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this happen, we could make this 

a more frequent newsletter such 

as once every other month or 

even once a month depending on 

our mission requirements. 

Please feel free to share your 

productive suggestions on mak-

ing this a success by contacting 

your Public Affairs Officer, 1Lt 

Dave Hobley by calling (253) 486

-9818, 447-7321 or by email at 

USAFCAP@Hobley.com or 

Dave@Hobley.com.  Thank you! 

Mt. Rainier Newsletter Takes Flight  

Here we are, at the launch of of 

the first Special Edition Issue of 

òThe Leading Edgeó, Mt. Rainier 

Composite Squadrons new 

newsletter.  This newsletter will 

cover news from the different 

sections in the squadron such as 

Commanders Corner, Commu-

nications, Aerospace Education, 

Rocketry, Cadet Programs, 

Emergency Services and Opera-

tions as well as Safety, Public 

Affairs, Squadron History, 

Events, Squadron Calendar, 

Recognize our Supporters, Par-

ent Corner, Membership and 

Recruiting to name just some of 

the issues. 

Newsletters such as these take a 

lot of work, so it will take coop-

eration and dedication from each 

of the different squadron focal 

points to make this quarterly 

newsletter a success.  It is possi-

ble, that if we can pull together 

as a T.E.A.M. (Together Every-

one Achieves More) to make 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Newsletter Launch 14 Oct 

07 

¶ Open House 15 Oct 07 

¶ Saturn Phase III Model 

Rocketry 20 Oct 07 

¶ Thanks To Our Supporters! 

The Leading Edge  

Mt Rainier Thrusts Forward With Many Awards, 

Activities, Training & Operations  

Awards: 

Charles òChuckó Yeager Aerospace Education Awardee: 

 Eddie Rojas 

Paul E. Garber Awardee: 

 Capt Bittinger 

General Ira Eaker Awardee: 

 Cadet Lenell 

General Billy Mitchell Awardees: 

 Cadet Milton, Cadet Smith 

   Activities / Training:  (Continued on page 3) 

Welcome to your local unit of the 

U.S. Civil Air Patrol, an Auxiliary of 

the United States Air Force. 

Mt Rainier is a Composite Squad-

ron, meaning we have both a com-

plement of adult officers, and a 

cadre of cadets.  Currently the 

squadron is comprised of 36 offi-

cers and 24 cadets. 

Many of our officers are actively 

involved as pilots and aircrew flying 

missions in support of Homeland 

Security, Counter Drug, and Search 

& Rescue operations. Several of our 

pilots also support the cadet pro-

gram by providing orientation flights 

in our Cessna airplane. 

Other officers devote most of their 

efforts directly supporting the cadet 

program, or in providing key ser-

vices to the squadron in the areas 

of administration, personnel, fi-

nance, safety, logistics, public affairs, 

and professional development. 

In addition to their structured ad-

vancement program, many of our 

cadets participate in our Aerospace 

Education Excellence program, 

Model Rocketry, and Emergency 

Services, developing skills as mission 

radio operators, direction-finding 

team members, flight-line marshal-

ling, and mission base support. 

Charged with the coordination of 

all squadron activities to insure 

compliance with Civil Air Patrol 

regulations and policies, are the 

Commander, the deputy Com-

mander for Cadets, and the Deputy 

Commander for Seniors (adult 

officers). 

Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron Overview  
Squadron Commander, Capt Bittinger  
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Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron Finance Committee  

òSteps it Upó on fundraisingé. 

zen pies for $5.00 each. It 

has been such a success 

that the project goal has 

been met and we are gen-

erating extra revenue 

which will be set up in a 

dedicated fund for such 

activities as Model Rock-

etry. 

We are closing down the 

Entertainment Book sales 

soon, but we still have 

some double crust pies 

left. They are excellent 

pies and a bargain at 

$5.00.The holiday season 

is coming up and $20 

spent on four frozen pies 

now means that your fam-

ily is just that much ahead 

of the holiday rush. 

Maj Kirk Hall, the Fi-

nance Officer for the Mt. 

Rainier Composite Squad-

ron has been a member of 

the Squadron for almost 

20 years. Shortly after he 

became Assistant Fi-

nance Officer he became 

dissatisfied with the way 

the accounting was ac-

complished with pencil 

and paper. With the assis-

tance of his wife Harriet 

(who taught him how to 

use Quicken and really did 

most of the data entry) he 

managed to convert all of 

the Mt. Rainier financial 

files to electronic data.  

Because of this, all of the 

Mt. Rainier Financial Data 

from 1995 to the present 

day available for review in 

Quicken. 

Most units, funding for 

needed supplies and ac-

tivities is a big issue.  Fi-

nance Officer, Kirk Hall is 

leading his Finance Com-

mittee Team, com-

prised of Commander, 

Capt John Bittinger, 

2Lt Eddie Rojas, 1Lt Den-

nis Tooms, Capt James 

Lenell, 1Lt Robert LeSage 

who are actively pursuing 

several fundraising oppor-

tunities to change the face 

of the dollars and sense 

our unit has to operate on.  

At present the Squadron is 

conducting two fundraisers 

to acquire much needed 

equipment for the unit and 

a few others are planned to 

take place soon. 

The first for general upkeep 

of the Squadron is the sale 

of Entertainment books. 

Until now, this has been on 

standby for about a decade. 

This year the South Puget 

Sound and Seattle books 

are each selling for $20 and 

are a bargain at that price. 

For example, just a few 

pages in from the front of 

the book are four $5.00 

coupons for use at Safe-

way. These coupons alone 

pay for the book if you use 

them during their activation 

periods. Although not typi-

cal, one of our customers 

stated that he regularly 

saved around 

$1000.00/year. That is a 

whole lot of nice dinners 

out, movies, airline dis-

counts etc., but the average 

user ought to save several 

hundred dollars over the 

course of a year. 

The second fundraiser was 

proposed by Eddie Rojas to 

raise money for a Cadet 

Recruitment project. This 

fundraiser involved the 

selling of Plush Pippin fro-
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òOne of our 

customers stated 

that he regularly 

saved around 

$1000.00/year.ó 

Maj Kirk Hall 

Finance Officer 

2Lt Eddie Rojas 

Finance Committee Member 



Mt .Rainier Composite Squadron lauded for their assistance with the 

US Air Force 60th Anniversary Celebration Picnic at McChord AFB  

Mt Rainier Thrusts Forward With Many Awards, 

Activities, Training & Operations (Continued from front page)  

Holloman later flew with Pacific 

Western Airlines in Canada. He 

was recalled to active duty in 

1966, serving in Vietnam and 

later in Europe. He retired as a 

Lieutenant Colonel.  

The Tuskegee Airmen, an all-

black Fighter Group, had an 

exemplary record on escorting 

bombers from the 12th and 15th 

Air Force Bomb Groups, to and 

from the target. But it did not 

come without cost. Casualties 

resulted from the inevitable air 

battles and from fending off the 

ever present marauding German 

fighters and the flak. Attacking 

ground targets of opportunity 

accounted for a disproportionate 

number of pilots not returning 

to their home bases after mis-

sions. 

Once relieved of their escort 

duties, pilots were free to pur-

sue targets of opportunity at 

lower altitudes as they raced 

across the enemy occupied 

countryside, always bearing 

south toward the relative safety 

of their home field at Ramatelli, 

Italy. 

8 Sep 07 - 2Lt Eddie Rojas and 

Cadets, Regina Louks, Christo-

pher Rojas, Nathan Rojas, Daniel 

Siau, Cisco GonZales, and An-

thony Milton were lauded by the 

Air Force for their assistance 

with the US Air Force 60th An-

niversary Celebration Picnic at 

McChord AFB. 

òOn behalf of the men and 

women of the 62d and 446Th 

Airlift Wings, I would like to 

thank you for your invaluable 

assistance during the Air Force's 

60th Anniversary picnic on Sat-

urday, 8 Sep.  The fine airmen 

assigned to your Civil Air Patrol 

chapter performed a much 

needed service by setting up, and 

tearing down the children's ven-

ues.  We are also in your debt as 

your personnel monitored the 

play areas, ensuring the safety of 

all of the children.  As I worked 

side by side with those young 

professionals, it gave me a warm 

feeling to know that the future 

safety and security of the United 

States is in good hands.  Again, 

my sincere thanks, MSgt Lorenzo 

Jones, AF 60th Anniversary 

Celebration Staffó 

During this event cadets helped 

with a variety of setup, safety 

and tear down tasks.  An unex-

pected reward for their service 

ended up being a huge one. Liv-

ing history, Tuskegee Airman, 

Bill Holloman was present as a 

distinguished guest at the cele-

bration and spent quite a bit of 

time speaking with cadets and 

seniors.  He provided a great 

deal of information about his 

service with the Tuskegee Air-

man, including the fact that he 

himself was a Civil Air Patrol 

cadet prior his active duty ser-

vice.   

1st Lieutenant William H. Hollo-

man III was born in St. Louis, 

Missouri. He flew P-51's with the 

99th Fighter Squadron, 332nd 

Fighter Group, during early 

1945. After World War II he 

flew P-47's with the 301st 

Fighter Squadron, 332nd Fighter 

Group, and during the Korean 

War was a MATS pilot. On one 

mission he was flying the 

wounded back to the States 

from the Far East and Korea. He 

was also the first black helicop-

ter pilot in the Air Force. Bill 

Top: Sea Fair/Key Bank Air Show Logo 

Center:  Air Force 60th Anniversary 
Celebration 
Bottom:  Model Rocketry Course 

Top:  P-51 Mustang, WWII Fighter 
Second:  Air Force Celebrates 60th 

Anniversary 
Third:  Aircraft Static Display at 
McChord AFB 

Bottom:  Tuskegee Airman 1Lt 
William Holloman 
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Activities / Training:  

Seattle Sea Fair Air National Guard Recruiting Support   3-5 Aug 07 

 Participants:  2Lt Rojas, c/Siau, c/C. Rojas, c/N. Rojas, c/Milton, c/Gonzales, c/Brown 

CAP Model Rocketry Course Rocketry      25 Aug & 15 Sep 07 

 Participants:  Capt Bittinger, 2Lt Rojas, c/C. Rojas, c/N. Rojas, c/Louks 

US Air Force 60th Anniversary Celebration Picnic Support at McChord AFB 8 Sep 07 

 Participants:  2Lt Rojas, c/Rojas, c/Rojas, c/Siau, c/Louks, c/GonZales, c/Milton 

IC300ñUS Incident Command System     22-23 Sep 07 

 Graduates:  Capt Siau, Lt Deangelo 

Squadron Leadership School      22-23 Sep 07 

 Graduates:  Lt Cowgil, Lt Rojas, SM Daviscourt 

DHS Missions 

 2Lt Rojas, Lt Bellville, Lt Deangelo 

Model Rocketry Phase III, Thun Field  0900    20 Oct 07 

òI too was a CAP 
Cadeté.ó 

1Lt Bill Holloman, 
WWII Tuskegee 

Airman  


