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Harkin Introduces Senate Bill
To Outlaw ‘Contracting Out’

Young Praises Move to Protect Letter Carriers

Zan. Tormn Harkin {D-18) on May 23 Introduced Inthe . S, Sanate legizlation to protect city and
rural letter carters from having thelr work contracted out by the LS, Postal Service to private
Tirms and Indhlduals.

The bill, 5. 1457, 12 titlad the “Mall Delvery Protection Act of
20077 and would Torbld the Postal Service from entering Into
any contract "with any motor carrder oF ather person tor the
dellvety of mall anany routa with 1 or mora familles per mile.”

The only exceptlons allowad are confracts In effect at
the date of enactment of the B which could continue unthl
terminated under the tarms of such contract, or could be
renewed, and also service on @ rural route may be comiertad
to contract dellvery servlce when such route no longer serves |
a minimum af 1 family per mila,

NALEC Presidant Willam H. Young sald the Harkin bl would
bring a halt to the Postal Service’'s dive to privatize mall
dallvery.

“Evary actlve and retirad letter carder In the nation, and thelr Tamles, should thank Senator
Harkln for taking thls courageous stand agalnst thoze Torces that would destroy the LS. Poztal
Sarvlce,” Young sald.

“At the same time, it is now critical that the other members of the Senate hear
ene loud voice from our members—by letter, phone, amail, personal office visit
—to bring about a groundswell of support for 5. 1457 that will ensure its swift
consideration in the Senate and eventual enactrment by the 110th Congress,” Youno
said.

Jalning Harkln as early co-sponsors of the bl wWere: Sans. Max Baucus (D-MT), Jett Blngaman
(D-MM), Robert Casey (D-PA), John Kerry (DA}, Jon Tester (D-WT), Byron Dorgan (D-WD), Patick
Lealy (D-¥T), and Patty KMurray (D-Wa).

In Introducing the leglslation, Harkin sald outsourcing mall carrlars Jeopardizes the rellabie
and secura dellvery of mall because Independeant comtracting firms da not use the same axtansive
recrulting and acreening procassas the USPE does In hiring and trainlng mall carrears,

“Outssurcing mall dellvery to people who have not
163 Back H.Res. 282

undargone the Postal Service's extensive screaning

and tralning process leaves open the possibiity that

In the Housa of Representatives, 162 convicted Talons, identity thleves. or athatr undesirable

Members of Congress have already [alned workers could have accoess 10 the sanzithe materalz

Rep. Alblo Sires (D-MWJ) as co-sponsors . that pass through the mall ona dally basts,” Harkin
of H. Res, 282, which would express the  oq)q.

sense of the House of Represanlatives thal

Ihe Pastal Sarvice shauld disconlinue the
practlcs of cantracting oul mall dslivery
servlces.

San.Tom Harkin

The Iowa senator sald that last year, when tha
Postal Accourtabllity and Enhancemant Act hacame
law, the House of Representatives explicitly and
ovarwhalmingly rajected contracting out mall delivery.
He =ald desplte that clear Congresslonal guldance, the USPS has nonetheless begun an
aggresshve program of placing the respansiblity tor restdantial matl delvery In the hands of the
lowiest bldder In states actoss the country.

“We cannot allow the Postal Service's management to jeopardize the safe and
reliable delivery of mail to cur hemes.” said Harkin. “This bill will ensure that the
quality mail service Americans depend on continues.”
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