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What iS a!‘!weEd”?

CQur world is green with many kinds of plants. All plants are in some way use-
ful and beneficial. But some plants are undesirable in situations created by
man to serve his particular needs.

These plants are called “weeds," and are most simply defined as "plants
out of place.” This definition may be expanded to include any plant that:

» presents difticulty in cultivating desirable plants

s has a potential for decreasing the value of plant and animal products

a causes losses through increased cultivation or harvesting costs

» reduces yield and quality

» presents a hazard of poisoning man and animals

» interferes with enjoyment of outdoor recreation

s destroys the aesthetic value of turf and other ornamental plantings,

Weeds are known by everyone, but are not necessarily recognized. Effec-
tive selective weed control efforts depend upon the ability to recognize {identi-
fy) plants, thereby permitting an intelligent choice of cultural practices and
herbicide use.

This publication should aid in recognizing 120 of the more common weeds
in the southern United States (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carelina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas and Virginia). Respondents from these states to a survey suggested names
of mare than 300 weeds for use in this publication.

Priorities were assigned for use on the basis of most common ocourrence
and/or difficulty of control. We have attempted also to represent all the south-
ern states with weeds peculiar to the widely varying environments. Neverthe-
fess, there are at least 180 weeds of lesser importance which are not shown,
and which present problems over large or local areas.

Commen names of weeds conform to the Weed Science Societ v of America
Terminology Committee report.

Botanical names conform first to the WS5A Terminology repert, or al-
ternatively to Small’s "Manual of Southeastern Flora,” or to Gray's "Manual
of Batany.”
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Aizoaceae

(Carpatweed family}
Herbs with apposite entire leaves, perfect flowers,

Mollugo verticillata
carpetweed

Summer annual. Stems green, smooth. Branches along
ground in all directions from swollen nodes, forming flat
mats. Smeoth, tongue-like leaves in spread clusters of Hve
tosix at each joint. Flowers small, white. Seed orange-red.
Found on cultivated soils.

Amaranthaceae

tAmaranth or Pigweed family)

Herbs otten with red, suceulent sterms, minute flowers, no
corolla, mostly alternate leaves. Five genera, 20+ spocies,
Commen genera: Froelichia (cottonweed),

Amiaranthus, Celdgsia.

Amaranthus retroflexus
redroot pigweed

Summer annual, Stems erect, to six feet tall, rough textured,
frecly branching. Dull green leaves, long petioles. Small,
green flowers in dense spikes in upper leaf axils and stem
ends, with three spiny bracts around each flower, Shiny
black, tiny seed. Found in cultivated fields, barnyards,
fencercws and waste areas.

Smeoth pigweed (A, hybridus) is similar but peticles
shorter, plant texture not rough, with fower, less

dense Hower spikes,

Awmaranthus spinosus
spiny amaranth

summer annual. Reddish, nearly smooth stem, slightly
branched in lower portion. Plant one to three fest tall, to
six feet tall. Leaves alternate, dark green, Spines % to %
inch long in leat axils, Small, spiny flowers in dense,
finger-like spikes al ends of stems and branches. Shiny
black seed. Found in livestack feeding and holding

areas, cultivated fields.






