The Chorale Celebrates

Its

20" Anniversary

Magnolia Chorale Chatter

Welcome to Our 2009 Spring Season

Birthdays and anniversaries are always special celebratory
events and the 20th for the Chorale is no exception. We plan
an outstanding retro program, a multitude of singers, the
return of our acclaimed conductor Jean Marie and famous
ivory tickler Clint Gawthrop, outstanding instrumentalists,
sharing of memories, a special commemorative work, and
more wonders that we have not thought of yet!! Let’s lift our
"kickoff" glasses to the beauty of shared music and the
beauty of sharing music!

New Singers are Invited
Now’s the perfect time to invite your
singing friends to join in!

Section Placements for spring chorale participants is:

Sun Feb 1st starting at 5:30 PM
Location: United Church of Christ at 35655 W. McGraw St. in
Magnolia. For more information contact Jean-Marie at
jmkmusic@u.washington.edu

First Rehearsal
Sun 2/01/09 from 6:30PM - 9:15PM

Regular Sunday Rehearsals
2/8 - 4/5 and 4/19- 4/26 from 7:00PM - 9:15PM

Dress Rehearsal
Wed 4/29 from 7:00PM - 9:15PM

“Twenty Years in Review”
Spring Concert Dates

Saturday 5/2/09 at 7:30PM at United Church of Christ
Sunday  5/3/09 at 2:00PM

From your president

For those of us who have sung in the Chorale since its inception, twenty years has gone
by quickly. The delight of making music together always stays new, fresh, and inspiring.
Friendships arising from singing together are particularly close and meaningful. No matter
whether you have been with the Chorale from its founding, have sung for a while some
time ago, or are presently a member, you know how rewarding a chorale experience can
be. The lives of our friends and merchant supporters have been enriched over the years
by making our concerts possible. All of us share together this special 20" Anniversary of
the Magnolia Chorale.

Magnolia Chorale Goes Retro!

Get ready to jump and jive with the best Chorale alive! Our spring concert 2009 highlights
favorite numbers from the last twenty years! Qur retro view is not outdated or aged. The
music is ageless and classic. Selections represent the oldies but goodies. Nostalgia lives!!
The songs we will sing are unique to the Chorale’s repertoire from our past concerts. The
numbers were selected from songs suggested by former Chorale members and our faithful
audience members as well as the professional guidance of our gifted music director, Jean-
Marie Kent. We don't want to give it all away, but would the mention of Rodgers and
Hammerstein, John Rutter, and Cole Porter make you want to join in the fun!

Join us for our first spring concert series rehearsal on February 1, 2009. Please arrive
between 6:30 and 6:45 so you have ample time to pick up your music, pay your dues, and
say hello. As always scholarships are available. If dues are paid, the amount is fifty
dollars.

Promise yourself not to miss our fabulous “Twenty Years in Review” concerts coming the
first weekend in May. Here’s singing at you!!

In Friendship,

Luciv
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Eric Barnum, Composer “Music in the Night

“Music in the Night”, was composed expressly for the 20t Anniversary of
the Magnolia Chorale. ~ Here is Eric Barnum’s delightful description of the
creation of this unique piece of music.

“In truth, the theme, selection of text, and inspiration are so
intertwined in my process of composition, they can perhaps not be
parsed apart. | began this process in the knowledge of the Magnolia
Chorale's history and its community, yet with the intent to expose its
core ideal: to explore the mysterious and wonderful world of
choral music.”

“What does it mean to sing in a choir? What does it
mean to join with a song that has been sung in the past, and will
continue to be sung into the future? With these questions | selected
the text by Harriet Prescott Spofford entitled ‘Music in the Night'.
(Harriet Spofford was a turn of the 20th century American poet, most
famous for her short-story Circumstance). Music in the Night not
only talks of music itself, but also of those magic moments where it
meets us, encircles us, and at best changes us. A power that this
music contains is that it could affect us at anytime, anywhere, and in
any way’”.

“How many have been changed in the Magnolia Chorale
over the course of its 20 year history. | would be pleased if the
audience that hears this piece could explore the idea that music is
something with which we can not only enjoy, but also interact. Yes it
is bigger than us; bigger than humanity itself. But that isn't a scary
thing. Music can embrace us through any trial and any joy. And
then....it vanishes among the stars.”

Come and Sing With Us

Singing opportunities are open to all who wish to join the chorale.
This means that financial considerations do not have to determine
whether or not you can enjoy the chorale experience.

There are Scholarships available to support our chorale. Receiving
a scholarship means that the annual dues and musical fees will be
waived for you--just ask one of the Board Members for more
information. We are committed to sharing the delight of singing with
all who want to participate. Come join us!

Magnolia Chorale
Board of Directors
Officers:
President — Lucia Schubert luciajs@comcast.net
Vice President-Roger Seeman raseeman@comcast.net
Secretary - Liz Roach tneroach@comcast.net

Treasurer — George Olson  gbestolson@comcast.net
Music Director:
Jean-Marie Kent jmkmusic@u.washington.edu

Board Members:
Editor - Marilyn Herst
Carolyn Harris

m.herst@comcast.net
wilsonharris@comcast.net

Marilyn Wall mariwa@comcast.net
Melissa Walsh beesknees@mindspring.com
Barbara Olson barb.e.olson@boeing.com
Bill Parker brekrap@earthlink.net

Bill Zackary- Business Mgr. zakman111@aol.com

Website —www.magnoliachorale.org
Email- magnolia.chorale@gmail.com

Jean-Marie, Music Director Magnolia Chorale
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It was a pleasure to perform “Gifts of the Season” with you in December. | was
pleased with not only your tone and your musicianship, but with your focus and
your dedication. It was easy to be enthusiastic when | was looking at so many
enthusiastic faces. The CD became an instant hit over the holidays.

And now, | can’t wait to start on repertoire for the spring. I'm very fortunate that |
am the new director of the Magnolia Chorale just in time to celebrate the twentieth
anniversary of the group. Your individual commitment and loyalty has made this
ensemble flourish. An occasion like this gives us a chance to look back and
remember the times that making music together has deeply affected our lives.

Nuria Molins will continue as our assistant director, and Sam McCoy will sing
tenor and conduct one piece. The Magnolia Chorale has graciously provided us
students at the University of Washington with valuable learning opportunities that
help us become better conductors. Not many conducting students have the
privilege of working with an honest and open ensemble who are willing to listen
and experiment.

Our program is comprised of suggestions from you. It's a list of your favorites.
The spring concert will begin with an excerpt from A Celebration of Hope, the
piece that started the Magnolia Chorale.

For our finale we will be featuring a new composition called “Music of the Night”,
by Eric Barnum, expressly composed for our 20 anniversary celebration, just for
the Magnolia Chorale and its audiences. (See his description of this piece above
left).

Many of you contributed your ideas for repertoire, and | hope you will be willing to
share with our audience the memories that correspond with the pieces that we
have chosen. These connections of memory and music can be intimate,
humorous, or inspiring. I look forward to hearing your stories and getting to know
you better because of them.

| look forward to seeing you on February 1%,

Jeawn-Mowie
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