
What can you do?
 

Zebra mussels can sneak into Maryland with 
boaters, canoeists, jet skiers, anglers, and 
divers who travel from infested waters (see 
map) to the State's still uninfested waters. If 
your boat or trailer or dive gear has been 
used recently in a water body outside MD 
that is known to be or might be infested with 
zebra mussels, here's what you can do to 
help stop their spread. Before you launch 
your boat into Maryland waters, 

Dots represent confirmed collections or observations of adults, 
juveniles, or veligers, but not always established populations. 
Stars represent the discovery of the overland transport of zebra 
mussels on trailered boats. 

REMOVE	 all visible mussels and aquatic plants from your boat, drive unit, propeller, 
trolling plates, anchor, and trailer; put debris in a trash can. 

all waters from live wells, bilge areas, bait buckets, SCUBA gear, and coolers.DRAIN 

FLUSH	 engine cooling system, drive unit, live wells, bilge areas, bait buckets, and coolers 
with hot water, if available. If not, use tap water. DO NOT use chlorine bleach. 

RINSE	 boat hull, trailer, and SCUBA gear with hot water or a hard spray from a garden 
hose. 

DUMP	 leftover bait in a trash can; do not release it to the water body. 

DRY	 your boat, engine, and trailer in the sun for at least 3-4 days between
 
outings-longer if possible. Adult zebra mussels can close up and survive for up
 
to a week on a hull, inboard/outboard engine, or trailer frame.
 

Ifyou spot a suspected zebra mussel, freeze it in a plastic bag or preserve it in a small bottle of rubbing alcohol, then 
call Maryland Department of Natural Resources (Toll Free 1-877-620-8DNR extension 8615 or 410-260-8615). For 
more information, check our website: 

http://www.dnr.maryland.govlirdzebral 
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