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WHAT IS KIWANIS?

KIWANIS is a worldwide service organization of individuals who
want to improve their communities. As a group, they can achieve
what they cannot do alone.

These men and women attend KIWANIS club meetings for
fellowship and inspiration. They perform voluntary community
service through committees ... usually after hours.

KIWANIS is not a social club or political society. It does not
prescribe a way of life for others. It does, however, act as a forum
for diverse ideas.

KIWANIS performs service beyond the capability of the individual:
assistance to the aging, the needy and to youth; improvement to
communities; and encouragement of international understanding.

This presentation was prepared by KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL to provide a new member with the
basic information needed to take pride in KIWANIS membership and to contribute to our club and
community.
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The new KIWANIS motto is

"Serving the Children of the World"

The ongoing service program that all clubs are urged to support is

"Young Children: Priority One"
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IN THE BEGINNING ...
“My name is Browne, Allen S. Browne,” says the intense bespectacled man on your doorstep. “I
want to discuss with you the possibilities of organizing a group of business and professional men
into a fraternal club, with a sick benefit feature.” What do you do with him? If you tell him you’re
hot and tired and not interested, you’ve missed the chance of a lifetime--the chance to become the
first KIWANIAN. Joseph G. Prance invited Browne into his shop to discuss his proposal.

Out of that conversation in August, 1914, between a professional organizer and a respected but
otherwise unremarkable tailor came one of the great service organizations of the world, KIWANIS
International. Together, these two men began recruiting new members. Browne, as the
professional, would receive the $5 membership fee from each man--and keep it for his trouble.
Prance was the first to sign up.

But he was not yet the first KIWANIAN, for the name that Browne had chosen for the group was
truly the spirit of the times--The Supreme Lodge Benevolent Order Brothers. KIWANIS it was not.
The growing membership soon fixed that. They quickly grew tired of belonging to an organization
known as BOB for short. With the helping hand from Detroit’s official historian, an Indian phrase--
”Nun kee-wan-nis”--was adopted as a name.

During a club meeting in the first week of January, 1915, KIWANIS was approved as the new
name for this club, which had attracted nearly 200 members in only six months. The corporate
charter was returned by the state of Michigan, dated January 21. That date has been the birthday
of KIWANIS ever since. The name translated as “We Trade.” A more thorough check later
revealed that a truer meaning is “We have a good time--we make noise.”

With the founding of the KIWANIS Club of Detroit Number One, KIWANIANS discovered that they
were having a good time and that they could make a noise in the world. But not by scratching each
other’s backs in business. They could do it by rendering important community service without
thought of personal gain. Yet trouble loomed. The founding club of an organization that now
embraces more than 333,000 Kiwanians in 8,700 clubs in over 80 nations and geographic areas
faltered--and nearly failed--only six months after it had so proudly adopted its new name. The
cause? Allen S. Browne. Or, more specifically, club members who did not like Browne or the
financial arrangement KIWANIS had with him.

The membership fee--collected and kept by Browne--was up to nearly $10 by mid-July 1915. And
Browne legally “owned” KIWANIS. During a club meeting, accusations were made against
Browne. They are now known to be untrue. But a furor developed that left the first KIWANIAN
watching helplessly as the first KIWANIS club disintegrated before his eyes. Afterward, Joe
Prance wrote, “Everyone started talking at once, all 175 of them. When the smoke cleared, we had
about fifty members left. Secretary Ottie Robertson and Allen Browne, disgusted, left for Cleveland
to organize a KIWANIS club there.

It was a wise move. Browne and Robertson started a club in Cleveland that boasted a
membership of 135 in ten weeks. The Cleveland KIWANIS enthusiastically began building other

IN THE BEGINNING ... (continued)
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clubs. And it was in Cleveland that KIWANIS service and its special concern for children took firm
root. The new club started a nursery school for underprivileged children.

Meanwhile, Detroit President Don Johnston diplomatically pulled his club together. More
important, he eagerly supported a membership drive to bring the club to full strength. KIWANIS
had stumbled during the summer of 1915. But it did not fall. And now, with major clubs in Detroit
and Cleveland and with others on the way, it was back on its feet--stronger than ever.

Those first KIWANIANS sensed the destiny of their small but vigorous organization. And they
knew what to do when a spark ignites a fire. They fanned the flames by calling the first KIWANIS
convention in Cleveland for May 18 and 19, 1916. The delegates elected officers, and adopted a
constitution, and returned home believing, as the first Secretary, Albert Dodge, would declare at the
Detroit convention a year later, “We belong to a wonderful organization.”

The delegates gathered in Detroit in 1917 represented more than seventy clubs and more than
5,700 KIWANIANS in two nations. Two nations? That’s right. The club that made KIWANIS
international--Hamilton, Ontario--was organized on November 1, 1916.

During the next two years, KIWANIS marched on. The district concept came into being, the first
issue of KIWANIS magazine appeared (known then as The KIWANIS Hornet), and KIWANIS grew.
At the 1918 convention in Providence, Rhode Island, Secretary Albert was pleased to report that
eighty-three KIWANIS clubs existed--with 10,000 members.

Yet within the organization, a fire still smoldered. When Allen Browne’s contract was brought up for
discussion in Providence, the fire flared. Many KIWANIANS were uneasy--even angry-- that their
organization was owned for profit. Finally, after much fervent discussion, the contract was calmly
reviewed, revised, and approved--for one year only.

Then, during the May 21 morning session of the 1919 convention in Birmingham, Alabama, the
“Browne matter” was settled for all time. A new contract for Allen Browne came up for review. Its
terms were simple and electrifying: KIWANIS could buy their organization from Allen Browne for
$17,500--provided they did it within twenty-four hours. The delegates were thunderstruck--and
immensely pleased. The KIWANIS Club of Baltimore put up the first $500. The rest was raised in
an hour. It was an historic moment. KIWANIS was free to chart its own future in growth and
service, restrained only by the imagination and energy of its members.

During the following year, something important crystallized for KIWANIS. Something that inspired
Roe Fulkerson, the gifted editor of KIWANIS magazine, to propose two simple words--”We Build”--
as the Kiwanis motto. It was the coining of that motto--after five years of painful and exhilarating
growth--that put KIWANIS into its stride. In their hearts, KIWANIANS had always known why they
were KIWANIANS. Roe Fulkerson put it into words. Those two words, “We Build,” became the
guiding force and inspiration for the important work of KIWANIS. They promised then--as they do
now--that for KIWANIS, the best is yet to be.
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INFORMATION ABOUT OUR CLUB
The KIWANIS CLUB of LOS GATOS was organized on December 13, 1923.
We meet on Thursday noon at the Los Gatos Lodge. Our meetings end at
1:30 pm. For over 80 years the club has undertaken community
improvement projects and served as a center of fellowship for members.
The Club has received countless awards and letters of recognition for its
extensive community services and financial grants.

PAST PRESIDENTS

1924 Rev. John Collins
1925 Clarence F. Hamsher
1926 Dr. Blake Franklin
1927 George Shaner
1928 High K. Hamilton
1929 A. M. Gebelt
1930 Dr. A. E. Osborne
1931 Dr. E. M. Miller
1932 Dr. E. M. Miller
1933 Raymond J. Fisher*
1934 E. E. Place
1935 James Hudson
1936 Larry Farum
1937 Lloyd Conover
1938 Dr.William R. Harder
1939 Dr. Courtney Tremaine
1940 Prentise Brown
1941 W. Robert Hamsher
1942 Harry Lewis

Alex Grandstrom
1943 Alex Grandstrom

Willard Rose
1944 Willard Rose
1945 Cecil Spotswood
1946 Samuel J. Chaney
1947 William C. Balch
1948 Ellis Thorwaldson
1949 Harold O. Davis
1950 Gail E. Packard

1951 Harry S. Whiteman
1952 David G. Lingle
1953 Gifford E. Sobey *
1954 Fred F. Fox

Charles W. Styer
1955 Nicholas M. Starry
1956 Harrison Walker
1957 Arthur F. Thimann
1958 Emmette Gatewood Jr.
1959 Rolf Bondelie
1960 BurtonI. Olmsted
1961 Dr. Robert W. Johnson
1962 Carl M. Wilensky
1963 Donald M. Straub
1964 Dr.L. T. Mitchell
1965 Arthur E. Oltz
1966 Ernest G. Patterson
1967 Paul Crider
1968 Dr.Benjamin Nerenberg
1969 Donald W. Rhinehart
1970 Roy Mullins
1971 Tom Williams
1972 Richard Irion
1973 Brad Wyatt
1974 Rick Chappel
1975 John Roberts
1976 Steve Keller
1977 Miles Tully
1978 Dick Welde

1979 Lee Thurston
1980 Bob Hamilton
1981 Rex Morton
1982 Bill Reagan
1983 D. W. Derfelt
1984 Bob Huckell
1985 Dan Wilson
1986 Bob Schuster
1987 Lad Anderson
1988 Frank Murphy
1989 Dr. Len Brothers
1990 Al Simon
1991 Rich Lang
1992 Dr. James Ratcliff
1993 Ed McDonald
1994 Ellen Graff
1995 Dr. Timothy Coughlin
1996 Don Wolf
1997 Rusty Rinehart
1998 Robert A. Jones
1999 Catherine Barrier
2000 Terry Martin
2001 Alastair Dallas
2002 Ernest Patterson
2003 Rosalie Patterson
2004 Dr. Len Brothers
2005 Laura Bajuk
2006-7 Mary Bartlett
2008 Ernest Patterson
2009 Steve Norton

* Past Lieutenant Governors
1928 J. Warren Ayer..(the first Lt. Gov. of Div. 12)
1941 Raymond J. Fisher
1959 Gifford E. Sobey
1998 Paul A. Dubois
1999 Donald A. Wolf



12 Rev. 10-09

HISTORY: KIWANIS CLUB OF LOS GATOS
In November, 1923, George F. Shaner, Lewis H. Neumann, and Wendell C. Thomas, members of the

San Jose Kiwanis, met at the Hotel Lyndon in Los Gatos to consider founding a Kiwanis Club in the Town of
Los Gatos. A second meeting was held on December 1, 1923, at Leroy Brandt’s studio in San Jose with a
committee from the San Jose Club and fifteen men from Los Gatos, including Walter Crider, P.E. Curtis, E. H.
Melvin and Dr. L. S. Frary representing Rotary. The first proposal was to form an unaffiliated men’s club, but
the conviction grew that such a club would not succeed, and the final decision was to form a Kiwanis Club
affiliated with Kiwanis International.

On December 7, another meeting at Hotel Lyndon, presided over by Wendell Thomas saw represen-
tatives from the San Jose, Oakland and Alameda Kiwanis confirm the forming of the Kiwanis Club of Los Gatos
and sign up Charter Members. The December 13 meeting reported the following officers and directors elected:
the Rev. John A. Collins--president, Edward W. Vodden--first vice president, George F. Shaner-district trustee,
Eugene H. Rounds--treasurer, Dr. E. M. Miller, J. D. Farwell, C. F. Hamsher, Dr. Blake Franklin, Authur
Templeman, Dr. A. E. Osborne and Henry Kissenger--directors, Lewis H. Heumann--sergeant-at-arms, and
Cecil A. Dickinson--secretary. A final organization meeting was held December 20 to appoint committees and
set the meeting time as Thursday at 12:15 pm at the Hotel Lyndon.

Charter Night was observed March 8, 1924, with a dinner and program at the Hotel Vendome, San
Jose, under the sponsorship of the San Jose Club. Weekly meetings were held at the Hotel Lyndon until 1933
when they were moved to the Black Cat Tea Room on South Santa Cruz Ave. From there the Club went to the
Little Hamlet and then the American Legion Hall. In 1945 the Club moved back to the Hotel Lyndon, and finally
to the present meeting place, Los Gatos Lodge. The original meals cost seventy five cents.

The Club has performed many community services including: sponsorship of a Boy Scout troop; aided
in support of a community nurse; supported a study for the establishment of a sanitary district; aided in
securing transportation for public school children; sponsored a movement to pave downtown streets in Los
Gatos; supported the school milk fund backed a program for tree planting in the downtown area; assisted the
establishment of a dental clinic in public schools; raised funds for an underprivileged children’s home in Los
Gatos; planted trees at the Los Gatos High School; established a Key Club at Los Gatos High School in 1957;
provided a flagpole for the new Town Hall; participated in Chamber of Commerce Business Experience Day as
well as other civic projects, supporting Los Gatos and Santa Clara County residents through financial
assistance and manpower commitments on many community projects which support the aging, the needy, and
the youth of the community and supplement the work of government agencies. The Los Gatos Kiwanis Club
has provided thousands of dollars in scholarships, given Christmas food baskets and purchased school
clothing for economically deprived families; replaced $9,000 of band uniforms destroyed by arson, financed
environmental studies regarding bicycling in County Parks; rehabilitated the bridges in Belgatos Park; Crippled
Children’s Society, KCAT Community Access Television, Children’s Hospital Miracle Mile, San Jose Rescue
Mission, Live Oak Senior Nutrition Center, Live Oak Adult Day Care, Los Gatos Senior Coordinating Council,
Family Services Association, Ming Quong and Youth Science Institute. Also, was a sponsor of a Domestic
Violence Prevention Conference.

In 1996 the Club became the sponsor of the Los Gatos Fiesta de Artes, which has become the major
fund raising event. In the September of 1999, the Saratoga HS Key Club was established In March of 1999
the 75th Anniversary was celebrated with by a gala event at La Rinconada Country Club. That same year the
Club began presenting “Turnaround Scholarships” to students who greatly improve their academic
performance in their junior and senior years.

On the evening of March 7th, 2004, the Club celebrated its 80th year at Pigalee Restaurant Francais,
27 N Santa Cruz. The theme was that of the gay 20s, with everyone coming in appropriate costumes.

TODAY the Club does LG Youth Park and LG Creek Trail clean-ups; provides assistance to California Parks
Ministry Program, San Jose Airport Chaplaincy, Southwest YMCA, Red Cross, Boy Scouts, Los Gatos
Community Foundation, Flying Doctors, and Martha’s Kitchen. It continues to sponsor the Los Gatos &
Saratoga High School Key Clubs and the Los Gatos Youth Park. Is a sponsor of “Music in the Park” and the
Los Gatos Community Concerts, Club members read to 1st graders and conducts a Youth Safety awareness
program. Also, sponsors the Shakespeare in the Park Camp Shakespeare for Kids.
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OUR FUND RAISING PROJECTS

Turnaround Scholarship Spring Benefit

Los Gatos Fiesta de Artes (1996)
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CLUB FINANCES (continued)

Our current Club dues are $175 per year and $87.50 for additional
family members, payable the first of October.
(Can be paid in two installments, October 1 and April 1)

Our Club installation fee is $125 and $75 for additional family
members.

Additional Members from the same family will be one half annual
rate and the installation fee is waived.

Our Club lunch is $20, Soup & Salad is $13 or Coffee $3, if no food
is consumed, per meeting, payable each meeting.

Our Club depends on the dues of members to pay the operating
costs of the Club. It is important that members pay their bills when
due.

NOTE: PROCEEDS FROM PUBLIC FUND-RAISING CANNOT
BE USED FOR CLUB ADMINISTRATION.
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MEMBERSHIP FACTS

1. There is a direct relationship between the level of KIWANIS service and the number of
KIWANIS members. The more members, the more capacity to serve.

2. Membership is every KIWANIAN’s responsibility. This is accomplished by inviting prospective
members to attend meetings as guests and making new members feel welcome.

3. Retention is a key element in membership growth. The more members we keep, the fewer we
have to add in order to achieve a net increase.

4. “Member retention” is not a problem but a symptom. Club management is the key -- keeping
attendance up by well-run meetings, enjoyable meeting programs, getting all members
involved, recognition and welcoming activities, etc.

5. Member induction must be made with dignity and meaning.

6. Meeting attendance is the key indicator of proper Club Management.

High attendance = Good Club Management.

7. Fellowship is a key ingredient for membership. Are there assigned greeters? Do all members
make it a point to greet strangers and new members? Are new members assigned greeting
duties?

8. Involvement means all members, and especially new members, are offered or assigned
meaningful jobs. The number one reason that members drop out of KIWANIS is because we
do not give them a job.

9. Club meetings should be reserved for announcements, fun and frivolity. Programs with the
majority of organizational matters should be done in committee or Board meetings.

10.Building new KIWANIS clubs and building up existing clubs have nothing to do with each other.
We need to do both.
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DIVISION 12
MEETING TIMES AND PLACES and ‘09-10’ Presidents

MONDAY

San Jose – John Haydon 12:00 pm Bella Mia Restaurant
58 South 1st St, San Jose

TUESDAY

Campbell – Bob Carlson 12:10 pm Hobee's Restaurant, Pruneyard
1875 So. Bascom #190, Campbell

East San Jose – LeAnn Rizzato 11:00 pm San Jose Job Corp
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 3481 East Hills Drive, San Jose

Fremont – Claire Torres 7:00 am Marriott-Silicon Valley,
46100 Landing Parkway, Fremont

Milpitas – Daniel Bobay 7:30 am Omega Restaurant
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 90 South Park Victoria Dr, Milpitas

Morgan Hill – Mary Lou Conragan 7:00 pm The Grange Hall
Fourth and Monterey Highway

Pueblo de San Jose – Gloria Torres 6:30 pm Denny's Restaurant
1st Street and Monterey at Alma, SJ

Santa Clara – Donald Shrank 12:15 pm Mariani's Restaurant
2500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara

South San Jose - Diane Varrelmann 5:45 pm Denny's Restaurant
2nd Tue. is Board Meeting 1015 Blossom Hill Road, San Jose

WEDNESDAY

Cambrian Park – Guy Hatfield 12:10 pm Fresh Choice, Almaden Plaza,
5353 Almaden Expway #39a, SJ.

Silicon Valley Executives – Laura Pesavento 7:30 am UBS Conference Rm, 8th Floor,
50 West San Fernando, San Jose.

West Metro – Sandra Holloway 7:30 am Denny’s Restaurant
2060 S. Bascom Avenue, Campbell

West San Jose – Rick Mauck 7:15 am Fresh Choice Restaurant
1654 S. Bascom Avenue, Campbell

Willow Glen – Michael Rubino 7:30 am Sherwood Inn Restaurant
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 2988 Almaden ExpWy., San Jose

THURSDAY

Almaden Valley – Jim Lucarotti 7:30 am Cup N Saucer Restaurant
1375 Blossom Hill Road, SJ

Los Gatos – MarLyn Rasmussen 12:10 pm Los Gatos Lodge
50 Saratoga Blvd.






