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Veterans Day is an American holiday honoring military veterans. Both a federal 
holiday and a state holiday in all states, it's always celebrated on November 11th each 
year. However, if it occurs on a Sunday then the following Monday is designated for 
holiday leave, and if it occurs Saturday then either Saturday or Friday may be so 
designated. It is also celebrated as Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other parts 
of the world, falling on November 11, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice 
that ended World War I. (Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German signing of 
the Armistice.) U.S. President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed an Armistice Day for 
November 11, 1919. The United States Congress passed a concurrent resolution seven 
years later on June 4, 1926, requesting the President issue another proclamation to 
observe November 11 with appropriate ceremonies. It was in 1938 that Armistice Day 
was enacted as an official American holiday and "a day to be dedicated to the cause of 
world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day'." But 
eventually after WWII, citizens felt that the veterans of all wars should be recognized, 
not just those of WWI.  So in 1954 Congress changed the name from Armistice Day to 
Veterans Day.  In America, the holiday now celebrates the approximate 2.9 million 
U.S. veterans with parades and ceremonies among other events. 

  

        

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_11
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_with_Germany_(Compi%C3%A8gne)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November_11
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1919
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/June_4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1926

