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Introduction

oday we begin a study of the final book of Torah, the book of DeuteroWwmyd v e
come alongwayh a v e n?dre thisypeint in Toralw e 6 seen the creation of the
world and mankind, the destruction of the world (and all but 8 humans) by a great flood
andt hen the eartho6s Wedrvye nwale creéatsrs et plpepple lset dparto n .
for God, because the world (after the Flood) again quickly became wicked and turned away from
Him. This automatically means that the world was divided and seganabetwo distinct
groups: Godos peo.pbeddoanpgeepeéeyhbhoeycal $ed Hebr
called gentiles.
The Hebrewsv e r ecmogetbecause they possessed sdind of special merit on their
part; nor were they chosen because thiese a mighty people (because theg r & Scéiptures
dondt heexdctireasos they were choseme only thingGoddoes say about this, tisat
He chose Israel because of His love of the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, anavbadobthink
is averybroad and unspecifieasoi.
The Lord has issued two major covenahtghto Israel: the first covenant was to
Abraham that out of him would come the Hebrew people (later called Israel) and that they would
receive a special allotment of land for their own; and the second covenant on Mt. Sinai (the Law)
issued through Moses tanation of people called Israel. This second covenant set down exactly
how Israel was to live the redeemed life that God intended; so it consisted of civil, religious and
moral ordinances and rules. These laws were to be obeyed explicitly and fully wjitlestion.
Yet, these laws were also an ideal that reflected the purity of Heaven itself, and Israel was never
able to follow these laws and their principles to any reasonable degree.
The simple explanation for that is that they possessed a heart ditewilneeded to have
that sirnature removed, and a new spirit created in them!
Now, asDeuteronomy begindsraelis a people without a country. They were formed
and grew into a nation in the belly of the beast, Egypt. God rescued them from the beast,
receemed them,attasn ow gi ven t hem His | aws and command:
character and what pleases and displeases Him. Yehoveh has also established a set apart group of
people fromamongHis overall set apart people: this group is the tribkeesi who are to be His
priests and servants and guardians of the Lor
At this moment, Israel (all 3 million of them) is standing on the eastern edge of the
Jordan River, in Moab, not far from Jericho. And, Moses is about to addesssrt a stirring
speechThis address forms the basis for Deuteronomy.

I f youdve hung ar ounldongratuthte yoe. ahek bad hesvslign/tei r e
probablyspent about 4 ds years putting thigogethey and | have no idea how much tim@ &
taken you to read it . . beforewedinish Dewemnothyamd got a
you graduate from Torah. The good news is that unlike what many of you might have heard, or
perhaps assumed, Deuteronomgiasa repeat of the first 4 loks of Torah, nor is it a summary!
So, what can we expect in Deuteronomy?

Well , first, |l etds take a |l ook at the name
Greekphrasedeuteronomion toutthat meansihe second lawAs | 0 saelmany times
translating the original Hebrew to another language, Greek, and then from Greek to Latin; and
then from Latin to English, is fraught wiil kinds ofproblems as you can imagiréot only
are youdealing with differing languagebut alsodifferentcultures; so what a word indicated in
one language and cultudei dam@ys have a direct counterpart in another language and culture.



This has | ed to 10006s of Bible versions in ex
disadvantages for the san®Bible student. The title of this book is a victim of these language
and cultural variations.
Hebrewsd i drardetthe books of the ToraFheyjustreferred tahem by using the first
several words that began each book. The first words of oustuelyarefithese are the worpis
so the Hebrews at first simply referred to ietleh hadevarim(which isfithese are the words
in Hebrew). The current popular name in Hebregeier Devarin{the book of these are the
words), and eveh h ausudlly shorteregto simplyDevarim
The term Deuteronomy actually comes from an error in understanding the meaning of
chapter 17 verse 18 that safjthis is acopyof the teachingof Moses. The Greek
deuteronomiam 0 e s n 6ftopyneneanssecon@d as infianother So, while the Hebrew
meansficopy,0the Greek means second. But, the purpose of thisibaok 6 ta sectnd law
(a second Torah), but t somply a copy of what Moses taught
Now, dl that beingsaid, for the sake afommunicating with you 6ukelhe word
fiDeuteronomgbecause itdés the one webre all familiar
The oldesexistingtext of Deuteronomy goes back to tHec@ntury and is called the
Masoretic Textwhich includes the entirdebrew Bible). Howevemfter they foundhe Dead
Sea Scrollgthat date to before the time of Chrigthich containgnanylarge fragments of
Deuteronomy, theiexamination has proven to be virtually identical with the Masoretic Text
(except for minor spelling errors or grammar differences). So, what we have today is accurate to
at least 10200 BC.
Many modern scholatsvetrying to disprove the authenticity tife 5 books of Moses
(and most of the Bible for that matter). The primary method they use is called Literary Criticism;
another is called Textual Criticism. The idea, in general, is to examine the ancient texts to
determine if what was written down malssnse for the era it claims to have been written; and
they look for signs thanaybemore than one style of writing might have been involved
(indicating multiple writers), and even if what was said is appropriate for what is archeologically
known about thiaera.So, Deuteronomy is now said to have been written in thee®itury B.C.
not in the 14 or 13" century (which is probably when Moses was leading Israel out of Egypt).
Let me assure you, however, thah e noenéed to buy into this latest-saled
scientific finding that more closely approximates a fad. Rirdtadyshing but scientific. There
are nofitest® or fistandardgdwhere they cameasure whether or not these folks are right. This is
all about speculation that revolves around their dwoew. Thisi s no6t any tieei fferent
recent spate of movies about Cave Men and how Dinosaurs must have lived and operated in the
primitive earthly environment. The same scholars who refuse to acknowledge the accuracy of the
ancient Hebrew documents wall the Bible the men who feel thésecause (for them) there
a r esafficient written documents of other societies from that era to collaborate the cargent
the same ones who find animal or human skeletons, some faded cave paintings, speadheads, an
other scattered artifacts and will make full length feature films showing hairy men grunting at
one another, fighting over equally hairy women, all the while munching on a raw Mammoth rib;
and enormous reptiles running in packs and interacting (eveiigedy communicating) with
other creatures in very specific ways. As far as | knmme of these creatures, hairy human or
lizard-skinned reptile, have left us any written documents from tfiéageman days And |
dondét think any sandllyintdiveewed,leitheBeu th e eerh epseer sci ent i s
to have any problem insisting that their vision of the ancient pasjuwgitthe scantest of
evidence is the correct one.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masoretic_Text
http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/deadsea.scrolls.exhibit/intro.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/deadsea.scrolls.exhibit/intro.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/expo/deadsea.scrolls.exhibit/intro.html

Whilei t 0 slikely that yedactions to all the books of the Toratehaccurred to some
degree over the centuries, the reality is that every fragment of Torah eved fsandany eré
all closely match one another. The evidence is that Deuteronomy was partially penned by Moses
(or more likely his scribe), as well as somkest because part of Deuteronomy looks back on a
ti me after Mosesod death. Coul Bcertuoyntee timeead act i on
which some scholars say Deuteronomy was actually first created? Certainly and very likely;
however, to say that the main body of this book was written 500 years after the Exodus is
nothing but the most blatant form of modern secuitalliectualism thatriesto discredit
whatever igrom JudeeChristianthought or history
In fact, in early Christianity then a s n 6conceptofyanything but a Torah written by
Moses; even in the old religion of Judaism thees no serious thought
or writings against the common knowledge that the Torah had been
written by Moses. We find the likes of Philo and Josephus, for instance,
insisting on a Moseauthored Torah. In the endwta s anéil the late
17" and early 18 centuries, in Europe, during - -
, the period of th&nlightenmentwhen secular ;
Y Josephus humanism was invented and religion was see
. by these antBemitic Enlightenment
philosophers to be an unintelligent activity of
the uneducated masses) that the first scholarly obiecto the Torah
being authentic arose. 1tod6s ha
irrationality of this line of thinking into a severe enough mold;
academics from 3000 years after the fact waargoiewith the -
writings of the historians who were preseantat least 2000 years closer, to the actual events as
they unfolded and tell them that what they sa
perceive correctly. | reject that outright
Deuteronomy is going to be a surprising book to mogbafYou 6 r e goi ng to b
surprisedorimarily in the concepts it so beautifully and articulately presents about God, the land
of Canaan, the Law, and othetmp or t ant s u b j tha Deuteronbnmy isthal® t |, | 6d
Testament er si on of Jesus Christds Sermon on the N
Moses begins this book xplianinghow Israel got to where they are at this moment.
He expounds on at least 50% of all the Laws given at Mt. Sinai. In other wordeelaérough
almost all ofthe Law, point by point, andtell sr ael what it 1 s that the\)
purpose for this Law.
Webre going to find that Moses takes the L
spiritual | ewhycértain ritbaldwele laidoxvip, What itheir spiritual purposeds
or the Godprinciples behind them and why they are important and are to be obeyed.
So wedl | h a v e hidMotised awv thatavgsi emagted batkiat Mt. Sinai, 40
years earlier, and this is the way that the fyesteration of the Exodus has practiced it up to
now, however, | 6m goi ng tweprepartolenter iheilPromiseddt it a
Land, this is how we should understaaod it and
And, of course, in thBlew Testament we have Yeshua, in Matthew, doing basically the
same thingMoses took the Law from the primarily physical to a more spiritual plane in
Deuteronomy; and in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus takes the spiritual element Moses gave to
the Law in Deteronomy (much of which had been lost) and moves it to higkerspiritual




l evel . Jesus s aHemishistanichlly how youraacpstors thaughj of this
command of God, but now | am here to tell you

We have thdirst Mediator of God, Moses, expounding on the ideal of the Law in
Deuteronomy; and we have the second and best Mediator of God, Yeshua, expounding on the
ideal of the Law in the book of Matthew. The reason and conditions for Blosesx pl,ai nat i on
washisc omi ng death and the subsequent entry of G
earthly kingdom. The reason and conditions forsta@ndeplainationof the Law in the Bible,
by Yeshua, was His coming death aGodddéshe subse
Kingdom, a spiritual kingdom.

| hope this makes sense to you, for a number of reasons. First, if you can understand the
parallel | just drew for you, then you have a good basic context for understanding Deuteronomy.

This is alsdurther dramaticprof of Goddés established patterns
never ending. They repéabver and over againbut as we move through the Bible we see

these patterns begin as dirt and clay (physical) and progressively move into a higher and higher
spiritualplane until at the end of the Bibd&erythingis at the absolute, ultimate spiritual

perfection and essence that Yehoveh has planned and ordained for His dfeaiionan

understand the parallel,lielps to establish that tiiblewnesé of the New Covenant (or New
Testament) s abdut a new set of principles, or additional principles, or some principles (laws)
abolished and replaced by different ones;the newness is that thddOlrestamenMessiah has

finally come, and He is Yeshud Nazareth, andverythingthat was promised has come with

Him or (in some cases) the process has been advanced towards the World to Come. In other
words, the constant drumbemte 6 ameys heard in Church about love, grace, peace, mercy,

and redemptionsabeing anewrevelationt h athe @ase of thé&dlewTestament system is simply

not true; it was first introduced in the Torah, and much of it right here in Deuteronomy.

Now, let me comment about another aspect of this Sermon on the Mount parallel with
Mosess & address to the people of I srael (actuall
more a sermon than a-rendering of the code of Laws given as an oracle from God on Mt.

Sinai.T h awh§ thesermonon the Mount is called sermonand not arfiorade.o It was Jesus
preaching and teachimanthe Law, not Jesus creatingecondrnewlaw. T h a t avayitt h e
was on the mountain in Moab with Moses: he was preaaingtthe law not making new laws

or changing old ones. So, whate Gtudy in Deuterommy will help to set the context not just

for the books that immediately follow it (like Joshua and Judges), but for the New Testament as
well.

Deuteronomy, like althe other books of the Bibley a s wriltén in a vacuuml. t ndtsa
standalone book. D&ronomy, like the New Testament, will be misunderstosdrfiene
d o e seaddahd understand what came before it as a foundation. Deuteronomy assumes (as
Moses assumes) that many of the things that will be discussed have been known and assimilated

into the Hebrewsé everyday | ife ftwmsbeuite som
wo nfdlyr epeat a | aw of Exodus or Leviticus or Nt
often justtalk abouta certain command imfiR e a d e r 60wersid® gralsbteviated form

because i t. BMaseswiidravrosincidentd likikhe Golden Calf, and the Balaam and

Balak affair, and will evetalk aboutfiwhat happened to Miriajdthat is,Aiwhat happened to

Miriamowas common knowl edge so he wasndét going toc
punished with a skin disease for her tetwe and exiled from camp until her disease endgd).

ot her words, heneévegoitmg ngo wedwmenttovered so fa



Deuteronomy had an enormous effect on Jewish Tradition that would come far into the
-wésmu'- il future. But, even before that, the prophets would use the verbiage and
x 3? (mm& imagery that Moses used in this book. Almost 200 of the original and
== ~ [l traditional 613 Torah commands come iruBgonomy. The method
== | that Moses expounded on the Laws is closer to how the Rabbis (at
least at first) commented on the Law, and so Rabbinical Halakah
2| (Rabbinical legal rulings) have a form much more similar to
AANUKKAH Deuteronomy than to the 4 earlier books of Torah.

Py BAK Deuteronomy forms an important part of ancient madlern day
Jewish liturgy; for instance the &fma (the Hear O Israel) of

Deuteronomy 6:49 holds a premium spot in Jewish synagogue service.
Other phrases from Deuteronomy are interspersed in standard Jewish prayers suematathe
and theAleinu.

In order to best prepare you to study this tremendous book, | would like to lay some
groundwork of the main premises that are discussed so that you can be looking for them.

J.H. Tigay a noed Hebrew scholar, has done a masterful job at assessing the primary
themes that form Deuteronomy, and since iuldde hard for me toimproen it , | 61 1 | a
as he sees it.

At the top of the list is that the highest and most fundamental prirtbgtieinder girds
Deuteronomy idMonotheismWhile modern Christians and Jed/® rséetnto like such an
earth shattering revelation, the principle of there beimlg one god was almost incomprehnsible
to the mind of the Hebrew and gentile of that era.

Throughouthisstudyl 6 ve tried to point out tldhe inesc
Testamensays things likéigodso plural, andiGod of gods and Lord of lorgsthis was simply
reflecting what every human culture believed: that there were many gods and every nation had
their own gods who presided over some particular terrifdsp, while Israel believed ione
God, itw a s tna there was a sum total@ieGod in existenc@ i t 6 s t hat i n their
their God only permitted them taveone godHe d i d n éGmycompetition: Asa esult to
t he Hebr e wsedaveryorienha sureounded th® Hebrews, Israel was-godr. Having
only onegod was dwnright embarrassing!

And,| 0 alse tried to pointat that through the firsts™of t he Tor ah, we r e
find Yehoveh (or Moses or anyone else for tha
Israelisonlyal | owed one gigotlyone godirsexistdng and Héigtheegod of
everyone and everything. Well, i1itbés here in D
only one god, period. And, t ndtsconcept thais particularly weltreceved, nor is it taken
seriously as we see the people of Israel move from apostasy to apostasy, worshipping god after
god, and suffering dearly for it.

The next major theme wedll find in Deutero
goes hand in hand withe Monotheistic stream of thought. The logic is thatif e oné ore
God, and this God has decided to bless Israel above all other people, then the obvious response is
absolute loyalty to Him. In factiot only islsrael not to revert to worshippiragher gods or
things like stars, and the moon, and coiétsh e yo@easteoy the Temples, altars, and high
places of these negods all throughout the land of Canaan.

Then we find that the entire Concept of God is discussed by Moses. A man told me
severaimonths ago that until he studied Torahpeeerrealizelt hat he real ly didn
God was. And, | agree with him totally.t idtke Torah, and primarily Deuteronomy, that we

Vi
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get a very majestic and sowecan ndecstandpvhodHeigmae of G
in depth than we can from only studying New Testament documents.

For i nstance, Goddés nearness is further re
that dwells with Israel. kv a s @di twho was in the fire on the summifithMt. Sinai; it was the
Lor dabael Hi s Gl ory. The Lord hasnét moved from

Wilderness Tabernacle) but Hihekinahs there hovering above the Ark of the Covenant. In

other words, asdaid earlierMoses takes the tygal physical nature of the world of false gods

who are present, completely or partially, on earth (often in the forms of animals or a Pharaoh or a
river) and makes it obsolete; rather, Moses invokes the spirituality and formlessness of Yehoveh
as His trueessence.

Yet, Yehoveh is a God with somethisgnilarto emotionsH e the God who loves, and
gets angry, and even gets jealdd® ®iat some distant being that sets the world in motion,
gives mankind rules for living, and then takes a long vacationafilo Not Disturld sign
hanging on his door. This is a God that craves intimacy with people who love Him.

Next, the theme of the Covenant relationship between God and Israel is affirmed. The
first two covenants are reviewed and discussed. And, in chi#ptdposes emphasizes that even
though the covenant relationship has is its foundation both legal and religious elements, that the
relationship between God and Israel gaay beyond emotional and spiritdalor
spiritualized ties; an Israelite has specific obligations to meet.. Meeting these obligations in
both a proper attitude and the intent to be obedient tevalgéhe Lord has ordained many of
these obligations to be performed are part and parcel of this covenant séi@tion

T h e r e 6 shurschthe madern church can learn from this. This covenant theme goes
to some length to make it clear that physical action must accompany the spiritual faith of Israel.
It tells us thato try and separate the two are folly. In othverds,worksare an indispensable
part of a Believerodos wal k w-ettehwor@ withinthelBodyay , wo
of Believers. Everything has been spiritualized to the point that whdbvgecompletely
secondary to what wieel that orce we have aepted Yeshua as our Savior, there are no other
obligationsto the Father.

The New Testamentetter fromJames addresses this headfibior just as the body
without the spirit is dead, sdsa faith without works is dead James 2:26But, thiswa s a 6 t
new idea; works coupled with faith was standard within Judbestausehe concept is faud in
the Torah and expounded here in Deuteronomy.

| t gbisg to take some of you by surprise that another major theme of Deuteronomy is

love. The lovet h adtiéssc ussed is primarily about Godbds | o
degree to all mankind. This bond of | ove is a
God but also towards one another even foreigners.

Who | srael iesy,esi,n iYsehadvseohdocsentr al to Deuter

God anKing is Yehoveh. Israel is as a son to Gumtausdie created them, redeemed them,
guided them through the wilderness, fights for them and protects them and has chosen Israel
among all nations on earth for a special-of@-kind relationship with Him.

Other themes that will be discussed at some length in Deuteronomy dtesthandhat
is now Israel; the Law and the need to stay safely within the boundaries of behavior and thought
that the Lord has ordained for Israel. One of the most interestingsivem ihcover is the
process oCentralizingthe place of Sacrificial WorshipVhat | mean is thaince Israel is in
possession of the Promised Land there wilbbecommon place whereveryone igo bring
their sacrifices, where thanly authorized mce of atonement resides

Vil



And, as is so central to both Judaism and Christianity today, the tfeme
Humanitarianism is focuseazh in Deuteronomy. Orphans, widows, the poor, the sick, slaves,
foreigners living among Israel, even animals and capturecessldie given attention as Israel is
exhorted to be humare whatevettheir dealingarewi t h Goddés <creatur es.

So, despite this terribly faulty rhetoric that has been a mainstay of Church life for
centuries that in the Old Testament we get the angry Bediengeful God, the legalistic and
blood thirsty Go@ but in the New we see the peaceful God, the merciful andaelificing
God, the God of grace and shaldrthis notion is completely destroyed not only wiyen study
the first 4 books of Torah, buaicularly whenyou studyDeuteronomy.

Sa that study will begin next. .

viii
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Deuteronomy Chapter 1

1 These are the words Moshe spoke to all Isra'el on the far side of the Yarden
River, in the desert, in theandielavah, acro
Lavan, Hatzerot and DZahav.

2 ltis eleven days' journey from Horev to KadeBlarnea by way of Mount
Seodir.

3 On the first day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year, Moshe spoke to
the people of Isra'el, reviewing everything ADON#dd ordered him to tell them.

4 This was after he had defeated Sichon, king of the Emori, who lived in
Heshbon, and 60Og, king of Bashan, who I|ive

5 There, beyond the Yarden, in the land of Mo'av, Moshe took it upon
himself to eyound this Torah and said:

6 MDONAI spoke to us in Horev. He said, 0
this mountain.

7 Turn, get moving and go to the hdbuntry of the Emori and all the places
near ther e i n itolnty,tbe/Shfalahateegevtarnd by thei | |
seashoret he | and of the Kenadani, and the L'va
Euphrates River.

8 | have set the land before you! Go in, and take possession of the land

ADONAI swore to give to your ancestors Avraham, Yitz'chak anddva k ov, and
their descendants after them.’
9fAt that time I told you, o6édYou are too h

10 ADONAI your God has multiplied your numbers, so that there are as
many of you today as there are stars in the sky.
11 May ADONAI the God of your ancestors, increase you yet a
thousandfold and bless you, as he has promised you!
12 But you are burdensome, bothersome and quarrelsome! How can | bear it
by myself alone?
13 Pick for yourselves from each of your tribes men who are wise
understanding and knowledgeable; and | will make them heads over you.'
l4AYou answered me, 6What you have said wt
do.’
15 So | took the heads of your tribes, men wise and knowledgable, and made
them heads over youleadersn charge of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and
of tens, and officers, tribe by tribe.
16 At that time | commissioned your | ud:¢
between your brothers; and judge fairly between a man and his brother, and the
foreigner whas with him.
17 You are not to show favoritism when judging, but give equal attention to
the small and to the great. No matter how a person presents himself, don't be
afraid of him; because the decision is God's. The case that is too hard for you,
bringto me and I will hear it.'



18 | also gave you orders at that time concerning all the things you were to
do.
19 ASo we left Horev and went through all that vast and fearsome desert
which you saw on the way to the hidbuntry of the Emori, as ADONAI ourdsl
ordered us; and we arrived at Kadd3arnea.
20 There | said to you, O6You have come |
which ADONAI our God is giving to us.
21 Look! ADONAI your God has placed the land before you. Go up, take
possession, as ADONAI, tl&od of your ancestors, has told you. Don't be afraid,
don't be dismayed.'
22iYou approached me, every one of you, at
of us to explore the country for us and bring back word concerning what route we
should use in going up anehat the cities we will encounter are like.'
23 The idea seemed good to me, so | took twelve of your men, one from
each tribe;
24 and they set out, went up into the hills, came to the Eshkol Valley and
reconnoitered it.
25 They took some of the produzkthe land and brought it down to us;
they also brought back word toiu® The | and ADONAI our God i s
good.’
26 fiBut you would not go up. Instead you rebelled against the order of
ADONAI your God;
27 and i n your tsdecause ADONAI hatedmpthabhe ned, 061 t
has brought us out of the land of Egypt, only to hand us over to the Emori to
destroy us.
28 What sort of place is it that we're heading for? Our brothers made our
courage fail when they sailiThe people are bigger araller than we are; the
cities are great and fortified up to the s
thered
29Al answered you, o6Don't be fearful, don
30 ADONAI your God, who is going ahead of you, will fight on your behalf,
just as he accomplished all those things for you in Egypt before your eyes,
31 and likewise in the desert, where you saw how ADONAI your God
carried you, like a man carries his child, along the entire way you traveled until
you arrived at this place.
32 Yet in this matter you don't trust ADONAI your God,
33 even though he went ahead of you, seeking out places for you to pitch
your tents and showing you which way to go, by fire at night and by a cloud

during the day.’
34 RADONAI heard what you were saynbecame angry and swore,
35 ONot a single one of these people, tI

good land | swore to give to your ancestors,

36 except Kalev the son of Y'furiefihe will see it; | will give him and his
descendants the land helked on, because he has fully followed ADONAL.'

37 Al so, because of you ADONAI was angry \
will not go in there.
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38 Y'hoshua the son of Nun, your assigtaitte will go in there. So
encourage him, because he will enable Ista'tdke possession of it. (iv)

39 Moreover, your little ones, who you said would be taken as booty, and
your children who don't yet know good from Ibadhey will go in there; | will
give it to them, and they will have possession of it.

40 But as for yorselves, turn around and head into the desert by the road to
the Sea of Suf.'

41 AiThen you answered me, O6We have s
will go up and fight, in accordance with everything ADONAI our God ordered
us." And every man among you putlie arms, considering it an easy matter to
go up into the hillcountry.

nned

42 But ADONAI s afibon'tdoop, angdontdighte | | t hem,

because | am not there with you; if you do, your enemies will defead' you.

43 So | told you, but you wouldn'sten. Instead, you rebelled against
ADONAI' s order, took matters into your own hands and went up into tfie hill
country;

44 where the Emori living in that hiltountry came out against you like

bees, defeated you in Se&Hormaond chased you

45 You returned and cried before ADONAI, but ADONAI neither listened to
what you said nor paid you any attention.

46 This is why you had toast in Kadesh as long as you didDeuteronomy
1

Deuteronomy Chapter 1

Iright, |1 gave you a brieintroduction to Deuteronomgo we could haveome context for

studying it. But, make no mistake: the foundation for correctly interpreting this book of

the Torah aréy understandinthe previous four. Each builds the other. However, in
general, we nakto view Deuteronomy as a sermen] drew a parallel for you of the Sermon

on the Mount.
Deuteronomy picks up in Moab, with Moses giving his final addresses to the people of
ael. The addresses wil/l i nt déenltha meeiseHacts t or y
of certain incidents on their 4@&kar wilderness tre&t r epneéented by Moses the samay we
read them in the earlier Torah books.

| sr

So, as we begin reading the first chapit@rant you topicture Moses as he stands on a

c

high hill in Moab, overlooking the Promised Land thatgitdsa st oneds t hrow away
bank of the Jordan Rived e @ddressing the leaders and elders of Israel even though his words

are intended foeveryone irisrael to heedpecauséndeedt h e nogp@adical way that his voice

could have been heard by more than a few hundred people at absolute best.

These are the words Moshe spoke to all Isra'el on the far side of the Yarden

Ri ver , in the desert, i n t heandTAfellav a h ,

Lavan, Hatzerot and Dzahav.

It is eleven days' journey from Horev to Kadie&larnea by way of Mount
S e &0n the first day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year, Moshe spoke to
the people of Isra'el, reviewing everything ADONAI ladered him to tell them.

acro



This was after he had defeated Sichon, king of the Emori, who lived in
Heshbon, and 60Og, king of Bashkren, who 1| i ve
beyond the Yarden, in the land of Mo'av, Moshe took it upon hirtsefpound
thisTorah and said Deuteronomy 1:56

| want to take about 5 minutes to explain a very interesting phenomenon that appears in
the first 5 verses of Deuteronomy becausdsib appears at the beginning of every one of the 5
books of Torah.
Wh a t talkkidgrabouis this:t h e a repeaing pattern of Hebrew letters that spells out
the wordfiTorahbin a fixed sequence within the first 5 verses of Deuteronomy. Beginning with
the Hebrew lettefnetd}t h atthées | ast | ett er o touNigddletdrs) s n a me
we come to the Hebrew lettéreysho™ 48 more letters and we get the Hebrew Ietter'Vaand
then 48 more letters and we get the Hebrew lettefJaWh at 6 s hap pwemétng her e,
Torahspelled backwards.

Torah(spelled backwards): 99 7
The | ast letter {Jo i Aheho
Count 48 letters, tmefi r e y s h 04

Countanothed 8 | et t er s9
Again, count 48 [ ¢ttt Atavo
|

Now this woul dndt bfrthe tactlsauwehaveithe samgatteinf it w
at the beginning odach ofthefour books of Torah thatame before Deuteronomy. In Genesis
1:1-5 we find a repeating pattern of the word Torah, spelled forwards (normally), with each letter
forming the word spaced exactly 49 letters apart. iBtavtith the final Hebrew letter of the
word fiin the beginning (Bereshith), and then counting every'4étter, we get the word Torah
spelled out.

The exact same thing happens in Exoduss]gtarting with the final letter of thé®
word (shemot) inite opening phragdihese are the namesve get the Hebrew letter Tav. Then
counting precisely 49 letters, we get a Vav; then 49 more letters and we get a reysh, and then 49
more letters and we get a [delwhich form the word Torah.

In Leviticus it shifts ait. In Leviticus, the priestly bookye get the divine name YHVH
17" spelled out with the letters ytltey-vav-hey spaced precisely 7 letters apart. Beginning
with the yud in the first word of Leviticuand he summoneiland then counting every'7
|l etter, we get Goddbs name Yehoveh.

When we go to Numbers, we get, like in Deuteronomy, the word Torah spelled
backwards in an exact interval. Beginning with the first occurrence of thefiMmrse® in
Numbers, we take thineld (the last letter of Mosé&sMo s h & haéns) and then count 49
letters and we get a reysh, 49 more letters and we get a Vav, 49 more letters and we get a Tav.
Torah spelled in reverse.

But then we see another pattern; beginning in Genesis we have Torah spelled forwards, in
Exodus Torh s pell ed forwards, in Leviticus we have
Torah spelled backwards and finally in Deuteronomy Torah spelled backwards.

The 49letter spacing igmportantbecause t 7& 3. Of course the divine number of God
is7,andtht 7 woul d be spacing of the |l etters in G
astounding.



But, the question then comes, so why is the spacing in Deuteronorngsstien 497?
Why is the spacing of the letters of the walfdralo4 8 | et t er s apart and not
my opi ni on a nsdeitdséhdt: myopkien. you t o

Deuteronomy is different than the first 4 books in that this is a sermon of Moses. The first
4 books consist to one degree or another of direct onacte &odiYou know,fithe Lord said
thus and sa@.Here in Deuteronomy t ddferent. This is abou¥losessayng thus and so. Yes,
Mose &0 dibs MeddiHa $speaks for Gddout Moses s Ba@diSa thevalueof what
Mosesd Tor ah ( Mowsheesn compatgdtouhealueoofn swh aits ,Goddés Tor

(Godods i nstr Egactiyoneless) | s, i's | ess.
Webve all hear d somet htihnegn eabbdoouutb tt hteh aBi bw hea t
presentedtoyou s s dompl y mat hemati cal anomal y. ' td6s no

there. So| 6ane who sees some degree of validity to the Bible Code. Where | part company is
when all manner of letter sequences and letters found on diagonals and so ahtartosai a
fiBible Cod® that tells us the future. With the enormous number of words and letters in the
Bible,t h e noad6ubt thasomeoneould find spurious patternsttieylookedhard enough.
But , |l dondt see them as divine.

On the other hand, whahhveshared withyou is logical, rational, and miraculous;
completely in line with God principlealso, by incorporating this hidden pattern, copyist
mistakes and redactions and forgeries could be spotted rather easily because a misspelling or a
replacedvord or a rearranged sentence would ruin the precise letter sequence. | see the amazing
patternt h abeed kidden in the first 5 verses of the opening of each of the 5 books of Torah as
Godds guar aihwasirdeetHon whosgave ihtaus, and h a tvalid, andi st 6 s
accurate

So onward we go . . .

On the first day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year, Moshe spoke to
the people of Isra'el, reviewing everything ADONAI had ordered him to tell them.
This was after he had defeated SichHang of the Emori, who lived in Heshbon,
and 60g, king of Bashan, who |ived in O0Ash
There, beyond the Yarden, in the land of Mo'av, Moshe took it upon himself
to expound this Torahands@iid DONAI spoke to us in Horev.
havelived long enough by this mountaifiurn, get moving and go to the hill
country of the Emori and all 1icoumtrypl aces ne
the Sh'felah, the Negev and by the seashdérdre | and of t he Kenaodani
L'vanon, as far athe great river, the Euphrates River.
| have set the land before you! Go in, and take possession of the land
ADONAI swore to give to your anaoé@stors Avr
their descendants after thednDeuteronomy 1:38

The wandering is ovethe people of Israel are about to possess the land that had been
officially setaside for them in the Covenant of Abraham 6 centlnéésre But, the possession
of the land s going to come peacefully; the 600,000 man Hebrew army is going to be taking
the land by force from a number of different kings and kingdoms who, when taken together in a
general term, are called Canaanites. None of these people have any intention of simply turning
their territory over to Israel just because they claim it as tveir.



This address by Moses is apparently made o
Mediator,i t Hisplace to address the people of God, as it was ordained back at the burning bush
that whatever Moses spoke it was as if God spoke it.

Let 6s kelynddreds ascauple of issues: first is this matter thatwieabgettng
from Moses s andotacle from the Father. At first blush that might be a little unnerving; but in
fact the vast bulk of the Bible consistst of direct oracles from Yehoveh, bof history, poems,
songs, progressive revelation and commentary about the Lord and His commandments.

An oracle is a direct and unequivocal divine statement directly from the named divinity.

In the Bible, themostdirect oracles from God are in the Torah and are those laws given to Moses

on Mt. Sinai. The next most direct oracles <co
Testament; yet, even the bulk of thesaaN'estamenbracles arsimply repeats and reminders

of what the Lord spoke through théd’ estamenprophets, or exegesis of the Law as given

long ago. Of course where most Believers get tripped up is that they think that what Yeshua

of fered and spoke was brand neawghtthedccahande t hey
the Ad Testament

|l tds rather easy to know when we encounter
because divine oracle usually begins with the wdids:then God saidor fi. . . Yehoveh told
Moses. . 0or somethindike that In other words, th&lameof God was invoked as the one who
has ordained that such and such was to occur or that a new law has beenWeszdedsafely
presume t hat Jesus6é words are as oracle because
enire basis of Christianity.

Yet, wec a rhdptbut notice that h e a dff@rence in how God the Father (or the Word
in the form of Spirit of God) presents His divine oracle in comparison to how Yeshua spoke;
becauséreshua is this inscrutable hybrid omand God, High Priest and Mediator. So even
thoughi t consmonly painted in the Church that Jesus abolished the Old Law and gave mankind
a new Lav, even He plainly says in Matthéw17-19 that this s thé dase. Yeshua went about
separating Goddés Laws (as given to Moses) fro
centuriesaboutthose laws; Traditions that had become the basis of Judaism (and much of it
wrong-minded), and were often against therispif the Torah. And, Messiah also explained and
expounded on themeaningof the Laws of Moses, and how many of the words of the prophets
concerning the coming Messiah (now present) were fulfilled in Him.

The point is, Moses (here in Deuteronomy)isgpean g as Godds of fici al
Moses is using his own words and is making these addresses not because tieeveraces
from God, but because Moses has decidéshéese ded; and most of Moseso
recounting of the wilderness journey aeddthy explanations of the Law for this new generation
of Hebrews, most of whom were either small childrenairyetborn when Moses first received
the Law al most 40 years earlier. Much of the
(albeit a higheMediator than Moses), so Heo e say thatH e @ngoking new laws or
changing old laws, either.

The2%i ssue 16d | i ke t calaltdyWastst|saelisamuttos t he
begin in the conquest of the Land of Candan. ngéttsucked inta debate or a defense that the
current Holy War of the Muslims against the wérldalled Jihad is the same thing that God
ordained in the Torah regarding the taking of Canaan. This is one of those many instances when
the meaning of a small phrase changes the years and takes on a different context; but that
small change in meaningca hav e | ar g e wveheasdiviesing spekesmensnews | 6



commentators, journalists and even Pastors discuss the Muslim Holy War as being comparable to
the Ad Testament Holy War of Moses and Josbng&Canaan.

The difference between the two is night and day: Islamic Jihad is about forcibly
converting the world to their religioh. t abaut an army of Muslims violently establishing a
worldwide Caliphate (that is,@eworld Islamic theocracyy); t abaut killing those who choose
not to convert as a direct instruction from the Koran (although the Koran does seem to give
somewhat of an out to Jews and Christians who
be ruled by Islam and submit fully to the Islamic government).

T h er e 0 sinthedlorddaboutihe conquering of Canaan in order to spread the
religion of the Hebrews to foreigners. Thiss abdut a war to convert the pagan Canaanite
religions to thavorship of Yehoveh, and to kill the remaindert adwsr ovettand; a very
specifically called out piece of land. In fact, Moses carefully recounts in coming verses how the
Israelites avoided conflict with the Edomites and Moabites wherever possiblasddoase
gentiles rightfully own the land they possess since the Lord has set it aside for them and assigned
it to them. Does that surprise you that God would ordain certain territory for pagans, non
Israelites, and then enforce their right to keep it2?Wel it real ly shoul dnodt .
the God of Israel, Yehoveh makieplain thatH e éhe God of everyone and everything; that His
reign is supreme over the Universe and beyond. So of cHues@redetermined whwill live
where, when, under valh circumstances and so fadtland that includes both gentiles and
Hebrews. The place for the Hebrews was Canaan.

So,d o rfadl prey to the specious argument that what Islam is currently doing is
somehow akin to what the Hebrews were daungnthey conqueed Canaan. Nor should we
imagine terrorism or the Terrorist purpose and mindset as being akin ttdthesament
conquering of Canaan. Godods onl ydefieelr t hl vy Ki ng
boundaries of what was currently on record as beingdine bf Canaan, anmtbtbeyond. There
was no command to convert Canaanites, nor was sghesexmand to commit genocida them.

The goal was for them to be driven out from Canaan; only those who chose to stay and fight
rather than leave were subject to logkilled.

Now, hear me please: in perhaps the oddest iiorty,6 the@ld TestamenGodd who
says to Canaan and other foreignécsnvert or dié as so many misinformed Christians think
(and is at the core of much Christian opinion on tlkeT@stamentthe Law, and the Jewish
people); the only Godirectedficonvert or dié scenario in the Bible is in theeW Testamentin
the book of Revelation, when Jesus Christ is leading the Saints in Holy War (usually called
Armageddon) in which the only pple who are allowed to remain alive on the face of the planet
are those who accept Yeshua as Lord and Master.

Moses for a short time, and then his prot®
for an earthly kingdom. Yeshua has instructed us, Hisg ®g®s, t o | ead Godods
for a spiritual kingdom. Joshua (his given Hebrew name being Yehoshua) would lead a battle
using spears and swords; Jesus (His given Hebrew name being Yehokhusfoput down
our spears and swords and to ledshttle using only our faith, the Gospel truth and our loving
deeds. Yet, when Yeshua returns, He will fight a bloody physical wdiledfloses and Joshua
did.

One more thing about Holy War (and | do this becausabtlse core of why the @

Testanentis so maligned and ourdW Testamenso misunderstood): a Holy Wars on& that
is led in the name of God, but oneh aattéaky ledboyGod Wh at | 6 m siatywadeg i s t |
clear in the Torah that God has gone ahead of Moses and Joshua to defegtoharsmtended



to be defeated. That in essencd ali aldft fosisrael to do, in a Holy War, is to come in and
pick up the pieces; God would deliver the enemy in¢ir thands! t ndade clear that God is the
supreme commander of the military, and néade clear that this Holy War is ordained by direct
oracle from God.

One of the characteristics of this true Biblical Holy War is that_the of Heremis in
place. The Law of Herem says that the captured booty is to be destroyed because since the Lord
is the Supreme Commander, it all belongs to Him. In Hebrew thinking the Lord God is quite
literally a warrior. The destation of the booty is as a sacrifice to the Supreme Commander,
Yehoveh, because Biblical Holy War has nothing to do with material §airBiblical Holy
War (of the Qd Testamenkind, anyway) is neither a war of religious conversion nor of the
extractionof riches and tribute from the enenhyt afss not a war to determine who wins; the
outcome has already been decided.

However, usually when we see-calledfiHoly Wars fought in theNameof God (even
thought h e absofutelynooracle from God to do such a thing), these wars are of an entirely
different character than those Holy Wars tgdsod Those foughfin the name of Gauldo at
times look more like Islamic Jihad. Thageat times about forced conversions and the taking o
booty and the paying of tribute by the enemy (the Crusades being such an endeavor, and the
Inquisition another).

In verse 3 we get thenly date given to us in Deuteronomy: it was the first day of tife 11
month of the 48 year that this particular adess of Moses is being given. Now, just to be clear,
thisd o e snead that it has been 40 years and 11 months since they left Egypt. The way the
Bible counts years (and so does archaeology) is that year one begins ddagedd ends on
the last day bthe 11" month. So, when Israel was gone from Egypt for, say, 3 months, it would
have been called thé"3nonth of the T year. In other wordg, h e noeyéascalledizerad

So what webre being told is t hearsand klr ael h a
month® one more month and it will be 40 years exactly. And we know that the wars with
Midian and the Amorites are behind them, because varsnionsthe defeat of Sihon and Og;
so we have a good marker in time.

Beginning in verse 6 is a respective on the journey through the wilderness; and it
includes a reminder of the mighty acts that God perforsodsrael would see Him as their God.
Not surprisingly it begins with the first part of the journey angd n 6 t abiowt thekpeaplg of
thegeneration of Israel now standing before Moses in Moab, but abdiutstrgeneration (the
previous generation) of the Exodus who are now all dead and gone. And, Moses reminds them
that Israel was told by God (in a rather impatient manner) that it masd leave Mt. Sinai and
move on into the Promised Land He had so long prepared for them.

The point thatv a s losh dn this new generation of Israelites is that they u | lwkénv e
born inside a land of milk and honey, instead of inside a tent on atdaikhext to a desert oasis
if their parents had been obedient; Isadl 0 u lalce@dy een settled in Canaan, enjoying the
fruits of the land, some 38 or so years earlieo. ni@s¢ the point of thibecausét applies
directly to us.

Israel was basically dormant for 40 years because they lacked faith. They marched in

circles, marking time. They werendt any cl ose
were barely over a year after they left Egypsteadoe nt e r i n g pronise as th&lood 6 s
bid them, they saidino thanksit looks a little scary t hi nk wedél | just march

Egyptod You see the problem was thattifegle ner at i on bel i evetdsti n God,


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherem

Him. They constantly irritated Mosesn@Yehoveh) by asking the rhetorical questidhy did
God bring us out here in the wilderness just to@idiey knew who Yehoveh was; they
believed He existed and that He was their God
them or His detenination to protect and guide them. And so it took Israel 40 years to gain what
they could have had much earlier. James, brother of Jesus, put this anoth&foudyelieve
that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. But ardliypgptavi
recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is uselésgames 2:120
This Godprinciple remains. Acceptance of redemption is one thing; acting on the
obligations you now have to God as a redeemed person; and on the commands af &ed th
really only for the redeemed anyway, are another. Israel was reddmf@eéGod gave them
His Laws and commands. But, even as a redeemed people they were utterly useless to the Lord,
His Kingdom and His purposes for themtil they were ready to trust God and act on that trust.
| ¢ a rstoess enough that the current modern passive state of Christianity is wrong and
powerless. Our doctrines have literally turned the-@aadciple expressed here on its head.
We 6 made ouraccepgtn ce of Gododés redemption (our sal vat
obedience to the Lord h aneedled or mguired in our walk with Him. No! NoFirst we accept

our redemption (and as Paul says, tdoatdeed snot
on our part). And once that occumgww e 6 r e e X p @aour gudt intGod. And, guess

what happemst? i We bwee dhoanséitcal |y put into a state
and then go into suspended animation? Fine. The Lordhas ame f or t hat : it 6s

firebelliono

Whenw e oredeemed, and then given knowledge #varylast redeemed person has
obligations to meet, and a purpose for being elected to the Kinguio, pursue those
obligations is disobedience. Doyouwondehy youbéve been a Christian
years and you dondt seem to bewemfustdaved?Dot her i
you feel |l i ke youdre walking in circles and Kk
noticeable differencediween you and the world? Then | have a question for you: what are you
doing? | f y doin@arcec onrodti ng t oy dGwéatty where Isrbel wab ferd0
year s. |l f you dondét trust QGohdadissbediencehosu ésrte on s
wandering and God is waiting. Andé | | t el | He can wait a Ietéongerdghan you can
wander. But, oh, how miserable our conditiswhen we choose that route. How miserable were
those I sraelites whoinGalus$ thédame thing aestmgGodh at b el i
And, redemption s a gobd work of man; redemption was then, and is still today a good work
of God Our good works are what happeter redemption. And, without those good works, as
James says, our faith isate

When | was Pastoring, | often pointed out that someone who is truly possessed by the
Holy Spirit isnbé6t | with&i ngi horhai walite get aw
fomsi n! Thatdés when Paul p r watk lwighithen 8pitit of God, re t h o s e
free from condemnation!

In verses 6 and 7 Moses calls out the areas of land that Israel is supposed to take: first
mentioned is théhill country of the Amorite& This isimportant to understand our day and
age because this is the atea ataddysermediThe WestBankAnd, of course, wol
just know that the soalled Palestinians claim this land and say the Jews have no right to it. The
hill country of the Amorites is mentioneddtrbecause it will become the heartland for Israel.
Even after the time of King Solomon when Israel splits into two kingdoms (Eptseael to the
north and Judah to the south), this hill country will overlap into both kingdorhsé s



mountainous, mild iclimate, fertile, and has good water available. When the in@wtionsthe
mountains of Israethisis the area h abeirdgslescribed.

Next is the land of the Arabah, which is mostly north of the Dead Sea. It includes the
Jordan Valley and the hills thaurround it; another highly rich, fertile, and beautiful area.

The Shephelah is that area of land that we might fivothillso that runs along the
Mediterranean Seacoast; it is important because it contained vital ports and harbors that allowed
tradeand travel by means of sea routes to the islands of the Mediterranean, south to the African
continent and north to modern day areas like Turkey.

The Negeb is also included in the Promised
the Nejev; in Hebrewthe r ex@ssftigo that sounds like &j;0 all figd sounds are a hafgo like
in goat or go. Sa, t péoeounced N&ev). The Negeb is a general area south of the mountain
regions and goes all the way to the Sinai Peninsutajiostly desert and is wheBeersheva
and KadestBarnea are located.

And, finally notice that italks abouthe Seacoast of the Canaanites and the Lebanon as
far as the Great River. The Great Rives thé Nile River, ttlie€uphrates. And, this makes
sense. The Promised Land that the Lord lays out goes more north than we typically think of it,
and it includes modern day Syria and Lebanon. Lebanon is sometimes referred to in the Bible as
Lebo-hamath. The Euphrates Rivataally flows through Syria on its way to Turkey. And,
during Daviddés and Solomonds reigns, this are
northern seacoast which became Phoenicia)

Now I told you beforehat the Torah description of the Priged Land differs from the
Ezekiel description of the Promised Land. And, in essence the difference is that in Ezekiel the
land extends much fartheast( t her e 6 s t hhanwhma gisc ovdwitarah. b e d
And, | offered the explanationthatEzek | 6 s ver si on takes place dur
time. In any case, had I|Israel followed the Lo
of Canaan, today h e y  wloedightthg dvér scraps of land; they would possess all the land
from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River, and from the edge of the Sinai Peninsula all the
way up to the southern border of TurBeg substantial andefensible hunk of real estate! When
our God gives a blessing, He doesndt hold bac

fAt that time ltoldy ou, O0You are too heavy a burden
ADONAI your God has multiplied your numbers, so that there are as many of you
today as there are stars in the gy ADONAI, the God of your ancestors,
increase you yet a thousandfold and bless gsuhe has promised you!
But you are burdensome, bothersome and quarrelsome! How can | bear it by
myself alonePick for yourselves from each of your tribes men who are wise,
understanding and knowledgeable; and | will make them heads over you.'
AiYouanswered me, OWhat you have said woul d
So | took the heads of your tribes, men wise and knowledgable, and made
them heads over yoduleaders in charge of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and
of tens, and officers, tribe byilte.
At that time | commissioned your judges,
your brothers; and judge fairly between a man and his brother, and the foreigner
who is with him.
You are not to show favoritism when judging, but give equal attention to the
small and to the great. No matter how a person presents himself, don't be afraid of
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him; because the decision is God's. The case that is too hard for you, bring to me
and | will hear it.’

| also gave you orders at that time concerning althihreys you vere to dod
Deuteronomy 1:948

From verses 9 through 18 Mogesninds thenhow heorganized Israel, and how he set
up a hierarchy of gover nmedetai batintddodmatisechenwr s hi p .
thisd o e £xadily follow what we saw in the book of Numbers; for instance in Number® s
sai d t hat -ilrMawsYdre dbosefvead Mbsesras the sole judge and arbitrator for Israel,
and the people standing in long lines from sunup to sundown waiting to legvenétters heard.

And, it was Yitro who told Moses that he needed to delegate authority and suggested a system to
do so.

In the Deuteronomy account Moses says, in essence, he grew frustrated and exhausted
from the judging process and tdlte people heaeded help. S instituted his secular
justice/leadership hierarchy, which would have involved hundreds and hundreds of men from
every tribe. Even more, while in Numbers we have a hint that the people had a large say in
choosing those leaders and juddes in verse 13 Moses says outright that he told the pé&aple
picko those who would be in authority over themthiérewasevera solid description and
example of a democratic (or, perhaps better, a representative) system of government in the Bible,
this is it.

And, then Moses says he took tribal leaders (meaning men who had inherited rights of
authority among their own tribe), as well as wise and trustworthy men, whom the people had
chosen and ordained them as the leaders. So, apparently Mosegsutaal this process and
could likely suggest some men and reject others as leaders.

It also sayshat these leaders at every level (depending on their exact area of
responsibility) are to be upright men; men who listen carefully and respectfully, ardettida
justly. Al s o, t toéyoraa Israelté dver a foreigner or vice vefis&. e ynot toeegard
social status, and not to favor the rich over the pbloent h e r ligtlé sentemce buried in verse
17 that really explains something that baéws and Christians have set aside, each for our own

reasons, and have produced tragicresitte ar no man, fax judgment i s
In other words, since God and God alone is the lawgiver, these chosen leaders of Israel

are to foll ow Gedpprepridteaepercussiond aseriped o gvery violation. The

consequences of following Gododés | aws are Godod

dondt haweh attightaddsv @ ia dréng: theymustsimply apply what God has
already told them is right and wronghfis eyesWh a tightsand wrong irme neyes is to
have little to no bearing in the judgment process.

Let me put this in another way: the Law (the Torah) had to be grgtbefore a sgtem
of government was established, otherwise menu | admirdister justic@roperly Go d 6 s
justice is completely wrapped up in His Laws.
ordinances or a robotic systemhef Laawdsg sand edad
desire and call for mercy, and love, and grace, and forgiveness. Today, the Jewish state of Israel
is almost completely secul at h @ ynigentédadhsirowro r egar
system and installed their own ideals adaog to their own philosophies, and the results are
apparent. Within Christianity e 6 be@me divided into literally thousands of denominations,
and unity and brotherhood is a distant memory; some denominations even denying Jesus as
Savior, others denygHis deity, and still others denying the written word of God as inerrant or
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even as anything more than poem and fable. Al@esty Christian denissh at Godds | ust
system even exists anymore. Abhdh et B é sr ub . By settingchawei de Go
carnifodar no man, f oinstgad cugjudgnrents aiesn m&ovboduse a
particular denominationds byl aws and articles
what we do is according to what seems ribtour heartd And, the results of setting aside

Godds Laws i n f afoarheardére apfpaeit. r esi des i n

fiSo we left Horev and went through all that vast and fearsome desert which
you saw on the way to the fiidountry of the Emori, as ADONAI our God
ordered usand we arrived at KadesBarnead Deuteronomy 1:19

Verse 19 begins Mos e dséael (thisisitha™generatioroofthen e  p e o
Exodus crowd) just why it was that they had biéang as Bedouin in the desert regions of the
Arabian and Sinai Peninsulas. And helaxs that about 38 years ago when Israel reached
KadeshBarnea (on the southn edge of the Land of Canaan), Mosesructedthe peopldo go
outand begin conquering the Canaanites; but, they balked and asked Moses to send some scouts
on ahead to evaluate the land and come back and réfiwat.you might notice is th#tis is
new information. In the Numbers 13 account of the conquering of Canadaa noan@rgion of
Moses telling the people to begin the Holy War. In fact, in many ways, the Numbers account
makes Moses complicit in the decisiootto go into the Promised Land.

So, here we find out that the reason the scouts were sent is because the people (meaning
the leaders and elders who were representative of the people) demanded that instead of just
moving forward without reservation (as they should have) a dozen men wete skeck things
out first.

Now, | will tell you thatl 6 nea some commentary that makes it seem as though Moses
is kind of embellishing the story of the scdutsewriting history a bid to put his own actions in
a more favorable light. And that Moseaswessentiallysaying t 6 s not my fault an
the right thingd but hesadlysuccumbed to the will of the people by hesitating. | sudpdcte r e 6 s
some truth to thibecauséMoses wagusta mere mad justyouand.! And, I dondot th
was any inaccuracy to what Moses is saying he
parts of events that are more favorable to us and we tend to blend what we were thinking at the
time with what actually happened.

| have no doubt that Moses exhorted the people to have no fear; but he also found himself
in a quandary when the leaders that he depended on counseled caution. Leadership is a tricky
thing; people have to buy into etHeshandwhatu 6r e do
good is leadership gomene stands at the head of the group and simply conducts it to whatever

and wherevetheywantit o go? Thi s was Mosesod6 dil emma and
with, 1 dm sur e
There | sai d conee toythe hillcourtry af the Emary vehich

ADONAI our God is giving to us.ook! ADONAI your God has placed the land
before you. Go up, take possession, as ADONAI, the God of your ancestors, has
told you. Don't be afraid, don't be dismayed.'
fAYou approa hed me, every one of you, and said
us to explore the country for us and bring back word concerning what route we
should use in going up and what the cities we will encounter are like.'
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The idea seemed good to me, so | took twefwmour men, one from each
tribe; and they set out, went up into the hills, came to thé&d&dhalley and
reconnoitered i Deuteronomy 1:224

| want you to notice something in verset2® anbt@asticularly unique in the Torah, but
is an excellent emple of a principle that usually goes over our heads. It 8dgs, have come
to the hill country of the Amorites which the Lord Godjigingto uso The principle is summed
up in the tense of the worgiving.o
The Hebrew language® o0 e suse pdast, present and future terlgesthe English
language doedn English something happened before (past), or is happening now (present), or
will happen later (future)TheHebrew language usesh a talted perfect and imperfect tenses.
The perfecis roughly equivalent to past and present and the imperfect roughly equivalent to the
future; but that rough equivalencyisryr o u g h . Hereds the issue and |
generalize; our modern day past, present and future tenses arevadroanh action is taking
place. It makes the context of the statement s@nigd did it occur in the past, is it happening
now, will it happen at a later tim&. h a t évsh aryadig on in Biblical Hebrew. And, | stress
the termbiblical Hebrew because Modern Hebreaesuse past, present and future tenses.
In Biblical Hebrewd the scriptured tenses denote the state of the action. Is the action
completed or is it ongoing. The ideavafienin time an action is happening is inferred by the
context of the overall statement.
So in the statement of verse 20 that says that thefi®givingd the Hill Country of the
Amorites to Israel, the idea is that this is an ongoing pro8esse versionsf the Bible say,
fwill give to uso others sayigives to ug others still sayis about to give to ud The problem is
that this is setting the event of the giving of the Land of Canaan to the Hebrews in time; and
these versions sayt 6 s happenidnew (present), or is going to happen later, but soon
(future). This is wrong. And, we see this throughout the Bible. Here in Deuteromdmg t 6 s
being expressed is that the Hebrews are simply amidst a long process of possessing the Land of
Canaan and extg where along the timeline of the procéss m@lied. This problem with
misunderstanding Hebrew tenses has created all kinds of issues in trying to understand
prophecies (prophecies, by our definition, are almost always future to our way of thinking).
Because past, present and future are so imbedded in our Western languages, | usually try
to explain the Biblical prophecies by saying that they happened in the past (the return from exile

of the Hebrews) and many will also happen again in the futuretBaitc hni cal |y it déds n
a future mahdemdessiatdd adgoindaand someday it will be completed
Herebés my personal example . . . 14 years

insulin and test four or five times a d&ow, the Scriptures declare that part of redemption
includes healing. | am indeed healed by the sacrifice of Y8shuat not i ce t he scri
say lwill be healed, it saysamhealed | am right now living in a body free from disease!
Whatlalsofu y under st amg@rocessf he¢althaabhd healing takeng daaadi t 6 s
ongoing and someday it will be completed | t mi ne no w! Il 6m just wai't
in the mean time |1 06m testing my 6snudeaera,l etda kainrdg
delivered now!
| know, | know . . . all that sounds like foolishness to you. But you can hang onto your
sickness i f you wish . . . me , | 6m going to a
Okay . ..
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They took some of the producetbg land and brought it down to us; they
also brought back wordtoiu®® The | and ADONAI our God i s gi
good.’
fiBut you would not go up. Instead you rebelled against the order of
ADONAlyourGod;and i n your tents yaADONAlompl ai ned,
hated us that he has brought us out of the land of Egypt, only to hardrus
the Emori to destroy us
What sort of place is it that we're heading for? Our brothers made our
courage fail when they saildlThe people are bigger and taller thanaxe; the
cities are great and fortified up to the s
thered
il answered you, O0Don'"t be fearful, don''t
ADONAI your God, who is going ahead of you, will fight on your behalf,
just as he accomplishedl those things for you in Egypt before your eyas)
likewise in the desert, where you saw how ADONAI your God carried you, like a
man carries his child, along the entire way you traveled until you arrived at this
place.
Yet in this matter you donttust ADONAI your Godgven though he went
ahead of you, seeking out places for you to pitch your tents and showing you
which way to go, by fire at nigtand by a cloud during the day
M DONAI heard what you were saying, becan
single one of these people, this whole evil generation, will see the good land |
swore to give to your ancestoexcept Kalev the son of Y'funihihe will see it;
| will give him and his descendants the land he walked on, because he has fully
followed ADONAL.'
Al so, because of you ADONAI was angry wi
not go in thereY'hoshua the son of Nun, your assistaitte will go in there. So
encourage him, because he will enable Isra'el to take possession of it. (iv)
Moreover, your litte ones, who you said would be taken as booty, and your
children who don't yet know good from Badhey will go in there; | will give it
to them, andhey will have possession ofdt Deuteronomy 1:289

Mosesalso remindshat the 12 scouts returned with some samples of the fruits of the
Land of Canaan, and the report thltis a good land . 0 But, the people refused to go up and
take the land as the Lord God had commanded they do, because another part of thaseport w
that the task would be difficult and dangerous. The inhabitants were big, they were numerous,
and there were many walled cities. The people resporitted|.ord hates Wsand so refused to
go and take the land.

Let me remind you that the terfithe peopl@® is almost always a reference to the
leadership. Thiswas®&ibals oci ety, the people didnbét vote;
being representative of the people. If the leadership of the tribe of Judah decided something, in
the Bible it wauld sayfithe people of Jud@decided thus and so. This is important to grasp
becausav h a happening here is that Moses is blaming the leadership counsel for this action of
rebellion.

Moses says he did his best to convince the leadership counsel sideutheir fears and
obey God; he reminded them that the-fiteud they followed by day and night was proof that
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Yehoveh was with them and that He had already gone ahead of them and won the victory. But
despite the extraor di ifoeerandlablity o dowdatever Meisayse hec e o f
will do, the leadership dug in their heels. And as a result the Lord declared that not one of this
evil generation would enter into the land He has set apart for His people. The evil generation was
defined earlieas men aged 20 years and older at the time of this incident.

Every time Ithink aboutthis incident of the 12 scouts¢la méptbut have some fear
and trepidation vibrate through my body. Here was a society in which (particularly at this point
in thejourney) the tribal leaders decided autocratically what would occur. The general
populationd i d n 6t Icheiceebut o dotolv or pack up and leave. Yet, the Lord held the
general population accountable for the actions and decisions and rebellioin lefithership
(although He assignadoreaccountability to the leadership). How much more must Yehoveh
hold each of us accountable for the decisions of our leadership in a democratic nation in which
we directlychoosethose who lead us, and have a protesemove those who lead us poorly.
As much as we would like tvec a rcamipletely separate ourselves from our secular
government leadershippr from our church or synagogue leadership. And neither can the
leadership separate itself from the actionthote they govern. Mosési demtértthe Promised
Land; and he states omanyoccasions that it was on account of the people that he was barred. In
other words, as the leader he was ultimately responsible for the actions of the people.

Our salvatian is eertainly on an individuaby-individual basis; but our earthly fates are
often bound up together. And the principle that we see in the Bible is that after the first major
di vision of humans i nto Hebrews andsigasntil es,
nations. Nations hold a corporate responsibility before Yehoveh. Entire nations will be judged
based on its leadership and overall actions of the pebipdetact thaseveral individuals are
opposed to some rebellious or ungodly action e £xerdpt them from suffering theational
judgment that the Lord may inflict. So it behooves us to fight tirelessly in our families and
communities to uphold the Lordbdbs Name and His

But as for yourselves, turn around drehd into the desert by the road to the
Sea of Suf.'
iThen you answered me, 6We have sinned ag
go up and fight, in accordance with everything ADONAI our God ordered us.'
And every man among you put on his arms, considering iasyratter to go up
into the hill country.
But ADONAI s ai d floo'tgoup,anda@dnefight, beacdusem,
am not there with you; if you do, your enemies will defeatou.
So | told you, but you wouldn't listen. Instead, you rebelled agaiDEMAI'
s order, took matters into your own hands and went up into tihedulhtry;
where the Emori living in that hilcountry came out against you like bees,
defeated you in Sedir and chased you back
You returned and cried befordd®NAI, but ADONAI neither listened to
what you said nor paid you any attentidhis is why you had to ay in Kadesh
as long as you did Deuteronomyl:40-46

Then, Moses tells this new generation what happened next; the leadership acknowledged

that they vere wrong. The leadership said we certathly nvart to be detoured back into the
Wil derness and we certainly donét want to be
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Promised Land. And, on the surface this certainly sounds like contrite hearts full of repentance
for their rebellion, when they sag, . .nowwe will go up and fight just as Yehoveh commanded
uso Then the Lord says somethirtat ought to shake us alp1iDo notgo up and dmotfight,

since | ammotin your midst. . 0

Theyweres 0 anxious to regain stature in the Lo
avoidGal 6 s pr onoun c e orethem, the people aghig igrened the Lord and tried to
takethe Promised Land on their own. The results were predictable and disastrous. Not taking the
land when commanded was rebellion; taking the same land (only hours and days later) when
commandeahotto was also rebellion.

Follow this sequence because thidgratis no different in the New Testament, and
certainly no different in our modern era:

1% the Lord commands Israel to take the Promised Land.

2"% the people become afraid and hesitate.

3% The people decide that twhethertheyagregwithng t o

God on thigssueor not.

4™ they choose to disagree.

5" God calls this disagreement rebellion and pronounces judgment.

6™ once they hear about the judgmehtet peopl e repent and say C

our minds; weoé6ll do what you say.

Finally, God says, no, the time has passed and my offer is revoked. My judgment stands
and the door is closed for you to enter.

Can you see where |1 06m -goi ng  Wimtmis
principle in your minds and heaftecaus®ur lives depend on it: <
i tndtsalways possible to recoup an opportunity lost by failure of
faith. We Christians lovetosagve | | , i f God Icl
open a window | say, notnecessarily. The clossedoor opera 5
window philosophy is what these Israelites were counting on and
Lord said,fino.0 There comes a time in the life of an-Believer that
the offer of sal vat iwbenthatis exacdysie il
certainly at death, but when before that time no man knows.

But for the Believer we caonly sit on the sidelines for so
long, we canfollow our own ways for so long, when the consequences of our rebellion finally
become apparent ts we determine to go back and try to recoup those things that our lack of
faith caused us to dismiss. And way more often than not those specific opportunities are lost
never to be recovereBrobably thousands of poems and epitaphs have been writteth@ver
centuries describing how the pasa b&t r egai ned. Oh, | 6m not sayi
our repentance and allow us joy. But, who among us that has reached an advadcedeagen 0 t
look back at lost opportumis and mourns it to some degree or anot8eywe mourn it not
because our | ives are ruined ot hkekopékebegefpbac
pain and needless suffieg (often to innocent partieay the result. Onaybewe see a great
blessing that we turned down. Our lives could have been so mofruitful for the Kingdom
of God.

| srael could have been enjoying Godds rest
leaving Egypt; instead, due to lack of faith only tghddrenof thase who left would be
permitted that rest. And no amount of repentance would chan@ertbaeven for Moses
himself.
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Deuteronomy Chapter 2

1 AiThen we turned and began traveling into the desert along the road to the
Sea of Suf, as ADONAl had saidtome;d we skirted Mount Sedir

time. (V)
2 Finally ADONAI said to me,
3 6You have been going around this mount
4 and give this order to the peop®ou are to pass through the territory of

your kinsmen the descendant§ O Esav who | ive in Sedir. Th

you, so be very cautious,
5 and don't get into disputes with them; for | am not going to give you any of
their land, no, not even enough for one foot to stand on; inasmuch as | have given
Mo unt  SEsay asrhis possession.
6 Pay them money for the food you eat, and pay them money for the water
you drink.
7 For ADONAI your God has blessed you in everything your hands have
produced. He knows that you have been traveling through this vast desert; these
forty years ADONAI your God has been with you; and you have lacked nothing.’
8AiSo we went on past our Kkinsmen the desc
|l eft the road through tilGeverdaAdrtuanedatdh f r om Ei |
pass along the road thugh the desert of Mo'av.
9 ADONAIl said to me, oDon't be hostil e
because | will not give you any of their land to possess, since | have already given
OAr to the descendaimts of Lot as their ter
10 (The Emim usedbtlive there, a great and numerous people as tall as the
0Anaki m.

11 They are also considered Refa'"im, as
call them Emim.
12 I n Sed6ir the Horim used to live, but

and destroyed themetling in their place. Isra'el did similarly in the land it came
to possess, which ADONAI gave to them.)

13M Now get goi ng, &SodeccossedsvadiMdaedi Zered! '

14 The time between our leaving Kade3arnea and our crossing Vadi
Zered waghirtyi eight years until the whole generation of men capable of
bearing arms had been eliminated from the camp, as ADONAI had sworn they
would be.

15 Moreover, ADONAI' s hand was against them to root them out of the
camp until the last of them was gone.

16 When all the men who were able to bear arms had died and were no
longer part of the people,

17 ADONAI said to me,

18 6Today you are to cross the border of
19 When you approach the descendants of
withthem, for | wil |l not give you any of the

possess, since | have given it to the descendants of Lot as their tefiritory.’
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20 (This too is considered a land of the Refa'im: Refa'im, whom the Emori
call Zamzumim, used to levthere.

y «

de:

21 They were a | arge, numer ous peopl e
ADONAI destroyed them as the people of O6AmM
placé 1

22 just as he destroyed the Horim as
Sedi r an deir place, where they liva to thik day.

23 It was the same with the O0Avim, wh

0 A zi aithe Kaftorim, coming from Kaftor, destroyed them and settled in their
place.)

246 Get wup, get moving, aeplhaveputdanss t he A
your hands Sichon the Emori, king of Heshbon, and his land; commence the
conquest, begin the battle!

25 Today | will start putting the fear and dread of you into all the peoples
under heaven, so that the mere mention of your name wik riiieghn quake and
tremble before you.'

26 il sent envoys from the K'demot Desert to Sichon king of Heshbon with a
peaceable message,

27 6Let me pass through your | and. |
right nor left.

28 You will sell me food toat for money and give me water to drink for
money. | only want to pass through.

29 Do as the people of O6Esav living i
did with me, until I cross the Yarden into the land ADONAI our God is giving us.'

30 fiBut Sichon king of Heshbon would not let us pass through his territory,
because ADONAI your God had hardened his spirit and made him stubborn, so
that he could hand him over to you, as is the case today.

31 ADONAIl said to me, O0See, hs have be
territory before you; start taking possession of his land.’

32 Then Sichon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Yahatz;

33 and ADONAI our God handed him over to us, so that we defeated him,
his sons and all his people.

34 At thattime we captured all his cities and completely destroyed every
cityl men, women, little onéswe left none of them.

35 As booty for ourselves we took only the cattle, along with the spoil from
the cities we had captured.

36 From O Ar o dhe Arnon ¥atley,tamd dronethte gity in thé
vall ey, all the way to Gil éad, there was
capturé TADONAI our God gave all of them to us.

37 The only |l and you didn't apiproach
i'the region around the Yabok River, the cities in the hills and wherever else
ADONAI our God forbade us to gb Deuteronomy 2

Deuteronomy Chapter 2
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fiThen we turned and began traveling into the desert along the road to the Sea
of Suf, as ADONAI had said to me; and we skiddd unt Seoir for a | ong
Finally ADONAI said to me, O6You have been
enough! Head norttand give this order to the peopi®.ou are to pass through
the territory of your kinsmen the descenda
will be afraid of you, so be very cautio@d don't get into disputes with them;
for | am not going to give you arof their land, no, not even enough for one foot
to stand on; inasmuch as | have given Moun
Pay them money for the food you eat, and pay them money for the water you
drink. For ADONAI your God has blessed you in everythyour hands have
produced. He knows that you have been traveling through this vast desert; these
forty years ADONAI your God has been witby, and you have lacked nothing
0 Deuteronomy 2:17

They were literally required to march in the opposite direction from the Promised Land;

they headed south, towards the Gulf of Agaba. What a dismal journey that must have

been; just defeated by the Amorites, under the seatef death foeveryonevho were 26years

old and older, and now relegated to living in a bleak desert for an indeterminate period of time.
This chapters a contrast of chapter 1. Thiest generation rebelled, now tisecond

generation is being obedie Thefirst generation was sent southesecondgeneramn is

ordered to march nortfThefirst generation watold to enter the Promised Land from the

Southwest; theecondyeneration is to enter the Promised Land from the Southeadirsthe

generabn was told that they had stayed at Mt. Horeb long enouglsegitendgeneration is told

that they had been skirting the Promised Land long enougHir$hgeneration knew they

would die in the desert; tleecondgeneration knew they would live the land God had

prepared for them

Next, we get a series of instructions about people that the Lord wants Israel to avoid. This

avoidance s about a fear within Israel, or a worry that they might be defeaté¢dtasthe
territories mentionew er garttt the Promised Land, and the ancestry of the people involved
; (at least the people who currently occupied each terrivoeyg
related to Abraham in some way. As | mentiobetbre this
Holy Warw a s ab6ut conquering the world, or gaining as
muchwealth and treasure as was possible, nor was it an
attempt to force the worship of Yehoveh (conversion) on the
various inhabitants. This wasmplythe taking of a specific
| piece of land that the Lord declaredis( not | sr ael 6s) ,
not the creation odn empire.

The first nation to be avoided is that of Edom. Edom is
another name for Esau, Jacobds
very close kinship between Esau and Israel (Israel was just

an alternate name for Jacob). Now, the commaord the
Lord to Israel is tgibe carefub with Seir (another name for the
nation of Edom); thébe carefubd o e gnead to be wary
or afraid. The Lord explains that the Edomites will be very
- alarmed and afraid of Israéh a t 0ssid was well

T hefirst words of this chapter mention thesults of the rieellion of thefirst generation.
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understoodn ancient times; that when a people yearedcame toaclose you went out in battle

to try and bruise them to show that perhaps a treaty would be better (a treaty allowing the current
king to remain in his post) than an attempt at conquering them outright. The idea is that Moses
and the leaders of Israel need toaVverything possible to make it clear to Edom that they have

no intention of either taking their territory, nor even taking food or water from tBenfsrael

skirted Edom and continued northward towards the Arababh, in the region of Moab.

iSowewenbn past our kinsmen the descendants
l eft the road through tilGevertaAditienedatdn fr om Ei |
pass along the road through the desert of Mo'av.

ADONAI said to me, o6Don't bemhostile tow:
because | will not give you any of their land to possess, since | have already given
O0Ar to the descendamts of Lot as their ter

(The Emim used to live there, a great and numerous people as tall as the
0 A n a Kheyrare also considered Refaens ar e t he O6Anakim, but
call them Emim.

Il n Sed6ir the Horim used to |ive, but the
and destroyed them, settling in their place. Isra'el did similarly in the land it came
to possess, which ADONAI gave to the@.Deuteronomy 2:82

The Moabites, too, had a kinship with Israel, though not as close as the descendants of
Esau. The Moabites were the descendants of Lo
of the Patriarch Abraham who loved Lot, the Lord hadpatt land for these people and
Yehoveh makes clear that this landg foildrael.So, they are to avoid conflict with Moab.

Starting in verse 10 we get some interesting footnotes \aditite examination We 6 r e
told that people called tHemim formerly inhabited Moab; and these
Emim are counted as Rephaim. Sometimes we forget that a few centuries
after the Tower of Babel incident with Nimrod (which took place about
300 years after the Great Flood), the world was sufficiently populated that
if a group of people migrated into a new land, chances are they either had
to take that |l and from itds previous
perhaps grew into numbers that eventually dominated that area.

il When the descendants of Lot moved intodhea of Moab (and

- %ﬁgﬁ others into the area of Ammon), these were already occupied territories.

2 % They di dowuddiscovemd ar entirely unpopulated areas. The

people Who lived in Moab, first, werethe Emitnn d i t wlaterthablto tubnst iddes cenda
beame the ruling people of that territory. e § Gl

Now, thisi shée first time wedve
Rephaim. And, here wedre told
Well, the Rephaim are the pdttod version of the Nehilimd a race
of evil giants that existed before the Great Flobdh e rpeedioss little
in the Bible about whair whothese Nephilim ardgecaus¢he verses
are a bit ambiguou¥.ou can use a good concordance and look the
to see what is known abotlitem.Some see the Nephilim as an
intermixing of the line of Seth with the line of Cain (Seth being the li
of good from Adam and Eve, Cain being the line of evil from Adam

F

Rephaim

ered the
Emim w
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and Eve). Others say that the Nephilim were a product of fallen angels who hveithdexman
women; and their sons were powerful, fierce, unusually large and evil men.

These med these Nephilid married other women and over long periods of time their
dominance spread. How their existence bridged the flood is another mystery. In otihgrifivo

al |l humanity except Noahdos family was wiped o
afterthe flood? Did the fallen angelsper opagat e i n Noahds descendan
that thememoryof the Nephilim caused any unusuallyl fzople to be classified as Nephilim

(and eventually the name evolved t ofcoRaphai m).

basketball player and calling theniigiantoWe don 6t fgergdlike yn mptlelagy
we just mean that h e wntéhe auter boundaries of human height.

What adds to the mystery though is Egyptian records from around the time of Moses that
reports the finding of burial chambers that contained the human remains of men who were over 9

feet tall. TheeaBgpypteigems dihédndtwelda e aware of;
mythology to their records of thislow, wherethey found these remains were in the former
Kingdom of Og, which is said to have come fro

buti tfé@ssnatingd ondét You think

Verse 12 then explains that the area that Edom and his descendants occupied (here called
Seir) was previously populated by a people called the Horites, but the descendants of Esau
dispossessed theMd.o w dowenlddk thathereasonthe descendants of Esau wal#eto
dispossess the Horites is because the Lord gave that land to Esau as an inheritanice¢ Soe 6 s
actually precedent to Yehoveh assigning land to nations of pempjeu st t o | sr ael . L
that awaym our memory banks as we go forward and realize that the Lord is the Lord of all.

MO Now get going, @&aSodeccossedsvadiZdraddi Zered! '

The time between our leaving KadéBlarnea and our crossing Vadi Zered
was thirty eight years until thewhole generation of men capable of bearing
arms had been eliminated from the camp, as ADONAI had sworn they would be.

Moreover, ADONAI' s hand was against them to root them out of the camp
until the last of them was gone.

When all the men who were ableltear arms had died and were no longer
part of the peopld DONAI said to me, O6Today you are t
Mo' av at OAr.

When you approach the descendants of O0Am
with them, for | will not give you any of the territooyf t he peopl e of O6Amo
possess, since | have given it to the descendants of Lot as their tefirfidng’
too is considered a land of the Refa'im: Refa'im, whom the Emori call
Zamzumim, used to live there.

They were a large, numerous people,asatal t he 6 Anaki m; but ADC
destroyed them as the peopl e oifjusbAmon adva
as he destroyed the Horim as descendants o
in their place, where they live to this déy Deuteronomy 2:122

Verse 14 confirms that the time from the gr
spies incident) until the time Israel crossed the border to enter Moab was 38 years. And, it was
during this 38 years that tlfiest generation of the Exodus died duivhich was a prerequisite
for their children entering the Promised Land.
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After passing through Moab, Israel would next encounter Ammon. And, the same
instruction is given regarding Ammon as for M
represents descendant of Abr aham by means of Lot. And, wg
Ammonites is Rephaif these evil giantswhich sure made it easier for Isré@just avoid
fighting with these people.

Verse 20 tells us that the people whom the Ammonites displacedalkye the
Zamzummim. This word is interesting: in a dynamic translation it mé#res people whose
speech sounds like buzzing (of be@3)h at 6 s pretty spooky.

Then there are this people called the Avvim who first occupied an area we currently call
Gaz® an area that would eventually be occupied by the Philistines.

It was the same with the O0Avimjiwho | ive:
the Kaftorim, coming from Kaftor, destroyed them and settled in their place.)

MO Get up, get maAmon Wajey! Hare, thave pubisyourt h e
hands Sichon the Emori, king of Heshbon, and his land; commence the conquest,
begin the battleToday | will start putting the fear and dread of you into all the
peoples under heaven, so that the mere mention oihgooe will make the
guake and tremble before you. o

fil sent envoys from the K'demot Desert to Sichon king of Heshbon with a
peaceabl e message, OLet me pass through yo
turning neither right nor leftYou will sell me foodto eat for money and give me
water to drink for money. | only wantto passthroulgln as t he peopl e of
l'iving in Seo6ir and the Mo'avim living in
into the land ADONAI our God is giving u8. Deuteronomy 2:229

After all this genealogy and history (which | find fascinating), the order is given to Israel
to ACHARGE!0 Let the Holy War of the taking of Canaan begin. The first words of verse 24
are essentially a war criip!o A few words later it say$iBegin tie occupatio® So far in
Deuteronomy weobve r eadr atbhgbtotwaraithinownweegetthee opl e |
people there to fight against. And, of course, it begins with the Amorites. Why do Ifedy,
cours@? Because chapter 2 is a contfsthapter 1; and chapter 1 ends with the people of
Israel starting an unauthorized holy war (an unholy war if you would) with these Amorites and
getting soundly thumped. Now, in chapter 2, the call is to attack the AmoraésigHoly War
and victoryi s oniytassured, but from a spirétlupoint of view the war is already done!

Now thebeginning of the war is interestitgcausét mirrors what happened with
Pharaoh in Egypt. The King of Heshbon was offered peace. All he had to do was let Israel march
through on the way to Canaan. Heshbon was ordhtside of the Jordan River, and as such
w a s paf of the land set aside flsrael.Soo, by Godés general will the
conquer these people. However, King Sihon refused the offer of peace and attacked Israel. The
result was the annihilation of the Amorites.

fiBut Sichon king of Heshbon would not let us pass thrduglerritory,
because ADONAI your God had hardened his spirit and made him stubborn, so
that he could hand him over to you, as is the case today.

ADONAI said to me, 0See, |l have begun hai
territory before you; start taking possessof his land.Then Sichon came out
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against us, he and all his people, to fight at Yaleatd; ADONAI our God
handed him over to us, so that we defeated him, his sons and all his people.

At that time we captured all his cities and completely destroyed/eityi i
men, women, little onésive left none of themAs booty for ourselves we took
only the cattle, along with the spoil from the cities we had captured.

From O0Arod6er, on the edge of the Arnon V:
valley, allthewaytoGi6dad, t her e wa sfortifieforustoe city too
capturé ADONAI our God gave all of them to u§he only land you didn't
approach was that of therbgionatoursdthe iaboknt s of 06 A
River, the cities in the hills and wherever edd@ONAI our God forbade us to go
0 Deuteronomy 2:3@7

Verse 30 explains that the Lord stiffened the will of King Sihon; and thigiveasame
thing the Lorddid with the Pharaoh of the Exodus.

Now, let me give yowyet another of the great Biblical principléhat comes from these
verses. And, that principle is that while we can speak diiftee willo that the Lord has given to
men, there are boundaries to that free will.

Before we go there let me also point out as yet another means to show you thecgiffere
between the Jihad of the Muslims and true Biblical Holy Wraat(I discussecarliel), the
judgments of God against Pharaoh and Egypt are achidityy War. It was a wabythe Lord,
not in the Lordbébs name. |t was a war that the
and the outcome was determined not by human g

And, even though the Lord ordered thatfikeldiersof Israeb (so to speak) were to strip
Egyptof gold and silver; the vast bulk of that gold and silver was soon to be used to create the
Wil derness Tabernacle and all of i1itdés necessa
a role, by which themoils of war went to the Lord Himself amde r donbé for personal
material gain for the people.

4 for mankinddéos free will. We |ike to s
wills of men; puveildt i d.haltmdsf acthb,i twesdrme t
occasions that Yehoveh hardened Pharaot
that the Lord hardened King Shakedn6s hea
understand that the meaning of the télmaard is completelydifferent from
what it means to uspday.

To people in ancient timed)d hearhad nothing to do with being a place where

i, where our wills resided. The heart was alsba place where emotion came from. The
heart was believed to be the seat of intellect, consaiedanconscious. Just think of the word
fbraino The ancients thought of the heart in almost the same way we think of thd btaides
mind.l todusr i nsti nct s. ltds where we make -well th
jerk reactions come fronf. o r  utlse,spirit of rhas, himself. Mgn t i mes | 6ve expl a
we are spirits, we live in physical boddesur earthsui® and we possess a soul.

| t oblg the later Roman Empire Hellenists (well after the time of the Jesus and Paul)
who started to transform the heart into a place of eroée &nd emotion. Prior to that it was the
Liver and Kidneys that were referred to as the seats of both positive and negative emotions, in
almost all societigsgr ant e d, itéds not a very r.dwamsntic thec
only these later Helfgsts who transformed love from a form of merciful and beneficent action,
into a feeling.

Y
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So, if you want to stop being confused about vamtpart of the Bible is getting at when

it refers to the heart, just substitute the wispiritcta nd y o uitd | | have

No w, as for free will; free wil!/l i's the hu
amount of sovereignty t hatnesovreigntysabdvehbllaasd gi v en
mendos free will is subject to His wildl

One of the mainlessonseth can be drawn from Jonahds exy
man 6 s fi rseddlly what itlseems; there are limits that the Lord has put in place. For
instance, it was Jonahodés will to flee from th
present everywhereamndh ene 6 escape. Denying Yehovehds sovVe
is no remedy either.

There are conscious and unconscious forces that abound within men that are so
mysterious; Paul writes about these forces in this Way.when | want to do right, | do evil.

For | delight in the Laws of the Lord, deep inside my inmost self; but | see in my body parts
another law that is at war with the laws of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin
which dwells in my flesitb 8 Romans?

Paul is speaking, at least partly, of our free will and how it seems so susceptible to other
forces. And, indeed, h anthGast we see when we haveaghise Lord |
the Lord for the purpose of 6expaoatrpongeshesiLagd
men.

The Pharaoh of the Exodusa s stupit. After the almost complete destruction of
Egypt, and the obviously apparent invincibility of the God of the Hebrewstjlh&ied to do

battle with the Lord. And, itresultedingh anni hi |l ati on of Pharaohds e
class status for Pharaoh. King Sihon of Heshbon knew full well his army was no match for

| srael 6s. For gedl samae Isd®ps rmitluiatl arey}y eanetnmhanned Si
to one. It was suide and King Sihon knew it; yet, in some inscrutable combination of Yehoveh
delving into the Kingds unconscious mind, alo

did exactly what Yehoveh determined He wanted done.
The Greeks recognized this phenowreand wrote extensively about it in their Classic
literature. The theme was that somehow history unfolded in a way that seems so full of
serendipity when happening, but in retrospett es mreobviously preletermined destiny being
played out. But, preletermined by whom? And history is nothing but the lives and working out
of mends will
The Bible makes it clear that all historynethingb ut t he wor ki ng out of
t hr ough me ni6tsad werkihgltosvards Amedd, that He set in stone eons ago. And,
despite the pithy statements and philosophies and religious doctrines men have created about
how free will works, our free willa r eemtivety free nor are they well understood.
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Deuterono my Chapter 3

l1iThen we turned and went wup the road to
Bashan came out against us with al/l his pe
2 ADONAI said to me, oO6Don't be afraid of
his people and his territorver to you; you will do to him as you did to Sichon
king of the Emori, who lived at Heshbon.'
3 So ADONAI our God also handed over to
all his people, and we defeated him until he had no one left.
4 At that time we capturedll his cities; there was not one city of theirs that
we didn't capture. There were sixty cities, all the region of Argov, the kingdom of
600g in Bashan;
5 all of them fortified cities with high walls, gates and bairs addition to a
great number of unvlad towns.
6 We completely destroyed them, as we did with Sichon king of Heshbon,
annihilating every city inen, women and little ones.
7 But we took all the livestock, along with the spoil from the cities, as booty
for ourselves.
8 At that time we cajured the territory of the two kings of the Emori east
of the Yarden between the Arnon Valley and Mount Herrion,
9 the Hermon which the Tzidonim call Siryon and the Emori call S'nir,

10fal | the cities of the pl &akhahand!l | Gi | 6 a
Edredéi, cities of tdhe kingdom of 60Og in Ba

11 60g king of Bashan was the | ast survi
made of iron; it is still in Rabbah with t
long and four cubits wide, using the nainaubit (thirteehand ai half by six
feet).

12 fOf this land that we took possession of then, | assigned to the Re'uveni
and the Gadi the territory extending from
with halfthe hilc ount ry of Gidtiésad, i ncluding its

13 The rest of Gil o6ad and all TBashan, t|

tribe of M'nasheld The whole region of Argov together with all of Bashan form
what is called the land of Refa'im.
14 Ya'ir the son of M'nasheh took all the region af@v, as far as the
border with the G'shuri and the Madéakhat i ;
Bashan, after himsélfiit remains HavatYa'ir to this day.
156l gave Gil édad to Machir;

16 and to the Re'uveni anddtothee Gadi I g
Arnon Valley, with the middle of the valley as the border, as far as the Yabok
River, which is the border with the peopl e
17 the OAravah too, the Yarden being it:
the OAravah, t htofti2slepds ofPesgahtothaeast. he f o

o]
18fAt that time | gave you this order: O0AI
this land to possess. But all of you who are fit to fight must cross over, armed,
ahead of your brothers the people of Isra'el.
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19 Your wivesyour little ones and your livestockl know you have much
livestock will stay in your cities which | have given you,
20 until ADONAI allows your brothers to rest, as he has allowed you; and
they too take possession of the land ADONAI your God is giiegiton the
west side of the Yarden. At that point you will return, each man to his own
possession which | have given you.'
217/ Al so at that time | gave this order to
everything that ADONAI your God has done to these twokiddONAI will
do the same to all the kingdoms you encounter when you cross over.
22 Don't be afraid of them, because ADONAI your God will fight on your
behalf.’
23 fiThen | pleaded with ADONAI,
2 4 OADONAI ELOHI M, you havteyobregun to r e\
servant, and your strong handor what other god is there in heaven or on earth
that can do the works and mighty deeds that you do?
25 Please! Let me go across and see the good land on the other side of the
Yarden, that wonderful hilcountry an the L'vanon!'
26 But ADONAI was angry with me on account of you, and he didn't listen
to me. ADONAI said to me, O6Enough from you
about this matter!
27 Climb up to the top of Pisgah and look out to the west, north, sadith an
east. Look with your ey@&sbut you will not go across this Yarden.
28 However, commission Y'hoshua, encourage him and strengthen him,; for
he will lead this people across and enable them to inherit the land that you will
see.’
29 So we stayed imé¢ valey across from BeiP 6 & Deuteronomy 3

Deuteronomy Chapter 3

iThen we turned and went up the road to E
Bashan came out against us ADNAlsaiddad | his pe
me, O6Don't be afhaméddim,aall hisipeophe andfhis territory h a v e
over to you; you will do to him as you did to Sichon king of the Emori, who lived
at HeshbonSo ADONAI our God also handed over to
with all his people, and we defeated him until hd ha one left.

At that time we captured all his cities; there was not one city of theirs that we
didn't capture. There were sixty cities, all the region of Argov, the kingdom of
6 Og i n alBahteemdortified cities with high walls, gates and baia
addition to a great number of unwalled towns.

We completely destroyed them, as we did with Sichon king of Heshbon,
annihilating every city men, women and little oneBut we took all the
livestock, along with the spoil from thoties, as booty for ouetvesd
Deuteronomy 3:47

The first/5™ or so of Deuteronomy 3 is a basically a repeat of the Numbers 21 account of
the victory over Og and what happened immediaéyrward
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Let me remind you of the reason for what seems to be simply repetitiors ataiment
Moses igalkingto the young generation, tsecondyeneration of the Exodus. The older
generation, thérst generation of the Exodus\eryone whdwad been eye witnesses to the 10
plagues and celebrated the first Passover and walked thraigpehing in the Red Sea) was
now dead and gone as a prerequisite for Israel now being allowed to possess the Promised Land.
The majority of the generation Moses is addressing in Deuteronomy is getting a history lesson
because they had either been baitar the great events he wasking aboutor they were young
children when these things oceaverthmgthdthadnd t hey
happened.

This iswhy the overall stories of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers are essentially the same
asw h a betngretold in Deuteronomy, some of the details and the presentation is a little
di fferent because the circumstances are now d
the midst of a current event the same way rgtell the stories as pahistory to a later
generation

And Mosessaidthey marched north, encountered King Og of Bashan and defeated him.
Bashan was an area of the Tradosdaneastof the Jordan River, and slightly to the north and
northeast of what would eventually be caligalilee. This area was highly fertile, contained
ideal pastureland and was forested. There were 60 towns in Bashan (undoubtedly just a round
number) all of which were walled cities, along with an undisclosed (but larger) number of small
unprotected villags that were seized by Israel. A walled city indicated the presence of a sizeable
number of people and a highgitee of urbanization. Forsiterathis was no backwards or
disorganized territory of Bedouiike tribes; they had metal gate bars and hinges]s,
standing armies, and walefined laws and government.

fAt that time we captured the territory of the two kings of the Emori east of
the Yarden between the Arnon Valley and Mount Hernfidhe Hermon which
the Tzidonim call Siryon and the Emori call S'fia)l the cities of the plain, all

Gil 6ad and all Bashan, as far as Sal khah a
in Basharo

60g king of Bashan was tdbedwasansate sur vi vor
of iron; it is stildl in Rabbah with the pe

four cubits wide, using the normal cubhifteeri and ai half by six feet).
fOf this land that we took possession of then, | assigned to the Re'uveni and

the Gadi the territory extending from O60Arob
with half the hiic ount ry of Gil 6ad, including its ci
The rest of Gil ooad and all Bashan, the ki

tribe of M'nashetd The whole region of Argotogether with all of Bashan form
what is called the land of Refa'im.
Ya'ir the son of M'nasheh took all the region of Argov, as far as the border
with the G'shuri and the Maodakhati; he nam
after himself iit remains Haoti Ya'ir to this day.
fil gave Gil éndt thé Re'uwdra antl ther Gadi | gave the

territory from Gil dédad to the Arnon Vall ey,
border, as far as the Yabok River, which i
the OAravah too, the Yarden being its borde
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6Ar avah, t he Dead Sea, at thae foot of the
Deuteronomy 3: &7

Beginning in verse 8 we get a summary of all the territory (oedseside of the Jordan
River) seized by Israel, and it begins as far north as Mt. Hermon (asé@li&nown by that
name to this day so we know exactly where that is). Notice that Deuteronomy says that Mt.
Hermon waslsocalled Hermon Sirion (in the Sidam language), and Senir by the Amorites.
| 6 saelmany timesthat we have to watch carefully in the Bible because as we thumb through
the pages of history wedll see t heduestmacteal pl ace
name changes, aiigde name is often recorded according to several different languages.

The conquered area referred to in verse 10 aitdhéeland means the Moabite plateau
that eventually became the territory of Reuben.

Now, thinking back to what | said earliabout a clasification of people called Rephaim,

w e Otoldethat King Og was actually the last remnant of the Rephaim (at least in his region). The
Rephaim are the pefibod version of the Nephilim, a race of evil giants. In fact, verse 11 speaks

of a Ki n ged(@piéhsesides iowhat is known as presinyt Amman, Jordan) hat 6 s

13-14 feet long and 6 feet wide! Of course the bed is bigger than the man, but it just indicates

how tall King Og was. And, completely independent Egyptian records from that saaigocera

make mention of this Kingbés enormous bed, and
the region of Bashan who were about 9 feet tall.

Mosesrememberedhow he agreed to give much of the area of the Kingdom of Sihon to
Gad, and other parts dftb the approximately %2 of the population of the tribe of Manesseh who
determined that they i dwaidt to go into the Land of Canaan, they preferred the vast
pasturelands of Sihon because they had enormous herds of goats and sheep.

By way of explanationthis same section says that the district known as Argob was
assigned to Jair son of Manesseh, and the district known as Gilead to Machir. At this time both
Jair and Machiw e r espedfic men, they were clans nanadter men. Jair and Machir were
the twodominant clans of Manesseh who decided they preferred the-Joesten to the Land of
Canaan. Other clans of Manesseh decided to cross the Jordan with the other tribes of Israel. This
is probably a good time to mention that the tésoro (like in Jair sm of Manesseh) in Hebrew
is ben. So, in the Hebrew the meaning is that this land was given to Yair Ben Manesseh. In this
context, son s ahdalys used the way we typically think of it. In the Bible the t8oerd (son)
more often than not refers to a giahild or it can be as general as any male member of a certain
clan. Only occasionally does son refer to a direct male offspring such as Solomon son of David.

By way of further description of the land that was conquered by Israel, verse 17 says that
theytook the region beginning from someplace called Kinnereth on down to the Dead Sea. For
those of you who have made pilgrimage to Isfalich | hope to do some daydu might
recognize the nam@inneretho| t ab alternate (and much more ancient) name for the Sea of
Galilee, still in use to this day.

At that time | gave you this order: OADC
land to possess. But all of you who are fit to fight must cross over, armed, ahead
of your brothers the people of Isra'el.
Your wives, your little ones and your livestdéck know you have much
livestock will stay in your cities which | have given yountil ADONAI allows
your brothers to rest, as he has allowed you; and they too take pmsséske
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land ADONAI your God is giving them on the west side of the Yarden. At that
point you will return, each manto hisownpos s si on whi chdl have gi v
Deuteronomy 3:1-20

Next Moses reminds the people that the condition for granting ReGlaeinand those
two clans of Manesseh the rights to these conquered territories of theJordas was that they
send a large contingent of their crack troops with the other Israelite tribes to help seize the
Promised Land. Their women, children, anddteek could remain behind (along with a sizeable
army), but these elite troopso u | cdmedack until the job of seizing Canaan was completed
Many years later, we find this recorded in the book of Joshua:

fiThen Joshua summoned the Reubenites anddb#eS and the hatfibe of
Manasseh, and said to thefivou have kept all that Moses the servant of the
LORD commanded you, and have listened to my voice in all that | commanded
you. You have not forsaken your brothers these many days to this dayyéut ha
kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God. And now the
LORD your God has given rest to your brothers, as He spoke to them, therefore
turn now and go to your tents, to the land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of the ORD gave ya beyond the Jorda® Joshua 224

So, indeed these tribes met their obligation and Joshua eventually released them.

Now notice theprinciplet h asortbothidden in this matter of thé2tribes sending
troops with their brethren: in all respects Israel was to act as a group. They were to work
together, for a common cause, under the leadership of Yehoveh. ThiiBagle is central for
everyonevhothinnso f t he ms el v e $ whetheriGtipiysical Ismalitespol tleose
called the Church.

Al so at that time | gave this order to Y
everything that ADONAI your God has done to these two kings. ADONAI will
do the same to all the kingdoms you encountegnwjou cross ovebon't be
afraid of them, because ADONAI your God will fight on your behalf.’
irThen | pleaded with ADONAI, OADONAI ELOEG
reveal your greatness to your servant, and your strongihfmmndvhat other god
is there in heaen or on earth that can do the works and mighty deeds that you do?
Please! Let me go across and see the good land on the other side of the Yarden,
that wonderful hill country and the L'vanon!'
But ADONAI was angry with me on account of you, and he dldén to
me. ADONAI said to me, O0Enough from you! D
this matter!Climb up to the top of Pisgah and look out to the west, north, south
and east. Look with your eyiedut you will not go across this Yarden.
However, commissin Y'hoshua, encourage him and strengthen him; for he
will lead this people across and enable them to inherit the land that you will see.’
So we stayed irhe valley across from Bé 6 6 Deuteronomy 3:2-P9

In verse 26 begins an impassioned plea by Blosé&od to change His minBemember
that the Lord had judged Moses as He haditeegeneration of the Exodus;h at t hey woul
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be allowed to enter the Promised Land. Moses had been given a bit of a break by being allowed
to lead Israel in the congueg of the TransJordan region and he was also allowed to see the
Promised Land from a distance.

Here Mose®nce agairsays it was because of the people of Israel (meaning the general
leadership) that he sinned in such a way as to be barred from e@anagn. His argument is
that Israel provoked him to behave in a rash way. But this argument fell on deaf ears: the Lord
says,fiEnough! Never speak to me of this matter agauery powerful and definite words of the
Lordoés divine i rtryingtapersuade Him totalter HM qust mileng in theue
of Mo s e s Orherjusticecof theisitwation is that jlige those who sinned in the
Wildernesswere sentenced tdie in the Wilderness, so wasfor Moses. Yehoveb o u | héwe 0 t
givenMoses aspecial dispensatiobecauseven though he was assigned a high poshion
Godas His earthly mediator to Israel, Moses was still a flawed man who sinnékgusther
me n . Not even Goddés Mediator <coudddoldngagg aved f
during the time of Adam and Eve; all men would be appointed to experience the grave.

There are certainly parallels between Moses the Mediator and Yeshua the Mediator in
this regard; but there are also distinct dissimilarities. Yeshua wasm deven though He was
also God), and death was unavoidable. However, the statement that Mosesm diedount of
the peopled i dmeéantthat Moses died place ofthe peoplé Mosesw a s a sulbstitute of
atonementike Yeshuawas Nor did Yeshua die assinful or flawed mafke Moses didMoses
died because, as all men, he sinned; Jesus Christ died because, unlike any other man, He was
sinless

Al s o, bymhssnhé Gogrinciple expressed in the relationship between the leader and
the led; becaustheyd and wé are inextricably bound up togethért pbasr amount i n God
economy that a leader @oh a tight $n the eyes of the Lord regardless of what other men may
wanthim to do. The consequences for integrity and standing firm with the Lord are legendary;
the reward for unswerving allegiance to Yehoveh is often martyrdom in one form or another.
Hardly evemwillyouseeGod 6s chosen | eader s assefomdhewand good
The motto of one who decides to accfibpwhatyehove
is righteous and holy, and let the chips fall where they,ogsier said than done as Moses (and
all leaders in service to God) soon fimgt. Nonetheless, as expressed here in Deuteronomy the
Lordds requi r e men tneggotlle, ad is the derealty doe sin and aebedlionn o n

So, this chapter ends in a bittersweaty with Moses saying in effecfithe reasont a n 6 t
lead you itho the Promised Land is my personal failute® m a sa deathnisemy rewarl.
Sa says Moses, Joshua is now your appointed leader (appointed by Gdu)eaind twhoe o ne
will splitthe Land of Canaan among the tribes.

By the way: Joshuaa s gv@riMos es ® ful |l authority, he sin
Israeli military. Joshud i dhedoime a replacement Mediator for Moses, nor was he a leader
who even the High Priest wasder Israel woulsh éhave another Mediator in the order of
Moses for almost 13Dyears, and that Mediator would be none other than God Himself in the
form of Yeshua of Nazareth.

Letds move on to chapter 4.
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Deuteronomy Chapter 4

1 fANow, Isra’el, listen to the laws and rulings | am teaching you, in order to
follow them, so thayou will live; then you will go in and take possession of the
land that ADONAI, the God of your fathers, is giving you.
2 In order to obey the mitzvot of ADONAI your God which | am giving you,
do not add to what | am saying, and do not subtract from it.
3 You saw with your owniPedyoers, whhaatt ADONAI

ADONAI destroyed from among #WWdowragl |l the me
4 but you who stuck with ADONAI your God are still alive today, every one
of you.

5 Look, I have taught you laws andings, just as ADONAI my God
ordered me, so that you can behave accordingly in the land where you are going
in order to take possession of it.

6 Therefore, observe them; and follow them; for then all peoples will see you
as having wisdom and understandiWgen they hear of all these laws, they will
say, O6This great nation is surely a wise a

7 For what great nation is there that has God as close to them as ADONAI
our God is, whenever we call on him?

8 What great nation is theteat has laws and rulings as just as this entire
Torah which | am setting before you today?

9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves diligently as long as you live, so
that you won't forget what you saw with your own eyes, so that these things won't
vanishfrom your hearts. Rather, make them known to your children and
grandchildrein i

10 the day you stood before ADONAI your God at Horev, when ADONAI
said to me, 6Gather the people to me, and
so that they will learn to holche in awe as long as they live on earth, and so that
they will teach their children.’

11 You approached and stood at the foot of the mountain; and the mountain
blazed with fire to the heart of heaven, with darkness, clouds and thick mist.

12 Then ADONAIspoke to you out of the fire! You heard the sound of
words but saw no shape, there was only a voice.

13 He proclaimed his covenant to you, which he ordered you to obey, the
Ten Words; and he wrote them on two stone tablets.

14 At that time ADONAI orderd me to teach you laws and rulings, so that
you would live by them in the land you are entering in order to take possession of
it.

15 fTherefore, watch out for yourselves! Since you did not see a shape of
any kind on the day ADONAI spoke to you in Horesrh the fire,

16 do not become corrupt and make yourselves a carved image having the
shape of any figuiie hot a representation of a human being, male or female,

17 or arepresentation of any animal on earth, or a representation of any bird
that flies inthe air,
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18 or a representation of anything that creeps along on the ground, or a
representation of any fish in the water below the shoreline.

19 For the same reason, do not look up at the sky, at the sun, moon, stars and
everything in the sky, and beadvn away to worship and serve them; ADONAI
your God has allotted these to all the peoples under the entire sky.

20 No, you ADONAI has taken and brought out of the smelting furnace, out
of Egypt, to be a people of inheritance for him, as you are today.

21 nBut ADONAI was angry with me on account of you and swore that |
would not cross the Yarden and go into that good land, which ADONAI your God
is giving you to inherit.

22 Rather, | must die in this land and not cross the Yarden; but you are to
cross andake possession of that good land.

23 Watch out for yourselves, so that you won't forget the covenant of
ADONAI your God, which he made with you, and make yourself a carved image,
a representation of anything forbidden to you by ADONAI your God.

24 For ADONAI your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

25 MWhen you have had children and grandchildren, lived a long time in the
land, become corrupt and made a carved image, a representation of something,
and thus done what is evil in the sight of ADONALyd@sod and provoked him;

26 | call on the sky and the earth to witness against you today that you will
quickly disappear from the land that you are crossing the Yarden to possess. You
will not prolong your days there but will be completely destroyed.

27 ADONAI will scatter you among the peoples; and among the nations to
which ADONAI will lead you away, you will be left few in number.

28 There you will serve gods which are the product of human hands, made
of wood and stone, which can't see, hear, esinail.

29 However, from there you will seek ADONAI your God; and you will find
him if you search after him with all your heart and being.

30 In your distress, when all these things have come upon you, in the
acharit hayamim, you will return to ADONAI yauGod and listen to what he
says;

31 for ADONAI your God is a merciful God. He will not fail you, destroy
you, or forget the covenant with your ancestors which he swore to them.

32 fAlndeed, inquire about the past, before you were born: since the day God
created human beings on the earth, from one end of heaven to the other, has there
ever been anything as wonderful as this? Has anyone heard anything like it?

33 Did any other people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of a fire, as
you have heard, arsday alive?

34 Or has God ever tried to go and take for himself a nation from the very
bowels of another nation, by means of ordeals, signs, wonders, war, a mighty
hand, an outstretched arm and great teirrdliike all that ADONAI your God did
for you inEgypt before your very eyes?

35 This was shown to you, so that you would know that ADONAI is God,
and there is no other beside him.
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36 From heaven he caused you to hear his voice, in order to instruct you; and
on earth he caused you to see his greatind you heard his very words coming
out from the fire.

37 Because he loved your ancestors, chose their descendants after them and
brought you out of Egypt with his presence and great power,

38 in order to drive out ahead of you nations greater andgsgr than you,
so that he could bring you in and give you their land as an inheritance, as is the
case today;

39 know today, and establish it in your heart, that ADONAI is God in
heaven above and on earth béloitere is no other.

40 Therefore, you ar® keep his laws and mitzvot which | am giving you
today, so that it will go well with you and with your children after you, and so that
you will prolong your days in the land ADONAI your God is giving you forever.

41 Then Moshe separated three citiesheneast side of the Yarden, toward
the sunrise,

42 to which a killer might flee, that is, someone who kills by mistake a
person whom he did not previously hate, and upon fleeing to one of these cities
might live there.

43 The cities were Betzer in tdesert, in the flatland, for the Re'uveni;
Ramot in Gilodéad for the Gadi; and Golan in

44 This is the Torah which Moshe placed before the people ofisiia'el

45 these are the instructions, laws and rulings which Moshe presettied to
people of Isra'el after they had come out of Efjypt

46 beyond the Yarden River, in the valley across froniBeitor , i n t he | an
of Sichon king of the Emori, who lived at Heshbon, whom Moshe and the people
of Isra'el defeated when they came out ofiig

47 and they took possession of his | and
the two kings of the Emori, who were beyond the Yarden toward the sunrise;

48 from 6Arodber on the edgfhatis,f t he Arnoi
Mount Hermon,

49 fiwithal | t he &6 Aravah beyond the Yarden ea:c

Dead Sea aht foot of the slopes of PisgdhDeuteronomy 4
Deuteronmy Chapter 4

| goingto set the mood and tone of Deuteronomy 4 before we réadit.er e 6s my f i r
guestion: if you knew with certainty that your time on earth jsisdays or weekaway, what
would youlike to say to those you have loved, and educated, and cared for? What has life taught
yout h asb \@alsiable that in the limited time you hde# you want those who will carry on
after your death to know about, and to take it to heart, and hopefully put it to work? That is the
context of Deuteronomy 4. Moses is literally pleading with the generation that will succeed him
to carry on with the good whkithat the Lord has begun.

So |l etbébs get started
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fiNow, Isra'el, listen to the laws and rulings | am teaching you, in order to
follow them, so that you will live; then you will go in and take possession of the
land that ADONAI, the God of your fathe is giving you.
In order to obey the mitzvot of ADONAI your God which | am giving you,
do not add to what | am saying, and do not subtract from it.
You saw with your own eW¥PedsorwhathaADONAI di
ADONAI destroyed from among you alltheme wh o f olilPdwatd Ba o6 al
you who stuck with ADONAI your God are stilive today, every one of yai
Deuteronomy:1-4

Moses begins by exhortingthe peogl® bey Goddés Laws, and t hen
whyt hey should obeyr@ocddsglyws MoArad O iextpd anati
history lessonYou seeMoses says thattlossr ael 6 s somewhat recent hi
validate and set in context the reasons and purposes for the Lord handing down these rulings and
commands fotsrael to live by. In other words, the Laws of Moses eafsiract, and they
weren Gsét down in a vacuum. The Laws were given in cultural terms, in a specific language, at
a particular time in History, and then their application was demonstrated in a number of settings
and circumstances. In fact some of the lanes r eeveld tb be obseed until they entered
Canaan because those particular laws revolved around agridutomeething the Israelites
c o u | participate in while they were living in tents out in the wilderness.

In verse 1 Moses says they should obey all the laws given ddifét.fiso you may live
. .0 Moses says that life itself depends on obedience to the Lord as demonstrated hggbserv
His commandments. Israel (in general) took MoOs@sice as literally as he meant it. In
Proverbs 196 we find King Solomon sayiHe wio keeps the commandment of the Lkedps
his own life, but he whdespises His ways shall dieThe Hebrews firmly believed that walking
in the ways of the Lord not only brought Shal
life span;on the othehand,rebellion brought calamity and an eadibannormal physical
death. Moses is pleading with Israel to be obedwmrtheir own sakes

In a historical context there were several recorded instances during the wilderness
journey when rebellion brough deat h at Goddés hand. In fact, w
only been 38 years since |Israelds refusal to
man of an age of accountability would be allowed to live long enough to enter Canaan)f and tha
the age of accountability wa® greatethan 20 years, that means that no one older than 57 or 58
years old was now living among the Israelites as they began their conquest. Rebellion brought
instant death to some, lingering death to others, and gadiemormal death to the greater
portion of the population. Hebrews of that er
you that Mosesv a s makihg some supeapiritualized statement about the Heavenly value of
being obedience to Yehoveh; Was reminding the people that their own history showed them
the proof that obedience is life and rebellion is death. So, choose obedience

| would also like to point out a tiny word or phrase in the first verse; and depending on
your translation it will ay fiheato or fihearkerd or lobserved The Hebrew word h abeirdgs
translated iShemaThose of you who have been around the Hebrew Roots type of teaching for
a while should recognize that wottdl,e ¢ a u even beconie s formal name for a
commandment in Deuteronomyl6.t aflsg known as théhear O Israeb

Hereds the point: daon éoturmabkbettombeovdemtgel | sh we
wordsihean andfhearkerd We think that hearken is just a very fahold English way of

34



saying hear. Not true. Shema is an instructiothatsomethingl t adcall to action. So, in our

modern vocabularyiobeo or fiobserveé captures the sense of the warchuch betterin

Medieval times hearken specifically meanattio n what youdre being told
Just agd 06 explained beforghat when our Bibles sayelieve in Gogb we should

mentally cross out the wofibelieved and insert insteaitrusin order to align the Biblical

sense with 2century vocabulary; so when we run across the widrdan or fhearke we

should mentally cross out those words and replace thentiwbtno or fiobserved T h at 6 s

because just dbelieved has become a rather weak word that indicates a passive intdllectua

acceptance of something, so fiaear and hearkébecome words that just mean our ears

perceived some sounds and we intellectually comprehendedThiera.t  at allnodeverwiag,

the sense of the word Shema. It means that we healoakide are taacton what we hear.
Sa let mesaythe Shema for you in the sense @snalways meant (and the setise

Hebrews understood it), and just sekyithanging that one little word from hear to opiéyt

doesnét suddenly put a whole new I ight on it:

AOBEY, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! And you shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with aluysoul and with all
your mightd Deuteronomy 6:%6

| also want taemind you of two things: where the word LORD is, in Hebirew 6 s
actually YHWH.

Now letme read this basic Geatinciple called the Shema for you once again. And,
remember, Yeshua says that the Shema imtistfoundational Gogprinciple of them all; the
10 Words (10 Commandments) are based onijttss|ikeallthe6 13 | aws. So, itéds
that we get the truest possible sense tf a bethg communicated to us.

OBEY, O Israel'! YEHOVEH is our God, YEHOVEH is one! And you shall
love YEHOVEH your God with all your MIND and with all yo soul and with
all your might & Deuteronomy 6:%6

That puts it in a |ittle different perspec
passion of this statement? This kingly dedrele anbt dose ignored? The requirement is that we
understand who God is intellectually athénlet it envelope our souls as well, and tlaehon
this understanding with every fiber of our physical and spiritual béiagr or Harkenare
powerful Biblical words. And, we find those same words, with the same meaning and intent, in
the New Testament.

Mosesis making an impassioned address to the new generation of Israel to take to heart
and to go forward with all they had learned. For all practical purppge$hreear i ng Moses 6
words to those he has car ed hisdeathiguStafewdayse | as't
away and wants to impart to the Israel the national identity they have been given by Yehoveh;
and this national identity is all wrapped up in the God of Israel, His covenants and laws, and the
peopl ebs det er novenyahovelo.n t o obey and

What Moses is saying is set in the context of the history of Israel because this history
offers the proof of what e $aging. And, it offers the proof that God is who He says He is and
will do what He says He will do.
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This chapters quitelongand it 61 1 take wus a becausdiflle whi | e
were forced to choose only 10 chapters (out of the almost 1200 chapters that forms our modern
Bible) from which to best define Yehovehos c¢ch
principles that were the most powerful and centrally important to the lives of His Believers, this
would be near the top of that list of 10.

Sobefore wego much furtherl want to say something of a personal note. Sometimes |
get quite frustrated and dmaraged at the current state of the Church. Along with the Lord
blessing me (as he has so many of you) with an understanding that all of His Word is valid and
that Jesus meant what He said when He told us thdtiHe cordetto abolish the Torah or the
Prophets, also came a realization that so much of the Church | dearly love has strayed so far from
the Lord. We Christians have become a precise replica of the Jewish religioustbatiety
Yeshua livedn; a society that proclaims for God, but at the same firefers our manmade
doctrines and traditions to the rather plain and straightforward proclamations and instructions
given to us in the Lorddéds written Word.

| 6m remi nded f r oarsofthe pasttandpredent wheialy and relya ¢ h
on, that being a teacher means that some foundational principles and facts must be restated many
times, in varied contexts, so they can finally be comprehended and internalized by the students.
So,as your teachet want to take a few minutes to remind ydyust whyi t s6 aritical for us
to become advocates of the Torah, the Old Testament, Israel, and the entire body of the Holy
Scriptures that we call the Bible. And | do this in the spirit of Moses in ;
Deuteronomy who s giving out new information fothe ;
most part; buts reminding people of what théyvakready |
heard and might already know; yett s6 aritical that it must [
remain at the forefront of their thinking at all times and
throughout all their generations.

Sometimes irthe little world | get wrapped up in
doing (and you reading) these studige,forget that the
largest part of the Church thinks somewhat differently (to
entirely opposite) of what we think about Holy Scripture. So
many of you havemailedme in dejection as to why you hawe t
defend yourself, over and over again; why you have to repeat ad, "

nauseum to friends and family that ylowa v gomédta cult; and all this

because you have chosen to study the Old Testament portion G . the Holy Bible

and to recognize that the Bible is allfew document. We can also rather

easily forget that the vast bulk of modern Christian doctrine is at © 1 tbs €eore an

Semitic and declares straightaway that Israel has been replaced by gentile Christians, that when
God came to earth as Yeshua He changest ofdHis former rules and principles and abolished
His covenants, arthat to even open the books of the Old Testament (let alone actually study
them and take them seriously) is tantamount to discarding our Savior and returning to the Law
(whatever that mans to their minds).

Nowhere, of course, does the Scripture say
of doctrine as defined in the modern sense. Doctrine based Christianity is at odds with the
original and ancient Scripture based Christianitg.irdnic that we seem to understand (because
webve been taught it since children in Sunday
claimed that their Traditions wepest good and proper Scriptural interpretation, in fact too much
of it was Hebreweligious leaders espousing manmade philosophies that surrounded political
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realities of the day and embodied hidden agendas, and enabled them (personally) to form
separate groups loyal primarily to them and often for personal gain. The irony of ittlsethat
Church has done essentially the same thing for centuries and rather than recognize it for what it
is,w e 6emebéraced it as normal and good. Just as ancient Jews were encouraged to study Jewish
Traditions (the Talmud) and discouraged from studyingutlblfew select passages of the
Torah, modern Christiarege alsaencouraged to accept various denominational doctrines
without question, and discouraged from studying anything but the New Testament, primarily the
Gospels.

In one of the seminal Christaho c u ment s of the modern era, |
eminent European Church leaders of that tifmnlf Harnack said this:

To reject the Old Testament in the second century was a mistake™
the church rightly resisted, to retain it in the sixteenth century was a
from which the Reformation could not escape; but still to preserve it =
(the Ad Testamentin the nineteenth century as one of the canonical
documents of Protestantism is theutesf religious and ecclesiastical [
paralysis.

In other words, while very early on the church had no choice but to retain the Old
Testament because until the approach of theeitury theravasno other Holy Scripture than
the Old Testament (nosuchthy as a New Testament y&t existed
century Europe) there was no further excuse for Protestants to retain any portionldf the O
Testamenas valid biblical textlt was only religious paralysis (as he called it) the Church did
finally and explicitly state that theldTestamentvas an outdated document that had no place in
our Bibles or Christian lives whatsoever.
His argument was well received and became accepted as the standard by which the
Western Church formed its theologiesid so the door has, since that time, effectively slammed
tightly closed on the Old Testament.
Thankfully not all respected theologians fell prey to this horribly misguided but popular
mi ndset. About 100 year s afDreMalterKaisersaicc K 6s r e ma
somethinghat so eloquently and powerfully sums up our current state in mainstream
Christianity; a state and mindset from which my godh&se studies i® escape, and | gte:

No matter how great the uniformity of opinion has been from the
New Testamentvriters down to the Reformation, and no matter how
great the difficulties in answering the formal and material questions
posed here, thel@Testamentemains the most céal and decisive
problem for Christian theology. How we respond to this problem will
automatically set much of our Christian theolégyhether we do so
in a deliberate or in an unreflective fashion.

The implications of this move in theological constructame massive. Our
answers to this problem (of how we think of thiel ®estamerntwill decide:

... how we understand Jesus Christ in his historical character, his Jewish
context, and his divine validation. It decides the church's view of itself as the
church of God, as an element in the mysterion of God's saving action in history. It
decides oummterpretation of the salvation given us in Jesus Christ, . . . our
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estimate of earthly and temporal life. .. . It concerns . . . the relation of the church
of Jesus Christ to the chosen people of Israel. Our whole understanding of the
Kingdom of Go@ and trerefore also of the universality of the Christian faith, the
Christian church, and Christiandyis determined by what we think of the Old
Testament and how we handle it.

Thus, it is difficult to think of very many areas of Christian theology that are
not dfected in a major way, either by the inclusion or the deliberate omission of
the OT data from its systematization. Moreover, when it is recalled that over
threefourths of the total Bible is found in thddOTestamentit is enough to make
one pause befercavalierly bypassing this most extensive record of God's
revelation to mankind.

In other words, the Old Testament is the formative docuognf whichthe New
Testamentame. The @ Testamenis the context of howomenemustunderstand Jesus, His
mission of Salvation, what Salvation amounts to, what the church should look like and even how
we define just what that entity call@ihe Kingdom of Godactually is. Kaiser says that how
Christians value the 1@ Testamentor altenatively discard it as worthless, will determine every
last element of our belief system.

Ladies and gentlemen, for our era, within the Chdiralinether youare aJew or
gentiled t h e noemre decisive question for us to wrestle with than whether totabeep
entireWord of God, or to sever away everything given as Holy Writ that comes before the book
of Matthew. Do we search out and act the actual oracles given directly from the Lord in
Torah; or do we only consider parts of certain books that semwaitlate hundreds of years of
theological philosophies developed by the institutions claiming to govern Christendom.

This is the core of the message Moses is bringing to Israel in Deuteronomy. Moses asks:
will you trust anddothe entire Word of God, Hael; or will you return to the elemental spirits
and worship nature as back in Egypt? Will you listen to and obey the Lord, or will you merely
condescend in order to retain the benefits of the society and culture to which you belong? Will
you realizethat he L or d &the Wimatedratim or will you choose to value yown
intellect (or the intellect of your leaders) as superior? Moses says one of these two ways is life,
and the other is death. So choose life.

Letds focus our shelp, enehismightyilchhptet of Reutdramomy.o

Look, | have taught you laws and rulings, just as ADONAI my God ordered
me, so that you can behave accordingly in the land where you are going in order
to take possession of it.

Therefore, observe therand follow them; for then all peoples will see you
as having wisdom and understanding. When they hear of all these laws, they will
say, O6This great nation is surely a wise

For what great nation is there that has God as closeto &s ADONAI our
God is, whenever we call on him?

What great nation is there that has laws and rulings as just as this entire Torah
which | am setting before you today?

Only be careful, and watch yourselves diligently as long as you live, so that
you wont forget what you saw with your own eyes, so that these things won't
vanish from your hearts. Rather, make them known to your children and
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grandchildrein the day you stood before ADONAI your God at Horev, when

ADONAI said to me, Ordawillmakethéemnhhearpyeopl e t o m
very words, so that they will learn to hold me in awe as long as they live on earth,

andsothat hey wi |l | t e & ©Oduteronorayi&10c hi | dr end

After Moses explains that Israel is to obey (for their own sakds)a abousto follow,
and that nothing should be added, removed, or altered from these instructions, he says in verse 5
that these rules are to be obeyed inside of the Promised Land that they will soon be living in.

| told youabout Hebrew verb tenses: and thatiebrewt h e noesidck thing as a past,
present or future tense like there is in EnglisiHebrew,t h e whatssholars have labeled as
the perfect and imperfect that more denotes in the one case an ongoing process, and in the other
case that a procebas been completed.

At the beginning of verse 5 we get a nice example of this and the problem it causes in
interpretation; normally the English translation of this verse is somethindilikesee, | have
imparted to you laws and rules 0 The pastense (have imparted) issedindicating that the
laws and rules Moses is speaking about were given in the past.lBatt ¥bBahohe.bs sayi
Thisis the imperfect (sometimes called the incomplete) tense indicating that Moses is speaking
of an ongoingorocess. So a better translation mightfbe, | am imparting to you laws and
ruleso Better, but still not precise because this i®agoingprocess; this means that some laws
were given and some are stild]l being given. Th
meaning and application has been occurring since Mt. Sinai amdtover yet

Then, an important principle that of cearcarries over into the New Testament is

presented in verse b:t tliastheproofof | srael 6s | oyalty to Yehovel
heart he L orddHiss | laawss . D opmmooftvith @ loeimd thesaame thihg asign
Thesignofisree| 6s rel ationship with the Lord is male

and the observance of t hmoofdthaib, thadum ¢fMe sesd cov
outward evidence of their faith in Yehoveh is how they acted it out. BheTdstamenversion
of this principle is found in the book of Jamé&Bven so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself. But someone may well sdj,ou have faith, and | have works; show me your faith
without the works, and | wikhow you my faith by my worked James 2:1-18
Dondét ever | et aprogfaf yoar fatthds tHe acgeptancet ohChitist. Noh e
Thesignof your acceptance of Christ (tegnof the New Covenant) is the Holy Spirit in you
(which, by the way, is invisible and so no one caais including yourself)So, theproof of
your faith (says Moses and later James) is in your works. And, works generally means good
deeds towards men, and full obedience to the commands éf takohg care of the poor, the
sick, the infirmed, those of Iser status and weaker
| tnbost t hat the Lord God needs to see your v
one who made the decisiongvey ou t he Holy Spirit so Hebs alr
your faith.Theproof (in the form of visible and tangible works)sis thatothersmay benefit. As
it says in Dewgronomy4:6, . . .observe them (the Laws) faithfully for that will be proof of your
wisdom and discernmetd other peopleswvho on hearing these laws shy, Surely that is a
great nation . .0
So while on the one hand the Hebralvs d n o fproselytize or to convert, it was the
living out of their faith in view of notHebrews that Yehoveh says would be attractive to those
f orei gner s.ytimésthatthe mostteféectivetaadreally, only) method of bringing
the Good News to the Jewish people is to live out your faith and allow them to see your love (or
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better, Yie youndunatdosguote chene&lv TestamenBible passages. In realitjad s

probably also the best method to bring the Gospel to anyone, including your faemignstrate

the |Iife of Yeshua, dondét just preach a bunch
Moses is in the midst, here, of drawing out two points: First, that the giving of the Law

specifically to Israel indicates the creation of an unprecedented relationship between God and

Israel that has no parallel in history or in any other society; and Second, that the Laws of the

Lord are superior to all manmade laws and principles and thegustierent within His

ordinances i s p eimplmaceflectioncd@bd. slis dharaeter wasrmade known

and echoed in His Laws. Do yoeally want to know who God is? Then learn His laws and

commands.

You approached and stood at the foathef mountain; and the mountain
blazed with fire to the heart of heaven, with darkness, clouds and thick hes.
ADONAI spoke to you out of the fire! You heard the sound of words but saw no
shape, there was only a voice.

He proclaimed his covenant towovhich he ordered you to obey, the Ten
Words; and he wrote them on two stone tablets.

At that time ADONAI ordered me to teach you laws and rulings, so that you
would live by them in the land you are enteringrder to take possession obit
Deuteronomy 4:1114

Next Moses gives Israel a warning against idolatry.

Thebasisfor the prohibition against making gadols is explained in a little more detalil
here in chapter 4 andt tliiss since the Lord i dapp&dr in any kind of physical form to Israel
at Mt. Sinai, then Israa h o u trydon@anufacture any kind of physical form to represent God.
SinceGod made His presenkaown to themin fiword (remembelGodspokeaudibly to Israel
at Mt. Sinai), then Israel should pass along the knowledge of Yehoveh to future generations in
words, not in god symbols and images.

This was such a radical departure from the norms of world cultures in that era. The
thought was that whout a god image (an idol), there was no way to worship that god. Idols were
handed down from generation to generation as a means of instructing family members about the
family gods. Yehoveh says 0 n 6 t animade ef Me becau$e6 mat of this worldsot her e 6 s
nothing you could mak#hatcould ever capture My essence.

Let me make a point here that | think might be helpful to explaimmustiv e 6to e
perceive the Lord, since webre not to do it w
beautifully: fiThe essence of Jewish religious thinking does not lie in entertaining the concept of
God, but in the ability to articulate a memory of moments of illumination by His Presence. Israel
is not a people of definers, but a people of witneéseaither wordsthe peopleof Israel
actually witnessed what God said directly to them, and then that information was reliably passed
on generatioito-gener ati on; it was by means of eyewitn:
direct oracle from the Lord.

Neither Judais nor Christianity bases our religion on speculative thought and grand
religious philosophies (although both have been infected by this over the centuries, and part of
my goalwith these studies to distinguish between truth and tradition); our faittoibe based
on actual experience with God both the experience of our faith fathers and opersenal
experience with God. The Israelitestuallyh ear d Godés words, and Beli
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actuallyr ecei ved t he Lor dos FEiences arSrplationship basdgl.oThen o f t

religion of the Jews was nevieased on some mechanical following of a legal code, nor was it

based on sacred gaymbols; it was based on a historical experiential relationship with

Yehoveh Following those laws was maly the proper responsethis relationship, just as a

modern Believeroés proper response to our Salwv
So, Mosesays you (Israel) saw nothing of God at Mt. Sinai; but you did hear His words

directly from His voice. Butt hat doesndt mean there wasnot a \

with it. The Israelites saw fire and smoke; the sky turned dark as night. The idea is that the

Lordds presence made quite an unforgettabl e i

itself was affected because of Goddéds power and

reverenceanda healthy fear. | just hate it when | hear some-wedhning Christian say that

since the advent of Christh e noadason to fear God anymore. Wow.fTlee ar endt t oo n

doctrines more dangerous than that one. etterfear God. All the apostles feared God.

Goodness, even the first gentiles who accepted the God of the Jews were calledr&sd

fiTherefore, watch out for yourselves! Since yourthti see a shape of any
kind on the day ADONAI spoke to you in Horev from the fate,not become
corrupt and make yourselves a carved image having the shape of aniy figare
a representation of a human being, male or feroale representation of any
animal on earth, or a representation of any bird that flies in theradr,
representation of anything that creeps along on the ground, or a representation of
any fish in the water below the shoreline.

For the same reason, do not look up at the sky, auhemoon, stars and
everything in the sky, and be drawn away to worship and serve them; ADONAI
your God has allotted these to all the peoples under the entire sky.

No, you ADONAI has taken and brought out of the smelting furnace, out of
Egypt, to be a pgwe of inhertance for him, as you are todayDeuteronomy
4:1520

Verse 15 continues the admonition by Moses to make no image g

because the Israelites have nevel .o Godos
i s mal&ing about making images of false godd4 irtesesting that this i |
particular command and admoniti o (@ up so

agenda? Well it shouldiecausehe failure to keep this command led to th

death of scores of thousand of Israelites out in the Wilderness, and it wq

happen again and again with alarming regularity because the people jus

didndot take it seriously. '
As concerns God, idolatry is dagrgus because it

offends His holiness. As concerns men, idolatry is dangerous

because God has ordained thatatcapitol offense. Idolatry

is dangerous; thatodés the probl em

suppose that one day the Israelites scrupulously magded

images at all, and the very next day they woke up and started

idol factories and turned them out by the thousands? Is it

possible that they went from a determinatn@verto make idols on Monday, but on Tuesday

they had a meeting and safithey, b ve got an i dea, | etds start wc
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