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this happen, we could make this 

a more frequent newsletter such 

as once every other month or 

even once a month depending on 

our mission requirements. 

Please feel free to share your 

productive suggestions on mak-

ing this a success by contacting 

your Public Affairs Officer, 1Lt 

Dave Hobley by calling (253) 486

-9818, 447-7321 or by email at 

USAFCAP@Hobley.com or 

Dave@Hobley.com.  Thank you! 

Mt. Rainier Newsletter Takes Flight  

Here we are, at the launch of of 

the first Special Edition Issue of 

òThe Leading Edgeó, Mt. Rainier 

Composite Squadrons new 

newsletter.  This newsletter will 

cover news from the different 

sections in the squadron such as 

Commanders Corner, Commu-

nications, Aerospace Education, 

Rocketry, Cadet Programs, 

Emergency Services and Opera-

tions as well as Safety, Public 

Affairs, Squadron History, 

Events, Squadron Calendar, 

Recognize our Supporters, Par-

ent Corner, Membership and 

Recruiting to name just some of 

the issues. 

Newsletters such as these take a 

lot of work, so it will take coop-

eration and dedication from each 

of the different squadron focal 

points to make this quarterly 

newsletter a success.  It is possi-

ble, that if we can pull together 

as a T.E.A.M. (Together Every-

one Achieves More) to make 

Special points of interest:  

¶ Newsletter Launch 14 Oct 

07 

¶ Open House 15 Oct 07 

¶ Saturn Phase III Model 

Rocketry 20 Oct 07 

¶ Thanks To Our Supporters! 

The Leading Edge  

Mt Rainier Thrusts Forward With Many Awards, 

Activities, Training & Operations  

Awards: 

Charles òChuckó Yeager Aerospace Education Awardee: 

 Eddie Rojas 

Paul E. Garber Awardee: 

 Capt Bittinger 

General Ira Eaker Awardee: 

 Cadet Lenell 

General Billy Mitchell Awardees: 

 Cadet Milton, Cadet Smith 

   Activities / Training:  (Continued on page 3) 

Welcome to your local unit of the 

U.S. Civil Air Patrol, an Auxiliary of 

the United States Air Force. 

Mt Rainier is a Composite Squad-

ron, meaning we have both a com-

plement of adult officers, and a 

cadre of cadets.  Currently the 

squadron is comprised of 36 offi-

cers and 24 cadets. 

Many of our officers are actively 

involved as pilots and aircrew flying 

missions in support of Homeland 

Security, Counter Drug, and Search 

& Rescue operations. Several of our 

pilots also support the cadet pro-

gram by providing orientation flights 

in our Cessna airplane. 

Other officers devote most of their 

efforts directly supporting the cadet 

program, or in providing key ser-

vices to the squadron in the areas 

of administration, personnel, fi-

nance, safety, logistics, public affairs, 

and professional development. 

In addition to their structured ad-

vancement program, many of our 

cadets participate in our Aerospace 

Education Excellence program, 

Model Rocketry, and Emergency 

Services, developing skills as mission 

radio operators, direction-finding 

team members, flight-line marshal-

ling, and mission base support. 

Charged with the coordination of 

all squadron activities to insure 

compliance with Civil Air Patrol 

regulations and policies, are the 

Commander, the deputy Com-

mander for Cadets, and the Deputy 

Commander for Seniors (adult 

officers). 

Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron Overview  
Squadron Commander, Capt Bittinger  
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Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron Finance Committee  

òSteps it Upó on fundraisingé. 

zen pies for $5.00 each. It 

has been such a success 

that the project goal has 

been met and we are gen-

erating extra revenue 

which will be set up in a 

dedicated fund for such 

activities as Model Rock-

etry. 

We are closing down the 

Entertainment Book sales 

soon, but we still have 

some double crust pies 

left. They are excellent 

pies and a bargain at 

$5.00.The holiday season 

is coming up and $20 

spent on four frozen pies 

now means that your fam-

ily is just that much ahead 

of the holiday rush. 

Maj Kirk Hall, the Fi-

nance Officer for the Mt. 

Rainier Composite Squad-

ron has been a member of 

the Squadron for almost 

20 years. Shortly after he 

became Assistant Fi-

nance Officer he became 

dissatisfied with the way 

the accounting was ac-

complished with pencil 

and paper. With the assis-

tance of his wife Harriet 

(who taught him how to 

use Quicken and really did 

most of the data entry) he 

managed to convert all of 

the Mt. Rainier financial 

files to electronic data.  

Because of this, all of the 

Mt. Rainier Financial Data 

from 1995 to the present 

day available for review in 

Quicken. 

Most units, funding for 

needed supplies and ac-

tivities is a big issue.  Fi-

nance Officer, Kirk Hall is 

leading his Finance Com-

mittee Team, com-

prised of Commander, 

Capt John Bittinger, 

2Lt Eddie Rojas, 1Lt Den-

nis Tooms, Capt James 

Lenell, 1Lt Robert LeSage 

who are actively pursuing 

several fundraising oppor-

tunities to change the face 

of the dollars and sense 

our unit has to operate on.  

At present the Squadron is 

conducting two fundraisers 

to acquire much needed 

equipment for the unit and 

a few others are planned to 

take place soon. 

The first for general upkeep 

of the Squadron is the sale 

of Entertainment books. 

Until now, this has been on 

standby for about a decade. 

This year the South Puget 

Sound and Seattle books 

are each selling for $20 and 

are a bargain at that price. 

For example, just a few 

pages in from the front of 

the book are four $5.00 

coupons for use at Safe-

way. These coupons alone 

pay for the book if you use 

them during their activation 

periods. Although not typi-

cal, one of our customers 

stated that he regularly 

saved around 

$1000.00/year. That is a 

whole lot of nice dinners 

out, movies, airline dis-

counts etc., but the average 

user ought to save several 

hundred dollars over the 

course of a year. 

The second fundraiser was 

proposed by Eddie Rojas to 

raise money for a Cadet 

Recruitment project. This 

fundraiser involved the 

selling of Plush Pippin fro-
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òOne of our 

customers stated 

that he regularly 

saved around 

$1000.00/year.ó 

Maj Kirk Hall 

Finance Officer 

2Lt Eddie Rojas 

Finance Committee Member 



Mt .Rainier Composite Squadron lauded for their assistance with the 

US Air Force 60th Anniversary Celebration Picnic at McChord AFB  

Mt Rainier Thrusts Forward With Many Awards, 

Activities, Training & Operations (Continued from front page)  

Holloman later flew with Pacific 

Western Airlines in Canada. He 

was recalled to active duty in 

1966, serving in Vietnam and 

later in Europe. He retired as a 

Lieutenant Colonel.  

The Tuskegee Airmen, an all-

black Fighter Group, had an 

exemplary record on escorting 

bombers from the 12th and 15th 

Air Force Bomb Groups, to and 

from the target. But it did not 

come without cost. Casualties 

resulted from the inevitable air 

battles and from fending off the 

ever present marauding German 

fighters and the flak. Attacking 

ground targets of opportunity 

accounted for a disproportionate 

number of pilots not returning 

to their home bases after mis-

sions. 

Once relieved of their escort 

duties, pilots were free to pur-

sue targets of opportunity at 

lower altitudes as they raced 

across the enemy occupied 

countryside, always bearing 

south toward the relative safety 

of their home field at Ramatelli, 

Italy. 

8 Sep 07 - 2Lt Eddie Rojas and 

Cadets, Regina Louks, Christo-

pher Rojas, Nathan Rojas, Daniel 

Siau, Cisco GonZales, and An-

thony Milton were lauded by the 

Air Force for their assistance 

with the US Air Force 60th An-

niversary Celebration Picnic at 

McChord AFB. 

òOn behalf of the men and 

women of the 62d and 446Th 

Airlift Wings, I would like to 

thank you for your invaluable 

assistance during the Air Force's 

60th Anniversary picnic on Sat-

urday, 8 Sep.  The fine airmen 

assigned to your Civil Air Patrol 

chapter performed a much 

needed service by setting up, and 

tearing down the children's ven-

ues.  We are also in your debt as 

your personnel monitored the 

play areas, ensuring the safety of 

all of the children.  As I worked 

side by side with those young 

professionals, it gave me a warm 

feeling to know that the future 

safety and security of the United 

States is in good hands.  Again, 

my sincere thanks, MSgt Lorenzo 

Jones, AF 60th Anniversary 

Celebration Staffó 

During this event cadets helped 

with a variety of setup, safety 

and tear down tasks.  An unex-

pected reward for their service 

ended up being a huge one. Liv-

ing history, Tuskegee Airman, 

Bill Holloman was present as a 

distinguished guest at the cele-

bration and spent quite a bit of 

time speaking with cadets and 

seniors.  He provided a great 

deal of information about his 

service with the Tuskegee Air-

man, including the fact that he 

himself was a Civil Air Patrol 

cadet prior his active duty ser-

vice.   

1st Lieutenant William H. Hollo-

man III was born in St. Louis, 

Missouri. He flew P-51's with the 

99th Fighter Squadron, 332nd 

Fighter Group, during early 

1945. After World War II he 

flew P-47's with the 301st 

Fighter Squadron, 332nd Fighter 

Group, and during the Korean 

War was a MATS pilot. On one 

mission he was flying the 

wounded back to the States 

from the Far East and Korea. He 

was also the first black helicop-

ter pilot in the Air Force. Bill 

Top: Sea Fair/Key Bank Air Show Logo 

Center:  Air Force 60th Anniversary 
Celebration 
Bottom:  Model Rocketry Course 

Top:  P-51 Mustang, WWII Fighter 
Second:  Air Force Celebrates 60th 

Anniversary 
Third:  Aircraft Static Display at 
McChord AFB 

Bottom:  Tuskegee Airman 1Lt 
William Holloman 
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Activities / Training:  

Seattle Sea Fair Air National Guard Recruiting Support   3-5 Aug 07 

 Participants:  2Lt Rojas, c/Siau, c/C. Rojas, c/N. Rojas, c/Milton, c/Gonzales, c/Brown 

CAP Model Rocketry Course Rocketry      25 Aug & 15 Sep 07 

 Participants:  Capt Bittinger, 2Lt Rojas, c/C. Rojas, c/N. Rojas, c/Louks 

US Air Force 60th Anniversary Celebration Picnic Support at McChord AFB 8 Sep 07 

 Participants:  2Lt Rojas, c/Rojas, c/Rojas, c/Siau, c/Louks, c/GonZales, c/Milton 

IC300ñUS Incident Command System     22-23 Sep 07 

 Graduates:  Capt Siau, Lt Deangelo 

Squadron Leadership School      22-23 Sep 07 

 Graduates:  Lt Cowgil, Lt Rojas, SM Daviscourt 

DHS Missions 

 2Lt Rojas, Lt Bellville, Lt Deangelo 

Model Rocketry Phase III, Thun Field  0900    20 Oct 07 

òI too was a CAP 
Cadeté.ó 

1Lt Bill Holloman, 
WWII Tuskegee 

Airman  



Assistant Emergency Services Officer, Joe Coppick  

of available operations re-

sources, including personnel and 

equipment. 

Keep an eye on the squadron 

meeting notices for more infor-

mation regarding dates of train-

ing sessions and other activities. 

 

The Emergency Services team at 

Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron 

is working to improve out capa-

bilities and readiness. Earlier this 

year, we completed scanner 

training for several senior mem-

bers. This fall we will begin ob-

server and mission pilot training, 

as well as filling in gaps in the 

scanner training for folks that 

may have missed a few sessions.   

The goal is to have multiple flight 

crews that can take a rotating 

on-call "ready" status.  We are 

also in the process of creat-

ing/updating the alert notification 

system and creating an inventory 
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òThe goal is to have 

multiple flight crews 

that can take a 

rotating on -call 

"ready" status..ó 

Squadron Commanders Mini -Bio  

Yeager and Scott Crossfield 

aerospace education awards, the 

Master of Communications rat-

ing, the Master of Aerospace 

Education rating, and is an air-

crew Scanner.  He was selected 

as the Washington Wing Com-

munications Officer of the Year 

in 2005. 

Captain Bittinger and his wife, Jo 

Ann, celebrated their 50th anni-

versary last June. They have six 

children and 18 grandchildren. 

During their marriage both have 

served their local communities 

as leaders and facilitators of 

Scouting units, youth religious 

education programs, and senior 

shut-in / visitation programs. 

Their son, Matthew, retired 

earlier this year after 23 years 

service with the USAF. 

Captain John Bittinger is a re-

tired engineer with over 45 

years of multi-discipline experi-

ence, including some 25 years in 

the aerospace industry. He holds 

a Masterõs degree in Scientific 

and Engineering Management, 

and is a licensed professional 

engineer in Washington and 

Oregon. 

His aerospace experience ex-

tends from support of the B-58 

Hustler design program up to 

flight test facilities for the Boeing 

777 commercial aircraft.  He 

provided engineering support for 

the North American A3J, A5, 

T28 and X15 projects, and for 

the General Electric TF39 engine 

(Lockheed C5A), design for the 

Boeing 737 and 747 control 

cabins, equipment engineering 

for the Boeing 757, 767 and 777 

commercial aircraft, and facilities 

design for the NASA National 

Wind Tunnel project. 

As an electrical engineer Captain 

Bittinger supported the Navy 

Facilities Engineering Commands 

and U.S. Corps of Engineers in 

the design and construction of 

military facilities along the U.S. 

West Coast, in the Alaska 

mainland and Aleutians, through-

out the Pacific Basin, and on 

Diego Garcia in the Indian 

Ocean. 

He provided field engineering 

and construction support for the 

Alaska-Prudhoe Bay oil fields, 

and for the Trans-Alaska pipeline 

from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez, 

Alaska. 

Captain Bittinger has earned the 

Paul E. Garber Award, CAPõs 

second highest professional 

development award, the Chuck 

òHis aerospace 

experience extends 

from support of the B

-58 Hustler design 

program up to flight 

test facilities for the 

Boeing 777 

commercial aircraft.ó 

Emergency Services Officer Capt Jim Lenell on  

Training and Readiness  
This year it was decided that we 

would work and become profi-

cient in a few areas of the CAP 

Emergency Services.  Those are, 

besides aircrews, Communica-

tions, Mission Staff Assistant 

(MSA), UDF (Urban Direction 

Finding) and Flightline Marshal-

ling.   

Communications has had several 

qualify on for their Mission Radio 

Operator (MRO) and Communi-

cations Unit Leader (CUL) this 

year.  This is at both the cadet 

and senior level.  We are always 

looking for more members who 

seek to pursue these areas. 

There have been several UDF 

training opportunities this year.  

To date we have had 3 actual 

training dates where the SQTRs 

(Specialty Qualifications Training 

Requirements) have been ac-

complished.  To date we have 3 

new UDF qualified members in 

the squadron.  The UDF teams 

are typically tasked to seek out 

ELT signals that are detected.  

As an aside, in September of this 

year a new L-Per was brought to 

the squadron and turned on and 

a signal from an ELT was de-

tected.  A ramp search by a few 

senior members of our squadron 

was able to isolate the aircraft 

and have the ELT signal secured.  

It was discovered that the a/c 

owner was in the process of 

repainted his plane and the ELT 

antenna was disconnected but in 

the process of that being done 

the ELT was placed in the òONó 

position.  This was a great acci-

dental training exercise.   

The MSA training and Flightline 

Marshalling training will be addi-

tional training that will be sched-

uled in the coming months.   

If anyone is interested in partici-

pating, please get a hold of 

someone in Emergency Services. 

CAP  Aircraft on patrol over the 
Statue of Liberty within minutes of 

the September 11th 2001 attacks.  
This also became the first civilian 

aircraft authorized to fly after the 

attacks as all other civilian aircraft 
were grounded. 



Whatõs Happening in Cadet Programs? 
Capt Jim Lenell, Deputy Commander for Cadets  

Encampment.  This past spring 

there was an actual air search 

which was in part based out of 

our squadron building and sev-

eral cadets were very active in 

communications and mission 

base assistants.  WTA has 

started up again and again, sev-

eral cadets have been on staff for 

that training.  This shows we 

have our cadetsõ active at the 

squadron level and at the 

WAWG level which really dem-

onstrates a lot of the CAP core 

values.    

Our cadets have a lot to be 

proud of on their accomplish-

ments this past year! 

The cadet program these past 10 

months have been full of activity 

and a lot of personal growth for 

many.  So far this year we have 

had 4 cadets earn their Mitchell 

Award which is the c/2Lt which 

earns them and E-3 rating in the 

USAF should they choose to 

enlist.  One cadet earn his 

Earhart Award, c/Captain and 

one will earn his Eaker Award, 

c/LTC.  The accomplishments of 

the senior cadets has been great.   

Not only have the senior cadets 

earned rank advancement so 

have many of our new cadets 

who have been with us a short 

time.  Several have earned their 

c/CMSGT this year as well. 

Two Cadets were honored at 

the Spring Conference that was 

held in Yakima.  c/LTC. Matthew 

Lenell was awarded the Aero-

space Cadet of the Year for the 

Wing and c/2Lt. Eric Gregory 

was award the Cadet Communi-

cator of the Year for the Wing.   

Many cadets also participated in 

the WAWG Sarexõs to become 

more proficient in SAR qualifica-

tions.  We had 2 cadets at this 

yearõs WAWG Flight Encamp-

ment on staff and 3 cadets were 

on staff at the Summer Basic 
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Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron hosts two Model 

Rocketry Events at Wilcox Farms in Roy, Washington  

and launched their rockets utiliz-

ing the CAP Rocketry Program.  

Most launches were successful, 

there were only one or two 

mishaps (rockets that did not 

launch, extract chute or land 

properly). 

This training will be continued 

on 20 October 07 when cadets 

participate in the Saturn Stage III 

of the CAP Model Rocketry 

program where three cadets are 

expected to graduate and earn 

their Model Rocketry Badges. 

25 Aug & 15 Sep 07 ð Squadron 

Commander Capt John Bittinger, 

Aerospace Education Officer 2Lt 

Eddie Rojas and several cadets 

from Mt. Rainier and McChord 

AFB Composite Squadrons, 

participated in Model Rocketry 

Training.  In a day when Home-

land Security is paramount and 

aviation is becoming the trans-

port of choice, finding a place to 

launch Model Rockets is becom-

ing much more difficult.  Luckily 

one of our members, who is 

associated with Wilcox Farms (a 

popular dairy in Roy, Washing-

ton) has secured support from 

Wilcox Farms who has offered 

to assist our Aerospace Educa-

tion and Rocketry programs by 

allowing us to use their open 

farmland to launch model rock-

ets.  Until Wilcox Farms had 

offered this, we were close to 

losing hope of finding something 

within a reasonable driving dis-

tance.   

Cadets participated in airframe 

and safety training and then 

assembled 

CAP  Model Rocketry Syllabus 

1Lt Robert LeSage, Squadron Maintenance Officer  

needs a little more work and/or 

project coordination, please let 

me know and we]ll do our best 

to get it done. 

As Squadron maintenance offi-

cer, I oversee all that needs 

repaired on an ongoing basis.  

My standard monthly activities 

are to prepare the aircraft re-

ports, and make sure the aircraft 

has the necessary forms available 

for the month. 

I take care of many maintenance 

projects around the building as 

well as spearheading and partici-

pating in òcapital improvementó 

projects.   If you see something 

that needs ôfixedó and you can 

do it safely, by all means please 

do.  If you see something that 1Lt Robert LeSage 
Maintenance Officer 



Capt Jim Lenell, Squadron Communications Officer  
Leader) which furthers their 

knowledge of proper CAP radio 

procedures in practice and real 

missions.  Not only have we 

done things at WAWG level, we 

have also been working with the 

Oregon Wing and with the Ore-

gon Air National Guard in their 

training which further gives us 

communications training.  

WTA is a great place to get 

some training.  In October of 

this year, the ACUT will be 

offered to WAWG. 

During this year it was decided 

that our squadron place an em-

phasis on several areas and one 

of them is Communications.  

Almost all of the cadets and 

senior members have completed 

their BCUT (Basic Communica-

tions User Training) and many 

have expressed interest in 

ACUT (Advanced User Commu-

nications Training).   

The BCUT is required by all 

CAP members who will have any 

use for a CAP radio, regardless 

of the type of CAP radio.  This is 

true whether you are an aircrew 

member or on a UDF Team who 

will utilize the ISR (Intra Squad-

ron Radio).  ACUT is for those 

who wish to pursue further 

training in Communications 

Specialty Track or further 

knowledge of CAP Communica-

tions.   

This year we took over the HF 

Training Net and VHF Training 

Net which conducts the radio 

nets on Tuesdays and Thursday 

evenings.  Any CAP member 

with the BCUT and ACUT train-

ing are invited to participate and 

it you need to be trained we can 

work on that for you there.   

Several of our squadron mem-

bers have worked on their MRO 

(Mission Radio Operator) and 

CUL (Communications Unit 

Cadet 2Lt Gregory and Cadet 
Amn Birdsong running  the Wash-

ington Wing Net 
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òThis year we took 

over the HF Training 

Net and VHF 

Training Net which 

conducts the radio 

nets on Tuesdays 

and Thursday 

evenings.ó 

Cadet 2Lt Gregory, Net Control Operations  
has received the Cadet Commu-

nicator of the year for two years 

in a row. Captain Lenell started 

his communication training 3 

yours ago after he was asked to 

be the Communications Officer 

for the Squadron.  He has com-

pleted his BCUT and ACUT 

training.  He has also completed 

his MRO and CUL qualifications 

for Emergency Services.  He 

actively works as a Net Control 

Station operator for the 

WAWG training nets.  There 

are also frequent opportunities 

for him to work the ORWG in 

their WADS training.  At this 

time his also involved in teaching 

BCUT and ACUT at WTA.  

Cadet Birdsong started her 

training in August. Cadet Bird-

song got her ROA and then 

started assisting in being the Net 

Control Officer since this squad-

ron started operating the nets.   

The Net Control Operations for 

the Mount Rainier Composite 

Squadron started back in July of 

2007. The Net Controller back 

then needed to step down and 

because the wing knew that the 

Mt. Rainier Composite Squadron 

was one of the best Communica-

tion Squadrons in the Wing so 

they chose this squadron when 

we requested the position. So 

the squadron started performing 

the High Frequencies (HF) Nets. 

The Main Net Controllers are 

Captain Jim Lenell, C/2Lt Eric 

Gregory, and C/Amn Heather 

Birdsong.  

Cadet Gregory started in March 

2003. He started his Western 

Training Academy communica-

tion training in February of 2004. 

He was taught by ex Wing Com-

munication Officer Lt. Fields. 

After his training Cadet Gregory 

was very excited about Commu-

nications so he pursued on and 

got his ACUT (Advance Com-

munications User Training) After 

Cadet Gregory received his 

MRO sign offõs he put his training 

to use and started being the 

Communications Officer for the 

Washington Wings Aircrew 

Schoolõs program. During one of 

the aircrew schoolõs he and 

everyone in the Washington 

Wing got called up in October 

2004 for the Elensberg Mission. 

An L-29 jet went missing and 

Cadet Gregory went there for 

the seven days it was operating 

and worked full hour days from 

6 in the morning till ten at night. 

Even when the leadership made 

him take a break he was always 

requesting to get back and they 

put him back just after an hour. 

He served that mission and then 

as soon as they got back after 

the mission he continued the 

aircrew school. Cadet Gregory 



Capt Eric West, Flight Instructor / Orientation Pilot  

2Lt Ron Phillips, Transportation Officer  

Lt Col David G. Thomas, Medical Officer  

to while serving as members 

of the CAP. 

Capt Eric West is one of the 

MRCS Instructor Pilots, and 

Orientation Ride Pilots / Coordi-

nator. He currently holds a B.S. 

in Aeronautics from Embry-

Riddle Aeronautical University 

and has his Commercial Single-

Engine, Multi-Engine, IFR, and 

Flight Instructor, Single-Engine, 

Multi-Engine, IFR Licenses. He 

has been involved with the CAP 

since being a cadet in 1995. He 

spent 7 years active duty, 3 years 

with the WAARNG, and has 

been stationed all over the 

world. Capt West's focus for the 

Cadet Program is Aerospace 

Education through practical 

application and military disci-

pline.  

Capt West's goals for CAP in-

clude the enhancement of the 

Orientation Ride Program 

throughout Western Washing-

ton. As a personal endeavor, 

Capt West has contacted almost 

every squadron in the area with-

out an aircraft and offered to 

bring both himself and other 

qualified O-Ride pilots to a local 

airport in order to ensure that 

the cadets receive the Orienta-

tion Rides that they are entitled 

missions were MEDCAP / DEN-

CAP (Medical and Dental Civilian 

Assistance Programs) where we pro-

vided humanitarian Medical and 

Dental Treatment to the Albanian and 

Serbian populations in Kosovo.  

  

The Civil Air Patrol also has the 

mission to provide disaster relief and 

emergency services where needed 

throughout the United States.  I am 

proud to serve my country as a mem-

ber of the United States Army Re-

serve and Civil Air Patrol. 

Medical personnel are responsible for 

advising CAP commanders and units 

on the health, sanitation, and hygiene 

of CAP members relevant to CAP 

activities, with particular emphasis on 

those members involved in emer-

gency services and disaster relief 

activities; field exercises; encamp-

ments; and special activities.  They 

provide training in first aid and emer-

gency lifesaving measures to include 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

(CPR).  The Medical Officer ensures 

instruction is given in blood borne 

pathogen exposure and protection 

training to members and maintains 

necessary medical first aid kits 

and training equipment. Advises the 

commander on all preventive medicine 

matters for safe CAP activities. 

I currently serve as the commander of 

the 7229th Medical Support Unit at Ft. 

Lewis, WA and recently returned in 

June of 2007 from a deployment to 

Kosovo with the Multinational Peace-

keeping Forces (NATO), Task Force 

Medical Falcon XIII, KFOR 8 at 

Camp Bondsteel. 

My primary mission was to provide 

Medical and Dental care to US Sol-

diers and Soldiers from many different 

nations to include; Great Britain, Ger-

many, Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, 

Bulgaria, Romania, Czech Republic, 

Sweden, Greece, France and many 

others.  One or our many ongoing 

new generation to take the lead-

ership roles in the CAP. 

Until next time, Semper Vigilans, 

Ronald Phillips, Transportation 

Officer 

Where did September go?? It 

seems like just yesterday we 

were squaring away the Septem-

ber paper work for the Squad-

ron van, as I was being initiated 

as the new Squadron Transpor-

tation Officer. Well, I guess it is 

old hat now.  

We are looking forward to get-

ting our new van. Rumor has it, 

that it is at wing getting decals 

and we should be getting it soon.  

It  is a pleasure to be a part of an 

organization with such far reach-

ing influence, and to watch dedi-

cated individuals donating their 

time to work with and train a 
 
 

2Lt Ron Philips 
Transportation Officer 

Capt Eric West, Flight Instructor / 

Orientation Flight Pilot 
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òThe Medical Officer 

ensures instruction 

is given in blood 

borne pathogen 

exposure and 

protection training.ó 

Lt Col David Thomas 
Medical Officer 



Mt .Rainier provides Air National Guard Recruiting Support at Seattle Sea Fair 2007  

Summer Encampment through the eyes of  

Cadet Chris Rojas  

energy at one of the many fan-

tastic Seafair events. The 2007 

festival was a banner year as 

Seafair added a host of new 

activities to this rich Northwest 

tradition full of laughter, dancing, 

athletics, exhibitions and family 

entertainment.  

The 2007 Chevrolet Cup at 

Seafair did not disappoint as 

thousands enjoyed the KeyBank 

Air Show at Seafair featuring the 

U.S. Navy Blue Angels, a Satur-

day night concert followed by a 

spectacular fireworks show and 

of course Unlimited Hydroplane 

Racing. 

3-5 Aug 07 - 2Lt Eddie Rojas and 

Cadets, Sean Brown, Christo-

pher Rojas, Nathan Rojas, Daniel 

Siau, Cisco GonZales, and An-

thony Milton assisted the Air 

National Guard with their re-

cruiting efforts at the Seattle Sea 

Fair 2007.  During this event 

cadets helped with a variety of 

setup, safety and tear down 

tasks.  They assisted with setup 

of the Air National Guard Mo-

bile Recruiting center which 

consisted of a large RV with 

Flight Simulator installed in it, a 

trailer, recruiting tents and a ball 

toss.  They also operated the 

ANG flight simulator, ANG Ball 

Toss and passed out recruiting 

materials and other freebies. 

Participation in this event re-

sulted in new recruits for the Air 

National Guard and greater 

exposure for the Civil Air Patrol, 

emphasizing how we continue to 

provide many aspects of Air 

Force and Air National Guard 

support. 

For 58 years Seafair has enter-

tained local residents and visitors 

as the region's largest summer-

time celebration. Deprived of 

direct sunlight for many months, 

Seafair is the Northwest's excuse 

to burst outside like children on 

the last day of school and release 

outside to this òWHERE HAVE 

YOUõVE BEEN BASICó. A 20 

second wait for a flight sergeant 

is a big no. He got so mad that 

he couldnõt even call me by my 

name! Then I saw the first ser-

geant; he just glared at me and 

shook his head. We slowly 

marched to breakfast. All the 

time my flight sergeant shouting 

Jodieõs and all I thought about 

was my first morning at encamp-

ment. Although Basic encamp-

ment was very stressful after 

those 7 days I wanted to go 

back, this time as staff.  I learned 

more then I would have any 

other way and Iõm glad I went. 

Pain, misery, stress, and doubt-

fulness Oh No! Basic Encamp-

ment the hardest thing out 

there. Shower to take, Blues to 

iron, bed to make, shoes to 

shine, barracks to clean, Stop 

òRoom Attentionó. Those words 

those words, I franticly drop all 

my stuff and stood at attention. 

A moment later he says òAs you 

wereó. I studied everything I had 

droppedéand I realized I had 

dropped my towel. I hurried to 

pick it up and put it around my 

waist. I was so embarrassed an 

officer walked by and I had noth-

ing on! With everything that was 

going on I soon forgot about it. I 

rushed to iron my Blues. Then I 

heard it 10 minutes left I still had 

my bed to make my shoes to 

shine and I was in charge of 

bathroom that day. My bed takes 

me about 10 minutes so I just 

left it. I shined my shoes, and 

then I saw the bathroom. It 

smelled horrible and no air 

freshener made it worse. Then 

in the cabinet I saw it BLEACH! I 

bleached everything the sinks the 

toilets even the floors. ò30 SEC-

ONDS GET OUTSIDEó my flight 

sergeant yelled. I ran outside and 

got into formation. I forgot my 

coveré I felt so dumb and ran 

back inside to get it. And I came 

Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Sean Brown, Color 

Guard Commander  
I am a Cadet Senior Master 

Sergeant and the Color Guard 

Commander here at Mt. Rainier 

Composite Squadron. I have 

been in the program for almost 4 

years and have learned a lot 

from joining. I started doing 

color guard in my first year here 

at the squadron. I quickly grew 

to love it and decided I would 

stay involved for as long as possi-

ble, which means up until I be-

come an officer. I have enjoyed 

every minute of Color Guard 

and hope to make it a standard 

part of our squadron. Some 

activities I am planning include 

Veteran's Day, Wreaths Across 

America, the Cadet Competition 

in March of 2008, and many 

more. 

Top: Key Bank Sea Fair Logo 
Second: TEAM Rainier prepares for 

ANG Recruiting 
Third: Cadets operate flight simulator 
Bottom:  Cadets operate Ball Toss 
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òWHERE HAVE 

YOUõVE BEEN 

BASIC.ó 

A CAP Color Guard presents the 
colors. 

Cadets are prepared for encamp-

ment in-processing 



CAP History In Pictures  
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òThe objective is peace not war ð 

Being prepared for war, is the 

most effectual means of 

preserving the peace!  

Aerospace Power for Peace!ó 

Volume 1, Issue 1  


