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Jimmy Buffett can sing — and party — with the best of 'em

Buffett in top form at the Shell

Open road leads to joy, renewal

Jimmy Buffett gets license to chill at Wrigley

Rooftop owners want in on Jimmy Buffett concert

Q&A: Jack Johnson

Buffett works hard to have fun

Charlotte lands movie shoot based on children's book 'Hoot'

"Pirates"  Cannibal Scene Irks Natives?
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Podcasting Update and Caribbean Free Radio Interview

8 easy steps to a digital music collection

A marketing and design review of the Margaritaville in Las Vegas

Two Buffetts make beautiful music

Secrets of the Keys

The Keys

Hemingway's old haunt wants return to old days of smoking

More Key West News

Big Burger

The Naughty Buffett Chicks
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"Sacramento-based blues, swing and jump masters Little Charlie & the Nightcats are a study in
contrasts. Between the seriousness of their musicianship and their wry lyrical vision, the band's music
is simultaneously technically brilliant, soulful and loads of fun. It's been 30 years since world-class
guitarist Little Charlie Baty and harmonicist/vocalist/songwriter Rick Estrin first teamed up and took
jump and swing jazz and mixed it with hard Chicago blues, rockabilly, bebop and Estrin's sharply
original songs. Make no mistake. Little Charlie & the Nightcats are not new to the scene nor are they a
modern day revivalist band bent on recreating classic songs already done to perfection. They are
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originators. Their utter mastery of American roots music-from Chicago blues to Texas swing to
proto-rock'n'roll to jumping jive and bebop-is fueled by Baty's jaw-dropping guitar acrobatics and driven
by Estrin's winning original songs, cutting vocals and deep harmonica playing. The Village Voice simply
calls Little Charlie & the Nightcats " the class of the field."
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Premium Concerts - Tickets are General Admission. Shows start at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are available at the Oregon Zoo
with no service charge, at http://www.ticketswest.com, at all Safeway TicketsWest ticket outlets, or by calling
TicketsWest at 503-224-8499.

Saturday, July 9 - John Hiatt (wrote: The Tiki Bar is Open") with special acoustic set by North Mississippi Allstars,
$19.00
Friday, July 15 - Chris Isaak, $26.00
Sunday, July 17- Indigo Girls, $26.00
Friday, July 22 - Marc Cohn and Suzanne Vega, $17
Friday, July 29 - Bruce Hornsby, $19.00
Saturday, August 6 - Gipsy Kings, $35.00
Thursday, August 11 - The Brotherhood Tour: Los Lonely Boys with Ozomatli, $26.50
Sunday, August 14 - Pink Martini with Sneakin’ Out, $18
Friday, August 26 - Susan Tedeschi and the Blind Boys of Alabama, $19

Wednesday "Plus"  Concerts - Free for Oregon Zoo Members at the “ Plus”  level or higher. All tickets are General
Admission. Shows start at 7:00 pm.
Tickets are only available on the day of the show.

Wednesday, July 6 - Ladysmith Black Mambazo, $9.50
Wednesday, July 13 - Chicago Blues Reunion, $9.50
Wednesday, July 20 - Rosie Ledet Zydeco Dance Party, $9.50
Wednesday, July 27 - Norton Buffalo & the Knockouts, $9.50
Wednesday, August 3 - Emiline, $9.50
Wednesday, August 10 - Jesse Winchester (wrote "Defying Gravity" ), $9.50
Wednesday, August 17 - Asleep at the Wheel, $9.50
Wednesday, August 24 - Karla Bonoff, $9.50
Wednesday, August 31 - Wylie & the Wild West, $9.50

Meeting of the Minds Registration is open and going fast...
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Jimmy Buffett can sing — and party — with the best of 'em

By Jim Harrington, Contributor

THERE isn't too much that Jimmy Buffett hasn't seen while sailing the seven seas and touring the 50 states during the last 40
years. But the singer had never witnessed anything like the banner one fan hoisted at the HP Pavilion in San Jose Saturday
night.

"I've seen some funny signs held up at shows over the years, but 'Jimmy for Pope' takes the cake," he said. "The world is so
crazy these days, I might win. We'd be doing some chilling in the Vatican, I can tell you that."

A papal hat is possibly the only cap that this salty seadog won't wear in his lifetime. Buffett, contrary to his laidback beach-bum
image, is arguably pop music's biggest overachiever and savviest businessman.

After failing to make it in Nashville as a country singer in the late 1960s, the Mississippi native relocated to Key West, mixed
up a few frozen
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concoctions with salt and began promoting the dream of an endless margarita party with such sunny songs as "Cheeseburger
in Paradise" and "Boat Drinks." Over the years, he's diversified his portfolio by penning books, opening restaurants and selling
clothing.

At 58, Buffett shows no signs of slowing down. He now runs Margaritaville cafes in three countries and has opened his first
Cheeseburger in Paradise restaurant in Maryland. His latest novel, "A Salty Piece of Land," is another smash success for the
bestselling author.

(Buffett is one of only six authors in the history of the New York Times Bestseller List to have reached No. 1 on both its fiction
and non-fiction lists. The other five authors who have accomplished this are Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, William
Styron, Irving Wallace and Dr. Seuss.)

Most impressively, after a 35-year-recording career, Buffett finally scored his first No. 1 record with 2004's "License to Chill."
The platinum-selling CD, which features the vocalist collaborating with such rhinestone cowboys as Alan Jackson, Toby Keith
and Clint Black, has made the longtime pop star a crossover success in the country world.

None of that was expected to matter when the singer took the stage in San Jose. The ups and downs in his career have
seldom translated to the live arena, where Buffett has been one of the most consistently entertaining performers of the last few
decades.

Yet Buffett seemed absolutely energized by recent developments and delivered perhaps his finest Bay Area outing since his
"Fruitcakes" tour hit Shoreline amphitheatre in 1994.

Backed by his 13-piece Coral Reefer Band, which included three percussionists and a horn trio, the barefoot singer opened his
show in fine fashion with a rowdy version of the new album's "Piece of Work" and then looped back to 1983's great "One
Particular Harbour" album for the uptempo "Stars on the Water."

The colorful capacity crowd matched the headliner in enthusiasm. The fans wore shark-fin hats, pirate eye-patches and stuffed
parrots on their shoulders as they swilled frothy margaritas and danced in hula skirts to party anthems such as "Coconut
Telegraph" and "Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes."

Buffett once again proved to be a master at pacing and song selection, offering just the right mix, at just the right time, of slow
and fast songs, old and new tunes, originals and covers.

He would light a beachside bonfire under his followers' feet with island-flavored favorites "Volcano" and  "Cheeseburger in
Paradise" and then drop the flame for a simmering piece of sweet nostalgia such as "Son of a Son of Sailor" and "Come
Monday."

The singer excelled with recent hits, such as his cover of Hank Williams' timeless "Hey Good Lookin'" and the smash "It's Five
O'Clock Somewhere," and journeyed as far back as 1973 for the still-racy "Why Don't We Get Drunk."

He delivered a few surprises, notably a version of Jack Johnson's "The Horizon Has Been Defeated," and met expectations by
performing Grateful Dead's "Uncle John's Band," the singer's regular tip of his hat to the legendary Bay Area group.

The two-set show, split in the middle with a touching tribute to Johnny Carson by the nine-time "Tonight Show" veteran, ended
with a feeding frenzy of old favorites: "Fins," "One Particular Harbour" and, of course, "Margaritaville."

The last encore of the night, which the singer dedicated to Neil Young, was an acoustic-based version of "A Pirate Looks at
Forty." It's a tune about lost youth that Buffett seems to handle with a little less remorse these days.

Maybe, he's just being real. Buffett is now a pirate looking at 60 and the view couldn't be much better. 
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Buffett in top form at the Shell

Review by Tim Ryan

Thursday, April 21, 2005
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Jimmy Buffett may act like a simple beach-bum minstrel to Parrothead fans, but the performer proved again Tuesday night at
the Waikiki Shell that he's an unbeatable showman.

Only four other acts in the music business made more money than Buffett ($36.5 million) last year, who, in his "A Salty Piece
of Land Tour " -- named after his best-selling novel -- performance with the Coral Reefer Band, proved there's no need to
change a thing about his act.

Buffett and the band gave one of their best Hawaii concerts ever in a well-paced and seamless performance of 27 songs in
nearly three hours before a sold-out audience of 8,800 devotees.

The concert was particularly special because Buffett dueted with old friend Henry Kapono and new acquaintance ukulele
protégé Jake Shimabukuro. More about that later.

Buffett was in good spirits, looking forward to four days off after the concert, and his voice has never sounded better, hitting
high and low notes with ease, frisking around the stage like a performer half his 59 years, and emotionally embracing the
hysterical audience.

BEFORE BUFFETT kicked off the show with the robust "Piece of Work" from last year's Grammy Award nominated "License
to Chill" CD, Parrotheads from teens to grandparents were on their feet cheering. They had come from as far as Ohio,
Massachusetts and French Polynesia. Many wore parrothead pieces, straw skirts, coconut bras, shark fins and Buffett logo
wear.

Sherry Atkins and Camille Anderson flew in from Cincinnati, Ohio, to attend their 48th Buffett event. Each carried large
placards with messages of devotion to Buffett, who late in the show acknowledged them with an "Aloha Cincinnati!," sending
the women into a frenzy. "I may have had a, uh, moment when Jimmy yelled to us," said Atkins, a sales clerk.

"Aloha, we are back in Hawaii and the Pacific Rim," Buffett said after the opening song. "We're turning Tuesday night into
Saturday night. Are you ready?"

He certainly was.

Floyd Campbell, 56, and his wife Jeanette, 54, of San Jose, Calif., arrived Sunday night with suitcases full of Parrothead
paraphernalia after attending Buffett's San Jose concert last week. They arrived at The Shell at about 3 p.m., though the gates
were to open at 5.

"I couldn't stay in my hotel because I was so excited," said Floyd, dressed in a Margaritaville aloha shirt festooned with glasses
of margaritas, red shorts covered in tiny shark fins with the lyrics to Buffett's song "Fins," and a yellow-and-red visor shaped
like gaping shark jaws. Jeannette wore large gray homemade foam fins over each arm, a foam shark's head and fin on her
back held in place by a belt.

"We only get carried away for Jimmy," said Jeanette, a bank clerk. "We really are very normal, boring people otherwise."

Floyd, a housing contractor, added, "Jimmy makes it OK for regular folk to be wacky on occasion. It's why we love him like a
friend."

THE SHOW was enough to explain Buffett's longevity. Of course, the Parrothead did his staples for the congregation but
sprinkled the set with oldies. Buffett knows his congregation would get unruly if their deity omitted "Margaritaville," "Changes in
Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes," "Volcano" and "Cheeseburger in Paradise."

One would think that after 30 years of performing, he must tire of hits like "Come Monday," but one wouldn't know from his
enthusiastic performance. When Buffett came to the part where he yells out, "It's so nice to be in Hawaii again" -- emphasizing
the state in which he's going to put a restaurant in 2007 -- the song seemed fresh, his smile infectious.

A rousing audience group sing of Hank Williams's "Hey Good Lookin' " let Buffett stray back to his bar-band days. "Trip Around
the Sun" was another country rock anthem that got the audience dancing.

It was a surprising treat to hear some refurbished oldies the Coral Reefer band hasn't played live in years. "Woman Goin'
Crazy on Caroline Street" from 1974's "Havana Daydreamin' " featured a more driving arrangement than the slick original.
Kudos to guitarist Peter Mayer.

Buffett also paid tribute to duet partner Alan Jackson, with whom he sang his first No. 1 hit, last year's "It's Five O'Clock
Somewhere," a hedonistic anthem that fits Buffett's gleeful escapism.

Waikiki waiters David Anderson and Ricardo Gomez, both 20, and Todd Blanchard, 22, wore straw skirts and loose-fitting
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coconut bras.

"We're total Parrotheads," Anderson said. "I've worn this outfit for three Buffett concerts and I'll keep wearing it. But I don't
have the boobs to keep the coconuts in place."

When Gomez and Blanchard bumped hips during "Cheeseburger in Paradise," "Brown Eyed Girl" and "Margaritaville," women
on both sides of them joined in. "I tell you the coconut bras are babe magnets," Gomez said.

ON STAGE, Buffett's four female dancers were long, lean and sexy but their movements and costumes never ventured into
the risqué. Buffett knows his audience base now largely comprises families who bring their your children to his concerts,
although it appeared there were far more under 30s than at last year's concert.

Cindy Langley, 18, and Tanya Brown, 19, agreed. They attended with 12 other friends, none older than 21.

"Jimmy is the bomb," said Langley, wearing a Margaritaville tank top. "He's adorable and so cute. His songs just make you
want to have fun. We wish he had done a second show."

Brown's parents took her to a Buffett concert last year in the southeast.

"I resisted for a long time, you know, because it was my parents who liked him and how uncool is that!" said Brown, whose
T-shirt read "My Fins are Bigger than Your Fins!"

"But once I saw Jimmy I was hooked. It's weird that my mom and dad and I like the same music, but so what?!"

Surfing legend and 60-plus Joey Cabel danced, despite a recent knee-replacement operation, near the stage, next to a
swaying boy less than 10 years old. Former Four Preps singer and co-creator of "Magnum, P.I.," Glen Larson, also swayed to
a few tunes.

Buffett paced the evening's exuberance by introducing a second set of three meditative songs, "Banana Republic," "A Pirate
Looks at 40" and a magical rendition of Crosby Stills & Nash's "Southern Cross," that allowed audience members to catch their
breath before more foot-stomping songs, including the closer, "Margaritaville."

The first of two encores included the fan interactive "Fins," then "Scarlet Begonias," giving Shimabukuro a shining moment
when he let the uke virtuoso play more of the song than the two had planned. When Shimabukuro finished, Buffett whispered,
"Passing the torch, Jake."

A chicken-skin moment occurred when Kapono joined Buffett and Shimabukuro to perform the Kapono-penned "Dukes on
Sunday" about playing at the popular Waikiki restaurant. Buffett stepped out of the spotlight to let his friend shine for most of
second encore. Kapono appeared touched by the gift and played magnificently.

)
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And about a road trip to Phoenix:

Open road leads to joy, renewal

By Tom Wharton
Salt Lake Tribune Columnist

"It's these changes in latitudes, changes in attitudes Nothing remains quite the same With all of our running and all of our
cunning If we couldn't laugh, we would all go insane." - "Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes" by Jimmy Buffett

The open road beckoned, as it has so many other springs. With a tank of gas in the car and two weeks to explore towns small
and large, deserts and forests and everything in between, I could not help but grin at the start of an almost 2,000-mile journey.

Mainly driving alone, a few times with a friend, I headed out with no particular plan other than to make certain I was at an
outdoor amphitheater on the outskirts of Phoenix on April 12 with 21,000 mostly well-inebriated and strangely dressed
Parrotheads attending a Jimmy Buffett concert.

I would visit a favorite drugstore in Cedar City, down a quick buffet lunch in Mesquite and try to fathom the weirdness that is
Las Vegas. There would be a first trip to Laughlin, a bizarre Colorado River casino town, and a drive down Route 66. I would
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see the Grand Canyon, wander near Indian ruins and watch a movie in a down-home Flagstaff theater where the owner greets
patrons and holds drawings for prizes before every show.

There would be sunsets over the Kaibab plateau, "Law & Order" reruns on TV in forgettable motels, blooming desert
wildflowers and tiny roadside restaurants where the help was friendly and the food hot, fresh and tasty.

I crossed the Colorado River three times, did not eat at a fast food franchise and listened to a good majority of the more than
1,500 tunes stored on my iPod.

There was time spent people-watching, a favorite activity, from Vegas sightseers of all shapes and sizes to senior citizens
wearing oxygen masks while playing Laughlin slot machines to Europeans exploring Hoover Dam.

Two-thousand-mile road trips offer plenty of time to think, to pray and, perhaps most importantly, to empty a cluttered mind.
Highways lead to places but they also allow us to escape and celebrate freedom.

What can be better than finding an unusual store in a small town and being waited on by its owner? Or sampling a new
microbrew? Or reading the funny sayings and bumper stickers plastered all over the walls of a venerable independent drive-in
while feasting on a salty cheeseburger?

Freedom is having time to explore a new road, to study California condors as they preen themselves on a sandstone pinnacle
or to tour the Elvis-A-Rama Museum. It is having time to read an out-of-town newspaper or a historic marker. It is not adhering
to a schedule, sleeping in or staying out most of the night and having enough money for a bag of Cheetos, a root beer and a
tank of gasoline.

Joy comes in strange places, be it a song-filled cathedral, a quiet desert overlook or at the Church of Buffett, where the
vestments include shark fins and feathered hats with lights on them and the sacramental drink is a margarita.

And it comes while singing the words to a favorite Buffett song on a hot Arizona night:

"Oh, yesterday's over my shoulder, So I can't look back for too long, There's just too much to see waiting in front of me, And I
know that I just can't go wrong."

As I'm sure they feel in Cleveland, Anaheim, Boston and Toronto, Buffett convinced us that he loves Hawaii best of all.

It's the second consecutive year that Buffett has sold out a concert here and Buffett said later Parrotheads can prepare for a
three-peat.

)
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In September, Jimmy's playing Wrigley Field:

Jimmy Buffett gets license to chill at Wrigley

April 13, 2005

BY Dave Hoekstra, Staff Reporter

The conch symbolizes escapism in Key West, Fla. The clunk is the sound the Cubs usually make in September.

The two finally will meet when Jimmy Buffett and his Coral Reefer Band play two shows at Wrigley Field. Showtimes,
announced Tuesday, are 6 p.m. Sept. 4 and 2 p.m. Labor Day, Sept. 5.

Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. Monday, priced at $90 and $130 plus applicable service charges. There is a six-ticket limit per
customer. Tickets are available only at tickets.com and (800) THE-CUBS; they are not available at the Wrigley Field box
office.

Last September Buffett played Fenway Park in Boston and, after a mid-concert routine to dispel the Curse of Babe Ruth, has
taken credit for breaking the Red Sox' 86-year championship drought.
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He has his work cut out for him with the 2005 Cubs.

The deal was finalized last month when the Cubs agreed to play one less night game in 2006, stage no concerts that year and
donate, with Buffett, $150,000 to Lake View schools in exchange for the right to hold the concerts.

The Cubs have put a cap of 39,500 tickets to be sold for each concert. An elaborate stage will be set up in center field, and
bleacher seats will not be sold. This will be Buffett's only Chicago area experience this summer. He is not performing at the
Tweeter Center or Alpine Valley.

The Cubs and Buffett have a long-standing relationship. In August 1999, Buffett played a benefit concert at the House of Blues
for Cubs Care, the charitable arm of the Cubs organization.

Cubs president and CEO Andy MacPhail is a Buffett fan. "My brother [Bruce] took me to see him during the mid-1970s when
he was at Western Carolina University," MacPhail said Tuesday. "One of the first things that we had to do was satisfy
ourselves the field wouldn't suffer. The technology has come to such a level you can protect your field [to] as reasonable an
extent as one could ask for. The second thing: We had to make sure there was an appetite for it among the majority of the
neighbors."

Buffett fans are famous for tailgating, but tailgating will not be permitted.

MacPhail also said provisions have been made with Buffett and promoters Clear Channel Entertainment to accommodate
"some of our season ticket holders."
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Rooftop owners want in on Jimmy Buffett concert

April 22, 2005

BY FRAN SPIELMAN City Hall Reporter

Are die-hard Jimmy Buffett fans -- affectionately known as "Parrot heads" -- willing to pay top dollar to hear their man play
"Margaritaville" at Wrigley Field, even if they can't see him?

Apparently so. Which is why the owners of rooftop clubs overlooking Wrigley want City Council approval to sell tickets to a pair
of Labor Day weekend concerts by Jimmy Buffett.

Currently, rooftops are permitted to cash in on their bird's-eye view of Wrigley only during Cubs games. The ordinance they're
seeking would add the Sept. 4 and 5 Buffett concerts to the list.

Rain would make things worse

Rooftop owner George Loukas said there's pent-up demand for rooftop concert tickets, even though Buffett will be standing on
a centerfield stage that will be difficult to see from the clubs Loukas owns at 1032 W. Waveland and 3643 N. Sheffield. If it
rains, the stage will be shielded by a tent that would make it impossible for fans on rooftops to see the star, sources said.

"There are people who want to go up on the rooftops to hear the concert. We have 90 people who have called asking to be put
on lists. That's 90 people who want more than two and as many as 50 tickets," Loukas said.

Cubs would get 17 percent

"We do a fine job of catering a great dinner and refreshments and providing an atmosphere that's very conducive to seeing the
city, watching a baseball game or listening to music," Loukas said. "I hope the city passes whatever they need to pass to
address it. We'll be able to have more people participating in the celebration of Jimmy Buffett at Wrigley Field. And it would be
more revenue for rooftop owners, the Cubs and the city."
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Loukas refused to say how much he plans to charge for the Buffett concerts, but one thing is certain: The Cubs will get 17
percent of the revenue. That's according to the agreement that ended years of acrimony and legal wrangling between the
Cubs and the rooftops. Alderman Tom Tunney (44th), whose ward includes Wrigley, could not be reached for comment on the
rooftops' request. 
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Johnson in between dreams

Photo by Danny Clinch

Q& A: Jack Johnson

The chilled-out Hawaiian reveals his new jam band 

By AUSTIN SCAGGS

Some bands like to take chances. Jack Johnson wants to create a positive vibe. "For Queens of the Stone Age or the Mars
Volta, there is the thrill of getting out of their safety zone, to push the boundaries," he says. "What we do is play feel-good
songs. Our whole thing is about providing a party." Johnson's funky-mellow vibe first made him a star among the surfing
set, and now his third album, In Between Dreams, has gone gold less than a month after its March release. This summer,
the native Hawaiian will hit the road with his three-piece band for a two-month tour of amphitheaters, where, in addition to
strumming his tunes, Johnson will spread his mantra for environmental protection, touring in ecofriendly biodiesel buses
and sharing part of his earnings with the charity 1% for the Planet.

You learned guitar  at four teen and per formed at beach barbecues. What was in your  reper toire?

The first songs I learned were "Father and Son," by Cat Stevens, "A Pirate Looks at Forty," by Jimmy Buffett, "Brown
Eyed Girl" and "Hey Jude." My dad taught me the riff from "What'd I Say." When it was just my friends hanging around on
the front porch, I'd do acoustic versions of a lot of Minor Threat songs, and a lot of Fugazi.

Your  older  brothers must have turned you on to tons of music.

They were into rock, so I'd get their hand-me-downs. Queen was one of the first records I ever listened to. I had a little
plastic "my first record player" sort of thing, and I'd listen to Black Sabbath, Devo, Men at Work and the Kiss record where
all the girls are almost naked, crawling up toward the band's feet.

Do your  folks listen to your  music?

Yeah. Every time I borrow the car, I see that my mom always has one of my CDs in there. She's always studying the words,
asking me what certain things mean. When I was about sixteen, me and my friends had a punk band, and we used to record
on a little four-track. I'd play the tapes for her -- just really loud punk -- and she'd always say, "It sounds so good, honey!
You guys are great!" We'd be screaming, and she'd say how nice our voices sounded.

What was the band called?
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Limber Chicken. Our logo was this guy who was doing a disco dance move, grabbing his ankle with his other hand behind
his head.

Did you play any gigs?

Yeah. We did three gigs -- house parties around our graduation.

Did you dress punk?

Not really. We were still in our flip-flops and surf trunks.

What possesses you to dance, and what do you dance like?

I'm not a great dancer, but I'm not one of those guys who's like, "Yeah, I don't dance." I like getting down to a little Sly and
the Family Stone, like "If You Want Me to Stay" -- that song is so good -- or "Family Affair." And James Brown and Ray
Charles. Old soul stuff. I like Eighties dance stuff too, like Madonna. We've been playing a Madonna song in our set lately:
"Holiday."

What's your  favor ite Pear l Jam song?

As far as their later stuff goes, I really like that song "Soon Forget." We played that together at their show at the Santa
Barbara Bowl. Sometimes I play it at my own shows. But on their first record, Ten, there's that song "Black." I pissed my
brothers off so much playing that record constantly.

Do you jam with Eddie Vedder  and other  musician-sur fers when they're in Hawaii?

Sure. I know Mars Volta's drummer, Jon Theodore. He's amazing, and he's a surfer. He comes out and stays next door to
me in Hawaii, so we've hung out a bit. We have a funny band that we've been talking about putting together. We're gonna
try to jam. It's him, Kirk [Hammett from Metallica], Jon on drums and myself. Should be fun.

I f you were forced to get baked and listen to an album: What kind of weed? What album?

Let's see. The weed doesn't really matter -- I've never been a weed aficionado. It's either there or it isn't. It's tough just
picking one album. Radiohead is pretty amazing to check out. Kid A might put you in a funny mood, but that's definitely 
one to put some headphones on and listen to all the crazy layers. But some of those songs can be really dark, so I'd follow
that up with some early Bob Marley stuff, like African Herbsman, to get you back into a good state of mind.

Have you ever  hung out with Don Ho?

Not yet. That'd be a good hang, though. He's got "Tiny Bubbles," and I have "Bubble Toes."

But you're tight with Jackson Browne?

I've known him since I was a teenager. He's a bodysurfer and really into the ocean. He was a friend of my family, and we've
kept in touch. After I made my first record, Jackson contacted me and was really supportive. Out of everyone in the music
world, he's been the most helpful, and it's cool to see what a normal guy he still is.

Do you lose your  mind being away from the ocean when you're on tour?

I can go about two weeks away from the ocean without getting cranky. I don't know how else to exercise, so I get all
chunky and out of shape. Luckily, at some point we're stopping in Wisconsin, where there's a water park with a wave pool.
By then, I'll be jonesin'.
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Buffett works hard to have fun

Bonnie Wach
Sunday, April 10, 2005

I have been listening to Radio Margaritaville and picturing guys in loud Hawaiian shirts and hula skirts with parrots on their
heads swaying to the refrain of "Why Don't We Get Drunk and Screw?" So when Jimmy Buffett gets on the phone -- and tells
me that long before he began singing about beer- soaked encounters in bars, he dreamed of being a Serious Southern Writer
in the mold of Faulkner and Flannery O'Connor -- I find myself looking briefly down at the caller ID.

"Writing was my first passion -- before songwriting," he says. "I grew up in a family of readers, and I got a degree in journalism.
When I was just out of college, I took a job writing for Billboard magazine. It was one of the great learning experiences of my
life. Later, I was too busy having fun to worry about writing."

This may be the understatement of the year. The author of such songs as the aforementioned "Why Don't We Get Drunk,"
"Margaritaville" and "Cheeseburger in Paradise," Buffett, 59, has turned a penchant for boozing, beachcombing and pursuing
the good life into a bankable lifestyle and marketing bonanza. His empire these days stretches beyond music and books to
restaurants, bars, retail shops, nightclubs, philanthropic organizations, film (he's producing "Hoot," a movie based on Carl
Hiaasen's best-selling children's book), a radio station and a record label. His latest novel, "A Salty Piece of Land" (also the
title of his current concert tour, which comes to HP Pavilion in San Jose on Saturday), is packaged with a CD containing a
song based on the title, an idea that just may open up a whole new world of creative cross-pollination.

Minus the bad attitude, jail time and an IPO, Buffett could very well be the Martha Stewart of the laid-back set.

Before all the lit snobs write him off as just another Lindsay Lohan- style wannabe cashing in on fan adulation, consider this: In
a 35-year music career (more than a dozen of those as a top-grossing concert act), he has had only one No. 1 record and one
Grammy nomination -- both from last year's "License to Chill" album.

Conversely, Jimmy Buffett the writer is among an elite group of only six authors in the history of the New York Times
best-seller list -- a list that includes Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, William Styron and Dr. Seuss -- whose books have
reached No. 1 in both the fiction and nonfiction categories. "Salty Piece of Land," a breezy, escapist adventure that came out
in November, earned a rave review from the paper and stayed in the Top 10 for more than three months.

"The first question I always get asked is, 'Do you write your own stuff?' " Buffett says, laughing. "With all the people using
ghostwriters, I suppose it's a sign of the times. I always thought that if you were a writer, you wrote everything. I'd written prose
and short stories, but nothing like a big novel. Once I did that first one, I developed tremendous respect for the dedication it
takes to do something like that. Lots of people you meet say, 'I'm gonna write a book one day,' and I say, 'Good luck.' It's
lonely and hard work."

Buffett says his desire to write came back many years after his recording and performing career was in full swing. "I wanted to
challenge myself to write something longer than a song. I started writing a children's story, and my editor said she liked what I
wrote and thought I ought to pursue something more adult and longer."

The result was "Tales From Margaritaville" (1993), a collection of short stories filled with likable scoundrels and kick-back
cowboys who, like Buffett himself, seem to enjoy the journey more than the destination.

Next came "A Pirate Looks at 50" (1999), a memoir and chronicle of his trip to the Southern Hemisphere for his 50th birthday,
then the mystery novel "Where Is Joe Merchant?" (2003) and "A Salty Piece of Land." All have been best-sellers. It's the kind
of success every budding author dreams of, but Buffett suffers no delusions of grandeur.

"It's all entertainment to me -- not literature, not philosophy. The music got me to the point where somebody would actually
listen to me talk about being a writer," he says. "What I know about anybody who's had any amount of success in music or
writing, your first audience is you. Then you go to the next level, singing in the shower, and if you're lucky, someone hires you.
And then you perform for your mother's friends, and once past your mother's friends, you're on your own. Those years are
lonely years. I had good, clever ideas, but no one gave a damn about 'em for a long time. Going nowhere was 50 percent of
my career. But the thought process was always there. It doesn't change no matter how successful you are."

While talent no doubt has a lot to do with it, Buffett credits much of his good fortune to luck and a solid, Midwestern work ethic.

"I've never canceled a show in 35 years. During 'Salty Piece,' I said 'What am I doing this for?' a lot of times. But I kept at it. I
consider myself a journeyman. I started with a small audience, I showed up on time, and it grew. I did what I expect anyone to
do in a job that you pay them well for. And it escalated beyond my wildest dreams."
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As to whether he thinks his literary career will ever eclipse his musical one, Buffett is characteristically sanguine.

"It doesn't matter to me. The most gratifying part is that people have come up to me and said they love my writing -- and didn't
know I sang." 
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And a bit more about the movie Jimmy is producing and writing the music for: 

Charlotte lands movie shoot based on children's book 'Hoot' 
By Laura Ruane
Published by news-press.com on April 19, 2005

Charlotte County tourism promoters have something new to crow about: they've learned their region has been cast in a feature
film.

The movie is "Hoot." It's based on a Newbery award-winning children's book written by best-selling novelist and Miami Herald
columnist Carl Hiaasen.

Shooting will start this summer. Singer-songwriter Jimmy Buffett is co-executive producer. He'll create music for the film and
likely have an on-screen cameo role, according to the Charlotte County Visitor's Bureau.

The production companies involved filmed two other popular children's books — "Holes" and "Because of Winn-Dixie."

Winning a location shoot for a feature film is a real coup for Charlotte, which competed with more than two dozen similar
agencies.

"We strive all the time for feature films, but you don't often get one," said Becky Bovell, director of the Charlotte visitor bureau.
Charlotte Harbor Boat Storage in Placida is among the local spots to be filmed, Bovell added.

The direct economic impact of a film this size is about $85,000 per shooting day, according to the Association of Film
Commissioners International. "Let's hope (filmmakers) come for many, many days," Bovell said.

Besides direct spending, the anticipated publicity is especially welcome as the area rebuilds after Hurricane Charley.

That Aug. 13 storm knocked out about a third of Charlotte's lodging units, which totaled about 3,500. Roughly one-half of the
damaged rooms now are back in service, Bovell said.

"Hoot" the book is an ecological mystery centering on a middle school-age boy's quest to save a nest of burrowing owls.

The movie is likely to get considerable attention in the Sunshine State because Gov. Jeb Bush named the book as this year's
"Read Together, Florida" selection. It's a yearly effort that encourages all Floridians to read and share one book title and
participate in related community activities.
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"Pirates"  Cannibal Scene Irks Natives?

by Josh Grossberg
Apr 25, 2005, 3:00 pm PT

Arghh! Thar be controversy brewin' ahead, me hearties.

The brain trust behind Walt Disney's Pirates of the Caribbean sequel now shooting on location is taking heat from an
indigenous leader over a scene in which Johnny Depp's swashbuckling hero Captain Jack Sparrow gets roasted on a spit.
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The Los Angeles Times reports that Chief Charles Williams, head of the 3,500-strong Carib people--a minority who live on the
island of Dominica--is calling on his fellow tribe members to boycott Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest because the
fantasy film supposedly perpetuates the incorrect view that their ancestors dined on human flesh.

The sequel is one of two to 2003's blockbuster Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl being filmed
back-to-back on location in Dominica and several other Caribbean islands.

Dead Man's Chest is scheduled to hit theaters in summer 2006, while the as-yet untitled third film is due out in 2007.

The spit spat boils down to a scene that's said to take place in the middle of the movie, when Captain Jack is captured by
natives and ends up hog-tied and generously sprinkled with fruits and vegetables in, as one Disney exec puts it, a human
"shish kebab."

"It's a funny, almost campy sequence," Bruce Hendricks, Disney's executive in charge of production, tells the Times about the
five-minute scene. "There are a lot of silly moments in it."

Although Captain Jack escapes (and goes on to fight ghostly scalawags and rum-lovin' zombies), the depiction of natives as
flesh-craving savages bothers Williams, who says it's un-P.C. and untrue.

"Pirates did come to the Caribbean in the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries," Williams tells the Times. "Our ancestors were
labeled cannibals."

Caribs migrated to Dominica from South america over a 1,000 years ago. History books used to portray them as cannibals, but
historians have since found sufficient evidence to suggest that the Spanish frequently made up such stories as a way to vilify
the natives and justify colonization..

"Today, that myth, that stigma is still alive," Williams adds. "Today, Disney wants to popularize that stigma one more time, this
time through film, and film is a powerful tool of propaganda."

Disney declined to comment on the spit spat beyond a brief statement.

"Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest is an action-packed adventure full of comedy, romance, and fantasy all born out
of the imaginative minds of our writers. While we cannot give away any plot points, any island and tribe depicted in the film are
purely fictitious and there is no reference to any particular actual people or group," the statement says.

Williams, as head of the Carib Territorial Council, met with filmmakers in October about shooting scenes in the tribe's
stomping grounds and employing the tribe as extras and crew members, and he rejected the idea.

But despite his objections, he was overruled by the council in January. Many fellow Caribs say the film shoot is a boost to the
local economy, which suffers 70 percent unemployment. Besides, they argue, the film makes no mention of Dominica or
Caribs: It is set on a fictitious island and the cannibals in question are called Pelegosto. Hundreds of Caribs are now working
on the project.

"To my mind, this is as much a mythical story as Batman or Superman or Dracula," says Dominica's tourism minister Charles
Savarin.

Following the rebuke, Williams went public with his protest, even refusing to allow anyone associated with the project to shack
up at his Carib Territory Guesthouse.

But so far the shooting has been unaffected.

"There's been nothing but a very welcoming atmosphere," a production insider tells E! Online. "We're working with 400-plus
Dominicans, which includes a very large number of Carib people. The shooting's going beautifully on schedule and we have
had a fantastic reception from the Dominicans working on the film and around the towns." 

)
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Podcasting Update

Following up on last month's explanation about podcasting, the "father of podcasting" Adam Curry will be hosting a four hour
daily show on Sirius Satellite Radio (the same service that is playing Tom Varley and Jimmy Buffett of "Vacation" Channel
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97).  

In case you missed last month's discussion and would like to find out more about podcasting, you can go to the wikipedia
listing for podcasting here.  Then you can go to Ipodder.org, download and install the appropriate version of the Ipodder
software for your computer, then subscribe to some interesting podcasts (a few are listed below) and enjoy some fairly
interesting content on your PC or MP3 player. 

Here are some RSS feed links to cut and paste into the Ipodder software to subscribe to these podcasts:

Daily Source Code: http://www.curry.com/xml/rss.xml

Caribbean Free Radio: http://feeds.feedburner.com/CaribbeanFreeRadioBlog

Delta Park Project: http://deltaparkproject.com/feed.cfm

Paris Hilton's podcast (a bit weak, but funny): http://houseofwaxpodcast.com/rss.xml
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Caribbean voices

Caribbean Beat talks to music editor Georgia Popplewell — founder of Caribbean Free Radio — about the Caribbean’s first
podcast

Caribbean Beat: The Caribbean’s first what?

Georgia Popplewell: That’s the question I get most often. The term was actually coined only in the latter half of 2004, so you
shouldn’t agonize if you’ve never heard it.

CB: Because we think of ourselves as pretty tech savvy —

GP: The easiest way to understand podcasting is to think of podcasts as personal radio shows. Maybe it might help if I
explained how I produce a show.

CB: That’s a good idea.

GP: To date, Caribbean Free Radio has been following a magazine-type format, with talk segments
interspersed with music. I prepare a rough outline of the show beforehand, decide what music I’m going
to play. Then I record my talk segments. People like Adam Curry, the former MTV veejay-turned-media
entrepreneur who’s credited as one of the originators of podcasting, have more sophisticated set-ups and
do it on the fly, like a true radio show. But I mix together the talk and the music segments afterwards
using a sound editing software program.

CB: What recording equipment do you use?

GP: I’m also a video producer, so initially I used a semi-professional video camera which had inputs for
pro microphones — it’s important to have decent sound quality. But now I do most of my recording on a
tiny portable recorder. Once I’ve put the show together, I encode it as an MP3 file and upload it to a web
server, and put a link to it on the Caribbean Free Radio website.

CB: How do people know when you’ve put out a new show?

GP: Now that’s the interesting part. I do have a mailing list that people can sign up for on the website. But the thing that really
makes podcasts podcasts is something called RSS syndication. In addition to uploading and linking to the file on your website,
you also create an RSS feed. People can then use a bit of software called an RSS aggregator to download the file
automatically to their computers as it arrives, without having to visit the website or wait for an email from me.

CB: Kind of like TiVo, then.

GP: Exactly. Basically podcasting describes a time-shifted method of distribution. That’s what makes it different from other
forms of online audio, like streaming audio and online radio, which you have to be online and in front of the computer to listen



18 of 34

3Canal, stars of
Caribbean Free
Radio’s first
podcast
Georgia
Popplewell

to. In the case of a podcast, you can download it and listen to it whenever you want, and even transfer it to a portable MP3
player, like an iPod, which is where the name comes from. It’s a bit of a misnomer, though, because there’s no essential
connection between podcasting and the iPod. 

CB: It sounds a bit complicated.

GP: The syndication part is perhaps still more of a geek thing, but it isn’t necessary: you can also listen to
a podcast by streaming or downloading the MP3 file directly from the website. In fact, I suspect that’s the
way most of my listeners do it.

CB: Tell us about your first podcast. 

GP: My first podcast was an interview show with the music group 3Canal, which I recorded at their office
during the chaos of Carnival Friday. I went this route for a few reasons. One: I wasn’t sure I could carry an
entire show myself. Two: I thought 3Canal was the kind of group that would play well on a podcast —
they’re progressive, they’re forward-thinking, and they were very open to the idea. In fact, they’ve been as
much beneficiaries of the success of CFR — such as it may be — as I have. What happened is that one
very popular podcaster, Dave Slusher [of the Evil Genius Chronicles], ran a clip from the interview on his
show, and that got 3Canal a fair amount of attention. They’re practically the CFR house band now.

CB: How do you decide what to talk about?

GP: I talk about whatever I feel like, really, bearing in mind that my audience is global, not simply
regional. 

CB: How do you decide what music to play?

GP: I have three criteria: I play Caribbean music; I play music that tends to be underexposed — and I know this means all
Caribbean music, with the possible exception of reggae. And, last but not least, I play music I like. 

CB: Aren’t there copyright issues with music?

GP: That’s being sorted out. Right now I’m playing mainly stuff I ask direct permission from the artists to play. I hope to be able
to choose from a wider playlist very soon. That said, I also think podcasts are a great way for artists — especially independent
artists — to expose their music.

CB: Apart from the fun you obviously seem to be having, why are you doing this?

GP: The main reason I started CFR is that podcasting seemed to represent a point of convergence for so many of my
interests: computers, gadgets, audio, new media, music, literature, writing. I’d been reading about podcasting since the
phenomenon started being talked about, but really only began listening to podcasts in earnest in December 2004. I’m a great
believer in spoken-word audio as entertainment and as a method of disseminating information, and I also lament the
Caribbean’s limited presence on the web. So making sure the Caribbean had a voice in the podcasting community, however
small and however idiosyncratic, was also one of the reasons I started the show.

CB: Where do you see CFR going?

GP: I actually see CFR partly as an incubator for ideas I may have that could be started in audio form and perhaps be ported
over to other media, like video and text. But I do want to develop the show more, add some spoken word dramatisation-type
segments, maybe a radio serial, that type of thing. I also did my first “soundseeing tour” this weekend. And I could also create
separate feeds for different types of shows.

CB: Are you surprised at the success of CFR?

GP: I’m astounded. What happened is that some very key people discovered CFR quite by accident, and talked about the
show on their own podcasts. I’m really grateful to them. I’ve already mentioned Dave Slusher, and it was thanks to him that
The Dawn and Drew Show, which has been the number one podcast for weeks now, heard about it and plugged it on their
show. A podcast called The Fake Science Lab Report also mentioned us and even requested an audio promo, which Adam
Curry got hold of and played on his show. I guess that’s why they call it the World Wide Web. I have to say I’m enjoying being
part of the podcasting community.

CB: You’re still the Caribbean’s only podcaster [at the time of writing]: do you feel an awesome sense of responsibility?

GP: Yes, I do feel a certain amount of pressure at being perceived as representing the entire Caribbean. I was shocked to see
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CFR described on one website as something like “the global voice of the Caribbean”. That’s pretty scary. US podcasters, for
instance, have the freedom to do all sorts of crazy stunts, because they’re so many of them — people are podcasting from
their kitchens while they make dinner, all sorts of things. I hope that’s going to change soon. Caribbean podcasters, bring it on!

Tune in to Caribbean Free Radio at www.caribbeanfreeradio.com

Back to the top

Also in the audio department, here's how you can digitize your record collection, FYI:

8 easy steps to a digital music collection

Thursday April 21, 6:00 am ET
Jay MacDonald

You eventually parted ways with your Saturday Night Fever disco threads, bid adieu to your Farrah Fawcett poster and cut
your mullet. So why is your music collection stuck in the 1970s?

For under $500, you can store your entire record and tape collection on a device smaller than a pack of cigarettes that enables
you to instantly locate and play any single or album of your choice, at home, in your car or on the fly. If you thought iPods and
other MP3 players were only for hooked-up, text-messaging teens, think again. This is the future of your music collection we're
talking here. Records warp and wear out, tapes stretch and break, but digital is forever, at least if you remember to back up
your hard drive.

"You can gain an incredible amount of flexibility and longevity by moving your music to digital," according to Ben Sawyer,
co-author of "MP3 Power!" "The reason you would do that with LPs is because there's really no other way to preserve a lot of
that collection.

"We're not talking about the Beatles' 'White Album.' If you have the Beatles' 'White Album,' chances are you probably have it
on CD, so rip the CD. But let's say you have an eight-track or cassette or LP that you never expect to see published again,
especially in digital form. You want to get that into digital form."

James Kim, senior editor of CNET.com, says digitizing also makes better use of your out-of-control CD collection.

"With 500 CDs sitting on a shelf, I do not want to go looking for a particular song. If I have it all within the same interface
broken down by album or artist, I'm going to be listening to those tracks more often and more easily," he says.

Converting from vinyl or tape to digital is not rocket science (this article will get you well on your way). But there is a time factor
involved in converting from analog to digital: You're going to need to play those oldies in real time as opposed to copying (or
"ripping") digital audio data from a CD. Plan on spending a day or two getting the bugs worked out.

"The first thing you will need is patience," Sawyer says. "It's not something that you're going to get done in an afternoon. I
suspect it will take you a weekend for a novice to do one song. But once you do it and you've got a system down that you like,
I think the following weekend you could probably do several albums worth."

Here's how to update your music collection to digital in eight easy steps.

1. Start with clean media
If you haven't cleaned your turntable stylist or demagnetized and cleaned your tape heads and rollers since the Nixon
administration, do so first. The cleaner the analog sound in, the better.

2. Check your computer's capacity
The raw digital file from a single three-minute song can run to many megabytes (MB) in size. Don't freak; we're going to
compress it later. But you'll need to make sure you have a lot of memory on your computer and a good chunk of available hard
drive space.

"It's just like editing large photos; you're not going to get very far without that because you're going to have to hold it both on
your hard disk and a decent amount of it in memory, especially if you plan on editing it," says Sawyer. "I would recommend
you have at least 128MB of Ram on your computer."

3. Locate your sound card and audio input ports
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If your computer is fairly new, chances are you already have a good sound card and stereo audio input ports. If not, Sawyer
recommends a midrange sound card such as Sound Blaster by Creative.

4. See the cable guy
No, not the movie; you'll need to get a cable from Radio Shack or other electronics supply that connects the (usually
RCA-size) "audio out" port on your stereo to the (usually headphone-jack size) "audio in" port on your computer. Important:
Make sure you get a stereo, not monaural, cable. Also, make sure the cable reaches from your computer to your stereo; a
portable boombox or a handy laptop are popular solutions.

5. Download a jukebox program
A jukebox program performs two important functions: It converts the raw analog feed from your record, cassette or eight-track
player into a digital file (typically a WAVE file for PCs or AIFF file for Macs), and it enables you to then encode your new digital
file into a space-saving compressed format. MP3 and Windows Media Audio (WMA) are the most popular for PCs, AAC for
Macs. More about these formats in Step 7.

Jukeboxes allow you to be the recording engineer without spending years in the trenches. Most programs filter out hiss, pops
and other unpleasant noise from analog sources automatically without adversely affecting the music. They also automatically
record the ID3 (title, artist, etc.) data from commercial CDs; you'll have to manually keystroke that information from your vinyl
and tape collection into your jukebox program however.In all likelihood, you already have a jukebox program loaded on your
computer. If not, they range from free shareware to under $50 for one suitable to this project.

Information and downloads for Musicmatch, iTunes (Mac and PC versions), RealPlayer and other popular jukeboxes are
available at CNET's download page.

6. Digitize your vinyl or tape music
It would be nice to think that this step would be as simple as pushing "Record," but it probably won't be. For one thing,
because you're going from analog to digital, the computer may not readily recognize the beginnings and ends of song tracks
as it would automatically on a CD. Plan to spend a little time learning how to trim your incoming tracks so you can save them
in raw form before encoding.

7. Choose your encoding format
Once your raw music is digitized, it's time to encode it. The most common codec is MP3; the most common setting is a 128 bit
rate. The higher the bit rate, the better the sound quality, but the larger the file size as well. If the bit rate is too low, you will
hear distortion in the highs and lows, and what is called artifacting, a swirling sound most noticeable in the crowd sounds on
live recordings.

"Most people who share music use the 128 bit rate, that's kind of a sweet spot," says Kim. "I sometimes go up to 192, but 320
is a little high because it takes up a lot of disk space."

A bit about format: Apple iPod, which controls about 75 percent of the hard drive MP3 player market, only plays its proprietary
iTunes and MP3s. Most other players support a variety of PC formats that include MP3, WMA, ASF and Ogg Vorbis.

Kim says that while MP3 remains the king, some newer formats produce better sound and take up less disk space. The key:
Have your player(s) in mind (below) before choosing your encoding format.

7. Play your "new" music on your device of choice
Ah, back to the music! You can now rip your new digitized collection to a CD, download it to an MP3 player, or leave it on your
computer and play it from there; any number of wireless network devices such as the Apple AirPort Express with AirTunes or
the Squeezebox by Slim Devices wirelessly access your computerized music library and play it through your home stereo or
home theater system.

Confused about what type of MP3 player -- flash, hard drive, microhard, ultracompact -- to buy? "I would say a hard-drive
player," says Kim. "You get much more value out of the 20-, 30- 40-gigabite players. They're the best for people who want to
archive their collection, because you'll probably not run out of space and they have a lot more features." His recommendations
are at CNET.

8. Back up your collection
Now that your collection exists in digital format, it would be a shame to lose it, right? Audiophiles with large collections often
archive their tunes on a hard drive from an older computer. Another trick is to save your music files to CD as data, not audio,
files. This saves on the space requirements, since most computers today would load and play those data files as MP3 audio
tracks.

Sawyer says hold on to those original raw digital files. You'll lose something in the encoding that you'll never get back if you
want to reuse a track.
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"One thing you're going to want to do is listen to your MP3 afterwards and decide whether you like it or not, because if you
don't and you want to do a higher bit rate or change a process on it, you're better off doing that with the original raw feed first.
You don't want to get rid of your original raw feed until you listen to your MP3 and say, yes, I'm satisfied."

Cost for the whole shebang? It could run from zero to about $500, or the cost of roughly 30 CDs, depending on what you need:

Cabling, $30

audio card, $70-$150

jukebox, free to $300

additional memory, $50-$120 for 128K

MP3 player, $150-$400 

Bottom line: Don't let your valuable vinyl and tapes go the way of the dinosaur. Digitize now before it's too late. You can do
this. But should you get stuck, ask any teenager for help.
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And from the sister city reviews department: 

A marketing and design review of the Margaritaville in Las Vegas

Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville

Wasting Away Again in Vegas

By Alicia Hanson, Associate Editor (2005-04-18)

Attention Parrot Heads! Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville restaurant has opened on the Las Vegas strip, at the north corner of
the Flamingo Hotel and Casino.

The 35,000-square-foot, three-level space is a collaboration between The McBride Co. (Miami), designers for all
Margaritaville locations, and Illuminating Concepts (Farmington Hills, Mich.), a multimedia firm known for blending
architectural and theatrical lighting with acoustic design, projection systems and special effects.
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The "live" volcano in the middle of Jimmy Buffett's
Margaritaville spews green margarita mix from its mouth 
into oversized blenders.

 

Using the Margaritaville at Universal City Walk (Orlando) as a prototype, Illuminating Concepts hoped to improve on a
thematic design that McBride had done a few years before.

"Margaritaville is not a place per se, rather a state of mind," says Mark Borus, senior project designer, Illuminating
Concepts. "There was no desire for the team to create a themed environment. Instead, our goal was to create a place that
authentically imbued the Buffett beachcomber/ feel-good lifestyle."

And to that end, there is no Jimmy Buffett memorabilia. Rather, it's an environment that reflects his lifestyle. That way,
visitors who are not familiar with Buffett or have never been to a concert are not overwhelmed with in-your-face Parrot
Head mania. A casual, tropical place of swaying palm trees, fishing boats, rustic bars, a live band, an "in-flight" seaplane
and even a volcano that erupts with margaritas helps people get away from it all.

The façade of the restaurant has three levels. The exterior
balcony overlooks all the action on the Vegas Strip.
Passersby can catch a glimpse of the volcano.Ron Harwood 
& Scott Stephens, Illuminating Concepts, Farmington Hills,
Mich.

 

The "live" volcano rests in the middle of the restaurant. Upon entering Margaritaville, diners pass through a grotto passage
underneath the volcano. This concrete and steel structure also forms a canopy over part of the main bar. There are two
volcano shows designed by the McBride team to both entertain and create a buzz for a must-see attraction in Las Vegas.
The first show is a series of sound effects coupled with a Jimmy Buffett video and the down-pouring of green margarita
mix. The lighting and sound systems respond to timed cues, all tied to the video playing on screens throughout the space.

The second show features actors interacting with the crowd. One climbs the volcano and slides down, with the
Margaritaville mix smoothing the way. The finale finds an actress being dropped into one of the giant blenders and saved
by a giant chrome fish hook that is lowered to fetch her out. All of this is supported by lighting and sound coupled with fog
pouring out from the top of the volcano.



23 of 34

A scaled model plane with working props hovers over the 
main dining room. Focused lighting fixtures illuminate the
plane at all angles.

 

The restaurant's booths resemble boats, adding to the island theme. After 10 p.m., the dining room doubles as a dance floor.
A scaled model plane is featured overhead with working props. The plane is illuminated with a number of focused fixtures
at all angles to avoid becoming an obstruction to the dance floor and dining tables. Intelligent moving lights were also used
to animate the tables with break-up gobo patterns, as guests listen to and watch the videos projected onto the "sails."

"The lighting needed to set a mood for this type of experience," says Borus. "Lighting immerses the visitor in the
Margaritaville environment through visual drama and flexibility."

Lighting and special effects create the themed experience at Jimmy Buffett's
Margaritaville. 
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A recent article about Jimmy and his "cousin" : 

Two Buffetts make beautiful music

Monday, May 02, 2005
By Ethan Smith, The Wall Street Journal

Even Jimmy Buffett's most ardent devotees -- the margarita-sipping superfans who call themselves Parrot Heads -- might not
have heard one 2003 composition by the troubadour of laid-back island living.

"I bought Berkshire way back when it was cheap," he sang in the ditty, strumming softly on an acoustic guitar. "I bought
Berkshire way back then, and I do nothing but keep ... it."

A two-line ode to the stock of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., which currently trades at more than $84,000 a share, might seem out
of character for the singer of "Margaritaville" and "Cheeseburger in Paradise." Jimmy Buffett is indeed a longtime Berkshire
shareholder, and his short composition was played on videotape at Berkshire's annual meetings in 2003 and 2004.

In fact, the singer has also been friends with Warren Buffett, Berkshire's 74-year-old chairman and chief executive, for more
than 20 years, both men say. They don't see each other often, but they talk on the phone regularly about business. They have
even performed music together. And they plan to collaborate again at a New York charity dinner for Conservation International
Tuesday night.

Besides sharing a surname, the two men have long suspected that they also share a common genetic history. "Warren leaves
messages for 'Cousin Jimmy' and always has," says the singing Mr. Buffett, 58. "I'll take it from him." The singer calls the
financier "Uncle Warren."

No one knows for sure. The two are only now coming to the end of a two-decade process of determining how or whether they
are actually related.

The attempt to link the two strains of Buffettmania has been spearheaded for more than 20 years by Doris Buffett, Warren's
77-year-old sister. "I've spent a lot of time and energy trying to connect up the two families," says Ms. Buffett, who heads a
charity for battered women called the Sunshine Lady Foundation Inc. Despite years of research, she has been unable to
establish a conclusive link. She says she is considering DNA testing to make a certain determination.

Jimmy Buffett, Warren Buffett and Doris Buffett act more or less as though they were long-lost relatives. Ms. Buffett has been
a guest of the singer at performances. Her brother says he has never been to a Jimmy Buffett concert, but he has seen one on
TV.

Warren Buffett last May played ukulele and sang "Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue (Has Anybody Seen My Gal?)" at the opening
of Jimmy Buffett's Cheeseburger in Paradise restaurant in Omaha, Neb., where the elder Mr. Buffett has lived most of his life.
He was accompanied by Cousin Jimmy. The two didn't rehearse, says Warren Buffett: "He asked me what key I played in. I
said, 'I don't know.' "

Jimmy Buffett says he chose Omaha as a location for his restaurant -- one of-- in the chain, which is a joint venture between
Mr. Buffett's Margaritaville Holdings Inc. and Outback Steakhouse Inc. -- because it is a midsize city, but also because of
Uncle Warren. "He's such a cheeseburger freak," Jimmy Buffett says. "He said, 'If you put one in Omaha, I'll buy the first
cheeseburger.' " Warren Buffett says he is still a regular customer.

The friendship between the two Buffetts dates back to the early 1980s, when Doris Buffett sent letters to 116 other Buffetts
around the U.S. seeking information about her family's history. "I had nothing better to do," she says. "So I became an
amateur genealogist."

One of the letters landed on the desk of Jimmy Buffett, where it sat, unanswered, for two years before Ms. Buffett finally heard
back from the singer's office. Then, the two began corresponding, and in 1983 arranged to travel together, along with the
singer's parents, daughter, nanny and others, to Norfolk Island -- a remote speck of land in the Tasman Sea, between
Australia and New Zealand, where there happens to be a large population of Buffetts.

Norfolk was settled in 1856 by descendants of the men who had participated in the 1789 mutiny aboard HMS Bounty,
according to local historical societies. The mutineers' families relocated from the more remote Pitcairn Island, led by one John
Buffett, a shipwright who settled on Pitcairn in 1823. There are 46 Buffetts on the Norfolk electoral rolls, out of a permanent
population of 1,574, according to Grant Tambling, the island's administrator, and 12 Buffett children enrolled in the island's
only school.
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Jimmy Buffett says he grew up hearing tales of the South Pacific Buffetts from his mother, Peets Buffett. John Buffett, he says,
came from the same part of the United Kingdom as he believes his own ancestors did.

The singer and Ms. Buffett found a warm welcome among the Norfolk Buffetts, who are descendants of the many children --
legitimate and otherwise -- of John Buffett, according to Ms. Buffett. "There are just oodles of them over there," she says. "And
they're very nice." Jimmy Buffett ended the trip by performing a benefit concert for the Norfolk Island Central School.

What they did not find, however, was evidence of a family tie between either Jimmy or Warren Buffett and the Norfolk Island
Buffetts.

Not long after they got back from the South Pacific, Ms. Buffett introduced the singer to her brother at a lunch in Washington,
D.C. It was that meeting that inspired Jimmy Buffett to buy 15 shares of Berkshire Hathaway stock in 1989, he says, adding
that he has been buying it regularly ever since. How much does he own? "A lot," he says with a laugh. The share price has
risen by about $75,000, or more than 800 percent, since the year he first bought it.

So far, Ms. Buffett has traced her family's roots to the late 17th century on Long Island, where a John Buffett was married in
the town of Huntington, in 1696. Meanwhile, she says, the furthest she has gotten with Jimmy Buffett's family is the town of
Rose Blanche, on the southern shore of Newfoundland.

"Trying to relate the two families has been a little more problematic," she says, owing to hazy recollections, wishful thinking
and murky records. "There are plenty of miscellaneous Buffetts."

Ms. Buffett recalls with a laugh her recent visit to a genealogical society in England, where a researcher told her it would be
difficult to find many records on Buffetts, because the family is "very obscure."

In fact, the strongest evidence she has providing a link between the families is a photograph of a family of Canadian Buffetts
who trace their ancestry back to the same part of Canada as Jimmy Buffett does. One of the men in the picture, Ms. Buffett
says, bears a striking resemblance to her father, Howard H. Buffett, the late Republican Nebraska congressman of the 1940s
and '50s. "My father didn't have a common ordinary, everyday face," she adds. Still, there is not even documentary evidence
that the person in the photograph is related to either Warren Buffett or Jimmy Buffett.

But the big-name Buffetts want to believe in their connection. "I do see some family resemblance," insists Jimmy Buffett, who
adds that he has always "just kind of assumed" a family relation.

Both Buffett men say they are willing to participate in Ms. Buffett's DNA test, although they add that so far, at least, she hasn't
made definite plans with either of them to conduct it.
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Secrets of the Keys

By Chris Caswell

"The Keys are different from anything I've ever seen-and hotter." Humphrey Bogart's first line in the classic 1948 movie "Key
Largo" summed up the Florida Keys perfectly, even though he and costar Lauren Bacall didn't actually film there. This
necklace of islands stretches 130 miles from the mainland of Florida south to Key West, and it's stitched together by 42
bridges that stretch across translucent blue waters. As any boater who has cruised to this locale knows, the Florida Keys are a
world unto themselves. The Keys are Ernest Hemingway and Jimmy Buffett, hurricanes and conch fritters, sunburnt tourists
and coral reefs, raucous bars and posh resorts. Best of all, it's a watery kingdom that lures boaters, divers and sportfishermen
from around the world year after year. If the Keys are in your future cruising plans, you'll need an insider's guide to all that
should be seen and experienced in this boater's paradise. We've put this section together to help you find your way. Here's our
look at the best of the Keys.

5 Best Dives in The Keys 
• John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, Key Largo. The first underwater preserve in the U.S. 
• Key Largo Marine Sanctuary, Key Largo. See the Christ of the Deep statue. 
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• Spiegel Grove, Key Largo. A sunken 510-foot ship lies off the coast. 
• Molasses Reef. Two sunken USCG cutters are the main attractions, just off Key Largo. 
• Looe Key National Marine Sanctuary, Big Pine Key. Good shallow dives.

5 Great Places to Play With Dolphin 
1. Dolphin Research Center, Grassy Key 
2. Dolphins Plus, Key Largo 
3. Dolphin Cove, Key Largo 
4. Theater of the Sea, Islamorada 
5. Hawk's Cay Dolphin Connection, Duck Key

10 Movies Filmed in The Keys 
• To Have and Have Not. The first-ever pairing of Bogey and Bacall. 
• Reap the Wild Wind. John Wayne as the captain of a wrecked ship. 
• Operation Petticoat. Cary Grant and a pink submarine in Key West. 
• PT 109. Cliff Robertson as John F. Kennedy swims ashore to Palm Island. 
• License To Kill. Timothy Dalton as 007 walks the streets of Key West. 
• Crisscross. A gorgeous Goldie Hawn holes up in Eden House, Key West. 
• True Lies. Governator Schwarzenegger in a memorable shoot-out on 7 Mile Bridge. 
• Drop Zone. Wesley Snipes as a Federal Marshal skydives over Key Largo and Key West. 
• Tomorrow Never Dies. Agent 007, this time played by Pierce Brosnan, returns to the Keys. 
• Key Largo. Bogey, Bacall and a hurricane. This classic wasn't filmed in the Keys, according to director John Huston, but
local legend disputes that claim. You decide.

7 Legendary Keys Bars 
1. Alabama Jack's, Key Largo. Long-neck beers, boaters and bikers. 
2. Holiday Isle Tiki Bar, Islamorada. Pure tourist trap; try a "Pain in the Ass." 
3. Lorelei's, Islamorada. Crowded, but fantastic sunsets. 
4. Grassy Key Dairy Bar, Grassy Key. Beer and rum at Keys-style tiki bar. 
5. Crocodile Road Kill Café, Grassy Key. Worth a stop for the T-shirt alone. 
6. Lagoon Saloon, Plantation Key Yacht Harbor. A great combination of blues and burgers. 
7. Hungry Tarpon, Lower Matecumbe Key. Try the conch chowder.

6 World Fishing Records Held in The Keys 
• amberjack, 142 lbs., Islamorada 
• Bonefish, 15 lbs., Islamorada 
• King Mackerel, 75 lbs., Key West 
• Atlantic Sailfish, 105 lbs., Key West 
• Blackfin Tuna, 45 lbs., Key West 
• Tarpon, 243 lbs., Key West

5 Great Events 
1. Terra Nova Trading Key West Race Week. World-caliber sailboat racing in January. 
2. Conch Republic Independence Celebration. A 10-day party in April. 
3. Hemingway Days. Weeklong gala in July includes look-alike contest. 
4. Fantasy Fest. This October costume event rivals Mardi Gras. 
5. Key West Offshore World Championships. Powerboats compete for a week in November. 

4 Keys Museums 
1. Museums of Crane Point, Marathon. Nature and history. 
2. The 7 Mile Bridge Museum, Pigeon Key. Flagler railroad origins. 
3. Mel Fisher Maritime Heritage Museum, Key West. All about sunken treasure. 
4. Customs House Art Museum, Key West (pictured right).

4 Keys Resorts 
1. Little Palm Island Resort & Spa. A private island resort with
luxury thatched-roof bungalows and gourmet dining (right). 
2. Hawk's Cay. Upscale but affordable in Duck Key. 
3. Cheeca Lodge. Newly refurbished, it's a legend in 
Islamorada. 
4. Westin Beach Resort. Top-notch in Key Largo. 
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Best Keys Beach 
Bahia Honda State Park, Bahia Honda

Key 

4 Key West Restaurants 
• Kelly's Caribbean Bar, Grill & Brewery. Owned by actress Kelly McGillis, it's located in the original Pan am Airways office. 
• Louie's Backyard. Award-winning cuisine; long waits are worth the Rum Runner drink. 
• Half Shell Raw Bar. Casual waterside eatery with icy beers. 
• Conch Republic Seafood House. Claims to serve the world's best margaritas. 

6 Hemingway Books Written in Key West 
• To Have and Have Not 
• For Whom the Bell Tolls 
• Snows of Kilimanjaro 
• Death in the Afternoon 
• Green Hills of Africa 
• Islands in the Stream

6 Keys Delicacies to Try 
• Key Lime Pie. The real stuff is pale yellow; imitators are green. 
• Key West pink shrimp. Sweet. 
• Stone crab claws. Relax, they grow back. 
• Spiny lobster. You eat the tails. 
• Cuban sandwiches. Warm meat and cheese. 
• Cuban bread toast and coffee. This combo packs a real jolt!

5 Key West Breakfast Joints 
1. Camille's 
2. Iguana Café 
3. Blue Heaven 
4. Pepe's 
5. New York Pasta Garden 

5 Key West Sights to See 
• Harry Truman's Little White House, 111 Front Street 
• Flagler Station Railway Historeum, 901 Caroline Street 
• Southernmost Point of the U.S., Whitehead and South Streets 
• Wrecker's Museum, 22 Duval Street 
• Audubon House, 205 Whitehead Street

5 Terms to Know in The Keys 
1. Conch. A lifetime resident of the Keys who was also born there. 
2. Freshwater Conch. Keys resident for at least a decade. 
3. Bubba. Best friend or a general greeting, as in "Hey, Bubba!" 
4. The Rock. The Keys to locals, as in "I gotta get off the Rock!" 
5. Duval Crawl. Barhopping Key West along Duval St. 

5 Offbeat Sites 
1. Underwater weddings at Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. Don't bring rice. 
2. Jules Undersea Lodge, Key Largo. An underwater motel; divers only. 
3. African Queen, Holiday Inn, Key Largo. Bogey and Bacall's steamer. 
4. Tarpon at Robbie's Marina, Islamorada. Feed huge fish under the dock. 
5. Perky's Bat Tower, Sugarloaf Key. Built to attract bats, which would kill mosquitos. A total failure, but still there.

6 Nature Visits 
• Key Largo Hammocks Botanical State Park. Plants and animals. 
• Windley Key Quarry Fossil Reef Geologic Site. Coral reef and railroad history. 
• Blue Hole, Big Pine Key. Freshwater pool draws gators, deer and turtles. 
• Botanical Garden, Stock Island. Birds and butterflies. 
• Key West Aquarium. First in U.S., great for kids. 
• Wild Bird Center, Key Largo.

3 Hemingway Hangouts 
• Hemingway Home, Key West. Watch for the six-toed cats. 
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• Capt. Tony's Saloon, Key West. 
• 314 Simonton Street, Key West. Hemingway's first Keys apartment.

3 Upscale Restaurants in The Keys 
• Bentley's, Islamorada 
• WatersEdge at Hawk's Cay, Duck Key 
• Great House Restaurant, Little Palm Island

5 Ways to Eat Conch 
Fritters 
Salad 
Chowder 
Burgers 
Jerked Steaks 

4 Marinas in The Keys 
• Hawk's Cay, Duck Key. Great amenities and a good stopover. 
• Little Palm Island. Expensive but posh. 
• Sombrero Marina, Boat Key 
• Plantation Yacht Harbor, Islamorada

Great web sites 
www.fla-keys.com 
www.thefloridakeys.com 
www.melfisher.org 
www.insiders.com/florida-keys 
www.key-west-florida.com

7 Items of Buffetabilia in Key West 
• Margaritaville. Jimmy's memorabilia shop and café a la Buffett. 
• Capt. Tony's Saloon. From "Last Mango In Paradise." 
• Margaritaville Trail. Twice-daily tour for serious Parrotheads. 
• Shrimpboat Sound. JB's recording studio in Key West Bight. 
• Chart Room, Pier House. Where JB first sang on arrival in Key West. 
• 704 Waddel Street. JB's 1970s apartment. 
• Blue Heaven Restaurant. Immortalized in "Blue Heaven Rendezvous."
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THE KEYS

Tourism numbers are mixed

Monroe County's tourism data bring varied reactions among industry experts but point to interesting trends.

BY MICHAEL WELBER

Florida Keys Keynoter, Marathon

The Monroe County tourism numbers for the first couple of months of the year are in, and some have greeted them with broad
smiles. Others aren't so upbeat.

Results were mixed. Overall hotel occupancy was down slightly, but room rates rose. Retail sales were also up, at least in Key
West, and most in the tourism industry believe the season is an improvement over last year.

According to Smith Travel Research, which handles reporting for the Monroe County Tourist Development Council, 75.8
percent of hotel rooms in Monroe County were occupied in January and 87.6 percent were rented in February. The latter
number is down slightly from 2004, when nearly 91 percent of the rooms were full.
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A POSITIVE NOTE

On the more positive side, the average rate for a room countywide reached $199.36, nearly $18 higher than the previous year.

''Certainly in the Lower Keys, this was an exceptional year,'' said Peter Ilchuk, president of the Lodging Association of the
Florida Keys and Key West. ``The increased average daily rate indicates to me that the hotels are no longer willing to sacrifice
occupancy for rates.''

In prior years, many hotels were hurt by rampant discounting on the Internet. Hotels have recently tried to take control of that
situation by trying to drive business to their own websites.

''Obviously, higher rates give you more revenue and ultimately more profits,'' he added. ``The significant increase in rates
means that demand is very strong.''

In fact, the average daily rate in Key West rose to $204.13 as compared to $186.28 in 2004.

On the negative side, Jim Rhyne, who owns Coconut Cay Resort & Marina in Marathon and is president of the Marathon
Hospitality Association, indicated that the year fell far below his expectations.

HURRICANES' IMPACT

''Last year we had nearly 100 percent occupancy, but this year it was only 80 percent,'' he said. ``We expected it to be great
because so many of the other areas in Florida were hit so hard by the hurricanes.''

He pointed to the fact that Panama City Beach, a popular site for spring breakers and others, was badly damaged. Resorts on
both coasts of Florida also felt the impact.

Ilchuk confirmed that hotels in the Middle Keys aren't getting either the rates or occupancy levels seen by other areas.

''If the owners renovated and upgraded their properties to the better standards demanded by today's customers, they would
improve those numbers,'' he said. ``A large number of the smaller properties in Marathon aren't in the TDC reporting.''

The Marathon City Council recently gave the green light for such redevelopment, but Rhyne thinks it will be a couple of years
before the result is apparent.

Smith Travel Research doesn't separate out its numbers by region, only reporting on the county itself and Key West, so it's
difficult to assess how Marathon scored versus the Upper Keys, for example.

Karen Tiedemann, president of the Key Largo Chamber of Commerce, confirmed that January and February were slow but
added that March was the best ever.

''It was a wonderful March for both retail and hotels,'' she said. ``The year started slowly and April has been slower than usual
because of the early Easter, but we feel that it will pick up again when European visitors arrive.''

Ilchuk said he expects a very strong contingent of visitors from overseas later this spring and in the summer. A newsletter his
organization puts out said Germans showed strong interest in visiting the Keys at a travel show in Berlin earlier this year.

Key West, which had an excellent first quarter, is expecting a great April. Virginia Panico, president of the Key West Chamber
of Commerce, said her members indicated it had been a very good season. 
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UP FRONT | KEY WEST

Hemingway's old haunt wants return to old days of smoking

The Key West bar considered Ernest Hemingway's favorite wants to use its landmark status to allow patrons a smoke with
their conch fritters -- and state lawmakers appear agreeable.
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BY LESLEY CLARK

TALLAHASSEE - The favored bar of Key West's most celebrated drinker, writer, angler and bon vivant may get an exceptional
favor of its own: a pass from the state's smoking ban.

Sloppy Joe's, the legendary Duval Street institution that advertises itself as Ernest Hemingway's one-time haunt, complains
that the state law which bans smoking in many bars that serve food is too restrictive for a 1930s-era business confined by the
city's historic district from adding, say, a smoking deck.

And state legislators -- chuckling as they recall ''patronizing'' the Hemingway hangout-turned-tourist attraction -- have mostly
been happy to oblige. Legislation that would make the restaurant-bar the only one in the state exempt from the smoking ban
has cleared several House and Senate committees and awaits votes by the full chambers.

Likening the bar to Rick's Cafe in the classic movie Casablanca, Sen. Steve Geller, a Hallandale Beach Democrat, guided the
legislation Monday through its final Senate committee.

''You think of certain bars as different and unique,'' Geller said, drawing peals of laughter as he noted that ``to the best of my
recollection, I think I've been in there once.''

The health groups that put the antismoking initiative on the ballot in 2002 warned that other bars will be emboldened to get
around what some consider an unpopular law.

But Geller argued that Sloppy Joe's deserves special treatment because of its place in Florida history.

''I supported the smoking ban. I wouldn't be supportive of changing this in general, but I believe there is a legitimate reason for
this bar, which is famous, which is known worldwide,'' Geller said.

The legislation seeks to restrict the exemption, narrowing it to only bars that, like Sloppy Joe's, are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. And hopeful bar owners won't be able to buy historic buildings and turn them into bars, Geller said
-- the measure prevents that.

State law allows smokers to light up in bars that keep food sales to 10 percent or less of their gross receipts.

Chris Mullins, whose family has owned Sloppy Joe's since 1978, said food at Sloppy's ---- from hot dogs to conch fritters --
accounts for about 17 percent of Sloppy's revenues. He said the ban has cost the bar more than $1 million in food sales since
it went into effect in July 2003.

Mullins said the bar loses customers to other Key West bars that serve food but have outdoor seating where patrons can
smoke cigarettes. Because of Sloppy's location in a historic area, Mullins said, it is constrained from adding an outdoor
smoking area.

''It's quite a difficult situation for us,'' Mullins told the committee.

Mullins said it's even caused a litter problem: Patrons forced to snuff out their cigs drop them on the sidewalk and the city has
forbidden outdoor ashtrays.

But some legislators and the health groups that put the antismoking measure on the ballot warned that an exception for one
restaurant will weaken the state law, written after voters approved a constitutional amendment to ban smoking in hopes of
ending secondhand smoke exposure.

Curt Kiser, a former senator and lobbyist for the american Cancer Society, pointed to the proliferation of specialty license
plates to illustrate his point. He said he recalled standing on the Senate floor years ago to promise his colleagues that only the
state's universities would sponsor the special tags.

''Now every year we've got three, four or five more,'' Kiser said of the plates, which vex some legislators.

Kiser said the groups will now turn their lobbying effort to Gov. Jeb Bush, who has the power to veto the legislation. A
spokesman for Bush said the governor is not familiar with the proposal.
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Peter Anderson blows a conch shell during a ceremony commemorating the refurbishment 
of the Southernmost Point marker in Key West, Fla., Thursday, April 28, 2005.

Chicken Declared Official Bird of Key West -- for Four Days

KEY WEST, FL (AP) -- Just last year, wild chickens were in the cross hairs in Key West. Now, they'll be the official bird of Key
West -- for a few days, at least.

Organizers of the island's annual chicken festival persuaded city commissioners to give them the new status, but it will only be
during the event set for June 16th to the 19th.

Chicken-Fest Key West organizer Joe Liszka asked for the proclamation because he wants chickens to have official status
year-round. But Key West Mayor Jimmy Weekley disagrees. The mayor says the organizer has no idea how many complaints
he has received about chickens gone wild.

Bed Race 

Beds were burning up the streets of Key West for a good cause on Saturday, as a headboard-to-headboard race was held in
Key West to raise money for AIDS awareness. 

Participants raced against each other as they rolled about 25 decorated beds down the track and by spectators. Runners also
dressed themselves in colorful costumes, such as a team full of hula girls. 

The event is part of the 23rd annual Conch Republic Independence Celebration, commemorating the day Key West "seceded"
from the United States in 1982 over a dispute with the U.S. Border Patrol. 

The proceeds from the competition will go to Key West's AIDS Help, Inc. Watch Video Now
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One Big Burger
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A Pennsylvania restaurant that earlier this year lost its crown as home of the world's biggest hamburger has reclaimed it,
offering one that weighs a whopping 15 pounds.

Dubbed the Beer Barrel Belly Buster, the burger comes with 10.5 pounds of ground beef, 25 slices of cheese, a head of
lettuce, three tomatoes, two onions, a cup-and-a-half each of mayonnaise, relish, ketchup, mustard and banana peppers, and
a 36-ounce bun. It costs $35.

"It can feed a family of 10," said Denny Liegey Sr., owner of Denny's Beer Barrel Pub.

The pub previously offered an 11 pound burger, with 6 pounds of meat and 5 pounds of toppings.

In February, a 100-pound female college student became the first to eat the burger within the three-hour time limit. Kate
Stelnick, of Princeton, N.J., was awarded a special certificate, a T-shirt and other prizes, and Liegey Sr. picked up the $23.95
tab for the burger.

A month later, the Clinton Station Diner in Clinton, New Jersey, introduced a 12.5-pound burger, dubbed "Zeus." So Liegey Sr.
responded, and the Belly Buster was born.

Over the weekend, four men took the Belly Buster challenge, but couldn't get through the entire burger. They opted for doggie
bags, instead.

"It's a little too much for me to handle," said Steve Hepburn. "It's like trying to eat half a cow."

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the largest burger ever was created in 1999 by Hi-Line promotions. It was
6,040 pounds, and 24 feet in diameter. But that was a one-shot deal.

On The Early Show Wednesday, Beer Barrel Belly Buster in-hand, Denny Liegey Jr. told co-anchor Harry Smith this burger
has been certified by Guinness as the biggest restaurant burger.

He says his family's pub started with a two-pound burger in 1991, and it "just kind of evolved from there."

The 10.5 pound (after-cooking) patty alone "could probably serve a family of ten," he added. 
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The Naughty Buffett Chicks 

What is a Naughty Buffett Chick? According to Terri Wessenberg, it is all about being a "sexy, naughty, and fun-loving
charitable soul." You bake it in the island sun and baste with rum. It all started with just a sign. At noon on July 10, 2003;
Harriet Sesen, Jodi Kalinowsky, and Helen Madison were in the car on a mission. Their friend Teri Wessenberg was also
making this pilgrimage by train. They were off to see Jimmy Buffett turn New York City into Margaritaville. He was playing the
"Today" show summer concert series on NBC, and these were true fans. Wanting up-front seats, they had arrived at 4:30 P.M.
the day before the concert. For these chicks, it was not going to be sitting around waiting on the party. They set up their beach
chairs and went into a pizza parlor, which cheerfully helped them conceal their beer by putting them in large 36 oz. soft drink
cups. The naughtiness had already began. Night fell and the group was conversing with the other Buffett fans who were also
camping out. At around 9:00 P.M. a black car pulled up and rolled down the window to ask, "Who are you waiting for?" Helen
suddenly realized it was none other than Jimmy Buffett himself. I’m sure you can imagine these women hysterically screaming.
Buffett had stopped by to hang out with the fans and converse. Of course people were clammering to have their picture taken
with him and to get things autographed. These party chicks wanted Buffett to sign the giant sign they had made in parody of
the National Broadcasting Company abbreviation. NBC now stood for "Naughty Buffett Chicks," and Buffett was quite tickled.
He signed it saying, "Great—that will get on the ‘Today’ Show!" With that, Buffett wished his admirers farewell and off he went.
They were now official…the Naughty Buffett Chicks. With the recognition of Jimmy Buffett, all they could do now was wait for
when they could access Rockefeller Plaza to see the free concert. 

All four of these Caribbean Souls now had a story. The group has since taken the John B. Sebastian song, "Stories We Could
Tell," as a credo. The song, made famous by the Everly Brothers and Jimmy Buffett rings true with this group. "If you’re on the
road trackin’ down your every night, Playin’ for a livin’ beneath the brightly colored lights, If you ever wonder why you ride the
carousel, You do it for the stories you can tell." Each one of these Naughty Buffett Chicks has a story. 

One of the Chicks, Harriet Sesen discovered Buffett twelve years ago. "I was in the Cape Cod area, and of course there are
lots of boat people. I was hooked!" Of course, her love for the lifestyle has grown, "I’ve gone over the edge." One of her
favorite Buffett songs is "One Particular Harbour," because of the relaxing and electrifying feeling that it conveys. Sesen also
likes the ballads like "I Have Found Me a Home," which she says reminds her of Key West. Harriet also likes the ballad
"Someday I Will," which Buffett wrote with Matt Betton. "If you can understand what ‘Someday I Will,’ means than you are a
friend of mine." 

Jodi Kalinowsky discovered Jimmy Buffett while a junior in high school, trading in the drudgery of the day to day for the finer
things in life. As a tropical trader, Jodi appears to have gotten entranced with the whole thing. "The island lifestyle is an easy
one to get sucked into and I wish that I could pack up my bags and move to the lower latitudes. I don’t see it happening
anytime soon. There are not a lot of teaching jobs down in the Caribbean, but maybe there are and I just haven’t looked hard
enough yet." Jodi says her favorite song is "Lovely Cruise." Jodi recalls why, "The first time I heard it was at my first Buffett
show back in 1996. I was with my friends from high school. It made me think how life is short and you have to enjoy the good
stuff while you have it." 

Although Jody is the youngest of the group, age knows no limits with this group. Naughty Buffett Chick Helen Madison adds,
"Some of our ages are 40 years apart and that doesn’t make a difference which says a lot. It makes us feel really special to
have this bond." Helen says that her love for the tropical life started with the Beach Boys in high school which pulled her into
Jimmy Buffett... "his music just always makes you feel happy. You don’t even have to know th words." 
Terri Wessenberg has always been a beach lover, but all it took was a Caribbean cruise 12 years ago. She would stop into a
small piano bar for a nightcap and every night someone would request, "Why Don’t We Get Drunk." It wasn’t long until she
was a full-fledged fan. She says, "Happily Ever After, Every Now and Then," is what she aims for in life and also likes
"Vahevala" by Kenny Loggins and anything by Bob Marley or with steel drums. 

Well Friends and Neighbors, I guess it all comes down to this...the morning of July 11, 2003 came and the Chicks were still
partying on Rockefeller Plaza. While on National television, Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer broke into a cover of Fred
Neil’s "Everybody’s Talkin’." At which point he looked at the sign the Chicks had made and said, "Naughty Buffett Chicks—I
like that!" with a big grin. Jimmy did not soon forget the Naughty Buffett Chicks, a short time later they went to a benefit
concert that Buffett was putting on at the South Hampton. They were front row center and Jimmy Buffett dedicated "Come
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Monday," to them. 

With this kind of recognition, the Naughty Buffett Chicks have not let the opportunity to have a lot of fun get away from them.
They can be seen around the country. In fact anyone who has a kind spirit and wants to have fun can be a Naughty Buffett
Chick. They even have their share of celebrities as members. Tina Gullickson of the Coral Reefer band and even Whoopi
Goldberg are counted among them! 

The Naughty Buffett Chicks are always looking for trouble, so keep an eye out for them at the next Buffett Concert or at
Meeting of the Minds. You can find out what they are up to and how you can become a Naughty Buffett Chick by visiting their
home on the web at 
http://www.naughtybuffettchicks.com. You don’t even have to be a woman. They accept (and some would say seek out) men.
So keep the faith guys, you can be a Naughty Cabana Boy. 

When asked how they feel about becoming famous before midnight, they are pretty happy to be where they are. Although they
are thrilled to have Jimmy Buffett as a fan of their posters and have him dedicate songs to them, they are crossing their fingers
for more of the same. Naughty Buffett Chick Helen Madison says she hopes more women will join them. Madison says she is
thankful to Buffett for giving everyone this bond and the inspiration to become involved with charities. It’s refreshing that a
group of people can take something fun and build on the positiveness. The Naughty Buffett Chicks "made it their own." Jimmy
Buffett admits that he picked up the guitar to get chicks. Well, Mr. Buffett...I suppose you got your wish. You’ve got Naughty
Buffett Chicks and their numbers are sure to grow and get...naughtier. 
.
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