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Editor:

Gloria Dombkowski
Society Secretary

Come and celebrate the Festival of Lights at
Washington Park Zoo on December 1st and
2nd. See Santa and Mrs. Claus, delight in the
holiday carolers, enjoy the luminaries, make a
holiday craft and warm up with some hot cocoa.
Times for each day are 5:00 – 7:00pm CST.

The gift shop will also be open for shopping both days.

F E S T I V A L  O F  L I G H T S

Business Member
SPOTLIGHT

Timberland is a company that believes
in community service. Every full time
employee receives 40 hours of
community service per year (20 hours
to part time employees). There are three
major community service events per
year that every store as well as the
corporate offices participated in
globally. The biggest of these is Earth
Day. The Michigan City store partners
with the Zoo to use all of our service
hours, and for all three of these annual
events. It is amazing to see how many
local businesses donate for our Earth
Day Project.

Once a year stores can apply to win one
of the twelve Community Champion
Grants awarded by the company for
their partner. For the past three years
we have received the grant.

Timberland is located at Lighthouse
Place Premium Outlets in 601 Wabash
Street, Michigan City and can be
reached at (219) 879-3827

We are proud to have a business
member who believes that everyone
needs to give back to their community!
We encourage you to patronize them
as often as you can.

A D M I S S I O N

Members Free

Non member
Adults $2
Kids 3-11 $1
Kids under 3 Free
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Robert Romoser Otter Exhibit Dedication
On October 6th, a beautiful autumn day, the Zoo Society hosted the
family of Robert A. Romoser, members of city government and the
park department for the dedication of the new otter exhibit located
in the North American Carnivore Exhibit. Mr. Romoser’s daughters
and families traveled from New York City and
Boston to participate in the event.

Mr. Romoser’s dream was that Washington Park Zoo
would one day have a river otter exhibit.  He generously
left the society, through his estate, over $140,000. We’re
very pleased that his dream came true and can be enjoyed
by families for year’s to come.  Please consider making
the zoo society one of your benefactors when creating
your estate planning.

Zoo Society
Selection

of Officers
The selection of

Washington Park
Zoological Society

Board of Directors for 2008 will
be voted on at the November

14th Annual Meeting.

Officer candidates are:

President
Jeff Smith

Vice President
 Mike Dempsey

Secretary
Linda Lane

Treasurer
Mark Vinzant

Zoo visitors are enjoying
getting up-close with the otters

in the underwater tunnel.

Our hoofed animals (zebra, donkey,
miniature horse, sheep, etc.) eat more than
25 tons of three different kinds of hay a
year. Reptiles and raptors eat rats, mice,
and meat laced with vitamins, while the
parrots and macaws enjoy fruits and
vegetables to augment their diet of
commercial bird food. Even the emus,
swans, and turkeys get lettuce, tomato
and melon treats. Amphibians enjoy a
“salad” of romaine lettuce, diced
vegetables like carrots, celery, and broccoli
and fruit with the occasional hardboiled
egg as a treat. High energy animals such
as the otters eat high calorie fish and meat
augmented with the occasional vegetable
or fruit as a treat. The big cats eat meat
(and lots of it!), chicken, and get huge
beef bones to gnaw on a regular basis.
The bears currently eat 10 lbs of fruit and
vegetables, 2.5 lbs of meat and 1.5 lbs of
commercial omnivore diet a day, but by

the time they are full grown, they will eat
twice this amount. Our carnivores eat 2.6
tons of meat a year. The baboons and
lemurs love plums, kiwi, peaches,
avocados, peppers, apples and broccoli,
and the keepers must assure that the higher
status animals in the group don’t “hog”
all the food.

Enrichment food items such as peanut
butter, nuts, strawberries, and melon are
used for training, shifting the animals,
and for the occasional treat. Would you
believe that celery is a favorite food for
bears, parrots, and baboons? The animals
of the zoo consume nearly 20 tons of fruit
and vegetables a year. The Al’s Grocery
stores donate tons of produce to the zoo,
and Brandt’s donates tons of bird seed.
Many thanks to these two supporters of
the Zoo!

What’s for Dinner?Did you ever wonder

what your favorite

animal at the zoo

eats? Our animal friends

depend on the keepers to

carefully design and prepare

diets for a wide variety of

animals from skinks to grizzly

bears. These diets are intended

to resemble the animal’s

        natural diet to the extent

        feasible and provide all

             needed nutrients.
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Wa s h i n g t o n  P a r k  Z o o  S o c i e t y  H o s t e d :

The weather was crisp, then the sun came out and over 2,000
people visited the zoo that evening and everyone had a great
time.  The 5 – 8 pm, twilight to dark, made this BOO special.

Children enjoyed the 16 Trick or Treat stations that were decorated and
sponsored by: Alembic Artistic Studio, Attorney Michael Bergerson, H&R
Block, LaPorte County Convention & Visitors Bureau, McDonalds
Restaurants of LaPorte County, Merrill Lynch, Michigan City Firefighters,
Michigan City Rotary Club, M&M Moonwalks and More, National City,
American Licorice, Platinum Gymnastics, Savory’s Marketplace To Go,
Swanson Center, Timberland and Top Dog/Great Lakes Catering.

Lots of volunteers helped to pull it off wonderfully and we would like to
thank everyone that helped; with a special thanks the zoo staff and all of
the families that visited the zoo.
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Oh My!
Corporate Gifts,

Hard to Buy for Relatives,
Friends in Far Away Places,

From September through December 14, 2007, the
Washington Park Zoological Society is offering a fine
selection of Holiday Wreaths constructed from fresh cut
fragrant long lasting Oregon noble Fir. These pieces are
handcrafted and decorated with holly berries, frosted pine
cones, huckelberry leaves, blue juniper and a red bow. The
pieces are assembled by a non for profit in Appalachia
which provides jobs and financial assistance to people in
Appalachia.

By purchasing a 22” wreath, 12” Dwarf Alberta Spruce
Tree or a 12” mini wreath with a suction cup, you will help
the Washington Park Zoological Society raise money that
will help improve the quality of our treasured Washington
Park Zoo here in Michigan City, Indiana!

Order for yourself, friends and family today and help make
the holidays for your friends and families a memorable
one!

Log on to www.ckmarketingsolutions.com or call 1-800-
210-9908 and order today! Orders will begin shipping on
November 15 through December 14!

The Wreaths are constructed by the Mountain Economic Development
Fund, a 501(c3) non-profit, whose mission it is to save existing jobs
and create new employment opportunities to provide families  in the
Appalachian region a chance for a better way of life.

NEW ITEM for 2007!
12” Mini Wreath

with suction cup

Price $12 plus $3 S&H
to anywhere in the Continental U.S.

Hang it anywhere!

NEW for 2007!
Dwarf Alberta Spruce Tree

Noble Fir, Western Red Cedar and
Green Boxwood is used to form a

small tree in a bark basket decorated
with faux lights garland and

presents topped with a gold star.
Approximately 12” tall.

Plant this living tree in the Spring!
$29 plus shipping.

The Washington Park Zoological Society
2007 Holiday Wreath Fundraiser

Fresh-cut and Fragrant
22” Handcrafted

Noble Fir Wreaths

Decorated with a red velvet
weather proof bow, Holly berries

and frosted pine cones.
Decorations may vary according to availability.
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December 1st & 2nd
Come celebrate the Festival of
Lights at our Washington Park

Zoo. Holiday Carolers,
luminaries, meet Santa Claus,

and enjoy some hot cocoa.
5-7pm* both days.

December 1
Washington Park Official

Holiday Lighting Ceremony
Enjoy hot chocolate, cookies,

carolers, and the official
lighting of the Holiday Lights.

4-6pm.* Lighting 5pm.*
Call 873-1506 for more

information.

December 1
Chili cook off at

Washington Park
Support the LaPorte County

American Cancer Society and
taste some great chili made by

various City departments.
Call 873-1506 for more

information.

December 1- 31
Washington Park Festival

of Holiday Lights
Come and drive through this

beautiful display of lights.

March 15, 2008

P.O. Box 315
Michigan City, IN 46361-0315

SAVE-THE-DATES

The Zoo is Closed
for the Season

219.873.1425
wpzoosociety@hotmail.com

For more information call the
Washington Park Zoo

at 219-873-1510 or visit
www.washingtonparkzoo.com.

* All times are Central Standard Time
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