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Introduction

Several years ago | read, Let The Church bthe Church!by Ray Ortlund. The book was a
wonderful inspiration for me. The first chapter raised some intriguing questions regarding the
Church. The first question he asked was whether our churches were really part of The Churchd
or did they simply steal the label? Or did they simply steal the label?
T h ad véryimportant question, because when the church really becomes TheChurchit
starts fulfilling Godds original I ntentions f
Some churches are simply evangelistic centergll activity during the week and on
Sunday mornings leads to the altar call! T h a thedosus of the entire life of the churchd that
exciting moment at five minutes to twelve every Sunday where someone walks down the aisle to
make their commitment to Christ! T h a dod,ghere is nothing wrong when the church focuses
on Evangtelismd i t e@es important, and | would be disappointed if a church never reached out
to draw people to find Jesus as their Savior. But, | need to ask you, did God pre-ordain his
Church primarily for that?
Some churches are first misson centersThey have the thermometer up in front and the
map on the wall and the people hear a bunch of missionary reports from the pulpit. Okay, I
openly acknowledge that every church is supposed to spread the Good News in every possible
way, butwasthat Godbés chief intention for the Church
Some churches are above everything else, information centersTheir main purpose is to
pour out biblical material, and the buzzwords are teachings and teachers. The people come to fill
their notebooks and their heads, and the ones with fat notebooks and full heads are the spiritual
winners. (No, | did not say what you thought | said!)
Again, lhavetoas k, i s that Gododés idea of the Chur c
Other churches are mainly program centersT h e yplatforensd stages, reallyd which
have one extravaganza after another. You hear
til| next week! Webre going to have a gospel
with a dummy who looks like Moseswhowi | I bl ow your mind! o How ab
eternal plan mean for Christianitytomer el v be equi val ent to Chri sti
Some churches are fellowship centers, where the emphasis is on body life and relational
theology and discipling and small groups and the function of gifts and all that. Relationships are
great, but still, was this Goddés first goal f
foundation of the worl d?o
Then we see some churches as counseling centersr rescue missionsr training schools
All these are good and important and must be a sign , and all may be part of what we are trying

to do or be. However, my question is whether
The Church?

| would argue, no. The Lord ordainedt he Chur ch for himself. The
functi on, as also the individual believerds f

He himself must be the first priority of the church!

i M aGod give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,
so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and father of our Lord
J esus ORomans 5t50



I n him we were also chosen in order that
Ephesians 1:11, 12

Qx D

2

And h e diofghe Hody,¢he chueckaso that in everything he might have
h e s u pdrCelossacsy: B

—+

ASo that the name of our 6 Udhesshlonbtr s sus may be
1:12

AThrough Jesus, therefore, | etaiusedoconti nua
Hebrews 13:15

AYou are chosen people that you may decl ar
out of darkness ionlPeter28i s wonder f ul l i ght o

The Church is for Christ! Well then, as Ra
Church! Everything it does is to focus on Him! The members are to be gathered around Him!
Their praises ascending to Him!o

Once we are able to truly worship our Father, we will find obedience to what he says. As
Ray Ortlund explained, 0 Otmatcthe Charehistoeahupward, o0 wor s
to reach within, and to reach out. First to glorify him. Secondly, to build each other up in love.
Thirdly, to evangelize the world.

Ray Ortlund continued, i But t he second and thirdhefuncti c
the first is seen to bed and faithfully practicedasdo f i r st . 0O

Now | could spend pages and pages describing how and why we can worship the
awesomeness of God. But that is something you
to you. Give yourself the opportunity to fall in love with your Father.

| know you have a thirst, and | invite you to come and drink from me. | am the
one who wants to comfort you. | bought you and I will complete the work | began
in you. I still delight in you and claim you as my own; | rejoice over you as a
bridegroom rejoices over his bride. Although you have lost sight of me, I will
never fail you or forsake you.

| know your manifold transgressions and pain; | know all of the mighty sins
and frustrations you hold on to, yet my grace is sufficient for you. | have cast all
your sins and hurts behind my back; I have trampled them under my feet, and
thrown them into the depths of the ocean! | have washed away all your sins and
pain; | have swept them away like the morning mist, scattered them like the
clouds. Oh, return to me, for | have paid the price to set you free.

You are troubled and worried about many things; trust me with all your heart.
| know how to rescue my people from their trials. My Spirit helps you in your
distress. Let me strengthen you with my glorious power. | have never withheld
anything from youd | did not spare my Son but gave him up for your sake. If |
have done this for you, can you not believe that | will provide for you everything
that you need? March on, my dear one, with courage! Never give up. | will help
you. | will uphold you.



When you go through deep waters and great trouble, 1 will be with you. When
you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through
the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume
you.

| will never tire or sleep. I will stand beside you. | wish to hide you in the
shelter of my presence. When you are troubled, 1 will go ahead of you, directing
your steps and delighting in every detail of your life. When you stumble, you will
not fall, for I promise to hold you by the hand. I will guide you along the best
pathway for your life.

I will make you fruitful in a the land of suffering, trading beauty for ashes, joy
for mourning, praise for despair. | live with the low spirited and spirit crushed. |
will put new spirit in you and get you on your feet again. Weeping may go on all
night, but joy will come with the morning. If I am for you, who can ever be
against you?

Look to me and I will throw my arms around you, lavish attention on you, and
guard you as the apple of my eye. | know you feel I have neglected you, but |
rejoice over you with singing and great joy every time | hear your name. My
thoughts of you cannot be counted; they outnumber the grains of sand! Nothing

can ever separate you from my | ove. Death
and the demons canot . You |l oneliness canot

Your fears for today, your worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell
that have sought to destroy you can not keep my love away.

You have sometimes said, AThe Lord h
me. 0 But can a mother forget her nursi
she has borne? Even if that were possible, | would not forget you! | paid for you
with the precious lifeblood of Christ, my sinless, spotless Lamb. No one will
snatch you away from me. I have written your name on my hand. I will call you
my friend. Why, the very hairsonyourhead ar e al | number ed.
you are valuable to me.

Give me your burdens; | will take care of you. I know how weak you are, that
you are made of dust. Give all your worries and cares to me, because | care about
what happens to you.

Remember, | am at hand. Come to me when you are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. | delight in you, and I can be trusted to keep my
promises. Come and drink the water of life.

You loving Father,
God

Take that to the bank and treasure it always. That is a message to you from your Father.
Let the Words soak in and draw you even deeper. My friend, to paraphrase what A.W. Tozer
wrote, unless you find God in personal experience, you are no better off for having heard the
truth. The Biblei s an&nd initself,i t 6 s agneama fo bripg you to an intimate and
satisfying knowledge of God, that you can enter into Him, that you can delight in His Presence,
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may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and center of their
hearts.

As Tozer weWetpursaerGodtbesauss, angonly bacause, He has first put an
urge within us that spurs us to the pursuit. ‘'No man can come to me," said our Lord, “except the
Father which hath sent me draw him," and it is by this very prevenient drawing that God takes
from us every vestige of credit for the act of coming. The impulse to pursue God originates with
God, but the outworking of that impulse is our following hard after Him; and all the time we are
pursuing Him we are already in His hand: "Thy right hand upholdeth me." In this divine
“upholding' and human “following' there is no contradiction. All is of God, for as von Hugel
teaches, God is always previous.0

The joyous reality is that once The Church is focused on worshiping Yeshua, we are
drawn to His Church and the world outside the walls of The Church. This study is my call for us
to allow Goddés family to dominate our | ife.
this particular area has been too often misunderstood and neglected.

Over the years | have seen in the lives of many Christians, a sense of incompleteness or
dissatisfaction with what they had expected compared with what they were experiencing. Maybe
a hungering would describe it betterd a hunger for a real and meaningful Christianity. It may be
that they are simply tired of the fisame ol 0,

This hunger seems to be intensified by our natural awkwardness in relating with other
people. Maybe i t oGr shyness, inhibitions, or just plain clumsiness in handling each other.

| remember that before | was married, | had these wild and wonderful dreams of what
marriage would be like. | readily admit that most of my visions of marriage were jaded by the
television shows of my youth. My favorite shows included Ozzie and Harriet Father Knows
Best The Donna Reed Shpand Leave It to BeaveiThose families seemed to live out an honest
and simple life.

In my mind, marriage would be romps in the park and Sunday picnics; snowball fights in
the winter; tumbling in the leaves during cool autumn days; lots of kissing and hugging.

| saw ourselves forever desperately in love, as we played house in our quaint little
apartment that was completely furnished. I would strive in every way to meet her needs, and my
wife would always look totally happy, sexy, and cherished. | would be both strong and tender,
arrive home from work as fresh as when 1 left. | would always remember birthdays, and
anniversaries. Not to mention the exact time we kissed for the first time or held hands. (Although
| can tell you the place)

My wife, on the other hand, would be sharp enough to hold down a good job and still get
home before me. She would be waiting at the door when I arrived, so she could simply fall into
my arms. Over her shoulder | would survey a shining, polished house, and smell the aroma of
dinner ready to be enjoyedd unless, of course, she should playfully steer me first into the
bedroom.

Somehow, the bills always stayed paid. Trash never accumulated. Nobody ever vomited,
burped, had bad breath, or passed gas. When we smiled, we never had food caught between our
teeth. (One time when Patrice and | were enjoying a bowl of chocolate pudding, | said something
that made her burst out laughing . . . with a mouth full of pudding . . . that landed all over my
face.) Laundry never piled up; diapers never got dirty; and children were perfect angels at all
times. In fact, they came already trained and disciplined!



Guess what? The first surprise we had after we were married was how different things
really were! And how different the two of us were! Of course, we were still in loved but how
could my wife be so different from what I envisioned, beyond all reasonable expectations?
(Although, I am sure I was just as she imagined.)

AThe first reddenke Ipewasonmasai d, #Al thought, 0
was better at Momdés! 60

When my wife and | were first married, | worked a midnight to 8:30 a.m. shift for a
major department store, while she worked a 9-to-5 shift. Because | worked in retail, and we were
married one week before Christmas, | had to beg to get off for our wedding night. Wed i d n 6 t
even have a honeymoon until March of the following year.

The point is we all have wild and crazy expectations of marriage that come sizzling
straight off the pages of novels!

Of course | have been facetious here. Married life for my wife and | has been rich, as rich
as | have known all of life to be. Maybe even richer in its complexity. As you can imagine, while
raising twins plus two, we have experienced many struggles and hardships over the past 27
years. Nevertheless, through it all we have sought harmony. For me the marriage adjustment was
something | went through rather effortlessly, unconsciously. Such is the love we know.

| have noticed though, in the Body of Christ we tend to experience the same things. We
love to talk about and dream about relationships, but the reality is ours often seem to be self-
serving, phony, disappointing, or at least just plain unappealing.

All around you are Christians who are waiting for your input, lonely for your love,
hungry for what you know about Jesus that they d o rkidow yet. They need what you have to
offer; and conversely, you need what they have to offer.

The point is to expose yourself to the right people, at the right time, in the right places.
That 6s what t hi slwanthoddlpegou find thodeyeoplesand & bhowuybu how
to put your lives together when you do.

| saw a list one time of ways the New Testament tells us to relate with each other as
Christians. When you eliminate the repetitions, did you know they boil down to only 13? Look:

Suffering together. | Corinthians 12:26

Rejoicing together. Romans 12:15

Carrying each atitnh6e2r 6s bur dens. Gal
Restoring each other. Galatians 6:1

Praying for one another. Romans 15:30

Teaching and admonishing one another. Colossians 3:16
Refreshing one another. Romans15:32

Encouraging one another. Romans1:12

Forgiving each other. Ephesians 4:32

10. Confessing to one another. James 5:16

11. Being truthful with one another. Ephesians4:32

12. Spurring one another toward good deeds. Hebrews 10:24
13. Giving to one another. Philippians 4:14-15
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The question at the bottom of that page sa
living, functioning local body that I myself am functioning in all these ways, and so living as a
well-r ounded, heal thy, contributing member of th



You have to place yourself deeply within a living, functioning local body to begin to give
and take at deep levels.
Do n Idtthat phrase go by you too quickly. You must place yourself deeply. Ify ou 6 r e
going to run off every weekend to recreate, or stay home some Sundays to catch church by
television, or even go c huyaouhdoyggopapdtenrigle and t hi
price. Yes, you need some time away from it all, but if it becomes your habit, your fellow
believers will move into each other, close the gap, and learn to get along without you. T h e me 0 s
substitute for constant, faithful exposure to your local family of God.
T h ayour gart. However, i tadwo-way street. Your church has to be living and
functioning. How can you tell if you are in the right church? It d o e $avedatbe large, and it
will never be perfect! Nevertheless, it must be alive and functioning. As Sam Shoemaker once
said, AYou canodét put a live chick under a dea
| d o rca¥ethow large or small your church is, if it goirgy to be the right place for you, it
has to be a place where you can minister life and exercise your various gifts. It also has to be a
place where you can be ministered. It has to work both ways! D o nwedr yourself out in the
service trying to hang on because they need you (need you for what?). If there i s enéugh life
in the Spirit there for them to pour back into you, get out of there! Jesus said, i Wher e t wo or
t hree ar e gat h enotgust gathered, INeywwoulN benmehe midst. . 0
On the other hand, d o rb&tdo proud, too shy, or too busy to receive the life when it is
there! Realize though, many church people have the true Gospel of Christ in their hearts;t h ey 6 r e
full of potential; but closed-up. They d o rki@ow how to love each other. The acting out of our
love is something we all need to learn.
Look at the Apostle Paul. He could have easily had been a loner. Whether it was easy or
not, he made sure he made his way deeply into the lives of many other believers. In his letter to
the Roman Church, he greets specific people by name, at the risk of omitting many others. He
names twenty-seven men and eight women.
He mentions Phoebe, a businesswoman traveling to Rome who carried his letter for him.
(As Donald Barnhouse wrote, fAThe Reformati on
He mentions Aquilla and Priscilla, a married couple in business together, who often
traveled with Paul.
He mentions Erastus, city treasurer of Corinth. In 1929, a pavement was uncovered which
was inscribed to say, AEr ast Esgidenthakradtustvaha s pave
Christian big shot.
He mentions Tertius, his scribe. In other words, Paul mentions big people, little people,
women, men, and all kinds and probably all shapes and sizes. He got deeply into their lives. He
knew them and they knew him. In | Thessalonians he talks about how he worked right by their
side, and cared for them as a father cares for his children or a mother tends to her babies
We must love the Church! The grandparents, the children, the middle-agers, the young
people, the mystics, the pragmatics, the theologians, the simplest, the immature, and the deep,
the visionaries and the plodders, the faithful committee workers who make it happen and the
laggards who have to be cajoled! Everybody! We must love the Church! Whether they want you
to or not. Whether they take hold of you withbotharmsor hol d you off at ar mé
love the Church!
When you do, you will find how the multi-faceted, richly diverse Body of Christ will
stretch and challenge you in a thousand ways more than one person ever could.



| ¢ a ex@lain the miracle of the Church, but | do know that we need all the relationships
God will give us. Each believer represents a different facet of Jesus Christ. As we are baptized
into a life of fellowship in the Spirit, we are plunged into Christ Himself. Doctrinally, we are
baptized into Christ at the moment of our conversion. Experientially, you might say, we are
baptized into Christ as we are daily immersed in our fellow believers.

AFrom Him the whole body, joined and hel d
ligament, grows and builds itselfupinlove , as each p®&rt does its
Ephesians 4:16

We need to lay down our weapons. We need to take a vow as seriously as our marriage
vows that we will love the church for better and for worse, until death do we part. Did you notice
that Ephesians 4:16 said itw 0 u | dork@rilesseach part does its job? We need to find the tools
so we can forge meaningful and loving relationships in the Body of Christ. My hope is that this
study will help.

My goal in these series of studies is to motivate you to seek out this type of lifestyle. This
is the life we are called to live. Each chapter began its life as an individual teaching, given over a
four-year period in 1981 through 1984. Afterward, | noticed how they seemed to follow a
similar, yet unintentional, train of thought. After a time, it seemed right to put them together in
one study.

How can | explain why |1 dm covering this
bus, for a moment. Every bus has a sign on the front telling you whereitb g oi ng. A Downt ow
AEast Main. o0 |t théesd dbirmg, ytolue whestei nati on. To i
why not put a sign out front that said Koinonia practiced herel h a the@geek word translated
fellowship communioncommonlt could even be translated communication

| d o mfess to have all the secrets uncovered yet. Many teachers have much better
understanding of these truths than I do. In fact, the writings of many other teachers such as Ray
and Anne Ortlund, Ray Stedman, Juan Carlos-Ortiz, Charles Swindoll, Derek Prince, and others,
have inspired thisstudy. As A. W. T o z Bhoughhiha fere withanimel seemsisraall at
times, | hope there may be some that can light their own candle from its flame.o Il Timothy 1:6
instructs us to fan the flame of the inner fire, and t h awthad Ism attempting to do to you. Join
me as we wander through these various studies and see what we can learn. Just sit back and
enjoy!



Let the Rain Fall

| am convinced there is a needd a hungerd for real, honest, Christian relationships
because people are tired of playing church. They want the real thing. Look what J. B. Phillips
said about the early church:

Al't i s heartening to remember that this
and flourished in conditions that would have killed anything less vital in a matter
of weeks. These early Christians were on fire with the conviction that they have
become, through Christ, literally sons of God. They were pioneers of a New
Kingdom. They still speak to us across the centuries. Perhaps if we believe what
they believed, we might achieve what they

I think we could also say that if we lived what they lived, we would experience what they
experienced.
Remember the old song from B.J. Thomas, Raindops are Falling on My He&lMaybe
t hat & shappering tb @s.4 et me explain. Back in the early days, the Promised Land God
gave to the Israelites was kind of like Kansas: plenty of rich soil, bountiful harvest, productive
farm land.
Today, much of it is more like Arizona: dry and dusty. Although, God promises it will
someday be just like Kansas again. You see, in Israel, there used to be two rainy seasons each
year: the early rains and the latter rains. The early rains started in the fall, somewhere possibly
around November, with some preliminary showers. Then intermittent rains lasting two or three
days each. These continued through December and more or less through the rest of the winter.
Then in the springtime, with the approach of harvest, heavy rains returned, and these were the
latter rains of in-gathering. In other words, the early rains prepared the soil to receive the seeds
and the latter rains came just before harvest time.
Two rainy seasons a year wer eondgygHd:@3sid)r ewar d
and made the place like Kansas. Bethlehem means House of Breadnd was part of the wheat and
barley fields harvested so richly by Boaz, Ruth, and the rest. However, God kept warning the
Israelites that if they continued in deliberate sin, He would withdraw the spring rains (Jeremiah
3:3 and 5:24-25). They did. He did. Consequently, the land became a rocky, dry Arizona. The
big difference will come when God really makes the newly in-gathered Jews the center of his
world of righteousness and justice (Ezekiel 34:11-13) and returns to the land of Israel its spring
rains (Ezekiel 34:26). Then the earth will really yield its crops (Ezekiel 34:27) just as He
intended from the beginning. Then Israel will again be good pasturef or Goddés Jewi sh p
(Ezekiel 34:14).
Very soon,t h e gomgtesbe a great world revival and a turning to God. The Jews are
going to be-Sthhoet swo rWwidsh feBiieg yone hanging onto
prophet Joel tried to comfort Israel with this same prediction:

AfBe glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in th
teacher for righteousness. He sends you abundant showers both autumn and
spring rains as before and afterwards, 1 will pour out my Spirit on all people, your



sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young

men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour my

Spirit in those days. | will show wonders in the heavens and on earth, blood, fire,

and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord and everyone who
callsonthename of t he L @dod228,28-32 be savedo

The amazing thing is, 10 days Penfecosethe Jesusod
early rain of Holy Spirit revival descended. They were great. Three thousand peopéecepted
Jesus in one day and in those powerful moments, the Church was born. Peter stood up and
del i berately |linked what Wegsotedthe gxgutsame pasgge wi t h J
that I quoted to you.
What God has done is what He does so often: He has blended two events into one and
you ¢ a rsepatate them except by hindsight.
For over 2,000 years now we have seen occasional showers of the Holy Spirit, little
glimmers of revival here and there, some of them quite noteworthy, to be sure, but nothing like
what 6s going to come!
The Bible predicts an even greater outpouring compared to what happened following
JesusO ascensi on .onedity detusalemnTdis oaerwill wffecatlie ivlole t e d
world (Matthew 24:14). The first affected a few thousand people. The latter revival will affect
untold billions (Isaiah 45:22-23). Sure, it was an authentic rain, but small compared to the spring
rain that will come, the rain that we are on the brink of right now.
Throughout the Bible, God manifested Himself in the earth as fire and lightning, a cloud,
wind and rain. However, never all four at the same time. He will in this hour! Tell me, what is it
called when you have rain and clouds and wind and lightning? | t agtsrm. A flood of spiritual
power is coming. God is about to manifest himself as a cyclone of sweeping spiritual power.
D.M. Patton writes,ivast |l y mor e was wr applgSpiritshgn i n t he
the Church has yet experienced, or than the world has yet seen; and the Spirit himself thus
reveals that while the Christian centuries ar
today, standing in the last of the last days, are on the edge of a second and more tremendous
upheaval of the Holy Spirit.o
There has never been such a renewed interest in the lifestyle of the early Church or such
zeal in patterning after it as there is today. We are tired of playing church, the dead formalism.
We are tired of the crusting over of tradition and pomp and rote. We are eager to recapture the
simplicity, and reality of authentic Christianity, and | am convinced the Jesus wants his church
back.
In this study w e Ogpirgg to look very carefully at chapters 2 through 7 of the book of
Acts, particularly Acts 2-4. In there we have a description of the believers in the first fullness of
the Holy Spirit, living exactly as He led them to without any outside interference.
It was pure in-the-Spirit-living. None of them were perfect. They were people just like us.
They had diapers to change; noses to wipe; jobs to work; and everything else we face. They were
simply blessed to live during the drenching of the early rains of the Spirit. How much more of a
blessing will it be for us, in the latter outpouring? Every time | read the story of the early church
and read the testimonies of men and women of that time, | long to identify with them. I long to
be a part of the same people movement which rediscovers authentic Christian lifestyles. So hang
on, folks, wedre going to get wet Ocuz right

10



Life in the Church

Earlier, | mentioned Acts2-4 as being a central focus for
see if we can catch the spirit of the early Christian lifestyle.

AThey devoted themselves to the Apostl esa
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and the
Apostles did many wonders and miraculous sign. All the believers were together
and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to
anyone, as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to theirnumberdaily t hose who weAcB248-47i ng savedo

| know, youbve read it man podytlifelmthiskthisie f or e,
a lifestyle we could recapture today. It d o e all fartcommunes, or any special circumstances.
The only requirement is a commitment to experience all that the Lord has for us.
Imagine 3,120 brand new believers living out such a radical life together. They devoted
themselves. (Catch the intensity of that). These were real people just like you and me. They still
had jobs to hold down, stil]l had to clean the
that normal people have to do. However, they wanted to be together so they got together. They
began living by a new set of priorities.
Look at the kind of life these Christians were living: First, they devoted themselvésthe
Apost | e s.orhatwasaverything thesA\postles had seen Jesus do and heard Him say.
Eventually they got it all written down; now we call it the New Testament. Maybe our equivalent
would be a Bible Study.
Second, they devoted themselves to the fellowship That was simply being together for
the joy of being together. They probably figured there was no sense drawing their stimuli from
non-Christians who have nothing to contribute, when they could be absorbing more and more of
the life of Christ from within their Christian friends. I d o rthank it was a deliberate cut-off from
the world to be exclusive. My guess is that their fellowship was the strong base from which they
reached out to others. And the Lord added to their numbers daily those who were being saved.
Obviously, there is far more power for evangelism in this close knit community than we find
today. Although we say it is to win them for Christ, we have diluted our spirits by too much
exposure to the world.
Third, they devoted themselves to breaking breadogether. | 6 sare this meant
Communion, but I think it meant other mealstoo.Let 6 s use our i maginati on
might have been like. Here was Thomas with a roomful of new believers in a home together.
They were singing, praying, laughing together, sharing their trials, and listening to Thomas
teach. Suddenly one of themslapshi s f or ehead. Al dondét believe
even notice, the kidsmustbe st arving. O

Everybody | ooks shocked and frustrated. Th
tal ki ng, and 1611 break out eakmetulpi.ndls cmah dwm
hoping weddnglo |owerctkiede some bread and jelly f
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My guess is that the meals just happened that way at first. Since they added so much to
the fun and close feelings, besides extending the time, they began to be planned.
The fourth ingredient in their life together was the prayersin the Greek,t h e thee 0 s

article thein frontof it. | ttdbhse same word as in Acts 3:1 where
were going up to the temple at the time of theprayers 6 | n ot her words, the p
stated times for worship in the temple, and all the believers went together.

| tidtesesting to learn that inthe MiddleEa st , a devout Muslim stop

doing, unrolls his prayer rug, and genuflects with his forehead to the ground seven times a day.

In Israel, there used to be a daily morning and evening sacrifice and the Jews prayed at
three appointed times during the day: the third, sixth, and ninth hours. One translation of Acts
3:1 states that Peter and John went up to the temple at the ninth houof prayer. In Acts 10:9; we
read that Peter went up on the housetop to pray at about the sixth hour

When the believers went to the temple i t obveous most of the temple leadersd i d n 6 t
know Jesus as their Messiah, but the believers went there because their Savior had regularly gone
(Luke 4:16). They al so s agw itnhgadt wahse ah arbiigth toefo u
by going, they spurred each other toward good deeds (Hebrews 10:24-25). Yes, there were
spontaneous meetings around the Lord in homes, which were great. However, there were also the
stated, regular public meetingsd whether they felt like it or not.

Obviously many former activities had to go for the early Christians. They eliminated and
concentrated. They continually devoted themselves to these new priorities.

We have to check our lifestyles to see if we have eliminated the clutter from our lives.
The reason is to give ourselves, and those around us who want to go hard after God, to Bible
Study, to fellowship, to eating together, and to the regular services of the church.

Amazingly, the lifestyles of the early Christians w e r alhtl@attwas affected. Their
money and their possessi 0ns sumprookthatithenheartti at el vy
were changed). They fAbegan selling . : . and
AAl'l the believers were one in heart and mind
his own, but they shared everything they had . . . There was no needy persons among them. For
from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

and put it at the Apostlesdéd feet, and3)it was

Let 6s ponder that one. Here was Barthol omev
Tertius. AJust when hebs growing so well in C
di scourage him. Now | know, Fat heholdwngoyto.you ga

Its price can tide over Bart until he gets the right new job and everything can go along smoothly
for him. Praise the Lord!o

By giving, they demonstrated their love. Because they demonstrated their love, they were
loved. Giving to each other stimulates love within the body.

When the Holy Spirit comes in power in the lives within a body, the claims of the group
become higher than the claims of the individuals. This is always true in times of revival and
ti mes of Godods agrpue The @ld Testarher sraelites gpve up eheir jewelry
to build the tabernacle! When Moses first gave the call for the offerings, he simply said,
A A n y who s willingto bring an offering or skilled in some kind of trade, come and build the
tabernacl e 0 ( ELx9.) .3 5T:h5e nwho \tas wilkngagdavhose heart moved hicame
and brought an offering to the Lord and they continued to bring freewill offerings morning after
mo r ni n g-®6:3). Bodhe @idt that Moses had to tell them to stop bringing their offerings
because they had too much! Wouldn@ that be great to see in our churches today?
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True Christianity is more than a verbal explanation of life. I t adway of life. A twenty-
four-hour a day, demanding, challenging, courageous way of life.
| like what Steve Camp has to say about the demands of our Christian lives:

AThereds safety in complacency but Godods
into a life of complete surrender to the cross. To live dangerously is not to live

recklessly butright eousl y and it i s because of Godos
can risk living a |ife of radical obedi enc

Unfortunately, many people these days are accepting Christianity as an explanation of
life. They a r ewilling to acceptitasawayofl i f e. Many supposed AEvang
live lives that are no different from those of the world. We make too much of their intellectual
assent. Christi s naldirtg us to accept His explanation, but to practiceawayoflife. That 0s
radi catougherThat 6s

You c a dive an isolated life. You must mesh your life as closely as possible with other
believers. No snobbery. No privileges. All together, sharing the same ideas (the Apostles
doctrine), the same friends (fellowship), the same practices (breaking of bread), and the same
religious habits (public prayers).

Several years ago | listened to a young couple talk about the passage that says if you have
two coats, to give to him who has none. Well, they had recently remebered that they were now
over the median income of the other church members, so they were a two-coat family now, and
that gave them the responsibility of caring for the others.

They also remembered that while the husband was in college, they were the ones with no-
coat; and many times believers would slip them money or put a bag of groceries in the back
door. Consequently, they increased their giving within the church, but were also looking for the
ones who needed their help.

Others have reached out to my wife and me with assistance during our times of difficulty.

People have left groceries for us as well. During a time of very serious financial need, we
received several thousand dollars from different brothers and sisters.

Patrice and I in turn have reached out to help other families with groceries, or money or
simply a shoulder on which to cry. Sometimes our service was something as simple as letting a
college student use one of our cars for a trip home or providing leftover carpeting to cover the
floor of a singl e nrasalvings beénshat b veetsebarneed)thentheOur r ul e
Lord must want us to do something about it. We never consider whether we can afford it. Our
Brothers need is all that matters.

The LivingBiblppar aphrases Romans 12: 13 t hrieed, way:
yoube t he one to help them out .doo ePsapttbrddllthe and |
Pastor or the Elders of the church. It makes no mention of calling the ministry team. It tells you
to help them. | n ,Ednthosd tratsHur®igrumber onk recémsnendaton k
is to get your eyes off your own problems and begin to help others out of their problems.

Sharing in the family of God is a sure sign of authenticity. I love it when we can get so

comfortable with each otherthat we <can t hi nk, AHey, this sweat
mor e, I t hi nk | $emtbto uct orishidndmdbusls @pdasertas we use the
word charity these days: it is charity in its old usaged just pure love in the Body!

Inmany fellows hi ps 1 tés a common practice to supp

or for someone that has had major surgery or any kind of situation that needs the extra help.
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Some times, the women will get together and go clean their house if the mother is laid up for
some time. Sometimes you find shared baby-sitting between couples. The list goes on and on.
The bottom line is if there is a need, there is a way to meet that need.
Those of wus in the family of God meed to |
There were many Old Testament laws to legislate this kind of attitude. For instance:

0 Youw e r dorct@rge interest on a loan to a fellow Israelite, only to a
foreigner. (That meant someone that did not know the Lord.) Deuteronomy
23:19-20.

0 If you requested payment on a loan, you were to stand outside a fellow
Israelites house. That way youw o u | stemdob pushy. Deuteronomy 24:10-
11.

0 When you harvested your crops, you w e r dorpidkiclean. Instead, you were
to leave some fruit on the tree, or leave your fallen wheat on the ground. This
would allow for the care of the needy and the stranger Leviticus 19:9-10.

0 You were to pay salaries immediately, and pay any debts as soon as you had
the money. You w e r dorhd@dt it when you had it. Deuteronomy 24:15.

0 You could always eat freely from any neigg
carry in your hands. You justc o u | bding gotr baskets Deuteronomy 23:24.

The list goes on. The point | 6trging to make is that there was certainly a strong sense of
ownershipd and even pride in ownership and respect of ownership. At the same time, the edges
were to slop over and nobody was to be upset or uptight about it. They were to learn to be
generous and loose with each other, because God is that way with all of us. Also realize the
reason those | aws had to be sweerldmeadwaldt for G
follow them. This kind of attitude d o e soméntaturally. However today, God has written His
laws on our hearts! We have been given a higher calling to live!
We 06 to @nsider ourselves simply stewards over all that we have, not hoarders.

We have a lot to learn about this area of stewardship in very practical, nitty-gritty ways.
| ti@psssible to get close to everybody in our churchortryto meet everybodyds nc¢
point is that we should be close enough to some, that when payday is three days away and they
have run short of cash, we know it and take care of it.
Let 6s | oo k47 and morAtame and sé if wean wrap up on the early
Christian lifestyles.

AEvery day they continued to meet togethe
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who wev¥rAtshie47Tng savedo
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Notice the two places their lives were centered. In the temple courts (we might say
church) and in their homes. Everybody can fit in the church, and small groups could fit in their
homes. Their lives included both.

It also says that they met daily. (And we think we are spiritual if we meet twice a week!)
Now donot forget that they were busy peop
However, now that eternity had come into view, it was a matter of eliminating thingsthatd i d n 6
matter any more.

When Patrice and | were leading a fellowship at Western Michigan Universityhere was
a particular young man | continually tried to include in events and gatherings. He always had the
same excuse: not enough time because of his studies and work (which, coincidentally, was the
same for every member of the group). Oddly though, when he met an attractive Coed, great
interest was created within him. Suddenly he had plenty of time! What happened? Well, he fell
in love. Maybe we need to fall in love with each other.

Verse 46 says that this lifestyle made for gladness, because it was self-less. They were in
essence saying Al will disciple you; | wi
cry with you; I will eat with you; 1 will worship with you; and whenever you have aneed, | 6 | |
take care of you.o

This kind of lifestyle also made for singlenessd or sincerityd of heart. There was both

unity and open reality, because it also s ,
laugh and cry with me; eat with me; worship with me; and care forme. We 6irre t hi s t oget h
No wonder it says that the fiLord added

saved. 0 It was contagious!

Alas, that was all a long time ago. The former rains diminished and quit. The world
became spiritually dry. The DARK AGES ensued.

|
t
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Then a monk named Martin Luther redi scover

by f &ereadhahddaith was reborn. Raindrops began to patter all around the world.

Then, a century or more ago, believe r s r edi scovered the meaning

return was the big news and the big study. From it, missions sprang to life; study editions of the
Bible; Bible schools; Bible conferences; camp meetings; para-church movements; and so on.
More showers here and there!

This generation of believers is rediscovering the meaning of love. We 6 reaehing for and
finding each other. There are new longings of unity; organizational unity by some, maybe, but
deeper than that by many. Denominational walls are breaking and falling. Ecumenical
communities are growing. Multi-denominational movements are on the rise.

Faith has been rediscovered. Hopehad been rediscovered. Now Love is being
rediscovered. The greatest of these is Love!

Right now w e 6tgo eigid and organize d when we try to copy
regular Sunday morning andevening...0 A Get i nt o..0s B4 Ihldbéttgrthanu p s
doing nothing!

We still need to study the early church. We need to try to recapture the spirit of their
together lifestyle, and we need to pray to make it happen! Then make it daily, and make it
accountable to.

Youc am@tve any of this AWell, Il went to
the Spirit. o Th
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worked a second shift on Saturday nightd t hen drove 63 miles every Su
you get your Obodpaltlo tthhee rpelsatc ewiadfl bfloe sl soiwll go

| visited a church in North Dallas, Texas, and had the opportunity to meet one family that
made a two-hour journey twice a week, just to attend that church. Theirreason?: A The Chur ch
that 6s al i ve, i sy owanetetiding facier whether your dhusch Wilebe |
aiveeWeused to say, li|] Idométheg@gochwrchugai ng! o

Everybody keeps talking about the last days. Are these the last days? Is Jesus going to
return soon? Are the latter rains of revival beginning to fall around the world? You would have
to be deaf, dumb or blind not to think so. Find out for yourself w h a hagpening in Africa,

Israel, South America, Korea, Indonesia, all over the United States, the former Iron Curtain
countries, China, Cuba, Ecuador, and in countries with a predominantly Muslim following. As
people of Narnia testified, AAslan is on the move . . .0

Whether y o u id theeright geographical place or not, revival can come to youd
personally. It can also come to your church, or family. | met one sister at that church in Dallas
many years ago and after talking to her for just a few minutes; it was obvious that she was on fire
with a holy zeal that was certainly contagious. | found out she accepted Christ as a teenager in
her native Norway, when revival was sweeping the land. She described how people talked about
Jesus continually on the streets, in the markets, in homes. She explained how they were
continually fellowshipping with each other and hard to break up the church meetings because
nobody wanted to quit. (Sounds like the place 1a like to be).

| asked if everybody in Norway became a Christian in those days. | mean, was it sort of a
bl anket thing? (It sounded |Ii ke a |l ogical q
hardly knew it was happening. o0 She explaine
on with their dry, empty services with a dozen old ladies and hundreds of empty pews.

Even during the three great awakenings in our country, many never knew it was
happening. Some even stepped out openly criticizing and condemning what was going on around
them.

ue
d

Then the Lord showed me how a gusher of rain can make water pour down the side of a
mountain. If it strikes a big rock, it just divides and goes around it. The rock can& stop the water
from rushing down the hill, but it will just sit there, as unmoved as though nothing was
happening. (Interestingly, through the continual pounding of the water, the big stone is
eventually washed away through erosion).

Each of us can be just like that big rock. We can have a great revival going on right in our
mi dst, see the joy of Godds | ove andhanged.| k awa
Maybet h awthéys t he Bi bl e says fAToday, i f you hear F
(Hebrews 4:7).

T h e mewdifs all around theworld. Ther eds exci t @ membubgarbout Je
to get back to the original Christian lifestyle. i ta@esv day! D o nbé dne of those rocks. Do n 6 t
l et Godbdbs revival pass by you!
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Why the Church?

| heard a speaker one time preach from Psalm 127:1AUnl ess t he Lord bui l

buil der s |IHaibsorexipnosviatiinono wastthhée bhbeseger sbensa
he deduced from that, Afirst the family, then
My heart was c¢crying out, HAHeresy! Heresy! o

| 6 neceived a bunch of criticism for what | 6 gwming to present to you. However, if you
will bear with me, maybe we can see through new eyes. You see, | contend that the Church is to
be second in priority only to God Himself. Look at the first three chapters in Ephesians. | see at
least four reasons to support my belief.

1: Because it pre-existed in the heart of God before the world began (Ephesians 1:4). No
other institution that God has ordained can make that claim.

2: Becauset he Chur ch 1 s ChrEphssian®1sll, 18). Thinkadod t he Fa
that a minute. What does God get out of sending His Son to die on the cross? He gets

us! And, hallelujah, He thinks thatods gre
3: Becauset he Chur ch iEphes@ans t:22-23). Dhe Chureh id His  (
Afullness, o0 His completion. I n a truer wa

complete Christ. He has put in His plan an absolute necessity for us. In a genuine
sense, the Church i s an®@rganization, but rather an organism.

4: Because the Church is convincing evidence to the universe that God is merciful,
good, and wise (Ephesians 3:9-10); and this demonstration is throughout all space and
time (Ephesians 3:20-21).

Repeating, none of these things is said by God of any other institution! Including the
family.
Now I realize the Church may seem at times to be a rag-tag affair without much rhyme or
reason. T h a @nl§ secause w e Olaoldng at the tapestry on the wrong side, with all its yarn
ends showing. We have to begintoseeit f r om Goddés swherewgseethed i ve. Tha
perfect image of Christ on the earth.
So we ¢ a rbddl mouth the Church. We ¢ a mpud any activity or group, not even any
para-church movement, above the Church .  The Church 1is Christds Bod
D o njddge that statement too quickly. | understandt h e a beégd@lifference between the
visible church and invisible. | know the local First Churchon the corner downtown is probably a
mixture of true believers and fakes. Precisely because we d o rhavd the eyes to see which is
which, we need to treat the whole visible church with respect!
Throughout the history of the Church, battles have been wage between this council and
that. We had our guns trained on what were probably our brothers and sisters, instead of on
Sat an, our true enemy. One day Goddés angel Wi
meantime, we have to be careful how we handle even the visible Church. You may not decide to
attend a certain one, that& okay, but you d o rhavd to take pot shots at it.
Think about how Christ identifies with the Church. Here was Saul, on the road to
Damascus, and Jesus stops and s ay sPaulthbughvhehaszvhy ar e
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only giving Christians a hard time, but thenh e  sVého age yai, L oJeswb &hswered, Al am
Jesus whom you are persecuting. o
To persecute a brother is to persecute Jesus. To speak roughly of a brother is to speak
roughly of Jesus. Totouch Hisdisci pl e is to touch Hi m! Ray Ortl
to learn to worship, but we wonoét | earn worsh
people with tenderness and reverence, we ador
Now this is great for discussions, but what are we suppose to do with it? Okay, let me
suggest at least four ways to begin to demonstrate this precious priority:
First, we need to guard and haesight4€2,3wi t h ca
instructs us to do: With complete humility, gentleness, and patience, w e Ota neake every effort
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. We d o rba@etour fellowship on how
godly the other Christian is, but rather on what Christ has done for both of us.
Acts 2:4 says all the believersvere filled with the Holy Spirit. T h a tbta@lg unifying.
T h e mahingexclusive or discriminatory about it.
When we share the Spirit of Christ and concentrate on him, differences shrink down, or
even melt away. If we settle on secondary things, we will bicker and argue. Too many occupy
themselves with the details regulating our lifestyles; or liturgies, ceremonies, and church
customs. Some argue about secondary doctrinal issues; or with affairs of government, political
parties, national issues, and so on.
We are drawn and held together by the Spirit on the basics; God, sin, death, sacrifice,
love. We must stay solidly on the basics to maintain unity.
When Patrice and I lived in Kalamazoo, Michigan, every Tuesday night during the
summer was a concert of the Kalamazoo Symphony. | remember one night sitting on the grass,
listening to the orchestra. Looking around | saw there were probably hundreds of us, very diverse
in our lives and philosophies, there were probably Republicans and Democrats, Catholics and
Protestants, people of faith and people of no faith, yet still, we were brought together to enjoy the
samething. T h a t 0 & e @stpposed to experience in our church. Christians need to
minimize their differences and be caught up together in their worship of Jesus Christ.

The second way to demonstrate our priority of the Church, and one very important way is
to repair any rift that comes along in the Body (Ephesians 4:31-32).
| 6stil disappointed over the split of those former partners, Barnabas and Paul, in Acts

1539-40. Paul and Barnabas were traveling and pr
John Mark (Colossians 4:10) to go along with them. Later when the going got tough, Mark
deserted. Barnabas could forgivehi m and | ater wanted to sign hin

way. o0 The debate got so hot that Barnabas too
partner, Silas (Acts 15:36-41).

Beginning in Acts 4:36, Barnabas was great. He was the onewho firstac cept ed Paul 6
conversion and introduced him to the rest of the Church. What happened that he lost his head?
After the fight we never hear about him again unless i t tt@ sad little note about him in Galatians
2:13. History also tells us that Barnabas began to follow false teachingsd the Gnostic Gospel and
was deemed a hereticd but John Mark re-joined Paul and wrote the Gospel of Mark.

The issue w a s doéirine, but personality. The issue w a s whd was right. | suppose if
you get right down to it, Paul was the hard guy. Paul was so dedicated he ¢ o u | sthml fort
Barnabasdés relative Mark to be |l ess dedicated
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is not Lord at al |l 0 c aevenorididalettines Acknomedging and unf
Chr i s dshpss a grawvimg commitment to Christ, but it& also not up to you to determine.

| t notsasy being a member of the family of God. As Mike Warnke said, AYou can pi
your friends, but youbo rcea rsdtacosekelationshipwithgup ur r el a
occasionally getting hurt, just the way you do in a physical family. We need to be careful that we
d o rbécdme too fussy, divisive and critical. One of the most amazing things I learned from my
wi f e 6 s whiclaigaiveryyarge and sometimes in-your-face, is that we can haved at timesd
heated argumentsd but afterward go to the movies together or give each other hugs . . .

Proverbs 14:4 says, fian empty stable stays clean, but there is no income from an empty
stable.0 If you a r erwmniirtg into conflict at times, maybe i tbécauset h e noeodtact. Think
of it this way; the only way to totally eliminate friction, is to eliminate contact. Even our most
profound convictions are not infallible. We h
although we remain true to our own. Unity is so important it must be highly prized, sought after,
and maintained! | realize there are many issues that stand without discussions. There are
absolutes to our faith. However, there are times when our conflicts a r eon thetabsolutes, but on
side issues.

The third way to demonstrate the high priority of the church is by accepting each other as
we are (Ephesians 5:1-2). The Church has a wonderful fragrance about it. We 06 to leve each
otherd period! We d o rla¥etbecause of worth, or looks, or wealth or spirituality.

When you begin to love someone, it could be your mate or a very special friend; you
come to a certain place in that relationship when you discover the real truth about that person. It
becomes uncomfortable. Tender areas are touched. You become vulnerable. We all have that
proverbial hidden can of worms or skeleton in the closet.

T h ad r@aldear many of us have. Many years ago | read a secular book that addressed
this issue called, If you really knew me, would you still love m&® may have been very
successful our entire life in covering up those sensitive areas with steel walls of resistance and
avoidance. Each one of us can be willing to be known up to that point, that tender spot, the place
of vul nerabil ity 0 slsdtduprrficialsWesnaykven,be trosa whg greolyu t i t
wilil ng to know someone el se up to that point,

We need to love right on through that painful area. We need to learn to love right on to
the end. Refuse to let go, even though you know everything about that person. Refuse to let go!
You also have to allow someone to love you beyond that painful area.

One of the things that brought me to the Lord was my need to be that opend yet still
accepted. | had lived my entire life behind a facade, a lie. My personal theme song was Behind
Blue Eyedrom The WhoNo one knew the truth about me. | was miserable, | was so afraid that
if people really knew me, the real me, they would never accept me.

Finally, | found a relationship that seemed secure. | finally found someone who loved me,
not the imaginary me, but the real, flesh and blood me. So I bore my soul to her. I confessed the
lie that | had lived for over ten years. It was the hardest thing | had ever done in my life! (It was
that repentance, and willingness to be straight that finally opened my heart to the Lord). |
continued to open up with other people | felt a sense of security. Every one of them continued to
accept me and support me. They d i dthr@vtme aside, or reject me. (Except the first one, the
one | thought would be the only one to stay).

What | learned through all that pain was that fragile love i s wdith any thing, anyway. It
only loves up to that point of pain, then quits. Unfortunately, t h awthad nsost Christians
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experience. Theyares o afrai d t what i fdi dudipdverfecetwir hey ¢
fellow believers again.
Fortunately, there are those who are willing to go crashing right on through that threshold
of pain, to where they really know and are known themselves. Those are the ones that openly
confess that they a r eparf@ct mothers; that they scream at their children sometimes; that they
drink, or swear. They openly confess their addiction to pornography, or smoke cigarettes when
no one is around. Maybe they masturbate or have committed adultery.
There are all kinds of hidden things going on in the lives of Christians. Why do you think
James told us to confess our sins to each other? Becausew e 60 r e s ubp rmosey8 MOdWet o
confess our sins in order that we could pray for each other so you may be delivered. For
goodness sakes! The Lord i s hudding His Church from the best the world has to offer. He 6 s
taking those that are messed upd the foolish of theearth. A Si ng wi th j oy . .
heard, and say, 00 Lord, s a&endromthe u rendpobtiep | e 6
earth. Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a
great throng will return. They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will
lead them beside streams of waterona | e v e | path wher e (Jeramahy wi | | n
31.8,9. A" Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms ar
feet,d so that, the | ame (dabewsidl?) be di sabl ed,
| occasionally see a bumper sticker thatsays: iChr i st i ans arenodot perf ec
forgiveno | used to think a backslider wrote it, but | had missed the truth there. Iti s & rdeéns
of excusing our failures and sins, bund simply
the support of our brothers and sisters.

The fourth and final way to demonstrate the high priority of the church is by adapting and
fitting in with each other (Ephesians 5:21). | t so important to become Inter-dependent! Notice
that the Macedonians first gave themselves to God and then to Paul and company (Il Corinthians
8:5). Paul had done it, too; the first thing he did after he gave himself to Christ was to submit to
other Christians (Acts 22:10-16).
Everybody in Godos fbedyerisd Tyh awhat hakesithatio mi t t o
there. It takes courage to plunge into the life of the Body. We ¢ a rbédldners any more. Wec a n 6 t
do what we want to do, when we want to do it. We 0 to ke responsible for each other.
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Understanding Dust and Stars

| believe we d o rfuiction well within the Church because we h a v eeandhe
difference between dust and stars. Let me explain.

In Genesis 13:16, when Abram chose his land and decided to settle in it, God said to him,

AAbr am, Il wi | | tees khedustyobthereartdi @ s c e nd an

Genesis 15:6, states that Abram fAbelieved
righteousness. o The remainder of our faith re
statement, God sai d, belapplediin,asthectars 0 dTehsec ednoduabnlt es
promise is repeated in Genesis 22:17 when the
descendants asnumerous as the stans the sky and as thesand on the seashored

Take a look at this analogy of dust and stars. Even a casual student of the New Testament
understands that Abraham actually received a double line of descendants. First, you have the
Jews, Abrahamdés earthly des oumanodsasmustsTheb,yout hei r
have all the believe r s, Abr ahambés heavenly aeuseosnasdants by
stars. Abraham ended up with two great families! Unless we keep these families separate, we 6 | |
get into all kinds of problems. The beautiful thing we have in common is the same father,

Abraham.

The entire Old Testament is a story of the
descendants, the Jews. Their family structure was strictly physical. They were born into their
immediate family, and into a certain clan with a common paternal ancestor. The clan within the
tribes, all ascended from twelve brothers. The tribes within the nation Israel were all physically
related.

In that set up, the physical father was also the spiritual head of the home. He was
answerable for the sins and successes of the mother and the children. He provided the
information for census taking; he was responsible to teach his family and lead them in all things,
including spiritual things.

Now the New Testament doesn@ remove the former, but brings in a new order. And fi b y
calling thi,dec chvaesn amatd e6 nt ehve(Hebraws 8&:t 1 Jan)e. olbtsdod ett he
of Abrahamoés s plittdhsteu &It od s odnd &aawmtse. who have b
Jesus Christ. God counts it to them as righteousness, as he did their spiritual father Abraham.

There are no physical fathers, clans, or tribes here. No one is born into it by natural birth; we
must be fiborn ag dadpriualfarmly. o i t, because

The differences between the Old and New Testaments are striking. Even the meanings for
identical words change. The word family is used around 200 times in the Old Testament, and it
always means physical family. However, in the New Testament that all changes. Luke 2:4, still
in the culture of the Old Testament and of the law, uses the word family in referring to a physical
family for the last time, saying that Joseph was of the house and family of David. Afterthat,i t 6 s
gone.

The word family does appear twice more, in Acts 3:25 and in Ephesians 3:15, in the first
instance referring to mankind in general (all the families of the earjtand then, even broader,
whole family in heaven and earth.
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Obviously, from the cross on, physical families are never mentioned in the Bible.
Households are mentioned, yes, including servants, houseguests, anybody under a single roof,
but never physical families in the strict sense that the Old Testament had used the word.

The word fatheris used around 600 times in the Old Testament and it practically always
means physical father. Seven times God is poetically called father (Jeremiah 3:4,19; 31:9;
Deuteronomy 32:6; Isaiah 63:16; Malachi 1:6), but the Israelites d i drealdytthink of him that
way. On the other hand, the word father occurs about 300 times in the New Testament, and it
almost always means God. It was a wonderful new concept of Him!

Brotheroccurs around 200 times in the Old Testament and meant physical brother. It
occurs nearly 100 times in the New Testament and nearly always means brother in the Christ.
Childrenin the Old Testament meant physical offspring. In the New, it takes on the tender
meaning of spiritual children, as in Ephesians 5:1 and in I John.

The New Testament is definitely a family book, but i t ti@ spiritual family that comes
into prominence, whi ch i difesthepigotonwhichtge®ldr , and
and New Testaments swing, because He came to introduce the world to concepts they had never
thought of under the law. Certainly he supported that precious, God-given physical family; he
defended the sanctity of marriage (Mark 10:9) and he rebuked the Pharisees for avoiding taking
care of aging parents (Mark 7:10-13). However, Jesus was introducing a higher order of family
life than had ever been thought of, one we really h a v eamprdhended ourselves, but must
begin to discover.

First, we see Jesus when he was twelve. He had disappeared and after searching for him,
Jesus was found by his parents in the temple. His mother rebuked him; fiSon, why have you
treated us like this? Your Father and | have been anxiously searching for you.0 His answer put
them at a little distance, iWhy wer e you searching for me? Didn
Fat her @&&ukereverugseefdther when he says they d i dumddrstand what he was
saying to them (Luke 2:48-50). | should say not! Their Old Testament minds only knew of one
kind of father, like Joseph.

Now the next verse says he was still subject to his parents at that age, because he leaves
with them. Yet, he already began to demonstrate in his thinking some higher kind of priority than
he could give to an earthly father and mother.

H e r eharsyou will have to bear with me. Sometimes the Word of God gets a little too
hot to handle, unless you keep your heart open. We have to remember that Jesus always taught in
a powerful, revolutionary way. Wed o reggmit o mi nd i f it c@ebideas;wbi t t he
justd o nmant him to hit ours! However, in order to teach higher truths about the new spiritual
family that was emerging, Jesus taught by contrast. He said it a little stronger than you or | would
ever dare, or think was appropriate.

In Matthew and Luke Jesus say that he came to set members of physical families against
each other. He even added that anyone who loves his father or mother or his son or daughter
more than him is not worthy of him (Matthew 10:34-37). In Luke 14 he says it even more
daringly; flf anyone comes to me and does not hatehis father and mother, his wife and children,
his brothers and sistersd yes, even his own lifed he can not be my discipleo (Luke 14:26).

Now what can these words mean? The one who said them is the very personification of
Love!Dondt get mad aJluststmlewith me and wedvihl Begin tossee whatiGod .
IS trying to get over to us.

Look at Jesusod6 personal e Xx amp Ifistresgridett h hi s o
rebuff as a twelve-year-old, we see him next confronting his mother at his first public miracle,
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and he says to her, i De a rHew ovresagny & hewllecgused o y ou i
immediately afterward, they went home together (John 2:4, 12)

A short time later, whenh epseachi ng, someone calls out f
the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.
on with his sermon, but he dealtheWordobGodand bl ess
obey it o -28)L(Qukh&How did:| getfinto this?) However, hopefully we can begin to
see through the fog, and realize that our all-wise, all-loving Lord Jesus Christ seemed to be
giving priority to his spiritual family over his physical family.

Look what we have next, Jesus is preachin
mot her and your brothers are standing outsid
mother, and who are my brothers? For whoever does the will of my Father (catch that
relationship, too.) in heavenhewl84780y br ot her a

Why do we have these rebuffs? Why does Jesus seem to deliberately give attention to his
spiritual family at the expense of his physical family? Well, | can think of two possible reasons.

One, because his time was short, and he had to pour everything he could into strengthening the
believers, and particularly the twelve apostles, who would be the foundation pillars of the whole
church to follow.

Second, because he loved his especially chosen, God-given physical family so deeply that
he knew a lifestyle of total obedience to God was the only way to ultimately win them! They
di dmeegd hi s time for ti me 6svinksiatkesunshisedft t i ng h o me
Nazareth to prove himself a good brother and son of the family. They needed to see a life lived
wholly for God, and that would be the power they finally ¢ o u | rebist!d t

They did resist for a long time. Mark 3:21 and John 7:5 tell us that during his three years
of ministry, they d i dbeli@ve in him. The truth is, they called him insane and a madman. That
must have hurt. Eventually his unswerving, visible godliness won their hearts!

Look who was in the upper room following his ascension, praying and waiting for

g9
e

Pentecost: nAnThey all joined toget hBMaytheonst ant
mother of Jesus and His brothers ( Act s 1: 14). When the time cam
were!

Look who became traveling preachers, going everywhere with the New Gospel of Jesus
Christ! Paul wrot e; ADondét we have the right
travel and preachas dothd. o r d 6 s 0Ob r( dinthie9rsy?

Jesus gave himself to God as his highest priority and then to his spiritual family in all of
t hose meaningful and eternally i mportant inte
life irresistible, and they too, reached for what they saw in him.

Think about Jesusd madhirthyearspefote loytheproghéte had be
Si meon that fAa sword wil!/ pierce your own sou
cross, you would think that would have been t
given the sworbear twomdan, Heersaiids yiour son! 0
AHer e I s your rR3@)tHe was actually Mmakiogthe findl ®reakdn@he physical
relationship between Mary and himself!

Why was Jesus turning his mother over to a new son? Dr. Russell Bradley Jones, in his
book Gold from Golgothasays:

AThe word that grieved Mary so when it w;:
interpretation, to be a blessed word indeed. Mary discovered that she had been led
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from a natural union with Jesus to a mystical union with Christ. She gladly took
her place among his sincere worshippers. It was not a special place, it was not on
a platform; it was with the 120, as a simple believer!
AShe found that the salvation relationsh
relationship. She learned that it was better to have him as her Savior and Lord
than to have him as her son.
Aln a very true sense, she discovered th:
provision for her as her Savior than he could have made as her son. Heavenly
mansions and eternal life are hardly to be compared with a few fleeting years in

Johndéds home. 0O

Look at the disciples. They had to follow the example of Jesus, and it must have seemed
painful for the moment.

Take Peter, for example. We know he had a home and a wife and a mother-in-law (Luke
4: 38) . Bi blical scholars tel!]l us that during
still lived at home and only joined him on public occasions. Then there came that last year and a
half when the Twelve went on the road with him. That must have seemed tough and maybe even
unreasonable. We might tend to think today with our twisted priorities, itjustwo u | lokn 6 t
spiritual for Jesus to call a man to leave his family to serve him, even for roughly eighteen
months!

When Patrice was pregnant with our twin boys, | moved to Ann Arbor for several months
to investigate an Ecumenical Christian Community called the Word of GodWe only saw each
other on the weekends, and it was very difficult, yet we knew it was the will of the Lord.

Peter must have been feeling this deeply a
we had to follow you! o Jesusd6 responded, ANoO
parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in
this age, and in the age0to come, eternal | i f

Now notice that the promise here is for the exchange of physical family for spiritual
family; of a few, for multitudes. | t ab exchange of a temporary family for an eternal one. For a
family which may inherit a few dollars in the bank, forco-h ei r s wi t h Jesus Chri s
glory? Maybe at the moment that d i dseeim tike much of an exchange to Peter, but he was
willing to be o0b e dsepaatian, GodAalvethien backa wifewhowas@ nt h 6 s
new sister in Christ and who was constantly at his side in his preaching and traveling (I
Corinthians 9:5).

What would Peter have missed if he had put his wife first and refused? Remember the
fellowinJesus6 par abl e who rejected the invitation t
so I candt come?0 Jesus said, Al tell you the
a taste of my bZadh)q.uelttod q Lsudkmethibkicf 4R Reterwiouddh t e ni n g
have |l ost, and Peterodos wife too.

As we begin to see t hi ngdowniofrthe ghysicabfamiyt i on, t
in Godobés economy. The huma nfémaemrecioysto himthaGo d 6 s i
it is even to us. What we can see is an even higher, more glorious order; the newly created
spiritual family, the ecclesia, fit he c al | lea s le@rdd theopmyscsl;.heis oye
elevating the spiritual. We desperately need a vision of that elevation!

Look at the conversion of Saul, soon after the birth of the spiritual family. He meets Jesus
on the road to Damascus, is Aborn again, 0 and
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him and says ABrother Saul 0 ( Atentesho®Wnew!7) . Brot
Unless Saul had physical brothers, probably no one had ever called him that before. It obviously

meant something to him because when he retold the story of his conversion, he repeated what

Annaias had called him (Acts 22:13).

Fromhereon t he message was, fiEveryone who cal l
saved. 0 Whether they came by ones or by twos
eternal familyd of spiritual aunts and uncles and grandparents and sons and fathers!

Asthe ol d Pastor joke goes, fda man wal ked wurg
was one of the men cr uisquité confuskd amdiasksihim Boewseu s . 0 The
knew that? AWel ImanPauals <aiud, fo My emhaitbbeChr i st |,
his dad. o No, n o-man he.was talkinghbautt wasndét the ol d

But consider Timothy. He was a young man with a grandmother and a mother who were
believers (1l Timothy 1:5), but a father who apparently w a s (AGtst16:1). Are we going to say,

APoor Ti mot hy! He wi | | never amomage?Po Whah; a
crime against Godos g¢gr ac ed oarcddtwhiatkisd ofdatharyjou t y t o
had. Itd o e $avedateffect your relating to your heavenly Father. The scriptures say that your

physical father derived his title from God, so if you want to understand what a true father is,

d o rlodkto your physical father, look to your heavenly father! Paul took him right to his side as

his son and became his spiritual father (I Timothy 1:2). He had him circumcised; he kept him

beside him on trips; he called him my son and discipled him. When Paul himself faded off the

scene, Timothy was one of the leading lights of the early church.

Ti mot hy éds p hywyhave beea d spirftual toderewe d enekidowv. If he was, that
was his own decision. We hope eventually he was converted, butt h e noeetosl of it.
Nevertheless, Timothy w a s griévously injured, because he was taken into that glorious
spiritual family. The purpose of that spiritual family is to heal all the hurts and fill in all the
cracks created by the imperfect physical family. To turn out whole peopled people who are able
to love their physical families better than ever before.

The term Adys$amnti ieesn -ilclsse justdicatomferout he al |
weaknesses and failures. The truth is, when you are dealing with imperfect people to begin with,
thenedbsuch thing as a Afunctional family, o is
testimonies of many, many people, that have come out of the worst type of family histories you
can possibly imagine. Their families had histories of sexual abuse, physical abuse, alcoholism,
emotional distress, absent parents, abusive siblings, etc. Yet, through the power of God and the
support of Goddés people, these individuals ha

God has built within each of us a hope that our future will be better than our present, and
certainly better than our past, and that we can still become what we long to be. Why does He
build this hope into us? To make us anxious and depressed because we d o nm@asure up? No!

Because He wants us to discover how strong His big hands are, to change us, and to change our
family. Then He will get all the glory! Jesus is masterful and taking the dung from your life, and
by His transcendent power turn your worst memories into your greatest victories!

Modern secular thinking is just the opposite. It tells you that y o u therpreduct of the
way your mother buttoned you up, and how she wiped your nose, andt h ajustdhe way you are.
The Adult Children of whatever sin. They would indicate that you can be analyzed to understand
yourself better, but you ¢ a rthange.

That s Satands |ie. ldhese he wantsetoekebsall @ uséixedn d t h a't
in position, thinking we cannot get out.
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When you were a kid, did you ever play the game Freeze? The kids were running like

crazy, until theonewhowasits uddenl y yell ed AFr eezpesiticnn. Then yo
Today, Satan is busy shouting AFreeze!o to al
their ugly old selves, discouraged from thinking that they could ever be different.
Altdéds the way you were raiseetdads a chil d, o
Paul Tournier admits the problem. He says in The Strongandthe Weak i t i s as di

to help a strong man to see his weakness as i
He goes on to say that @atdnéandthgsamebothstirigdnd do it
weak. Grace also at one and the same time convinces of wretchedness and saves us from
despairci t breaks and restores us. o
The grace of God! The Power of God! The love of God! The favor of God, unearned and

undeservedd that enormous miracle power can change and remake and remold our cement.
Jeremiah said it this way:
Al went down to the potterdés house, and |
the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter
formed it into another pot, shaping is as seemed best to him.

AThen tohfe twhoer dL o r d an¢ratmoewitht you asrthe potterd C
does? Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you inmy h a n @ Jerémiah
18:3-6

The loving, gracious hands of God are strong enough to rework any life. Even yours.

Il Corinthians 5:17 states that when someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand
new person inside. He i s thésame anymore. A new life has begun! One translation says that
he has becomes fd o0 domethingimteaver existed before!

God reshaped Augustine after having a well-deserved reputation of sleeping around with
the girls. One day as he was walking down a street, one of his old girl friends spotted him.

AAugustinel 0o She called

Augustine did not answer; he just walked faster.

AAugustine, 0 she called again, Ait is |10
Augustine began to run, as he called back
Augustineds clay, the original material , w

completely different shape, a new pot.

Not only did Paul function as a spiritual father, he was also a brother to spiritual sisters
like Phoebe (Romans 16:1) and men like Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25). He was as a son to
Ruf usd mot her aspintimlanothereto hsngdRordansicals).

All of us have many roles to play, and we must learn to play them all. We 0 toléto not
rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as
brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity (I
Timothy 5:1-2).
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There have been many teachings in the recent years about the churches being the Body of
Christ. We 0 inseucted to think about hands, feet, eyes, and mouths. We have sought to
discover our gifts and function with them. T h a dnépgcture of the Church, and an important
one, and we praise God for this rediscovery of truth.

Thatconcepti s n6t t h elfthisithe dnlg Bodytlife weyknow about, w e 0 lefte
many single adults standing awkwardly around the scene without family. We have teenagers
from non-Christian homes that have no spiritual parents to guide them. They get all their wisdom
from their peers in the youth group, a bunch
widows and widowers, and other former wives and husbands floating around like second class
citizens, because we tend to think mostly physical family, and to make our churches couples-
oriented and physical-family oriented.

Maybe what we are doing is functioning like Dustinstead of Stard We could be trying to
force the New Testament scene to fit the Old Testament pattern of fathers, families, clans and
tribes. If we are, then hooray for the rare and lucky physical families who fit the bill, whose
members can all answer to the spiritual roll call, too. We gear our churches to meet their needs.

Unfortunately, t h anbt thesecclesia! The called-out ones come from every possible
broken family situation. Not until we see ourselves as functioning first as a spiritual family will
we al l draw together and meet each otherds ne

Despite the effort of many groups and churches, this certainly ¢ a rbedotganized . . . but
it must be taught. We must learn it well. Then let the Holy Spirit make it happen. It comes out of
a deep understanding and realization that the Body of Christ is to be second in priority only to
God Himself, and to a deep commitment to each other.
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Examining the Dust

| realize everything | 6 diseussed so far could be difficult to swallow for some. So we
have to be careful not make up our minds too quickly. For instance, | think that when Jesus, who
was the very essence of love, talked about hating our physical family, it must have been for the
sake of contrast. Rather than putting down the physical family, he was actually lifting up a new
relationship in such a forceful way that we would never forget.

God loves our physical family. H e @hsone that started the human race off with a family;
the family was his idea of how to incorporate tenderness, responsibility, discipling and all the
rest into the human scene.

When Adamés descendants fell into gross si
again with a new family: Noah, his wife, their three sons and their wives.

When Noah&s daetlgbuik thedowen df Babell God scattered them all and
started with a new family: Abraham and his generations. This Jewish race was his most
spectacular and most visible family, with the most care built in for their spiritual and physical
preservation, through the giving of the law. Then Christ came along with strong words saying in
essence thatwe s h o u pimaH @urthopes on that physical family.

| d o rbéidve the Lord meant to destroy it, by any means. He has continued to affirm
and use the family. However, He has superimposed on it a mystical, eternal, spiritual family that
has finally become His true familyd the one He has been waiting for. The God of creation will
now call himself their Father and they will be his children. Even Jesus, his divine Son,i s n 6 t
ashamed to call them brothers (Hebrews 2:11-12), and all of them will receive the family Spirit.

Their inheritance w 0 nbé just physical property; t h e yebdeiweg every spiritual
blessing in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3). Their greatest need will be unity! The Trinity will
make them one in just the same way that the Godhead is one! (John 17:11).

So, Jesus spelled out the beginnings of the new family plan. When he taught them to
pray, DuwFathesoi .d That fvas an almost unknown concept to think of God in that
close personal way.

Jesus w a s crudified because he did miracles; he was crucified because he had the
audacity to refer to God as his Father. Then in I John w e 6toldghat now are we sons of Gpd
what we willbelikewh en Chr i st appear s,buvweedokoow that wetvill | | y un
be just like him.

Throughout Jesusd own ministry he referred
Father. Then after his resurrection he told Mary to go to my brothersand saytot hem, 61 asce
to my Father and your Father, and my God and your God. (John 20:17).

Romans 8:15 reaches the highest pinnacle of it all when it says w e Gevee allowed to cry
out, Abbad Daddy!d Papa! When that finally sinks in, your mind is going to go tilt! Even today

little Middle Eastern children run out of the
Abbadatltshbisch an easy name to say, Yyou donét even

Remember the old Virginia Slims ads, sayingWe 6 ve come a ?Welnthgy way, b
aindét seen nothindé yet! Il n t he Ghbhtgoudbeyesslt a ment |,

him, but also his knees could be hugged, his hair could be pulled, and his cheek could be
pinched. But God? His name ¢ o u | eden b& pronounced; it was the Tetragrammatod

28



YHWH, | AM, with four consonants and no vowels. Hopefully, you obeyed him because if you
d i dtime@ was eternal judgment. But call him by a family name?

The fascinating thing is that He h a s ahadged, but He has opened a new understanding
of his desire for us to enjoy. Jeremy Taylor said it very well:

AHe hath changed the ineffable Name into
desirable by all the world; the Majesty is arrayed in robes of mercy, the
Tetragrammaton or Adorable Mystery of the patriarchs is made fit for
pronunciation and expression when it becom

Dondét ever take for granted @a&gwvegyowmat it i
Abba! No matter how limited your physical father was, you a r echeéted; you d o rhavd to be
stunted. You have the best of all possible fathers. You have TheFather!
Jesus never undermined the under-pinning of the physical family; he defended the
holiness of marriage, and he emphasized the absolute urgency of material care, especially the
care of older parents (Mark 7:10-13). | Timothy 5:4 repeats the same instructions about being

financially responsible for parents. Timothy
one does not provide for his own, and especially those of his own household, he had denied the
faith and is wor seothyB:B8n an unbelievero Ti m

(1

Jesus said you thatifyoud i dmmadyt your parents bi.l{G&'l you we
says) O6ln vain you/).worship medo (Mark 7:6

The New Testament certainly infers important things about the physical family. It says
that all of our social relationships are a starting point for learning how to behave with each other.
A household consisted of those under the same roof, including servants. | would think today it
would also mean college dorm roommates, singles sharing an apartment, and so on. These
households are the labs in which relationships can be purified in obedience to God.

However, in the three places in the New Testament where the physical family is talked
about at some length, the social institutions are lumped together; Husband-wife relationships,
parent-child and master-slave (I Corinthians 7; Ephesians .5:22-6:9; Colossians 3:18-25). None
of these rel ati ons h orgesforhumansgr eartle. MhesavsrsesGimmyd s h i g h
say that w e Oproleably already in one or more of these relationships; so behave within them in
Christ like ways.

Certainly all of us are painfully aware of the shaky state of the physical family in the
world today. T h e rverydittle support outside of the church to maintain a strong family tie. God
has loved the physical family ever since he invented it in the Garden of Eden. He has defended it.
He has given it status. He has made it one of the great underpinnings of society, in the same way
that government serves as an underpinning. I n
greatly undermined because, among other things, men will despise authorities (2 Peter2:10) and
be disobedient to parents (2 Timothy 3:2).

Christians have to be careful not to bad mouth social institutions. God has given these as
anchors and stabilizers for rebellious societies. We must submit to our governments, pray for our
leaders, and teach our children to respect the laws and authorities (Romans 13:1-7).

We must also zealously protect and defend the physical family! | tablss o Godds gl ue
hold society together. Marriage is sacred. Parents must be obeyed. More than other families,
Christian families must be shored up and encouraged in every possible way.
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The relationship of husband and wife is a picture of that of God with Israel, or of Christ
with the church. No wonder God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16).

Still, no Christian single adult has to think he i s pad df this heavenly representation on
earth. Hei s @6t i st 6s wife, but his v erTyh eBroetiaysr
privilege.

Now, when we consider the weakened condition of the physical family today, we thank
the Lord for all the books, seminars, radio broadcasts, and any other teaching aids and family
counselors to help it. However, does it seem that with all our aids, the family is still shakier than
it ought to be? Could it be that the Body of Christ h a s lea@ed to function very well as a
spiritual family first of all, and t h awthydCéristians are so unsupported that they ¢ a mpedform
very well at home?

T h e rfaendore in the New Testament on how to function within the spiritual family
than within the physical. God had to write it that way for a reason. The brothers and sisters are to
love each other with all purity and yet all familial tenderness. The older men are to be surrogate
fathers where needed, and the older women, extra mothers to the younger women (Titus 2:3-5).
Most certainly, if Christians did these things well, the church would be full of living models to
teach how to be physical spouses, parents, daughters and sons at home.

All of us are so untaught in how to treat each other; Distracted by our lonely pursuits;
Numbtoeac h ot her sdé private pai n; Desperate
a few, who really care.

In an article from Focus on the Familivlagazine(February 1990), entitled A Father to
the Fatherlesswriter Terri S. Speicher, shared where the support came to their family after her
husband died and she was left to raise four boys on her own.

o

First of all from her family: AThe men

all youthful <chall enger s t.oeuniors. &ne Unclé Bolerulea s

the basketball court; the other Uncle Bob takes my boys individually on family ski vacations.
(Their grandfather) gives loving guidance and encouragement during his visits and frequent
tel ephone conversations. o

Their other Grandfather prays for the boys daily . . . The wisdom and experience of those

K nc

6Scr

grandfathers and uncles plays a very importan
a

boydés probl em.
T h e raleodhs support from the church: Youth pastors, Sunday school teachers, and
Christian camp counselors.

Right after their fatheroés death, two

regular jobs to be with the boys. They listened to their pain and helped them get ready for the
memorial service. Friends had taken the boys to football games or dropped by their house to play
Ping-Pong or backyard basketball.

Support from neighbors and friends, schoolteachers and coaches, the list went on.

The point of course is that we need to seek out the help when i t ti@rs. Then again, what

if the support from the family w a s thede® Or what if the School t eacher s wer enot
ast hose i n Mrs. Speicher 0s i axavailkhbieaseonvenerlyat n

it was for Terri Speicher. Perhaps the family lives far away, or may simply not have the

emotional ability to offer the help. T h a whéresthe Church has to move in even closer to help.
What do strangers look for in a new church? They want onet h aftieiddly. So, the Pastor

tries to get his people to smile and shake hands with visitors, butiti s pagy tvith some. They
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hardly do it with each other; why should they with someone they d o rkiiow? So most
Christianity turns out seeming so anesthetized, so cold, so drugged.

| guess this teaching is a cry, a scream, and a shout: Fuse! Fuse! Put away whatever is
dividing you! Sign a pact with your blood! Place yourself deeply together, regardless of the
awkwardness or pain!

Until we can do that, there is no hope in reaching the world because our own people are
not being loved.
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Living with Stars

|l f Christians could get the vision of how
Holy Spirit will do the rest. Day by day, as opportunities arise he will fit us into our roles and
fulfill his desires.
When Jesus promised Peter a hundred times as many mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters,
sons and daughters as he had ever given up, he was looking toward a rich new family that would
satisfy Peterds needs eleecoutder than his househo
Think about it. Because of the support and input of his physical family, Peter had grown
to be a mature professional fisherman with undoubtedly a sense of responsibility and many other
fine qualities. (Although, I question how good he was at being a fisherman. Did you notice every
time Jesus saw him fishing, Peter was mending his nets? Holy cow, were the fish that big in that
area?) Anyway, Praise God for his provision of physical families, with all that nurturing and
support and stimulus they provide! They can be the springboard for great attainment in this
world.
However, what about all the other influenc
Jesus. The input of Jesus and the other disciples for three years; the honor of representing the
Twelve in preaching on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14); Cornelius, and his showing Peter that
the whole Gentile world was waiting to be opened up for the Gospel (Acts 10); What about when
he got thrown into prison, and all the brothers and sisters had an all night prayer meeting for
him? (Acts 12); How about the confrontation he had with Paul when Peter was rebuked to his
face, when he turned hypocrite? (Galatians 2:11-14); or being considered one of the three pillars
of the mother church in Jerusalem? (Galatians 2:9).
Over the years, Peter was so intellectually, spiritually, and emotionally stimulated and
motivated by spiritual brothers and sisters, parents, and children that he wrote two of our greatest
pieces of literature. Imagine a common fisherman from up-country Galilee writing like this about
silver, seeds, and stars:

AYou were not redeemed with perishabl e thi
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemishedands pot | ess, t hé&lIPbtll:68al9 of Chri st o

AYou have been born again not of seed whic
is, throughthel i vi ng and abidliPelg23 Word of Godo

ASo we have the propheti c dowelHtdpaynade mor e s
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns, and the
mormni ng star ari 8HRetL1l® your heartso

Peterds wife must have b efsherman hushahdpeeathd a maz e
like that, and to read his writings! | 6 sare she was behind him, supporting him, encouraging
him. Everyone needs someone close to push

t he
and encouragement back in 1982, that | final/l
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knewshedi dnot have all tathtieat in himf nbr bad mseaeentstbazk irs t | mu | a't
Galilee.
It would be amazing to discover how many problems in the physical family would be
solved or at least alleviated if the spiritual family was really functioning. For instance, a deep
prayer life with, and accountability to some close members of the spiritual family can help make
your relationship with your physical family what it ought to be. That means our personal
accountability can keep us from all sorts of personal traumas, sins, habits, etc.
Letdbs use our i magi mhea@estimtogethegvath arfew otdre r e 6 s  Ed
brothers and he s anyasdied fedntly andhehads big dogythatheat h e r
really loved. We had to bring my mother-in-law to live with us, and of course she had to bring
along the dog, since it reminds her of her husband.

AThe trouble is our apartment iIs too smal/l
has to go. My wb h eld §he gog reminds Reo of daddymRiease be kind
and | et him stay.od Wednrée geevtetni rkgh ormo whferle want
anymore. 0

Someone says, fAListen Eddy, I can help you
big piece of land. Letmetak e car e of the dog for a while. 0O

I
I
But then s omeone maybesGed sest the/dsg,to yduthame to teadhd y
0

you somet hing. Listen, youodre the head f you
orders to everybody. A head is someone who brings solutions, who thinks out what needs to be
done. How can a dog be worth all that troubl e
even a person. o

Then someone el se says, fAListen,0omadeybe t he
youorte rBugh maybe God wants you to |l earn to | o
| osing your wife, youodore making the ®d&lid 6woman
you. o0

Eddy says, AOh, no. | candt! o

ADondt worry, 0 t h ¢opraydolyouthat&ad will ivedthee goi ng
Gracet o accept the dog. Come here and sit 1in the
and | ay hands on him to pray. fAGod, give him
his mother-in-law. Pleaseh el p hi m . : . i

Eddy starts t ep. Finally he says, #fAOka

AALl I right S ANow on your way ho

ney, we abglYoquidowee you s

wor king out a o the problem in your

But what Edd sno k n o withia groug ohwaommen.at t hat
S h eaBBogelling the story of thedog. T h e ytGerld i n g h e thesheadiok yious Housen ,
and you have to submit to him. Even your mother must submit to him now.

Alf he says the dog goes, the dog goes. Wh
for the dog to stay, and you and your mother

Al ntehvoeurght of that, o0 she says. fAHe really
tal k with mom. o

She goes home and convinces her mother to give the dog away. About that time, Eddy
walks in with a new toy for the dog!

Now you cano6t a andapserpde whsrdnyoutsnhilaat everyone bat S
never relate to them.

e
, O y ay

|l f you donét hav he mo
SO [ t

y e t
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T h e ra btifstalk these days which pits the church against the familyd a cruel thing to
do, like trying to make two friends into enemies. This kind of talk makes the church the spanking
boy every time. It implies that i t s@irgual to refuse to usher, sing in the choir or teach a Sunday
School class. Why? So we can sit home with our families in front of the television with our feet
up and munch corn chips?

That 6 s dan g e thioking Letame dilusttatevthissa titeke differently for you.
Patrice and | used to have two Golden Retrievers, and before we bought them we went to see
them at the breeders house, I still remember seeing them in a playpen in the basement. That
enclosure was their whole world, and those tiny pups snuggled against their mother for warmth,
food, loved everything they needed.

They had no idea that they were totally dependent on a larger family, a human familyd
the owners of Derspinna Farmsd who were the ultimate source of the provision of all their
needs.

If you have a physical familyt h astp@mive and strong, then snuggle close together for
the warmth, food, and love that are provided there. Although, you need to recognize that your
true source of godly love, warmth, nourishment, and togetherness should come from the larger
family, the eternal family.

Throughout the New Testament, the emphasis is for us to use our gifts to nourish the
Body of Christ and to draw our nourishment there. So all the adult singles, young people without
Christian parents, and those married to a non-Christian spouse will feel just as cared for, loved
and nourished as anyone else in Godds family
lacks and needs of our physical family relationships will be met.

Another thing to consider, for married couples, is that they ¢ a rbeshut up together, a
man and his wife, trying to represent all of God to each other. That will put too much pressure on
them both. To tell a husband that his words to his wife are the voice of God to her, is going
beyond biblical truth, and is more responsibility on him than he can stand. Then because he
d o e sneasure up to God, the wife gets terribly frustrated.

One time, a wife came to me with her sad tale: She had a Christian husband who was a
good man, but just quiet and not much of a leader. She had always been the one who led the
children in family devotions until she learned that her husband was supposed to be the High
Priest in the home. (T h a dtradght out of the Old Testament, but even there it would be wrong;
there was only one High Priest). As a result, she quit leading the family devotions, waiting for
her husband to do it. Forayeart h e r et beBnany opén Bible reading or prayer in the home;
the kids had gotten scattered and rebellious and hard; and she was frantic. What should she do?

| turned to 2 Timothy 1:5, where it said that Eunice aggressively transmitted her faith to
her son. Probably Grandmother Louis had plenty to say, too. So Timot hy 6 s Gr eek f at he
chip in? So? Whatever we know about Jesus we are responsible to pass on, and that certainly
means with our own children.

| told her to go home, open the Bible again, and pray with her children! She should also
alert any other Christian adults her children happen to like, to help steer them to the Word and
prayer as well. To corral any of their peers who are turned on to Jesus! In general, to get all the
spiritual family to functioning, rather than dumping the whole responsibility in the lap of one
mand who may secretly be wringing his hands over feelings of guilt and inadequacy and defeat!

Finally, 1 had her turn to Ephesians 5:33 in the Amplified VersionHere it tells her to
fiedmire and cherish her husband, before him and before others,0 for all the good things that he
is, and not to try to force him to be what he is not.
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Yes, the husband is the head of the home, but if he i s ac€eyiting his responsibility, then
someone has to care for the family. If I were able to counsel the husband, I would certainly
address his responsibility toward his family. However, | would still hope that he, and his wife,
would be able to function as a team, not trying to compete with one another.
Sometimes | 0 asked where the family does fit into this ideal list of priorities that| 6 v e
been talking about. Actually, t h atrlyiriy $o fit apples with oranges, because the physical family,
as important as it is, is still a social institution. Soon we would have to set up a list of priorities
that also included master and slaves, bosses and employees, governors and citizens, and so on.
Still, if your family members are Christians, they are the closest, most precious inner
circle of Priority Two. Iftheyar en 6t Chr i s tloseat,imsst prediobis énner ciacleef t h e
Priority Three. What | 0 saying is that if your family members a r eGhr@stians, priority two
must stil] be priority two. From Jesusd own e
greatest need is to observe a life on fire for God, unswervingly given to Christ and his people and
his world. We have to draw all the comfort, motivation and guidance we possibly can from
Goddés family, to show us how to handle those
family is very important to you, but if they d o rkidowv Jesus,t h e yndarkeess, right? What
fellowship does light have with darkness? None! | know several people that had to finally
discontinue all contact with their familiesd their parents and siblings, although it was with great
pain and hesitation, because it was too much of a weight and frustration. Every time they were
together, they left angry, hurt, or depressed. It w a s wodth the trouble after awhile. We tend to
fifantasizec0 about our physi cmabecréatdofwhatoardamilyWe have th
Asupposedo mostofthetimé,ti ke ,r eaamldi ty doesndt measur e
shortchanged, somehow? NO! The Body of Christ is to fill in the holes the world has created in
our lives.

| asked oneministe r how he and other ministers that
kidso who didnét rebel, who grew up |l oving th
to it. He said, Al have to say that wehaehas be
all made, that made our children turn out as they have.

ABut | know the reason our children | ove t
growing up feeling that where the Body of Christ is, t h awthede $he action is, where the fun is.
We take them along as often as possible, because we want them exposed to all those wonderful
people. Many saints are helping raise our children. They are truly loving aunts, uncles, and
grandparents; they are an extended family.o

The question parentsaskshou | dndét be AHow much time do | g
much time do | gi ve t hAsfocreandnoyholse webvillwservatieo ut i n

Lord! (Joshua 24:15) Bring your wife and children and go together as often as you can to the
church and to Christian homes as in Acts 2, to give all you can together, and to receive all you
can together. You are to draw your physical family into the spiritual family, and | hope that soon
they will be members of both!

Acts 2:41 says that three thousand new believers were baptized and the next verse says
that they, the three thousand, were continually devoting themselves to the new Christian lifestyle,
daily in the temple and in homes. Verse 47 says the Lord added to their numbers daily. Maybe all
three thousand accepted Christ as whole complete physical family units, maybe not. But they
came however they came, by ones, by twos, by threes. Amazingly, their lifestyle was so
powerful that soon they were joined by five thousand more (Acts 4:4). It seems to me that many
of them must have been from their immediate families. Even the experts on church growth have
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shown that conversions spread most rapidly and easily through families. What our non-Christian
physical families need most of all to see is a functioning, authentic Christianity. Then they are in
a position to be converted too!
But not only converted: When Gododés peopl e
another (I John 3:23) our physical families are the beneficiaries in every way.
All of us want our physical families to be on fire for the Lord. The support and prayers of
our brothers and sisters in Christ can make t
family that God has placed us in, and who need to minister to us in this way.
Even beyond that, every member of the spiritual family of ours is struggling toward
heaven, and has the same longings to be spiritually great for themselves. They are also our
family members who need our help and prayers.
Now do not write me a letter asking which you should do on Thursday nights, stay home
with your family or go to prayer meetings. | do not want to give any specific guidance. No two
cases would have the same solution any way. Honest, the Holy Spirit is up to showing you what
to do on Thursday nights! I am just trying to give a broad principle from the Word.
Brothers and sisters, we have belonged to each other since before the foundation of the
world. We will belong to each other when the world has no more foundation. When heaven and
earth pass away, wewill st i | | be Godds people. Our relatio
other relationships.
Inside of every one of the members of your spiritual family lives the Spirit of Christ.
Look at them with spiritual eyes. Begin to remind yourself how important they are eternally, and
how precious they are to God. Begin to treat them tenderly, guard your unity together. Discipline
your mind to the mind of Christ and with humility consider others as more important than
yourself (Philippians. 2:1-5).
Theyareco-hei r s with you, along with Christ hi ms
They have more wisdom than you or | dream, with the Holy Spirit residing within. Respect the
older ones as fathers and mothers, and ask their advice. We need to feed and cuddle the babies,
and be patient and full of hope for their future maturity.
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Love is in the Air...

| want you to picture this scene: A door shuts; a man goes out into the night. Without him
there are twelve men left in the room: Jesus and eleven of his disciples around a table. They have
taken together the bread and wine of the Passover Dinner, but there are deep thingsthatc o ul d n 6t
be said until Judas left. Some special truths God gives only to the faithful when othersa r e n 0 t
around.

In John 13:31-16:33, Jesus gives his deepest and final truths to his eleven before he goes
to the cross. The very first thing he says, as if it were uppermost in his mind and he could hardly

wait for Judas to | eave to s a) lovetoneanother. JistNow | 6
as | have loved you, so you must love one another. This is how all men will know that you are
my disciples, because you have such | ove for

Here were these men, so diverse in personality and thinking! One had been a semi-traitor,
a collaborator with Rome, a tax collector; and another was a red-hot Jewish Zealot. That was
worse than putting together a liberal Democrat with a Reagan Republican! What would be the
glue that would hold them together when he left? Love.

I t 6 s f ulongtiyne | thbught of I@ave as one of the virtues of the Christian life.
Then | began to experience real love. | discovered that love i s oné df the virtues of the
Christian life. Love is the Christian life.

When we talk about eternal life, we always seem to think about its length. We never seem
to think about its quality. If eternal life means only never-ending life, then hell is a form of
eternal life.

However, the quality of eternal life that Jesus gives is love. To borrow the imagery of
Juan Carlos-Ortiz, Love istheOxygeno f  Go d 6 s T tk € magidk svithout it. Love is the
only eternal element. The other things like tongues, gifts, prophecies, wisdom, knowledge, Bible
reading, prayer, will all end. The only thing that will go through death and into the eternal is
love.

I will go even further than that and say that love is the proof of our salvation. Some
people think the proof is in how we dress, whether we smoke, or whether we do ord o rd@ t
many other things. They may be important, but not as important as love.

Listen to what Johnsays:Ai Bel oved, | et wus | ove one anothe
every one who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know
God, for @G48 | oveo

John also says, we know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the
brethren He who does not love abides in death (I John 3:14).

Since I am on a roll, I may as well stick my neck out even further. If we loved the way
God wanted us to love, we w 0 u | Ithve o tepend on the commands of the Bible so much.
Because love . . . is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). This is what the new covenant is
all about: 1 will put My law within them, and on their heart | will write it . . . (Jeremiah 31:33).

When love is generated from the inside, it solves all kinds of problems. The fruit of the
Born-again human Spirit is love, as well as joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self control (Galatians 5:22-23). Why do we preach so much? Because we want to
build love and these other qualities in the Christians.

However, if love were growing as it should, we w 0 u | mkad 6oimany sermons. Love
i s onédf the elements of the Christian life, it is theelement. Love is the life itself.
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Some people frustrate themselves by constantly seeking the gifts instead of the fruit.
Although we appreciate the gifts, we must be careful where we put the emphasis. Jesus never
said, AYou will know them by tgethegrffsuotHBe
(Matthew 7:20).

Gifts d o nindlitate spirituality, because gifts on a person are no different from gifts
under a Christmas tree. On Christmas day, they are beautiful with all their ribbons and wrapping
paper, but December 26 all the glitter and color is in the garbage. S 0y 0 wsay mughralibut
the gifts. The gifts d o nindlitate what kind of a tree it is.

Only by the fruit can you determine the species of the tree. If the apples are good, you
can say you have a good apple tree. Apples are the result of a normal apple tree.

So, we cand excuse ourselves for not having love. If we are full of the Spirit of God, the
natural thing is for us to be loving.

| t tdo ad that for years we have always defined the infilling of the Holy Spirit
according to Acts 2:4, that is, with speaking in tongues. Instead of according to Galatians 5:22.

Jesusd i dsnadyt, fABy this all men wi | | know that
tongues. 0 Although | speak i n ethipbythasgsof t he wo
love and compassion.

Jesus said that he had a new command. What was the old one? Well, Jesus spelled it out
in Luke 10:27-3 7 : AYou shall |l ove the Lord your God w
and your neighbor as yourself.0

This is the first degree of love. | t 6 s  w thafiOld Testameatltype of love,0andi t 6 s
really not intended for the church. | t a@rdversal commandment. | tpdasr t of Goddés mor
Those of you that are notyoypart of Godds famil

Essentially this command requires that we must wish for our neighbor the same thing we
wish for ourselves. Not only that, but we must make the same effort to get for our neighbor what
we get for ourselves.

The implications of this are astounding. If | have a plate of food and my neighbor
d o e stanldve him is to make the same effort to get food for him that I did for myself. If I can@,
then I should give him half of what | have. If | have two suits and he has none, | must make the
same effort to get him two suits that I did to get mine. If my children are well-dressed and fed
and going to school, and his a r e Ihmiust make the same effort for his children that | make for
my own.

That is what it means to love your neighbor as yourself. Obviously, most of us, myself
included, a r eemed fulfilling that within our churches.

The obvious question that would follow then is, Who is my neighbor? Well, it certainly
i s aChtistian,t heyoue brothers or sisters arendt the

Well someone asked Jesus that very question and he answered with the parable of the
good Samaritan (Luke 10).

We can try to spiritualize that story by saying that Jerusalem was the church, Jericho was
the world. The man descending was the believer leaving the church and going to the world. The
thieves were Satan and his demons, and the Samaritan was the brother who brought him back to
the church.

On the other hand, maybe Jerusalem was the Garden of Eden, and Jericho was the fall of
man, and Jesus was the Samaritan who came along . . . there are tons of ways to escape our
responsibilities.
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When Jesus finished telling the story he s
Meaning that if we see a person in need, we must meet that need. | t vérgplain. Itd o e $1eedo t
any spiritualizing.
|l nstead, we pass by suffering people every
saw aterrible sighttodayd poor soul , | f eel s odosmdanytying.f or hi m
The Samaritan was nobody special. We have called him the good Samaritan, but Jesus
Si mpl y cestaniSaaritafimh o was on a journey, came upon
simply obeying the old commandment . He | eft s

went on to do his own business.
Donét vy o uwotldbe piedsed iGvee dll became like that certain Samaritan?
Jesus said, ALet your I ight so shine befor
your Fat her wh ohew54d6).What itthe BghtZlsitdour(kidwlddge of the
Bible? What is it that produces good works? Love!
Many times when we study something in the Bible we need to think of very practical
ways to implement those truths into our lives or it will be like sewing without first making a knot
at the end of the thread. We end up sewing and sewing, but things stay the same as they were
before. We need to take specific steps to con
every day life.
Godd i dsmadyt, ALove sfpluuYomded rgbhttheavhole world. He says,
A L ov enelghbar(singular)d0 So, take one person, one famil.y
Start to look for their problems, their needs, whether spiritual, material, psychological, whatever
their needs are.
D o ngo tb them with a tract; you will look like a salesman. Go sell yourself. Go give
yourself to them. Let them know that you love them, and give your service to them. The amazing
thing to understand is that this shouldndot ne
be a part of your being, a normal characteristic of who and what you are.
| knew one lady who, as she put it, could never win a soul to Jesus. She had been in
church for many years, but one day the Lord showed her this type of love. She realized that God
d i dsend atract from heaven; He sent His Son, who came and lived with us and healed people.
He helped us and shared with us.
So she decided she could do the same thing.
In front of where she lived was a house for rent. As soon as the new people arrived, she

was prepared. She went over with coffeeanddonutsand sai d, Al O0m bringing
eat, because | know youdve just moved in and
come back later to getthedishesd d on 6t bot her w®e wlashnoweywubdre al

AAnd by the way, i f you want t-andskichow about

cormer... 6 She didnét put a tract under the donut.
After awhile she came back to getthe dishes. She said, #Alf you need
here. 1 f you want anything, 106l be glad to h
Whenever she coul d, she nr &eagotheefanmly out t o t
involved and her son volunteered to mow their lawn during the summer, and shoveled their
sidewalk during the winter. She never preached about Christ. Nevertheless, later the whole
family was baptized because of the light she had brought them.
Jesusd i dsnadyt, ALet your mouth so speak before
your nice words and glorify yd@wyarloveht her . 0 He
Now Jesus still said that he had a new command. We h a v énihod that yet.
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The Old commandment was the minimum degree of love. It was a love with limits. It was
based on our love for ourselves. It meant loving my neighbor so long as | & nmt in danger.
However, if I am in danger, my love for my neighbor is finished.

But Jesus said, AA new command. d give you,
AHey, we al r ehaadty, ok ntohwe adbi osucti ptl es mi ght have
AAs | have | oved you. o0 Ooh, now that was n
your neighbor as you |l ove yourself, o0 the new

|l oved you. o
How did Jesus love us? Did he love us as he loved himself? No, He loved us more than
he loved himself. He gave his life for us.
In this kind of love, self disappears. We must love and love and love until forever. Even
if it costs us our lives. This is much more than giving half the plateof f oo d . ' tés givin
plate, and ourselves as well.
This is the type of love Jesus intends for the Church. | t tige $ove meant to rule our
Christian community. | ¢ a ro@etmy brother as | love myself, because self is gone. filti s h 6 t
who lives, but Christ in me. And this life | now live, | live by faith in Him.o
Everyone knows John 3:16. However, did you
know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren . 0
The Apostle John has again come up with a very simple test for us. Do we know what
love is? | t vergeasy to tell; youd o méeed the gift of discerning spirits or anything. Just ask
yourself whether you are willing to lay down your life for your brother. Think of a specific
brother in your congregation. Would you die for him?
One time when | was traveling back from Texas, | picked up a hitchhiker. When he saw
my Bible lying on the dashboard, we started talking about the Lord. I very quickly found out that
he indeed believed in Christ, and was in fact, one of my brothers.
He was very tired, so he fell asleep. As he slept, the Lord began to open my heart toward
this brother. |k e p trealdyany brothay (referang tmmpyspleysical, Al f t h
brother, Dave) t here i snd6t a thing | hehbitthdikeregin do t o h
the south where it was a little warmer, and | realized, as we crossed the Mississippi River, that it
was much colder where we were heading. He wanted to go to Chicago, and it was in early
October.
| kept t hi nkdallyqybfothef...tdchiandvetrhbee Loiscaljk ept s 8
your brother.o | would reply, redlynydrotherqagath, Il un
referringtomyphy s i c al b r o iskoerbryther. A Buth,yelde | under st and
. @ catch on a little slow, sometimes).
This went on for a few minutes and finally it hit me what the Lord was saying to me! He
really was my brother! Even more so than my physical brothers.
Then | saw what my full responsibility was to this hitchhiker. So when I finally let him
out, in Chicago, | gave him my leather jacket, my sleeping bag, a couple of phone numbers of
ministries that | knew in Chicago, | gave him all the money I had on me at the time which was
about fifty-five dollars, and some pieces of clothing.
| d sharedhis to show how Holy (or gullible) I am, but rather to illustrate the reality of
what the Lord is calling us to. Some may call measuckerforf al | i ng for this guy
even a fool, but thatodos okay. Jesus is taking
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confounding their wisdom. (Some may think I a
screwed on to the right bolt!)

| believe God is going to have a new community. We 0 goieg to be like a city on a
mountain, an example of a community that loves one another.

We 0 to leve one another as Christ has loved us. Now that could completely throw us
except for the fact that the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who was given to us (Romans 5:5). God never requires anything of usthathed o e s n 6 t
make the power available to do it.

T h e rathiéd $ype of love that the Lord desirestoworkintoour | i ves. | tods tl
of love the trinity has. |l t 6s a | baldypeoff or mat u
love that is never offended, builds complete unity.

The Trinity type of love makes three to be one. Jesus prayed that this degree of love
woul d be in us. He prayed, AFather . . |l ha
to do so that the love which you have had for me may be in thelr heartsd and that | may be there
al so. 0

Obviously today, we a r eone6We are in many different groups. We are Methodists,

Presbyterians, Pentecostals of many kinds, Nazarenes, Salvation Army, Episcopalians, and
Plymouth Brethren, Baptists of many kinds, Catholics, Lutherans, and on and on the list goes.

However, God is regrouping us. He has already begun. He i s nsilg our categories,
however, God has only two groupsd those who love one another and those whod o n 6 t

I love cable TV! On one of the channels | watched middle-eastern shepherds tending
sheep and found it interesting to see someone try to move a flock of sheep. They all head in the
same direction; they become one body. However, | learned, that if you try to do the same thing
with goats, they all begin to butt each other and fight.

|l tds very easy ttoYoudeol needthe githfenterpretation@m a go a
discernment or anything. You just talk to the person one or two minutes. If he fights, h e &gsat.

If he loves, h e &skeep.

How did Jesus separate the sheep from the goats? On the basis of whether they had given
water to the thirsty, food to the hungry, companionship to the sick and the prisoners, and so
forth. He called the people who had shown | ov
(Matthew2 5: 34) . The others weredcandsa (tw.ed D)pposi

God is doing more than regrouping his people. He is uniting them. Let me explain this
with a beautiful illustration from Juan Carlos Ortiz. He used potatoes to describe what the Lord
was doing. Each potato plant in the garden has three, four, or five potatoes under it. Each
individual potato belongs to one plant or another.

When the harvest comes, all the potatoes are dug up and put into one sack. They are
regrouped. Oh, but they are not yeteaeal ted. T
in the same sack. o0 But they are not yet one.

They must be washed and peel ed. Now they a
us! 0 they say.

T h anot@alsé They must be cut in pieces and mixed. They have now lost a lot of their
individuality. They really think they are ready for the Master now.

What God wants are mashed potatoes. Not many potatoesd one mashed potato. No

potato can stand up and say, fHerdehalt asm!whlyé nm h
Lor dos pr @Ouréather Wheclgart m beavenfi. .0  nMytFathér which art in heaven. .
A
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Several years ago, a Pastor friend and | were having dinner. He was new to the area, new

church, and new faces. He | oved the Itypuur ch an
the truth that the church scene to me these days is just one blur of potlucks and committee
meetings. Frankly, it is a drag. There are pl

I guess I could understand his dilemma, | felt that way a lot, too. But then we started
talking about marriage, and how you start off with such high ideals but eventually, inevitably,
some morning you wake up, look across at the lump in the bed, with its mouth open, and you
think, Al 6m married t o t lacto$tRewill Andof toms@ots p oi n
obedience to God. dAl an hattabishdose te antinuoto Idve r  (
and | ove with al/l my being. o0 Later the emo
Being born again, or for a pastor, ordination was a pink cloud experience. Eventually,
inevitably, every Christian wakes up to the yuck feeling! At that point loving the Body with all
our hearts becomes a conscious act of the willd a commitment no-matter-what.
Beyond that, the Christians in Acts 2:6 had potlucks, and in Acts 15:4 they had
committees and we have to see these things through spiritual eyes. What are potlucks and
committees but opportunities for people to rub off on each otherd people who have Jesus Christ
inside. When they interact a mystical thing is happening. Ten years later, after all the potlucks
and committees with their ingredients of love and laughter, of pain and patience, of hard times
and difficulties and misunderstandings and fighting our way back again to each otherd after and
through all that, looks of glory begin to grow on our faces.
Hey, did you ever think, it is just hitting me as | write, surely committee and committed
are from the same root word. | love the thought anyway.
One more thought someone gave me aboutthis: The Chri sti anbés sanctif
from two influences: Internally, from the Holy Spirit, and externally, from the Body of Christ.
That s good.
| saw in Ephesians 5:1-2 t hat we are to Iimitate Godbés | o
Christ loved us. | see at least five ways that he demonstrated his love toward us.
First, He loved those who were his own in this world and he loved them to the efiébhn
13:1). Now thatodos | eaving the pink cloud behi
problem is that we give up too quick. We d o rlo¥etto the end. Jesus loved us, loves us, and will
continue to love us regardless of our love toward him, with everything he has, even his very own
life.

t,
or
to

(0]

Second, he loves us with serving loveHe said that he d i ¢ conge to be served, but
rather, to serve. In John 13:4-5 we see that he stooped to do slave work as a demonstration of his
love. The refrain of a song | heard goes like this:

Think of it Lord, You gave him seas and sands;
and there he is with a towel in his hands!
Think of it Lord, You gave him sands and seas;
and there he was, down on his knees!

The third demonstration of his love is that i t adpersonal, intimate lovéde called his
disciples to be with him, as the King James Version says, and his last earthly words were,
ASurely | wild/| b eneww28:20) His Jowe is a lavé thatampvesan cl@sdvitdet t
doesmn@nd across the street with a megaphone a
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Fourth, his was an unconditional lovelesus loved you; Jesus loves you; Jesus will
always love youd period! Jesus loves you in spite of you! T h e rneiffysness about his love. It
i s haged on performance; i t based on grace.

| think this one truth is the greatest obstacle for most Christians. We have such a works
mentality. Jim Elliot, who has been one of my great heroes, wrote in his journal, listen to this:

I note that my jotting of a year ago seeks a time when | shall forget all my
failure. Psalm 107 has wrought much peace of heart in this regard. Just today, |
was thinking of how God loves in spite of all my sin and has promised to bring us
to the 6desired haven. 6 He wil/ perform un
resident Adam? What care for my bloating pride? What concern for attacking lust
whose inner fifth-column betrays me to that enemy so often? Perfect love casts
out fear, and this blessed restd in knowing He loves through all these thingsd
makes them seem too worthless even to be thought upon. I know them. God
knows them. I confess them. He forgives them. Oh that I might praise Him
worthily!

| sndt tlknaw them r. .eHa kndvs them ... I confess them . .. and He forgives
them. 1t o6s just that simpl e!
The awesome thing about all this is that all these demonstrations of love are to be our
examples to imitate! Actually the Greek word is even stronger than that, we are to reproduce
these into our lives.
The fifth demonstration of his love is the fact thati taGesponsiblelove A Chr i st | ov
the Church and sacrificed himself for her. Christ gave himself to make her holy, having cleansed
her through the baptism of his Wordd to make her an altogether glorious Church in his eyes. She
is to be free from spots, wrinkles or any other disfigurementd a Chur ch holy and pe
(Ephesians 5:25-27).
In other words, He loves with a goal in mind and h e gomg to stick withusuntilwe 6 r e
everything that he intends us to be! T h a truétsugh love. T h a liow w e Oto l@ve each other!
We 6tr@ be responsi ble for eadkhaetobae Wés gr owt
have to stick with each other until it happens. In a divided world, believers must demonstrate
how God can put people together. You ¢ a méright in your doctrine and wrong in your living!
In all of these aspects of love, it must be audible and visible! We need to demonstrate this
life. Why do you think Paul actually had to tell the Christians to greet one another with Kissesd
pure, holy kisses? (Rom. 16:16). Because those people were inhibited, just like us. They were
cynical, wary, and shy. Paul knew that shyness would degenerate into coolnessd and soon we
have a cold church. fAGo on, 0 prods Paul, #fAKkis
Listen to some words that Charles Swindoll wrote in the book Dropping Your Guard

AChurches need tlshrinds and nhoe Bkslocdl hark.e. nat i on a
less like untouchable cathedrals and more like well-used hospitals, places to bleed
in rather than monuments to look at . . . places where you can take your mask off
and let your hair down . . . places where you can have your wounds dressed.
Al t &ds | i kbeddymecent tunned @hdstian, said, as he lamented
the absence of a place of refuge:
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i G ..the only thing I miss is that old fellowship all the guys in our outfit used

to have down at the slop shoot . . . wedd sit around, | augh, t
beers, and really let our hair down. It was great!

A6But now | aindt got nobody to tell my t
cané6t find anybody in church wleol wiml | put
still okay. Man itdés kinda | onely in there

Stop and think. Where does a guy go when the bottom drops out? Who do Christians turn
to when stuff that is embarrassing or a little scandalous happens? Who cares enough to listen
when we cry? Who affirms us when we feel rotten? Who will close their mouths and open their
hearts? Moreover, even when we deserve a swift kick in the pants, who will embrace us with
understanding and give us time to heal without quoting verses? Without giving us a cassette tape
of some sermon to |isten to? Wi thout telling
intelligentlyé?
| know married couples that will not go to anyone within their church, even their pastor,
for counseling because they are afraid of the lack of confidentiality, and discretion.
Charles Swindoll goes on:

AWe need more shelters for storm victi ms.
on the outside, as |l ong as folks do not ac
people | meetare fedupwith é churchyd Christians. What we

something many people find in a local bar. Put on your shock boots and see if you
agree with the following comparison between the bar and the church.
AThe neighborhood bar is possibly the best counterfeit there is to the
fell owship Christ wants to give his church
instead of grace, escape rather than reality, but it is a permissive, accepting and
inclusive fellowship. It is unshockable. It is democratic. You can tell people
secrets and they usually donét tell others
because most people are alcoholics, but because God has put into the human heart
the desire to know someone else, and be known by someone else, to love and be
loved, and so many seek a counterfeit at the price of a few beers.

AWI th al.l my heart | believe that Chri st
where people can come in and say, O016&m sun
AWhat i f your wi f esoniresentlgtoldyauheisah ol i ¢? Or vy

practicing homosexual?

ALet 6s say your husband just wal ked out
your two daughters? Or you?

AWho can you turn to if you were just fi
.. Or your 15-year-old daughter told you last night that she is pregnant? . . . Or
you beat your kdamsd amsshymead? e. scare@dr you
you drug habit any longer? . . . Or you need professional help because you are
near a breakdown?

i D o u kpaov what you need? You need a shelter. A place of refuge. A few
folks who can help you, |l i sten to you, i nt
Father of Mercies, the God of all comfort,;

Corinthians 1:3-4).Christ i ani ty may be 6li ke a mighty ar
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our troops in a weird way. We are the only outfit | have ever heard of who shoots
their wounded. That is what my Marine buddy was afraid of. He had had enough
of being shot. Frankly, so have | .0

As | said, all men wi | | know that we are Je
commitment to each other; by the way we serve each other so selflessly; by our intimacy with all
purity; by our sacrifices for each other, our words of encouragement and affirmation; our hugs
and kisses . . . by these all men will know . . . not by our impressive church buildings . . . not by
our charming personalities . . . not by our up-to date techniques . . . not by our command of the
scriptures!
The greatest sin of Christians today is the sin of withholding love. When people in the
worl d see authentic, biblical |l ove within God
Dr. Francis Schaeffer makes this powerful comment:

Aln the midst of the wor lcutuye Jésus t he mi dst
gives a right to the world. Upon His authority he gives the world the right to judge
whether you and | are born-again Christians on the basis of our observable love
toward all Christians.

AThat is pretty friglhd eaandc gs ayse,s usl & we ngo
something to say to you. On the basis of my authority, | give you a right: You
may judge whether or not an individual is a Christian on the basis of the love he
shows to all Christians ... 6

Al n ot her wor ds, andtastipeuotqethtbejudgmeme up t o us
that we are not Christians because we have not shown love toward other
Christians, we must understand that they are only exercising a prerogative which
Jesus gave them.

AAnNnd we must not get mohtgrilyove fotpleeomp | @h rsias
we must go home, get down on our knees, and ask God whether or not they are
right to have said what they said.

AWe must be very careful at this point,
really born-again Christians, and yet fail in our love toward other Christians. As a
matter of fact, to be completely realistic, it is stronger than this.

AThere wil./ be times (and | et us say it \
we fail in our love toward each other as Christians. In a fallen world, where there
IS no such thing as perfection until Jesus comes, we know this will be the case.

And, of course, when we fail, we must ask
saying that failure to love all Christians proves that we are not Christians.
ALet each of wus see this individually f ol

Christians, it does not prove | am not a Christian. What Jesus is saying, however,
is that if I do not have the love | should have toward all other Christians, the
worldhas the right to make judgment that | am
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Balcony Christians

When | was younger | would go to the movies and sit up in the balcony so | could throw
popcorn down on the people below. Then when I got a little older, 1 would go to watch plays; |
even performed in many plays. When you sit up in the balcony y o u eny @istant, uninvolved
with the acting. If you happen to be a performer yourself, you have to admit that you will sit in a
theater and critique the acting or directing from the balcony.

Ministers sometimes do the same thing. | will openly confess that when w e Osittiag in a
meeting when someone else is teaching we will silently think, i B o yd say thata little
differently6 or Al 6d t hrow in t hi softhedVordaf Goddandbett now. O
carnal in their thinking sometimes). I think there are many Christians who want to simply sit in
the balcony and watch the action. They can see a lot, they even know a lot. They spend their time
discussing the performing Christians, the ones who are actually down on the stage doing the

work We 61 I freely criti queaninatersand folksiortthestreete e ot her n
actually doing the Lordds wor k.

Well, fellowshipi s nét s omet hiintgdbstdane. Chrissans todhy keow s0s s
much at a discussion level! We needtobedoersof t he Wor d. |l saiah 1:19 s
andthe obedientvi | | eat the good of the Il and! o Until
see how good it is.

How do you thinkt hi s woul d work in a marriage? AiWel

bought you some flowers on the way home . . . well, I meant to, but traffic was too busy and it
was way out of t hewillng youhadagreatidead Butirtéie silling wer e
and obedienthat make a happy wife . . . you need to follow through with your willingness.
T h e rapote ;1 my Scofield Bible hat | just | ove; AChristi an
something that is going on around the believer, but something which is going on withinh i m. 0
Larry Tomczak, the founder of The People of Destiny International Apostolic Team
wrote an article published in the Last Days Magazini the fall of 1989. | want to quote one
section from that article:

Many young people perceive Christianity as cold, lifeless, and boring. British
Bible teacher Terry Virgo tells of a newly saved young man who, seeing a church

nearby, sadly asked, 6Now that 1 6ém a Chris
building?d A common cry agaiyobnartr eldi gi on g
action, man, not boredo@®! ( emphasi s added) .

God agrees! And thatdéds why He is stirring
of authentic, Biblical, action-oriented Christianity is just around the corner as the
Church enters the lastdecadeon t hi s century . . -. for too
equippedandunder-c hal | enged. Now itds time to make

of God. Letbs shake off apathy and indiffe

Right on! So our first question is probably goingtobed 6 How? How can | I i v e
out? Hey, therebds over 400 people in my churc
Obviously, it will take a serious commitment on your part! A covenantypeof
commitment, just like in Acts 2:42-46. John Calvin comments on the fact that the King James
Version says, ial | joindddtogetherwh iacmhd U élait jeineghde VvGe reee k
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into the same, orintooned O whi ch may be expounded of the pl a
they were wont to dwell togetheri n one pl ace. 0
In other words, psychologically, they felt like family. And, families have a common pot
ofmoney! Therce6d ai nly ownership in the family (reec¢
roomo or AChr i st depsh enredarsevdlsll bknkaccountNe v er t h
People have often | aughed at those firs
joked over the early Christianso having fia
wives. That may be good for a laugh, but the truth of it was a powerful reality.
Even a non-Christian such as an entertainer for instance, or a sports figure, who strikes it
rich will take care of his brothers and sisters, or buy his mother a better house. If he understands
about family, how much more should we? When some of
with Christian brothers and sisters or parents nearby who are struggling financially? James 2:15-
16 says this proves that our Christianity is more than lip service, that i t adtrentic.
But beyond all this life together in a local Body,t h e s £ D b | an itch that w

t C
I

scratched yet when we hear the question, fAHow
When | was Pastoring a fellowship at Western Michigan University, | thought it was a
written | aw some place that | eaders must | ove

close friends because that would be playing f
really are and would no longer benefit from your ministrydd in fact, the Senior Pastor said those
very words.

| tried to be a good politician and hug everybody and smile, but I had the awful feeling |
was missing someone. Besides, | would have gotten lonelier and lonelier. Fortunately it just
di dnodt mwerekdse whohmeved in to be special friends with me, several that are still
dear friends after all these years. 't wasnot
possibly offer to everybody else, much as | wanted to.

Now I know thatthepo | i cy wasndét s upiptodbslicak The wor k, bec
Scriptures are full of stories of close friends, and leaders had them too. Moses had Joshua, Elijah
had Elisha. David had his band of thirty men, with three in the inner circle, and then an even
closer relationship with Jonathan. Jesus had three within twelve, and seventy beyond those. Paul
had Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Luke, Epaphroditus, and many more.

Let me share with you what seems to me to
our lives.

A. First, you need Accountabilityto a few other Christians.

Our concept of freedom is apt to be freedom from everybody, and this freedom is both
lonely and ungodly. Parents need to realize that if they want their children to be accountable to
them, then they must learn to be accountable to others. Ephesians 5 says that Christians are all to
be subject to one another, and then proceeds with specific relationships: Husbands and wives,
parents and children, masters and slaves (employer with employees). Colossians 1:28 says that
our goal is to be able to bring each other to maturity in Christ, and | Corinthians 12:20-21 says

that everybody needs everybody el se, in order

We need to say to eldeahdomdetroi my Goddmi ff maenm
go! Il need you!o Itdéds too easy to break away
somet hing you donét approve of, or they say s

get that relationship resolved. Shame on you!
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We need to make this desire for real Christian life our all-consuming quest. | like that! A

questisapursuitd a search. Webster adds even more col or
enterprise in medieval romance usually involvinganadvent ur ous journey. o0 That
|l i ke what 1 6ve been preaching!

B. We need Brokenness

Proud, stiff people donét bend. God-consid
necked!

David held out for a whole year after his sin with Bathsheba before writing Psalm 51,
when he confessed that Athe sacrifices of God
God, you wi |l lalmgbtil7). U ensl that fsegh brokénriess, it must have been hell
for David (Psalms 32:1-4).

When ynoouté rber ok en, when youb6re stiff, proud
accountable to others, and you wil never get
butt h e nogedsen so alone as the person who is alone in his sin. If you think about it,t h aat 0 s
silly place to be when forgiveness is only a confession away!

Do n 0t braakeach otha. Being broken and exposed is strictly a voluntary thing. But
i f you wil/ Ahumbl e yourself before Godlise Lor d,
not enough though. We must also be broken before each other.

Reading the story of Mary anointing Jesus with her perfume (Mark 14:3) made me think
of us in our relationships with each other. Here comes Mary with her alabaster vase of perfume.

Breaks it and pours the contents on Jesus. We 0 likesthat alabaster vase many times. We come to

church all dressed up and shiny, butwi t h  our i c o n tYetnthe thicd chapterdbf s cl os ed
Col ossians says that we hayveiderthaeaméenh We st ak abl
have the irresistible personality of Jesus inside of us right now. Yet we come to church and keep

him shut up, contained. The air is full of nothing. But John 12:3 said that once Mary broke her

vase fAthe house gwax cfei lolfed hwi tpheakiblueasest. \Wea We ne e
need to become more like a bag of grapes than a bag of marbles.

Certainly, itdos awkward and hard to be bro
of spirituality. Once Mary broke the vase, all the contents were gone forever. Yet Jesus said,

AShe has done a good work on me. 0

AThe high and | ofty one who i(nhoahbdi,t st heatt ersn
want t.osaybthis) I live in that high and holy place where those with contrite, humble
spirits dwell; and | refresh the humble and give new courage to those with repentant heartso
(Isaiah 57:15).

C. Cleansing.

Hosea 14:2 says, fATake words with you, and
our s i WithourKkids, Patricé and | always have themsay | 6 m angtime tigey hurt or
of fend someone. Because being sorry without s

In the family of God, learningtosay | 6 m ,sml to stay cleansed in all our relationships with
each other, is absolutely essential. Sometimes we accept Grace too cheaply. We let too many
little things go unconfessed, unrepented for. Several years ago, | was given a sheet of paper with
a list of things to spark my memory during my daily confessional.
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It was called simply, Examination of Conscienchs purpose is to serve as a reminder or
sensitizer to Goddés heart, and my hidden sins
the right side were Gatwduldbedgpmlway®putitor maybe co

So, to bring it all together, First, we need a longing for Accountability secondly, we need
a Broken spirit and finally, we need Continual Cleansing

Youprebably saying AThatodos goeat?Ni Gkaldagylo
asked. Keep on reading my friend.
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Joining the Stars

Okay, |l etds get specific about our respons
are in the Family of God. Have you been born again? Have you come to God, seeing your sin
and need for forgiveness, and accepting that forgiveness which he offers through the gift of
salvation by His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ?

Now that may seem very simple, but i t aBosvery important. | t tie sninimum step that
places you in the Body of Christ. You might be intrigued by all this talk about relationships and
love, but, you will never experience it without God. Nothing but the love of God will put you
over.

If y o u dnadeethat first step, you need to do several outward things, as visible signs of
the inward change (Acts 2:42). You need to find the right church, be baptized publicly in front of
its members, and put your name on its membership roll. Granted, i t nét ¢he true invisible
church, but it is the visible one, comparable to the Church atPhilippi or the Church at
Thessalonicathrough which the Holy Spirit does his work during this age.

Dondét skip this one! | canodt tell you how
dondt need a church. | can ewodr.soh iYpe pGo dy ooun snuyr €
do you? When was the last time you worshipped God while mowing the lawn or lying in a
hammock at your cottage?

The Bible tells us, fADondét forsakbagéasher:i
Godbés avenwveuofhcmaknmhgbl e, involved, broken,
survive long on the battle field of life.

Okay,sohow do you find the right one?ouWel |l , th
have to do it through prayer, but there are a few others things to consider. First, realize that no
visible church is going to be perfect,dand th
and join it anyway. Thatds one way God brings
church has more than two people init,y o u 6 | | h a.voe Noervoebritehnesl ess, t her

basics. They need to hold to Christ as the eternal Son of God, the Savior from our sins through
his death, the true head of the Church. | John 4:1-3 says to be careful not to fall for doctrinal
error.

The only things that will keep a church doctrinally correct is loving, teaching and
preachingthe Bible, so look for that. When the preaching is all philosophy and psychology, and
the Sunday school classes are discussions of what everybody thinks, look out! There is a way
that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to d@atkierbs 16:25). The Bible needs to be
in their hands, to be used and marked and loved and lived. | hate seeing Bibles where the
bi ndi ng hasnod B sheovoeenfm raost favoriterBiblks & held together with
duct tape!

Now beyond truth, there needs to be grace. Jesus was full of both (John 1:14). A church
can hold to absolute truth, but be totally dead, and not even know it. They can also be totally
belligerent in the way they hold to the truth! Is there a real sense of worshiping the Lord in the
church service? Or is it simply honoring Him with their lips, when their hearts are far from him?

I have seen churches that are on both sides of the fence. Some are totally immersed in
very practical, nuts and bolts type of ministry. They are feeding the poor, having missions into
the inner city, or ghettos, but weak in the area of spiritual warfare. Others are strong in prayer
and spiritual warfare, but their lives are lived out in a purely theoretical sphere. They have no
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heart for the poor. They may be solid in their doctrine and understanding of the Word of God, yet
poor in the very practical ministry and hands-on type of help.
You need to see if t h e sineedtg in their worship, or are they putting on a show, trying
to work up a purely emotional response? Who are they trying to impress, you or the Lord? Do
they mention his name in their conversations? Are there new Christians there . . . and new ones
being born again? Look for signs of life! There also has to be evidence of maturity. Do the
members outgrow the Pastor?
Back indawnwe, éoll Wle day s -roanhsehoolhdude, thefiest- was a o n
graders helped the kindergartners; the third-graders helped the first and second-graders . . .
Now, if you find that the Lord is leading you to a particular fellowship, join them. Be

baptized, I f you havenodt done that yet, and g
i mportant! Donét hlvienygoaod meimbe&mhi pviblalce, 1
are buried there. Take your stand with the | o
you. | want to submit to you and share your |
withit!Don 6t run off when you dondét | i ke something

leave. Too many people are carrying with them the grudges and hurts from other relationships
and never get them resolved.

| 6ve had people tell fme otmee yt e bleesdn cihkirck
maybe you need to examine your own heart. May
flaky, then | ook f or-upd8ecamkiaovoleedinitand dettthemisecen 6t al |

life of faith lived out!

| remember Larry Tomczakd an evangelical teacherd saying that the reason he stayed in
his Catholic churchd despite having great difficulties with many things taught there, because he
was able to touch so many lives with what God had done in his own life.

In the Christian Community my wife and | once belonged to, the members actually
entered a covenant with the other believers. It w a s ent@réd into lightly, it required much prayer
and counsel, nor did they break that covenant without much prayer and counsel. The Covenant
stated that in order for them to respond to what God was doing among them and to be the people
he was calling them to be, they gave their whole lives to Him, to follow His Son, Jesus, and to
live lives as true disciples, through prayer, study of His Word, worship, evangelism, hospitality,
etc. but most importantly, to consecrate their lives to Him not simply as individuals but as
members of a people, members of (their particular community). So, in a very real sense, they
were committed to a body, to a specific group of believers.

Ray Ortlund wrote that, as the Pastor of a small church, he became so dissatisfied with
the |l ack of ALifeo i n-offsartswitichis people. it thednkofwhaa de a ¢
could have been his last sermon, he said that he needed people to commit to each other to pursue
Christ, or he had to leave . . . amazingly, a bunch of people signed up. They were evidently
waiting for him to commit . . .

After you make this commitment to your fellowship, you need to immerse yourself as
deeply as you can into the life of that local body. Worship right among themd not by radio or
television at home; not even sitting out in the Narthex even if you can hear it over the speaker.

You need to be shoulder to shoulder, sharingtheothe r 6 s reacti ons to it al/l
yours. They need to hear you sing! They need to catch the intensity of your worship. (Someone
noticed that | always sit in the first row wh

because | was so spiritual. That was until I explained that I sit in the front row so no one had to
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hear me when | sang. | was just trying to save someone from having to bear that cross during the
service).

Even beyond this, you need some sort of congregatiorof a few dozewho can get to
know who you are. They know your name; you know theirs. You see each other at parties, Bible
classes, and church doings. They help you know you belong, and you help them know they
belong!

So many times | hear comments like;i They asedsojoakt a bunch of
feel | i ke such an o ed,scildlways wandefwhahsepgthoser e s o c ol
complainers took to get involved. What did theydo to become a vital part of the fellowship? Did
they discuss their feelings about the group to anyone within that group, or just with people
outside of 1t? 1tds so easy yoaogoipgtotdo? Yommeedb | a me
to give of yourself.

Beyond all this congregational stuff, you need at least one cell in your life. T h ad400 s
important | had better spend more time on it.
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Important Little Stars

So far we spent a lot of time looking at our relations at a congregational level. But even if
your church is small, you need to find a few people that are special. This is especially true if your
church is large.

How can you share at an i ntimate | evel
them and have fun with them during worship or during special gatherings or parties, but for the
struggles in your life and the dreams you have or goals that you have set for yourself; for the
correction you need and for the correction you need to give; for all the nitty-gritty daily affairs in
your life that need to be supported and prayed for and guided, you need a smaller group of about
four to eight people.

A large group is fine for a Bible Study, or Bible teaching situation which is
informational But in a situationt h airttedded to be formational the sharing of lives, which
takes time and intimacy, you need a smaller group.

|l tds good to be stretched to | ove at |
interpersonal relationships wild|l hel p you

east

gro

because then some members beathegroup. 0 get anonym

So how can you find a few others that are hungry to grow, you may ask? Without

sounding simplistico pr ay! Thi s is the Lordés work, and h:q

after you have prayed, you feel drawn to take the initiative and ask certain people to join you.
Maybe after you have prayed, others will ask you. The point is prayer.

The Lord is the great administrator of the Church and knows just how to organize this for
the greatest spiritual effectiveness. He also knows you and your needs best. He can find the ones
you need to cause that growth to take place within your life.

In Luke 6:12 we see that Jesus also prayed before he picked his disciples and started his
ownsmallgroup Now prayer di dnot g ureupwasgbting®bet hat
perfect and ideal; Judas was one of the twelve remember. All the members of the groups may not
turn out to be saintly saints, but if the group has been formed by prayer, they will be the right
ones.

Now, when Jesus had picked the twelve out of all his disciples, Luke 6 describes

everl

physically the way Jesusd6 | ifestyle was going

17 and 18:

He went down from the mountain with the twelve and stood on a level place. A large
crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of other people . . . who had come to hear
him and to be healed of their diseases . . .

If we were able to look at this scene from a helicopter, we would see Jesus in the middle,
ringed with concentric circles. The closest around him were the Twelve. In a ring around them
were the multitude of his other disciples; and outside of that ring were all the rest of the curiosity
seekers and believers of one degree or another.

Then verses 19 and 2 0 allgriedtodoach hino. . . and Igokingh a t

at his disciples, he sai d . . . 0

Do you see the difference in the relationships? The crowds were satisfied to touch.
Certainly there was healing and help in the touch of Jesus, but the word disciplemeans learner.
What a difference! Jesus touched the crowds, but he taught the disciples. He deliberately turned
to them and gave them his time, attention, teaching, and intimacy.
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Notice how speci al their place was in Luke
clled Nain, and his disciples and a | arge crowd
You get the feeling of concentric circles again. As the days moved along, the crowds
came and went, and even, probably the disciples came and went (John 6:66); but soon Luke is
more specific:

inAfter t hi s, Jesus travel ed abtoeut from one
twelve were with higmd Luke 8:1.

Luke 8:4 says that when a large crowd gathered, he taught them by parables, but verse 9
says that privately to the Twelve he explained what the parable meant.

Luke 9:1 says that soon he gave special powers and authority to the Twelveand both
Luke 8:51 and 9:28 show that by now he was singling out three of the twelve for the deepest
times of all with him.

We now k n o wagelveyswelkvie camrecgesohn 3:16 at the drop of a hat. But
now we are just beginning to realize his method. Jesus did many things for the multitudes, but
more and more, he invested his time in a few. We need to catch that and begin to imitate it.

What qualities did the Twelve have that made Jesus choose them? (And obviously the
follow up to that would be for us to look for the same qualities when we pray over who we
should get close to).

Well, one thing that I see is that they were available For instance, there was Levi, or
Matthew as he was call ed. How about this? fide
of Levi sitting at his tax booth. O0Foll ow me,
everything amdukéb5®T-28owed hi mo

|  d o n atmmeartt that Lavkno longer had any earthly possessions from this point on.

When he left everythingl think it simply meant that he had a new master who would take charge
of everything Levi owned because the very next verse saysthatLevib s very first act
of Jesus was to use his own house to throw a big party and introduce all his friends to Jesusd all
the other tax-gathers and the whole bunch! (Luke 5:29).
Thereds a | ota rodrealfZtvailabls for smalhgeoupsvThay have great

personalities, and you will always enjoy them
just not | oose enough from this worldbs syste
range. Anyway, not f or erthemyor we®d goarselfout byingtaget your
them involved. Al so, donét <critici zelustcit-em ei t

6em some sl ack.

Jesusod di s cteaghbbes Twearted salwshaat makes a d
thewordmeans fAl emewkelrl,iongntdo be one. He canbo
knowing everything! Some Christians are always teaching you; their communication just goes in
one direction. T h-and-takelioasharmgsituatiomna k e f or gi ve

Jesus6 disci pl e beardYos mave to bak fovhbaein pedple. That is, |
when you mention the Lord, you see a little sparkle in their eyes. Something lights up; you have
the feeling you could communicate around the Lord together. Neither one of you has to know a
lot, but God gives you the feeling that it would go. Heart means everything. More than looks or
education, gifts, anything, although i t gdod to have some things in common, look for a longing
to know God better!

i scip
t giv
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Now, when you get this group together, you are discipling If that bothers you, remember
they are also discipling you. Discipling is where the spiritually younger seek out the older and
say, fAPlease teach us and |l et your | ifestyle
Often small groups are actually just supportive fellowships, where more or less peers get
together and say, AYou teach me what you know
Whereyoud®treong and | 6m weak, you yYhed pr énéplg aln d wi
you, SO we can grow together. o
When Gododés family is truly functioning, th
the physical family situation are filled in, healed, mended and completed. Then we live full,
balanced lives, with all the richness of relationships that we need.
Right now names may be popping into your head. Are there those you think of that you
would really love to get together with and share the Lord? Get away in a time of concentrated
prayer. If he seems to indicate that this group is right, either they will ask you, or you will ask
them. It will happen, and it will work.
But | etds get back to discipling. Jesuso |
you, so you turn around and disciple others, just as | have discipled you. See that they are
baptized, and teach themeveryt hi ng Yy ou h av ed Matthaw28118-4 0 f rsd ma mé o
what the Twelve went out and did, and the result is that we have the church today.
But notice that hehsaigd)] fnadacisaponglblity goer v

to share all that | have | e difeandtkypoultieirGonour my
mine.

Jesus didnét say, AGo out and evangelize. 0
evangelist s, but all Christians must be disciplers

programs and retreats. 0  Tjtistovsaeout the saints, and the results can be almost nil.

No. Little-by-little, line-upon-line, and precept-upon-precept, Christians are to disciple
each other. Then, more particularly, the more mature are to disciple the less mature; and the ones
who know little are to learn from those who know more; and in this way the whole family of
God acts out its roles and grows in Him (11 Timothy 2:2).

New believers start out as the children at first. They learn from many fathers and
mothers, at close range, with time enough to let the learning relate to their daily lives and get it
all worked in, in application. Eventually (hopefully soon) they will be parenting others.

This isnét easy. Thatodés why the ABCb6s are
business, or have years of maturity and knowledge in many areas. To humble themselves enough
to be accountable to others, and to be broken in spirit, w 0 nbé dasy.

Consider Paul. Sometimes we think of him as a very young man when he met Christ.
Actually, scholars tell us he was probably in his forties. He was a respected Pharisee and more; a
member of the exclusive Sanhedrin, like our Supreme Court. In his career and in his personality
Paul was in cement. He was hardened into his loves and hates.

Then he meets Jesus! By instant blindness h e asle physically dependent on others. For
three days he is led by the hand like a little child. Then h e éelsvered into the hands of a big
brother in Godobés family, Ananias, to whom he
a brand new baby Christian, a little brother in Christ.

Or maybe we could look at Nicodemus, another religious heavy. He had been an
authority for probably many years, to which others went for instruction. When he came to Jesus,
he made himself vulnerable. He came humbly, as a learner; he asked for it, and he got it! John
3:10-11 may have been the first time he had been rebuked since he was a boy.
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The | nt er paoonertenging onghis Eassagel seyst h e noerédd in a bovine
(cow-like) creature who just d o e sindledstand what h e @etsing into; but the man of true
courage will gather up his fears, his awkwardness at the unfamiliar, and come to Jesus, anyway!

That 6s how megaplne iaarted WGordridbs family. Grown
people recognized for their skills and status
family and play a brand-new role; they are a new little brotheror little sisterwith a whole lot to
learn.

One brother, also a Pastor, had been leading his church for several years and rarely, if
ever, heard from his father. Then one weekend, totally out of the blue, his father showed up a the
church and sat through the entire serviced gave his life to the Lordd and for several years
afterward, sat under the teaching of his son. He was the father and my friend grew from an
infant, and now he is a brother-in-Christ and a follower of his son . . . freaky, huh? How
humbling it must have been for a fatherd to submit to his son?

Then again, Bill Benson who, after he had been a believer for 30 years or so, was
teaching and sharing how he had grown to know the Lord, to experience his wisdom and love.

When he finished, a woman came up to him and very lovingly explained that she was 74 years

old, and had come to Jesus when she was 12 ye
anything yet!o Isnbét that great frlaighshipwithday we
Jesus, and we will never be able to say we know all there is to know!

Remember that Jesus called a little childover, set him in the midst,
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom
of h edaMathewol8:3-4.

So first we see that a person mature in the family of this world has to be willing to be
born again and open up his mind, heart, eyes and ears to a new world. He has to play a brand
new role, that of baby brotherand be willing to go to the places where he can learn, and where
he can ask foolish questions. He has to be willing to submit to teaching and to being loved and
cared for and advised, if he is to grow.

Secondly, the parents and big brothers and
assume their roles. They must give him plenty of time, feeding information, tenderly rebuking,
pointing out Scriptures, and simply reacting to life in front of him so that he can learn how
Christians react to life. They must do and be everything that is needed to bring that spiritual
baby, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to maturity.

However , i f seehhefunstibns o thesnendbers ofdhe family of God, they
wonodt see each other with spiribigshatdsanewwes. The
baby brother. Theyoll simply see him as a big

and not listen enough. Then he will be cheated and his growth stunted.
| originally gave my heart to Jesus when | was in eighth grade at a church camp. It was
sincere and completely open. But no one came in to teach me about my new found life! No one
came to disciple me! | was left on my own. As a result, | ended up suffering many heartaches,
pains, and struggles that I should have never experienced! If only someone had taken me under
their wings and cared for me, taught me, helped me! Oh, how desperately | needed someone, but
t here wasnotTinothyibhoueaPaul was a
I n Godds family we play compl etelly 6ki f fere
essential that we understand them and that we function within them, in order to help each other
grow strong in Christ.
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The world is full these days of new babies in the family of God. But so few of the other
members of the family have realized, and assumed, their roles.

I will be talking more about this need to grow because we have so many people in
ministry who have no discipline or training. Now, | 6 not talking about seminaries or Bible
Schools. Those things are nice but they only
character or Spirit.

For now realize thatt h e a Ietlé girl or a little boy down the street from you or around
the corner who has just received Jesus as Savior. Maybe it happened in a Child Evangelism class
or a Sunday school, or at a camp, or a vacat.i
Christians.

Or maybe the r anGadult you know, who likes you, who is just beginning to believe in
Jesus Christ as Savior. What are you going to do about it?

Remember in Matthew 28:16-2 0, Jesus0 parting words told
teaching them everything that he has taught us. If all you know is John 3:16, then go and teach
that! Whatever you have learned, y oubte €ponsi bl e to share. You don
knowl edge, or scriptures memorized, all you n
share what you have received and learned!

That s what happened i mmediately after Pet
|l i festyle, and he told his disciples to do th

me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach
ot her 8 Ilaihothp2d®.
This is basic, biblical Christianity. No Christian service can substitute for this; not
directing the church choir, not ushering, not cooking church dinners . . . not even writing
Christian books. Discipling is foundational; it keeps you in touch with God and with people, and
keeps you bringing the two together. It keeps you growing in grace; your personality is
challenged and stretched. It keeps you growing in knowledge; you automatically keep learning
Godos IWesddos plan for your | ife.
Have you been a Christian for a while, and learned a few things? Theny o u i@spoasible
to act out your role as a spiritual ysuahbher or
have heart who are available and who are teachable and say, fAHey, how wou
meet together once a week for a little Bible study, and to share our lives, say, through next June?
Woul d that be possi bl e?o0
Or are you ayoung Christanwho doesno6t kY ouwdéspwsiblato agcteut ?
your role as a child in the family. Goto someoney ou r espect and say, Al r
more about the Bible and about the Christian life. Would you take me on for a while and disciple
me ? 0
So that you will never grow stagnate, there should always be learning from those who
know more than you do, and you should always be teaching those who know less. All of us are
forever responsible to be son, brother, or father, daughter, sister, or mother. Depending on the
spiritual level of the one to whom we are relating at the moment.
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Jonathan and David

So far, we have discussed relating at a congregational level and at a small group level.
|t tiins | share my heart with you about friendship, friendships that last forever. I want to look
at establishing selective, godly friendships. As one example, we can look at the story of Jonathan
and David. How did their friendship start, how did it grow, and how did it continue?
In First Samuel 18:1 itsaysthat 1A J o n a t waaknitdosthe lreast af David; they
became one in spirit and Jonathan loved him as himself o
T h ad béastiful image of friendship! When someone knits a sweater or a scarf, they use
two needles, one in each hand. As they knit, two pieces of yarn come together to become one
solid fabric.
Paul wrote to the Christians at Col ossae |
out more and more how strong are the bonds of Christian love, they would be welded togethey
| ove. oingiided ci nat
When you weld two pieces of metal together, they literally melt and become one piece
along the seam. In fact, the seam becomes stronger and more durable than the original pieces of
metal. Selah, (pause and consider that). When two lives come together with their mutual
commitment to Christ as the cohesion, they can become one. They become inseparable. ] s nét t hat
the ideal for a marriage?
So |l etbébs |l ook at the beginning of such a r
Jonathan. Here was Goliath coming down and challenging the Israelites for battle between him
and whomever they might choose. Then this young, unknown David comes, defeats Goliath,
wonthedayd, and al so won Jonathands admiration. H
Jonathan had quite a day himself.
The Phillistines were making raids on the Israelites. They were strong, they were
threatening, and the whole safety of Israel was at stake. Every able Israelite was out in the hills
and valleys indefensed even t he Kingés son, Jonat han.
AfJonathan said to the young man who bore h
of those uncircumcised Phillistines. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder
the Lord fromsavingp whet her by &bBSany146.r by a fewbo
Isn6t t hat great! Jonathan says to his armor
battle, whether by many or a few.o0Heke {jwePOf
Certain things stand out about Jonathan right here. First, his spirit: he was bold for God,
full of faith and courage. Those kinds of men are contagious.

AéDo all that you have in mind, & his armor
and soul 606 (v. 7)asisyYouremind, sosmimd at i on says

| like that! H e &aging,J o hnny, |l &m yours. Yefa-itlsay t he wc

As verse thirteen says: fAAnd they fell bef

Because of this adventure, all Israel loved Jonathan; and when a problem arose between
Jonathan and His father Saul, all the people rose andsaid, i Don &6t touch a hair of
h e a lde.was a real hero.

Jonathan was a Man! The thing that troubles me is why did he allow Goliath to come up
those forty days and taunt Israel. After experiences like the ones he had, why would he let one
man shake the cage of Israel so badly? | dono
told. Maybe Jonathan comes back after this tremendous rout of the enemy. He sees his father the
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King slipping back into his old depressions, disobedience toward God and losing control of the
peopled and Jonathan might have said, iWh at 6 s t he usbte? Nobody cares.
But when he saw David wal k out odDatidhat val
just a young shepherd boy, a little guy, younger than Jonathan himselfd | can imagine that a man
with a heart IdiWhe al o 'Hotwh aarbfosu ts dlide, tny ddlo w about
What a man! o
| desperately need men around me who are giant killers. 1 want to be a giant killer! The
truth is, many times it seems that most of us have an innate tendency to back off sometimes. We
need fearless, godly men. The story of many Christians is that they start hot with Godd Take it
all, Lord. You can have anything | havs a result God blesses him and soon he has it made.
Then hewantsto keepitmadeand protects hi msel hedegdelingdoesnot
wholly on God. Frankly, I d o nmant that to happen to me.
Jim EI'liot wrote to his brother and told h
hallowed dare-devil spirit in lifting the biting sword of Truth. Consuming (him) with a passion
that is called by the cultured citizens of Christendom 6 f a n a,t6i cbiustm known to God
saintly madness that led His Son through bloody sweat and hot tears to agony on a rude Crosso
and Glory!o (Now that is a radical!) To his s
anything or over-elated, either. Live each day as if the Son of Man were at the door, and gear
your thinking to the fleeting moment . . . Walk as if the next step would carry you across the
threshold of Heaven.Pray! The sai nt who advances on his knee
Boy, that fires me up! We simply have to be out on the cutting edgeort h e eneughsin
out there that if we yield to it, we willbe zeros. Paul t ol d t he Corinthians:s
it wired, watch out or you might fall into the garbage can (Or something like that).
T h awh§ asgodly friend or two is utterly essential! Not an option or reasonable
suggesti on. emastdThereannstbe fmepdewhaate tourageous enough to exhort
and rebuke us, and loving enough to encourage us.
With all our emphasis on The Body, | think we have hardly even discovered the
possibility of what a Spirit-breathed, committed friend can do in our lives.
One brother said to me Al dondét know wheth
to me or not. A month ago | shared with them three goals | dlikle to reach: To establish a
consistent daily quiet time, to stick to a diet that will take off fifteen pounds, and to adhere
rigidly to a new budget that wil/ di scipline
He | ooked at me earnestl y. Al candt make i
about these goals four weeks ago, not one of them has asked me how | & dwing. Not one has
checked up on me. 0

ATel | t h eTnh!edyra3poneibla forgou! If they have committed their hearts to
you, your failure is their failure. You dé6net hi s together! o

The next morning was their weekly breakfasttog e t h e r . My friend | aid
you guys | ove me or donét you? Do you care or

| saw him again a few days after that and
guys were smitten. Almost every day since, somebody has called med 6 H e yu,stickingto
your diet? You have your quiet time yet today? No impulse buying, Buddy ... 0

There was a sense of great confidence in hiseyesthatwa shlbér e bef or e. Al ol
he said. My response was that their need to keep responsible for him was just as important as his
need to keep accountable to them.
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Once a brother had asked me to be in agreement with him about getting up at 5:30 every
morning for prayer. So we prayed, and then every day for about four or five days I called him at
5:30 to see if he was up. The first day he admitted that I got him out of bed but after that, he was
up before I called. Then I would call occasionally to keep him on his toes. That must have
impacted him, because several years later | heard commenting about it to people, and what he
said is still with me after all these years.

He s Soimdny timAs when someone asks for prayer, or are trying to establish a new

di scipline, it seems theyoére alone on it. Oh
when | asked my friend to pray for me, he called to check up on me, it blessed me so much to

knew that | wa s hedad to toidcediimslf out bf bekl to @alhme.tHh a t

encouraged me by that. He was there with me! It also made me examine my responsibility to

follow up on those that ask me for prayer. o

Hey, dondt ask mey o useri@esaboytit,becauseltaleit unl es s
seriously. If the two of us are going to ask our Father for something, w e ébotlein it together.
| wanted you to see how this friendship of Jonathan and David developed. Chapter 18 of I
Samuel says that AJonathanés heart was knit t
much as himsel f. o0 One t.rlJanatsdlevdd hiro as hisrowndi dfeer.so i t
ltds interesting that | John says we are to |
Realize this though, it takes time to knit something; the process calls for skill, care, and
patience. Especiallywheny oude &1 i ng wi th somet hilifeg as del i ca
So then, if w e Ogpirg to have friendships in which our hearts are knit together with
others, we must carefully select people that God gives us who will join their hearts with ours.
There are all kinds of people | would love to have my heart knit together with, but
knitting takes time. The point is to look for those people, whom because of circumstances, | 6 m
naturally thrown in with. God says to us by t
become deep friends with someone, or with two,thr e e, or f our . O
To this day, years after first becoming deeply committed to each other, I could call Lyle,
Jeff, Miles, Steve, Dave, Pat, and a few others and | KNOW they would be there for med and
they KNOW I would be there for them. We had so deeply committed our lives that not even time
or distance would take that away.

Dond6ét isolate yourself! Become involved, d
your spiritual life away until t h e nothidgdeft of you.
Some ask how many itcan be. lhavenoi dea. | dondét know what yo

is. Paul knit his heart together with many people. In Colossians when he prayed that Christians
would be knit together in love, it was because he had experienced it. Everywhere he went he has
a young brother with him. As he wrote to this church and that place, he told how dearly he loved
them; how Epaphroditus was willing to lay down his life for him and Timothy encouraged him in
the Lord. The Body of Christ today must be knit together in the same way.
Wherever we are, we can be close to some other believersd someone to knit our hearts
with. Some with whom we have so committed ourselvesto,t hey 6 r e o udheis. and weodr
Shakespearedos Haml et gm@upletemod thysdulevith hbogsot el | i ng
steel
While Jesus was walking in our flesh, he had three very special friends. Then He had the
twelve. He poured himself and devoted his time into them. Then he had the seventy who he
trained and sent out. Then there were the hundred and twenty. He loved them all alike, in a sense.
Yet, he was particularly woven into the fabric of the lives of some who were very special.
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Today of course, Jesus is risen, ascended, and is no longer limited physically or
geographicall y. Now hlenever kave yau,anor forsake yoa. Aveilnhbe o f  u s,
with you always. o0 The miracle of the resurrec
closest friend of all. As bone is knit to bone, so is the Head perfectly fused to the body.

But the way we learn to express our love for the Head is the way we learn to express our
love for somebody who is flesh and blood, with all the nitty-gritty working-out of love that that
involves.

As someone once wrote: ATo | i ve badglooyve wit h
To |live below with saints we know, well, that

So many times, we want to put the working of our faith and the living out of our
Christianity on an ethereal level. The problem is, my life is lived on a very practical, down to
earth, every day existence. Daily dealing with my job, the children, paying bills, mowing lawns,
buying groceries, living with my wife, living with my children, etc., etc. My life is very practical.

Get your eyes off the worldwide missionary crusades and national Healing Campaigns
and start living as good workers in your jobs, raising respectful, obedient children, as loving
husbands or wives. Live out your lives in the respect and quiet obedience to our God.

Jonat han and Davi doés ofethereal pidkslbud gf ematiansih 6t s om
began with a ver b addeaaogenaeteith®avit, becaiselh®loved hitn @& n
his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David,
and hisarmor, andevenhisswor d and hi s b @dwSaan.ndi83,4hi s girdl eo

Reali ze what Jonathan is doing here. Jonat
natural understanding and expectations, Jonathan was the heir to the throne. David was his
subject. Nevertheless, Jonathan loved him so much that he took off his special robe and gave it to
David. He took off his belt in which he had his wealth and he gave that to David. He is saying in

doing all of this, AAII | have is yours, Davi
Have you ever said that to anybody, other than your spouse? Everything | have is yours.

|l tds easy to be a | oner, to protect yourselHf

Rangers out there. They really | oveheyXlmgpgus, bu

tothe ol d adage, tiAds |peveep lheumMancdangt iisttsinRedl. 0 1t 6s
fellowship calls for gutsy commitment.

T h e rareeRqsisite scene concerning this friendship of Jonathan and David that we need
to look at. David had to hide from Saul because Saul had given himself over to the oppression of
demons and was seeking to kill David. Now Jonathan and David are meeting alone so that Saul
woul dnét find him and Jonathan saidlLbodDayv
Listen to this now, Athat we wil/| be frien
and me. 60 They were bound together Ioly God.
Ghost Glue if you like, but it goes even deeper thanthat. The i r commi t ment went
descendants forever. 60

They not only bound their lives together, but they bound the lives of their children and
grandchildren and great grandchildren and children beyondthat. That 6 s sayi ng, Al
your children and even the children of your <childre
profound and binding than that.

Then we can see the |l ast time that these t
but very soon, Jonathan is going to be killed in battle.

ADavid was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph
kil | hi m. But Saul 6s son Jonathan went to Dav

5 =
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in Godo (I Sam. 23:15,16).A0Ohenatrfaars) ati.on. st
(Daviddébs) hand in God.o Isnét that great? How

God?
When we wife was in surgery for cancer, | called my Pastor and a couple of friends,
asking for them to pray for Patrice, butwhen | cal l ed Lyl e, he didnot
he simply said, fiLetds pray . 0
He make any promises to pray for her, he went right ahead and prayed for her . I was
quite please that he would do that, then his comment made me chuckle, A We | I , youodore t
who taught me to do it.o Wow! | never realize

was doing that . . . when someone asked me to pray, | just always unconsciously prayed.

Now back to Jonathanand David...i Davi df wasd. 0 Thatdéds wh
come in. Jonathan finds him and s ayasointddD o n
you. Takefshteragngtohedeed hi s hand in God. 0o

|l sndét it great to be abl e ttdhinlsofahighergt h e
honor than that. When | was Pastoring, that was my greatest sense of joy. Galatians 6:1 says that
we should restore one another; we are to refresh one another; teach one another; encourage one
another. The fifth chapter of Ephesians instructs us to speak to one another in Psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs.

Now | isten, Jonathan told him, fADondét be a
become King of Israel, and | will be nexttoyou.Even my f at her 6 W& u l Knows

What an amazing thing for Jonathan to say. Jonathan, who was physically next in line to
the throne, was saying, AMy greatest joy is t
to you, that will be enough. o

Do you know how to support your friend in God? Wives, do you ever strengthen your
husbandds hand in God and encourage him to do
Husbands, do you ever strengthen your wifebs
are bound together, do you strengthen each other with the Word of God and with
encouragement?

AYou know Timothyés worth, o wrote Paul, fi h
in the gospel . 0

| was sharing with one brother, as we began to see the Lord shaping our lives into this
samet ype of relationship and making a covenant
commit myself to you. | feel so weak, so smal
said, AAlright, this is the ticomeatimelaterwhen t o po
you can strengthen me. 0 And those times have
twins plus two, a new job, leaving the ministry and working in a secular field, etc., etc., etc.

T h e ramtbesbrother, who after twenty years still brings great joy to my heart when we simply

see each other at church. Twenty years ago | left a position of leadershipd a position that feed

my ego well, because people would call me (sometimes late at night) for prayer; | was invited to

speakat ot her churches . . . I was frankly someb
state and became a fAinobody. o6 No one asked be
one knew, or for that matter, cared who | was or what my background was. It was an extremely
di fficult time for me. And my body John
in the wheel 2?60 Shoot, not too good, tha
correction when | needed it most. | have no doubt at all that our Father but us together at the
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most important time! In fact, to this day, whenever | see John my heart is open and my
countenance brightens.

ButJonat han said to David, il am strong now,
andlshalljust stand by your side. o Gladly Jonathan
David. What a wonderful demonstration of self

|l tds interesting that in the book of Acts
Everyone referred to them as fiBarnabas and Paul .
even APaul and company. 0 Barnabas seemed to s

After Jonathan died, I wonder i fediOelvi d eve
you next to me. In a far different \Wermpwst han w
12 mentionst he fAgreat ¢l oud of witnesses around us.
the years continually surrounds us and encouragesust o fAst and f i r m! Beli eve

(Thank you, Lord.)

|l want my memory to |linger with somebody.

gone. One of my life purposes, if you will accept my using that term, is to leave a mark on others
through my life and my talents, which will point them to God.

To |l eave a mark on others! A Hollywood par
said, AThe whole idea of I|ife is |living with
very imperfect world. If you fail to look at your life that way, you can go right through it with
absolutely a zero attheendd | mean, when you di sappear, so wh.
a mark, or anything at all .o

How hopeless! Sheds all dr es s edtwithfittin or | i f
your | ife into Gododos plan for you. Then only
eternity!

One day a guy came up to Jesus, scuffed hi

conversation-o pener and so e syaiud,stm§iirn,g valreruenda her
with him and revealed to him the fact that he was the long-awaited Messiah (John 1:35-41).
That guy turned out to be Andrew, who went and got his brother Simon and introduced

him to Jesus, and as Paul Harveywoul d s ay, AAnd neewtyod khewstlive y
These two brothers ended up seeing thousands converted in one day, writing letters which
became part of Goddés sacred word, and becomin

Church (Ephesians . 2:20). Not to mention having their names written upon the final Heavenly
City of God (Revelations 21:14).
Howés that for making a mark, when al/l h e
question? When you hook up with Jesus, you have gotten to where the action is, and only God
Himself will determine what the eternal effects will be.
Anne Ortlund tells of a time when they lived for several months in a country that
punishes its citizens with death if they deny the faith of their fathers and become Christians. One
night they were taken secretly to have a private dinner with a young man of that land who loves
Jesus with all his heart. She writes:

AHow handsome he was, and what an attracHt
the floor across fromusandsai d, 61 can never have a girl f
think about a wife. I know before too | ong

0But, oh, 6 he said, and | eaned across so
replace myself with sever al ot her Christia
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That Hollywood partygoerd i dndét know what | ife was all a
Corinthians 15:58 says, NnBe steadfast . ) ) Kk
Years ago | read a comment which | have kept all this time:

A A s ol vednchés thick, actually bent under the pressure of my hand! |
couldno6t believe it, but a remarkable prec
AThis set me thinking. Am | . o0 . exerti:H
a pressure measurable not by ordinary means, but real? My very little strength
may seem not worth trying to exert. But not all that happens is visible to human
eyes. 0

| have a section in my notebook called Disciples. At the top of the first page, | wrote

several year s aghoun dirFead hdeirs, c ipp Mdeaskj@techdonnmye | i f et |
several scriptures while | was praying over t
sakes | sanctify myself, that they themsel ves
myself to this; | have set myself apart from lesser pursuits and denied myself other desires.

| havealsocopied ICor i nt hi ans 12:15a: dl wil/l mostly
for your soulso | want that t o ttitudeanddpubtiess| v at t

of thousands of other Christians through the centuries!
Even after death, the friendship of Jonathan and David continued, unbroken. The last
chapter of | Samuel tells us of it:

ANow the Philistines fadflegthefhilistises, ael ; and
and fell slain on Mount Gilboa.i And t he Phil i stines overtook
and the Philistines slew Jonathan. .. & | Samuel 13:1-2

When a man came from Saul s camp and David he

fi D & ook hold of his clothes, tore them in two, and so did the men who
were with him; and they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and
for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord, and for the house of Israel,
because they had fallenb y s vdalIrSamael 1:11, 12).

Then verse 17 goes on to say:
ADavid | amented with this .l.amentation over
ASaul and Jonathan! o Now that shows you th
speak so kindly of Saul, who had haunted him and threatened him all of his life! His word was,
ATouch not the Lordds anointed. o David was a
the magnanimous spirit of David:
A .. Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life, they were loved and

gracious and in death, they were not divided . . . How are the mighty fallen in the
midst of battle!
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AJonathan | ies slain upon thy high pl ace:
Jonathan; you were very dear to me; your love to me was wonderful, passing the
love of women.

AHow are the mighty fallen!o

Friend, do you have a loving circle of friends with whom when they live, you live; and
when they die, in a sense, you die? Do you have friends who will love you and your children,
and your hcihlidirderne?n 6lIsf cyou dondét have anyone | ik
dangerously, and give your heart away. Find someone who will be a godly friend to you, who
will strengthen your hand in God.

If the only thing you can talk about is where you went to dinner last, or what your golf
score i s youdre missing something. Those thin
deeper than that. YouuGod and that person have to |link you
going to go together. We love each other, and we are going to pray each other through and lift
each other up.o

How true was David to his pledge of commit
son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet.

AHe was about f i vwsabygueSaulasd Jonathah camehfrermleziteelh e n e
and his nurse took him up, and fled; and, as she fled in her haste, he fell, and became lame. His
name was M@ plBamielotd.ethavi d perceived that the L
King over Israel, and that he had exalted his Kingdomfort he sake of &lils peopl e
Samuel 5:12).

Now David had arrived. He had it made. Outwardly, he needed no one. All right, David,
how about your pledge to Jonathan regarding his children? How good is your word?

There was a movie called The Song of Norwayt was a story of a man named Edvard
Grieg, and his struggle to succeed as a composer. His friend had poured his life into him,
sacrificing everything, to help him. Then, the friend was dying, and he sent word to Edward,
ACome see me. 0 But Edvard waeats, raceptionsg Hesnvdvast n o w,
made it.

So what about David, now that heds the big
had many failures and setbacks.

AAnd Davi d silhanydne leftof tise hotiskof Saud, that | may show

him kindness for Jonathanés sake?0 AJonath
in both feet . . . then King.amlavid had ser
Mephi boset h, J o nfaetDaval and mwed facadqwn an thane b e

f | odltSam.9:1, 3, 5-6.

I should quickly explain that Mephiboseth was probably expecting death. It was the
custom that the new King go through and kil
they felt it eliminated any hard feelings and risks of a counter-attack. (I can imagine it also made
for regrets on being born into the family of royalty).

ADavid said to him, Dondét be afraid, becau
your father Jonathan, and | will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather. And you will
eat at my & lbShnuet 9:6a7). Maght Bavid!
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At one time Chile and Argentina were about to go to war. But instead they entered into a
pact, a covenant of peace. To commemorate that covenant, they erected a huge statue called The
Christ of the Andes. At the bottom of that statue are these words inscribed:

ASooner shall these mountains crumble to d
break the peace they have swornatthe f eet of t he Redeemer . 0

That s great! Thatdés what we need to do wi

heart to us, we need to expose our hearts with our brothers and sisters and make our own pact at
the feet of the Redeemer.
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Leading Stars

If we examine the role of leadership in all of this relationship stuff, we need to discuss the
importance of Christian leaders to not just talk about it, but to do it themselves. Then you also
need to examine the structure of government within a church body.

First, i tir@psrtant for the lives that the leaders model to be consistent with the
Scriptures they so fervently proclaim. As we have already seen, Jesus ministered to the masses,
but he gave most of his time privately to the Twelve, and out of the Twelve he seemed to give
particular attention to an inner circle of th
from those masses who took leadership in the new church, it was the Twelve. Out of the Twelve
particularly Peter, James, and John, came the three to whom Jesus had given the most intimate
attention.

How did Jesus disciple this select group of men? Repeatedly, he withdrew from the
crowds to spend time with his inner circle.

Mark 3:7: AJesus witohdrew with his discipl
Mark3: 13: AJesus went up into the hilldos and
Mark 7:17: AAfter he had | eft the crowd an
him about thisparable. . . 0

Mark 9:28: AAfter Jesus hardprigagtely.e .i ndiooor s,

Mark 9:33: AWhen he was in.dbhe house, he a
Foll owing Jesus O e shalohgedtheir minGthesgrosvintdirach | eader

proportion to the quality time they have poured into an inner circle of disciples. Think of Miss
Henrietta Mears. She was a dynamic leader of Christian education at the First Presbyterian
Church of Hollywood. But the young men she discipled (some even living in her home) have
multiplied her ministry many times over: Bill Bright, Dick Haverson, Louis Evans, Jr., Don
Moomaw, Don and Ted Cole, Bob Munger, and many more.

| 6 awnvinced that the effective pastor, counselor, or Christian administrator is also to be
a Christ-like discipler. His love, faith, love for Godd even through struggles, weaknesses,
frustrations and failuresd must be constantly rubbing off on hand-picked people close to him,
people who will in turn influence others (2 Timothy 2:2).

Now, discipling is a general term that has many levels of meaning. Preaching the Word
on Sundays, Sunday school teaching, Bible class teachings are all forms of discipling, but not at
a very intimate level. Pastors and other church leaders need to give themselves to ministering to
large crowds if they have the gifts to do so, but no one should be exempt from discipling small
groups. Only as the leaders set the example can they expect the church members to follow.

Now Christian leaders need to first recognize their families as their primary disciples,
their closest, most intimate small group.

IftheChri stian husband sees his wife and chil
treat them as any wordling does: Hedl | see th
the right people . . .

But if the Christian husband sees his wife and children as his chief responsibility among
those h e dissipling, h e dedlize he has a limited period of time (perhaps less than twenty years
with each child) in which to live intimately and well before them and to reproduce godliness in
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the next generation. Then he will carry out Matthew 28:19 in their lives, makingsuret hey 6 r e
baptized and teaching them everything Jesus has taught him. Seen in this light, family devotions

will take on fresh motivation. Teaching his family to tithe, worship, having their own quiet

times, and witnessing to the unsavedd everything will become part of the total picture of

discipling. And the commitment and perseverance that they will learn within this special inner

circle when things are rough will carry over into the larger circled the church as a wholed when
things get rough there.

But discipling for Christian | eaders shoul
for them to take the lead in discipling small groups outside the family circle.

On rare occasions, you might have a Moses-and-Joshua, or an Elijah-and-Elisha type of
discipling, one-on-one. For me it is Nickolas-and-Lyle. But mostly it will be within the context
of a small group.

Jesus concentrated on a few, selected them carefully, and built them together into a
loving unit. When he commanded them to love one another in the same way that he himself
loved them, they could understand very well all the patience, care and commitment he expected
to be involved! The bottom line of discipling is love, and small groupsar e Goddés perfect
laboratories for working out that love in everyday relationships.

Whatever you do in |ife, dondét do it sol ol!
Christ! Itds the New Testament patletndloving and i
and self-corrective.

To attempt to unify people on a theological basisd on a doctrinal creedd is a pipe dream.
Youdbve got everybody agreeing on three and a
and thinks seven years, and everybody will be shook up, because the unity of the group is
threatened.

We only have unity because we have a common life. One of the greatest hindrances to
practiced unity, | suppose, is that people think they can have it by prescribing a certain form of
church government or creed. But you only get unity of spirit by having the Spirit. And only Jesus
ministers the Spirit to the church.

Our oneness is Christds not ours. We donot
therefore we are one. H e ®@us common life. As Ephesians 4:4 says, when we know Jesus we are
a throbbing, living, vital organism. Thatos b

Then any break in fellowship, on the denominational or local or any other level, should
absolutely shock us and repel us.

When | was in high school, | saw a football player make a sudden move during a game
and throw his knee out of joint. He was in such pain that he literally slithered across the grass!
He was taken to the hospital where they reset his knee. | will never forget seeing the agony on
his face when one member of his body was out of joint with another member.

And thatdés how we must ff eel i,n ftthed | b ady nooft
Gat boadot | et outsiders know. ardkeépsheunitydftheni | v ma
Spirit! Ephesians 4:13sayswe 6troe be bui lt up Auntil we all r ec

| f youdre a teacher, don6ét teach alone. Yo
so that you teach in f el | owgehching; theyiktoawhatt her s .
youdbre saying. They know your difficulties; t

particular love and understanding.
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Il f youdre a pastor, AcwitbktheElededaises hisvesicet hat P
and addressedt he crowd. 06 | wused to scratch my head w
Eleven.

Wel l, when a pastor pr eachewice hietd ss hnooutl dtnhdetr
say whatever he pleases. | t t@bs the united alleluia of the entire church. H e @as$ only speaking
tothemd but for them, on their behalf, correctly
not saying that h e @&psople-pleaser. But there should be a common belief, and common heart.

Christian leaders have a special problem. The tendency, and what has become the
standard practice in many churches, is for the pastor to come into the body willing to help, but
never to unmask enough to be helped! Big Christians (by Big Christians | mean those who have
big responsibilities and are looked up tod big wheels) tend to operate in the body at the advisory
l evel . I n that way theyodére saying, Al dondét n
other Christian leaders can easily fall into the trap of functioning by always teaching other
Christians what to do!

| 6#een been told that is the fABible wayo ol

close to the people, becaube Phsnhot s meopser

Dangerous thinking there. Unbiblical to say the least. | have seen it destroy more than one body.

The people have to learn that the leader is no different than they are. H e §ust flesh and
blood, with weaknesses, failures, strengths and gifts. As soon as they try to place him on a
pedestal, he better crawl off it as fast as he can.

Keep your relationships in the body two-way. Let others minister to you. Be willing to be
ministered to. Are you always on the side of giving correction, or do you allow a brother to
correct you? thdtvesotonlegivy advicenqutdhat tveaalsotask for it, and
receive it.

Pastors need to be in at least one support group of which h e @osthe leader. John Calvin
said this:

ANo member of the body of Christ is endo\

able, without the assistance of others, to supply his own necessities!

Al't i s no exaggeration to say that Chri st

one of the most crucial decisions of the world. There is no reason to suppose that
we should ever have heard of the gospel apart from this carefully conceived step .

ASince Christ wrote no book, he depended

the prepared group. Not all of them proved faithful, yet in the end, the method
succeeded. The precious existence of the church is evidence that the method was

fundament adlflryons cEUM d.N0 TrTuled | loordd&s bRroky e ri

Oneness in the Body of ChristisGod-made. |1t 6s unity based on
glorious unity of the Father with his Son (see John 17:22). Through the interaction of God with
his people at close range, we learn that we are truly members one of another. We learn to act out
this unity. We learn to visibly and audibly love each other, to break down those barriers of pain
and by the grace of Christ to fight our way to each other.
Sometimes it takes the physical act of getting down on our knees to pray to bring some of
us to humility and oneness.
And at that point there is added the glory of God!
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Growing Stars

Let 6s now di soaoftheshsircht When | beganrtodooktinto therole that
leadership plays in all of this relating stuff, I looked at Ephesians 4:11-13:

AAnd He gave some as apostles, and some
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ.

AUnti |l we all attain to the wunity of the
of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the
fullness of Christ. o

Yousee,t he pastordos job is to equip the other
t h

maturity. Thatés not e way most churches fu
people, not perfecting them. That 0sertaintee i dea
mai ntain, to keep people involved. Theyore al

maintain the people. They figure that if they can keep them in the grace of God until they die,
t h e ysubceeded.

Thati s théntinistry of a Pastor. No wonder the apostle told the Hebrew church,

AThough by this time you ought to beyaweachers
t he el ement &ldeprewp 5:12. iHenug Have Iseén expecting something much
better. He was expecting the laymen to eventually become the teachers.

Ephesians 4 doesnodot say that tdadoteewarkobst | es,
service. It says they are to equip the saint® do that. An architectd o e duildbtildings; he
plans how others should do it. If the architect also has to lay the bricks and put the building
together, he pr ob ad®féwbuildingsunlhid emtetlifetine Asni cs,theecant h a n
Abuil do sever al at once.

We need apostolic ministry in the church today. Weneedleader s who can dr aw |
blueprints and equip the believers to put the building together.

In addition, architects train other architects. Or, to go back to the language of the Bible,
mini sters bring forth mini st ethesheepdvidedhp br i ng
milk for their own lambs? This is the natural way. | t ti@e &ey to multiplication.

The overall goal, according to Paul, is to
bel ongs to the full nes gyonetbgroWpragtal s Jesus. PRskose Fat h e
must begin by reaching for maturity themselves first; then they will be ready to bring about the
same growth in their sheep.

AAs a result,o P4kl dwesaor ino Vengres 14 b
and there by waves . . . but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him,
who is the head, even Christ. o

The progression is like school. When we have come into first grade, we can teach others
all about kindergarten. A year later, we should be teaching others about first grade, and the first
graders are teaching others about kindergarte
gospeldo but t hat doesndt me drh etystibbging taught, butbpatherm f or g c
at lower levels. The growth continues.
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I have noticed with my own children, that the two boys are constantly passing along to
their little sister the things that they have learned. (Both good and bad).

How could Paul have been willing to leave thisworldi f he hadnét made di s
Timothy, Philemon, Epaphras, and others? Jesus went to heaven tranquil and satisfied because
He was leaving behind twelve replicas of Himself. The twelve members of His congregation
didndét have to wr,jtePltowasaeaysend hwp amat kBary pa:
just taken wup in a cloud to heaven. o They had

Why is it in the modern church that when someone wants to be trained for the ministry,
he has to leave the church and goto seminary?Be c au s e t h @lfilingiisjoc i i s not
pastors were equipping the saints to do the work of service like the Bible says, the seminaries
woul dndét be needed. God has only d&iemimendadgency o

| 6m not against seminar i echurchdBantzdtions. Thec hool s,
Church is weak; it needs crutches. I n fact, p
spend our time building a crutch factory; we should instead look for the healing of the Church.

We have to be careful not to take away the
to oppose the seminaries, the youth organizations, and the others; t h e Wefpingeo hold us up.

But when w e Ohealed, the crutches will drop away.

The Church will be able to heal itself as it sees its leadership really take hold. Paul
explains a progression in | Corinthians1 2 : 28: A God has appointed i n t
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations,
various kinds of tongues. 0

|l tds easy to ignore the dAfirst . . . secon
thinking about growth. In fact, most people consider their ministry to be quite mature if it
includes healing, administration, and tongues. But those are actually on the lowest rung of the
ladder.

Begin to think of it as a pyramid. The apostle was a man who also prophesied, taught,
worked miracles and healings, helped, administrated, and spoke in tongues.

Now maybe you can see why the family of Go
most families, the first child is two or three years old when the second child comes along. When
the third child comes, the second is a toddler and the first is almost ready for school.

But in the church, when the second child comes along, the first child is still a baby. The
more children born into the church, the more diapers we have to change all at once.

But if everyone is growing, shepherds and sheep alike, t h e haenéng. Look at Paul. He
wasndét an apostle from the beginning. He was
apparently first spoke in tongues when Ananias laid his hands on him (Acts 9). He kept growing.

By Acts 11 and 12, he was a helper to Barnabas. Then came healing and miracles, and in Acts
13:1 he is listed among the prophets and teachers in Antioch.d Then he was sent out as an
apostle.

Every Christiands ministry develops along
in the modern church? The Pastor stops somewhere along the way; they know how to speak in
tongues, to administrate, to help, to have some healings, or even to teachd but then they stop
moving. They become corks. The sheep grow and grow and start jamming up behind him, unable
to grow further until he grows some more. They keep listening to his sermons, soon they know
everything he knows, and then they have nothing but a pressure chamber.
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The pastor isndt a cork intentriyommmd |egl;s er.e dl
always been done that way. All of this is avoided, of course, if the pastor keeps on growing to
apostleship and the sheep keep growing right behind him.

I f a pastor is truly a father to hee s congr
years. What family changes fathers every two years? Maybe our churches are more like clubs
that elect presidents for a certain term and then elect someone else. But if w e Garfamily, we stay
together. The father keeps turning over responsibilities to his sons as they grow.

Eventually, the minister is ready to be sent out as an apostle, which is what happened to
Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13. They had become master builders of the church; they had been
through all the stages. Now they were ready to plant new churches.

In the modern upside-down church, w h osénsout to plant new churches? The young
men fresh out of s emitnhaergydi eTgh.e yT hdeoyndbrte ksnuopwp owshe
planting growing orchards, but they end up being more like fruit stands on the corner. It has to be

supplied continually from the outside. 't cou
have to be gone, they have to call another pa
stand because I 6m going out. o

Paul and Barnabas, being master builders, were equipped to plant growing, living
orchards. They stayed a few months in each place and then moved on. After a couple of years,

Paul sai d, fLet ds return and vi si thewodef br et hr
the Lord, and see how t he§ andtheerchards wer stidthee5: 36 ) .
and growing.

After Paul had been in Thessalonica, he wr

Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to
say anything. For they themselves report about us whatkindof a r ecepti ondlwe had
Thessalonians 1:8, 9.

|l tds obvious, isndét it? Why, back i oo Anti o
young fell ow who plays the organ. @twdeftheai d, n
principal ministersd 0 f or k heowwhi ch | ohAatyl82.cal |l ed t hemo

Today w e 6aH wpside down. The successful pastor is the one who stays in one place
every Sunday of the year for the longest number of years. In the primitive church, the successful
pastor was the one who could cause his disciples to grow faster and better and thus free himself
to move on to a new task. Not because he was ousted, but because he could now leave that
church in the hands of his sons and get out to other regions. He could always come home, as Paul
came home to Antioch.

We must all grow up. We must leave our permanent childhood and absorb solid food
until we are equipped ourselves and are equipping others to spread the Kingdom of God.
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Structuring Stars

AYou al so, as |l iving st dhowesfaorahaly e being bui
pri es ® hPeter 2150

I f only Peterds statement utwmarsofteh thewhrrchtiso d ay !
not a spiritual housed it is a pile of loose bricks. T h e ra bigd#fference. Each member of the
congregation is a brick, and we all work very hard to accumulate more and more bricks. Even the
pastor works in evangelism, trying to bring more bricks to the construction site.

Butt h e apeoblen with loose bricks; they can be stolen. The pastor and his people
must be always on guard that someone from ano
for their lot. In fact, w e @aH so busy watching and hoarding that the building never gets built.

We 0&Ge®dds bricks. But we havenodt been put i
support some weight and give strength. If we were, we would know which bricks are under us,
which bricks are above us, and how we relate to each other.

But as it is, we spend all our time checking on each other. We 6 so &fraid that someone
is going to slip away. Meanwhile, we forget about the unsaved people who are out in the cold
looking for a warm building to take them in.

If the pastor tries to pick us up and put us in place in the building, we resist. The church

must be run democratically we say. We dondt s
majority vote (and sometimes noteventhen).| 6 ve heard Chri stians say VvV
followanymand | f ol |l ow Chri st. o0 That sounds pious, b
person wants to do his own will; he doesnot e

Paul saiatbrsofmeBe j umtt as | odallCsriothiaasrl:1p PastoBhr i st o
ar e sometlmes afraid to say that because they
ADondt | ookdjaus tmef, olblroow htere Bi bl e. 0

You know what thhttmeadsPt ] tamdayostsyod!| dnot

it!o No wonder the | ayman is discouraged. |If
Paul wasndét afr ai d PHilippiads,e T hmeo dteHi.n gHse ywood dh e
and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with
y o @& ®hilippians4:9. That 6s not very democratic, but it
building.
The reason it works is based in the multiplication element. Take a parent of six children.
They in turn have six children of their own; who have six children of their own; who then have
six of their own; etc. etc.
How in the world could the original parents take care of such a large family? They

coul dnét . E a ¢ h Id akie care df their awin six| right? énrfact,wf enyiparents tried
to step in take control of raising our kids, I think I would object to that.
Well, we dondédt have such a multiplication

take care of everybody, andt h attte prablem.

In order to grow, expand, and build bricks into a building, we have to do something about
that. We must make disciples out of people so they can make disciples of more people. We must
become fathers, not orphanage directors.
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EvenlJesus did it this way. He took care of or
the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like
sheep without a shepherd. o

Now wait a minute. WasnoHe hwa s.h eB uitg oao ds hSehpet
take care of an unlimited number of sheepd not even Jesus. | f he coul di
twelve disciples at a time, how can 1?

Jesus placed them in the building very well. When He left, they knew what to do: Go and
make disciples of others just as Jesus had done with them.

So they went and began teaching and sharing from house to house in small units. We
dondét do that anymore in the modern church. W
orphanage di ni nrightdreavlielr yabrodd ys aoy,e nfi Alolur mout h! H
Then we dismiss them until next week.

That 6s no way thavetd takeeach ooelon olir drmseone.by ol¥eand
put the bottle in his mouth. As he grows he will be able to handle it more for himself, and
eventually he will be able to help us prepare food for the younger onesd he has a growing place
in the family.

This is the ministry of edifying, building upd not care-taking.

Remember Ephesians 4: 16 s p e adbody lgeingdfifted Chr i st
and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each
individual part, cause the growth of the Body

Very simply, if the members a r efittedl and helddgethey t hey dr e not a bo
simply an assortment of limbs.

Wh a ta dwsch member today? Nearly every local church has three requirements:

C

1. The person must attend the meetings.
2. The person must give his money.
3. The person must live a life of good character.

| f he does those three, heds considered a
member; he attends the club, pays his dues, and tries not to embarrass the club. Butwea r e n 6 t
called to be members;we ar e cal | ed t danyihengliteibangd merhbers . Thi s

A disciple is a person who learns to live the life his teacher lives. And gradually he
teaches others to |live the |ife he Ilives. So
information. | t a@enmunicationoflife. That 6 s why Jesus said, fAThe \
to you are spiiJohmee63.and are | ifeo

Discipleship is more than getting to know what the teacher knows. | t gétténg to be what
theteacheris. That 6 s wh we tOthreakeBisciplds. @ haa$s more that | u
them, or winning them, or instructing them. The making of a disciple means the creating of a
duplicate.
Obviously, then, the teacher must be a disciple himself. In the ordinary type of teaching,
you can fight with your wife over the breakfast table, then go to the church and preach about

|l ove i n the home. But when making disciples,
much more. They get into your home, they see how you live, and t h awthab tBey imitate.

If someone lived with me foramonthand s ai d, ALIi sten,d Nickol as
please sitdown withmeandt each me somet hing. o | would be ve
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havenodt | ear n e dnomhol hagendthingitayteach them.HDisaipleshipi s s00 t
much talk as it is living.

We need to understand the three dimensions of teaching: Revelationformation and
information

Revelationis something only God can do. If | was to describe a particular place, like my
house, and tell you its size and color, if | describe the basement and offices, the bedrooms, the
fireplace, etc. You still couldnodot say that vy
something about it, but you will never know it until you come over and see it for yourself. In the
same way, God must reveal Himself to us face to face before we can say that we know Him.

| t O sa fish that was close to the shore one time and leaped out of the water, and for a
brief moment, saw the glimpse of another world. He goes back to an older, much wiser fish and
told him of his tremendous discovery. The older, wiser fish laughed at his foolishness, and
passed off his tales of another world to fanciful and youthful dreams.

No matter how persuasive the younger fish could be, the older fish would never believe
him until he also escaped his own narrow confines of the sea, and saw it for himself.

Actually, when | gave the description of my house, that was an example of the minimum
dimension of teaching: information That 6 s how wuSunda/sclaodldng t each i
church.

Q. How many books does the Bible have?

A. Sixty-six.

Q. Which is the Psalm of the Good Shepherd?
A. Psalm 23.

And so on. We were informed about Abraham and Moses, heaven and hell, angels and
demons, the fall of Satan, the church, the Second Coming. Informationi sbéatd, but i1 tds t
way of teaching. All it does is possibly peak your interest enough so you have a desire to
experience the things y o u ldarniag.
Unfortunately, we made this an end in itself. To know and memorize the words of the
Bible is our only goal.
The strange thing is that Jesus almost never used this method. We never see Jesus giving

His disciples a Bible study. Can you i magine
morning wedl debet hans from eight to nine. Fr ol
Prophets. Then from ten to eleven weol | have
have homiletics and hermeneutics. 0 Yet He was

How could He forget such important subjects?

Jesus had no time to lose. He was simple, clear, and concrete.

It seems that many times we like to impress people by the amount of information we
know about the Bible text. onVBatdesugwasnangereed c onc er n
with formation. We need to learn from Him how to form disciples.
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Increasing Stars

Jesus had a pattern for forming disciples. He gave His own disciples concrete things to do
instead of things to store away in their brains. And t hey obeyed hi m. He di d
i nspirational sermons to motivate them. He di
disobedient people who need to be coaxed. They need their emotions played on so they can sense
how nice it would be if maybe they would do what Jesus commanded.

He told them to figo to the |l ost sheep of t
saying, 6The kingdom of heaven is at hand, 6 h
out demons; freely you received, freely give . . . And into whatever city or village you enter,
inquire who is worthy in it; and abide there until you go away. And as you enter the house, give
it your 0 Matthew 10:6-8) 142

If we were truly under the Lordship of Christ, He could just say the word, and we
woul dndédt need any soft or gan dwawdidlddoasweweseo ot hi n
told. Jesus didnot say to His twelve, AHow wo
l'ittle trip around t hdeanddheyelidit. T o al@ddisdples.are He ¢ o mm
formed.

In order to form lives, we have to stop being speakers and start being fathers. Speakers
only have hearers. Fathers have children. Lea

What happens when speakers get through? Everybody thanks him, compliments him,
sticks their notes in the back of their Bibles and never looks at them again.

When the seventy came back to Jesus after obeying His commands, they told about the
demons being submissive to them. They came back all excited, slapping each other high-fives,

doing 3606s and jumping up and down, but Jesu
He had another command: fADondamesareeegomeadime i n t hi
h e a voeLuke 10:20. I n fact, he also turned..decaose nd and
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned,andr e ve al ed t henhbet o0 t hes

he had a snickering smile when he said it too.) Now, the scriptures never tell us how the disciples
responded to that, but he sure made an impression on them.
When James and John wanted to call down fire on the hostile Samaritans, the Bible
speci fically sraeybsu k efdHLatkd®esimdeaveadfornang them. He
disapproved of their attitudes and words, and corrected them!
When Peter objected to the idea of the cru
You are a st umbd Matthgw 16:23.cCankou imagineM enddern Pastor saying
that to one of his flock? Or a husband saying that to his wife? Like it or not, rebuking is part of
the formation process in discipleship.
H e r thedfisst law of discipleship: T h e rmaefdrmation without submission. Club-type
member s dondt s ub miayaroundonthey want thepastor to sulsmittoh e ot her
them, because they hold the vote in the club. Again, w e 6upsigle down. In the Gospel according
to the Saint Evangelicals, the pastor submits to the membership. In the Gospel of the Kingdom,
the arm controls the fingers, not the other way around.

Submi ssion is so obviousanion hthei Bi bhe. feBe
Ephesians 5:21. ARObey your | eaders, and submit to the
t hose who wi |l IdHaprews.d3:7an account o
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The only way | can form the lives of my four children is if they submit to me. Suppose

every time | corrected them, they ran away to
children any more? | 06d havle donGtt owa rcto rtroe cltd sne
t hem. But | do corr ectth d goiegtestaybnenyg romesieematterd6 m c o n f
what. They are submitted.

I n the church, the pastors canét form |ive
children,thec hi I d runs off to another orphanage. Pau
reprove with all authori t vy . Let no @nikus 2dl%. RBastoes sheuld first speakiioo
their children. | f they donoét | itilsthegmust t hen t h

reprove with all authority. Otherwise, they will have spoiled children.
Suppose | formed the lives of my children they same way we try to form lives in the

church. | go them and say, AOkay kimgtesahouti t 6 s t
washing our face and ears. Sit down now. Firs
t hiSov:ap6is wonderful, wonderful, wonderful . Wh
flow, flow,flow 6 | sndét it a great chorus?

A N o w thd nessage. Soap was invented in China about four centuries before Christ. It
comes in bars of different sizes and shapes and colors. When you mix it with water and apply it
to your face it makes you nice and clean.

AOf course, i f ey owillbgredEtcjetc. i nt o your ey

Thanadts the way to form |lives. At |l east, t hs
command, and | obeyed; now | wash my own face and ears without my mom ever having to
worry about it.

The second law of discipleship: The r eadsgmission without submission. The person
giving the commandments to his disciples must be under the command of someone himself. If he
rebukes his disciplesd who rebukes him? T h e rne@sdbmiission ift h e noesd@bmsission at
every level.

T h a thg is thedast chapter | recommended the Pastor to be in at least one group in
which h e dosthe leader. One where he is challenged, corrected, encouraged, and brought to

maturity.

Remember the Roman centurion who asked Jesus to heal one of his servants. Jesus said,
Al wi || come and heal hi m. o

Then the centurion said, d@ALord, I am not (
say the words, and my servant will be healed. Because | too am under authority, with soldiers
under me; and I saytothisone, 6 Go! 6 and he goes, and to anot
my sl ave, O06Do this!-9 and he does ito (Matt. 8

Not only did he recognize that Jesus was a man under authority, because he had
submitted himself to his heavenly father and that all other powers would have to submit to Jesus,

he also understood that to have authority mea
for my own |ife. It must come from outside. R
from God, and thosewhi ch exi st are established by God. o \
level s above me? iHinercan authoOty pasyg thraugh enérto othésm
Imagine a sergeant in the army. He tells a private to do something, and the private does it.
The sergeant gets all excited and says to hims
from the army and make my own army in my neig
He goes back home to the old gang. AAIIl ri

laugh at him.
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What happened? He lost his authority when he rejected the authority over himself. Our
trouble in the church is that we want to have authority and still be independent. Th at & s
i mpossi ble. You cané6t be i ndependhetncontrch nd st
others, you must be under the control of others yourself. | t ad eternal law of God.
To illustrate this, I want to let Juan-Carlos Ortiz tell how his church in Argentina put this
into practice.

Al kept pr eachi ngnddhalswithoy kn@vindhhowpto f or a vy e al
get started. Everyone understood the conce
Finally, in my frustration | said, o6éLook,
from there. | am the Rev. Juan Carlos Ortiz and | have to keep serving my club,
but I 6m also going to start an underground

ASo Johnny started in his own home. Johni

Juan Ortizés c¢club and began trying to make

Sstructure,erlednmd naonty mo rRee;v | 6 m just Johnny.
respected. Now all I want is to be loved.)

Al gave my |ife to these disciples. I
countryside together. We ate together; they slept in my home and I slept in theirs.
We became a family.

AAfter about six months or so (it didn
began to notice how my disciples were more interested in helping them, in loving
them, in sharing and counseling. So | allowed my disciples to steal a few more
members and begin making disciples of them themselves.

Al't took us al most three years, but we
a discipleship family of more than 1500.
AThis meant, of course, that we had to

change over, new people were being saved in the cells, but we forbade them to

cometotheclub-t ype church because we didndét want

structure. Eventually, the old structure was finished. Praise the Lord.
AYou know what  wedanwbék dersecution. We pretdteleds t a g
that our building had been taken away from us for a whole month. We met just in
homes, and on Sundays we went to visit other congregationsd Catholic, Baptist,
whatever. Each of my five disciples had a group in a different part of the city.

Cacho, forexampled he 6 s an aut o body repairman who

under him. He works nine hours a day in the body shop and still forms the lives of

more people than a lot of full-time ministers. Cacho and his 300 went to a Baptist

church of only about 100 people.
ACan you i magine! I n wal k 300 visitors.
A6 We are from Brother Ortizoés congregat.
Aé6 Why ar é@oyMe herse?&ame to visit you. o
AdWhat about your meeting?6
A6 Wel sgpdweuc!l smeeting to come and be wi
AYou see, with this structure you can do

whole body together within a matter of hours if needed. The next time we have a

mock persecution, we will do it in winter to see how it goes. Maybe some day we

can do without a building altogether. But
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dining rooms and use it to help the poor of the area. It will be a center for visitors
and traveling apostles.

ABut 1t wild.l n e vedelieversdide ifrom the worldaJesesa v e wh e
never said, O0Sinners, come to the church. o
and make disciples. o

AThe church sits in the pews and sings,
are weary, come hotrmeea dd, WeGos hyoeu | dg os iyneg /i nYse
seated, go ye.®6 We have it all upsi de down
we put wup posters for the blind to read. I
are supposed to be alive, how can we ever hope to mobilize the unsaved?

AOQur cells, on the other hand, are alrea:i
anywhered a home, a park, and a restaurant, on the beach. Some meet at six
o6clock in the morning. Others meet at mid

are flexible.o
Above, | described for you a member, now let me describe for you a disciple.

1. One who is dependent. You never see a nose walking along the street by itself. The
body must be joined together as a body. If a member is independent, he is not part of
the body.

2. A part of the body that unites two other parts. The forearm unites the hand with the
upper arm.

3. One who passes along nourishment. He receives nourishment for himself and for
other members under him.

4. One who sustains; who stays put. A member of thebodyc and6t be j er ked ol
body. Does your wife ever say when you ¢
right | eg?0 I mpossible! You dondt | ose y

5.  One who passes along orders. The head gives an order to the hand, but it must be
passed through other members in between. The hand never gets disgusted with the
forearm and says, Al think 1611 detach m
directly to the head. o0 No. We are a body

6. One who is elastic. Bodies are flexible. Organizations walk like robots. In the past,
someone with a new idea or a new talent usually had to get out of the church in order
to minister. People with vision had to go to Campus Crusade; to Youth for Christ; to
the Navigators; or somewhere else to give expression to their vision.

But when the church is a body of disciples, i t fl@xsble. The church is spread to all
parts of the world; i t fi@esto be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
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Epilogue:
An open letter to Fellow World-changers
by Peter E. Gilquist

(fromAWhy We Havendt &hanged the Worl d

Yes, we want to change the world.
But there must be no confusion about what change we want. We want to see the world
brought to God the Father and set apart, made holy, to Him. Of course we recognize that not all

wil I turn to Him, perhaps there wil/l only

whoever turns to Him.

But above everything else, we want to be holy people in a holy Church, living as our
Father wishes, centered on Him, subjecting everything in our lives to our relationship with Him,
and placing our hope and joy in Him. As we have seen, the practical out working of that
relationship means that every aspect of
we be holy, as He is holy.

The first changes, then, must come in us. We must recognize the absolute sovereignty of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. That means giving up our independent spirits and actually
submitting ourselves to God in His Church. We must actively seek His will for our lives within
that context, with and through the aid and direction of duly constituted Church leaders. Right
here lies the pill most difficult for modern Americans to swallow, but it must be done if we are to

(0]
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be a holy people. iOzam Mmmtn s dgeaviesmidraggrdm@himeed.d ula |

in Surprised by Jay

Our whole life in Christ, our holiness, is founded upon a joyful acceptance of the Good
News of the Incarnation, the humiliation, and the glorification of Christ. If we think of Him
simply as God or simply as Man, we lose the distinctive sense of who our Savior is and what He
has done for us. This is basic: You will never grow in your walk with Christ, until you learn to
adore Him as perfect God and perfect Man in one Person. He is our Savior, because He is God
the Word, and He has saved us by truly uniting a complete human nature to His divine nature,
Aunconfusedly, i mmutably, indivisibly, i

This awesome truth is not just a fact to be accepted and digested, however. Indeed, this is
the foundation of our faith and the basis upon which we are called to trust in Him for our
salvation. To participate in Godbds pl an
Christ, throwing yourself upon Him as your only hope. These are not just words to be accepted!
Holiness requires wholehearted trust of Jesus Christ, and actually putting Him first in all aspects
of life. It is lip service to this sort of consecration, which He called hypocrisy, when He met up
with it in the Pharisees.

Serve, as you pastor and other Church leaders call upon you. Be willing to do anything,
be it ever so small, to promote the holiness of the Church and its work as the Body of Christ. For
too long we evangelical Christians have reserved the right each to decide on his own how, when,
and where he will serve. Be willing to be the last and the least!

Join in the prayer of our Lord for the unity of His Church, and work as opportunity arises

for 1Tts wunity in the ort hodforthesdalane, buhalsof@u r

those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, even as You, Father,
are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You
have sent Me O (ealoffustreading Jo@nQ7, |@arh{oprayit.n s
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In His prayer, we find the Lord praying that those disciples be consecrated and sanctified.
But He didndét mean it just for them. Though H
pray for thesealone, but al so for those who wil!/ beli ev
He prayed for all people in every age who were destined to yield to and obey those words, which
exhort hearers to receive the sanctification which comes through faith. This particular prayer has
a distinctive objectd that we may be one. He asked the Father that we be brought into a true
spiritual unityd a unity so deep and far-reaching, that it will resemble that unity of nature which
exists between the Father and the Son.
Admittedly, we do not see such a unity displayed in Christendom today. We have already
touched upon that fact. Oh, there is a way in which we are all one: We have all been grafted into
Him in and through His glorified humanity, and thus all Christians are one in that we share His
humanity. But it will not do to stop there and call that sufficient. As long as we are sectionalized
and splintered, we do not have the unity for which He prayed. A divided Church will not make
the Jew (Romans 11:14) or anyone else envious. A divided Church lacks the vital elements of
holiness.
We are to pray for, long for, and work for, the true concrete unity of the whole Church.
Never mind that it does not seem possible; never mind that there are those who would have us
become onen the ground which denies our Lord. We trust that He will bring about the unity,
and we simply and prayerfully do that which we are called to do.
Finally, yearn for His coming again. It has been said that we are to live, as if He were
coming today, and at the same timed as if He were not coming for another thousand years. We
are to expect Him at any time and to be prepared for His imminent return. But we are also to
carry on activities in his world, as His people doing His work and planning to do His work.
Doesndét all this sound basic? Ol d? Normal ?
not have to be spectacular to please God or to change the world. Nod holy, righteous, obedient,
serving, and joyful, will do just fine.
Let us then be a holy, hopeful people, laboring in the world, but not of it, yearning to see
Him face-to-face. Let us, to the degree God wills, change the world, but be ever intent on first
behaving properly as holy and godly children of our Heavenly Father. And in the end, we shall
see Him face-to-face.
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