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Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.


    Galatians 6:9

Happy Thanksgiving!  Our group, the Women of St. Mary’s (WoSM), is continuing on with the many projects that support families (and children, individuals, and charitable organizations) in need.  Let me give you a quick rundown of what we’re currently working on:

( The WoSM is enrolled in the Safeway E-scrip program, meaning that a percentage of your grocery bill can be donated to our group.  The money we raise through this program applies directly to our operating budget.  We use the money for a variety of things, such as the purchase of items for the church and Sunday School building, keepsake gifts for the First Communion/Confirmation classes, situation-specific circumstances that occur in the local community, and donations to 8-10 local non-profit groups who receive 10 percent of our annual “income”.    Visit www.escrip.com to sign up (click “1-Sign Up”) or to renew (click “Yes Renew”).  If you’re already an E-scrip contributor, renew annually by November 1 for uninterrupted contributions.  For those without access to a computer, call me (410.838.6845) to help you set this up.

(  We’re gearing up to provide food, money, and gifts to the people on our “Christmas families” list provided by the Mason-Dixon Community Services and the Office on Aging.  Esther Dombrowski (410.838.3484) is once again spearheading this effort.  She posts the sign-up wish list on the church’s tract table every year and in The Messenger.

(   We’ll be collecting NEW school shirts for boys and girls, sizes 4-16, that we provide to the Salvation Army.  Please wrap them in Christmas paper with an ID tag listing shirt size/style, color and gender. 


(  We need small NEW items to go into Salvation Army Stocking Stuffers.  We’re looking for school supplies, coloring books, candy, happy meal prizes, etc. able to fit into a 6-inch stocking opening.  Ann Weaver (410.838.5097) is in charge of the Shirts and Stockings collections and will post further details in The Messenger. 

Keep a lookout in the church bulletins for more information, and thanks in advance for your contributions! 
 
          -- Amy Parker

Next WoSM Meeting

We meet regularly on the third Thursday of every month, September to May.  Our upcoming meeting will be on November 19th at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall (Sunday School) building.  Hope you can join us!

WoSM Member Spotlight

From October to April, we will feature one of our active WoSM members to give you a “glimpse” into who we are so you get to know all of us.  
Susan Mullikin
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I was born in Havre de Grace and spent the majority of my life in Baltimore City.  Most of my working career was spent in the clinical laboratory at St. Joseph Medical Laboratory.  I briefly worked in Wilmington (a suburb of Boston), Massachusetts, for the Mayo Foundation (the parent of the Mayo Clinic) in their Laboratory Division known as Mayo Medical Laboratories.  I missed Maryland and resigned from the job, returning home a year later.  I began working in the clinical laboratory at the University of Maryland in the spring of 2007 where I continue to be employed today.  


I am single and have no children.  I live with a friend of mine, a widow, who also works for the Mayo Foundation and travels a great deal for her job.  She and her late husband had two dogs (huskies Reagan and Shania) who took a liking to me (I fed them!) so we worked out a financial arrangement so that I could continue living with her and her dogs.

I have a BS in Business Administration from Towson University and am currently attending The Tai Sophia Institute located in Howard County to obtain a Masters degree next year from their Applied Healing Arts program.
Q:

Name the community organizations you belong to.
A: 

I currently volunteer at the Missionaries of Charity in Baltimore one Saturday a month.  My friend, Jill, and I made a dinner at home, take it to the hospice and reassemble it to feed about 10 residents who are HIV positive.  By serving this meal we not only are serving the residents, we are relieving the nuns (who manage the facility) of having to cook in the evening.
Q:

What are your hobbies?

A:

Traveling (England many times, France, and Egypt, as well as across our country many years ago), exercising at the gym, squash, and tennis.  I also enjoy swimming.

Q:

What was the most important event or defining moment of your life?

A:

The death of my 20-year old niece, Cathy Mullikin, who was killed in 1997 by a drunk driver.  That episode brought me back to the church.  I was baptized Roman Catholic as a small child and confirmed Episcopalian as a teenager.  I never truly practiced the faith until Cathy’s death.  Her death sent me on a spiritual journey which continues today and has not only brought me back to the church, it has led me to The Tai Sophia Institute whose premise is to reduce unnecessary pain and suffering through their Herbal Medicine, Acupuncture, and Applied Healing Arts programs.
Q:

What obstacles have you faced/overcome in your life?

A:

I grew up with my father and two brothers.  My mother suffered from schizophrenia all of her life and so I lived in these circumstances with the help of my brothers and sisters.  I had to put myself through college and was unemployed for a short period of time.  Working your way through that scenario is a real eye-opener.  I learned quickly not to become depressed for any length of time though I felt as if my faith was being sorely tested.  I think my largest obstacle was growing up without my mother and learning to explain it to people so that they did not feel sorry for me.  I didn’t feel sorry for myself in that respect.  I missed her, and I hold no resentment towards her.  The other large obstacle I faced was living with my alcoholic father.  He began drinking when I was in my early teens.  He had been laid off from his job and he never recovered from that episode.  He was a carpenter and I loved him dearly.  I have, to this day, a desk that he built when I was five years old and received for my fifth Christmas!  I will never get rid of it.  Although not formally educated, he was a well-versed man and quite intelligent.  He could carry on a conversation with anyone about any subject.
Q:

What are you most proud of in your life?

A:

Serving others through my work and personal life.  Other than that, obtaining my bachelor’s degree, and now attending Tai Sophia for my master’s degree.
Q:

How would your friends describe you?

A:

Generous, funny, kind, and quiet.

Q:

What is your favorite book or genres of books?

A:

My favorite book is To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  Atticus Finch worked for true justice and equality in an era when there was very little in this country.  In general, my reading material is short murder mysteries.  Right now I am reading the series of mysteries written by Anne Perry.  
Q:

If you could invite three people to lunch…
A:

Mother Teresa because she truly expressed spiritualism in the way she lived her life.  Armand Hammer because he was a self-made millionaire by the end of WWI and gave his money to Lenin to feed the starving people of Russia.  He was an immigrant himself whose father was imprisoned here in America for medical malpractice.  Hammer spent the rest of his life as a philanthropist to rectify any injustice done to his father or society.  The third person would be my sister, Sara Porter.  She is 19 years older and I spent some of my childhood living with her.  She bought me clothes, told me stories, took me to visit our mother in the hospital, and helped me understand that people do not ask to be mentally ill and that our mother loved us all very much.  Growing up with this knowledge allowed me to love my mother as best as I could and enjoy her in her better moments.  I am eternally grateful to my sister for that gift she gave to me.

Q:

How long have you been a member of St. Mary’s?

A:

I guess around the 1999 timeframe.
Q:

When did you get involved in the WoSM?

A:

After attending St. Mary’s about eight or nine years.
Q:

How did you first become involved with the WoSM?
A:

In Massachusetts I was a member of St. Anne’s Episcopal Church and joined a women’s group there.  When I came back to Maryland I knew I wanted to do more, so last year I volunteered at the Peach Festival and with the Christmas wrapping and gift-checking.

Q:

Why is the WoSM group important?

A:

It is a good way to help others without being sanctimonious about doing so.  The few individuals I have met at St. Mary’s are very down-to-earth people.  I am looking forward to helping over the coming year.

Correction

The October issue of the WoSM newsletter incorrectly reported on the amount of money raised at the Rummage Sale.  The net income was $5,770. 
Calendar of Events

November 11:  2nd Wednesday luncheon.  Parish Hall.  10:45 a.m. church service; 11:30 a.m. Harford Land Trust program; 12:00 p.m. lunch ($2 per person, kids eat free).

November 19:  Women of St. Mary’s (WoSM) Meeting.  Parish Hall.  7:30 p.m.  

Mission of Women of St. Mary’s


We are dedicated to the service of St. Mary’s parish, our local community, and the broader family of the Episcopal Church.  


We raise money for local charities, donate supplies to needy groups, and organize the collection of food, clothing, and school supplies for children and families.


“Sunshine baskets” are provided to parishioners who are sick or hospitalized.  Baked goods are collected, boxed and sent to our college students.  Fellowship and fundraising are our specialties!


For more information about our group, please see the WoSM tri-fold brochure located on the church tract table and in Parish Hall; or, visit the St. Mary’s website at www.saint-marys-emmorton.org.

Women of St. Mary’s (WoSM)

Points of Contact

WoSM President
Sunshine Baskets
Amy Parker
Sandee Carlson/

410.838.6845
Danyele Shaffer


amparker@verizon.net
410.836.8951/



410.272.5725

Secretaries
mcarls@zoominternet.net
Toni Villard/
danyele44@hotmail.com
Rita Gribbell


410.838.2340/
Catering Support & 

410.273.5865
  Facilities Rental
tonivillard@yahoo.com
Sallie Parker/

jrgribbell@yahoo.com
Carolyn Beckelheimer



410.838.3677/

Treasurer
410.879.7789

Jean Brown

410.838.5372
Second Wednesday
jirelandb@verizon.net
  Luncheon &


Christmas Families Support

Rummage Sale

Esther Dombrowski
  Coordinator

410.838.3484

Beverly Wehry



410.838.2853

Chancel Art Restoration 



  Project
WoSM Public Relations &
Pat Weaver
  Newsletter Editor

410.838.3290                                

Catherine Stalcup Herlinger
murphthesurf@hughes.net
410.838.2682
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