
 
                                                                                    

  "I consider it important, indeed urgently necessary, for intellectual 
workers to get together, both to protect their own economic status and, also, generally 
speaking, to secure their influence in the political field." -- Albert Einstein, on why he 
joined American Federation of Teachers, Local 552, as a charter member.   

   In spite of oppressors, in spite of false leaders, in spite of labor's own  
lack of understanding of its needs, the cause of the worker continues onward. Slowly 
his hours are shortened, giving him leisure to read and to think. Slowly his standard 
of living rises to include some of the good and beautiful things of the world. Slowly the 
cause of his children becomes the cause of all. His boy is taken from the breaker, his 
girl from the mill. Slowly those who create the wealth of the world are permitted to 
share it. The future is in labor's strong, rough hands." -- Mother Jones.   

 Our labor unions are not narrow, self-seeking groups. They have  
raised wages, shortened hours and provided supplemental benefits. Through 
collective bargaining and grievance procedures, they have brought justice and 
democracy to the shop floor. JOHN F. KENNEDY, speech, Aug. 30, 1960 

   The end of labor is to gain leisure. – Aristotle 
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