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While some people know (or think they know) why I left the Brewboard, others can only read the Brewboard 

party line privately via PM.  This document was prepared to tell the factual (no spin) version of the events. 

 

Early, in 2002, I was asked to become a HBA Brewboard (AKA Green Board) Guest Moderator. Accepting this 

invitation, I worked hard to develop the WM&C Forums into something where people could come with their 

questions and get comprehensive & meaningful answers. 

 

Everything was going quite well until AB (Jess) bought-out HBA in Feb 2006.  For over 2 months after this 

acquisition, there was virtually no contact between the new owner and the HBA mods - we really didn't know 

where we stood with Jess. 

 

In May 2006, I asked a question in the HBA/AB Support Forum about how to order certain products: 

 

You see there were 2 websites, and not all the products were on listed on both sites. Seeing as I didn't want 

to make two separate orders, and an earlier (identical) question I had asked Jess privately went 

unanswered, I asked my questions via the forum as it was common practice.  This apparently infuriated Jess 

as he sent me this PM on 5/20/06: 

 

Although I was shocked by Jess’ accusatory PM, I tried to diffuse his anger by sending him the reply shown 

below.  Jess said he would reply, but it never happened. 
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Frustrated by the absence of Jess’ reply (it never came), the matter privately escalated to the point where I 

resigned my moderator association with Jess’ Brewboard and (in protest) I removed my FAQs.  I valued my 

online reputation more than being associated with someone who could make baseless accusations, and not 

have the ability to admit they may have made an honest mistake.  My resignation PM is shown below: 

 

Although I received private support from the other mods, they were unwilling to stand-up to Jess to the 

point of pressing him for an apology.  All I ever wanted was an apology, but Jess tacitly refused.  Frustrated 

by these events, I removed myself from any internet presence for a prolonged period. 

 

The “No Brewboard” graphic is my small way of protesting the treatment I received from Jess and the 

limited support by certain Brewboard moderators.  Two mods (Ale & CJ) were the only ones who publicly & 

privately “stood in my corner” and backed me through the entire ordeal. 

 

Those are the plain facts of how & why I left the Brewboard – it had nothing to do with the members... 


