his boat the Merrithew. Australia
01-03-15
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 110
Round 1: Gordon Blue the Many A Slip Chef has a few 25:03, 7410, ? ABC
words about fish. Australia
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 89 01-03-22
Round 1: A Look Back at the “Road Films” 25:19, 7418, ? ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 80 Gentleman 77 01-04-12
Round 1. Those of you with long memories will remember 25:15, 25196, ? ABC
the three Many A Slip babies. With end music | Australia
26:52 01-08-06
Final Score: Ladies 70 Gentleman 91
Round 1: There are records which show that Quiz Games 24:54, 6299, ? ABC
were played in Egypt. With end music | Australia
26:52 01-08-13
Final Score: Ladies 88 Gentleman 66
Round 1: It's an Advertisement seen in the Many A Slip 25:08, 7?,? ABC
Estate Agency Window — For sale by Aution. With end music | Australia0
26:47 1-08-20
Final Score: Ladies 57 Gentleman 67 Good
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 25:05, 6281, ? ABC
was having a good time chasing a suspect through Britain With end music | Australia
26:55 01-08-27
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
Round 1: So many stories exist about Robin Hood. 24:59, 6311, ? ABC
With end music | Australia
Final Score: Ladies 70 Gentleman 70 26:40 01-09-03
Round 1: Gordon Blue the Many A Slip Chef. 25:00, 6278, ? ABC
With end music | Australia
Final Score: Ladies 66 Gentleman 90 26:31 01-09-17
Round 1: In case you have no knowledge of Mr and Mrs. 25:15, 6318, ? ABC
Happy who have three children With end music | Australia
26:41 01-10-01
Final Score: Ladies 64 Gentleman 64
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 25:00, 6316, ? ABC
wanted to arrest a criminal on the Wednesday. With end music | Australia
26:40 01-10-15
Final Score: Ladies 65 Gentleman 79
Last Show | Round 1: You may be pleased to hear that Gerald Bird’'s Boat 25:00, 6251, ? ABC
of aseries. | the Merrithew is getting along well. With end music | Australia
26:24 01-10-22
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 69
First Show | Round 1: This is How We Play Many A Slip 25:00, 6293, ? ABC
of a series With end music | Australia
Final Score: Ladies 55 Gentleman 65 26:35 01-10-29
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 24:58, 6318, ? ABC
doing a little private research has asked half a dozen people With end music | Australia
what crime they most fear. 26:40 01-11-12
Final Score: Ladies 63 Gentleman 66
Round 1: Gerald Bird who is oblivious to those who say he 25:00, 6273, ? ABC
will never finish repairing his boat the Merrithew . With end music | Australia
26:30 01-11-19
Final Score: Ladies 55 Gentleman 68
Round 1: When Woman alone is exactly the same as she is 24:59, 6284, ? ABC
in company. With end music | Australia
26:32 01-11-26
Final Score: Ladies 64 Gentleman 69
Round 1: Gordon Blue the Many A Slip Cuisinnier and 25:00, 6326, ? ABC
Cook will now give you a recipe With end music | Australia
26:43 01-12-03
Final Score: Ladies 77 Gentleman 57
Round 1: Augustus Bughampton had a father. 25:00, 6308, ? ABC
With end music | Australia
Final Score: Ladies 86 Gentleman 38 26:38 01-12-10
Round 1: Jack, Jake and Jock were each enjoying their 25:00, 6314, ? ABC
lollipop With end music | Australia
26:40 01-12-17
Final Score: Ladies 67 Gentleman 75
Round 1: Cordon Bleu an expression gaining ground the 25:03, 6345, ? ABC
world over is a French word associated with good cooking With end music | Australia
26:47 01-12-24
Final Score: Ladies 76 Gentleman 74
Round 1. Antarctica is the name of the circumpolar south 25:01, 6262, ? ABC
continent that is mostly covered with ice and snow. With end music | Australia
26:27 02-01-07
Final Score: Ladies 89 Gentleman 59
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 24:57, 6288, ? ABC
was most certain in his own mind that he would make an With end music | Australia
arrest. 26:33 02-01-14
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 77
Series 10 (1973) Participants: Isobel Barnett,
Broadcast: Monday 7:30pm Eleanor Summerfield, Richard
Murdoch, David Nixon
Producer: Trafford Whitelock
1973.01.01 73-01
1973.01.08 73-02 Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 28:09, 26393, S BBC 7
was enjoying sitting in the Court at the trial of a criminal and web
hearing the sentence... 26-Nov-
2004
Final Score: Ladies 100 Gentleman 107
1973.01.15 73-03
1973.01.22 73-04
1973.01.29 73-05
1973.02.05 73-06
1973.02.12 73-07
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
1973.02.19 73-08
1973.02.26 73-09
1973.03.05 73-10
1973.03.12 73-11
1973.03.19 73-12
1973.03.26 73-13
Series 11 (1974) Participants: Isobel Barnett,
Broadcast: Tuesday 12:27 repeated Thursday 6:15pm Eleanor Summerfield, Richard,
op David Nixon, Paul Jennings
Chairman: Roy Plomley
Producer: John Cassels
Theme: Radiophonics Worksh
1974.08.13 74-01
1974.08.20 74-02 Round 1. Looking Along the Many A Slip Bookshelf from 27:35, 25869, S BBC 7
left to right... web
Final Score: Ladies 117 Gentlemen 85 03-Dec-
2004
1974.08.27 74-03
1974.09.03 74-04
1974.09.10 74-05
1974.09.17 74-06
1974.09.24 74-07
1974.10.01 74-08
1974.10.08 74-09
1974.10.15 74-10
1974.10.22 74-11
1974.10.29 74-12
1974.11.05 74-13
Series 12 (1975) Paticipants: Eleanor
Broadcast Monday 6:15pm Summerfield, Katharine
Whitehorn and David Nixon,
Tim Rice. Tune twisters from
Steve Race. In the chair Roy
Plomley. Devised and written
by lan Messiter. Produced by
Martin Fisher
1975.11.24 75-01
1975.12.01 75-02
1975.12.08 75-03
1975.12.15 75-04
1975.12.22 75-05 Andree Melly replaced Eleanor Summerfield
1975.12.29 75-06 Andree Melly replaced Eleanor Summerfield
1976.01.05 75-07
1976.01.12 75-08
1976.01.19 75-09
1976.01.26 75-10
1976.02.02 75-11
1976.02.09 75-12
Series 13 (1976) Paticipants: Eleanor
Broadcast Monday 6:15pm Summerfield, Gillian Reynolds
and David Nixon, Tim Rice.
Tune twisters from Steve Race.
In the chair Roy Plomley.
Devised and written by lan
Messiter. Produced by Martin
Fisher.
1976.10.11 76-01
1976.10.18 76-02
1976.10.25 76-03
1976.11.01 76-04
1976.11.08 76-05
1976.11.15 76-06
1976.11.22 76-07
1976.11.29 76-08
1976.12.06 76-09
1976.12.13 76-10
1976.12.20 76-11
1976.12.28 76-12 Tuesday 10:05am
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
Series 14 (1978) Paticipants: Eleanor
Broadcast Tuesday 6:30pm repeated Thursday 12:27pm Summerfield, Gillian Reynolds
and David Nixon, Tim Rice.
Tune twisters from Steve Race.
In the chair Roy Plomley.
Devised and written by lan
Messiter. Produced by Martin
Fisher.
1978.05.30 78-01 Round 1: It’s usual in the first part of the first show of a new 2752, 26136, S BBC 7
series for me to give a complete pandect of the rules. web
10-Dec-
Final Score: Ladies 86 Gentleman 110 2004
1978.06.06 78-02
1978.06.13 78-03
1978.06.20 78-04
1978.06.27 78-05
1978.07.04 78-06
1978.07.11 78-07
1978.07.18 78-08
1978.07.25 78-09 Round 1: It was a lovely spring day everywhere... 2753, 26154, S BBC7
Web
Final Score: Ladies 92 Gentleman 83 17-Dec-
2004
1978.08.01 78-10 Round 1: The Many A Slip Farmer Wally Cowslip 27:47, 26050, S BBC 7
web
Final Score: Ladies 74 Gentleman 94 24-Dec
2004
1978.08.08 78-11 Round 1: You might like to know of a few abbreviations in 27:23, 25,684, S BBC 7
common use web
07 Jan
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 115 2005
1978.08.15 78-12 Round 1: Mrs. Whistle the Colorado Soprano... 27.08, 25452, S BBC 7
14 Jan
Final Score: Ladies 97 Gentleman 77 2005
MAS Episodes in this section were broadcast in the
period 1975-78 based on Martin Fisher being listed as
the producer.
Round 1: Humphrey Pumphret the Many A Slip Detective 26:48, 7927, m ABC
was on the track of the most unknown person in the world. Australia
00-09-14
Final Score: Ladies 94 Gentleman 82
Round 1: Shakespeare: The Plot of Twelfth Night 24:10, 7146, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 111 Gentleman 97 00-10-26
e Round 1: The first passenger flight 26:52, 7952, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 111 Gentleman 81 00-11-09
Round 1: Adjectives changed to antonyms 26:46, 7923, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 127 Gentleman 106 00-11-16
Round 1: The Many A Slip four Hens 26:45, 7919, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 106 Gentleman 105 00-11-23
Round 1: The Many A Slip Hotel usually serves pickled 26: 46, 7920, m ABC
herring. Australia
00-11-30
Final Score: Ladies 71 Gentleman 103
Round 1. Ethel and Henry Went to the Cattle Market 26:43, 7903, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 91 Gentleman 120 00-12-06
Round 1: Mrs. Whistle the Colorado/coloratura Soprano 26:44, 7913, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 97 Gentleman 77 01-01-04
Round 1. The Many A Slip Gardner Bill Waterbuts 26:47, 7925, m ABC
Australia
Final Score: Ladies 88 Gentleman 92 01-10-12
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Broadcast Episode Program Details Cast Parameters Location
Date
Series 15 (1979) ‘twixt Eleanor Summerfield,
Broadcast Tuesday 6:30pm repeated Thursday 12:27pm Gillian Reynolds and, Tim
Rice, Lance Percival. Tune
twisters from Steve Race. In
the chair Roy Plomley. Devised
and written by lan Messiter.
Produced by Paul Mahew-
Archer.
1979.09.18 Round 1 of | Round 1: I will Explain to those of you who don’t know 27:31,25801 S BBC 7
R7: the 1979 about Many A Slip what it’s all about. 21 Jan
27-Sep-2003 Series. 2005
Final Score: Ladies 85 Gentleman 94

1979.09.25 79-02
1979.10.02 79-03
1979.10.09 79-04
1979.10.16 79-05
1979.10.23 79-06
1979.10.30 79-07
1979.11.06 79-08
1979.11.13 79-09
1979.11.20 79-10
1979.11.27 79-11
1979.12.04 79-12
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