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Two photographs by former Northfield Center resident John Bonath are featured in this year’s second annual
Cleveland Institute of Art (CIA) national alumni art show.

*Drawn Together,” a juried show on view at the Reinberger Galleries in the institute’s Gund Building through
Aug. 23, features 84 works of art created by 68 CIA alumni.

Speaking from his Denver studio, Bonath, class of *74, said he was pleased to be included in the exhibit for the
second year.

*It's a show that gets a lot of attention,” the photoprapher and computer graphics artist said last week. *I'm
honored to be part of it.”

Bonath is a 1969 graduate of Nerdonia Hills High Schoel. He completed a bachelor of fine arts degree at CIA
in photography and printmaking, and went on to earn his master’s of fine arts depree at Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoe, Mich.

He mowved to Fort Collins in 1978, designing and developing the bachelor of fine arts degree program in
photography at Celorade State University before launching his own successful business, MADDOG Studio, in
Denver, in 199].

At MADDOG, Bonath specializes in fine art work and commereial product photography as well as running a
graphics design business deing computer layout/design and computer imaging services, while pursuing multiple
personal art projects.

As an artist, Bonath has drawn werldwide attention. A list of his professional recognitions takes up half a page
of fine print on his resume and includes serving as featured panelist the 1997 Midlands Invitational Art Show in
Omaha, Neb. as well as being the topic of feature articles in View Camera Magazine and Italy's ZO0OM
Magazine.

Along the way, he's found time to teach English in Japan for two vears; serve as art director for Poudre
Magazine; and perform as a member of a professional folk dance company.

He is also the father of a 4-year-old son, Casey.

His twe works in the CIA show, "Rubbing Two Sticks™ and “Ode to Frida Kahle, Hasta que la Muerte nos
Aparte (Until Death Do Us Part),” are part of a series of 10 surreal black and white photographs he calls
*Portraits from the New Age.”

Each of the works features a model — mostly Bonath's friends and acquaintances — encrusted with cracked mud
of various shades and textures and garbed in an easily recognizable “social uniform:™ a bride’s gown, a Boy
Scout uniform, a business suit or kimono, for example.

Bonath says the mud, a special formulation of creamy percelain slip and iron oxide, s used to represent both
the primal rocts of human nature and the deterioration of inner, individual character beneath the facade of social
expectations.

*“The work 1s meant to simply ask the guestions, *Who are we?" and *What is the process that forms an
individual’s self identity within a given social structure?™ he says.

Technically, Bonath says he pets the peculiar shadings and depth that mark the works by using a selective
process of tinting and bleaching the images on special phetopraphic paper.

*As a result, the works have a graphic depth from a distance that very few photos can match and much different
range of shading then most papers can produce,” he says. “They really push the surreal illusion of three-
dimensional space.”






