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From the Desk of Pastor Rohde:

A child had a mother of whom he was greatly embarrassed. The child’s mother
had unsightly scars on her face, hands, and arms. Even when the mother wore
long sleeves this child was embarrassed because her marred face was not easily
overlooked.

One day this mother came to school to drop off her child’s lunch and the
child was greatly embarrassed. All the children began to talk about her when
she left, and her child sought with all his ability to have the children focus on
something else.

That night the child confronted his mother and told her that she ought
never come to school again. The child emphasized that she was an
embarrassment to him. The mother did not respond, other than a tear which
welled up in her eye and ran down her cheek.

When this child finally grew up, he left home, got married, and had his
own children. The grown child made sure to stay away from his mother so his
children would never get to know grandma.

One day a letter regarding a school reunion came to this grown child’s
house. He decided to go but lied to his wife and said he was going on a business
trip. He lied, because after the reunion, he went to the house where he was
raised, but he didn’t want even his wife to see his mother. His mother no longer
lived there. Neighbors informed him his mother had died six months earlier.
They then gave him a letter from her that she asked them to give him if he ever
should return. The letter read: “My dearest child, | think of you all the time. |
am sorry that | embarrass you, because of my unsightly appearance. | want you
to know that | love you with all my heart, and that my face, my hands, and my
arms are proof of that fact. You see one day, when you were just a baby, a fire
started in our house and you were asleep in your crib. | rushed into the house,
cuddled you in my arms and brought you to safety. In so doing | was severely
burned, and the marred face, hands, and arms are the result of my saving you. |
love you deeply, and | hope that some day you will know and appreciate that
love. Your mother.”

One named Jesus “took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.... He
was pierced for our transgressions, and He was crushed for our iniquities.... By
His wounds we are healed.” How do we feel about Him? How are we treating



Him? Do others know He is our best Friend? Does the world know we love Him,
care about Him, and serve Him?

The hymn writer Joseph Grigg reflected: “Ashamed of Jesus, that dear Friend
On whom my hopes of heaven depend? No; when | blush, be this my shame,
That | no more revere His name. Ashamed of Jesus? Yes, | may When I’'ve no
guilt to wash away, No tear to wipe, no good to crave, No fear to quell, no soul
to save. Till then —nor is my boasting vain —till then | boast a Savior slain; And
oh, may this my glory be, That Christ is not ashamed of me!”

Another hymn writer, Frances R. Havergal, wrote the following words
from the perspective of Jesus speaking to us: “I suffered much for thee, More
than My tongue may tell, Of bitterest agony, To rescue thee from hell. |
suffered much for thee; What canst thou bear for Me?... Oh, let thy life be given,
Thy years for Me be spent, World’s fetters all be riven, And joy with suffering
blent! | gave Myself for thee; Give thou thyself to Me.”

May we never be ashamed of Jesus, but with gratitude in our hearts, let
us live the new life we have in Him, a life that is proud to recognize Jesus as
Savior and proclaim the great things He has done.

Baptized Membership......ccceeeeeeceecieececceeeecreee e 588
Average Worship Attendance.........ccuecveveeeeceeeiecceece e 215
Average Sunday School & Bible Class Attendance........................ 82



Member Encouragement
Cottage Meetings

Pastor Rohde, Pastor Wonnacott and the Board of Lay Ministry would like to thank
those congregation members who accepted their invitation and attended one of the
Spring 2008 Encouragement cottage meetings. It is our hope that you have
prayerfully considered how you can use the talents and gifts God gave you and
completed a Time and Talent Survey that was distributed during the meetings. If you
have yet to complete your survey, please do so and once completed, place the survey
in the Board of Stewardship mail slot on the wall opposite the church office in the
narthex or in the offering plate during worship service.

St. Paul’s congregation is incomplete without your involvement in worship services
and other activities. With everyone participating and using the gifts God gave us, His
name shall be glorified. Please encourage one another to praise God through
involvement in one of the boards, committees, study groups or organizations of our
congregation.

The Fall 2008 Member Encouragement cottage meetings will be held in September. If
you did not receive an invitation to the Spring meetings, it's because you’ll be
receiving an invitation to attend one of the Fall 2008 meetings. If you were invited
but unable to attend one of the Spring 2008 meetings, please sign up at the church
office for one of the September meetings.

The Fall meetings will be held on the following dates.

September 14th at 2:00 pm
September 16th at 7:00 pm
September 21st at 2:00 pm
September 23rd at 7:00 pm

Please select one the above meeting dates to attend and advise the church office or
one of the elders of your selection. You can make the selection now or after you
receive an invitation later this summer.

In His Service,

Pastor Rohde
Pastor Wonnacott
Board of Lay Ministry



HONOR ROLL AND PERFECT ATTENDANCE FOR THE 4™ QUARTER

The following students at St. Paul's Lutheran School have earned Honor Roll status for
the Fourth Quarter of the 2007-2008 school year:

Eighth Grade: Ben Coxey, Tom Lizzi

Seventh Grade: Matthew Fox, Jamie Hughes, Paul Wonnacott

Sixth Grade: Makayla Fox, Claire Schmidt

Fifth Grade: Hannah Boonzaayer, Garrett Fox, Krentin Hueni, Kerygan LaVine,
Madysen LaVine, Riley Schmidt, Luke Wonnacott

Fourth Grade: (none)

The following students have had perfect attendance for the Fouth Quarter of the 2007-
2008 school year:

Kindergarten: Ellie Feldman, Natalie Neufeldt, Justin Schmitt, Bryce Wogomon

First Grade: Zoe Lawton, Anna Leeper, Oliva Leeper, Sarah Leeper, Joshua Staiger
Second Grade: Desi Jones

Third Grade: Jessica Hughes, Cordall Schoning, Becky Walter

Fourth Grade: (none)

Fifth Grade: Garrett Fox, Krentin Hueni, Luke Wonnacott

Sixth Grade: Makayla Fox, Kevin Woodyard

Seventh Grade: Jamie Hughes, Paul Wonnacott

Eighth Grade: Andrew Borkholder, Megan Burcham, Ben Coxey, Matthew Kertai, Tom
Lizzi




SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES

School Office phone: 546-2790; or e-mail: schools@stpaulsbremen.org

For July 2008
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Our school theme for this coming year is:

“Jesus Gives Me Strength.”

*kkkk

SCHOOL REGISTRATION DAY: Registration and payment of fees will be held on Aug. 7 & 8 at the
school office. Information concerning Book Fees will be included in one of the summer School Newsletters.

SCHOOL REGISTRATION: We continue to enroll families for the coming 2008-2009 school year. Please
pray that families will prayerfully consider our school for their children. If you know of families for us to
contact concerning our school please give the information to the school office. (See contact numbers above.)

Chapel projects /offerings for 2008-2009:

Aug/Sept.- Bremen Food Bank Apr - Building Fund: Expansion
Oct - Liberian Schools May - Fort Wayne Seminary Food Bank
Nov /Dec-Bethesda Homes Plus->$20/ mo. to the Tuition Aid Fund

Jan/Feb - Seminarian Support
Mar - Camp Lutherhaven

THRIVENT GIFT MATCHING: Thrivent matches 50% of the gifts made by its members
up to a gift of $600. Members may make multiple gifts to the same organization with
Thrivent donating up to the $300 maximum. A copy of the Gift Form is available on-line
from Thrivent, or from the school. For more information contact Thrivent, or the school
office.

CAMPBELL LABELS: Save the small logo printed on the labels or the lids/caps of
other items Thank you for saving your labels (and box tops!).

THE TUITION AID FUND seeks your contributions to help those who desire a Christian

Education for their children but need a little help to meet the costs. Your generosity will
greatly benefit the cause of Christian Education for both members and non-members.

PTL: Please save aluminum cans for PTL. They can be deposited in the shed on the

south end of the school parking lot. If you need help, or_ if you have other aluminum
items to donate, call Deb Burcham at 546-4262.

NOTE!: Contact Mr. Ken Eichinger, the Building Use Coordinator, if you have
guestions concerning the scheduling the use of any of the facilities.



In our LifeLight Fall Bible Study
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Editor’s Note: A submission error was made in last month’s Epistle, of which we deeply
apologize. Mr. and Mrs. Lester Bollenbacher celebrated their 58™ anniversary on June 10th.

We apologize for any confusion that was caused by this error and celebrate the blessing of
more years together than originally reported.



