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Introduction
his marks the beginning olr study of the book of Judges, one of the lesszd books of
T the bible and equally so one of tleastresearched sectisn of Scri ptdlre by s
tell you frankly that Christian scholars ir
this book, and Jewish scholars seem to prefer to go around it for rgasonsd | | under st an
go throught thisBut by any stadard this is an important and truly fascinating book of the
Tanach, the Old Testament, that will keep your interest; and especially because it has significant

parallels to the modern church age if wedll o

that again because |1 6m going to make this poi

greatly mirrors the current tenuous situation of the Church Riggat now | want to prepare you

for the study of Judges saodknve @Hatltolookfeandi t 1 n t

hopefullyseehowtappl y its | essons to our |ives, becalt

our own |ives, theref6s no reason for us to st
Believers tend tat leas know aboutthe book of Judges mostly frometistory of Samson

and Delilah, a favorite among childrendéds Sund

the handsome and charismatic young man with the long locks that were the secret of his
superhuman strength, and the beautiful woman who sedunezhld betrayed him to his
enemies? So the story is usually told as a tale of a heroic figure of extraordinary physical
prowess (kind of the Incredible Hebrew Hulk) that took on the wicked Philistines that were
lording over a goodly portion of the 12 Isliteetribes at that time. The finale has Samson
sacrificing his own life as a courageous martyr in order to destroy the pagan temple to Dagon
while killing many of the Philistine priests and lords in the process.

Unfortunately the way the story is commotdyd usually misses the point and miscasts
the role of the characters (especially Samson) much the way King Solomon is commonly miscast
as an extraordinarily wise and regal figure |
approves. Nothing coulde further from reality in either case.

The entire (and by the way, unfinished) salvation history of Israel is impdotarthere

are few more critical eras I sraelds devel opme
This is the era that Israslid rapidly towards national suicide due to their determined apostasy
from YHWH. | 6m afraid that when we takesthe p

one of great sadness and of a-seliusional people who insist on the one hand thatdrey
faithful to Yehoveh but on the other hantjorously pursue peace and friendship at any price
with their pagan neighbors; and the price for this peace is invariably voluntary assimilation into
the pagan cultures and Mystery Babylon religious systeatghitb whole remainder of the
known world reveled in.

Sowe see 3 major themes developed in Judges
struggles as they wrestle among themselves and battle with the remaining Canaanites (that
Joshua failed to drevout) in order to settle within the land and create a lasting and more durable
society of farmers, shepherds, and craftsmen.

The second theme is the amazing grace and longsuffering (but not infinite) patience of
Godds faithful nes swithlisraet, is@ppasedioethe amaring ldisintenest d e
and schizophrenic behavior of Israel in their lack of faithfulness in return.

The third theme is what some .shodhedwardss cal |
i thovsthe people of God becamem@nd more like the world around them instead of staying
separate from the world, or their lives influencing the world @gldhem to be more like Israel.
When the Hebrews | eft Egypt, they had difficu



been said that it took a day to remove them from Egypt, but it took fourty years to remove Egypt
from them. Theworld all around Israel dhe time of Judgewas the various Canaanite tribes and
peoples. Wedoll witness | sr setraldiflerenengmiespoptr es s ed
not so much that they were forcibly dragged kicking and screaming into iddkemeality is
thatlsrael preferred more of the pagan gods that the world enjoyed and less of their own God
because it seemed not only the mioterant thing to do but also it was more economically and
socially expedient.

| hope this last theme pricked your ears and maybe even stabbed at your heart a bit,
because it certainly stabs at mihef e ceaddmany of my studies, you should know oy n
thats omet i mais tlebmri tical of the modern church;
part of it . I jastlike youand hieve tineictiuieht, | looef my brothers and sisters
of the faith (Messianic Jew and Traditional gentdeyil 6 antimes befuddled and downhearted
at the obvious place e 6 arreed, and the equally obvious path of confusion and downright
idolatry that we merrilyrushalgn wi t h f ul | aesmgbdd diead witethe hat we 6
Almighty in doing so. Many ofyou can see it and are making personal decisions and changes to
chart a new way or (as | prefer to think of it) a return to the oldaefihed and documented
ways of the earliest body of Believers when t
flowed in ways wén a v eseeidih a long time.

In the days of the Judges there was a remnant of Israelite leaders that warned and begged
the people to wake up and recognize how their faith had beepted by other Israelite leaders
who sought only to furthreheir private agendas or to blend in with their neighbomsder to
gain wider acceptance. In opposition to this remnant of the faithég the evegrowing
majority of Israelites and other leaders that said that the current situation demandesl that t
definition of sin be altered and that peace with their neighbors was more important and a greater
good than obedience to an ancient decree about sacred land holdings or full devotion to their one
god and His lawsThe exact same thing is happening toolagur culture. What we once look on
a sin, is now simply an alternative lifestyle, and personal choice.

|l 6ve regularly said that thek
parallel historical paths with the analogy of the two rails of a railroad &
track. The piture being that the rails are separate and distinct and ne
touch one another, yet they are connected in purpose and origin. Th
begin at the same place, follow the same path, and arrive at the sam
destination. Theyor e maidteesane way
Andi tnatsral that this would be the case because the immutable Ggi
ordained patterns that rule the Universe mean that history is doomed#d -
repeat itself in neveending cycles until Messiah comes again to put an endSOJmst & the
Israelites detoured nearly overnight from their golden era of obedience and faith to Yehoveh as
they conquered Canaan and celebrated victory after victoig the book of Judges we see
them taking a devastating turn down a path of darkiaiske while calling it light and progress.
It was only a matter of a couple of decades a
worship and oppression, all of it at their own hand.

And of course the church is following this same pattern. Ageturies of victory when
(against all odds) for all practical purposes every remote corner of our planet has been penetrated
and presented with the Gospel of Yeshua; after a mere 60 years when at the cost of their own
lives the righteous stood up agaiast defeated the indescribable evil of Adolf Hitler and his
satanic desires to dominate the world and rid
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growing voice within the church says that sin
modern societaneeds. A Christian no longer even needs to believe in Christ. A Jew can
perfectly comfortable as an atheist. That same rising voice says that love means peace at any
price, mercy means protecting the lives and rights of the guilty at the expensenoioitent,
and unity means compromise of principles to the lowest common denominator to achieve
consensus. More and more denominations have made it their cae&bth
by any name is still God, s@e should honor and respect all other religions
and see tha as no better than our Jug€aristianity because all paths to the
divine are equal and good.
As Arthur Cundallsays in hiscommentaryno t he book of Juc

How e Circh Has Straged may be that the modern reader of Judges will hear the warning voice of the

i ( Hol y) S p notthe way, walR ymbt it.i scan only hope that as
we delve into the destructive foibles of Israeh a t  wiretibekel pssagese
w e Gave the humility and openness to seehat 6noten the outside
looking in on some hapless ancient Hebrews bent on wickednessabwé
arethemand we are in great danger of committing spiritual suicide. We as the body of Messiah
already have the gun to our collective heads and our finger on the trigger. Will we lay the gun
down, repent, and realize that our religious philosophies and manmade denominational doctrines
thattryt o apol ogi ze for Godos ¢ o mbeabamisneddfartheeven t o
better and more pure ways of His Word? Or as
for a while to a call to holiness and purity, but then fall away and go back to the easier more
familiar path, return to the comfortabledbaccepted ways of the majority, and dare Yehoveh to
exercise His righteous justian those whom He loves so very mudhi2 decision lies in your
hands . ..

A long time from nowwhen the story of the current Christian era is retoltcér&inly
going to look like a modern adaptation of the book of Judges; only the names and places are
changed. So |l etés pay attention to what the L
put it to action. Let 6 s d e tredifficnit path througlgtleet her t o
narrower gate and please the Father rather than surrendering to false accusations, peer pressure,
and shorterm harmony with the world or even with religious institutions that have lost their
way but donét want to | ose you.

In our 2% century minds e title of this book (Judges) easily conjures up a false image
of its meaning and just what their function was in the centuries in between Joshua and the first
kingofisraelThe Engl i sh title Abolath of Judgeso come:
Liber Judicumwhich comes from the Greékitai, which indeed means
judge justiike we think of it. In all cases these words are an attempt tc
translate the Hebre®hophetim ‘

When youbr e r e a dhinkdafofdjlddgeghatb o o'l
we 0| lere & ¢his bobkas a person who sits behind a bench in dark
robes determining guilt or innocencesaoimeone who iaccuseaf a
crime. While some of the several Shophetim may have performed this
function it was minorrole and simply fell to them at sormoments in &
theirresponsibilitiesas leaders. These folklsi dapédrate in the legal sphere; they were more
like saviors and rescuers raised up for a season and usually for a limited purpose among an
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equally limited group of Israelite tribed/hat | means thatthese judges were only for certain
tribes, not all the tribes. Thaye r enatiénal leaders, they were regional leaders.
| t diffeult to find the words to describe the role of a Shophet (the singular form of
Shophetim, which is plural) parthebc ause t hey di dndét all do the s
sets and attributes of these several judgesdme. If we use the term savior (in a general sense)
to at least partially define their purpose it does help us tatdgeast a sketchy undensting
Think about Jesusd role and it helps us grasp
explained that Hd i d n 6 to judge (na& to hand out judgment) but to save. In other wiords
Yeshuads first coming ( asthesnofferingpservanth Heendeed Me s s
d i daordetto be a judge of mankirtte cameo save us from our predicameatwe might
neverface judgmentLater, at His future second comingewill come in an entirely different
role as Messiah Ben Davddthe warriorking; Hew o n 6 t ascsaviorgnot as a shofet) but as
someonavh o carries out t he,inffeadads@noriesho judgedtas ce and
from the bench and orders sentences carried out.
So like Messiathese Shophetim of the book of Judges weréelseod to save certain
segments of Israel from whatever their current predicament, as opposed to sending them to
render judicial judgments against |Israel. | d
and the Shophetim too far for obvious reasbntwhat | just saichould help understand their
role.
Now thefirst timethe term Shophetas usedv a s m the book of Judgegypu canfind
Moses using it earlier in Deuteronomy chapters 16, 17, and 19 to describe an appointed leader
who was to standideby-side with the High Priest as perhaps the next highest leader of Israel.
This kind of earlier Shophet indeed had civil judicial responsibilities that extended to the military
(Joshuabs army) and to a Isadathe endefloshwmmithe t o r el
duties of a Shophet changed significantly over timgoascan imagine, because circumstances
changed so significantly from the time of the Wilderness journey, to the Conquest of Canaan, to
this time here in the book of Judges. Intfa he Shofetim of the book of
recogni zable in Mosesd day and vice versa.
There were a number of Shofetim raised up by God for Israel and the book of Judges
identifies 120r 13 count i ngsonkenmar disagreemehtramangbdewish and
Christian scholars as to just who counted as a judge, so the number chy eaeyor two
depending on whygou listen to. There are a few names thatoafet en cal | ed judges,
guestionable depending on how we define the officeifstance, Samuel is often included as a
judge buth e Bos mentioned in the book of Judges, and the same goes for Hiio tiviel
Abimelech mentioned in the book of Judges and more or less called agudge he ds wusual l
rejected as a legitimate Shopbgtmost biblical scholars because he wasagffointed and not
called by God.
So what we 6r thepfimechdractergstic (asd thte bomnon denominator)
among all the Shophetim of the book of Judges was their being specifically ga(Btitfor
this purpose. Theffice of a true biblical Prophgis similar to the office of a Judg@ver the
centuries many ancient Hebrews claimed to be prophets, just as beginning in early church times
and continuing right up until today we have thousands of Ba&lewho declare themselves as
prophets of God. But from a Biblical perspectiagrophet is only a prophet when there is a
tangible appointing of that person by Yehoveh to be a prophet. So at least during the time from
the death of Joshua until the enmrge of Saul as tHest king over Israel, a judge by definition



wasfirst, appointed by God, argecondlysent by God as a savior to rescue some number of
Israelite tribes from an oppressor.
Going with the idea that there were 12 judges, they werd(onological order):
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Barak, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Samson, and Abdon.
If we add the 18 (and | think we should) t 6 s D e b osrcanburrentwith Barakefwe
were to add another (that quite a few Jewigh @hristian scholars add) it would be Samuel (but
|l dm not too keen on that because he was far m
not clear).

Of these divinely authorized Shophetim there are 7 where the stories of their actual
deliveranceof Israel from a predicament are recorded: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Barak (and
Deborah), Gideon, Jephthah and Samson. Five othessidi@ the book of Judges) to have
saved Israel from something or another butewmrdof that event has survived.

There $no real evidenceegardingvho wrote the book the Judges. Jewish tradition says
that Samuel did, budther than thathe author is unknown. The only real controversy about the
authorship of Judges vghenit was written and how many times it might ledveen edited. But
the most rancorous argument over the book is the actualémeipod of t hesdudges,
wi de di sparity ovspenddomesimednor reasons weol l

There are two basic timelines set out for the era of the Shophetim: HyediO@ersion
and the 200year versionDoes that surprise yo?o u 6 r e fipdbexcellgnt gctwlars on
both sides of the argument, each with solid f
to settle that argument here nor get into any duatdisputes about ityVithin each of these two
basic timeline versions there are differences depending on whethenyourexddSamuel and
Eli as judges because it would automatically extend the period. Note that one timeline is virtually
twiceaslongas t h e & prbttg significdnh Bhe @imary reassomene goes with the
400-year version is the conclusion that the Exodus was much earlier than the other version
theorizes. The 400 year version seethe20lhe Exod
year version sees it as happening in the | ate
judges of around 1040 to 1020 BC is pretty well defined because we have sufficient records from
a number of sources to show that this is when Saul bedaarfirst king of Israel (which by
definition ends the era of the Judges).

Now for you archaeology buffs the book of Judges is essentially the transition period
from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age and it coincides with the settlement of the Sea Pdmples w
later came to be known in the bible as the PhilistiBedy the time we get to the era of Samson
(who is one of the last judges), we see that the Philistines have become well established in
Canaan and are creating havoc for Isearel especially the ti b es atjdtent tdthem, Dan and
another nearby tribe, Judah.

Sowhenwas Judges written? Well it certainly had toalfier all the events of the book of
Judges had occurred, and it had to be sometftaethe time of Saul because the last words of
the book of Judges says that everything written in the book happened before there was a king
over Israel. So the writer knew when that first king was anointed. That means it had to have been
written around 1025 B.C. or later. We can probably narrow it dlittle better because the
writer of Judges tells us that the city of Gezer was still under control of the Canaanites at the
time it was written, and we know that by the time of King Solonsnael had gained control
over Gezer from the Philistines.

So t was probably written during the early days of King David, when he was only king
over Judah and before he became king over a united Israel that included the 10 tribes of the
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northern area that was dominated by the Isetiibe of Ephraim; perhaps 9995 B.C. The
important thing is that it was written soon after the period of the Judges so the information can be
taken as historically reliable.

Now, from a political standpointhe era of the Judges is an extended time of instability
forthe 12 tribesmd L e v i (wedbll talk a |Iittle more abou
central leadership as they had under Joshua. That said thesuppasedo have looked toward
YHWH as their king, and His will was to be ascertained by means of the priesthedarah,
and liberal use of the Urim and Thummim stones. The priesthood was to have performed (to a
degree) as the central government for the 12 tribes; but | submit that a better characterization of
their intended pur pos ecewanmora ®mpdass aral aloine wagsdatnt r a
fulfilled that function but rapidly lost its hold as each tribe decided to do things their own way.
Letbébs face it; we al/l know how easy it is to

So how could we desbe the kind of governing that the tribes of Israel operated under?

Let me throw a 5@&ent word at youamphictony An amphicton or mor e | i terall vy,
ar o uin g ®hadeup academic word; t Greek and is the name of a certain type of ancient

Greek political/governmental structure that existed for hundreds of years. Among the Greeks it

was a loose confederation of city/states that attempted to help one another for the common

defense and economy, and to abide by a common set of laws and etloicky boi a point. This

w a s adentralized government or a republic with a visible leader; it was more similar to an
extensive trade and security tngaand not unlike the UN whegartidpation is voluntary and

t h esnceadtual central authority extem a caséy-case basis.

Israel operated much like an amphictony; but what made Israel a unique kind of
amphictony during the era of the Judges is that while (like the Greeks) they too were a loose
confederation without a formal central government, theibg elements were not security and
economy, but rather family and religion. All 12 tribes and Levi were descended from Jacob and
they were all loyal to the Covenant of Moses. Thus they could be viciously fighting one another
for a time, and then turn@uind and recognize that they are brother tribes of Jacob and let
bygones be bygones. We see this same thing happening all over the Middle East and most visibly
in Iraq; this is one of the interesting characteristics inherent in tribal societies, whehsahte
time leaves Westerners confounded and frustrated as we watch it happen. One tribe (that perhaps
we back politically) is on the verge of soundly defeating another (that we want defeated) and
then everything inexplicably stops and they make a peeatyt Why? Because in the end they
recognize their common ancestors and therefore blood relationship (even if quite distant) and do
not wish to eliminate them from the gene pool or seethairad | ed fibr ot her so ovVve
humiliated. Keep this in mind as w&udy Judges because it will help you to understand why
they made some of the strange and befuddling decisions that they did.

We & established what a Shofet (a judge) is, that he functioned as a savior or rescuer of
Israel and not as an arbiter of ciwil criminal cases, and in general how many Judges there were
(from 1216 depending on your precise definitions of a judge). We learned that the era of the
Shophetim was immediately following Joshua (somewhere between about 1400 and 1300 BC)
and ended witthe crowning of the first king of Israel, Saul (at around 1020 B.C.) We also know
that they operated as a loose confederation of tribes (called an amphictony) whose point of
cohesion and reason to remain a federation was ancestral family ties and comation de the
Covenant of Moses.
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Sol et 6s now take a | ook at what the overall
the land as the era transitioned from Joshua to Judges, from a strong central leadership and a
common cause to an ill defined gonmental structure that supposedly had YHWH as their king
and the priesthood as His earthly messengers but in reality it was closer to every man for himself.
First is that just as in any system of society tlveige s a raanolithic train of thought or
behavor among the Hebrews of the land. The high standards and ideals demanded by God and
demonstrated by Moses and Joshua and (at | eas
werenodt necessarily emul ated orheydhadenore admi r ed
practical matters to deal with such as raising families, growing crops, tending vines, and
shepherding flocks. And we must not fail to put into the back of our minds the reality that one of

Joshuaods | ast acts wa emdnpdurmgwhieh ha pleaded wththent r en

people to get rid of their false gods and idols. None of this boded well for the character of Israel.
Next i1is that Joshwuads inability to | ead 1Is

his (andamdst reilba&lr s@ri ncesé) proclivity to mal

tribes instead of driving them out of the land or destroying them as the Lord demanded, was
going to prove to be | slsraekeguidkly addptedtind ideecd h e el
having the Canaanites as neighbors and tried to find ways to live among them in peace; naturally
compromise and tolerance was the word of the day. The 12 tribes lost any enthusiasm to finish
what they had started and complete the conquest @&ddait he result of that decision is the root

of troubles we witness in the Middle East today.

Webre going to see that as a result of thi
Hebrews and Canaanites became quite a normal and accepted arrangemntaritimgly short
time; but because of the way ancient societies operated this necessarily meant that there must be
a compromise or a clash over the issue of whose god would be preeminent in that blended
family, Yehoveh or one of the Baal gods, and oneitagine that this made family situations
pretty tense at times.

The result of two widely different cultures mixing in such a way is unavoidable:
syncretism. Th ecerg\wosd foasorae ohyeur Symcestism &othes from the word
synchronize and/e all generally understand that to synchronize something is to make two or
more things operate simultaneously or in a coordinated way. So
syncretism is an attempt to reconcile two different moral or religious
systems and mold them into something elseritains elements of both
and is reasonably acceptable for all parties. When it comes to religion in
those anciertimesthatme ant t hat somebodyds god
i nferior position and another person
Wereretalnedo bot h per sonso gods might be

at a bargaining table or is it even really a conscidlastgbut it does
happen as with Constantine and the Councils of Nicea and Laodicea).

Insteadjt usually happens quietly and naturally over time, slowly and
without much deliberation, fanfare or overt intent. One moment Yehov@i
is your only god to whomau give your full devotion; but then you marr
a Canaanite who worships the Ba
look up to realize that not only is Yehowved longeryour only god, He

holds an equal or inferior position to another god. What waggioisino longer strange. A little

a few
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more time passes and now the syncretism becomes cemented and a whole new system has been
created and any questioning of the rightness or wrongness of it has disappeared. Any memory of
how it happened becomes irrelevanabtimes lost to history.

| hope this is causing the wheels to turn in your minds right about now. The church has
been in engaged in syncretism for centuries. The earliest church syncretism was when it blended
the pagan religions of the gentiles witle thlessianic religion of the Jews; the result was the
Roman Church in the West and the Orthodox Church in the East. The progress of Christian
syncretism with the worldodos cultures | ong ago
practically every demographic thaircbe applied to the world general is the "o )
same for thehurch in genetaMarriage, divorce, abortiomyiminal activity,
and more recent)ysexual orientadn is nearly indistinguishable
between Believers and nddelievers. And, of course, tlmailture
and behavior that has wontan this constant blending of
Christianity and the world is that of the majority, the unbelieving
world. This is the nature of syncretism. The Interfaith Movement
currently advancing religious syncretism like a virulent eamc N
our time, and is being touted and admired by many of the top Christian and
Jewish leaders (and naturally the top secular leaders) the world over. And
was originally intended to harmonize Christian doctrines among the thousani
of denominationst¢ foster unity) is now attempting to harmonize Islam with
Christianity, and those faiths with the Oriental mystical religions. For those of
you who are undecided as to whether or not the Interfaith ideal is a good or a bad thing, let me
remind you that & Godprinciple which under grids the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation
is dividing, electing, and separating. The Lord created distinctions between His people and those
who are not His people and carefully defined which were which; and He demants#e
distinctions be maintained. Syncretisnsigply the modern academic word for dissolution of
distinctions.l t tidlegserm for the reversal of the Gpdnciple of dividing, electing, and
separating. Syncretism is what Nimrod strived for with ther@roof Babel as its monument.

The syncretism that was the downfall of Israel in the ethefudges is the same that
w eré engulfed in today within institutional Christianity. Do you have eyes to see and ears to
hear? The test s to 8inply agree on antellectual level, but toct on that agreement.

Letds move on to | ook at the next el ement
time of the Judges,; t tiiasthe godly leadership of Joshua and his immediate successors all but
disappeared. Thmarvelous Toralbased standards were soon set aside for the kind of self
serving and pragmatic behaviors that webre al
corporate kingpins.

This conditionw a s n oreseryed fertthe godless or the bacldgid leaders of Israel;
practically everyShophet that the Lord callesh had significant moral and character flaws and
the Scriptures make no attempt to hide them. None of the Shophetim of the book of Judges could
hold a candle to the leadership skills atlics of Joshua, Moses, or Phinehas. Samson in
particular is problematic; this grown man with the elhtrol and emotional capacity of a Junior
High Schooler, who was born under a Nazarite vow, showed practically no interest in spiritual
matters whatsever; yet he would be chosen by God to smite the enemy PhiliSm@®son was
a party animal, married a foreign girl, and killed at times for his own pleasure or simply to show
off. His final undoing was a beautiful prostitute who seduced him with ditttet.



Earlier in the period of the Judges wedoll
and whose reputation was so bad that he was run out of his own tribal territory. But, he was such
a good fighter and military leader that he was asked to regdight off an oppressor. When he
at | east showed some humility before the God
sacrifice the first thing that came through h
presumed vi cttarned outtdde hig onlyi dalghter.\iid despite the Christian
apol ogi st s wh o actdalysaenfice hsadaughteeto YHWH, rihé Scripture
plainly says that he did what he had vowed to
a fewweeks knowing what her fate would,lse she could mournever being able to have a
husband and family, and it became a tradition (spoken of in the Bible) to mourn her sad fate.

As we go through each of the 7 stories of deliverance, each by a differgre jud we 0 | |
find a seriously dark side and equally perverted sense of morality inherent in each of them. But
frankly, thatodos one of the reasons to believe
heroes are shown to simply be what they were: fthlaenans.

Now while this admittedly dark and pessi mi
time is accurate, to be balancé&dnust be said that on the positive side they did well to maintain
their tribal structure and that when left alptiee tibes were generally harmonious. It was when
outside influences were exerted that one tribe or another would buckle under the pressure and
this would sometimes lead to intgibal warfare. Even then there was no serious attempt at
genocide of one Israeliteibe on another, or even to erase the existence of a tribe by means of
full and complete absorption by a more dominating tribe.
With this is a backdrop, wedll begin Judge
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JudgesChapter 1

1 After the death of Y'hoshua, the people of Isra'el a8kEANAL i Wh o

will go up for wus first to fight against t
2 ADONAIs ai d: AY' hudah wil |l thglandavggto her e, I I
him. o
3 Y" " hudah said to his brother Shimdbéon, I
territory, so that we can fight against th
you into your territory. o So Shiméon went
4 Y'hudah wentup; adDONAIlgave t he Kenaodani and the [

hands; of those in Bezek they killed ten thousand men.

5 They found AdoriiBezek in Bezek; and they fought against him. They
killed the Kenadani and the P'rizi,

6 but Adoni Bezek fled. They pursued him,ught him, and cut off his
thumbs and big toes.

7 AdoniBezek said: ASeventy Kkings, with thei
off, gathered food under my table; God has paid me back in accordance with what
| did.o They brought ledtmret o Yerushalayi m,

8 Then the people of Y'hudah fought against Yerushalayim, captured it,
overpowered it with the sword, and set the city on fire.

9 Afterwards, the people of Y'hudah went
who lived in the hili country, in the Ngev, and in the Sh'felah.

10 Y"hudah also attacked the Kenadani | i
Kiryati Arba), and they overpowered Sheshai, Achiman and Talmai.

11 From there they attacked the inhabitants of D'vir (D'vir was formerly
called Kiryat Sefel.

12 Kal ev said: ATo iSefercapdcapturesitvwillk power s Ki
give my daughter O6Akhsah as his wife. 0

13 60tni'"el the son of K'naz, Kalev's Yy
him 6Akhsah his daughter as his wife.

14 After becoming Isi wife, she persuaded him to ask her father to give them
a field; when she got off her donkey, Kal e

15 She said to him: fAGive me a bl essing:
Negev, al so give me s o hertheeUpperdSpringgantder . 0 So
the Lower Springs.

16 Next, the descendants of the Keini, Moshe's faitidaw, went up out of
the City of DatéPalms with the people of Y'hudah into the Y'hudah Desert south
of O0Ar ad; and they came and settled with t

17 Y" hudah went with Shimdéon his brothei
who inhabited Tz'fat, and completely destroyed it. The name of the city was
called Hormah.

18 Y"hudah also took O0Azah with its ter:i
0 E k r o fts temritoty.h

T
Kk



19 ADONAIwas with Y'hudah, and they took possession of the hillcountry,
because they could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, since they had iron
chariots.

20 They gave Hevron to Kalev, as Moshe had said to do; and he drove out
from there the three sons of O6Anak.

21 The people of Binyamin did not drive out the Y'vusi who inhabited
Yerushalayim; rather, the Y'vusi continued living with the people of Binyamin in
Yerushalayim, as they do to this day.

22 The house of Yosef likevasattacked BeitEl; andADONAIlwas with

them.
23 The house of Yosef sent spies to Beli(the city was formerly called
Luz).
24 The spies saw a man coming out of t hi

us the way to enter the city, and we will treatou nd | y . 0

25 So he showed them the way into the city, and they overpowered the city
with the sword, but they let the man and all his family go free.

26 He went into the land of the Hittim, built a city and called it Luz, which is
its name to this day.

27 M'nasheh did not drive out the inhabitants of B8it'an and its villages,

Tadanakh and its villages, Dor and its vil
Megi ddo and its villages; so that the Kena
land.

28 Intime,wle n | sr a' el had grown strong, they
forced labor but failed to drive them out completely.

29 Efrayim did not drive out the Kenaodal

continued living in Gezer along with them.
30 Z'vulun did not driveut the inhabitants of Kitron or Nahalol; so the
Kenaodani continued to |ive among them but
31 Asher did not drive out the inhabital
Helbah, Afik or Rechov;
32 sothe Asherilived amongh e Kenaodani who were |l iving
because they didn't drive them out.
33 Naftali did not drive out the inhabitants of B&hemesh or Bdib An a t
but | ived among the Kenadani l i viing in the
Shemesh and Béib Aah became forced labor for them.
34 The Emori forced the people of Dan into the hills; for they would not let
them come down to the valley.
35 The Emori had resolved to live in the Heres Hills, in Ayalon and in
Shadal vim; but wh e of Ydsdf grewmeates, theydodcamteh e hous e
subject to forced labor.
36 So the territory of the Emori was from the $oon Ascent and the Rock
upwardd Judges 1

Judges Chapter 1



we 6r e owoveintgthdirstc hapt er. What webdre going to
Israel from a pinnacle of success and accomplishment and (more importantly) harmony
with God into an everymanfor-hi ms el f att i t ud etalking\dbeul petiodsfay r ap
probably only 1015 years after Joshua passed before the 12 tribes began losing théir way.

n Iright, if you read the introduction, tretage for exploring Judgéss been setndnow

ot her words, they didndédt waste any ti me.
We need to digest an interestingre i t y of | sisanetftheselittle st or y t h

factoids that can give us a better perspective of what life was like for them and it helps us to
- understand what was wunderlying | sr act
times of Joshua and King Josiah (who ruled over Judah frorm@®®
B.C.). It was that exceedingfgw copies of the Torah were created, and
they certainlyd i dwin@l tip in the hands of any ordinary citizen. In
fact, it appears that by the time of King David (around-300 years
after Joshuads death), the Torah was:s
being forgotten.

Once the tribes dispersed in earnest around Canaan and started to
take firmer hold in the allotted territories, the Priesthood struggled to
exist (let alone have any significant influence). The roles of the Priests

s and the Levite Tabercke workers blurred. Only a few of the 48 cities
that the Levites were promised within the tribal territories were ever actually handed over, and
the fund they werewupposeo receive from those same tribesorderto maintain themselves
and those citiewas rarely enough if it came at all

The Tabernacle (at the time of chapter 1 in Judges) resided in Shiloh, but it would
steadily go into disrepair over the decades.
by definition are temporary and weartaather quickly as compared to stone huts. While we
might ask ourselves how much it could possibly cost to maintain a tehgwegoremember the
elaborate nature of this one, the super expensive materials used, and the number of exceptional
craftsmerrequired to make it originally. Ajou haveto do to get an understanding of this sad
progression is to go to England and witness the disheveled condition of many grand churches
and cathedrals as a result of a dying Christianity that first lost interéshan lost their faith.

Sowhen King David asked Yehoveh if he could build a Temple to the Lord (and his son
Solomon finally did) itw a s actudlly to replace the Wilderness Tabernacle pdressmusehe
ancient one had long since been abandonedodwearing out and apparently no desire to repair
it; rather it was that there was no properly built sanctuary under the Mt. Sinai specjfications.

David apparently built some tymgeg—o0of \thent to h
was far more than some Bedounmking affair), but David also took it X
upon himself to appoint Levites and priests to certain duties, so we ga
. assume that the order of service and careful
_ attention to detail was not at all Kosher anynt}
And very likely, there wereonly a few amon@g -\ [} -
remnant of priests who even remembered just higv
to properly observe the rituals and procedurssy sad.

We get some idea of how inconsequential and impotent the
priesthood had become when we look at the story of the Ark being
brought from Beit Shembgo King David at his request, and it was
placed unceremoniously in an Ox Cart to transport it (a-kined ne




no). Then a man touched the Ark (anothemnod and died from it, which (when David heard

about it) caused David to get paranoid so he chahgeaiind about having the Ark near him

and he asked a Levitadta cohen, a priest) named Obsdiom to keep the Ark in his home
(another serious infraget onht oreteldtigattiedordve 6 as on
greatly blessed Obesl d 0 m wseholobecausehe Arkwas restinghere, so David decided it

w a st anfy safe but also advantageous to him (personally) to possess the Ark, so he called for it

to be brought to Jerusalem and there he prepared a tent to house it.

We see from all this thdhe priesthood simply took orders, that it was barely functioning
(if at all), and that even the most basic of all suteat no one could ever look the Ark of the
Covenant and to touch it meant instant death had been lost to history.

S o Iiaddhat a phrase repeated a number of times in the diodkdges, Shofetinm
Hebrew, is: Aln those days there was no king
If you summed uphe book of Judge# would be the thought reflected in that briteft powerful
statementT hey fAdid what was right itheChurchtodayyn eyes
dondt you think?

After the death of Y'hoshua, the people of Isra'el agf@@NAL, A Wh o wi | |

o up for wus first tADONAIsgahitd :a giaYi' nhsutd athh ewiK el
p; here, 1 have handed the | and over to h
udah said to his brother Shiméon, nACol
tory, so that we can fight against th
nt o youhimétoenr rw etnotd Jwdpes bSBoh | Sn

T h egapimportantpupps e t o t he beok t hat 6
almost universally missed; andt tliasGod was demonstrating the
needfor a king over Israel. Many, including myself not so long ag
have kind of reflexivelys ai d t hat with Samug
Saul the Lord gave to Israel something thattHe dwat to give
them, a king. But an honest reading of Judges shows us somethini
different. :

In realitythe Lordwas®c hi ng | sraelt tha

inting of

R oul dnbd
functonwi t hout a kingfolThew Godbosnbaw

commands without a king. Joshua wasnot offici
' wasYehoe hds def i ni td odi arme tar ikd anlgl ¥ hapg o
definition of a king. Joshua wasetlexample of ideal leadership for Israel,

one they failed to follow. One that
Manés definition of a king is as |

his subjects who wusually haweofno choi

a king i s assakindsflsevantte thake wid e chosen

to follow him by their own free wil!/

consisting of thousands of men who would lay down their lives for the
benefit of t he Waydognhis@efdrdhe bekefit ofghe peoplel Tte

problem with Israel was that eventually they warttelr( and t heir nei ghbor sd)
king to rule them, so the Lord gave it to thdtrwas thetypeof king, not the idea of being ruled

by aking that would be the issue.

b



You mean God wil|l do that? Give something
You bet.I experiencd this in my own life.Right after | came to the Lord, | was working two
jobs (Radio Announcer and in a Town Newspapesas also going to school (almost full time).
Well, I got it in my head that | wanted to go into Psychology and applied to work at a school for
physically and emotionally impaired child@rbig mistake. | prayed for favor in the eyes of the

Managers;lconfesed t hat the job was mine; did all th
ask my Father if this was a good position for me).
After | got the job I realized how much of

have the pativendtdéde Wwi ¢idadmowithwhat thedjobdemandedle I n at
gave me what | asked for . . . what | learned was to ask Him what He wants for me!

Verse 1 says that after Joshua died the people asked Yehoveh an important question: who
would be tle first to again do battle with the Canaanites? Whés s nrietorical question.

During Joshuaés day and for a brief period at
Aasking (or inquiring) of the Loeddoséekidi®eant t h
will. But of coursefor them,this could only have happened when the

High Priest was still performing his official role and when the tribal

|l eaders stild]l r e ¢ o godairee pirpdséhaed H i 6s Go
position.Now remember we have mdea how these stones were used,

but some how they evidently r e WsnaldBwmGodds gu

The answer the Lord gave through the two special stones was that Judah would be that
tribe to resume battle to finish the conquest of Canaan. And this is a good time timremind
you that indeed all of Cana&na d lmeéntconquered as we begin Judges; it was the duty of each
of the 12 tribes (the exception being the tribe of Levi wha s codnted as among the 12) to
finish driving the Canaanites out of their allottedritory. It was this understanding that had
caused Joshua such great anguish and frustration because for a lodgofithe tribesefused
to accept their territories because it meant the hard and dangerous job of battling the various
Canaanites felio them.

This by no means meant that the leaders of the tribe of Judah was appointed (at this time)
to take over for Joshua. However, as weoll so
self-sacrificing role among his brother tribes. The firsdghJudah did was to go to Simeon (the
tribe not the person) and ask them to fight alongside of them. There was a good and logical
reason for this; as verse 3 says, Simeon and Judah were brothers. Leah was their mother so they
werefullb r ot h e r srekarnihg ia the Twrahtand later books, it wasmalfor a man to
have multiple wives and concubines, so only sometimes were brothers and sisters full brothers
and sisters. As often as ntitey were what we today call step
brothers and sisters.

SoJudah and Simeon essentially signed up for mutugl  smeen. 55
assistance and it was natural they wodldo, Si me o n|0+s. caair oA
territory would be more or less carved out of the center of
Judahdods. Such an arrangement
unthinkable ifi t  wfarsha @@de family relationship. Eve
S0, in onlyafew more generations the tribe of
pretty muchabsorb the tribe of Simeen~And by the time of
King Solomon, Simeon no longer had its own territory and !
although some retained a memory of their Simeatmibal identity most d|d not.




Y'hudah went up; anADONAIgave t he Kenadani and the P’
hands; of those in Bezek they killed ten thousand ifileay found AdoriiBezek
in Bezek; and they fought agaiPnzgbut hi m. The
Adonii Bezek fled. They pursued him, caught him, aatoff his thumbs and big
toes

AdoniBezek said: fASeventy kings, with thei.:
off, gathered food under my table; God has paid me back in accordance with what
Idi d. 06 They berashagyn, ant iemdiedtth@eludges 1:4

In verse 4 we find the coalition forces of Judah and Simeon waging battle against the
Canaanites and the Perizzites. At this point in history the term Canaanites referred-in a non
spedfic way to all the various tribes and peoples who lived in the Land of Caeaam if they
technicallyw e r drondthe line of Canaan. Perizzites are thought by many scholars not to be a
specific tribe, but rather it refers to a conglomerate of villéigasinhabited the hill country.

This encounter was against a fellow called AdBazek. AdoniBezeki s ad per sonobs
name; tadite that means Lord of Bezek. Bezek was probably the family name of a long
established dynasty. So when authority was@ag$rom one ruler to the next, each successive
ruler would have been called AdeBie z ek . |t 6s | i ke ,sadttythemlyvipusii Ki n g
guestion bei Sawenoimoere knowhthe@atual Raime of this individual than we
know where the placef Bezek was actually located.

As the battle ensued, Judah and Simeon were winning so the Lord of Bezek fled (as was
usual for a king). They found him, caught him
him. He was really rather philosophi@out this unpleasant turn of events, as he says that he
treated 70 enemy kings in exactly the same way, so God just returned the favor. Really this is a
statement ofex talionis an eye or an eye, that was generally understood and practiced among alll
Middl e Eastern cultures. Donét think (by the w
directly to the Israelite God, YHWH. The Hebrew word used is elohim, and that was the generic
term used for any god. AdoeBiezek was merely saying that his godsome god, was repaying
his lack of mercy with retribution.

Justsoyouknow/0i sadhumber that wedneamsatgeatbua ke | i t ¢
unspecified number in this context.

Why cut off the thumbs and big toes of this Lord? Because by dojisgcdoa man
became impotent in battle. Without thumbsche u | hdld @sivord, he o u | stiaotéa tbow,
he coul dndt b-to-hand dorebattori ever drivera chiareot Without his big toes he
lost any real mobility. He could walk with care but heedod n 6Soh ¢ ucaoul dndét f | ee
danger. So even if this captured king eventually escaped from Judah, his lack of thumbs and big
toes meant his days of leadership were dren it sayshat he died in Jerusalem sirefeiding
to natural causes; heeams n 6t executed ( aanywheegast t hat was r e

Then the people of Y'hudah fought against Yerushalayim, captured it,
overpowered it with the sword, and set the city on Aféerwards, the people of
Y'" hudah went down t owholivgdinthe ailjcauntry,snt t he Ken
the Negev, and in the Sh'felah.



Y'"hudah also attacked the Kenadiani i vi ng
Arba), and they overpowered Sheshai, Achiman and Takrain there they
attacked the inhabitants of D'vir (D'wiras formerly called KiryatSefer).

Kal ev said: ATo whiceferandcaptwesitlpvdl giver s Ki r y a't
my daughter O6Akhsah as his wife. o
600tni ' el the son of K'naz, Kal ev's young

him 6Akhsah hi ife. Aften hegomihgehis wife,she lperssiaded
him to ask her father to give them a field; when she got off her donkey, Kalev
asked her, AWhat do you want?0o

She said to him: AGi ve me a blessing: si.t
also give me sourcesofweat . 0 So Kal evrSprngsandither t he Uppe
Lower Spring®d Judges 1:85

Next in verse 8 we find Judah and Simeon fighting against Yerushalayim and capturing it
from the Jebusites. Webre told that tihe city
was only keeping in line with the Law of Hen, the law of the ban, whesace this was Holy
War the spoils belonged to God. And the only way to give God a city was to send it up to him in
smoke by burning it. Unfortunatelisrael would only hold oto Yerushalayim for a short time.

Jerusalenwasniotei t her Judahos inBren$iame mroéGs tSer rwih
find later in verse 21 is that afte@atcapturd, it was quickly turned over to Benjamin. But
Benjamin either had little interest holding it or was just incapable and lost it back to the
Jebusites until the time of David. What tended to happen at this point in history was that an
Israeli tribe would capture a Canaanite diiyt would often allow the inhabitants to stay as
subjecsc and serfs that would pay tribute (taxes)
out so well, and Jerusalem was one of those instances. Judah and Simeon fought for it and took
it; they (properly) gave it to Benjamin, and Benjamin allowed thesl&ds to remairSothe few
Benjamites who did settle in Jerusalem soon found themselves in the minority to a more
dominant Jebusite king. This story would be repeated ad infinitum in the Land of Canaan.

Something we need to plant firmly in our memoriasfliture reference is this expanding
contrast between the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Here we find Judetoiy after victory,

a n d revicdddhat the reason for their success was that the Lorditbathem. On the other

hand is Benjamin whose @t failure. Judah wins Yerushalayim, Benjamin loses it. King Saul,

the firstking of Israel, wasromt he tr i be of Benjamin (and weodre
character and failures), tbeconck i ng was David of the tribe of

of his closeto-G o d-léeart character and stunning victories.

Next Judah and Simeon attack Hebron that was also known as-KibatDouble, even
triple, names were typical in that day as they reflected the changing of hands of cities to various
nationswho spoke various languages. Kinjar b a me an s, feferinggpoaof f our
confederation ofour city-states who allied for mutual protection and economic gain. Hebron
means fAconf eder a&hichisessentidiatisesame idea is KaAaliba.

Sheshai, Achiman, and Talmai were the lords tiwereof the citystates that formed this
confederacy, and they were all sons of Anak. They were Anakim, that race of large men who
produced the giant Goliath.

After that Judah and Simeon made vear Debir, also known as Kirygbefer. Kiryat
Sefer means city of the book. But there were a number of Kdgtdrs because it was more a
description than a naméut S éfodikebinolecadsaldy means



accounting records. Once a regior a confederacy got large enough they would designate one
city as the common place where important records for their society were kept and so it garnered
the title of KiryatSefer, the City of Records.

Next, the descendants of the Keini, Moshe'sefiéihi law, went up out of the
City of Daté Palms with the people of Y'hudah into the Y'hudah Desert south of

60Arad; and they came and settled with the
Y hudah went with Shimdéon his brother; ¢t

inhabited Tz'fat, and copletely destroyed it. The name of the city was called

HormahY' hudah al so took O0Azah with its terri:t

and O0Ekron with its territory.

ADONAIlwas with Y'hudah, and they took possession of the hillcountry,
because they couldhdrive out the inhabitants of the valley, since they had iron
chariots.They gave Hevron to Kalev, as Moshe had said to do; and he drove out
from there the three sons of O6Anak.

The people of Binyamin did not drive out the Y'vusi who inhabited
Yerushalaym; rather, the Y'vusi continued living with the people of Binyamin in
Yerudhalayim, as they do to this ddyJudges 1:121

The next several verses retell a story told in Joshua 15 about a clan leader of Judah
named Caleb (the same person who was one spiE8 who scouted out Canaan for Moses and
came back with a good report). Caleb assigned the task of taking Debir to Othniel the son of
Kenaz.l t pdefty interesting to understand that Caleb (and Othniel, a close family member)
actually camdromEdomiteth er i t age (Edomites were descended
ancestors became part of the tribe of Judah and even became the most powerful clan within
Judah. This is something weh o u kadily drget because it demonstrates just how early the
Israelie people became a diverse and genealogically mixed nation. In return for taking Debir
Caleb gave his daughter Achsah to Othniel, who probably was her uncle. As part of her dowry
she received land, and then later rights to water wells, which was a tenmgadgtant matter in
an area of the Negev that had decent soil but precious little available water.

This interesting summary of history contin
fatherinl awds cl an of the Kei ni therKenkezites).tTlkes ( not t
Kenites were a clan of the tribe of Midian (they lived where the mountain of the Burning Bush
raised up out of the desert floor). Mosesd wi
of Judah and Simeon to an area calleddty of Date Palms and settled there T ls Bor e 6
agreement on exactly where this is; usually this is thought to be Jericho, but others iréiss
little further south than Jericho.

Judah and Simeon continued in their victories by warring against Ssizieelon and
Ekron. Yes, that same Gaza we hear about on the news day and nighthfémstes are
commonly said to be cities of the Philistines, but as of the time of the opening verses of the book
of Judges the Philistinds a d yetbestablished #mselves in those placegit was some of
those various Canaanite peoples who inhabited
successful in taking more of the hill country away from other Canaanites, they were unable to
drive them out of the valley#\nd that was due to the use of iron chariots by the enemy. Simply
put, chariots needed réleely flat ground to operaten. They were near useless on steep hills or



rocky placesSot he Canaanites couldndét use titseni r most
the hills and lost their advantage to Judah. The area of the plains and valleys was another matter
altogether, and the fearsome chariots enabled the Canaanites to hang on to the enormous fertile
valleys.

The house of Yosef likewise attacked BEit andADONAIwas with them.
The house of Yosef sent spies to BElt(the city was formerly called Luz).

The spies saw a man coming out of the city
way to enter the city, and we will treat vy
So he showed thethe way into the city, and they overpowered the city with
the sword, but they let the man and all his family go firEewent into the land of
the Hittim, built a city and called it Luz, which is its name to this day.
M'nasheh did not drive out the inhtits of Beit Sh'an and its villages,
Tadanakh and its villages, Dor and its vil
Megi ddo and its vill agetskeepsmliviigimthat t he Kena
land In time, when Isra'el had grown strong, they didtpit e Kenadani to for

labor but failed to drive them out completely.

Efrayim did not drive out the Kenadani I
continued living in Gezer along with them.

Z'vulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or Nahalol; so the

Kenadani continued to |ive among them but
Asher did not drive out theAkhzmhabitants ¢
Helbah, AflkorRechovs 0 t he Asher. |l ived among the Ke

in the land, because they diddrive them out.
Naftali did not drive out the inhabitants of B&Shemesh or Bagit Anat but
|l ived among the Kenaodani ' ivingl in the | an
Shemeshand Béibt Anat became forced | abor for them.
The Emori forced the peopld Dan into the hills; for they would not let them
come down to the valley.
The Emori had resolved to live in the Heres Hills, in Ayalon and in
Shadéal vim; but when the power bacdmet he house
subject to forced labo&o the tetitory of the Emori was from the Scoom
Ascent and the Rock upwaddJudges 1:2:36

Verse 22 changes venues and for the first time in the book of adlgs b out fit h e
house of Yosef (Joseph)he house of Joseph technically consisted of the trildaniessah
and the tribe of EphrainBut of ten only in the Bebhhe byoéftbe
house of Josephand at ot her ti mes i hossimeantdRiobdbly t el | i
here it means Ephraim becausedhents discusseate éher in or near their territory.

Let me again remind you that all/l this atta
happening. The Lord expected them to fight these battles. Whditike ¢xpect the 12 tribes to
do was to make treaties with taeemy and find reasons to live peacefully with the people they
conquered. The Lorddés explicit instructions w
Canaad leave or dié those are the only options there were to be offered to the pafople
CanaanThelone exceptions were those who dropped their allegiance to their nations and to
their gods, and worshipped YHWH instead.



To some of you, that seems harsh. But it s
any land on the face of the edrtlexcept the lath He had set aside for His people. He had
reserved this tract of land for His sole possession. Why would He have chosen that land? | have
no idea. . . you can ask Him about that some time. Sadly, though, to this day they have never
possessed all the teoty Yehoveh and reserved for th@reven during the heydays of King
David and Solomon they never possessed or occupied their entire inheritance. They will some
dayd either in our lifetimes or when Yeshua retuérisut not today.

But looking at this, howcango by it without talking about

today? Sadly, as | oO0ve been telling you, the <c
incomplete conquest from over 3000 years ago. And the problem then is as it is now: there is a
refusalbo beli eve God. The men of Joshwuab6s day and

morality and mercy and purpose into the equation as though somehow their opinion was on equal
footing with Yehovehodéds commands ghb@s)sawthatn t he
they looked and behaved pretty much like themselves, realized that probably among the Israelites
were family ties between many of the inhabitants of Canaan and came to the conclusion that

living with the Canaanites was a better, kindesesj and perhaps more pragmatic approach than
fighting them to the death with the only possible outcomes being driving these Canaanites out of

their homes and their |l and or annihilating th
were confronted ith such a choice?
We | | I think we have the answer to that r h

it. While at the same time the modern church glints their eyes and looks disapprovingly at the
barbaric instructions of the Old Testament Godscdiel towards the Canaanites, we tend to
simultaneously criticize the Israelites for not fully carrying out those orders! So today, in the
ongoing and yeto-bec o mp|l et ed battl e for Canaan thatodos t
itself in, the majory of the church tends to side with the idea of cease fires, aid andhandad
treat ment for | srael és Arab and Muslim enemie
enemies demand another piece of Israel for their own, and the grand hope fogarkeestynof
peace and coperation between Israel and their foes that each can live and let live.

We then point to our |l oving Messiah Yeshua
aspirations and demands of a land rid of people who oppose Israelpasd dpe God of Israel
has been declared null and void. Tolerance for everyone and everything is the new aim and the
New Testament God wants peace at almost any price. Israel is also caught up in the desire to see
the end of war, so they continue in theywaf their ancestors and declare that their sense of
humanitarianism and fairness trumps Yehovehos
Promised Land. THIS is the cause for the intractable Middle Eastern problem; not oil, not Islam,
not the UN or the B . l'tds di sobedience and disbelief no
: s Christians that stalls the final resolution, not inadequate
diplomacy or a lack of sincerity.

Let me warn all who are reading this that to support the
idea of Israel giving up land todhr enemies is offensive to the
Lord. Those who want Israel to accept a peace agreement that
has Israel conceding rights to the Temple Mount to those who
worship a false god, Allah, so that they can maintain a pagan
= worship site there are complicit in iddty. Those Israelites
: who seek these things are denying the Covenant of Abraham
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and are saying that the Lord God is wrong and
bringing it about.

But let me also say something that may surprise you: the Ba#lerageddon is simply
the final battle of the Holy War for Canaan that the leaders who followed Joshua, then David,

Sol omon, and now the elected government of |Is
Christians sing joyfully of the coming ofslés and pray that today is that day, but somehow we
candt connect it that the sa who su

meek lamb for our sakes, will be leading this final battle for the
conquest of Canaan. He will be as ruthless as Yehoveh expect
Joshua ad those who followed him to be (but who refused), and
not one person who withholds their allegiance to the God of Israel
and His Messiah will remain alive on the face of this planet when €
Yeshua finally lays down his sword of vengeance. The Conque?sﬁ' "
forthee Land of Canaan i1isnbét oveld 'ppening
eyes; the worst is yet to come. Even more its effect is expandin )
include the entire earth.

't may turn out that as Yeshuads foll owers

consequenced this 3400 year long battle, but we can choose to be on the right side.

In verse 22 the tribe of the house of Yosef (probably only Ephraim) attacks the city of
Beit-El that at one time was known as Luz. The city of Ai was nearby, in fact Ai andEB@it
not sister cities) may well have been the same city just slightly relocated after a destruction.
When Ephraim approached the city a man of-Béilecided to caperate with some Ephraimite
spies and show them a good way to steal into the city. umréthe Ephraimite spies promised to
let the man and hisholefamily survive the coming onslaught. This has tones of the Jericho
attack and Rahab the prostitute/innkeeper fro
where all similarity betweethe two stories ends. This man of BEltexpressed no interest in
| srael 6s God, an d-prasersation to thg poimtohatihe/mes willlagto s e | f
commit treason to save his own skin. There was no honor in what happened here as there was
whenRahab had converted before she met the spies and her allegiance to the God of Israel was
at the heart of her decision. We get an interesting and instructional footnote in the next verse that
says that this man of Beiil went into the country of the Hités (modern day Turkey) and built
a city and called it Luz. In other worgdster he turned his own home city over to destruction at
the hands of Israel, he went and led the construction of a new city and he gave it the same name
as his former one. Guiltaybe

From here to the end dfis chaptewe get mostly a list of failed attempts by various
Israelite tribes to drive out various groups of Canaanites from their territories. Basically this is
setting the playing field for what we will see happen inaptér or so in Judges.

Manessah,thet her hous e ddriveihe €amgamtes ot of Bdt Sheah and
the surrounding areas. Neither could they ter
important fortress on a major trade route crossraadsell as a place that overlooks an
extensive portion of the Jezreel Vall ey. Webr
sufficiently to use them as forced labor; but here agersee how the new Israeli mindset had
taken hold. Forthisgereert i on of | sraelites the iIssue was e
purposes lost out to these weak and selfish desires.

Ephraim failed at Gezer.
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Zevulun foll owed their brothersé ways and
an economic advantage

Asher followed suit in their territory.

Naftali made peace and lived intertwined with Canaanites is some of their territory, but
was able to subdue them in other parts.

The last couple of verses set the stage for the migration of Dan away from titenyter
t hat was contiguous with Judahodés (to the west
in their territory, the Amorites who lived there ran Dan out into the hills. We find that Dan
eventually moved north to the border of Lebanon. Judamsoannexed Dands f or me
and they were able to defeat the Amorites; though again Judah elected to use the Amorites as
forced | abor rather than to follow Godos i nst

Intheend her e 6 s ae dareswabouhtherstgts of the 12 tribes as a result of
everything :Weblvser geulstsisnepelny coul dndt drive the
Canaanites dug in and |Israel s mindset moved
of the land to cohalation with those who God found unacceptable to Him.

Secondlysrael found their freedom of movement highly impeded because their holds on
the territories were spottBut even more problemati@t least in théong run was that the
wickedness of the Caaani t es 6 wor ship of false gods remain
danger to |Israel és purity and holiness, and a

Israel decided it was better to create and maintain good relationships than tceeject th
Canaanites from the land. In fattiey saw that in many ways the Canaanites they were able to
subdue made a ready and usable labor feré themit made no sense to send them away.

| f you havenoét | ear mhe pkacatha mamnstugi ®th&te, know
peace that God instructs. For mpeace is invariably the result of one of two things: war or
compromise. In war (at least until our era) one side won, the other lost, and one subjugated the
other and forced the subjugatecctomply.Now mo r e tsl eompramsetype of peace
that men seek. That s thétype of peace that Yehovehatking abouin His Word. His peace
isabsolute,itoegs m&tol ve compr omi se and toichoosdocsemes f r om
the Lord afHe demands to be served, and nothing else.

Israel saw nothing wrong in their approach to settling Canaan. Israel saw nothing wrong
in their approach to battle, their new goal being making peace with their neighbors. So they
participated in their neighbaéis f est i val s and customs, gave res
beliefs and even to their false gods, and as a result enjoyed a measure of rest and fruitfulness that
was mostly manmadbeutbore little resemblance to what Godly rest and fruitfulness lobked
Inte-marriage between Canaanites and Hebrews became an everyday affair with little resistance
or thought, and most and both sides saw it as a good thing. Israel was blind to their condition and
w o u | aceceptthat they had broken faith with thead®ecause they felt so good about
themselves and their ability to contrive their own moraliithoutthe direction of the Lord

Webll see how t hethémextchapteeel s about this in
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Judges Chapter 2

1 Now the angel cADONAIcameupfromGigal t o Bokhim and sai
brought you up out of Egypt, led you to the land | swore to your fathers and said,
ol  wil |l never break my covenant with you;
2 you, for your part, are not to make any covenant with the inhabitants of
this land but must tear dewtheir altars." However, you have paid no attention to
what | said. What is this you have done?
3 This is why | also said, ol wildl not
be on your fl anks, and their gods wil/ bec
4 When the mgel of ADONAIspoke these words to all the people of Isra'el,
they began crying and wailing at the top of their voices.
5 So they called the name of that place Bokhim (crying) and sacrificed there
to ADONAIL.
6 When Y'hoshua had sent the people awaypdlople of Isra'el had gone
each one to his assigned property in order to take possession of the land.
7 The people servedDONAIlthroughout Y'hoshua's life and throughout the
lives of all the older men who outlived Y'hoshua and who had seen all the great
work of ADONAIwhich he had done for Isra'el.
8 When Y'hoshua the son of Nun, the serval@ONAI died, he was 110

years old;
9 and they buried him near the boundary of his property in Tinthartes, in
the hills of Efrayim, north of Mount Gadas

10 When that entire generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another
generation arose that knew neitdédONAInor the work he had done for Isra'el.

11 Then the people of Isra'el did what was evil f®DONALI s perspective
and servedthb a6 al i m

12 They abandonedDONAI the God of their fathers, who had brought
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, selected from the gods of
the peoples around them, and worshipped them; this AR@NAlangry.

13 They abandone@DONAland servd B a 0 a |6 aasrhd atr lod

14 The anger AADONAIDblazed against Isra'el; and he handed them over to
pillagers, who plundered them, and to their enemies around them; so that they
could no longer resist their enemies.

15 Whenever they launched an attabk, power o ADONAIwas against
them, so that things turned out badlpst asADONAIhad said would happen
and had sworn to them. They were in dire distress.

16 But thePADONAIraised up judges, who rescued them from the power of
those who were plundegrthem.

17 Yet they did not pay attention to their judges, but made whores of
themselves to other gods and worshipped them; they quickly turned away from
the path on which their ancestors had walked, the way of obADQNAT s
mitzvoti they failed to @ this.

18 WhenADONAIraised up judges for therADONAIwas with the judge
and delivered them from the hands of their enemies throughout the lifetime of the
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judge; forADONAIwas moved to pity by their groaning under those oppressing
and crushing them.
19 But after the judge died, they would relapse into worse behavior than that
of their ancestors, following other gods to serve and worship them; they
abandoned none of their practices or stubborn ways.
20 So the anger &DONAIblazed against Isra'el;lseai d, fAiBecause t hi s
nation violates my covenant, which | ordered their fathers to obey; and they don't
pay attention to what | say;
21 in the future, | will not expel ahead of them any of the nations that
Y'hoshua left when he died.
22 This is how | wiltest Isra'el, to see whether or not they will keep the way
of ADONAL | i ving according to it, as their an:t
23 SOADONAlallowed those nations to remain where they were, without
quickly driving them out; he didot hand them over to Y'hosh&aludges 2

Judges Chapter 2

that reflects the time approaching Joshuabod:
elders closest to Joshua took over leddprafter he was buried. In a nutshéllwas that
the people of Israel failed at conquering Canaan. After the land was divided up it became each
tribeds duty to finish ridding itself of any
sanctuaried. t imortant to understand that the land was divided up begt@mh what was
actually conquered, or on merit, by rather by how God had assigned the territory through lots, at
the time of Moses. That allotment put the various tribes in general regions obthiséd Land:
north, south, near the Jordan, or in the west, and such. Joshuaiaehat with asther and
later ceremony whertbe relativesizeof each territory was adjusted to account for the
population differences among the tribes; bigger trilggdy territory.

Even so, it also meant that the assigned territory was the responsibility of each tribe to
finish the job of conquest within theyodre own
saw the Lord defeat His enemies using Yehoshuadpsis H s eart hl y, pehysi cal
told of the great battles of the north and the south of Canaan and how they were fought between
vast armies employing hundreds of thousands of soldiers on each side. And we saw as the Lord
decisively won these b&ts and as a result Israel won; meaning that they could now attain
sufficient rest in the land that they could rightly declare it as their own and settle there. However
after Joshuads victory and death t heentifmat t | i ng
the fight for his own immediate territory somewhat indefinitely. Israel has been told repeatedly
thatif they will be obedient to the Lord, then He will fight for them and victory will be theirs. If
not, then the struggle will be painful and foll difficulties and defeats. This is a great
illustration (and I think probably an ordained Goaktern) that foreshadows the battle that the
army of another Yehoshua who came 1300 years later would face; the one we know as Jesus of
Nazareth (whose name indeed Yehoshua, grammatically shortened to Yeshua) would also lead
us to great victoryf we will follow him devotedly.

Maybe the parallel is already forming a picture in your minds. God through Yeshua fights
an enormous battle and defeats His greatmnSatan, for our benefit. Yehoshua is the physical
human agent of this Holy War, but God is the one who fights and leads to victory. Yeshua dies in

T he first chaptegave us a short background on the political situation in the Land of Canaan
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the process and then each of His followers who are actually part of thg
victory must continue the fightnohis or her own tu& our own live® as
the battle (although already won in one sense, is incomplete in anothg
sense) will continue until a time preordained by YHWH, but unknown
men.

| & dso interesting thébththe major but incomplete victories of
Joshua and then Jesus will become complete at the same moment: tHg¥
Battle of Armageddon. All the daily turf wars and individual battles we
fight will finally be over because the Holy War will finally be complete.
The conquest for earth and for the eratiicaof evil will finally be at an end.
The first chaptewent to some length to show thraineof the tribes properly carried
through with their own individual turf wars; some tribes won additional cities and surrounding
areas and werbebtaanbhe;, tanta&ehet tribes simp
Again, | see an illustration so perfectly paralleled to the daily life of a Believer that it must be a
Godpattern. We will fight every day, win some and lose some. Some of us will be more
determined and dedicated; others of us will sadly put up little resistance. But in the end none of
us wi || have perfectly executed Godds will fo
Alsoowe 6re told that the | sraelites tended to
areas they did gain control over instead of deporting them as the Lord had instructed. And in
other caseghey simply went through a process of assimilation and blended with their neighbors.
All of this led to Israel sliding soapidly into idolatry that $ téuly breathtaking. We tend
to see everything from ancient times happening in slow motion asacechfp modern times.
But stndt atalinecessarily so. There are some wicked actions that we &asotak turns
down a sBoadtt thd éreso drasticland explosive in their consequences that
negative changes begin to happen al most overn
end of Joshuads ti me Shopldetinivds ene sudhuiactionng t he er a
| fear that he unease we Believers feel today within the Western world in general (and
our wonderful nation in particular) as we watch millions of our fellow citizens enthusiastically
revel in moving rapidly towards a secular society (which, by the way, is an inktyijatill
lead us to exactly a similar point as we will read about the era &hthyehetimthe Judges. And
the eerie parallel between the time of the Judges and today in our time is amplified when we
consider that it was a huge population of people fallse religion that Israel decided to appease
rather than extinguisi.hey decided to engage them in diplomacy and compromise. They
decided to give up some land to them, and in other instances let them live in Israeli territory. The
Hebrews foundway®t r ati onal i ze away Godo6és instruction
govern this Universe, and forget mankindbés ow
compromise only evil wins even when at first it may seem like the peaceful and logical thing to
do.
Chapter 2 begins with Goddés only possibl e
follow their own way and abandon Hi mbuwGedobés n
righteous justicen His own setpart people when they rebel and siaiagt Him. | laugh, cry,
and turn red with anger and then pale with worry when | hear some of our most respected
Christian leaders proudly tell the flodkat t he d ay sonbi$ owGmeadple are gver.st i c e
| f < tiueathe®we have no choice biotdrop our assedin t hat God nmever chal
basically told that we indeed have purchased our Heavenly fire insurdiugegp&alvation, and
t h a tre exeeit from expecting discipline and punishment when we freely rebekapdds
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againstour b r d . snbtlr@tndéwhere in the Old or New Testaments is that said, and such

|l icense to sin so | ong as -patdmrthatitbaglesthemeirdl | s s
how such a doctrine was ever form@dn d s terribly dangerous to the spual health of each

Believer and the body of Messiah in general.

The people of Israel during the time of the Judges generally adopted that exact attitude.
Webre the Lordbdbs redeemed people, and have be
neverdo anything bublessHis own people, right? They were about to find out that if God
does Gatd mi ni st er Hissotjruly bdyAnd as we hagemall [ebenéd, the Lord is so
perfectly holy that He will destroy the entire Universe and everythmritgto protect that
holiness; such is His unmatched divine purity and righteousness and the demands that He places
upon all who freely choose to call upon His saving name.

Now the angel oADONAIc ame up from Gil gal to Bokhim
brought you umut of Egypt, led you to the land | swore to your fathers and said,
ol  wi |l never br e gd,fomyour pad,\are noato rhakenanyt h  y o u ;
covenant with the inhabitants of this land but must tear down their altars.’
However, you have paid no atition to what | aid. What is this you have done
This is why | also said, o1 wildl not drive
your flanks, and their gods will become a
When the angel ocADONAIspoke these words to all the peopldspé’el,
they began crying and wailing at the top of their voiGesthey called the name
of that place Bokhim (crying) and sacrificed therdONAIS Judges 2:b

Thes ebo much here (even though it -might not
changg t s o we 0r easguh timg astt takes thig chapter. Be aware that you
may be surprised at how personal and meddling the words of this chapter mighalbeffas

Right out of the chute we geftbheHdbrewissor ds, n
At he mal agchh @afn d¥disWidsabefdre,malachd o e snead &ngel it means
messenger . | t 6 s o0 ntsftaken loaeanthat the messeng@mananga,ant e x t s
spirit being.

Interestingly in many places in the Biblwhere we run across this term, Jewish scholars
and rabbis insist that this is actuallp@manme s s en g er , saeingrefemned to.tAndt hat 6
thaté@dne way around a problem that Christianit:
angel of tle Lord ®he problem is what or who is the angel (th&ach) of the Lord? Here in
Judges 2:1 many of the greatest Hebrew sages say that this is simply a human prophet who has
journeyed from Gilgal to deliver a message from God. They assume this becauséspirit
being, thersomeone elsehash e spi rit bei ng s p edakAindgthefn tthhag o
case t msdard ta deny that the spiritbeingisidt i f yi ng hi mesnetl f as God.
something that Judaism accounts for. However @dommon for a prophet to speak the actual
words from God, | i ke r e athedfigrenae ipthatthe aropped s peec
awayspr ef aces those words with some Awmdmcerft aiinl
t h snotGhe case here.

Christianity on the other hand has adoptesl ¢tbncept of the Trinity whexgod can
manifest HimselasGod in as many akreeways.Sot o have a spirit being
Lordo and yet not necess astllléayesiboether cthcecast thef i ed a

16



Holy Spirit and the Son (Yeshua). With this doctrine of the Trinity the only argument becomes,
which of the Trinityisthe angel of the Lordlad t he usualstleenwer i s t hat
| must tell you that even if we have a nice seleatibthreedifferent square pegs in the
Trinity, webre still trying to pound them int
that while in the era of Yeshua we indeed saw recorded primarily the workings of the Father, the
Holy Spirit, andth&son ( al | wh o makepticaldhatehese & e thiely possiblé
manifestations of YHWH t h a t limiesl éo shose alone, making thogeeeHis total and
complete essenées n 6t somet hi ng t h asndthingsnpturallytleatsgys appar e
that God ighreein-oneandonlythreein-one. Ther e ds stmbntoneéthae ki nah t h.
doesndét fit the dtelsrcea e p tsah®dngdodfthadard/thatpfesentdr o s e
yet another variation, and we even have a physical ajpetiitat appeared to Abraham and
spoke and ate with him, another that physically wrestled with Jacob, and there are some other
possi bil iti erallanssome enyslerioasnvalys dttécleey © God and said to be God.
Wherever you may fall ithisd e bat e, i n satterly nodaubt ¢hat théangele 6
of the Lord is a spirit being and not a man by the straightforward context. | think in the long run
webre better off to accept that the angel of
satisfied to leave it there rather than attempting to rationalize it with any doctrine, Jewish or
Christian. When it comes to the spirit world we are so limited in our insight, ability to
comprehend, and to find words that are necessarily of this physdal tw describe and
illustrate the spiritual.
This angel of the Lord then proceeddatk to the people of Israel at a place identified as

Bokhim; we donét know where this place is and
title. It simply meas, weepers (as in people crying). Andimawcp |l e of verses webol
because weeping was |Israel 6s collective react

Verse 1 bursts forth with addinéeverrealaNMy mo me n
coverant with youdo What did God just say? He saidver, never, nevewill | break the
covenant that | have established with you, Israeld He d saofif you break the covenant then |
will break the covenariHed i dsayodthat under the right circumstasdHe will break the
covenant. Compare this to Matthew 513"

Don't think that | have come to abolish the Torah or the Prophets. | have
come not to abolish but to complete. Yes indeed! | tell you that until heaven and
earth pass away, not so much asid gr a stroke will pass from the Toraiot
until everythirg that must happen has happedelllatthew 5:1718

So, God says He o nbdebk the covenant, and later Yeshua sayw ldenbdetk the
covenant. The angel of the Lord brings the good news to ibi@edespite the difficulties and
chastisement from God that may be coming their way, Israel (and no one else present or future
for that matter) istd nt e r p s abdout taviappendo Israel as the Lord making a decision to
break the covenants He haadeforeverwith Israel. While herghe direct reference is actually
to the Covenant of Moses, it inherently also includes the Covenant of Abraham because the
Covenant of Moses is based on the Covenant of Abraham.

This should come as no surprise that@ g6ars later the Wfd of the Lord, Yeshua, as
H esdiving His famous oracle on a hilltop overlooking the Sea of Galilee also tells all who were
present and listening (and who will ever listen), that despite what may be abroimgget
interpret it to man that the Lord has made a decision to break the covenants He has made with
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Israel. And then He specifically refers to the Covenant of Moses (the Law, the Torah) and then

the Prophets (meaningth@dtof Hi s pr omi ses wi | | hgathpng that ) . Il sn
the vast majority of the body of Messiah today still insists that breaking the covenants is exactly

what the Lord did!? We can twist a phrase any way we like; but abolishing, ending, revoking,
replacing are all | adng canother way of saying

As | said atthe outsetf t hi s csh aspot emmu,c ht hheerreed; so | et 0s
into some kind of format exactly what it is that the angel of the Lord told Israel and the rationale
behind it.

First the Lord reminds Israel just what Hesltine for them. He has rescued them from
Egypt, and then brought them to the land He promised Abraham so long ago. He has fought
ahead of Israel and won, and now Israel can be at rest in their own land. Yatrthegt 6 t
complete rest because theey dfnwdltl y f ol |l ow Goddés commands to r
Still the Lord says, despite this disobediete &at going to break the covenant He made with
Israel (implying that Israel certainly deserves the covenant to be revoked, but because of His own
holy nature Hav o ndd that). Now they can walk away from the covenant, dissociate
themselves from the covenant community and natrfolert he covenant communi t
but the covenant remains intact.

Secondw e orenmended that the Covenant of Missis a conditional covenaithe
condition is that Israel must be faithful and obedient to YHWH if they can expect to have
fruitfulness and rest in Canaan, or even to remain there. That faithfulness and obedience was
generally wr app e dnduthmat ISrael make B0 cdvenants §psacedtreaties and
political agreements) with the Canaanites, and that Israel should destroy all the pagan idols and
places of worship that dotted the land.

Next, the Lord points His heavenfingerat Israel and say,y ou haven@t done
other wordsYHWH accuses the Hebrews of blatantly not doing the very things He said were
mandatory and would have dire consequences if Idraed aioéy .t

After the accusation (and the convictioh¢ tFather issues His judgntenn t hem: Al w
not drive out (t heWh&easwhamloshua was alidebdvenitead thg o u
battles and ensuregdh e v i ct or i e s packing awayrhed Issaal is on thtie dvn. The
result of this says God, is that the enemy sidly rooted in the land and become a snare and a
thorn for you.Ouch!

| srael 6s response to this startling oracle
began wailing loudly at what they had done and what it would mean foptkes&nt and future
T h & why the place was given the name of Bokhim, the place of weepers.

When Y'hoshua had sent the people away, the people of Isra'el had gone each
one to his assigned property in order to take possession of th& tenpeople
servedADONAIthroughait Y'hoshua's life and throughout the lives of all the
older men who outlived Y'hoshua and who had seen all the great work of
ADONAIwhich he had done for Isra'el.
When Y'hoshua the son of Nun, the servarARDONA, died, he was 110
years oldand they bued him near the boundary of his property in Tininat
Her es, in the hills of Efrayi m, north of M
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When that entire generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another
generation arose that knew neitd&?ONAInor the work he had done fordgel
0 Judges 2:40

From verses 610 we essentiallijavea repeat of Joshua 24. The editor of this book of
Judges was obviously making the direct link between the time of Joshua and thelJudges.
explained that after the covenanteamal ceremony éhechem whereveryoneagreed to
continue tdollow the Mosaic Covenant, Joshua dismissed the people to go home to what was
now their own land, given as a gift from YHWH.t séated that Yehoshua and his staff were
able and obedient followers of the LdBd.SoJoshua lived to the ripe old age of 110 years and
was given the privilege of being buried on his own property, in the Promised Land, in close
proximity to his ancestors.

Let me take a momentary detour. Verse 9 has a small (and | think quitstingpre
oddity that |1 think provides an opportune ins
before: ancient copyist errors in the Bible. Look at wheneeihtionsthe place that Joshua
owned as his personal land holding and wageduln every ve s i 0 nve investigated ittssays
that the place was call@dmnathHeres But now look at Joshua 19:5Dhe Jerusalem Bible
says:

According to ADONAI's order they gave him the city he had asked for,
TimnatSerachn the hills of Efrayim; so he liti up the city and lived in i
Joshua 19:50

Notice that in Judgeis t calledTimnathHeresand in Joshud@imnathSerach Two
di fferent names, but actwually theyodére not. Mo
should say Timnthi Cheres(witha fA ¢ h 0 nTheé namenin Jadges )s the result of a minor
copyist error many centuries ago that has been perpetuated. It has resulted in all sorts of
inventive ways to find a meaning for the waifteres | n t h e naesoctl word{ bthitedrl € 6
tdlyouwhatt her eds been no | @unlentofvaricipneeaningsénbi on and
different tharthe way the word Shaddai was treated for centuries). Basically the problem is that
the consonants that form t he pswateland doméhawgbt of t
reversed. In HebreyBerachis B =t sameckreyshchet H em=<lietreyshsamech
exactly reversed. The Hebrew alphabet essentiatye $havéviowels, so one simply has to
infer how to proounce a Hebrewavr d b e swerities enly vith 6onsonants and no vowels.
Remember that in ancient times every scroll haaetoand written. So copyist errors of
spd | i ng wer e f aremusualy easy tospotrand mosh lawe deen corrected over the
centuriesn the Hebrew Bibles, but the English versions have been very slow to follow since
almost all are based on Greek and Latin texts, some of which accounted for copyist errors and
othersd i d Wéllf back to what we were doing.

Thesdfirst 5verses enavith  a  p h ve hearel sownanty times up to this point when
i twditten that the entire generation (#¥8gener ati on of the Exodus) #
ancestors Blere we have that phrase that described how it wagvkatthe Hebrew people
lookedon death; it was with a foundation of Ancestor Worship in mind. They would go to their
graves and some essence of them would commune in some unknown way with their ancestors.
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Of course this was only possible (in their minds) because those ancestors {neaifdyriarchs)

were buried in the same place (Canaan) and not separated by spiritual/territorial boundaries.
Wedbre told that a new generation arose aft

knowthework Head done on | sreléesmllytalkinglabout the plssingWieoily

onegeneration after Joshua di€hd! In only a couple of decades the mixing with the

Canaanites had so perverted the Israelites th
but they knew almost nothirapoutYehoveh. To say that thelyi dkmavtaboutwhat God had
done for them doesndét mean they were ignorant

irrelevant to their lives and they had no gratitude to those who came before them and fought to
give them thdife they now took for granted. Syncretism had made the God of Israel barely a

second thought for them. :
Whoever lives past today and comes honmmes

Every tlm? we have safely will rouse himself every year on this [i
Vet erands Day| d®, show N RegiBdohik stard dnd tel

Day and | see those proud embellished storigs of all t_heir great feats of#
and wrinkled men (and how | b, These sores e wl s s sor
very few of them there are | shall be remembered.
remaining), handing out »
poppies or flag pins in malls agx:g'i‘,mz??\'jesé%ar
or on street corners, some 0 - -
them wearing parts of their weltorn uniforms or perhaps servicegs
medals from WWII, | get concerned. | watch as younger men aji
women pass them by without a glance; a generation of people M
haveno idea what war really is, or what sacrifice really is. Peoplé
who have no concept (or interest) that millions gave their lives fof
the good and free life they now live. | listen to them as they = "7
naively pontificate about hothis time in our modern and pgressive era, unlike all the other
times in historythist i me i nstead of fighting wars weoll b
enemies (who swear to destroy us) and with th
Thistime if we appease ém just a little bit more, if we can just understand their side of it better,
t heyol | be satisfied and not bother us any mo
| cringe as | listen tdleet the Pressand the Presidential debates, and hear the men who
want to lead us tell us that the ant state of mankind is now unlike any other and because men
are so inherently good and our knowledgygo great weancome together in world peace if we
determine together to do so. That all men just want the same things, and thataoyaheas
evil (even a vicious Muslim leader who opeplyoclaimshis desire to lay Israel waste, to rule
the world and Kill all who resist the will of his god Allah) is an unintelligent, hateful and
counterproductive thingp o d o . B e ¢ a usse arradarttsata be thd ohe whonttinksd
he can identify the line between evil and good?
This prevalent and popular mindset has developed a mere 60 years after 100 million
people died either as victims or from fighting to save the world from the greatest evil we have
known up to this point in mankindds short hist
justmeaningless history relevant only for old people and recorded in dusty history books. So it
ought to be awfully easy for those of us who are Baby Booesgacially to identify with what
is being described in treecond chapter of Judges whier@a remarkably short timéhe
conquest of Canaan and the God who freed Israel from Egypt have become old news to the very
people who benefited the most.

C———
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Then the pople of Isra'el did what was evil from ADONAI' s perspective and
ser ved t Theyabaaddred AD@NAI the God of their fathers, who had
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, selected from the
gods of the peoples around thesnd worshipped them; this made ADONAI
angryThey abandoned ADONAI and served Baodal :

The anger of ADONAI blazed against Isra’'el; and he handed them over to
pillagers, who plundered them, and to their enemies around them; so that they
could no longer resist their enemi&ghenever they launched an attack, the power
of ADONAI was against them, so that things turned out hajligt as ADONAI
had said would happen and had sworn to them. They were in dire distress.

But then ADONAI raised upudges, who rescued them from the power of
those who were plundering theinJudges 2:1116

Verse 12 is one of the saddest in the Book of Judges, maybe the whold Béble.
Jerusalme Biblguts it this way

They abandoned ADONALI, the God of their fatherBpvinad brought them
out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, selected from the gods of the
peoples around them, and worstedghem; this made ADONAI angéy Judges
2:12

T h esne ldiding the truth; by worshipping other godad$has abandon&HWH. As
w ell&ee in coming chapters, Israkli dthirkk they had abandoned YHWH. Most still held a
place in their worship of the divine for Him, however small it might have been. Most indeed
wor shi pped some combi nat Sothey waulflingishaad ilBisttha | s and
theyh a d abantoned Him. But their and our standard of what abandonment amountsit@does
matter;i ttbhse Lor ddés standard that He dwidindédsutese as ¢
up. | wonder if we measure up? Idg/ou this would get personal and draw precise parallels to
the modern church age.

The gods who surrounded Israel went by many names, most only bg
the same name translated into the
godo was | erm mearng thegods ofdhke vatious tribes and natio
who lived within the rough borders of the former land of Gana. Baba
Hadad in Syri@go the north. Dagon was Philistine for El in the south and weSj.s
Astarte was Sidonion (the residents of Sigdfwr
- Ashtoreth in the northeast. Eostre was Argaxon for Ashtoreth, and
},L Easter was English for Ashtoreth. Mot was the Assyrian god of th
. underworld, and Yam equal to Neptune the god of the Sea. On
<5 e andon it went, but all of these names of the gods were of the " ‘
",,‘same Mystery Babylon pantheon o gods th

.;-..*c.tq
What was Yehovehodés reaction? He became ang
were mae literalthanwhatwe typically think. In those days, and still in many cultures, a god
image would be held and carried by priests or servants or maybe a king who served that god and
a procession of followers and worshippers would march in processiordbelA parade of
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sorts was held to honor that god as they took his imageftom his or her temple. So when the
Bible talks aboufollowing other gods, it brought\eery vivid and real picture,, 44 to the minds

of those who wrote and read thesgses in earlier timeslaybea more
modern illustration is of an evil Pied Piper who enchants all those who pay
attentionto him and leads them (much to their surprise) off a cliff and intqj
destruction

-

Int hi s ¢ hapt ¢he begimidg othe tereble unexgpectedly
guick slide of Israel from their golden age o
leadership) into rebellion and idolatéye just sawthat the Lord God accused Israel of gross
disobedience and that in the lighteMerything He had done for them.

| want you to keep something in mind as geedeeper in thistudy of Judges andkeep
on reminding yourself: Israel was an already redeemed people. The folks that were behaving in
such wicked ways that God had no choice buesxtw e r eagans but fully redeemed
| sraelites, Godowercphredtphe pwbopl 2prdbhesdedo to
actually werenoét ; weteredeemsckatametimeuat paoeh @&t wbonsi
redeemed angnore However their alvation history was in grave danger of being reversed.

What the Lord was about to do with Israeh s anddt of His disavowing them; it was an act of
Israel stepping away frorklim. The things He would do to Israel reflect a continuing love and
concern 6r His setapart people in hopes that harsh punishments and severe divine discipline
would drive them back to safety and rest in Him.

Other than for purely historicale asons, why rmbapgeningerespak e what
personally? Bcause this has a diraxnnection to the church age. This GQwihciple of the
Lord attempting to keep His people firmly in the Kingdbmven when our behavior warrants
expulsio® is ongoing. Within this principle is aldmwthe Lord reacts to our continued sinning
and tries talraw us back from the brink usually by means of punishments and disciplinary
actions. Howevei f our determi nati on i s sdgigienbenadudhat even
pain to convince us of our foolishness, and we essentially or emphatically reibomdbeen
He will open His hand and release us back to our former unredeeme@staita frightening
thought!)

We also see that the evil inclination that all men are
born with remains active even after redempiamhich is
why Yeshua had to come to dieate that evil nature in us
Redemption alone is not enoudglve need regeneration, a
new creation, an eradication of our-siature, and a new

ingi ur 'bodi es.

creation of Gododos | tobire i n |
del usions that entrap ofs; as dbr&el os del
their evil inclinations that caused them to h

Asherah and at the same time insists they were devoted to Yehoveh. We looksdittant
observers and think, O0what partibipate o b festivial todau mmi e s
pagan god one moment and then turn right around and claim piousness and holiness in the name

of the God of Israel? How could those ungrateful sti#k c k ed Hebr ews take el el
worship and then incorporate them ithe pure ways set down at Mt. Sinai and think God

would find them acceptabl e?d6 Church, we do it
Halloween parties in the name of providing a safe and godly place for their children to do what

theys h o ut dodmitlie first place? How intertwined are the two most important gentile
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Christian created holy days of Easter and Christmas with pagan symbols, drunken parties,
excessive selfratification, and secularism? But we have ready andnebtarsed excusasd
rationalizations that we honestly believe exempt us from responsibility or consequences.
Right now weare reliving the era of the Judgesly this time with a Christian theme. |
pray for the day that all of us will finally hear the Lord saying ttheswords He said to Israel in
verse2i...you have paid no attention to what | sai
L et éread park of chapter 2.

When that entire generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another
generation arose that kneweitherADONAInor the work he had done for Isra'el.
Then the people of Isra’el did what was evil frABMONALI s perspective and
servedthd adal i m

They abandoneADONA the God of their fathers, who had brought them
out of the land of Egypt, and folled other gods, selected from the gods of the
peoples around them, and worshipped them; this ABd@NAlangry.They
abandonedDONAland ser vedoBa o é Budges2dd3 h e

He r ere wtwduced to what will become an endless cycle of
delusional apostasy by Israel, oppression from an enemy as
punishment, realization of their sin and subsequent repentance,
and tren eventual deliverance. | sdglusionalapostasy
because | think the meaning of apostasy (from a Biblical
perspective) is different than the common dictionary meaning.
We b st er 6 apostaayyesandtoh aatbandon oneds faith
| dondt agree with that. And the reason | don
the modernsense or us t he ,weansltp fiabandon
denounce or copletely and knowingly give something up
in its entirety. | f we abandon a sinking ship
ship as entirely a lost cause in exchange for something else. If an
unwed mother drops off her infant at the door of a church or orphanage ala@@oning it and
will (generally) have no further relationshiporont act wi t hsnotiweatweseei | d. T
Isr a e | doi ng i snoflusudlly what,we sea rthppenma@ ihNigev Testamenivhen
a Believer is accused of apostizing.
| thinki tbeterforusifwesee it from Yehovehdés perspecti
perspective that matters. For Hjmbandonmore means to breakitia It usually means that
w evé chosemotto entirely fall away or renounce Him, bhasteadto mix our dewtion to Him
with devotion to something else. Or it has a sense of intellectually hanging on ta Hirnile
behaviorally following the path of evil.
The Lord created marriage to give us a visible, tangible, physical way of practicing and
acting out tle kind of relationship (with all of its benefits, obligations, and challenges) that He
has with His followers. He sees Israel (and all of His Believers) in the context of a wife to Him,
and He wants us to see Him in the context of a husband &mudena spouse is unfaithful in a
marriage t said even in our secular courts of civil law that the marriage has been legally
abandoned. Even if the coupilea s sefatated; even if the unfaithful spodse dhai in his
or her mind to legally terminate timearriage or marry another, the level of unfaithfulness
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