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PROLOGUE  
  

 

s we study and read the Bible, we will find it is full of history, theological advice, and 

vision for the future. Inside we find poetry, allegories and parables. In addition, you 

cannot miss the fact that interlaced with very literal language, is highly symbolic 

imagery.  

The Psalms and the Prophets make use of this symbolic language, while some entire 

books are symbolic, such as the Song of Solomon and Revelation. In fact, you cannot understand 

either of those books without first deciphering their symbolic meaning.  

Of course, you cannot bring up the topic of symbolic language, without also bringing up 

the old debate about literal versus symbolic interpretations. The truth is, all Bible interpreters, by 

necessity, are on some points literalists and on other points symbolists.  

For example, Revelations 13:1 speaks of a beast ñhaving ten horns and seven heads, and 

on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.ò As interesting as it 

is, we should not take it as literal. Again, we should not take literally Revelations 17:4-6, where 

we see a woman clothed in purple and scarlet actually drinking the blood of the saints. It also 

says she has a name inscribed on her head, ña mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots 

and of the Abominations of the Earth.ò What of the ñwoman clothed with the sun and the moon 

under her feetò with a dragon desiring to destroy her child as soon as it is born (Revelations 

12:1-4). Are we to take this literally? Think of it, who actually expects to see a woman wearing 

the sun without burning completely up? There is no way to understand these passages without 

first assigning some literal meaning to each symbolic figure.  

Jesus promised to make the overcomer a ñpillar in the temple of Godò (Revelations 3:12). 

Are we to understand that our destiny for eternity is to be a literal pillar of stone or other fabric in 

some ethereal church building in the sky? Of course not. Jesus also said he is standing and 

knocking at a door, seeking admittance. Are we supposed to search for a literal door to open to 

allow Jesus entrance into our life?  

In the 23
rd 

Psalm, it says the Lord will lead us into green pastures. I donôt know about 

you, but I am not looking forward to eating grass like a sheep. The Psalmist wrote, ñMy tongue is 

the pen of a ready writerò (Psalm 45:1). Am I to expect my tongue to become a literal pen? 

Consider the gates in Psalm 24:9 that have heads on them, or the mourning of David when he 

exclaims concerning the Lordôs dealings with him ñThine arrows have sunk deep into meò 

(Psalm 38:2). Are we to believe that sometime in our Christian life we can expect to become a 

human pincushion while God shoots literal arrows into our hearts? What about the four living 

creatures that Ezekiel saw in his vision that were full of eyes having the face of a lion, bull, man, 

and eagle with lightning flashing in their midst (Ezekiel 1:4-24). Are we supposed to interpret 

these literally or view these symbols as illustrations of a spiritual lesson?  

Now, consider the passages from the Song of Solomon giving Solomonôs description of 

his bride. Solomon says, ñyour neck is like the tower of David built with rows of stones, on which 

are hung a thousand shields, all the round shields of the mighty menò (Song 4:4). Are we 

actually to believe that God wants us to think that a woman with a neck like this is beautiful, or 

is this merely figurative language meant to communicate some great truth to our heart? Of 

course, it is the latter.  

If the writers use symbolic and figurative language in order to teach a spiritual lesson, 

then there must be a way for us to understand them. Rather than speculate and bestow arbitrary 

A 
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meanings to these symbolic figures, we should go to the Bible itself to discover what these 

figures represent. Once you begin a quest to understand the rich heritage of biblical images, you 

will notice that the Bible is truly a dictionary defining and interpreting itself.  

In his book, Paradise Restored, David Chilton wrote,  

 

ñThe Bible is not structured in a flat, this-means-that style. Instead, it is 

meant to be read visually. We are to see the images rise before us in succession, 

layer upon layer, allowing them to evoke a response in our minds and hearts. The 

prophets, for example, did not write in order to create stimulating intellectual 

exercise. They wrote to teach. They wrote in visual, dramatic symbols; and if we 

would fully understand their message, we must appreciate their vocabulary. We 

must read the Bible visually. The visual symbols themselves, and what the Bible 

says about them, are important aspects of what God wants us to learn; otherwise 

he wouldn't have spoken that way.ò  

 

When we are reading the Bible and find a symbolic or figurative expression, we will see 

that symbol. At the same time, we should think of the biblical associations for that symbol.  

For example, take the passage from the Song of Solomon that I quoted above that 

compares his brideôs neck to the ñtower of David built with rows of stones, on which are hung a 

thousand shields . . . of the mighty men.ò This passage is rich with biblical imagery and evokes 

many biblical associations. Look at the Bibleôs own structure, and then find what arises from the 

text itself. Before we begin, we need to consider a few things. For instance, why is space given to 

describing someone's neck? Why is the neck described like that? Then, what is the significance 

of the word neck in Scripture to merit such a description? In addition, what are some of the 

biblical associations with the word neck that come up as we think of the teaching of the entire 

biblical revelation?  

Okay, first it would be helpful to use a Bible concordance to find the passages that 

mention the neck.  

Here are a few:  

 

1 God continually spoke of Israel as a rebellious stiff-necked people who 

were continually provoking him in the wilderness journey. They doubted 

his power and his love and resisted the leadership of his Spirit. They 

resisted him for the entire journeyðeven after they entered the Promised 

Land. Because of their stubbornness, they were sent into captivity. Even 

then, their resistance continued. In the book of Acts, Stephen, while 

relating Israel's history, told the Jews that they were stiff-necked and 

ñuncircumcised in heart and ears always resisting the Holy Spiritò (Look 

at these scriptures: Exodus 32:9; 33:3,5; 34:9; Deuteronomy 9:6,13; 31:27; 

II Kings 17:14; Jeremiah 7:26; Acts 7:51).  

 

2 Throughout the entire biblical revelation from Exodus to the book of Acts, 

the word neck is used in relationship to manôs free will. In these passages, 

you find neck used with the word stiff and indicates man setting his will 

against Godôs will.  
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3 Proverbs exhorts us to ñbind Godôs commandments around our neck.ò ñIf 

we hear our fatherôs instruction and do not forsake our motherôs 

teachingò it is to be ñan ornament about our neck.ò We are to bind 

kindness and truth around our neck. These verses all refer to a teachable 

spirit and a submissive will. (Look at these scriptures: Proverbs 1:9; 3:3, 

22; 6:21).  

 

4 Finally, God said there would be punishment for any nation who would 

not ñput its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon.ò Again, the 

reference is to the submission of the will (Jeremiah 27:8).  

 

As we read these passages, as well as others, a pattern begins to arise before us. The neck 

seems to have something to do with the will . The imagery and word pictures should begin to 

bring an understanding in our minds. The word neck is a type of what David Chilton calls a 

buzzword and is supposed to cause all of the biblical examples to come rushing into our mind.  

Chilton explains,  

 

ñThe Bible uses many of these óbuzz-words,ô and increases the number of 

them as it goes on; until, by the time we get to Revelation (the capstone of biblical 

prophecy), they all come rushing toward us at once, in a blizzard of associative 

references, some of which are obvious, some obscure.ò  

 

Regarding the neck of the bride that Solomon is describing, it appears he is praising his 

bride for her beauty. The bride, referring to the Bride of Christ in its symbolic context, is not 

being rebuked for having a stiff and rebellious neck, but rather praised for her beautiful neck. In 

other words, she has a teachable, submissive, and obedient nature and that her will is totally 

yielded to the Lordship of Jesus.  

The imagery continues comparing the neck to the ñtower of David built with rows of 

stones.ò Just the mere mention of David in a passage that speaks of love and praise, should 

immediately bring to our minds what God said about David: ñI have found David, the son of 

Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My willò (I Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22).  

Here are a few biblical associations with the word tower:  

 

1 The first tower mentioned in the Bible was the tower of Babel, 

which the sons of Noah built in rebellion against Godôs command 

to go forth and fill the earth. They wanted to stay in one place, so 

the children of Noah began to build a tower of refuge that would 

reach up into heaven. God did not approve of their actions, so he 

confused their languages and scattered them. (Genesis 11:1-9)  

 

2 In other texts, King Asa built towers to fortify Judah and King 

Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at various gates in the wall to 

fortify Israel against enemy attack. It was the custom of the 

watchmen to stand in these towers to listen and watch for enemy 

and to guard the city. These towers were built when both men were 

walking in fear and obedience to the Lord, and he prospered their 
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undertakings. (I Kings 15:23; II Chronicles 26:9, 10, 15; II Kings 

9:17).  

 

3 David spoke of the Lord as being a refuge and a ñtower of strength 

against the enemyò (Psalm 61:3). Solomon proclaimed ñHe is a 

tower of deliverance to His kingò (II Samuel 22:51).  

 

4 ñThe name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it 

and is safeò (Proverbs 18:10).  

 

5 When Israel was about to go into Babylonian captivity, Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel prophesied the destruction of Israel, and specifically 

the towers of the cities (Jeremiah 31:38; Ezekiel 26:4). Besides 

signifying the literal destruction of the fortifications of Godôs 

people, it also showed that God would no longer be the strength, 

refuge and protection of a rebellious people.  

 

6 When Nehemiah and the Jews returned from Babylonian exile, the 

first thing they did, under the direction of Godôs Spirit, was to 

rebuild the walls and towers. Then the protection and care of the 

Lord to his exiled people returned (Nehemiah 3:1, 25-27).  

 

7 The records of the prophets end with this promise: ñAnd as for you, 

tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you will comeð

even the former dominion will come, the kingdom of the daughter 

of Jerusalemò (Micah 4:8). This scripture is a capstone in 

understanding what the meaning is concerning the brideôs neck  

 

The tower represents the strength, protection and refuge of God. Just from this imagery, 

we learn that when we are totally yielded to God, we will know his strength, protection and 

refuge. The promise extended to one who is ñas the tower of the flockò is a promise of dominion. 

Only those whose will is totally surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus, have the supernatural 

strength it takes to rise up, fulfill the dominion mandate, and help bring Godôs kingdom on earth 

as it is in heaven. It is to those totally yielded and obedient to God that dominion will come.  

The specific tower in our Song of Solomon passage is said to be a storehouse for shields, 

the defensive weapons of Davidôs mighty men. Here are a few of the biblical associations to the 

word shield and Davidôs mighty men: (It would take forever to list all the references, so I will 

only list those verses that are essential to understand the meaning as it relates to this passage).  

 

1 One of the first associations that should rush into the minds of the 

Christian when the word shield is used is the passage from 

Ephesians concerning the weapons of our spiritual warfare. The 

shield specifically is said to be the ñshield of faith with which we 

are able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil oneò 

(Ephesians 6:16).  
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2 The mighty men of David are described as ñmighty men of valor, 

men trained for war, who could handle shield and spear, and 

whose faces were like the faces of lions, and they were as swift as 

the gazelles on the mountains . . . he who was least was equal to a 

hundred and the greatest to a thousandò (I Chronicles 12:8, 14) 

 

3 A description of the feats of the mighty men of God is given by 

Paul as those who ñby faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts 

of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 

quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 

weakness were made strong, became mighty men in war, put 

foreign armies to flightò (Hebrews 11:33-34).  

 

Everything about these biblical associations points to conquering, aggressive faith. Those 

whose hearts are completely His; God is able to make them more than conquerors.  

 

The tower in this passage is described as being set with rows of stones. Here are a few 

biblical associations to stones:  

 

1 Speaking of the fallen Adam, Ezekiel records, ñYou were in Eden, 

the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering . . .ò 

(Ezekiel 28:13). It was in Eden where God first communed with 

man that these precious stones first appear. The abundance of these 

stones speaks of Godôs blessing.  

 

2 When God instituted the priesthood of ancient Israel, he ordered 

the High Priest to wear a breastplate with twelve stones set in rows 

on which were to be engraved the names of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. The High Priest, being a symbol of a man fully restored to 

fellowship with God, was to wear this breastplate as he ministered 

to the Lord. They called these the Stones of Memorial. The High 

Priest wore these stones, with the name of each tribe engraved on 

it, as a remembrance of their restoration to a place of fellowship 

with God (Exodus 25:7; 28:9-12, 15-21, 29).  

 

4 In the prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah and his 

blessings of salvation, the prophets used the image of stones: 

"Behold, I will set your stones in antimony, and your foundations I 

will lay in sapphires. Moreover, I will make your battlements of 

rubies, and your gates of crystal, and your entire wall of precious 

stones" (Isaiah 54:11-12).  

 

5 The city of God, which is said to be the ñNew Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for 

her husband,ò is described as a dazzling, brilliant display of 

precious stones (Revelation 21). There is no light apart from the 
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light of God, showing that those of the Bride Company are 

completely illuminated and led by the Spirit of God. ñNothing 

unclean and no one who practices lying or abominations shall be 

there . . . [thus signifying that] without holiness no man shall see 

the Lordò (Revelation 21).  

 

The biblical associations to these rows of precious stones speaks to us of man restored to 

the fellowship and beauty that was lost in the fall of Adam, the gift and workmanship of Jesus, 

the second Adam.  

We should begin to see the spiritual lessons we can discover within the imagery of the 

Bible. Paul taught,  

 

ñWe speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God 

predestined before the ages to our glory . . . Things which eye has not seen and 

ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has 

prepared for those who love Him. For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; 

for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God . . . Even so the thoughts 

of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things 

freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by 

human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts 

with spiritual wordsò (I Corinthians 2:7,9-13).  

 

As we study the Song of Solomon, and seek to compare spiritual thoughts with spiritual 

words as we try to find the patterns, associations and symbols presented in this great allegory, we 

should pray for enlightenment from the Spirit of God.  

As we delve into the biblical images presented in this Song, we should keep in mind three 

principles for understanding biblical imagery recommended by David Chilton:  

 

Read visually: try to picture what the Bible is saying. 

  

Read Biblically: do not speculate or become abstract, but pay close attention 

to what the Bible itself says about its own symbols.  

 

Read the Story: try to think how each element in the Bible contributes to its 

message of salvation as a whole.  

 

One more thought regarding this study. When I tell people I had been working on this 

study since the summer of 1985, they are shocked and imagine that I have worked on this non-

stop for almost 20 years. Nothing could be further from the truth! I worked on it a little hereð

then a little there. There were often monthsðeven yearsðbetween writings. Frankly, I found it 

is very easy to discern spiritual truths quickly, but then we have to be careful that the light does 

not outrun our experience. In other words, I might gain light on something but had the 

opportunity to walk it outðto collaborate the truth I had found. I could see it, but couldnôt relate 

at all it what I just discovered.  



xiv 

 

There were many times when I had to put the study aside because it so overwhelmed me. 

Other times, I set it aside because it had no meaning to me. These studies will not meet the needs 

of anyone who wants directions as to how to apply the ten-commandments or the twelfth chapter 

of Romans. The only thing I ask is that you put the study aside if it contains no personal message 

to you.  

Also, donôt even attempt to read this as a novelðstraight through in one sitting. Each 

chapterðeach narrative will require some prayer and spiritual preparationðpreparation that can 

only come in time and through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
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PREFACE 
 

He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me: 

and My Father shall love him who loves me, and I will love him, 

and will disclose (and reveal) Myself to him. 

John 14:21 

 

You are my friends, if you do what I command you. 

John 15:14 

 

ithin the Song of Solomon lies the heartbeat of Jesus. He shows his desire to make 

Himself known to those who love him and obey him, the ones he calls his friends. 

Jesus is looking for anyone in whom he can share his heart, his purpose, and his 

plans. His heart burns with desire for those he can bring into a mature relationship and those who 

will share his life, his power, and his throne. In other words, he is looking for a Brideðthose 

who will become one in spirit with him. He is not looking for someone who is concerned with 

his own life and blessing, or even for someone who is determined to do great things for God.  

No, He is looking for those who desire to enter intimate union with him. This was Godôs 

thought in originally creating Adam, giving him dominion over all the works of Godôs hands. 

Through sin, Adam lost this place of fellowship. Today, Jesus is seeking those who would desire 

to re-enter all that Adam had only just begun to experience.  

 

ñBefore the Lord God made man upon the earth, He first prepared for him by 

creating a world full of useful and pleasant things for his sustenance and delight . . 

. In the deep heart of man was a shrine where none but God was worthy to come. 

Within him was God; without, a thousand gifts which God had showered upon 

him.ò --A. W. Tozer, In The Pursuit of God  

 

The Lord will not cast His pearls before swine or give what is holy to the dogs, the truths 

of God are very precious and holy pearls. They are thoughts and wisdom that come from the very 

depths of his being. These things he gives only as he knows that the one who is seeking is a 

trusted friend and companion.  

The Lord must be convinced of our diligence in seeking him. As in the natural, a man 

will share and reveal his most intimate thoughts with only someone he is convinced loves him; 

so it with God. When he finds an earnest and diligent seeker, he will reveal to him his secrets, 

make known to him his covenant, and with him, he will share his life. The Shulamite maiden of 

the Song of Solomon represents for us this kind of lover of Jesus.  

Along with many Christian interpreters since the early centuries of the Christian church, I 

take the Song of Solomon to be a love song representing the love between Jesus and his Bride, 

the Church (see Song of Solomon in The New Bible Dictionary, Eerdmans, 1962, p. 1205). You 

can look at this song as an allegory. It is written in figurative and symbolic language, and goes 

beyond the plain sense of the biblical text.  

An allegory is a story in which people, things and events have a hidden or symbolic 

meaning. For example, look at the allegory of Sarah and Hagar in Galatians 4:21-31. In this 

story, Sarah represents the new covenant and Hagar the old covenant. Paul gives a spiritual 

meaning and application to persons and events of a story in Genesis.  

W  
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 ñTell me, you who are bent on being under the Law, will you listen to what 

the Law really says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 

bondmaid and one by the free woman. But whereas the child of the slave woman 

was born according to the flesh and had an ordinary birth, the son of the free 

woman was born in fulfillment of the promise.  

Now all this is an allegory; these two women represent two covenants. One 

covenant originated from Mount Sinai where the Law was given and bears 

children destined for slavery; this is Hagar.  

Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and she corresponds to and 

belongs in the same category with the present Jerusalem, for she is in bondage 

together with her children.  

But the Jerusalem above the Messianic kingdom of Christ is free, and she is 

our mother. For it is written in the Scriptures, ñRejoice, O barren woman, who has 

not given birth to children; break forth into a joyful shout, you who are not feeling 

birth pangs, for the desolate woman has many more children than she who has a 

husband.ò  

But we, brethren, are children not by physical descent, as was Ishmael, but 

like Isaac, born in virtue of promise.  

Yet just as at that time the child of ordinary birth born according to the flesh 

despised and persecuted him who was born remarkably according to the promise 

and the working of the Holy Spirit, so it is now also.  

But what does the Scripture say? Cast out and send away the slave woman 

and her son, for never shall the son of the slave woman be heir and share the 

inheritance with the son of the free woman.  

So, brethren, we who are born again, are not children of a slave woman in the 

natural, but of the free woman in the supernatural.ò ðGalatians 4:21-31  

 

Some of Jesusô parables are allegorical. Take for instance, Jesusô explanation of the 

parable of the weeds and wheat found in Matthew 13:24-30. The one who sows the good news is 

the Son of Man. The field is the world. The good seed represents the sons of the kingdom. The 

weeds represent the sons of the evil one. The enemy is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age 

and the reapers are the angels (Matthew 13:37-43).  

Over the centuries, various methods of interpretation of the Song of Solomon have been 

suggested. Personally, I believe the Song is of most benefit to us if we see in it a beautiful and 

poetic illustration of the deep and abiding love that exists between Christ (the King) and his true 

Church (the maiden), whose heart is set on him.  

The Song of Solomon, Godôs greatest and most intimate allegory, paints a word picture 

for us of the desire and love between Jesus and his Bride that is vivid and glorious. It extends far 

beyond mere words. We find hidden in this story, beautiful word pictures that portray with great 

meaning and deep feeling, words that otherwise seem dry and uninteresting, the understanding of 

which is sometimes hard to grasp.  

As we dig deep into Godôs Word, mining for the silver, gold and precious stones found 

there, we will be able to understand life from Godôs point of view through the renewing of our 

minds. As we discover the precious promises of God's Word, we can become more and more like 
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the Lord Jesus in our attitudes and lifestyle. We can escape the corruption that is in the world 

through lust, while being changed into his likeness from glory to glory.  

 

And all of us, as with unveiled face, Because we continued to behold in the 

Word of God as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being 

transfigured into His very image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree 

of glory to another; For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. ðII 

Corinthians 3:18 Amplified Version  

 

Along with the Bible, God has inspired many men to compile reference books and 

resource books that are classics, enhancing and shedding light on the Word of God. I would like 

to give reference to those books that I used as resources for putting these studies together. I 

recommend these books for the library of any serious student of God's Word.  

 

Å Youngôs Analytical Concordance of the Bible, United Society for Christian Literature  

Å Ungerôs Bible Dictionary, Moody Press  

Å The New Bible Dictionary, Eerdmanôs  

Å The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 volumes, Zondervan  

Å Preaching from the Types and Metaphors of the Bible, by Keach, Kregal Publications  

Å Numbers in Scripture, by Bullinger, Kregal Publications  

Å Manners and Customs of the Bible, by Freeman, Logos  

Å Methodical Bible Study, by Robert Traina, from Traina at Asbury Seminary in 

Wilmore, Kentucky.  

 

I would also like to give reference to the writings of Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis, Watchman 

Nee and Bob and Rose Weiner, A. R Fausset, Robert Jamieson and David Brown for their 

inspiring work done on the Song of Solomon.  

One more thought regarding this study. When I tell people I had been working on this 

study since the summer of 1985, they are shocked and imagine that I have worked on this non-

stop for so many years. Nothing could be further from the truth! I worked on it a little hereðthen 

a little there. There were often monthsðeven yearsðbetween writings. Frankly, I often found 

that my discoveries far out-distanced my experiences. In other words, I might gain light on 

something but had no life-experiences to collaborate the truth. I could see it, but couldnôt relate 

at all to what I just discovered.  

There were many times when I had to put the study aside because it so overwhelmed me. 

Other times, I set it aside because it had no meaning for me. Please realize that these studies will 

not meet the needs of anyone who wants directions as to how to apply the ten-commandments or 

the twelfth chapter of Romans. These studies are for the heartðfor a heart that wants a living, 

real, authentic relationship with Jesus, Himself. The only thing I ask is that you put the study 

aside if it contains no personal message to you. Pick it up later and see if new light comes to you, 

as it did for me. When the Lord felt I was ready to grasp a new lesson, he opened my heart to 

receive it.  

You will also notice that I have included outlines for each section followed by a 

narrative. Hopefully you will find this helpful, but if it is distracting, just read one or the other.  

In the first chapter of the Letter to the church in Ephesus is my prayer for you during your 

search. I pray that the Lord will grant to you ña spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
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knowledge of him, that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is 

the hope of his calling, what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what 

is the surpassing greatness of his power toward us who believeò ðEphesians 1:17-19a.  

May God by his grace draw you in ever-increasing pursuit and desire of that One whose: 

ñ. . . goings forth are from long ago from the days of eternity.ò ðMicah 5:2b  

I will use the words of A. W. Tozer to explain my intent with this study:  

 

ñSound Bible exposition is an imperative must in the Church of the living 

God! Without it no church can be a New Testament church in any strict meaning 

of that term. But exposition may be carried on in such way as to leave the hearers 

devoid of any true spiritual nourishment whatever. For it is not mere words that 

nourish the soul, but God Himself, and unless and until the hearers find God in 

personal experience, they are not the better for having heard the truth. The Bible 

is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying 

knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His 

Presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the 

core and center of their hearts. This book is a modest attempt to aid Godôs hungry 

children so to find Him.  

ñNothing here is new except in the sense that it is a discovery which my own 

heart has made of spiritual realities most delightful and wonderful to me. Other 

before me have gone much farther into these holy mysteries than I have done, but 

if my fire is not large it is yet real, and there may be those who can light their 

candle at its flame.ò ðA. W. Tozer, In The Pursuit of God 
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INTRODUCTION 

A Song of LoveɂA Song of Desire 
 

 

he Song of Solomon typifies the love song between the Messiah and his Bride. The very 

first verse refers to it as the Song of Songs. It is the Song of songs in the same way that the 

most holy place in the tabernacle is the Holy of holies, or that Jesus is the King of kings 

and the Lord of lordsðit is the best of its kind.  

When you compare it to the book that precedes it, Ecclesiastes, you see that Ecclesiastes 

is an exposition of the Vanity of vanities. The writer of Ecclesiastes shows us a life spent 

pursuing all things under the sunðthe wrong things in the wrong way. In the Song of Solomon, 

we find the pursuit of only one thing: a relationship with the King, which after its final 

consummation shows us that knowledge alone cannot bring satisfaction. The Song speaks of rest 

from wandering and tells us that man can reach satisfaction only through love.  

The Song of Songs presents the King as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ in all the 

triumphant life of his resurrection and ascension. The Shulamite maiden is a type of the believer 

who longs for a fuller experience of Jesus. The maidenôs experience represents that of the 

individual believer.  

The heartbeat of the book speaks of spiritual communion. It is a book for the heart. The 

Song deals with the path of the believer who is actively pursuing the Lord. It addresses those 

who desire and long for a fuller experience of Christ. The King speaks of the Shulamite maiden 

who represents this type of believer as the choicest of all lovers:  

 

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and maidens (virgins) without 

number; But my dove, my perfect one, is unique; She is her motherôs only 

daughter; She is the pure child of the one who bore her.  

The maidens (daughters) saw her and called her blessed, the queens and the 

concubines also, and they praised her. ðSong of Solomon 6:8-9  

 

This is what Jesus desires for his Bride, his dove. As his beloved ones, this should 

encourage us to keep ourselves pure for him. God is always ready to pour out his grace and 

accomplish all kinds of work in those called by his name. Unfortunately, those who allow that 

grace to work to its full end are few. The choice is yours.  

 

The Spirit and the bride say, óCome!ô 

And let him who is listening say, óCome!ô 

And let every one come who is thirsty 

(who is painfully conscious of his need 

of those things by which the soul is 

refreshed, supported, and strengthened); 

And whoever (earnestly) desires to do it, 

Let him come and take and appropriate 

(drink) the water of Life without cost. 

ðRevelation 22:17 Amplified Version 

T 
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Lift up your heads, O gates, 

And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

That the King of Glory may come in! 

Who is the King of Glory? 

The Lord of Hosts, 

He is the King of Glory! 

ðPsalm 24:9-10 
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PREMATURE LOVE 
 

 Stage of Love How We See Ourselves How Jesus Sees Us 

Premature Love (1:1-2-7) ñDark but lovely (1-5) ñFairest among Womenò (1:8, 15)  

  (Stained with sin) (He sees our potential)  

   

 Revelation of the Man (Jesus)  
 In a word: More Detail:   
 Blesser      He is seen as the King who provides for, 

  sustains and loves us 1:4; 2:3-5) 

 

The song starts off with an expression of fervent but immature love from the believer to 

the King. This love is not looked down upon, but is seen to be the foundation to the rest of the 

Song. This could be seen as the ófirst loveô referred to in Rev 2:4.  

Many Christians either lose this first love after their initial lovesick experience of first 

becoming a Christian and falling in love with Jesus. Jesus is drawing us back to this fervent love 

by showing us how much He loves us!  

It is interesting to note that in this stage there is little movement out of the believerôs 

immediate dwellings. Only in the next stage does it become apparent that the Lord wants us to 

break out of our old security. The importance of this stage is that a correct foundation in intimacy 

will lead to a breaking out of false securities, and a freeing into His purposes!  

In the real-life experience, this first stage also shows a husband and wife what sort of 

love they should be expressing to one another - many married couples also have left their ófirst 

Loveô. This foundation should have been laid in the early part of the engagement (Betrothal) that 

this stage represents.  

This stage shows us key principles in our love relationship (with Spouse and with Jesus) 

as to how we can maintain a fervent love.  

In the first four verses of this stage of spiritual growth, the maiden lays out the goal and 

theme of her life on earth. She desires an intimate relationship with him whose love is better to 

her than the best wine of the world. From verse five to the end of the song we can trace her 

unbroken journey in that progression of passion for her beloved.  

We should make this our lifeôs goal - intimacy with Jesus!  
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Covering Song 1:1  

THE SONG OF SONGS 

Outline Covering Song 1: 1 
 

 

Solomonôs Song of Songs:  

Beloved:  Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouthðfor your love is 

more delightful than wine (Song 1:1)  

 

1.  This is the Song of songs, as being the finest and most precious of 

its kind, the noblest song (Song 1:1).  

 

2. This song finds an echo in every bridal soul.  

 

3. It is a new song sung to Christ. Sung by the 144,000. ñNo man 

could learn the songò except those who have been ñpurchased out 

of the worldò (Revelation 14:3)  

 

4. Those undefiled by women can learn this song, ñfor they are pure 

as virgins. These are they who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 

These are they who have been ransomedðpurchased, redeemedð

from among men as the first-fruits for God and the Lamb. No lie 

was found to be upon their lips, for they are blamelessðspotless, 

untainted, without blemishðbefore the throne of Godò (Revelation 

14:1-5)  

 

Note: 144,000 is a symbolic number. It most likely symbolizes the Bride, 

the Church as the new Israel (see Revelation 7:3-8).  

 

5. The Song of Solomon represents a love song of those who desire a 

total transformation by the Lord. ñHe raises up the poor out of the 

dust, and lifts up the needy from the ash heap, To make them sit 

with the noble, and inherit the throne of glory . . .ò (I Samuel 2:8 

Amplified Version)  

 

Note:  The message is hidden in language that can only be revealed by the 

teachings of the Holy Spirit.  

 

6  It illustrates how the heavenly Bridegroom draws the one for 

whom he died. He leads him from one degree of union to another. 

He draws him with the cords of his love to lay aside himself and 

his own life. The Lord causes the believer to experience one life 

with him ñwho was declared to be the Son of God with power . . . 

by the resurrection from the deadò (Romans 1:4)  
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7  The cry of the Bride is that the King kisses her with the kisses of 

his mouthða desire for personal affection from the Lord. (Song 

1:2)  

 

Note:  This cry marks the starting point of real spiritual progress. It is an 

inward spiritual longing for the Lord Himself. If there is no 

dissatisfaction with the ordinary, and if this pursuit for loveôs full 

end is not burning in the spirit of the believer, then he will never 

experience the kind of intimate fellowship Jesus wants for him. If 

there is no hunger and thirst in the heart, then you will not 

understand what the Spirit of God means by this song.  

 

8.  If this longing is lacking, we should pray that the Father would 

give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. 

Pray that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened to know the 

hope of his calling. Pray to know the riches of the glory of his 

inheritance in the saints. Pray to know the surpassing greatness of 

his power toward us who believe (Ephesians. 1:5-23).  

 

Note: The Bridegroom refers to the maiden as his friend, his companion. 

Later he describes her as the ñfairest among womenò and calls her 

his dove because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in herðbut she 

is not yet his bride. This is the earliest stage of the surrendered life. 

Friendship with Christ means obedience to his will and loyalty to 

his interestsðan intercourse very precious indeed, but far removed 

from the union he desires. ñYou are my friends if you do . . .ò ñI 

have called you friends, for every thing I heard from my father I 

have made known to you.ò These words describe a stage of 

fellowship beyond that of a servant, but far short of that of a bride.  

 

9.  The maiden sees Godôs love as being better than wine (Song 1:2)  

 

Note:  The love of Jesus is better than the sweetest and most excellent 

product that this world can achieve. The things under the sun, 

which men value most, offer no comparison to his love.  

 

10.  She is already ña purchased oneò; she has heard the Savior say, 

ñYou are mine,ò and she has answered, ñI am yours.ò She has 

found peace through the blood of the cross. She may have been at 

this point for years, without knowing anything of her redeemer 

also being the ñBridegroom of her soul.ò However, the heavenly 

vision has come! Some how, somewhere, by the grace of God, she 

has seen the revelation of a life of union with Christ.  
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Covering Song 1:1  

THE SONG OF SONGS 
 

You are my friends,  

if you do the things which I command you. 

ðJohn 15:14 

 

 

Beloved:  Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouthðfor your love is 

more delightful than wine (Song 1:1)  

 

 

.W. Tozer once wrote, ñThirsty hearts are those whose longings have been wakened by 

the touch of God within them.ò And I realized that at some point in our spiritual lives, we 

may reach a period where nothing satisfies any more. After we have heard all the tapes; 

read all the books; attended all the conferences we could possibly stomach, we realize that none 

of it satisfies the hunger deep inside.  

As if you suddenly wake up and realize you know all about the word of God, all about 

the church, you are an expert counselor, yet, feel as though you do not know Jesus! It almost 

feels as though he has deserted you. Sure, you know His word says He will never leave nor 

forsake you, but you sense a hunger within the depths of your soul for more of Him. It feels as 

though you spent all those years playing some kind of a religious game and the whole time have 

missed Jesus.  

Yes, you know all about a personal relationship with Jesus, you have even told everyone 

else about their need to know Jesus in a personal way. However, some how, for whatever reason, 

you are afraid you do not have one yourself.  

The truth is that you do and it has grown and matured. You have experienced his 

presence, and have matured in your relationship with the Lord, but for some unknown reason . . . 

it seems dry, senseless, and empty.  

Your life is still in the hands of your loving God, but he has begun the process of a new 

work in your relationship. He is drawing you out of yourself into his glorious presence. It is a 

new relationship that, if you cooperate with his Spirit, will rise to a new resurrection of life.  

I sometimes thought I was alone in this pursuit. Then I read the words from John 

Eldridge in his book, Sacred Romance:  

 

ñSome years into our spiritual journey, after the waves of anticipation that 

mark the beginning of any pilgrimage have begun to ebb into lifeôs middle years 

of service and busyness, a voice speaks to us in the midst of all we are doing. 

There is something missing in all of this, it suggests. There is something more.  

ñWe sense a passion deep within that threatens a total disregard for the 

program we are living; it feels reckless, wild. Unsettled, we turn and walk quickly 

away, like a woman who feels more than she wants to when her eyes meet those 

of a man not her husband.ò  

A 
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The Cry after God  
Out of your desperation, one of two things may happen: First, you may abandon your 

faith because you have misinterpreted this time of dryness as proof of your foolish faith. This is 

sad, but I have seen it happen. Their love is re-coverable but the journey home can be difficult to 

endure.  

In our modern, pragmatic world we fail to recognize the One who is calling to our heart. 

Maybe we have become frustrated by our heartôs continuing sabotage of a dutiful Christian life. 

Some of us silence  

Or, rather than desert your faith completely, you suddenly find yourself crying out, just 

like the maiden in the Song of Solomon, for the most intimate experience possible: ñLet him kiss 

me with the kisses of his mouthò (Song 1:2). This is not a kiss on the neck or on the forehead like 

the father gave to the prodigal son. Nor on the cheek like Judas Iscariot gave Jesus. It is not even 

a kiss on the feet like that of Mary. No, this is a cry for an expression of the most intimate and 

personal love possible.  

As we continue in our study, the beautiful Shulamite Maiden will play out this searching 

and longing for us. All her experiences to this point are no longer enough. She is driven to an 

ardent pursuit to experience the reality of Jesus Himself. She yearns for his kisses, which would 

also show his own ardent and personal love for her.  

I have no idea how long you can go before this hunger begins to consume you. I know 

many who have never caught on after many years. They know nothing of their Redeemer as the 

Bridegroom of their hearts.  

The words of A. W. Tozer encourages us when he says,  

 

ñWithin the fold of conservative Christianity, there are those increasing 

numbers of persons whose religious lives are marked by a growing hunger after 

God Himself. They are eager for spiritual realities and will not be put off with 

mere words, nor will they be content with correct óinterpretationsô of truth. They 

are athirst for God, and they will not be satisfied till they have drunk deep at the 

fountain of Living Water.  

ñOur problem is that we let everyone else do our seeking for us. All of our 

evangelistic endeavors are made to center on the initial act of óacceptingô Christ 

and we are not expected to crave anything more. We become caught up in the 

coils of a spurious logic that insists that once you find God you don't need to seek 

Him any more.ò  

ðA. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God  

Admitting our need   
Tozer joyfully acknowledges that some have caught hold of this vision,  

 

ñPraise God there are the ómaidens,ô those who will never be content with 

that shallow logic. They can certainly accept the force of the argument, but Jesus 

said, óCome to me and you will never thirst again.ô This truth has been lost in 

many of our religious lives, but still, something drives the ómaidensô away with 

tears to hunt for some lonely place and pray óOh God, show me your Glory!ô They 

want to taste, to touch with their own hearts, to see with their own eyes the 

ówonder that is God.ôò  
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When the young prophet Samuel heard the voice of God calling to him, he had the sense 

to look to his mentor, Eli, to tell him how to respond. Even with that, it took them three times to 

realize it was God calling. Rather than ignoring the voice, Samuel finally listened.  

The maidenôs prayer ñLet Him kiss me . . .ò is the cry of the bride-spirit, drawn out by 

God himself, ñfor those God foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 

Son . . . for he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 

sight. In loveò (Romans 8:29; Ephesians 1:4).  

This cry of the maiden marks the beginning of the true spiritual life that Christ wants to 

draw us into. It is an inward longing for the Lord himself. It is an end to our attempts at playing 

church and a drive to find the real thing.  

 

After this maiden accepts this call and pursues the Lord with intense fervor, he says, 

ñthere are sixty queens, and eighty concubines, and virgins without number; but my dove, my 

undefiled and perfect one, stands alone above them all.ò  

There are all kinds of believers with varying degrees of relationships with the Lord. 

Unfortunately, most have not developed any intimate fellowship with him. However, the ñDove,ò 

the ñundefiled one,ò the Shulamite maiden in this story, represents those who have cast aside 

anything that would hinder them. They began to seek the Lord, not because he can prosper them, 

or do any miraculous things, nor because he has defeated the enemy, but simply because of an 

appreciation and love for who he is as a person and a desire is to satisfy the Lordôs heart.  

In John Whiteôs book The Race, he puts it so clearly:  

 

ñOur quest must be the quest of a suitor, a suitor too blinded by beauty to 

descend to calculating self-interest; too intoxicated with love to care about the 

cost or the consequences of his suit . . .  

ñIt must be the love of Mary, sitting at Jesusô feet, enchanted by his words 

and grace, but deaf and blind to the frustration and fuss of her resentful sister 

(Luke 10:38-42). An enchantment of that sort will not be broken, nor its pleasures 

denied . . .  

ñIt is time we threw spiritual pragmatism out of the window. We come 

habitually to God carrying shopping baskets and armed with a checklist of needed 

purchases, when all the time he wants to put his arms around us and draw us to 

himself. We know no other way. Custom and tradition have drilled us in the art of 

celestial bargain hunting. It is time we forgot about our spiritual performance and 

our spiritual needs and gave ourselves up to passion.ò  

Searching our hearts   
I realize many may complain and say, in essence, ñBeautiful Nickolas, I wish I felt that 

way. But itôs not in me; I donôt love God like that. So what can I do? Does that mean Iôm left 

out? How can I love when my heart is cold, when all I experience is the nagging guilt of 

knowing my love is a sorry thing not worth offering? Isnôt it hypocritical to force love? To go 

through the motions of an unreal love?ò  

My answer to this complaint is quite simply that I donôt know. This holy pursuit, this 

hungering after the reality of Jesus, is something He draws out of usðin His time. Although, 

maybe the problem isnôt so much that your love is absent, but rather suppressed. Itôs possible it is 

simply lying dormant beneath the weight of unbelief and discouragement?  
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Unrequited love is painful. So rather than being tortured, we bury our love where it will 

never disturb us by its insatiable demands. We do love. We long to experience everything that 

we were created and redeemed for; but we suppress those longings, dam them up and silence 

them because we are afraid its pain will be unsupportable.  

Michael Cardôs song, In Stillness and Simplicity, encourages us to sit quietly before the 

Lord and listen for his voice. One line asks the piercing question; ñIs the reason we're not still, to 

hear you speak, because we donôt believe you will?ò  

Loves is a hunger, and contrary to what many struggling dieters believe, hunger can be 

suppressed. If you were to ask me during a fast if I was hungry, I would probably say ñNo.ò  

Then again, if you put a delicious meal in front of me and as soon as it assails my senses I 

will say, ñMy, maybe I am hungry.ò  

So it is with our love for the Lord. It lies deep within many of our hearts like a coiled 

spring, inactive but straining for release. It is a potential volcano, a dangerous thing that we are 

afraid to set free because we do not want to cope with a raging fire. (ñWhat will my family and 

friends think?ò ñI don't want them to say Iôm a fanatic!ò ñI have a reputation to uphold, I donôt 

want people to think Iôm some religious kook or something?ò) Yet, that is exactly what the Lord 

is calling us to live out. As John White encourages, we are to ñgive ourselves up to passion.ò  

Counting the Cost  
As you will see as this story unfolds, the cost is high! Such a pursuit demands denial of 

many desires, and causes the misjudgment of many people, even brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

Nevertheless, just like Young Christian from John Bunyanôs tale of The Pilgrims Progress, we 

must put our fingers in our ears, and run on crying ñLife! Life! Eternal Life!ò  

Jim Elliot stated a profound truth when he said, ñHe is no fool who gives up what he can 

not keep, to gain what he can not lose.ò  

Psalm 63:8 says ñMy soul follows hard after you; your right hand upholds me . . .ò That 

sounds contradictory to me. How can you be following or as another translation says, Pursuing 

ardently, at the same time he is upholding? What a strange paradox that is.  

Then I realized that I was not pursuing in order to find him, but rather, pursuing in order 

to know him. Tozer taught that ñto have found God and still pursue him is the soulôs paradox of 

love, scorned indeed by the too-easily-satisfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by 

the children of the burning heart . . .ò  

Tozer went on to encourage us to:  

 

ñCome near to the holy men and women of the past and you will soon feel 

the heat of their desire after God. They mourned for Him, they prayed and 

wrestled and sought for Him day and night, in season and out, and when they had 

found Him, the finding was all the sweeter for the long seeking. Moses used the 

fact that he knew God as an argument for knowing Him better. óNow, therefore, I 

pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I may 

know thee, that I may find grace in thy sightô; and from there he rose to make the 

daring request, óI beseech thee, show me thy glory.ô God was frankly pleased with 

this display of ardor, the next day called Moses into the mount, and there in 

solemn procession made all His glory pass before Him.  

ñDavidôs life was a torrent of spiritual desire, and his psalms ring with the cry 

of the seeker and the glad shout of the finder. Paul confessed the mainspring of 

his life to be his burning desire after Christ. óThat I may know Him,ô was the goal 
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of his heart, and to this, he sacrificed everything. óYea doubtless, and I count all 

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I 

may win Christ.ôò  

 

I desperately want to encourage this mighty longing after God. I want to experience it in 

my own life! The emptiness we may experience in our hearts and the stiff wooden quality of our 

spiritual lives is a result of our lack of Holy desire. Complacency is the death of all spiritual 

growth. Steve Camp says; ñThereôs safety in complacency but Godôs calling us out of our 

comfort zones into a life of complete surrender to the cross. To live dangerously is not to live 

recklessly but righteously and it is because of Godôs radical grace for us that we can risk living a 

life of radical obedience for Him.ò  

I believe that driving desire has to present in our lives or there will be no manifestation of 

Christ. He waits to be wanted. It is too bad that with many of us he waits so long in vain.  

Every age has its own characteristics. Today we are in an age of religious complexity. 

Everybody wants to add to the simplicity of Christ. You can hardly find the simplicity that is 

Christ in the lives of most Christians. Instead, we have programs, methods, tapes, books, 

organizations, and a bunch of nervous activities that take up our time and attention but can never 

satisfy the longings of our hearts. All of these things testify to the fact that we have an imperfect 

knowledge of God, and experience his peace hardly at all.  

If we are going to find God in the midst of all the religious externals, we first have to 

make the decision to find him. ñWhoever would draw near to God must first believe that he 

exists . . .ò Now that sounds simple enough but very few have gone that far. Then we must 

proceed in the way of simplicity. Because after the last seminar and the last tape or book has said 

its final word, there is absolutely nothing we need other than God Himself.  

ñIn the past God spoke in various ways in these last days he has spoken to us by His Sonò 

Or as Michael Card has said, ñHis final Word was Jesus, there was nothing left to say . . .ò  

A. W. Tozer reminds us that when the Lord divided the land of Canaan among the tribes 

of Israel, Levi did not get any land! The Lord simply said to Levi, ñI am your share and your 

inheritance.ò To some, that might sound like a rip off, but ñthe man that has God as his only 

treasure, has everything he could possibly need.ò  

Many ordinary treasures the world has to offer may very well be denied him, or if he is 

allowed to have them, their enjoyment will be so tempered that they will never be necessary to 

his happiness. And if he must see them go, one after the other, he will hardly feel a sense of loss, 

because he has in that one treasure all satisfaction, all pleasure, all delight.  

 

ñO God, I have tasted Thy goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made 

me thirsty for more. I am painfully conscious of my need of further grace. I am 

ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want Thee; I long 

to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still. Show me Thy 

glory, I pray Thee, that so I may know Thee indeed. Begin in mercy a new work 

of love within me. Say to my soul, óRise up, my love, my fair one, and come 

away.ô Then give me grace to rise and follow Thee up from this misty lowland 

where I have wandered so long. In Jesus' Name, Amen.ò ð A. W. Tozer. 
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Covering Song 1:2-5  

THE HEART'S VISION 

Outline Covering Song 1:2-5 
 

 

Beloved:  Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouthðfor your love is 

more delightful than wine. For your ointments have a lovely 

fragrance; your name is as ointment poured out; because of 

this, the virgins love you! Draw me; we will run after you. The 

King has brought me into his chambers.  

Friends:  We rejoice and delight in you; we will remember your love 

more than wine.  

Beloved:  The upright love you! I am black, yet lovely, O daughters of 

Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tent curtains of 

Solomon. (Song 1:2-5)  

 

1 Referring to his character, the maiden says, ñYour ointments have 

a lovely fragrance . . . Your name is like purified oil.ò (Song 1:3)  

 

Note: The virgins love him because of who he is, the sweet oil of his 

graces, and because of his sweet name that is like purified oil that 

is emptied out. (See marginal note in NAS.)  

 

2 The ointment of his name has been poured out. Paul says that 

Christ emptied himself. Humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death. God highly exalted him, and bestowed on him 

the name above every name. At that name every knee shall bow 

and every knee confess that Jesus is Lord. (Philemon 2:6-11) 

  

Note: What was that name? Is it ñJesusò or more accurately, the name 

ñSon.ò  

 

3  The maiden prays for him to draw her after him. (Song 1:4)  

 

4  He draws us with love. He lifts the yoke from us. He feeds us 

(personally) (Hosea 11:4)  

 

Note: It is the revelation of Jesus, given by the Spirit of his own beauty 

and magnificent glory that draws us to himself. Notice the one 

believer drawn to the Lord results in us (many) running after him 

(Song 1:4). Believers that are being drawn to the Lord inspire 

others to press on to know him.  
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5  The Lord answers her prayer by bringing her into his chambers 

(Song 1:4).  

 

6  The maiden recognizes the Lord by calling him King (Song 1:4).  

 

Note:  Before we can know the Lord as the beloved Bridegroom of our 

souls, we must recognize him as the reigning King. Complete 

dedication to his rule and authority always precedes a life of 

intimate love and devotion. This act of bringing the believer into 

his chamber, or secret place, marked the beginning of an intimate 

communion and a special revelation of himself.  

 

7 This verse should cause us to rejoice and be glad. (Song 1:4)  

 

8  We are to love the Lord because of who he is. (Song 1:4)  

 

9  We are to love from a pure heart. A good conscience. A sincere 

faith. (I Timothy 1:5).  

 

Note:  The King brings the maiden into his chambers. This is not a 

banqueting house, but his chambersða secret placeðwhere she 

will be prepared for a fuller knowledge of the Lord.  

 

10  The first revelation the maiden receives is her blackness. (Song 

1:5-6) This blackness was from the heat of the sun (v. 6)  

 

Note:  The Spirit of God will deal deeply with all those believers who 

make the confession of the maiden, ñWe will run after Thee.ò To 

those who utter this cry, he will reveal all that is contrary to the 

mind of God in their hearts and lives.  

 

The maidenôs recognition of her blackness is not an 

acknowledgement of the former sins that have been put away. All 

that was knowingly wrong in her life has already been put away or 

she would never have been able to come to this place of intimate 

fellowship in the Kingôs chambers.  

 

The redeemed oneôs cry, ñI am black,ò is a revelation of the 

blackness of the unrenewed mindðthe mind that has been 

corrupted for so long by Satan. It is a revelation of soul-power, of 

everything that is a product of the soul-life. It is a revelation of the 

unsubmitted soul of man: mind, intellect, emotions and will, all of 

which must be brought under the control of the Spirit. Once the 

maiden only thought of the blackness and sin, but now she sees the 

blackness of her unrenewed soul.  
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11  The heart of the believer cries out ñI retract, and repent in dust and 

ashes.ò ñWoe is me; I'm a man of unclean lips.ò (Job 42:5-6; Isaiah 

6:5).  

 

Note:  When this self -abhorrence is real and deep, the soul has no 

hesitation in acknowledging it. Many desire the self-life dealt with 

in secret, and are not willing to be as honest before others as they 

are before God. This pride must be broken before deliverance 

comes. Even our spiritually religious appearances must be 

surrendered so that we may be brought into a life of transparent 

reality before both God and man.  

 

12  Not only does the maiden realize her blackness. She also realizes 

her loveliness. (Song 1:5)  

 

13  Compare to Paulôs comments. ñI have suffered the loss of all 

things in order to gain Christ. I may be found in Him, not by my 

righteousness but His through faith.ò (Philemon 3:8-9)  

 

14  The maiden describes herself as being like the tents of Kedar and 

the curtains of Solomon (Song 1:5).  

 

Note:  Kedar means dark room or chamber. In the same manner, the 

moon illustrates the church in that it has no light of its own, but 

reflects light from the sun. Believers reflect the light of Jesus.  

 

15  The curtains of Solomon were made of fine linen. Fine linen 

represents the righteous acts of the saints. (Revelations 19:8) (The 

tents of Kedar and the curtains of Solomon are a Hebrew 

parallelism).  

 

16  Remember we are made righteous by our faith. (Romans 4:3-5)  

 

Note:  We see that the righteous acts of the saints are faith actsð

believing God and acting on the truth of his Word. We can now see 

that the maiden, though dark in her soul life and in need of a 

renewed mind, believes God and that is accounted to her as 

righteousness.  

 

17  Because of this revelation of blackness, the maiden looks at those 

around her and cries, ñDo not stare at me for the sun has burned 

meò (Song 1:6).  

 

Note:  The discipline of the Lord has withered the maidenôs flesh and 

made the life of the flesh to be of no account to her. God is spoken 

of in Scripture as being a sun, a consuming fire. He has scorched 
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her with his terrible holiness and caused her to be black. Praise and 

esteem becomes painful to the maiden because knows what she is 

within herself. She feels that she has been laid bare to every human 

as well as to the eye of God. Any desire within her to be admired 

or honored passes away. She only craves a deeper abasement so 

that her Lord alone may be seen. (Watchman Nee, Song of Songs 

[Fort Washington, Pennsylvania: Christian Literature Crusade, 

1966], p. 23; Jessie Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones [Fort 

Washington, Pennsylvania: Christian Literature Crusade, 1899], 

pp. 15-16)  

 

18  Jesus said that in order to be his disciple, we had to hate our soul 

life. (Luke 14:26). See Acts 20:22-24 as a clue of the meaning of 

what Jesus is saying here.  

 

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not 

knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every 

city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing 

me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 

may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 

meðthe task of testifying to the gospel of grace. ïActs 20:22-24  
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Covering Song 1:2-5  

THE HEART'S VISION 
 

Come to me, all who are burdened . . . and I will refresh you souls 

ðMatthew 11:28 

 

 

Beloved:  Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouthðfor your love is 

more delightful than wine. For your ointments have a lovely 

fragrance; your name is as ointment poured out; because of 

this, the virgins love you! Draw me; we will run after you. The 

King has brought me into his chambers.  

Friends:  We rejoice and delight in you; we will remember your love 

more than wine.  

Beloved:  The upright love you! I am black, yet lovely, O daughters of 

Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tent curtains of 

Solomon. --Song 1:2-5 

 

 

he maiden has known the Fatherôs kiss of reconciliation when she fled to his feet as a 

prodigal child. However, this is more. This is the cry for the most intimate communion 

and fellowship with the father and son that is conceivable. Her heart has been stirred to 

cry out for the ñkisses of His mouth!ò What caused this cry? What did she see in this great king? 

Very simply, that ñHis love is more delightful than wine!ò (Song 1:2). Jesse Penn-Lewis points 

out:  

ñThe soul must always have a heavenly vision to draw it out of itself, and away from the 

things of the earth. The óeyes of the heartô must be illuminated to know the hope of its calling. 

The clearer the vision, the more entire the dependence upon the Holy Spirit for its fulfillment, 

and the more intense the thirst after God.  

ñWe shall prove ourselves to be of little worth of the heavenly calling if we think alone of 

what we ógive up.ô óThy love is betterô exclaims our maiden. We lose only dross when we 

exchange the earthly treasures for the heavenly ones. All that is of earth lasts but for a moment, 

but God satisfies for ever.ò  

The maiden has realized that anything the world has to offer, the success, fame, or as she 

states; the best wine, does not compare with the sweetness of his love.  

She loves him for who he is. Jesus is indeed the Anointed One. The ñfragrance of his 

perfume is pleasingò (1:3). Not only does the Father smell the sweet fragrance of his holy life, 

but the maiden has also sensed the attractive scent. This is not something she has heard about or 

caught a glimpse of, but in some way, far beyond the description of mere words, she has realized 

the value of the sweet fragrance of his ointments.  

At the same time, she has been drawn to him by his name that ñis like perfume poured 

out.ò (Song 1:3). JesusðJehovah the Savior. Emmanuel ðGod with us. The ointment of his 

Name has been poured out. Jesus emptied himself and ñmade himself nothing, taking the very 

nature of a servant and humbled himself and became obedient to death, therefore God exalted 

T 



14 

 

him to the highest place and gave him the Name that is above every nameò (Philemon 2:6-11). 

ñNo wonder the maidens love youò (Song 1:3)!  

The Hearts Decision:  
They have been won by him, and at first, they love him for all the joy he gives them; they 

love the Giver for his gifts. However, the maiden has had a deeper call and cries, ñTake me away 

with you, draw me, we will run after youò (Song 1:4). ñThat I can know him,ò is her cry.  

As we follow on to know the Lord, the virgins will be drawn too. We need to press on to 

full growth in the spiritual life, or we may be standing in the way of others. We unconsciously 

exercise an attractive force towards God if we seek to know him fully, and to walk with him.  

The maiden also realizes that the work is his. He must draw her with his ñcords of human 

kindness, and lift the yoke of bondage from her as he feeds her himselfò (Hosea 11:4). Her part is 

simply in the will; she cannot do anything except abandon herself to his hands, and respond to 

his drawings.  

The King's Chambers  
No sooner has she made her deliberate choice of God alone, that she exclaims, ñThe King 

has brought me into his Chambers!ò (Song 1:4). Notice that it is not into the Banqueting House 

but his chambers. It is here that she will be prepared for the fuller knowledge of her Lord.  

The chambers could be the secret place, as in Psalm 91:1: ñHe who dwells in the secret 

place of the Most High shall remain stable and fixed under the shadow of the Almighty [Whose 

power no foe can withstand]ò Psalm 91:1 Amplified Version. This is the Bride Chamber, a place 

of close intimacy. Being the perfect gentleman that he is, he would certainly never bring her into 

his chambers if he had no intention of a consummation of the relationship. The very act of 

bringing the maiden into his secret place marked the beginning of an intimate communion with 

her and a special revelation of himself to her. She would unquestionably experience a fellowship 

she has never known before and would see things she had never seen before.  

Here we see the revelation of the Holy Spirit as the Comforter. When she received eternal 

life, the Holy Spirit was imparted to her as the guarantee of greater things. All her desires after 

God are the work of the Holy Spirit within her, but she has never recognized him as a Personð

as the One sent by the Father to take the things of Jesus and show them to herðall this time she 

has placed too much importance on her consecration and her faith. Instead, she should have put 

all her energy on him and his in-working. She has never had the comfort of knowing him as 

living inside her as a personal teacher, charged by the Father and the Son to lead her into all the 

fullness of God.  

ñThe King has brought me in . . . we will rejoice . . . we will talk about your loveò (Song 

1:4)! Through this fresh revelation of God to the maiden, the young virgins learn to rejoice in the 

King rather than in his gifts, so that they can also see his glory and talk about him.  

When they got together, they didnôt talk about their Christian work, but, leaving the work 

to the day when it will be tested by fire, they talked about his love. ñThose who feared the Lord 

talked continuously with each other about the Lord, and the Lord listened and heard . . . óThey 

will be mineô says the Lord Almighty, óin the day when I make up my treasured possessionôò 

(Malachi 3:16-18).  

Their conversation became a joyous, spontaneous outgrowth of their walk of integrity 

and righteousness, a conscience void of offence toward God and man.  

ñHow right they are to love youò (Song 1:4)!  
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The Revelations in the King's Chambers  
After she is brought into his chambers, the awesome presence of God quickly reveals 

every thing that is not of him as blackness. ñI am black,ò (Song 1:5) she cries as she is brought to 

the light of God. Not black with deliberate disobedience and sin, because she has already been 

bought and cleansed from the past. In order to have been brought this far into relationship with 

the Lord, she had to have put aside everything that was knowingly wrong in her life.  

The Spirit of God will deal deeply with everyone who makes the confession of the 

maiden that they ñwill run after you.ò He will reveal everything in their heart and life that is 

contrary to the mind of God. If the believer is obedient at every point, then the moment comes 

when the light breaks in and in the Kingôs chambers the redeemed one cries, ñI am black!ò Not, 

as I already said, with the sins that have been put away, but black in herself, in her humanity, in 

all her accursed inheritance from the first Adam. Before, she only thought about the blackness of 

sin. Now she sees that beauty as a creature is corrupted. All of her natural endowments and gifts 

is corruption. She laments, ñI was left alone, gazing at this overwhelming vision; I had no 

strength left, my face turned pale and I was helplessò (Daniel. 10:8). ñMy ears had heard of you 

but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myselfò (Job 42:5-6), ñI am undone, I am 

ruined, I am uncleanò (Isaiah 6:5).  

When this self-abhorrence is real and deep, then you will have no hesitation in 

acknowledging it. Many people want the self-life dealt with in secret and are not willing to be as 

honest before others as they are before God. Some even refuse to be fully open before their God. 

This pride has to be broken before deliverance can come. Even our spiritually religious 

appearances must be surrendered so that we can be brought into a life of transparent reality 

before both God and man.  

My wife has a marvelous gift that allows her to see beyond the words of people she is 

counseling. She is able to see inside the motives and truth in what people say to her. Okay, 

granted, I call it a marvelous giftðbut it can also be very disconcerting when you are the patient 

under the knife of the examðunable to hide from her probing eyes. This is not something she 

does deliberately, or even consciouslyðshe doesnôt even see it as all that ñspecial.ò But the 

insight she has is very amazing and the more marvelous because of her innocence in using the 

gift.  

In realizing the depth of her blackness, she also has a realization of the changes that have 

been done through the righteousness of Christ. This new beauty shows her acceptance in Christ 

and the transforming effect of grace in her life. ñYes, I am black, yet lovely, O daughters of 

Jerusalem. Black in myself as the rough, unsightly tents of Kedarò (Song 1:5). Kedar refers to a 

dark room or chamber, so she is pointing to her dark and un-renewed mind or soul. Paul stated 

that he counted everything in his soul-life as rubbish, and consequently experienced the 

righteousness of God. In the same way, the Church or believer is often referred to in the 

symbolic language of Scripture as the moon. The moon is dark in itself, it has no light of its own, 

but the light it gives off is a reflection of the light from the sun. The sun in scripture represents 

Jesus.  

She proclaims that she is ñdark like the tents of Kedarò yet is as attractive as the beautiful 

curtains of Solomon. Solomonôs curtains were made of fine linen, which refer to the righteous 

acts of the saints (Revelation 19:8). Our maiden has turned to the finished work of her Redeemer, 

knowing that she is accepted in the Beloved, and covered with His beauty in the eyes of a Holy 

God.  
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ñOne with Him, O Lord, There I live, and yet not I; 

Christ it is who there adores Thee; 

Who more dear, or who more nigh? 

All the Fatherôs heart mine ownðMineðand yet His Son's alone.ò 

ðAuthor Unknown. 
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Covering Song 1:6-8 

THE DISCOVERY OF SELF 

Outline Covering Song 1:6-8 
 

 

Beloved:  Do not stare at me because I am black, because I am darkened by 

the sun. My motherôs sons were angry with me and made me take care of the 

vineyards; my own vineyard I have neglected. Tell me, you whom I love, where 

do you feed your flock and where you rest your sheep at midday. For why should 

I be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your companions? 

Lover:  If you do not know, most beautiful among women, go to the 

footsteps of the flock. And feed your young goats beside the tents of the 

shepherds. 

 

1.  The Maiden has been caught up in caring for the vineyard, or working for 

God, and she has neglected her own personal relationship with the Lord (Song 

1:6). Compare this to the story of Mary and Martha: Mary sat at Jesusô feet 

listening to his Word. Martha was distracted with her service (Luke10:38-42) 

Jesus told Martha that only a few things were necessary, really only one. 

 

2.  Jesusô exhorted us to have balance to our lives when he said, ñThese 

things you should have done without neglecting othersò (Matthew 23:23). 

 

3.  ñMy motherôs sonsò refers to those who were born again, but are living 

after the flesh. Carnal Christians that donôt/canôt/wonôt understand this hunger in 

the maidenôs heart (Galatians 4:26-29 

 

4.  Because of the persecution, the maiden cries, ñWhere do you pasture your 

flock, where do you make it lie down at noon?ò (Song 1:7) 

 

Note:  Noon symbolizes the perfect light of day. It is the sun in full 

strength. 

 

5.  The path of the believer is compared to the light of dawn that shines 

brighter and brighter until the full day (Proverbs. 4:18) 

 

6.  As we put away wickedness and trust in the Lord, we can lift up our face 

without moral defect, embarrassment, and guilt. We can be steadfast and not fear . 

. . and our life will be brighter than noonday. The sun refers to the glory and 

presence of God, the brighter the sun shines, the more of the Father we 

experience. 

 

Note:  The maiden is like those who ask the Lord for the pathway to 

spiritual maturity, those who desire the path of rest with God in the fullness of his 
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light and in full fellowship with him. Such do not wish to be a part of companies 

of people who follow men of God (his companions) rather than the Lord Himself. 

This is symbolized by the flocks of his companions. (Watchman Nee, Song of 

Songs, p. 25; Jessie Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones, pp. 16-17). 

 

7.  Each of are called into this fellowship with his Son (I Corinthians 1:9). 

 

8.  The early church was rebuked for following after men (I Corinthians1:12-

13). 

 

9.  In not wanting to be a veiled one, the maidenôs desire should remind us of 

our being unveiled. i.e.: We should not want a hardness of heart or mind, but an 

openness to receive revelation. (II Cor. 3:15-18) 

 

Note:  Wearing a veil was the custom of women during Bible times. Their 

faces could only be seen by their husbands. The maiden desires to have her face 

uncovered that she might look intently into the Bridegroom's face. We as 

believers desire that our hearts might be opened to God so that we might receive 

the revelation of him. 

 

10.  The Bridegroom instructs the maiden to go forth on the trail of the 

flock and to pasture her young goats by the tents of the shepherds (Song 1:8). 

 

Note:  We need to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises. We need to imitate the faith of those who led us and spoke the Word of 

God to us and to follow in Christ's steps (Heb. 6:12; 13:7; I Pet. 2:21). 

 

11.  The shepherds refers to the five-fold ministry: Apostles (special 

messengers), Prophets (inspired preachers and expounders), Evangelist (preachers 

of the Gospel, traveling missionaries), Pastors (shepherds of His flock), and 

Teachers (Eph. 4:11-13). 

 

12.  Goats refer to those for whom we are responsible (Song 1:8). 

 

Note:  In the pursuit of our own spiritual maturity, we must be careful not 

to neglect the younger kids or goats, the less mature ones, for whom we have 

responsibility. Our attention here focuses on service and warns that in seeking for 

Christ in a fuller measure for ourselves, our duty to younger and more immature 

ones must also be carried out. (Watchman Nee, Song of Songs, p. 27) 

 

13  Notice the King addresses the maiden as the most beautiful among 

women (Song 1:8). Recognizing our own lack of self-worth and need for the Lord 

is the first requirement to becoming truly beautiful in the eyes of the King. The 

maiden has begun to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24) and the 

King promises that he will love her and disclose himself to her (John 14:21). 
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Covering Song 1:6-8 

THE DISCOVERY OF SELF 
 

If any man comes to me, and does not hate his own life . . .  

he cannot be my disciple. 

Luke 14:26 

 

 

Beloved:  Do not stare at me because I am black, because I am darkened 

by the sun. My motherôs sons were angry with me and made 

me take care of the vineyards; my own vineyard I have 

neglected. Tell me, you whom I love, where do you feed your 

flock and where you rest your sheep at midday. For why should 

I be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your 

companions? 

Lover:  If you do not know, most beautiful among women, go to the 

footsteps of the flock. And feed your young goats beside the 

tents of the shepherds ðSong 1:6-8 

 

 

lthough the maiden sees that she is black and dark, she also has the hope that God will 

flood her being with his glory. Isaiah prophesied that ñthe moon will shine like the sun, 

and the sunlight will be seven times brighter, like the light of seven full days, when the 

Lord binds up the bruises of his people and heals the wounds he inflictedò (Isaiah 30:26). The 

darkness of the moon, symbolizing the un-renewed mind of the believer, will be totally 

transformed and filled with the light of the sun so that it too appears in the image of the sun 

itself! In fact, it said it would be ñlike the light of seven full days.ò seven of course referring to 

spiritual perfection, so this verse confirms that there will be complete light flooding the Church. 

The New Testament testifies to this same hope. Although, before we can shine like the 

sun, we must first endure many times of testing and trials. We are told by Paul to,  

 

ñfix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy 

set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition so that you 

will not grow weary and lose heart.ò 

 

ñIn your struggle do not lose heart because the Lord disciplines those he 

loves. Endure hardship as discipline; that we may share in his holiness. No 

discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a 

harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.ò 

(Hebrews 12:2-13). ñSo, our present sufferings really are not worth comparing 

with the glory that will be revealed in usò (Romans 8:18). 

 

A 
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All of the trials and persecutions we endure is evidence that Godôs judgment is right. If 

we endure, we will be counted worthy of the Kingdom of God (2 Thessalonians 1:4-5). When we 

complete the race set before us, we will finally hear a loud voice in heaven say: 

 

ñNow has come the salvation and the Power and the kingdom of our God, 

and the authority of His Christ. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and by 

the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink 

from deathò ðRevelations 12:10-11 

 

ñTo him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, 

just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throneò ðRevelations 

3:21 

 

ñThe desert and the dry land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 

blossom . . . they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. 

Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with 

fearful hearts, óBe strong, do not fear; your God will come . . . to save you.ô Then 

will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will 

the lame leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb shout of joy . . . A highway 

will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey 

on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; . . . only the redeemed will walk 

there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them and 

sorrow and sighing will flee awayò ðIsaiah 35:1-10 

Keeping the Vineyards  
Our maiden has been an active worker, a keeper of vineyards (Song 1:6), butðvineyards 

appointed by others. It seems that she has thought more of service than of conformity to the 

image of Christ. Like Martha, she was distracted by all the serving that had to be done (Luke 

10:40), and, in caring for everyone elseôs needs, she failed to sit at his feet to hear his word. She 

was so caught up in the doing of works that she neglected her own personal relationship with the 

Lord. Jesus told Martha that only a few things were necessary, and really only one (Luke 10:41-

42) and that we should do it without neglecting the others (Matthew 23:23). 

Our maiden is now beginning to feel the pain of being misunderstood and misjudged by 

other children of God. ñMy motherôs sons were angry with me . . .ò (Song 1:6). Whoa! They 

thought she was one of the most consecrated workers, and couldnôt understand her bitter self-

condemnation and her cry that she is black. Didnôt she walk in victory? Wasnôt she used by God? 

Then what in the world is this sudden exclamation? But you see, they never knew how she had 

suffered in secret under the increasing conviction of utter failure. They never saw what was 

passing between her and her God. It was true she had laid aside every weight, and had walked in 

victory up to the light she had. Nowðall that she had thought was beautiful, looked black, and 

all of her consecrated activity was nothing but a hideous, loathsome self. 

ñDonôt even look at me,ò she cries, ñbecause the sun has scorched me!ò ñGod is a sun, a 

consuming fireòðHe has scorched me with his terrible holiness. ñWoe is me, for I am undone; I 

have seen the Kingò (Isaiah 6:5). 

The maiden is so conscious of what she is in herself, she feels as if she had been laid bare 

to every human eye, as well as the eyes of God. She cannot stand any praise or esteem from 



21 

 

those around her. Every desire to be looked up to, or honored, is gone. Her only desire is a 

deeper abasement so that her Lord alone may be seen. 

The Maiden's cry to the King  
Our maiden turns away from the misjudgments of other Christians, and the bitter self-

knowledge that has broken in on her, and turns to the Beloved of her heart. He at least will 

understand. He knows how her heart's cry is after Himself, that she has chosen to count 

everything loss for the Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus her Lord. He knows how she 

loathes herself, and how she rests as never before on his righteousness as her only merit before 

the throne of God. He knows, He loves, He cares! She turns to him with the cry of her whole 

being. ñTell me,ò She exclaims, ñtell me, where you rest your sheep at noonò (Song 1:7)? 

Scriptures compares the beginning of our new life in Christ to daybreak; the sun is just 

beginning to shine over the horizon, while high noon refers to our full maturity, free from all the 

fog and shadows. ñThe path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter 

till the full light of dayò (Proverbs 4:18). ñYour life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness 

will become like morningò (Job 11:17). 

Godôs desire is that everyone that is born-from-above would be led on, past the shadows 

into the full light of life in the Holiest of All. Yet, how many of us still live in the twilight and 

never emerge into that rest at noon which pictures the rest in the heart of God, in union with the 

Only Begotten of the Father. 

ñTell me about that noon-time rest,ò she cries. She has finally recognized that what 

Christians need the most is not so much a system of works but that unique place where the Lord 

feeds his flock and makes it to rest. Because of her lack of nourishment, she is looking for a 

place to be fed, and because of her need for rest, she is looking for a place to lie down. 

The maiden is asking the Lord for the pathway to spiritual maturity. Her greatest desire is 

to find the path of rest with God in the fullness of his light and in divine union with his heart. 

ñWhy should I be like someone that is wandering around by the flocks of your 

companions? Going from flock to flock?ò (Song 1:7). These companions are indeed companions 

of the Lord, but the flocks are not the flocks of the Lord. They are rather, the flocks of his 

companionsðpeople who follow men of God rather than being gathered to the Lord Himself. 

The wandering around speaks of a state of being confused or ashamedðwhich will 

happen to anyone traveling in such a crowd. I cannot tell you how many people are shipwrecked 

because their leader has fallen. The hero of their faith is found to have committed adultery, or 

their Pastor has stolen from the church. 

Our maiden is still outside of everything that represents his flock, so she cries 

appealingly, ñWhere, after all, Lord, do you feed your flock and make your flock to restðwhere 

can I find satisfaction? Mick Jaggar always told us that he ócanôt get no satisfactionô but where 

do I find it in you? Right now, I am searching for food and rest for my soul, but I cannot find 

them in the east or in the west. Should I get out Preacher so-and-soôs tapes and listen to them 

again? 

ñSpending all this time merely alongside the flocks of your companions has made me a 

poor wandering soulðridiculed and criticized! They call me a ócruise-amaticô because I keep 

going from church-to-church trying to find peace. All this time, I have been playing a big game, 

and now I need the real thing! Lord! Would you please tell me these things?ò 
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The King's response  
The Shulamite has discovered three things within the inner chamber. First, she is black in 

Adam, her old natural state. Yet, because of her relationship to Christ, she is beautiful. Second, 

due to the Lordôs dealings with her, she realizes the vanity of her former fleshly and external 

works of service. Third, she recognizes her need for spiritual food and rest. It is at this point the 

King responds to her diligent seeking. 

The King addresses her as ñthe most beautiful of womenò (Song 1:8). She is the one of 

greatest attraction to him because of her capacity to appreciate him. However, in a tone that 

almost carries reproach he says to her, ñIf you do not know . . . follow the tracks of the sheepò 

(Song 1:8). The Lord is trying to show her that, in some measure, she is responsible for her 

ignorance. Her directions are written in the Book, but she has been taken off the path by 

attending to the works of others. 

In answer to her desire for instruction, he directs her to continue in the footsteps of the 

flock, to continue her work quietly beside the shepherdôs tents. 

Unfortunately, when other devoted children of God meet people like the maiden, a soul 

hard-pressed in her pursuit of a personal knowledge of him, they apparently do not understand 

her path. They fail to comprehend the heavenly vision that draws her on to obedience to him. 

Maybe they think it is unnecessary. 

I believe this is the reason he gave her these directions. There is a danger she will forsake 

the assembling together (Hebrews10:25) in the shepherdôs tents, or no longer see the necessity of 

continuing to be faithful to whatever service has been committed to her hand. 

It is very important that although the Holy Spirit may be stripping away the works of the 

flesh, or what some call the consecrated self, you must maintain the faithful fulfillment of all 

outward duty, in order to learn acting on principle rather than on pleasant impulse. Do not 

develop an attitude of indifference, the mind-set that says, ñI donôt feel like it . . .ò 

The King said to ñfollow the tracks of the sheep,ò not, ñshut thyself away with the few 

who understand you,ò but go forth in the path of duty, and let the Lord do his work. Let him find 

the time and the way to answer your petition, and then you can know the rest at noon in the heart 

of God. 

Nevertheless, make sure that as you are traveling with the flock, under the leading of the 

Great Shepherd. Do not become more concerned with keeping step with the flock, rather than 

with the Beloved. Because you still need to have your eyes on him alone, and then he will lead 

you on by the right path, to the city of habitation. 

He also instructs her to ñgraze your young lambs by the tents of the shepherdsò (Song 

1:8). This is an expression of apprehension that in her quest for satisfaction and absorption with 

her own needs, she may neglect her duties to younger and more immature believers, and even 

close the door on them. It is even possible that the food and rest she is seeking will come as she 

cares for and feeds the lambs. She will not find it if she neglects that service of love. 

I believe the Lordôs intention is for her to come alongside his true under-shepherds, those 

who shepherd under the Lordôs direction. He desires that she find her place among them. In that 

way, she will provide for those young kids that she is responsible for. 

 

The greatest danger that many run into when they begin to experience this new 

revelation, is that they will feel like ceasing from any active service and works of mercy. 

Unless you have very direct guidance to the contrary, experience says no. The past can be 

dealt with at the place called Calvary and in your dependence on the continual flow of the life of 



23 

 

Christ. By faith in the working of God (Colossians 2:12), you can have the power to carry on 

your service out of obedience and principle, if not with a sense of delight 

No matter how deeply God may be dealing with us, we can always rely on his power to 

fulfill all that lies in the path of duty. To shrink back because we have lost our delight in the 

service would be giving occasion to the flesh and yielding to self-pity. Just because God is 

dealing with us and revealing our true condition, can never be a sufficient reason for refusing to 

help anyone who comes to us in their need. 

Not only that, if we are conscious that we are involved in responsibilities placed on us by 

others, and not by him, we will have to commit each difficulty to him. In his own time and way, 

he will set us free. He may even use our bonds, as the very means for the practical crucifixion of 

our own life and plans. 
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Covering Song 1:9-14  

THE KING'S VOICE  

Outline Covering Song 1:9-14  
 

 

Lover:  O my love, I have compared you to my mares harnessed to one 

of the chariots of Pharaoh. Your cheeks are beautiful with 

ornaments, your neck with chains of beads. We will make you 

ornaments of gold, studded with silver.  

Beloved:  While the King is at his table, my perfume gives its fragrance. 

My love to me is a sachet of myrrh resting between my breasts. 

My lover is to me like a cluster of henna blossoms from the 

vineyards of En Gedi.  

 

At his table, Jesus opens his heart to his redeemed one. The 

Bridegroom has much to say to his own which cannot be said 

at the beginning. He must first say, ñFollow Meò and draw us 

away from other interests before he can tell us of a path that is 

expedient for us that will lead to a fuller knowledge of himself.  

 

1.  The Bridegroom compares the swiftness of the maiden running 

after him to the choicest horse among Pharaohôs chariots (Song 

1:9)  

 

2.  We are to seize the kingdom of God by force, as a precious prize, 

with most ardent zeal and intense exertion (Matthew 11:12 

Amplified Bible)  

 

And from the days of John the Baptist until the 

present time the Kingdom of heaven has endured 

violent assault, and violent men seize it by force (as 

a precious prize)ða share in the heavenly Kingdom 

is sought for with most ardent zeal and intense 

exertion. ðMatthew 11:12 Amplified Version 

 

3.  In Job, there is a picture of an ardent and striving horse. He refers 

to it as a Warhorse, full of the strength of the Lord. It laughs at 

fear. Does not turn back from the sword. Does not stand still at the 

voice of the trumpet. He scents (discerns) the battle and knows the 

war cry. (Job 39:19-25).  

 

Note:  This is intense pressing on to know the Lord and the consequential 

abandonment to the Holy Spirit for his work to be done at any cost. 

Once the will is wholly surrendered to God and the decision made 
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to obey and follow at all costs, the Spirit is able to do his work. It 

is delay and ceaseless controversy of the will against the Spirit that 

grieves and hinders the Lord. As a result, the child of God is 

unable to emerge from the region of strife into deepest rest. (Jessie 

Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones, p. 20).  

 

4.  In his description of the maiden, he refers to the Chariots of 

Pharaoh, and various ornaments and stings of beads. These items 

point to the wealth and power that belong to the soul-life (Song 

1:9-10).  

 

Note:  ñShe is swift in movement and has a good measure of natural 

beauty, talent, and strength. For us the comparison points out that 

in spite of the revelation of the inner chamber and a true quest for a 

spiritual life, one's natural endowments may come into much 

prominence in this pursuit. Many make no progress in spiritual life 

because of the intrusion of natural movements. Only what is 

wrought of God can be reckoned in terms of true value and carry 

us to our goal.ò (Watchman Nee, Song of Songs, p. 29).  

 

5.  The Bridegroom promises to make her ornaments of gold and 

beads of silver.  

 

Note:  The word for ornaments in the original Hebrew means something 

like a crownða gold-braided wreath resembling a crown. The 

promise of the Bridegroom is that he will transform his Bride 

through redemption and crown her with eternal life (Rev. 2:10). 

The working of the gold into ornaments or a braided wreath 

requires much fire as gold is only pliable when melted. Likewise, 

the Bridegroom transforms the carnal nature into that which is 

holy. The surrendered soul, pressing on for the prize of the high 

calling of God, is promised here that the work will be done. 

Christôs Bride shall know life in fellowship with the glorified One; 

in fact, she shall sit down with him in his throne and be a partaker 

of his glory. For those who have a longing heart, God has promised 

to fulfill all their desires. Rest upon his Word! (Jessie Penn-Lewis, 

Thy Hidden Ones, p. 20).  

 

6.  As a child of God seeks after Godôs wisdom and knowledge, we 

are promised that it will come to us and exalt and honor us. 

(Proverbs 4:7-9)  

 

7.  Gold many times has been said to represent the divine life and 

glory of the Lord Jesus, while silver represents redemption. 

(Herbert Lockyer, All the Messianic Prophecies of the Bible, p. 

358). The only way men and women can become partakers of the 
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divine nature is by his precious and magnificent promises (II Peter 

1:3-4).  

 

8.  We are assured from the very mouth of the Lord that he will 

perform his Word (Numbers 23:19).  

 

9.  The maiden's attention is directed to the King at his table (Song 

1:12).  

 

10.  The requirement for communing with the Lord at his banqueting 

table is to first hear his voice and then to open the door to him 

(Revelation 3:20).  

 

11.  At this table we will find bread and a variety of meat (I Kings 

4:22-23).  

 

12.  In order to eat the meat at the Kingôs table we must be accustomed 

to the word of righteousness, not babiesðbut mature. Because of 

practice, our senses are trained to discern good and evil 

(Hebrews.5:13-14).  

 

13.  As she partakes of this spiritual food, as she communes with the 

King, her perfume gives forth its fragrance (Song 1:12).  

 

14.  Consider when Mary anointed Jesus with perfume (John 12:1-3). 

Mary anointed Jesus because of her love, her appreciation and her 

dedication to him. Because of this act of love, the fragrance of the 

perfume filled the room.  

 

15.  The result of feasting on the meat of the Word brings joy, resulting 

in true praise and a life of dedication and love toward the King. 

This type of life gives off a sweet smelling fragrance to God and to 

all those who come near (Jeremiah 15:16)  

 

16.  Jeremiah presents a picture of believers who are giving off this 

type of fragrance as shouting for joy and being radiant as they 

rejoice in the dance. Their life being like a watered garden and 

their soul filled with abundance (Jeremiah. 31:12-14).  

 

17.  As a result of communing at the banqueting table, the beloved has 

become a pouch of myrrh (Song 1:13).  

 

18.  Consider the properties of myrrh, we will discover the new light in 

which the maiden has come to know the King.  

 

 Metaphor Parallel  
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 Myrrh is an embalming spice and was Total death to self (Mark 10:38, 45;    

used in the embalming of Jesus.    Philemon 3:10).   

 

Myrrh has a preserving quality;  He has granted us divine promises, in order 

it keeps things from corrupting,  That by them, we escape the corruption in 

putrefying and rotting.  the world (II Peter 1:4-11).  

 

 Myrrh has a beautifying quality. Washing of the water of the  

 It is good to take away wrinkles Word(Ephesians 5:25-27).  

from the face and make the skin  

Smooth and shining.  

 

Myrrh was the first and principle The yoke will be broken by the anointing  

ingredient of the  Holy anointing (Isaiah 10:27 [Fatness means anointing]  

oil appointed for use in the Isaiah 61:1).  

anointing of Aaron and the Tabernacle. 

 

Myrrh has a healing quality.  The Word brings health (Proverbs 4:20-22).  

 

Myrrh has a perfuming quality;  Manifests a sweet aroma of the knowledge  

it is used for perfuming garments  of Him (II Corintians. 2:14-16).  

and other things to make them cast  

a pleasant smell.  

 

Application:  
In closest communion at the Kingôs table, the maiden now learns 

from the lips of the Lord that if she is to know him fully, she must 

expect suffering and sacrifice. Until now, she has only had 

glimpses of Christ in his glory. Now he asks her to follow him, 

even though it may mean the cross. ñAre you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am 

baptized?ò (Mark 10:38). Will she turn back? The decision must be 

made. It is only in sharing the fellowship of his sufferings that we 

can share and know the power of his resurrection. Will she follow 

in the steps of Jesus, who for the joy set before him, endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of God?  

She reveals her Bride Spirit by consenting to follow him at all 

costs. Clasps the myrrh to her breast and exclaims: ñMy beloved is 

to me a sachet of myrrh.ò  

 

To her joy, by embracing the fellowship of his sufferingsðtotal 

death to selfðshe finds that this precious myrrh that she holds so 

closer to her heart begins to preserve her and keep her from 

corruption, thus allowing her to partake of the divine nature and 

making her calling and elections sure. It has begun to beautify her 

with the water of the Word, taking away all blemishes, spots and 
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wrinkles. It has brought an anointing upon her life that has begun 

to break the yoke of the enemy over her and to set her free from 

bondage. This myrrh clasped to her breast has begun healing all 

her flesh. The perfuming quality of this myrrh has produced a 

fragrance upon her life so that she has become a fragrance of 

Christ in every place. Men begin to marvel, not being able to cope 

with the wisdom and the Spirit with which she is speaking, and 

begin recognizing her as one who has been with Jesus. (Benjamin 

Keach, Preaching from the Types and Metaphors of the Bible, pp. 

470-472).  

 

ñO soul, what can you say to the King at His table? 

What can you say to Him with the pierced hands? 

But óI will not leave thee, 

My heart is fixed O God, 

My heart is fixed.ôò 

 

19.  The maiden compares the Bridegroom to a cluster of henna 

blossoms in the vineyard of En Gedi.  

 

Note:  Henna flowers were used by Jewish maidens for 

adornment. En Gedi was a place in the wilderness where David 

fled to hide. To find henna blossoms in the desolate place 

symbolizes the uniqueness of Jesus. She is adorned with Christ, so 

here is a visible manifestation of Jesus to the world.  
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Covering Song 1:9-14  

THE KING'S VOICE 
 

Whoever has my commandments and obeys them,  

he is the one who loves me . . . and I will . . . manifest Myself to him. 

ðJohn 14:21 

 

 

Lover:  O my love, I have compared you to my mares harnessed to one 

of the chariots of Pharaoh. Your cheeks are beautiful with 

ornaments, your neck with chains of beads. We will make you 

ornaments of gold, studded with silver.  

Beloved:  While the King is at his table, my perfume gives its fragrance. 

My love to me is a sachet of myrrh resting between my breasts. 

My lover is to me like a cluster of henna blossoms from the 

vineyards of En Gedi.  

 

At his table, Jesus opens his heart to his redeemed one. The 

Bridegroom has much to say to his own which cannot be said 

at the beginning. He must first say, ñFollow Meò and draw us 

away from other interests before he can tell us of a path that is 

expedient for us that will lead to a fuller knowledge of himself. 

ðSong 1:9-14 

 

 

n answer to her cry, the King himself speaks words of comfort to her. She recognizes his voice 

immediately, in the same way that a baby knows the voice of her mother. The Zoëðthe 

Divine Life, that was imparted to her responds intuitively to the voice of its Creator.  

In this first degree of union with the Lord, he seems to speak very little and very briefly. 

The pouring out is on the side of the one seeking to know him. He answers her very briefly, and 

encourages her with the renewal of his promises. Although, unbroken communion with him is 

not yet established.  

Her heartôs cry is, ñMy soul follows hard after youò (Psalm 68:3), Jesus said that ñthe 

Kingdom of heaven is obtained by forceò (Matthew. 11:12), or as the Amplified Bible says, ñmen 

seize it by force (as a precious prize)ða share in the heavenly kingdom is sought for with most 

ardent zeal and intense exertion.ò With this intense, vehement pressing on to know the Lord 

comes her abandonment for the Holy Spirit to do his work at any cost. This is what the King sees 

in his friend and what he compares to the swift course and quick obedience of the beautiful 

steeds in the royal chariot of Pharaoh (Song 1:9). This horse is ñfull of the strength of the Lord; 

laughs at fear; does not shy away from the sword; cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds; 

catches the scent of battle from afar, the shout of the commanders and the battle cryò (Job 39:19-

25).  

It has been said that it is unnecessary to drive a soul that goes without driving! Once our 

will is wholly surrendered to God, and the decision made to obey and follow at all costs, the 

Holy Spirit will be able to do his work quickly and efficiently. Our delays and ceaseless arguing 

I 
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grieves and hinders the Lord. They will keep you from emerging from the region of restlessness 

and frustration, into perfect rest.  

It is very important that you not lose your rest in seeking to know the Lord. This is where 

I most often lose touch with the Lord's working in my own life. William Law has said, ñThou 

canst go no faster than a full dependence of God can carry thee.ò The Lord will lead you on 

safely, if we are simply true in aim and quick in obedience to every indication of his will.  

When we come to this point in our spiritual journey, we must remember the danger of the 

impulsive and impetuous nature of our flesh. Only the Holy Spirit can teach us true cooperation 

with his workings. We can trust him not to allow us to lag behind, or press beyond his leading. It 

is very important that each degree of union be established before we are led on the next.  

The King's Promises  
ñYour cheeks are beautiful with plaits of hair . . .ò (Song 1:10). Each of us possesses 

certain traits and abilities that just come naturally. Maybe it is an ability to teach or a heart to 

serve. Some have artistic talents and others have musical skills. Some have the desire to give of 

themselves, their finances, their mechanical skills. The King sees a measure of natural beauty, 

talent, and strength in the maiden. This is what the plaits of hair signify. These are parts of our 

personality that, from an earthly point of view, we would call beautiful or gifted. There are also 

character traits formed from your relationship with the Lord. The more time spent in prayer, 

study of the Word and worship, the more you begin to reflect the heart of the Lord.  

The comparison between the two is made now, in order to point out that despite the 

revelation of the inner-chamber and a true quest for a spiritual life, your own natural 

endowments might come into too much prominence in this pursuit. The problem is, many people 

do not make any progress (or progress very slowly), in the spiritual life because of the intrusion 

of those natural gifts. Only what is formed and shaped by God can be considered in terms of true 

value and carry us to our goal. Many times our natural abilities get in the way. We need to 

surrender to his work in our livesðto be formed in his image, not our own image.  

As I mentioned, this seems to be what he is promising to do within the maidenôs life 

when he says, ñWe will make you plaits of gold with studs of silverò (Song 1:11).  

Gold symbolizes the divine nature and silver refers to a redeemed man. In other words, 

the Bridegroom is promising to transform the maiden through redemption. He will crown her 

with the divine life. The working of gold into ornaments or a braided wreath requires a lot of fire 

as gold is only workable when melted. Fire in scripture refers to tests and trialsðin some cases, 

suffering. Not suffering in the sense of sickness and disease, but suffering the denial of our 

fleshly desires. The promise of the Bridegroom is to transform all that is of the natural life into 

the divine nature.  

If she remains surrendered to his work and pliable under his touch and if she continues to 

press on for the prize of the high calling of God, he will finish the work! As she fully surrenders 

her heart and will, she will know the divine life in union with the Glorified One; she will sit down 

with him in his throne and be a partaker of his glory. For those who have a longing heart, God 

has promised to fulfill all their desires. Rest on his Word!  

 

ñGod is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change 

his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfillò 

(Numbers 23:19)?  

 

ñO longing heart,  
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your God has promised to fulfill all your desires.  

Rest upon His royal Word in all that is to come.  

The word of the Lord may try you,  

as it did His servant Joseph,  

but it came to pass then,  

and it shall be fulfilled to you.ò  

--Jesse Penn-Lewis  

The King's Table   
In the wonderful story, Pilgrimôs Progress, it states that two of the characters, Faithful 

and Christian, journeyed on, and as they came out of one of the wilderness adventures, meet up 

once again with Evangelist.  

 

ñNow when they were got almost quite out of this Wilderness, Faithful 

chanced to cast his eye back, and espied one coming after them, and he knew him. 

Oh! Said Faithful to his brother, who comes yonder? Then Christian looked, and 

said, It is my good friend Evangelist; Ay, and my good friend too, said Faithful, 

for ótwas he that set me the Way to the Gate.ò  

 

They greet each other warmly and begin to review their many adventures:  

 

ñThen, said Evangelist, How hath it fared with you, my Friends, since the 

time of our last parting? What have you met with, and how have you behaved 

yourselves?  

ñThen Christian and Faithful told him of all things that had happened to them 

in the Way; and how, and with what difficulty, they had arrived to that place.  

 ñRight glad I am, said Evangelist, not that you meet with Trials, but that you 

have been Victors and for that you have (notwithstanding many weaknesses) 

continued in the way to this very day.  

ñI say, right glad I am I of this thing, and that for mine own sake and yours; I 

have sowed, and you have reaped; and the Day is coming, when both he that 

soweth, and he that reaped, shall rejoice together; that is, if you hold out; for in 

due time ye shall reap, if you faint not. The Crown is before you, and it is an 

uncorruptible one; so run, that your may obtain it."  

 

I laid all this groundwork so you can appreciate Evangelistôs admonishment and 

encouragement:  

 

ñSome there be that set out for this Crown, and after they have gone far for it, 

another comes in and takes it from them: Hold fast therefore what you have, let no 

man take your Crown: You are not yet out of the gunshot of the Devil: You have 

not resisted unto Blood, striving against sin: Let the Kingdom be always before 

you, and believe steadfastly concerning things that are invisible: Let nothing that 

is on this side the other World get within you: And above all, look well to your 

own Hearts and to the Lusts thereof, for they are deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked; set your faces like a flint; you have all power in Heaven and 

Earth on your side.ò  
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In the Song of Solomon, the voice of the Lord restores the calm. His voice brings back to 

the troubled and confused maiden the knowledge that the King is sitting at his table within her 

heart.  

 

ñWhile the King was at his table, my perfume spread its fragrance. My lover 

is to me a sachet of myrrh resting between my breastsò (Song 1:12-13).  

 

She became occupied with self-revelationðthe immediate result of her entrance into the 

King's chambers, and the misjudgments of her motherôs sonsðfellow believers that have not 

discovered the need or desire for the Holy pursuit. She was afraid that she was following the 

wrong path. In agony of heart, she turned to him; will he tell her what to do? Will he let her go 

astray? Her safety is in her helplessness; because she knows she has to depend on him to direct 

each step she takes (see Isaiah 35:8-10).  

In answer to her cry the King speaks and comforts her, telling her that he has everything 

under control and reminds her of his presence. She can rest on his faithfulness, away from all the 

anxiety, frustration and commotion of the world, to enjoy her communion with her Lord. ñWhen 

he gives quietness, who then can make trouble?ò (Job 34:29).  

In this time of fellowship her perfume (or spikenard) (which is the emblem of humilityð

is only possible through his Divine nature within her) sends forth its fragrance, and he fulfills his 

promise: ñIf any . . . opens the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 

meò (Rev. 3:20).  

At his table, he opens his heart to his redeemed friend, in the same way he did the night 

before his crucifixion, to the little band of men who followed him all the way to Calvary.  

ñI did not tell you this in the beginning,ò he said (John 16:4). He must first say, ñFollow 

me,ò and draw us away from other interests and other possessions, before he can tell us of a path 

that is expedient for us which will lead to a fuller knowledge of Himself.  

Because they are so tied to the needs and interest of their current life, believers miss the 

most intimate times with the Lord.  

In the fourth chapter of Mark, Jesus explained the process of sowing and reaping in each 

of our lives. ñThe sower sows the Word. The ones along the path are those who have the Word 

sown in their heartsò (read Mark 4:14-120). That might be you even as you read this study or 

listen to the preacher on the radio. Someone shares the truth of God's word with you. You listen 

and receive it into your heart. ñBut when they hear,ò Jesus continued, ñSatan comes at once and 

takes away the message which is sown in them.ò  

Notice Satan doesnôt wait for things to settle down and for that word to become 

established in your heart. No, he comes at once and takes away the message . . .  

This happened many years ago as I spoke with one of my uncles. He received what I was 

sharing, began to be moved by the Truth of God's Word, but within minutes, his brother-in-law 

scoffed at the words and dissuaded my uncle from following after the words that had been sown.  

Jesus continued his lesson:  

 

ñOthers, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the Word and at once receive it 

with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the Word, they quickly fall away.ò  
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What happened here? Someone hears the Word, gets turned on, starts to follow after the 

Lordðthen their friends or family make fun of them or discourage their desire for a holy pursuit.  

Jesus also describes another person who hears the Word and then ñthe worries of this life, 

the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires of other things come in and choke the word, making it 

unfruitful.ò  

Instructions From The Table  
Sitting in closest communion at the Kingôs table, the maiden now learns that if she is to 

know him fully, she must expect suffering and sacrifice.  

Our maiden had only glimpses of the heavenly vision of Christ in his glory. This vision, 

albeit limited, led her to cry ñdraw me, we will run after you.ò Now he asks her, as he did his 

disciples, if she will follow him, even though it may mean the cross. ñAre you able to drink the 

cup that I drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized withò (Mark 10:38)?  

Will she turn back?  

It is one thing to respond to the Saviorôs call; to have the heavenly vision of the Glorified 

Lord; but it is quit another thing to set our faces like flint after we have seen a little of what it 

will mean to truly follow Christ.  

The decision must be made, and made so definitely, that whatever comes we will never 

shrink back. The bridges must be burned behind us, so to speak, so that there never can be a 

question of retreat.  

We will see that the Well-Beloved must first be a Bridegroom of bitterness, a ñbundle of 

myrrhò (Song 1:12), before we can know him in his glory. It is only in partaking in the 

fellowship of his sufferings that we can partake of the power of his resurrection. Will our maiden 

follow in the steps of Jesus, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of God?  

She reveals her Bride Spirit by consenting to follow him at all costs, clasps the myrrh to 

her breast and exclaims: ñMy beloved is to me as a bundle of myrrh,ò even as ña cluster of 

cypressò (Song 1:14). Myrrh is costly and bitter, it is only obtained through the knifeôs incision 

in the tree! Cypress is considered the funeral or cemetery tree of the East, the tree that signifies 

death!  

To her joy; by embracing the fellowship of his sufferingsðtotal death to selfðshe finds 

that the myrrh she holds so close to her heart is beginning to preserve her and keep her from 

corruption. It is allowing her to partake of the divine nature and making her calling and election 

sure. It has begun to make her more beautiful with the water of the Word, taking away all 

blemishes, spots, and wrinkles. It has brought an anointing on her life that has begun to break the 

yoke of the enemy over her and to set her free from bondage. This myrrh clasped to her breast 

has begun healing all her flesh. The perfuming quality of this myrrh has produced a fragrance on 

her life; she has become a fragrance of Christ in every place. Men begin to marvel, not being 

able to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which she is speaking, and begin recognizing 

her as one who has been with Jesus.  

What can you say to the King at His table? What can you say to Him with the pierced 

hands, but ñI will not leave youò (2 Kings 2:6) ñMy heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixedò 

(Psalm 57:7).  

 

Behold, my bride, how fair my mouth, mine eyes;  

My heart is glowing fire, my hand is graceð  

And see how swift my foot, and follow me,  
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For thou with me shalt scorned and martyred be,  

Betrayed by envy, tempted in the wilds  

And love shall wound, and steadfastness shall slay,  

Yet thou shalt love me still  

The spear shall pierce thy heart, my life shall be  

The life that lives and move henceforth in thee.  

Then, as a conqueror loosened from the cross,  

Thou shall awaken and be borne above  

Upon the breath of mine almighty love.  

--Mechthild of Hellfde 1277 

 

  



35 

 

Covering Song 1:15-2:7  

THE BANQUETING HOUSE 

Outline Covering Song 1:15-2:7 
 

  

Lover:  Behold, you are beautiful, my love. Behold, you are beautiful; 

your eyes are doves.  

Beloved:  Behold, You are beautiful, my Beloved; yea, pleasant. Also, 

our bed is verdant. The beams of our house are cedars; our 

rafters are of cypress. I am a rose, a lily of the valleys.  

Lover:  As a lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.  

Beloved:  As the apple among trees of the forest, so is my Beloved 

among young men. I delighted in his shadow, and I sat down; 

and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the house 

of wine, and his banner over me was love. Feed me with raisin 

cakes, refresh me with apples, for I am sick with love. His left 

hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me.  

Lover:  I adjure you by the gazelles, and by the does of the field, O 

daughters of Jerusalem, that you do not stir up and do not 

awaken the Love until it pleases.  

 

1.  The King praises the maiden with the words ñHow beautiful you 

are. Your eyes are like doves.ò (Song 1:15)  

 

Note: The Bridegroom sees the holy dove, the Spirit of the Father, shining 

through the eyes of the believer whose gaze is turned wholly 

toward him in complete abandonment and trust. From the 

standpoint of function, the eyes of the dove can only see one thing 

at a time. This signifies singleness of purpose.  

 

2.  Jesus told us that when your eye is clear (single) your whole body 

is full of light; to watch out that the light in you may not be 

darkened, because then we will be wholly illuminated (Luke 

11:34-36)  

 

Note:  As we fix our eyes on Jesus, our life will be completely illumined. 

We must be careful not to look at the circumstances or the waves 

around us. In doing so, we take our eyes off Jesus and begin to 

look at things that produce darkness in our minds and hearts.  

 

3.  As we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we will have the light of life 

(John 8:12)  
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4.  In response, the maiden says, ñHow handsome you are, and so 

pleasantò (Song 1:16)  

 

5.  She says their bed is green and leafy [fresh, full of vigor and 

prosperity and flourishing] (Song 1:16 Amp. Version)  

 

6.  The righteous will flourish like the green leaf. They will be like a 

tree planted by the water, its leaves will be green (Proverbs 11:28; 

Jeremiah 17:7-8)  

 

7.  A good shepherd makes his sheep lie down in green pastures 

(Psalm 23:2)  

 

Note:  Therefore, the maiden finds rest for her soul in their communion 

together. From their fellowship springs all that is fresh, 

invigorating and flourishing in her life.  

 

7.  The maiden says her house has beams of cedar and rafters of 

cypress (Song 1:17)  

 

9.  Cedars illustrate the new creation of God, of His saints:  

 

 Metaphor  Parallel  
The cedar is a very noble and stately tree.  The saints will dwell in high spiritual places. 

It grows high. It mounts high toward heaven.  They will see the King and behold\ things   

               afar off (Isaiah 33:15-17; Colossians 3:1-2)  

 

The cedar is a tree that takes deep root.  The saints will take root and grow (Hosea 

As the tree grows high, it proportionately  14:5, 11; II Samuel 23:5)  

takes roots, because of its height, the wind  

would blow it down Therefore, the root system  

must be as strong as the tree is tall.  

 

The cedar is a very strong tree.  The saints are going from strength to  

         strength (Psalm 64:7) 

 

The cedar is a tree full of sap. It also bears  The saints will be full of sap (life) and yield 

a sort of fruit. The shadow of this tree is very fruit. Nations shall come to the saints (Psalm 

refreshing and fruit. The shadow of this tree 92: 12-15; Ezekiel 17:23; Isaiah 60:3-5)  

Is very refreshing and all fowls of every wing  

dwell under it. 

 

The cedar is a very profitable tree, and is  We are being built together into a dwelling 

excellent for building. Solomon made  (Ephesians 2:21-22)  

the temple.  
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Inferences:  

If the saints are like cedars, excellent above others, well rooted, 

strong, durable, and useful to God and men, do we excel? Do we 

grow up high heavenward? Do we grow in humility? Are our 

hearts lowest, when our estates are highest? When we are most 

honored in the eyes of men, are we most humble in the eyes of 

God? Remember that the tree that takes deepest roots spreads its 

branches farthest out and brings forth the most fruit. There are 

those who try to tear up the cedars of God by the roots to destroy 

them. Though they send many strong blasts and violent winds, yet 

the saints have stood, and will stand. The Highest Himself will 

establish His Church.  

 

Finally, the cedar casts a shadow that enables birds of every wing 

to dwell under her (Ezek. 17:22-24). In the same way, how happy 

are the people or nation who sit under the shadow or protection of 

a righteous government when righteousness and judgment shall be 

administered by the saints! All will seek shelter under it. This shall 

be accomplished in the latter day. (Benjamin Keach, Preaching 

from the Types and Metaphors of the Bible, [Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Kregal Publications, 1972] pp. 760-761).  

 

The maiden said that their home was built of cedars and cypress. 

The cypress is also known as a funeral tree and is found commonly 

in the graveyards of Judea. The cypress signifies death. Thus, we 

see in these trees the life of the New Creation, and at the same 

time, death. The dwelling places of the believer and the Lord is 

built on the principle that says, ñI am crucified with Christ; the life 

I now live by faith in the Son of Godò (Galatians 2:20)  

 

Note: Both the cedar and the cypress were used in the building of 

Solomonôs temple. In other words, these were timbers that proved 

worthy for the construction of the habitation of God here on earth. 

We see that the basis for Godôs tabernacle among men lies on the 

death of the accursed old life and the resurrection of the new. 

Notice in the Song that the house is built not of one rafter by of 

many, showing the members of the Body of Christ fitly joined 

together, each joint supplying according to the proper working 

order of each part (Ephesians 4:16).  

 

Then it will come about in that day that nations will resort to the root of 

Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be 

glorious.  

And I shall glorify My glorious house. The glory of Lebanon will come to 

you, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; And I shall make the place of my feet 

glorious.  
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And the sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, and all 

those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; and they 

will call you the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Then all your people will be righteous; they will possess the land forever, the 

branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. ðIsaiah 

11:10, Portions of Isaiah 60 

 

10  The maiden refers to herself as the rose of Sharon, the lily of the 

valleys (Song 2:1)  

 

Note:  Sharon is a plain in Judea, and the rose mentioned here is a 

rambling rose or some ordinary flower that is common to the area. 

She is saying, ñI am a very ordinary person, yet cared for and 

loved by God.ò Contrary to many beliefs, the rose of Sharon does 

not refer to Christ, but rather to the maiden. It is her own 

estimation of herself.  

 

11  He sees her as a lily among thorns (Song 2:2). Thorns represent the 

cursed earth (Genesis 3:18; Hebrews 6:7-8)  

 

Note:  The work of man, apart from God, can only produce thorns and 

thistles  

 

 Simile  Parallel  
A lily is a very sweet flower, so fragrant We are a sweet aroma of Christ in every place  

that a man's Senses will be easily turned  (II Corinthians 2:14-15; Ephesians 5:1-2)  

with the strength of its fragrance  

 

A lily is an exceedingly white flower;  Righteousness and purity of the saints  

there is nothing more pure, nothing whiter.  (Revelations 19:8; Daniel 12:10; Malachi 3:2-4   

 Note; fuller's soap is a whitening agent.)  

 

The lily is a very fruitful flower, often  Filling the whole earth with fruitðHis glory, 

yielding fifty pods. Note: 50 is the number knowledge and kingdom.  

of Jubileeðin the year of Jubilee  (Isaiah 27:6; Numbers 14:21; Habakkuk  2:14; 

everything returns to its rightful owner. Daniel 2:35, 44)  

 

The lily is a very tall flowerðfew others  The Kingdom of God will be exalted above all  

are taller.  (Micah 4:1-2)  

 

The lily is a flower gloriously adorned  The King's daughter is all glorious within   

and lovely to look upon. Jesus said,  (Psalm 45:13) 

lovely to look upon; Jesus said, "Solomon  

in all his glory was not arrayed like these."  

Its form is excellent. It has six white leaves,  

within are seven grains, and all within is the  
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glory of gold. It hangs down its head. Much  

of the glory of the lily is inward.  

 

Conclusion:  
 

As a most fragrant lily, the Bride of Christ gives off the sweet 

fragrance of the knowledge of God in the midst of a cursed earth 

under the domain of darkness. As a lily among thorns, so the Bride 

of Christ stands forth in holiness and purity in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse generation. As a fruitful lily, the Church will 

grow and multiply until it has become a great kingdom and has 

filled the whole earth with fruit. The year of jubilee will be ushered 

in, and everything will be returned to its rightful owner, for the 

kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our God and 

of his Christ. When Christ shall rule over the nations, Godôs people 

will be exalted above every other kingdom and nations will come 

to them (Isaiah 2:1-4; Revelations 2:25-27). The Church, Christôs 

beautiful lily, will be changed into his likeness (I John 3:1-3) and 

shall reign with him. (Benjamin Keach, Preaching from the Types 

and Metaphors of the Bible, pp. 701-702)  

 

13.  The maiden has come to see the King as an "apple tree among the 

forest."  

 

Note:  The maiden is now, as it were, losing sight of all sons or trees 

(Paul, Apollos), and has her sight fixed only upon the King (Jesus). 

Dwelling under his shadow brings great rest and refreshing to the 

soul, and eating his fruit brings great sweetness to the spirit.  

 

14.  The maiden said that under his shadow she fount great delight. 

According to Job, when we delight in the Almighty, we will pray 

to him and he will hear us. We can decree a thing, and it will be 

established. Light will shine on our path, to light our way. And 

when we are cast down, we can still speak with confidence (Job 

22:26-29)  

 

15.  The apples referred to represent a word spoken in right 

circumstances (Proverbs 25:11)  

 

Note:  As we partake of the fruit of the tree of life, we eat of the divine 

nature, and we receive from the Lord the perfect word that brings 

sweetness to our spirits (II Peter 1:4).  

 

16.  As we eat these apples, we will be able to sustain a weary one with 

a word (Isaiah 50:4)  
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17.  As we dwell under the shadow of the Almighty, we will receive 

protection from natural circumstances, protection from all evil, he 

will keep our soul and he will guard your going out and coming in 

(Psalm 121:5-8)  

 

Note:  The maiden sat down under the shade of this tree. This is a position 

of rest and trust and relaxing in the security of God. Notice that 

Jesus is sitting in heaven at the Fatherôs right hand.  

 

18.  As the Bridegroom brings the maiden into the banqueting house 

(literally the house of wine), she sees that his banner over her is 

loveðthis is a revelation of his love (Song 2:4)  

 

Note:  This revelation of his love brings great joy to her. Wine in the 

Scripture symbolizes joy. Therefore, in this house of wine is found 

great joy at the revelation of his love.  

 

19.  This banner can be compared to the friendship of God (Proverbs 

17:17; 18:24; John 15:13-15)  

 

20.  At this deeper revelation of the love of God, the maiden cries out 

ñSustain me, refresh meðI am lovesickò (Song 2:5)  

 

Note:  Lovesick, according to Websterôs Dictionary, means to be so much 

in love you are unable to act in a normal way. Such was the 

experience of the saints of all ages when they came into a full 

realization of the Lordôs special presence. Intense spiritual feeling 

such as this can produce physical exhaustion. The Lord has to 

enlarge the capacity of the soul to be able to enjoy and endure his 

presence.  

 

21.  When the apostle John saw Jesus in his glory he fell at his feet as a 

dead man (Revelation 1:17)  

 

Note:  A process of strengthening and enlarging, a transformation from 

glory to glory, must take place. For Jesus to reveal the fullness of 

himself to us when we first come to him would be like a man who 

has lived in a dark cave for many years being suddenly brought out 

into the full strength of the noonday sun. This man must be taken 

through varying degrees of light before his eyes can bear the sun in 

full strength. So it is with us spiritually.  

 

22.  The maiden desires the Kingôs left hand to be under her head and 

his right hand to embrace her (Song 2:6)  
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23.  The hands signify the will of God in action, in exaltation and favor. 

The right hand of God, the right hand of the throne, etc., speaks of 

the seat of honor in the Messianic Kingdom (Mark 16:19; Psalm 

45:9; Revelation 3:21)  

 

24.  The psalmist David was a man after Godôs own heart. His one 

desire was to behold the Lord. His soul thirsted for God, even the 

depths of his soul. He longed for Godôs presence above all else 

(Psalm 27:4; 42:1-2,7; 84:10)  

 

25.  After this great experience with the Lord, we find the maiden at 

rest (Song 2:7)  

 

Note:  From the hour the Bride says, ñDraw me, I will run after Thee,ò the 

Lord tests her surrender, and shows her more clearly the conditions 

of oneness with him and his life. The Lord tests her and finds that 

she steadily purposes to follow on to know him. Her will is so 

fixed on this one purpose that the Lord will now be able to lead her 

through deeper testing without the delay of reasoning or hesitation. 

The Lord now desires a time of spiritual rest for his beloved before 

he calls her to arise and follow on, so that she may be filled with 

all the fullness of God. (Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones, p. 27).  
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Covering Song 1:15-2:7  

THE BANQUETING HOUSE 
 

ñThe Master asks, where is my guest-chamber,  

\where I may eat with my disciples?ò 

Mark 14:14 

 

 

Lover:  Behold, you are beautiful, my love. Behold, you are beautiful; 

your eyes are doves.  

Beloved:  Behold, You are beautiful, my Beloved; yea, pleasant. Also, 

our bed is verdant. The beams of our house are cedars; our 

rafters are of cypress. I am a rose, a lily of the valleys.  

Lover:  As a lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.  

Beloved:  As the apple among trees of the forest, so is my Beloved 

among young men. I delighted in his shadow, and I sat down; 

and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the house 

of wine, and his banner over me was love. Feed me with raisin 

cakes, refresh me with apples, for I am sick with love. His left 

hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me.  

Lover:  I adjure you by the gazelles, and by the does of the field, O 

daughters of Jerusalem, that you do not stir up and do not 

awaken the Love until it pleases ðSong 1:15-2:7 

 

 

he Bridegroom sees the Holy Dove shining through the eyes of our maiden because she 

has turned her gaze toward him in complete abandonment and trust.  

Through the work of the Holy Spirit, she has the ability to yield herself completely to her 

Lord, and she has become single-eyed in her choice of Christ and his cross at all costs; so he 

looks at her and exclaims, ñYou are beautiful my darling, your eyes are as the dovesò (Song 

1:15).  

Jesus told us that our eyes are the light of our body, so, when our vision is single and 

clear, our whole body is full of light (Luke 11:34). ñSo be careful that the light doesnôt become 

darkened. If your entire body is illuminated, it will be wholly bright!ò (Luke 11:34-36).  

As we fix our eyes on Jesus with a singleness of purpose, his glory will completely 

illuminate our life! We must not let the cost delay us or begin to look at circumstances or the 

waves of turmoil around us, because then we take our eyes off Jesus and begin to look at the 

things that produce darkness in our minds and hearts (John 8:12).  

The Maiden's Response  
The maiden in true self-effacement returns all the praise to her Beloved. She knows she is 

fair only through the indwelling Presence of her Lord. The yearning to know him was by his 

grace alone, and her will bent to choose to follow him fully. His people are ñwilling in the day of 

His powerò (Psalm 110:3). It is all of grace!  

T 
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She is getting to know her King better, and ventures to say our house and our rafters 

(Song 1:16, 17). ñAll things are yours . . . and you are Christôs and Christ is Godôsò (I 

Corinthians 3:21, 23).  

ñOur couch is greenò (Song 1:16), signifying the freshness, vigor and prosperity of their 

life together. ñThe righteous will thrive like a green leaf . . . like a tree whose leaves are greenò 

(Proverbs 11:28; Jeremiah 17:7-8). Our maiden will find rest in their communion together, 

because from their fellowship springs all that is fresh, invigorating and flourishing in her life.  

ñThe beams of our house are cedarsò (Song 1:17). Cedars are very noble and stately 

trees. They grow very tall and mount toward heaven. The saints ñwill dwell in high spiritual 

places . . . they will see the king and behold things that are afar offò (Isaiah 33:15-17; Colossians 

3:1-2).  

The cedar is also a tree that has very deep roots. As the tree grows taller, its roots grow 

deeper. When the winds blow against it, it will stand strong, unmoved, unshaken. The cedar is 

full of sap and an excellent shade tree.  

He compares us to cedars, excellent above others, well rooted, strong, durable, and useful 

to God and men, do we now excel? Do we grow up high toward heaven? Do we grow in 

humility? Are our hearts lowest, when our estates are highest? When men honor us, are we 

humble in the eyes of God? Remember that the tree that takes deep roots spreads it branches out 

and produces the most fruit. There are those who try to tear up the cedars of God by the roots to 

destroy them. They send many strong blasts and violent winds, yet the saints have stood, and will 

stand. ñThe Highest Himself will establish her!ò  

The maidenôs reference to the cypress tree demonstrates, even if it is dimly, that her 

union with Christ in his life is based on fellowship with him in his death. Cypress grows in the 

Necropolis, the City of the Dead. Death and life are always linked together in the scripture.  

Death to the old accursed life and resurrection to the new is the one underlying principle 

throughout the scriptures, whether in plain, clear-cut language, or hidden in figurative language.  

In the cedar, we see the life of the New Creation, and at the same time, through the 

cypress with see death. ñI have been crucified with Christ. The life I now live, I live by faith in 

the Son of Godò (Galatians 2:20).  

Both trees were used in the building of Solomonôs temple. These were timbers that 

proved worthy for the construction of God's house here on the earth. The basis for Godôs living 

among us lies in the death of the old life and the resurrection of the new.  

 

ñThen it will come about in that day, that nations will resort to the root of 

Jesse who will stand as a signal for the peoples: And His resting place will be 

glorious. And I shall glorify My glorious house.  

The glory of Lebanon will come to you, to beautify the place of My 

sanctuary; and I shall make the place of My feet glorious. And the sons of those 

who afflicted you will come bowing to you, and all those who despised you will 

bow themselves at the soles of your feet and they will call you the city of the 

Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  

Then all your people will be righteous and will possess the land forever, the 

branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I might be glorifiedò ð

portions of Isaiah 11 and Isaiah 60  
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ñYou are handsome, my darlingò calls out the maiden, ñbut IðI am but a lily of the 

valleys!ò or as the King James renders it, the Rose of Sharon. (Song 2:1). She responds to all that 

her lover has said, saying in effect, ñI am just a simple little flower, not worth your notice.ò 

Many mistakenly apply this to our Lord, but it could not be. Our King is more than a simple 

flower in the field.  

The King's Estimat ion   
ñYou are more than a simple lily,ò the Lord says, ñin my eyes you are a lily among 

thornsò (Song 2:2). He sees his own life already growing up in her, with the same features of 

humility and meekness, while He see others as still dwelling in the thorny life of earth. The 

earth-life can produce nothing but thorns, ñwhose end is to be burnedò (Hebrews 6:8). His friend, 

who is one that is unique above all others, is a lily in their midst.  

A lily is a very sweet flower. So much so, some say the strength of its fragrance 

intoxicate any man. ñThanks be to God, who spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge 

of him. Because we are to God the aroma of Christò (II Corinthians 2:14-15).  

The lily is a very beautiful flower. Jesus said, ñSolomon in all his glory wasnôt arrayed 

like one of these.ò Its form is excellent. It has six white leaves, with seven grains inside, and all 

within the glory of gold. It hangs down its head, because most of the beauty and glory of the lily 

is hidden within its fruit.  

The lily is a very graphic illustration of our maiden clothed with purity and righteousness. 

She gives off the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of Christ in the midst of a cursed earth under 

the domain of darkness. As a lily among thorns, she stands forth in holiness and purity in the 

midst of a crooked and perverse generation. As a fruitful lily, she will grow and multiply until 

she becomes fully matured in his wisdom and love.  

Through the eyes of the Maiden  
ñLike an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my lover among the young menò 

(Song 2:3). She compares him to a fruitful tree, and to her great delight finds in him all she 

needs. She has been learning to say our and to find all things are hers in Christ. She now 

discovers that he is becoming her very existence.  

She used to say, ñI am of Paul,ò or ñI am of Apollos,ò as she gloried in men; but now she 

is losing sight of all the young men as she beholds the glory of Him Who is the First-Born from 

the dead. She is finding him to be shade from the heat, a refuge from the storm, and satisfied 

with him alone, she sits down in perfect rest, finding his fruit sweet to her taste. (Job 22:26-29; 

Proverbs 25:11; Isaiah 50:4; Psalm 25:11).  

The Banqueting House  
As her lover fills her vision, she finds herself brought to the banqueting house (Song 2:4), 

or more literally, the house of wine, (a type of the Holy Spirit) where she receives a foretaste of 

the union which she has been seeking in an overpowering revelation of his love.  

He has brought her into this house of wine to give a revelation of his love. It now pleases 

God to reveal his Son in her (Galatians 1:16). She already had a glimpse of this when they 

fellowshipped at his table, but now she has a revelation of himself, and sees that wherever he 

leads her, even if it is along a path of struggle, frustration, and the cross, it will be under the 

banner of love (Song 2:4).  

This banner signifies the friendship that God offers to us. ñA friend loves at all times, and 

a brother is born for adversityò (Proverbs 17:17). ñI no longer call you servants . . . instead, I 
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have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to youò 

(John 15:13-15).  

She is not able to endure the full answer to all her desires. She so desperately cries out to 

know everything that unity with the Risen Lord means to the redeemed, but she does not 

understand that she needs to be prepared and strengthened to endure it. ñStrengthen me . . . 

because I am sick with loveò (Song 2:5). The revelation of Christ in all of his glory makes even 

the apostle John fall down as though dead (Revelations 1:17).  

According to Websterôs Dictionary, Lovesick means to be so much in love that you are 

not even able to act in a normal way. When the saints of past ages came into a full realization of 

the Lordôs presence, they experience the same lovesickness. Intense spiritual feeling such as this 

can produce physical exhaustion. ñI have much more to say to you, more than you can bearò 

(John 16:12). The Lord has to enlarge the capacity of our soul in order to be able to enjoy and 

endure His glorious presence. ñBut when he, the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you . . .ò 

(John 16:13).  

This process of strengthening and enlarging, of transforming us from glory to glory, must 

take place. For Jesus to reveal the fullness of himself to us when we first come to him would be 

like a man who has lived in a dark cave for many years being suddenly brought out into the full 

strength of the sun. This man must be taken through varying degrees of light before his eyes can 

bear the sun in full strength.  

The maiden asks for support, for strength, because it is just too much for her. She then 

realizes that he is holding her even while he reveals himself to her. That is all the support she 

needs. ñThe Eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are his everlasting armsò 

(Deuteronomy 33:27). ñHis left hand is under my head, and His right hand embraces meò (Song 

2:6).  

His left hand under her head signifies his judgment against his enemies, and the embrace 

of his right hand signifies a place of honor. She is seated with Christ at the right hand of the 

Father as he executes judgment against all his enemies. As he embraces her with righteousness 

and honor, he is at work putting all enemies in subjection to his rule.  

As Paul says in Hebrews, ñFor in subjecting all things to him, he left nothing that is not 

subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.ò  

The King gives her rest  
Our maiden has now entered into a time of rest with her beloved.  

He sees the daughters ready to intrude. They will try to stir up this maiden, when the 

word of the King is for rest (Song 2:7).  

These daughters may typify other believers who know nothing of spiritual fellowship 

with the Lord. They have a name to live and yet are dead. They form a group who are very 

concerned about the one who is following on to know the Lord. They do not know how fully she 

is in his keeping, because he becomes a very jealous watchman over those he has bought with his 

blood.  

Since the beginning when she said, ñDraw me, we will run after you," he has tested her 

surrender, and shown her more clearly the conditions of unity with his resurrected life. All are 

convinced now of her steadfastness in purpose to follow on to know the Lord. There is a fixity of 

her will that will enable him to lead her on through even deeper testing. It will come without the 

delay of reasoning, rebellion, or hesitation.  

He will lead her on gently. He understands her need for some rest now. ñHe knows how 

we are formed; he remembers that we are dustò (Psalm 103:14). She is able to rest on his 
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faithfulness, in the ñassurance of understandingò (Colossians 2:2) that he now lives in her heart, 

that she will be strengthened in his own time to hear his voice calling her to arise and follow on, 

so that she may be ñfilled to all the fullness of God.ò  

So the King speaks on her behalf to the anxious daughters, and forbids them to disturb 

her peace, as if he is saying to them, ñThe Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth be silent 

before Himò (Habakkuk 2:20). ñGod is in the midst of her; she shall not be movedò (Psalm 46:5).  

 

ñDaughters of Jerusalem, I charge you . . . 

do not stir up, nor awaken love until she desiresò 

--Song 2:7 
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Covering Song 2:8-3:5  

POSSESSIVE LOVE 
 

 Stage of Love  How We See Ourselves  How Jesus Sees Us  
 Possessive Love (2:8-3-5)  He ñis mine and I am Hisò (2:16;3:4)  ñMy loveéfair oneédoveôs  

  (Owning Jesus!)  eyesésweet voiceéetc  

   (He loves us even when  

   weôre possessive)  

 

Revelation of the Man (Jesus) 
 In a word  More Detailé  

 Draw-er  He is seen as the prophetic voice, leaping on high     

            places, calling His Bride into the harvest,  

     announcing that now is the time (See 2:8-13).  

 

Possessive Love - "Jesus Is Mine" 

 

The Song now continues with the Beloved showing another aspect of His 

personality. He comes to draw her out of her familiar, secure surroundings and 

into His dangerous but exciting purposes (over the mountains to the harvest 

fields!).  

 

He initially came to her as her blesser, now he comes as her draw-er.  

Many Christians donôt mind Jesus being their blesser, but when He starts to draw 

them into His risky, dangerous but exciting purposes, they draw back!  

 

In this section we see the woman being possessive of her beloved, dictating to 

Him where He should be, rather than following Him (see 3:4).  

 

All of us will go through this stage, where we cry ñMy Beloved is Mine, and I am 

Hisò(2:16) .This should change to the cry in 6:3 and 7:10:  

 

But the fact is that Jesus still loves us even in this possessive stage, and will 

continue to draw us into His passionate presence and purposes!  
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Covering Song 2:8-13  

THE CALL OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

Outline Covering Song 2:8-13 
  

 

Beloved:  The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping across 

the mountains, leaping over the hills. My lover is like a gazelle 

or a young stag. Behold! He stands behind our wall, gazing 

through the windows, peering through the lattice. My lover 

spoke and said to me, óArouse yourself, my darling my 

beautiful one, and come with me. For behold, the winter is 

past; it goes to itself. The flowers are seen on the earth; the 

time of singing has come, the voice of the turtledove is heard in 

our land. The fig tree spices her unripe figs, and the vines give 

a fragrance by the blossom. Arise, my love; come, my beautiful 

one, and come yourself.ô  

 

1  The maiden, resting in her Beloved, suddenly hears his voice 

calling her voice calling her and recognizes it at once. He comes to 

her like a gazelle or a young stag (Song 2:8-13)  

 

Note:  To regard the Lord as a gazelle or hart is similar to the inspired 

title of Psalm 22, called the hind of the morning. Bible scholars 

agree that this Psalm points forward to the resurrection of Jesus. 

Just as morning is the beginning of the day, likewise, the 

resurrection of Christ is the beginning of new life. The hart is 

noted for its beauty and swiftness of escape from its enemies. The 

hart walks on the high places of the earth. We see Jesus desiring 

for the maiden to follow him in all the beauty, victory and 

swiftness of his resurrection life. (Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones, 

pp. 29-30; Nee, Song of Songs, pp. 42-44) (Read Psalm 22)  

 

2.  As a resurrection type, the King is leaping across the mountains, 

leaping over the hills  

 

Note:  Mountain in the Scriptures symbolizes kingdom. In this passage, 

we see Jesus in the power of his resurrection and in his victory 

over the kingdoms of darkness and the kingdoms of this world. 

The Lord here manifests his triumph over every power, leaping 

and skipping over the power of the enemy with all things under his 

feet.  

 

3.  The message the King is revealing to the maiden that our God 

reigns! (Isaiah 52:7).  
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4.  The King is calling the maiden to arise and come along (Song 

2:10)  

 

Note:  Until now, the maiden has only known the sweetness of 

communion with the Lord, but little of the power for service or the 

struggle of spiritual warfare  

 

5. The King desires to set her on high places, to train her hands for 

battle. To give her the shield of salvation. To enlarge her steps. To 

cause her to pursue and destroy the enemy (II Samuel 22:34-40)  

 

6.  When she learns these things, she will see great miracles and 

deliverances. There will be liberty and victory all about (Isaiah 

35:5-10)  

 

7.  A wall stands between the maiden and the Lord (Song 2:9)  

 

Note:  In the sweetness of her communion with the Lord, the maiden 

reminds us of one who has built up a tabernacle or a wall in which 

she has enjoyed the Lord for herself. She has forgotten the 

multitude of men in the valley, men oppressed by sin and bound by 

demons. The Lord cannot be imprisoned behind her wall. He must 

move in the power of his resurrection in the hearts and lives of 

men. He must liberate the captives and set free those that are 

bound. He must heal the bruised and brokenhearted. He must 

proclaim unto Zion: Your God reigns! For this, he gave his life. 

For this, he endured the cross. For this reason, he was manifested: 

to destroy the works of the devil, to render him powerless, and to 

liberate the sons of men into the glorious liberty of the sons of 

God. he desires for her to follow him into the resurrection power.  

 

8.  Through out the ages God has heard the groaning of the prisoner, 

and those who were doomed to death (Psalm 102:19-20)  

 

9.  Job, which according to some Bible scholars is the oldest book of 

the Bible, contains in it the hope of the ages when he shouts, ñAt 

last, the Redeemer will take his stand on the earth, and we shall 

see himò (Job 19:25-27)  

 

10.  The part the redeemed play is this is to be the deliverers to set the 

creation free (Romans 8:19-21). The risen Lord of Glory has come 

to answer this cry.  

 

11.  The Lord calls her to arise and come away, to come out from 

behind her wall. We are exhorted to look out for the interests of 
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others, and not merely our own personal interests. We are to have 

the attitude that was in Christ Jesus who emptied himself 

(Philemon 2:4-7; Matthew 20:28)  

 

12.  The King is calling the maiden to follow him to become a fisher of 

men and she should immediately follow (Matthew 4:19-20)  

 

Note:  In times past, the maiden has known the Lordôs presence in 

connection with a certain place and a certain time in which she 

sough him. Much of her realization of his presence was based on 

feelings. Any impact with the world or daily tasks seemed to 

trouble her and rob her of any real peace.  

 

13.  The Lord desires the maiden to learn that his presence is with her 

(Acts 17:27-28; Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm. 139:1-18)  

 

Note:  We see then that the Lord desires for her to learn of his ever-

abiding presence. He desires for her spirit to be released to touch 

his Spirit, to be able to fellowship with him not only in times of 

quietness, but also in the times of heightened activity. He desires 

her to know a communion with him that surpasses feelings: a 

communion of spirit. She must learn to recognize the King in all 

circumstances of her life. The Lord is omnipresent. The Lord's 

presence should be a reality, not only in her prayers, but a reality in 

the everyday affairs of this life.  

 

14.  The Lord compares her past period of rest to winter. During the 

winter season in nature, the sap goes downward to the roots and all 

outward manifestation of life appears to stop (Song 2:11)  

 

15.  During her winter period of rest when the rain of the Spirit has 

fallen upon her to prepare her for her new call, she has been rooted 

and grounded in His love (Ephesians 3:17-19)  

 

16.  Spring time has come and this new life coming forth is fruitful 

(Song 2:12-13)  

 

Note:  This is a graphic picture of the abundance of the resurrection life. 

Paul said, ñThat I might know him and the power of his 

resurrection.ò It is in this resurrection life that we have been called 

to walk. This is the Sabbath rest of God. It is not ceasing from 

activity, so much as realizing that every day is a day in which you 

do the Fatherôs will. It is this life of fruitfulness to which the 

maiden is called.  
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17.  The Sabbath rest of God should actually be kept by not seeking our 

own ways, but instead doing the will of God (Isaiah 58:13-14)  

 

18.  We should avoid making plans without checking if it is the Lordôs 

will (James 4:13-15)  

 

Note:  It is when our own plans are interrupted that aggravation and 

turmoil sets in. If our day is subject to the leading of the Spirit, 

then we cannot be disappointed. It is only in seeking our own 

plans, no matter how spiritual, that we step out of God's rest.  

 

19.  In Davidôs wilderness, the followers of the Lord were trained for 

war. They could handle shield and spear; had faces like faces of 

lions; they were as swift as the gazelles on the mountains (I 

Chronicles 12:8).  

 

Note:  Proverbs 28:1 says, ñThe righteous are bold as a lion.ò Revelation 

5:5 says, ñBehold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root 

of David, has overcome.ò The King has called her to escape from 

self and to follow him into the resurrection power of the Spirit. 

Together they will leap upon the mountains, putting the satanic 

kingdom under their feet. Together they will set the captives free 

and loose the men who are bound by the curse of sin.  

 

20.  He speaks of the time for pruning the vines, which refers to tests 

and trials that must be endured in order to bring forth more fruit. 

(John 15:2).  

 

Note:  Read Song 2:11-13. The turtledove was a bird used for sacrifices. 

It could be said to be a type of the Spirit of God being poured out 

through the sacrifice of Jesus. This made the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit possible. This passage relates to the maiden specifically, yet 

the passage is also prophetic for the end times.  

 

The winter of the Church is over and gone. The time of restoration 

has come. The fig tree can represent Israel. The vine can represent 

the Church. As the Holy Spirit is poured out in the earth, Israel 

begins to become ripe to receive the gospel (as well as being 

nationally restored), and the Church begins to produce fruit. It is at 

this time that God wants us to go forth and minister in resurrection 

power.  

 

21.  When the fig tree sprouts its leaves, summer (the end) is near. All 

things must be restored which were spoken of by the prophets. 

(Matthew 24:32-33; Acts 3:20-21).  
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22.  When God returns and begins to restore order, neither Israel nor 

the Church will go back into darkness or defeat. (Isaiah 54:5-10)  
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Covering Song 2:8-13  

THE CALL OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

ñPraise be to our God and Father . . .  

Who has given us new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ  

from the dead, and into an inheritance  

that can never perish, spoil or fadeò ðI Peter 1:3, 4 

 

 
 
Beloved:  The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping across 

the mountains, leaping over the hills. My lover is like a gazelle 

or a young stag. Behold! He stands behind our wall, gazing 

through the windows, peering through the lattice. My lover 

spoke and said to me, óArouse yourself, my darling my 

beautiful one, and come with me. For behold, the winter is 

past; it goes to itself. The flowers are seen on the earth; the 

time of singing has come, the voice of the turtledove is heard in 

our land. The fig tree spices her unripe figs, and the vines give 

a fragrance by the blossom. Arise, my love; come, my beautiful 

one, and come yourselfô ðSong 2:8-13 

 

 

he maiden resting quietly suddenly hears his voice and recognizes it at once. No other 

voice can move her now; others might tell her a bunch of things, but nothing pierces the 

inward ear until he speaks!  

He now manifests himself to her as the Risen Lord. She sees him coming toward her, 

ñleaping across the mountains as a gazelle or a young stagò (Song 2:8). His title in the margin of 

Psalm 22 is the Hind of the morning which points to the resurrection of Jesus. Morning is the 

beginning of the day and points to the resurrection of Christ as the beginning of new life.  

The hart is beautiful and swift. It is able to escape from its enemies. The hart walks on the 

high places of the earth. We see Jesus wanting the maiden to follow him in all the beauty, victory 

and swiftness of his resurrection life.  

He is leaping across the mountains, bounding over the hills, showing us Jesus in all the 

power of his resurrection and in his victory over the kingdoms of darkness, and the kingdoms of 

this world. The Lord is manifesting his triumph over every power, leaping and skipping over the 

power of the enemy with every thing under his feet.  

He is proclaiming the message that ñOur God Reigns!ò (Isaiah 52:7) He is calling her to 

arise and come along (Song 2:10).  

Oddly, it seems he is approaching her as if he were away from her, outside and not within 

her heart, tenderly drawing her into the wilderness to know her God. He previously revealed 

himself to her as dwelling in her heart, and the last we knew, she was reveling in the joy of his 

presence in a peaceful rest that no outward turmoil could disturb; no voice could unsettle.  

She is now learning to trust him alone, apart from his conscious revelations to her heart. 

Her faith must rest on his character, his faithfulness and his word, rather than on his 

manifestations. She must know that conformity to his likeness is more to him than service.  

T 
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The Lord's Attitude  
The Risen Lord approaches the maiden from without, so that he can draw her attention 

away from her old experiences within.  

She sees that he is like a gazelle, swift in movement, and he is no longer sitting at his 

table, he is standing and he is waiting for some response to his voice; standing, she adds behind 

our wall (Song 2:9). She is not afraid to say our now. She is growing a little bolder in her 

knowledge of him, and is actually proud to think that he is shut in with her in the Banqueting 

House, in the inner retreat of her heart. She thinks that this wall is something he made, but she is 

wrong; she doesnôt realize that this wall will actually hinder the manifestation of him to others. 

Later, he will deal with that part of the old life.  

There has to come a breaking down of the walls (Isaiah 22:5), because there are no walls 

in the resurrected life. Christ broke down the middle wall of partition between man and man, and 

between man and God (Ephesians 2:14-16). He died so that there could be a new creation, one 

new man, brought to complete unity (John 17:23). Every division caused by sin stops in him.  

The wall, which the maiden is calling our wall, must be broken down, if she wants to be 

one with her Lord in his life poured out for others!  

She is still caught up in the revelations of the Banqueting House and is not thinking of 

others, she is too absorbed in her days of heaven on earth; she does not want to look over the 

wall at the men in the valley, men oppressed by sin and bound by demons. She wants to ignore 

the broken hearted in this sorrow-stricken world. Like Peter, she wants to forget about the 

multitude because of the glory of the mount of transfiguration.  

She cannot imprison the Lord behind her wall. He must move in the power of his 

resurrection in the hearts and lives of men. He must liberate the captives and set free those that 

are bound. He must heal the bruised and broken hearted. He must proclaim unto Zion Your God 

Reigns! It for was this that he gave his life. It was for this that he endured the cross. He came to 

destroy the works of the evil one, to render him powerless, and to liberate the sons of men into 

the glorious liberty of the sons of God. He wants her to follow him in the resurrection power.  

For ages, the Lord has looked down ñto hear the groans of the prisoners . . . those 

condemned to deathò (Psalm 102:19-20).  

In those early days of your walk with Christ, when the Holy Spirit first came in all of his 

splendor and the revelation Christ within, when he first overtook your heart, who hasnôt known 

the temptation toward spiritual self-esteem?  

There was the danger of looking on others with pity and unconscious (and sometimes 

conscious) judgment. Maybe there were times when we backed away from our duties, for the 

luxury of retreating to that inward communion with the King. There have been times we were so 

absorbed with him, we never concerned ourselves with those around us. We may have been 

incapable of understanding matters of practical importance, because all the outward things 

seemed only echoes of another world.  

If she will tear down that wall, she will become one of the delivers to set them free 

(Obadiah 21; Romans 8:19-21). You see, we are to look out for the interests of others, and not 

merely our own personal needs and in fact, to have the attitude that was in Christ Jesus who 

ñemptied himself to become a servant.ò We are not to expect ñto be served, but to serve,ò and 

give our life ñas a ransom for many,ò to pay the price to set them free (Philemon 2:4-7; Matthew 

20:28; III John 4; John 17:19; II Corinthians 12:15; 15:28).  
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Looking back in the fuller light of the mountain vision, we see the imperfections of those 

days, and understand why our motherôs sons were incensed against us. They saw the possibility 

of spiritual selfishness, and were afraid the vineyards would suffer.  

Their failure was in not trusting the Lord to finish the work that he had begun, and lead 

his child forward to more Spirit-energized activity in the future.  

The maiden, rejoicing in her loverôs presence behind the wall, fails to notice that his 

whole attitude expresses movement. He stands, as if ready to depart; he looks in the windows of 

her soul; he flashes new rays of light; he glances through the lattice; he shows Himself (Song 

2:9), to allure her to arise and followðbut she is too deeply satisfied with her banqueting house 

experience to understand. Later, as she learns to know the Lord better, she becomes quick of 

scent in his will, and intuitively detects the meaning of his movements; but right now, she is still 

too much in the heavy life of earth to understand anything less than plain language.  

The Call of the Lord  
The maiden has only known the sweetness of communion with the Lord, but very little of 

the power for service or the fierce struggle of spiritual warfare.  

ñIt is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect . . . He enables me to 

stand on the heights . . . He trains my hands for battle . . . gives . . . His shield for victory . . . 

broadens the path beneath my feet . . . caused me to pursue my enemies and crush them . . . You 

armed me with strength for battle; you made my adversaries bow at my feetò (II Samuel 22:33-

40).  

When she finally learns these things, she will see great miracles and deliverance. There 

will be great liberty and victory all around her (Isaiah 35:5-10).  

In the past, the maiden has experienced the Lordôs presence in connection with a certain 

place and certain times in which she sought him out. A certain song, a particular passage of 

Scripture may have stimulated her faith. But she based her realization of his presence on feelings. 

Any impact with the world or daily tasks seemed to trouble her and rob her of any real peace. 

ñThe worries of this life . . . choke out the word, making it unfruitfulò (Mark 4:19).  

The Lord wants her to learn of his ever-abiding presence. He wants to release her spirit to 

touch his Spirit, to be able to fellowship with him not only in times of quietness, but also in times 

of great activity. He wants her to know a communion with him that surpasses feelings, a 

communion of spirit. She has to learn to recognize the King in all the circumstances of her life. 

His presence should be a reality, not only in her prayers, but also in the everyday affairs of her 

life.  

She knows his voice and knows he is speaking directly to her. His language is plain, 

ñRise upò (Song 2:10). What does he mean? He brought her into this rest, he forbade others to 

disturb her, and now he says, ñCome away!ò Where to?  

The time has come for her to learn her identification with the Lord in his death, and her 

union with him in his resurrection life, so that he can tell her plainly of the Father (John 16:25).  

ñI am the way . . . no one comes to the Father except by me . . . I go to the Father . . . you 

will know that I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I in youò (John 14:6,12,20).  

He died so that he could bring us to God (I Peter 3:18). Through the torn veil of his flesh, 

he, the New and Living Way, seeks to lead us to live with him in the Father.  

The King compares the past time of rest to winter (Song 2:13), because inwardly the new 

life in her was being rooted and grounded in love (Ephesians 3:17), to the end that she would be 

strong enough to apprehend, and be fil led to the full measure of all the fullness of God 
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(Ephesians 3:19). During the winter in nature, the sap goes down to the roots, and all outward 

manifestations of life seem to stop.  

It is a time of Sabbath rest, a time when she is not to seek her own ways, but only doing 

the will of God (Isaiah 58:13-14). At all times, we are to avoid making our own plans and simply 

follow his direction for our lives (James 4:13-15).  

The interruption of our own plans causes aggravation and turmoil sets in. If our day is 

subject to the leading of the Spirit, then we cannot be disappointed. It is only seeking our own 

plans, no matter how spiritual they may be, that we step out of Godôs rest.  

But now he is calling her to arise, because the winter is passed; it is the beginning of 

spring time, and the rain of the Spirit has been silently falling and preparing her for his fresh call 

(Song 2:13). He sees the flowers appearing and the need of careful pruning to the growth of 

waste wood.  

He begins to deal more definitely with the outward manner of life, so that it corresponds 

with his inward possession of the heart. He has been doing a deep, silent work in her time of rest. 

She has occupied herself with him, while he has been drawing strong roots into himself, so that 

she will be able to endure the pruning knife in its time.  

His desire is for her to be ña brave warrior, trained for battle and able to handle the 

shield and sword . . . face like that of a lion . . . swift as the gazelles on the mountainsò (II 

Chronicles 12:8) ñThe righteous are as bold as a lionò ñBehold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David has overcome.ò  

ñArise, My friend, and come. You must co-operate with me in all my working; you must 

work out all that I work in, if you are to know me, and the fullest power of my eternal life. Come 

away, and I will lead you to know the Fatherò (inspired by Song 2:10, 13).  

You will know when the Lord is calling you to arise and follow by a deep inward cry to 

know him better awakened within your heart, an unspeakable yearning after God. Desire is 

always Godôs preparation for a fuller communication of himself; it is, so to speak, the vacuum 

for him, the emptiness he can fill.  

During our time of rest, we can say in the quietness of our heart, ñwe who have believed 

have entered into restò (Hebrews 4:3), until we hear the voice of the King saying to us, ñArise 

and come away.ò  

As Jim Elliot once wrote: ñMy Father knows best. Iôm confident that He had placed me 

here; my task is to labor quietly until the pillar-cloud removes and leads farther, working out 

Godôs purposes in Godôs time.ò 
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Covering Song 2:14-16  

THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK 

Outline Covering Song 2:14-16 
 

 

Lover:  My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places on the 

mountainside, show me your face, let me hear your voice; for 

your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.  

Beloved:  Catch for us the foxes. The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, 

our vineyards that are in bloom.  

 

1  The King calls the maiden My Dove (Song 2:14).  

 

Note:  The Lord has spoken before of her eye being as a doveôs eye; here 

he addresses her as her whole being manifesting the full life of the 

Spirit. This is a future position that she has not yet attained.  

 

2 God call into being that which doesnôt exist. He sees us through 

the eyes of faith, seeing what we will become. (Rom. 4:17; Rom. 

8:29).  

 

Note:  Because God sees us through the eyes of faith, we must also see 

others through the eyes of faith, believing and praying for them 

that God will accomplish his work in their lives when they appear 

to fall short.  

 

3.  The maiden is found in the cleft of the rock (Song 2:14)  

 

4.  Jesus is of course the rock (II Sam. 23:3; I Cor. 10:4)  

 

5.  The cleft rock signifies the crucifixion of Jesus (Compare John 

19:33-34 and Ex. 17:6)  

 

6.  Being placed in the cleft of the rock suggests the believer is 

becoming conformed to the death of Jesus (Compare Phil. 3:10 and 

Ex. 33:21-22).  

 

Note:  We see an exhortation from the King that only as the maiden takes 

her place in the death of the Messiah, allowing all to die that is 

contrary to her faith walk with Christ, can she walk in pure 

resurrection life. Only resurrection life makes it through the cross, 

which will inevitably bring the complete death to a life ruled by the 

old nature.  
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7.  If you look further into the metaphor of the Rock, you will 

discover more information about the maidenôs position in the 

Messiah. (A metaphor is like a figure of speech containing an 

implied comparison in which a word or phrase ordinarily used for 

one thing is applied to another).  

 

 Metaphor  Parallel  
A rock is a firm and immovable thing, Nothing can shake those who have building 

good for a strong foundation on a building.  built the foundation of their life from  

         a rock (Luke 6:47-48)  

 

Rocks in ancient times were used for God is our dwelling place as we People 

habitations; hewed out houses in the rocks abide in love ( Psalm 90:1; I John  

  4:16).  

 

A rock can be a high place. It may be buried We are seated with Christ in  

deeply in the ground, yet its high and soaring heavenly places in and are to seek top is 

lifted  far above the surface of the earth.  the things above (Colossians 3:1-4;  

   Revelation 14:1; Ephesians 2:6)  

 

Rocks, being high, are useful for seeing things  Spiritual vision (Hebrews 11:13;  

far off.  John 8:56)  

 

Rocks are strong and were used for defense.  A stronghold and refuge (Psalm 

They are impregnable.    94:22).  

.  

Rocks are durable, permanent and lasting.  Jesus is the same yesterday, today  

There is no removing a rock. They continue and forever (Psalm 90:2; Hebrews  

the same from generation to generation.  13:8) 

 

Rocks yield honey.  The Word (Psalm 19:10).  

 

Precious stones and jewels are the sweat  In Christ are hidden all the treasures of 

rocks. All rich mines of gold and silver are of wisdom and knowledge  

in, among rocks.  (Colossians 2:3; Job 28:-21 Note:  

   This passage in Job is an allegory on  

   wisdom and knowledge).  

Rocks yield oil   The Oil of the Spirit (Job 29:6;  

   Deuteronomy 32:12- 13 Note: Oil  

   symbolizes the anointing oil or the  

 Holy Spirit.)  

 

Rocks yield the purest water, and The river of the water of life  

the most pleasant springs proceed (Revelations 22:1; Ezekiel. 47:1-12) 

from them. No water is as clear as   

that which comes through rocks.  



59 

 

 

Rocks are dangerous to stumble over We must allow God to break us, or or to fall 

on. If a person falls from a else we could be crushed. (Romans large 

rock, he could be crushed.  9:33; I Corinthians 10:12; Matthew   

 21:44)  

  

Application:  
As this maiden takes her place in the cleft rock, what is fleshly and 

carnal will be broken to pieces. In her position in the Rock, she 

will receive heavenly vision and spiritual eyesight to see those 

things afar off. As she makes the Rock her dwelling place, she 

finds herself dwelling in love, dwelling in God. The Rock becomes 

her stronghold, her fortress, and as she dwells there, she lives 

above the circumstances of the earthly life.  

 

As she takes her place in the cleft of the Rock, she sees that the 

promises of God are like honey, and they are sure, steadfast and 

everlasting. In the Rock, she digs deep and finds all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge. The treasures are hidden from birds and 

from men who dwell on the earth, but to her they are revealed. She 

digs deep shafts down in the Rock and searches out the riches that 

are found there. She is able to bring these hidden truths and 

precious stones to the light where they reflect the brilliance of the 

Son. As she dwell in the Rock, it pours oil out upon her head. 

From it, she drinks water as pure as crystal that washes her from 

every spot and wrinkle. Consider the Rock in which she dwells, for 

such is God (Benjamin Keach, Preaching from the Types and 

Metaphors of the Bible, p. 380)  

 

Note:  The Lord is calling the maiden to escape from selfishness into his 

resurrection life. He is asking her to take her place in the cleft 

Rock, the crucified life, so that all that is unrenewed might die. He 

desires for her life to be controlled by his resurrection power. He 

cannot be imprisoned behind her wall, but he must go forth and 

deliver creation. He wants her to move out of her circumstances 

and into him. He desires for her to abide constantly in him 

wherever he may lead.  

 

In these circumstances, there are no bounds of time and place. He 

desires for her to be one with him in his interests and service. He 

wants to bring her out of incomplete union and incomplete 

fellowship into a life of complete fellowship with the King. The 

King is seeking one with whom he can share his heart, his purpose 

and his plans. He is not merely looking for someone who is 

concerned only with his own life and blessing. It is this fellowship 

he desires from her and it is his desire to lead her to it.  
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8.  The Lord portrays the maidenôs union in his resurrection as being 

in the secret place of the steep pathway. (Song 2:14)  

 

Note:  Notice that the steep pathway in other translations is called the 

secret places of the stairs, or the secret of the steep places, or the 

hiding places on the mountainside. This is a call to ascend with the 

risen Christ. Positionally, we are seated with Christ in heavenly 

places with all enemies under our feet, yet there must be an 

experiential working out of these things. There must be a taking of 

our inheritance and a rising above the earthly ways. We must 

ascend upward unto a fuller knowledge of him and be transformed 

from glory to glory.  

 

9.  In Revelations the Bride of Christ is found on a great and high 

mountain (Revelations 21:9-10)  

 

Note:  The maiden got there, as it were, through the secret places of the 

stairs, through the hiding places on the mountainside into his glory 

and inheritance.  

 

10.  In Genesis, we see the picture of Jesus standing at the top of the 

ladder with the promise of inheritance. Between the time Jacob 

received this promise and the time the Israelites took their 

inheritance, there were many stairs to be climbed and many trials 

to be endured (Genesis 28:12-17)  

 

11.  In Ezekiel, there is a picture of the mind of man facing the mind of 

Christ. There must be an ascending of the stairs before the mind 

(gate) can be measured by the measurement of God and found in 

his image. (Ezekiel. 40:2, 6 Note: East represents the mind of 

Christ or an openness toward God. Gate represents the mind of 

man. One is the number of God).  

 

12.  You find the secret places of the steep pathway through the fear of 

God, through sound wisdom that is balanced, through 

understanding parables and the through revelation knowledge 

(Psalm 25:14; Job 11:6; Matthew 13:35; Daniel 2:22 Note: Secret 

also means counsel or intimacy).  

 

13.  Next the Lord brings the little foxes that are ruining the vineyards 

to her attention (Song 2:15)  

 

Note:  Little foxes hide themselves behind the vines. If unnoticed they 

can easily destroy the fruit of the vine. The vines with tender 

grapes may illustrate the beginning of resurrection and ascension 
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life. The fruit of life is full of promise. If unwatched or unguarded 

now, the little things can ruin it all. Therefore, it is very important 

for the vine to have a caretaker so that the little foxes can be caught 

and taken care of.  

 

14.  Some of the little foxes would be foolishness, pride, spreading 

strife and slander, backbiting, anger, laziness, answering too 

quickly, just to name a few (Ecclesiastes 10:1; Proverbs 

16:18,28,32; Proverbs 18:9,13)  

 

Note:  These are just some of the little foxes that spoil the vines. 

Remember that these little foxes hide. These are not necessarily 

grave sins. We must therefore be wise and discerning and have a 

caretaker who is able to help us watch.  

 

15.  In light of this we should listen to counsel and accept discipline 

and rebuke (Proverbs 19:20; Proverbs 20:30; Proverbs 27:5-6).  

 

 

16.  The maiden now regards her relationship with the Lord as a mutual 

belonging to each other (Song 2:16)  

 

Note:  She realizes Godôs love for her, but she sees herself as the center 

of attention and not the Lord. Notice how she says, ñMy Beloved is 

mine.ò Later in the Song, we see her perspective change as she 

says, ñI am by Belovedôs.ò  

 

17.  He pastures his flock among the lilies (Song 2:16)  

 

Note:  The lilies here are those people with dedicated and pure hearts 

toward God. Among such company, the Lord really feeds his 

flock.  

  



62 

 

Covering Song 2:14-16  

THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK 
 

All who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death 

Romans 6:3 

 

 

Lover:  My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places on the 

mountainside, show me your face, let me hear your voice; for 

your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.  

Beloved:  Catch for us the foxes. The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, 

our vineyards that are in bloom ðSong 2:14-16 

 

 

he King had just called the maiden to escape from herself and follow him into the 

resurrection power of the Spirit. Together they would leap upon the mountains, putting all 

their enemies under their feet; together they would set the captives free and loose men 

bound by the curse of sin.  

ñArise, come with me. The rains are over, the flowers appear, the time of pruning is 

comeò (Song 2:10.11.12). Realizing that ñman springs up like a flower and withers away, like a 

fleeting shadow, he does not endureò (Job 14:1,2), and that the Lord ñcuts off every branch that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit, he trims back so that it will be even more 

fruitfulò (John 15:2). We can see that in her natural strength there will be no power to endure, 

because there will be many times of testing and trials, she will have to endure hardship as 

discipline in order to produce a harvest of righteousness (Hebrews 12:7,11).  

The Hidden One:  
Wherever we turn in Godôs Word, we are going to find the story of the Cross presented in 

various types and figures. The rock that Moses struck in the wilderness is a very clear type of 

Jesus, smitten by God because of our sins. We can also see the reference to the Crucified Lord 

when Jehovah said to Moses, ñI will put you in a cleft of the rock, and cover you with my hand 

until I have passed byò (Exodus 33:22).  

So we can easily recognize the same reference to the Cross as the King seems to be 

turning the maidenôs eyes to Calvary, and showing her that she is hidden in his wounded side, 

ñunited with him in his deathò (Romans 6:5).  

She has known him as her Indwelling King; she has had little glimpses of the Cross, and 

even agreed to follow him in the pathway of the Cross. However, she has not fully grasped the 

reality of her position as being buried with Him by baptism into His death. Her old life still holds 

its claim over here. She must learn that the cross stands between her and the world. She has died 

in her Redeemer, in order to be joined to him in his resurrection life.  

It is because we do not understand the two aspects of crucifixion with Christ that we fail 

to realize abundant life in practical experience in our own lives.  

The objective, or the actual finished work of Christ in his death and resurrection, is the 

basis of the subjective work of the Holy Spirit in us.  

T 
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Objectively, the death of Christ was not just a propitiation for sin, but was, in Godôs 

mind, the death of every one that was under the domain of Satan.  

In our position before God we, who have believed on Jesus, are in him, the Cleft Rock, 

united in his death. He became a curse for those that were under the curse, ñGod made him who 

had no sin to be sin for usò (II Corinthians 5:21) so that our accursed Adamic nature would be 

nailed to the Cross with our Substitute, the perfect Lamb of God. We actually died on the Cross!  

Subjectively, it is the work of the Holy Spirit to apply to us the power of Christ's death 

and resurrection in order to bring us into correspondence with our position in Christðcrucified, 

buried, raised and ascended with Christ.  

ñGod made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions and raised us 

up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesusò (Ephesians 2:5,6).  

Do you always act as though you are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms? No? It is 

the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives to put the objective truth into practice subjectively. If life-

out-of-death is going to be know in practical reality, we must see the reality of both the objective 

and subjective aspects of our redemption.  

I could do a whole series of teachings explaining the difference between positional truth 

and temporal truth. Simply stated, your position is where you are in the eyes of God: seated with 

Christ Jesus in the heavenly places for instance; or the fact that you are the very righteousness of 

God in Christ Jesus, but do you always act righteous? No. However, does that change your 

position? No, you are still seated with him.  

Scripture teaches that the Love of God is within our heart. Do you always act loving? 

No? Well, that does not change the fact that the love is still there. You simply need to allow the 

Holy Spirit to develop that area of your life. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to form and shape 

our lives in order to correspond with our position.  

On our part, if we have been brought by the mercy of God to truly hate ourselvesðour 

own life (Luke 14:26) as well as our sinsðand are willing to renounce all that we have, we can 

turn to Calvary. In doing so, we will see that in Christ we are delivered, ñbeing dead to what 

once bound us, we are now releasedò (Romans 7:6).  

In our dependence on the Holy Spirit, we can appropriate the death of Christ as our death, 

and count on the immediate inflow of the life of the Risen Lord to possess us to the fullest 

capacity of our earthen vessel. ñWhere sin once abounded, grace does much more abound.ò 

We can expect the Holy Spirit to bear witness and help us put to death the works of the 

flesh. This will come in ever-increasing power, while he continues to teach us to hate the 

garments spotted by the flesh and to glory in the Cross.  

The Holy Spirit is charged with this work of communicating the resurrection life of 

Christ. He will always cause us to bear about the dying of Jesus to manifest the life of Jesus in 

our mortal flesh, and in the power of that eternal life, energized to work out our salvation with 

fear and trembling.  

 

ñWhen our Lord looked at us, He saw not only what we wereðHe was 

faithful in seeing what we could become! He took away the curse of being and 

gave us the glorious blessing of becomingò. --A.W. Tozer, Who Put Jesus on the 

Cross  

 

The King reminds the maiden of her place in the cleft of the rock; because that is the only 

way he can recognize her.  
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The Lord took Adamôs bride out of his side during his sleep; made her out of his own 

nature and presented to him by her creator. What a beautiful foreshadowing of the mystery of 

Christ and his Church!  

We were planted into Jesus, the second Adam, as he hung on the Cross of Calvary and 

became a curse for us. "One died for all, and therefore all diedò (II Corinthians 5:14). There we 

are; planted in him, baptized into his death, emerging as his Bride, formed by many members, 

taken out of his side during the sleep of death, partaking of his nature, and eventually to be 

presented to him to share his throne.  

 

ñHe raises the poor out of the dust and lifts up the needy from the ash heap to 

make them sit with the noble, and inherit the throne of gloryò --I Samuel 2:8.  

 

ñThen I looked, and there before me was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion 

and with himò those ñwho had His name and His Fatherôs name written on their 

foreheads (or having their minds renewed) . . . those who did not defile 

themselves with women for they are pureò (or separated from a harlot system; see 

II Corinthians 11:2-3; Hosea 2:19-20).  

 

ñThey follow the Lamb wherever He goesò (see John 1:18). They were 

offered as first fruits to God and the Lamb (see: James 1:18). ñNo lie was found 

on their lips; they are blamelessò --Revelations 14:1, 4-5.  

 

He tells his maiden to turn her face toward him and to let him hear her voice in joyful 

response to his call. He sees that her eyes are looking in the wrong direction. He had drawn her 

attention from all the outward things, to his manifested presence at the center of her heart; ñthe 

hope of Glory, Christ in youò he said; but now he wants her to turn toward him, not as in her 

heartðalthough he is thereðbut as his being at his Fatherôs right hand.  

She has been bought with his blood and so her voice is sweet to his ears. He loves to see 

her gaze at him like a sunflower follows the sun, or as the moon at nighttime reflects the light of 

the unseen light of the day.  

The Preoccupi ed Reply:  
She hears his new call, sees his attitude and obeys his call to arise; his command to forget 

the things that are in the past; she listens to his message about the Cross; to his call to turn her 

face toward him, but . . . she does not understand! She is pre-occupied. She evidently has her 

eyes on the vineyard, and its promise of fruit; ñCatch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the 

vineyardsò she says (Song 2:17), She is getting worried that the growth isnôt fast enough, sheôs 

spending too much time trying to keep up the vineyard.  

In his chambers, she realized she spent so much time and energy in active service that she 

neglected her own vineyard. Now she is overreacting and so occupied with her own vineyard, 

she cannot understand his new call. She is afraid that she is going to lose the experience of his 

indwelling, and begins to worry about the vines spoiling.  

Some little foxes that are appearing shock herðlittle manifestations of the old life she 

thought were gone, and gone forever. Had she remained occupied with the Lord, and quickly 

obeyed when he said, ñRise up,ò he would have taken care of the young fruit, and the little foxes. 

He can only manifest his deliverance and strength on our behalf while we are walking in his will.  
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The lit tle foxes always show us that somewhere we have failed to keep step with the 

Lord. Somewhere we have missed his will or failed to understand his voice. We have to deal 

with God over these little foxes quickly because they open the door to great big ones if they are 

not dealt with at once.  

Be careful, because little foxes will hide themselves behind the vines and if they go 

unnoticed, they can easily destroy the fruit of the vine.  

Just like the waves that eat away at the shore, with the destruction so subtle, so gradual, 

that it goes without notice, so these little foxes will eat away at our spiritual life and eventually 

our physical life.  

The little foxes show themselves in our foolishness, pride, spreading strife and slander, 

backbiting, anger, laziness, profanity, complaining, lust, gluttony, discontentment (Ecclesiastes  

10:1; Proverbs 16:18, 28, 32; Proverbs 18:9, 13). These are just a few of the little foxes that spoil 

the vine. I am sure you can think of more yourself. But remember that these little foxes hide. 

They may not be necessarily grave sins, but they can grow to become some pretty nasty beasts. 

We must be wise and discerning and also have a caretaker (a Pastor) who is able to help us 

watch. We need to listen to counsel and accept discipline and rebuke (Proverbs 19:20; 20:30; 

27:5.6).  

The Maiden's focus  
She has finally realized Godôs love for her, yet she sees herself as the center of attention 

and not the Lord. She sees God as primarily belonging to her, rather than her being possessed by 

him. ñMy lover is mineò (Song 2:16). Later in the Song, we will see her perspective change as 

she says, ñI am my lovers.ò  

We also see that the King pastures his flock ñamong the liliesò (Song 2:16), which here 

represents other believers that also have dedicated and pure hearts toward God. It is among these, 

that He really feeds and strengthens His flock.  

You see, it is not enough for us to rest on our old experiences, and to comfort ourselves 

that our Lover is ours, or that he is still in our heart. We have to learn to press on and walk in his 

will in sensitive obedience, if we are going to know the Lord. 
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Covering Song 2:17-3:4  

THE VALLEY OF TROUBLE 

Outline Covering Song 2:17-3:4 
 

 

Beloved:  Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, turn, my lover, and 

be like a gazelle or like a young stag on the rugged hills. All 

night long on my bed I looked for the one my heart loves; I 

looked for him but did not find him. I will get up now and go 

about the city, through its streets and squares; I will search for 

the one my heart loves. So I looked for him but did not find 

him. The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the 

city. óHave you seen the one my heart loves?ô Scarcely had I 

passed them when I found the one my heart loves. I held him 

and would not let him go till I brought him to my motherôs 

house, to the room of the one who conceived me. ò  

 

1.  The Lord had called the maiden to rise up from behind her wall 

and follow him in this resurrection life. But she wants to remain 

separate. (Song 2:17).  

 

Note:  She is saying that she wants to the Lord to turn back and be 

enclosed in her circumstance. She desires to be separated from the 

world until her life is more perfected (until the shadows flee). She 

has preferred to have him hiding behind her own wall. She has 

deliberately chosen to shut herself out from any environment in the 

world, and this at the expense of having the Lord labor there alone 

with her help. The result is an incomplete union with the Lord both 

in his interests and service. Therefore, the Lord employs a new 

method of teaching. (Watchman Nee Song of Songs, pp. 40-41). He 

withdraws the sense of his presence from her that he might draw 

her out of herself into a quest for him. This is the maidenôs for 

awakening to actually going out to the Beloved in his 

circumstances (Hosea 5:15)  

 

2.  Now the maiden begins seeking the Lord (Song 3:1)  

 

Note:  The maiden has begun to seek the Lord. The bed here represents a 

place of spiritual rest. She seeks the Lord in her old retreat but 

seems not to find him. She seeks to recover her past feelings and 

experiences. The shadows have deepened instead fleeing away.  

 

3.  Regarding her service, she must learn to give herself to other, to 

allow her light to shine in darkness. She will learn that the Lord 
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will continually guide her and she will be like a watered garden, a 

spring whose waters do not fail (Isaiah 58:10-11)  

 

4.  Just like Job, she is being tried (Job 23:8-10)  

 

A.  Her first step of Christian experience was to forsake all to 

follow him and to know his cross.  

 

B.  Her second step was to know Jesus as an indwelling reality 

that involved feasting at his banqueting table and enjoying 

deep communion with him.  

 

C.  The third step, which she has not taken yet, is abiding 

constantly in Jesus wherever he may lead. In these 

circumstances there are no bound of time or place.  

 

5.  She is stirred to arise and go find her lover (Song 2:2).  

 

Note:  The Lord has succeeded in his purpose. He has called her to arise 

but she did not obey. By hiding his face, he aroused her. By his 

silence, he has drawn her to seek him diligently. He has broken 

down the wall of reserve and drawn her out of herself.  

 

6.  She is then found by the watchmen (Song 3:3)  

 

Note:  We can find now in the maiden, a new humility and honesty about 

her need for help. She has let down all her walls of pride and self-

sufficiency and sees her need for others in the Body of Christ.  

 

7.  The watchmanôs duty is to warn people. To hear the message of 

the Lord and to give it (Ezekiel 33:2-7)  

 

8.  The maiden must follow and obey the directions of the watchmen 

(Hebrews. 13:7,17)  

 

Note:  The maiden must remember that the watchmen can point out the 

way for her and show her the path, but they cannot seek the Lord 

for her. This she must do herself.  

 

9.  As she follows their instructions, she finds her lover (Song 3:4)  

 

10.  During this experience, the maiden has experience discipline and 

testing which has produced endurance (Hebrews 12:7-10; James 

1:2-4)  

 



68 

 

Note:  The Lord did not test her more than she was able to endure. He 

allowed her to find him and allowed himself to be led by her. The 

motherôs house represents the system of grace; the chamber of 

conception indicated the love of God. God used the principle of 

grace and love to bring her forth. However, because she cannot yet 

completely discern what is of the Spirit and of the soul, the Lord 

meets her at that level. She soulishly clings to him. She must learn 

to rely on the Word of God alone out of a heart of complete trust. 

As she goes on to know him, the maiden will make an important 

discovery: He will not veil his presence from her when she loses 

all thought of herself. In order to dwell in him, as he lived by the 

Father, she must yield up her own life (Jessie Penn-Lewis, Thy 

Hidden Ones, pp. 54-55).  

 

11.  If she endures these times of testing, she will obtain the crown of 

life (James 1:12)  

 

Note:  It is important to notice that this crown of life is given not to those 

who endure until death, but to those who endure through trials, for:  

 

Blessed, happy, to be envied is the man who is patient 

under trial and stands up under temptation. For when he has 

stood the test And been approved, he will receive the 

victorôs crown of life which God has promised to those 

who love him. ðJames 1:12 Amplified Version 
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Covering Song 2:17-3:4  

THE VALLEY OF TROUBLE 
 

I will go and return to My Place,  

until they admit their guilt and seek my face;  

in their misery they will seek me ðHosea 5:15 

 

 

Beloved:  Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, turn, my lover, and 

be like a gazelle or like a young stag on the rugged hills. All 

night long on my bed I looked for the one my heart loves; I 

looked for him but did not find him. I will get up now and go 

about the city, through its streets and squares; I will search for 

the one my heart loves. So I looked for him but did not find 

him. The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the 

city. óHave you seen the one my heart loves?ô Scarcely had I 

passed them when I found the one my heart loves. I held him 

and would not let him go till I brought him to my motherôs 

house, to the room of the one who conceived me.ò ðSong 

2:17-3:4 

 

 

he Lord has called the maiden to rise up from behind her wall and follow him in his 

resurrection Life. However, she wants to remain ñon the hills of separationò (Song 2:17). 

She wants the Lord to turn back and be enclosed in her little world. She wants to be 

separated from the world until her life is more perfected. ñUntil the day breaks and the shadows 

flee awayò (Song 2:17).  

She prefers to have him in hiding behind her own wall. She has deliberately chosen to 

shut herself out from any exposure to the world, and this is at the expense of having the Lord 

labor out there alone without her help. The result is an incomplete union with the Lord in his 

interests and in his service. So, the Lord employs a new method of teaching.  

He had called to her to turn her face toward him, and she started talking about the vines 

and the little foxes. He told her about the secret place in the Cleft of the Rock, and she sank back, 

trying to recapture her old experiences and said, ñMy Lover is mine!ò She evidently cannot yet 

give him the fellowship he is looking for because her only concern is what he is to her.  

He hides himself to see what silence will do. There never would have been any need for 

this if she simply left the vines and foxes to his care and obeyed his call as soon as it came.  

If we would leave ourselves entirely in his hands, and responded to his voice without 

even a hint of hesitation or self-reflection, or any concern for ourselves and our experiences, we 

would be led to ñdwell in the secret place of the Most High!ò  

His silence and the hiding of his face will jerk the slack out her. She is evidently very 

conscious that there is a sudden cloud in their relationship, and she seems to know now that she 

is not yet as fully in union with him and she thought. She is still in the dawn of her spiritual life, 

but it will eventually be ñas the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless dayò (2 Samuel 23:4).  

T 
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A shadow has appeared because of his silence, so she calls out to him to ñturn his face 

toward heròðturn with gazelle-like speed like he used to doðturn on these terrible ñmountains 

of separationò (Song 2:17). The mountain life seems a long way off to her now, and he appears 

to be alone on the mountain while she is in the valley of darkness.  

She may be thinking; ñI thought I was supposed to be the head and not the tail?ò ñWhat 

happened to all my ófaith confessionsô?ò ñIôm going to throw all those teaching tapes back in so-

and-soôs face.ò  

Yet, the psalmist said that even if he did walk through the ñvalley of the shadow of 

death,ò he would ñfear no evil.ò She seems to says that she can endure, ñuntil the dawn appears, 

and all the shadows flee awayò if he will just turn toward her, just to give her one look!  

Does he answer her cry? No . . . ñThe Lord is silent in His loveò (Zephaniah 3:17).  

The Maiden's Decision  
The shadows have gotten darker instead of fleeing away. ñAll night long on my bed I 

looked for the one my heart loves . . . but did not find Himò (Song 3:1). One writer has called this 

the night of faith because that is the only thing she has left. The bed represents a place of spiritual 

rest, and in the spirit, this may be true, but for the maiden it is now the darkest time of night.  

She is trying to find the Lord in all the old retreats but cannot find him. She trying to 

recapture all of her past feelings and experiences. Have you ever gone back to your old High 

School trying to recapture those old memories, or maybe seeing an old flame at a 10-year 

reunion? You canôt do it, they're gone for good. They have slipped away and you are much older, 

much more is required of you.  

Many thoughts are clawing through her mind: ñWell, maybe I should get that old tape 

series out.ò ñMaybe that book I read before will get me out of this rut.ò ñI know, a faith seminar 

or a ócamp meetingô is what I need.ò  

Like Job, she says; ñI go forward, but I cannot perceive Him on the left hand . . . I cannot 

behold Him . . . He hides Himself on the right hand, so that I cannot see Him . . . God has made 

my heart faint . . . Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, nor by the thick darkness that covers my 

faceò (Job 23:8,9,16,17).  

She isnôt silent because of the darkness, no; instead, she will seek him with her whole 

heart (Song 3:2). She is so intent on finding him that all reservations are gone. The wall is falling 

away! She doesnôt care anymore who knows as long as she finds him. She will confess to others 

that he has withdrawn himself from her; she will go talk to the watchmen and ask them if they 

can help her (Song 3:3).  

The suffering is too much to try to keep up appearances, or to try to keep up past 

experiences by more vigorous testimonies. She has to be honest. Who cares what people think of 

her! She has to find him! Any sense of pride and self-sufficiency has been cast aside.  

He succeeded in his purpose. He called her to arise, but she did not obey. By hiding his 

face he woke her up from her lethargy; by his silence, he drew her to seek him diligently; by 

prolonging his apparent absence, he broke down the wall of reserve and drawn her out of herself.  

He watched her looking for him in all the old places. He noted her desolation, but gave 

no sign of his presence. He saw she was rushing back and forth, up and down, to this place or 

that place, expecting to obtain blessings like the old days, but he didnôt use the old instruments, 

or even instruct the much loved watchmen with an answer that really met her need.  

The watchmenôs responsibility is to warn the people; to hear the message of the Lord and 

give it (Ezekiel 33:2-7), and so many times we run off to a conference or a meeting of some kind 
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hoping that the superstar will have Godôs word for us. Although, the Lord did not use him this 

time.  

The Lord was silent in his love. Because he wanted to lead her on to know him fully, he 

allowed her to think he was gone. ñHe doesnôt afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of menò 

(Lamentations 3:33).  

With great joy, he saw his purpose fulfilled. His maiden finally decided to rise up to seek 

Him. He saw her intensity of purpose and her determination to find him at the cost even of her 

reputation in the religious world. Who cares what people think of you now? You have to find the 

King!  

While Jesusô disciples were in the midst of a storm on the lake, scripture tells us that ñhe 

was about to pass by themò (Mark 6:48) in order to draw out their cry of need; On the road to 

Emmaus, he ñacted as if he was going fartherò (Luke 24:28), so that they would urge him to stay 

longer.  

4ÈÅ -ÁÉÄÅÎȭÓ 2Å×ÁÒÄ  
Itôs amazing how just one small step often stands between freedom and us. Everything 

around the maiden had failed and in utter helplessness and desperation, she throws herself on 

God. Many times it seems it takes some great need, some desperation point, before we are set 

free from our pride and self-sufficiency. As one man has said, ñWe will never be moved to 

change until our yawn becomes a scream.ò As long as we are able to maintain the outer wall and 

cover our failures, hide our deepest feelings, and live in secret through all of Godôs pruning, we 

will remain within the rigid limits of our narrow selves.  

The maiden was running all over trying to find her lover and finally, after she let go of all 

her pre-conceived ideas of his working and finally became still and left the means of blessing to 

him, did she find him. ñScarcely had I passed them when I found the One my heart lovesò (Song 

3:4).  

To come out of our self, is to be so broken that we lose all thought of self-interest, self-

complacency, self-glory, self-appropriation. To rise and seek him, is the pouring out at his feet 

the cry of our heart, the furnace of intense desire being awaken by the Holy Spirit; the vacuum 

ready for God to fill.  

To find him, simply means our earnest seeking has given place to quiet resting on the 

Word of the Lord, ñ(You) are in the clefts of the Rock,ò and turning our eyes toward him as the 

Living One.  

In an outburst of joy the maiden said that she ñfound him,ò and added, ñI held him and 

would not let him goò (Song 3:4).  

Through this time of discipline and testing, the Lord never allowed her to experience 

more than she was able to endure. He allowed her to find him and even allowed himself to be led 

by her. ñI held him and would not let him go until I had brought him to my motherôs house, to the 

room of the one who conceived meò (Song 3:4). The motherôs house represents grace and the 

room indicates the love of God. God used the principle of grace and his love to bring her out. But 

because she canôt discern the difference between what is of the Spirit and of the soul, he meets 

her at that level. She soulishly clings to him. She still has to learn to rely on the Word of God 

alone out of a heart of complete trust.  

As she goes on to know him, she will make a very important discovery; He will never 

veil his presence from her whenever she loses all thought of herself.  

It is not for her to cling to him. To grasp is to lose in the things of God. He will stay only 

if we will trust ourselves to him, and learn to let him go as he wills. He is like Aslan in the 
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Narnian Chronicles from C. S. Lewis; ñHeôll be coming and going . . . One day youôll see him 

and another you wonôt. He doesnôt like being tied down ... Only you mustnôt press him. Heôs 

wild, you know. Not like a tame lion.ò We are not to watch and rest on his manifestations, but to 

trust him and rely on his word alone. 
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Covering Song 3:5-5:8  

PAINFUL LOVE 
 

 Stage of Love  How We See Ourselves  How Jesus Sees Us  
 Painful Love (3:6-5:8)  ñI sleep but my heart is awakeéò (5:2) Spotless (4:7) 

  (Unprepared)  Ravishes His Heart (4:9)  

 

 Revelation of the Man (Jesus)  
 In a word  More Detailé  
 1Warrior  He is seen as the anointed man of war  

     and the Brideôs husband  

    (entered into fullness  

     of covenant relationship ï 3:6-11)  

 

Having been mightily blessed and deeply loved, and then had her selfishness exposed, the 

Beloved comes to her as a Mighty Warrior to take her deeper into Covenant relationship with 

Him (this is where they have their Espousals (Marriage) and we see the Wedding Procession).  

Although it is a joyful occasion, there is much pain as she has to leave many things that 

have been dear to her (childhood home etc..) and learn to open herself up, like a closed garden 

letting itôs beautiful fragrance go forth to bless many. This time she actually ventures forth 

further and receives painful blows from those who have helped her before. But she seems willing 

to endure pain just to break forth out of her comfort zones to follow the one she loves.  

This section speaks of a time in our relationship with Jesus where we make the decision 

to step out with Him, following Him no matter what the cost. He will fight on our behalf and 

give us all the affirmation we need just to open us up to Him and to the World.  

Also this section shows the need for óadjustmentô for newly weds. The man must help the 

woman leave behind her childhood home and cleave to him (see Genesis 2:24). Also the man is 

seen to be a strong lead and an example (Warrior) for her to follow in the painful time of 

adjusting to a new life. Much affirmation of her physical beauty and personality is needed at this 

time (Song 4:1-11).  
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Covering Song 3:5-11  

TRANSFIGURATION, A LIFE OF INTIMATE UNION 
 

And all of us, as with unveiled face, because we continued to behold in the 

Word of God as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being 

transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one 

degree of glory to another; For this comes from the Lord Who is the Spirit. 

ðII Corinthians 3:18 Amplified Version 

Outline Covering Song 3:5-11 
 

 

Lover:  Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by 

the does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so 

desires. 

 

Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of smoke, 

perfumed from all the spices of the merchant? Look! It is 

Solomonôs carriage, escorted by sixty warriors, the nobles of 

Israel, all of them wearing the sword, all experienced in battle, 

each with his sword at his side, prepared for the terrors of the 

night.  

 

King Solomon made for himself the carriage: he made it of 

wood from Lebanon. Its posts he made of silver, its base of 

gold. Its seat was upholstered with purple, its interior lovingly 

inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.  

 

Come out, you daughters of Zion, and look at King Solomon 

wearing the crown, the crown with which his mother crowned 

him on the day of his wedding, the day his heart rejoiced.  

 

Note:  As we saw in the previous study, the maiden has experienced many 

dark nights of trial because of disobedience to follow the Lordôs 

call. The Lord had to employ other methods to draw her out of 

herself. Sins are relative. To the one that walks in close union with 

the Lord, even the very smallest act of unfaithfulness becomes 

great. A sin which a stranger would regard as trivial would appear 

a serious crime to the trusted servant. Others may be content with 

being kept from what is considered gross sin, but an obedient heart 

that seeks to walk in unbroken communion with him cannot excuse 

even the smallest act of disobedience or insensitivity to Godôs will.  

 

1.  There is a parallel to be seen between the experience of the maiden 

and apostate Israel. The Lord said of Israel that he would ñallure 
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her . . . lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her . . . I will 

make the Valley of Achor (trouble) a door of hope. There she will 

sing as in the days of her youth, as in the days she came up out of 

Egypt.ò After the times of troubles there is renewed hope and joy. 

(Hosea 2:14-15).  

 

2.  After her wilderness experience, she now relates to the Lord as her 

husband, instead of her master (Hosea 2:16, 19)  

 

Note:  After the period of rest commanded by the Lord in Song 3:5, the 

daughters see the betrothed one emerging from the wilderness. She 

who had been desolate, broken and weeping is now appearing with 

the glory of God on her (Jessie Penn-Lewis, Thy Hidden Ones, p. 

43).  

 

3.  All the daughters see her coming out of the wilderness (Song 3:6)  

 

4.  When Jesus came out of the wilderness testing, he came out in the 

power of the Spirit (Luke 4:13-14)  

 

Note:  It is important to remember that the Israelites wandered for 40 

years because of unbelief, murmuring and complaining. It took 

Jesus 40 days. It was never Godôs will for the Israelites to wander 

in the wilderness. It was his plan to lead them straight through it 

into the promised land. He became so aggravated with them 

because of their constant complaining the he destroyed that 

generation and raised up another one to take the inheritance.  

 

Likewise, we can take ten years to learn one yearôs lesson, or we 

can take one year to learn ten years; lessons. This all depends on 

our attitudes during the testing. We can either walk forward 

through the valley of trouble in faith and confidence with a glad 

heart, or we can be dragged through with heel marks all the way. If 

we choose the later, it is doubtful we will ever walk in the fullness 

of what God intends for us. We also risk the chance of grieving the 

Spirit of God and being set aside.  

 

5.  Those that complained and ñmurmuredò in the wilderness were 

destroyed (Numbers 14:20-45  

 

6.  Not only the ones that complained were destroyed, but their 

children, as well (Numbers 14:33)  

 

Note:  In the maiden we see one who is faithful. She passes through the 

nights of trial and comes out of the wilderness with a glad heart.  

 



76 

 

7.  As she comes up out of the wilderness, she is compared to a 

column of smoke (Song 3:6)  

 

8.  In other references, you will see a column, or pillar, of smoke. For 

instance: God led Israel with a pillar of smoke; at the outpouring of 

the Spirit, there were billows of smoke; and the prayers of the 

saints go up before God with the smoke of the incense  

 

Note:  This passage in the Song presents a beautiful picture of the maiden 

coming up from the wilderness of testing being filled with the 

power of God and being continually led by his Spirit. We also find 

the maiden moving in the ministry of intercession as her prayers 

ascend upward to God (Watchman Nee, Song of Songs).  

 

9.  The maiden is perfumed with Myrrh, Frankincense and all the 

scented powders of the merchants (Song 3:6)  

 

Note:  Myrrh is used to symbolize three things in particular:  

 

a.  It is an embalming spice. This denotes the maidenôs union 

with Jesus in his death. ñI have been crucified with Christ; 

and it is no longer I who lives, but Christ lives in meò 

(Galatians 2:20)  

 

b. It is a beautifying ointment which takes away wrinkles. She 

is being washed in the water of the Word so that she might 

be without spot or wrinkle.  

 

c. It is the principle ingredient in the holy anointing oil of 

Aaron. She has been anointed by the Holy Spirit to be a 

priest unto God.  

 

10.  Frankincense is a fragrant spice, used in making the priestly 

incense that was to be burned before the Lord. This refers to the 

intercessory prayer life of the priest (Revelations 8:3-4)  

 

Note:  Her life is fragrant with the fruits and graces of the Spirit of God.  

 

11.  All those watching this scene, see the traveling litter, or couch, of 

Solomon (Song 3:7)  

 

Note:  The traveling couch of Solomon was a litter on which Solomon 

was carried and could rest while he was traveling. This speaks of 

the believer having entered into a measure of spiritual rest in her 

walk with the Lord.  
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12. Not combining the Word you hear, with faithðas well as flat out 

disobedienceðwill prevent you from entering Godôs rest 

(Hebrews 4:1-6)  

 

13.  This entering into Godôs rest, is ceasing from your own works and 

efforts, just as God rested from his (Hebrews 4:9-11)  

 

14.  The sixty men who surround Solomonôs traveling couch are the 

mighty men of Israel, wielders of the sword and experts in war 

(Song 3:7-8)  

 

Note:  These men are also symbolic. Sixty men, or threescore men, would 

be 3 x 20. the number twenty is the number of expectancy:  

ð Twenty years Jacob waited to get possession of his wives  

ð Twenty years Israel waited for a deliverer from Jabinôs 
oppression  

ð Twenty years the Ark of the Covenant waited at Kiriath-

jearim.  

ð Twenty years Solomon was waiting for the completion of 

two houses.  

 

Three is the number of fullness or divine completion:  

ð Godôs attributes ð omniscience, omnipresence, 

omnipotence  

ð Time ð past, present, future  

ð Human capability ð thought, word, deed  

ð Kingdoms ð animal, vegetable, mineral  

(E. W. Bullinger, Numbers in Scripture)  

 

These sixty men speak to us of those believers who are waiting in 

expectancy for God to complete his divine plan. They are full of 

faith and hope. They are not ignorant of the devices of the enemy. 

They have taken on the full armor of God by which they stand 

against the wiles of the devil. They are armed with the sword of the 

Spirit which is the Word of God. They are watchful and stand 

fearlessly in the presence of God. They exercise discernment in 

regards to the devices of the enemy.  

 

15.  The Kingôs throne is created from the timbers of Lebanon. It was 

posts of silver and the back (support) is made of Gold. There is a 

seat of purple fabric and the interior is lovingly fitted by the 

daughters of Jerusalem.  

 

The symbolism:  

 Timber or cedar of Lebanon ð Saints  

 Silver ð Redemption  
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 Gold ð Divine Nature  

 Purple ð Kingly Authority  

 (Lockyer, All the Prophecies of the Bible)  

 

The Kingôs throne speaks of the life where Jesus dwells inwardly 

as Lord and King. The Kingôs chair then represents those saints, 

who having been redeemed through the blood of Jesus, are being 

supported and filled with the likeness of Christ, and his Kingly 

authority is being exercised through all whose lives are under the 

Lordship of Jesus.  

 

16.  The phrase, ñits interior lovingly inlaid by the daughters of 

Jerusalem,ò suggest the Body of Christ being fitly joined together 

(Ephesians. 4:15-16)  

 

17.  This procession coming up out of the wilderness is proclaimed to 

be a wedding dayðthe day of the Kingôs gladness of heart (Song 

3:11)  

 

Note:  Here is the entrance of the maiden into close communion with the 

King. She has become betrothed to him in faithfulness, in loving-

kindness and compassion, in righteousness and justice; betrothed 

to him forever. Here is where the one who goes on to know the 

Lord experiences what is meant by the verse, ñThe one who joins 

himself to the Lord is one spirit with himò (I Corinthians 6:17). The 

maiden, as she seeks him, begins to enter into a union with him 

that can only be known by those who are ñmarried to him who 

made the heavens and the earth.ò Just as earthly marriage is the 

beginning of two lives being blended together; the beginning of 

two people discovering and learning to know one another, so it is 

with those who are married to the Lord. In this relationship, Jesus 

begins to share with his Bride his love, his thoughts, his plans and 

his purposes in the earth. He provides for her every need. This is 

the beginning of intimate union with Jesus in the life of the 

believer and the beginning of deep knowledge of him.  

 

This bridal union is a spiritual relationship with Jesus that we are 

not waiting to receive someday when he comes, but it is a place in 

the Spirit we can enter now! We see Jesus demonstrating this 

relationship with the Father when he came up from the wilderness 

in the power of the Spirit. Jesusô prayer for those who believed in 

him was that they might experience the intimate oneness with 

himself and each other which is their right as his bride.  

 

That they all may be one just as you, Father, are in me and I in you . . .  I 

made known your name to them and revealed your character, and I will continue 
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to make you known, that the love which you have bestowed upon me may be in 

themðfelt in their heartsðand that I may be in them ðJohn 17:21a, 26  

 

And you shall call me ñIshi,ò That is ñmy husband,ò For your husband is 

your maker, whose name is the Lord of hosts. You will be called, ñMy delight is 

in her,ò and your land, ñmarried,ò and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

so your God will rejoice over you. ðPortions of Hosea and Isaiah 

 

It is to this intimate union that God desires to bring you, that 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God. And the Spirit 

and the bride say, ñCome!ò And let he one who is thirsty come; 

. . . take the water of life without cost. ðRevelation 22:17 
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Covering Song 3:5-11  

THE POWER OF RESURRECTION 
 

And all of us, as with unveiled face, because we continued to behold in the 

Word of God as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being 

transfigured into his very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one 

degree of glory to another; For this comes from the Lord Who is the Spirit. ðII 

Corinthians 3:18 Amplified Version 

 

Having been buried with him . . . you were also raised with him through faith 

in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. ðColossians 2:12 

 

 

Lover:  Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by 

the does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so 

desires. 

 

Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of smoke, 

perfumed from all the spices of the merchant? Look! It is 

Solomonôs carriage, escorted by sixty warriors, the nobles of 

Israel, all of them wearing the sword, all experienced in battle, 

each with his sword at his side, prepared for the terrors of the 

night.  

 

King Solomon made for himself the carriage: he made it of 

wood from Lebanon. Its posts he made of silver, its base of 

gold. Its seat was upholstered with purple, its interior lovingly 

inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.  

 

Come out, you daughters of Zion, and look at King Solomon 

wearing the crown, the crown with which his mother crowned 

him on the day of his wedding, the day his heart rejoiced ð

Song 3:5-11 

 

 

nce again, the Risen Lord forbids the daughters to touch anyone so entirely in his care. 

He knows what she has suffered in the anguish of his apparent withdrawal and the agony 

of her self-reproach over the least unfaithfulness or self-absorption.  

It has been said that sins are relative. ñThe more a soul is favored, the greater the gifts 

entrusted, the closer its union with its Lord . . . the greater is the sin of the very least and 

apparently most trifling unfaithfulness. An act which in a stranger would be nothing, in a trusted 

servant would be a crimeò (Andrew Jukes, The Names of God)  

Others may be content with being held back from what is visibly and grossly sin, but the 

obedient heart, seeking to walk with him in unbroken communion, cannot excuse the faintest 

disobedience or lack of sensitivity to his will.  

O 
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The Lord knows all this, and again gives his loved one a time of rest, in case, as he says, 

ñthe spirit should faint away before meò (Isaiah 57:16).  

He knows, too, that the Spirit must strengthen his purchased one with might before he 

can lead her further. He again speaks to the eager daughters and bids them not to disturb her rest, 

for he has allured her into the wilderness to speak comfortably to her. The valley of trouble will 

prove to be the door through which she will pass to a fuller union with her Lord. There she will 

learn to call him, Ishi (husband) instead of Baali, (master) and she ñshall sing thereò (Hosea 

2:14-16, 20).  

The children of the Lord need to allow him to care for his own! He has redeemed each 

one of us at such a tremendous cost. He will deal with each one tenderly, according to their need 

and to their character. They are safe in his pierced hands. ñA bruised reed he will not break and a 

smoldering wick he will not snuff outò (Isaiah 42:3).  

The Transfigured Soul  
After the period of rest is over, they see the maiden emerging from the wilderness. When 

others see her, they are amazed and glorify the God they see in her.  

They knew all about her time of sorrow. They saw her running through the streets in 

pursuit of her lover. They had seen her asking the watchmen for their help. Her friends look at 

her and exclaim, ñWho is this?ò What a change has taken place! Not too long ago, she was 

desolate, broken, weeping, but now she is a transfigured soul, and the days of her mourning have 

ended. She is coming out of the wilderness with the glory of the Lord seen upon her.  

They compare her to a pillar of smoke. The same expression used by the prophet Joel in 

describing Godôs wonders in the days when he will pour out his Spirit (Joel 2:28-30).God is also 

manifested in a ñpillar of cloudò (Exodus 13:22) when he went in front of his people. The 

inference is that as the believer emerges from the wilderness, they will manifest the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the wall that hid her indwelling Lord from others will be broken down.  

It is worth going through the wilderness for this! It is worth the cost of the apparent 

forsaking by the Lord, to come out perfumed with myrrhðwith the fragrance that alone can 

come from fellowship with him of whom it is written, ñIt was the Lordôs will to crush him and 

cause him to sufferò (Isaiah 53:10). She is also melted; no longer hard and unbending, but tender 

and broken with his love; so pliable and yielding to his will that he compares her to frankincense, 

a liquid distilled gum. Others are broken at God's feet because of the melting power of Gods love 

manifested through her.  

The Victorious Soul  
The daughters exclaim, ñWho is this?ò and then they add, ñLook! It is the liter of 

Solomon!ò  

They see a triumphal procession emerging from the wilderness: the palanquin of the King 

guarded by mighty men equipped for war. Historically, this refers to Jesus emerging from his 

conflict with Adversary in the wilderness.  

The believer united to the Conqueror of Calvary shares in his triumph over principalities 

and powers. At his cross he put them to open shame (Colossians 2:14-15). Living in the 

victorious Lord, she is carried to safety over all the pitfalls and wiles of the devil, for she is 

encompassed by angels of light, mighty men, who are expert in war against the legions of 

darkness (see Revelations 12:7-11). These legions of darkness are wicked spirits who attack, 

always in the dark and suddenly, when the believer passes through a night of trial.  
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The God-Possessed Soul  
We see a description of the vehicle the King travels, rather than of the King, himself. It is 

pointing to the believer who is now a ñhabitation of God through the Spiritò (Eph 2:22).  

The Daughters of Jerusalem have seen the Glory of the Lord on the Maiden as she is 

united with him in his resurrection and seated with him in heavenly places. They see that she is 

entirely his workmanship. Having spoken of his royal litter, they now describe this car of state, 

made my the Lord, himself. It is a palanquin for his own personal use, prefiguring the believer 

who the Lord has transformed for his own habitation.  

The wood of Lebanon speaks of her humanityðñthe earthly house of our bodily frameò 

(II Corinthians 5:1); the ñpillars of silverò of her redemption at Calvaryðredeemed by the blood 

of Christ; the ñgoldò of the Divine Life of her indwelling Lord; the ñpurple seatò of his throne as 

King. He rejoices in making the place of his feet glorious, so his temple is paved with the love of 

the daughters of Jerusalem.  

The Crowned Christ  
The Daughters of Zion are told to see the conqueror of Calvary with another crown on his 

Royal brow. The redeemed one is now ña crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, a royal 

diadem in the hand of (her) Godò (Isaiah 62:3).  

These daughters may refer to those of whom it is written, ñYou have come to Mount Zion, 

the city of the Living Godò (Hebrews 12:22)ðbelievers who have already been brought into 

union with the glorified Lord; overcomers upon whom he has written the name of the city, the 

new Jerusalem (Revelation 3:12); members of the Bride, who rejoice to see the Bride-spirit in 

other believers, and are glad for the gladness of his heart. 
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Covering Song 4:1-5  

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION 
 

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; And your ears, because they 

hear. For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see 

what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

ðMatthew 13:16-17  

Outline Covering Song 4:1-5 
 

 

Lover:  How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your 

eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of 

goats descending from Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like a 

flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each 

has itôs twin; not one of them is alone. Your lips are like a 

scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your 

veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the 

tower of David, built with elegance; on it hang a thousand 

shields, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are 

like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelle that browse among 

the lilies.  

 

Note:  As we saw in the previous study, the believer has become to the 

Lord a crown of beauty. His Bride has become a royal diadem 

upon his head. There follows a praise to the Bride from the lips of 

the King, describing the beauty of the New Creation. There are 

seven attributes described here which point to the spiritual 

perfection of the New Creation. The beauty of the Bride is spoken 

of in natural terms, yet as we look into the parable, we receive 

spiritual insight and understanding of the attributes of the New 

Creation of God and of the individual believer who is going on in 

maturity to know the Lord.  

 

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; And your 

ears, because they hear. For truly I say to you, That many 

righteous prophets and righteous men desired to see what 

you see, and did not see it; And to hear what you hear, and 

did not hear it. ðMatthew 13:16-17  

 

I.  The Eyes  
 

1.  The first feature of the Bride the King mentions are her 

eyes being like doves behind her veil (Song 4:1)  
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Note:  The King, seeing the presence of the Holy Spirit, 

represented by the dove in the eyes of the Bride, sees her as 

the temple of the Holy Spirit. The eyes like doves point to 

spiritual insight. The ability to perceive things in the Spirit 

is one of the most prominent features in those going on to 

maturity. Dovesô eyes, too, can only focus on one thing at a 

time. The maiden, likewise, has single vision: eyes only 

focused on Jesus and his will.  

 

2.  Paul prayed that we may have such spiritual insight: ñI keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 

so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes 

of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably 

great power for us who believeò (Ephesians 1:17-19).  

 

3.  He also said that ñthe god of this age has blinded the minds 

of unbelievers, so that cannot see the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of Godò (II 

Corinthians 4:4)  

 

Note:  In contrast, the maiden is described as one whose eyes have 

been opened to see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

God.  

 

4.  Genesis tells us that Leahôs eyes were weak (Genesis 

29:17).  

 

5.  However, Rachel was beautiful of form and face and Jacob 

love her more that Leah (Genesis 29:17-18, 30)  

 

Note:  Jacob, who represents a type of Jesus, fulfilled his lawful 

duty to Leah. Yet, he loved Rachel more. Rachel represents 

those who are strong in spiritual things and those who walk 

in holiness before the Lord. Beauty in the scripture often 

represents holiness.  

 

6.  This spiritual insight, or doveôs eyes are developed in our 

life by being accustomed to the word of righteousness and 

protecting it, partaking of the solid food, or strong meat of 

the word (Hebrews 5:13-14)  
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Note:  In Ephesians 4:13 we are told that we are all being built up 

until we become a mature man and reach the measure of 

the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  

 

7.  In Amos we see the Lord measuring his people with a 

plumb line (Amos 7:7-8)  

 

Note:  A plumb line, according to Webster Dictionary, is a weight 

on the end of a line used especially by builders to show 

vertical direction.  

 

8.  In Zechariah there is a description of this plumb line as 

having seven eyes on the plummet stone which are the 

seven eyes of the Lord that search throughout the earth 

(Zechariah 4:9-10; Zechariah 3:9)  

 

Note:  Jesus is measuring his people by the plumb line of 

complete spiritual insight. (The number seven means 

completion, or spiritual perfection). In Isaiah we find out 

what this measurement is.  

 

9.  The seven eyes, or seven spirits of God to which Jesus 

desires his Church to measure up to are the Spirit of 

Wisdom, the Spirit of Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel, 

the Spirit of Strength, the Spirit of Knowledge, the Fear of 

the Lord, and quick understanding (Revelations 5:6; Isaiah 

11:2-3)  

 

Note:  For those with NAS Bibles, verse 3 of Isaiah 11 reads in 

the King James version, ñand shall make him of quick 

understanding in the fear of the Lord . . .ò  

 

10.  In Ezekiel there is a symbolic description of the 

overcomers with spiritual insight as being full of eyes 

(Ezekiel 1:18)  

 

Note:  Finally, these eyes are behind the Brideôs veil. The people 

of this world cannot see or understand what a believer with 

spiritual insight sees. Spiritual perceptions must be hidden 

from the world. Some believers flippantly, and without 

discrimination, express the things that they have received 

from the Spirit of God. In contrast, we see that the eyes of 

the Bride are veiled, lest she cast her pearls before swine or 

cast what is holy to the dogs.  

 

II.  The Hair  



86 

 

 

1.  The King describes the Brideôs hair as a flock of goats that 

have descended from mount Gilead (Song 4:1)  

 

2.  Hair signifies separation unto God (Numbers 6:1-5)  

 

3.  Samsonôs separation unto God was the secret of his 

strength. When his hair was cut, or his separation unto God 

was broken, his strength left him and he became like any 

other man (Judges 16:17)  

 

Note:  So it is in the life of the Bride. The strength of God is 

manifested only as she remains separated unto his will and 

for his pleasure.  

 

4.  The hair of the Bride is described as a flock of goats that 

have descended from Mount Gilead. Mt. Gilead was the 

mountain on which the sheep and goats grazed, awaiting 

sacrifice in the temple. Goats were given for burnt offerings 

and peace offerings (Leveticus 1:10, 3:6)  

 

Note:  The burnt offerings and the peace offerings were fellowship 

offerings. They were freewill offerings to the Lord. The 

burnt offering symbolized the entire surrender to God of 

the individual. As a man gave the offering voluntarily, he 

was offering up his own body as a living sacrifice to live a 

life pleasing to God. The peace offering was a sacrifice 

offered in communion with God, given on behalf of those 

who desired a closer fellowship with God. Consequently, 

the reference to the maidenôs hair being like a flock of 

goats points to a consecrated and dedicated offering of 

ourselves to the Lord. In such a dedication lies the strength 

and obedience of the believer. (Lockyer, All The Messianic 

Prophecies of the Bible)  

 

5.  Scripture promise that the eyes of the Lord search 

throughout the earth to strengthen (or strongly support) 

those whose hearts are fully committed to him (II 

Chronicles 16:9)  

 

6.  Goat hair was used in the curtains for a tent over the 

tabernacle (Exodus 26:7)  

 

Note:  The tabernacle in the wilderness was where God met Israel. 

The curtains of goat hair or skin covered the place where 

God met with man and designated the meeting place of 
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those set apart for God. The reference to the maidenôs hair 

being as a flock of goats could suggest that her life is a 

place where God is tabernacling and that she is being built 

together with other members of the Body as a dwelling of 

God in the Spirit (Lockyer, All the Messianic Prophecies of 

the Bible).  

 

7.  The first thing said about the Bride of Christ in Revelation 

is, ñBehold, the tabernacle of God is among menò 

(Revelations 21:2-3)  

 

III.  The Teeth  
 

1.  The Brideôs teeth are compared to a flock of newly shorn 

ewes that have come up from their washing, all of which 

bear twins (Song 4:2)  

 

Note:  The teeth indicate the ability to appropriate food. This 

reference denotes the ability to receive and appropriate the 

provision of the Lord and to partake of the strong meat of 

the Word.  

 

2.  Those who eat the strong meat of the Word are those who 

are accustomed to the Word of Righteousness, are mature 

and those who, because of practice, have their senses 

trained to discern good and evil (Hebrews 5:13-14)  

 

Note:  According to the Song, the teeth are seen as a flock of 

shorn ewes which have come up from their washing.  

 

3.  This obviously refers to the washing of the water of the 

Word of God (Ephesians 5:26)  

 

Note:  As we receive the Word and meditate on it, our mind is 

washed and renewed. Taking the teeth to signify the mind, 

we discover that these ewes coming up from their washing 

signify that the mind of the Bride has been washed in the 

water of the Word and has been transformed, sanctified 

and cleansed.  

 

4.  These ewes have been newly shorn of the their wool (Song 

4:2)  

 

5.  Wool suggests the earthly life that the Lord has cursed 

(Ezekiel. 44:17-18; Genesis 3:17-19)  
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Note:  The priests who minister to the Lord within the veil were 

not allowed to enter wearing any woolen garments or with 

anything that caused sweat. Wool suggests the earthly life 

that the Lord has cursed. The ewes shorn of their wool, 

which caused them to be deceptive in size and weight, 

describes the renewed mind which has been shorn of the 

wisdom of the world, freed from the curses of this earth and 

renewed in the wisdom and knowledge of God.  

 

6.  The Song speaks of each tooth having a twin. As we have 

taken the teeth to signify the mind renewed in the wisdom 

of God, the twins represent balance, for wisdom has two 

sides (Job 11:5-6; Ecclesiastes 7:18)  

 

Note:  Twins speaks to us of the balance of wisdom as the believer 

grows in the wisdom and knowledge of God. The believer 

has learned to hold fast to former truths while she is 

grasping and learning to walk in new truth and 

understanding..  

 

7.  Earlier we learned that the Bride was feasting at King 

Solomonôs table and eating the strong meat found there. 

The strong meat is meant for the spiritually mature 

(Hebrews 5:14)  

 

8.  Jesus said that his meat was doing the Fatherôs will (John 

4:34)  

 

9.  When King Solomon became king, he did not ask for riches 

or honor, but for wisdom to rule his people. So God gave 

him wisdom and great discernment and breadth of mindð

like the sand that is on the seashore (I Kings 4:29-30)  

 

Note:  This is a beautiful picture of the renewed mind, full of the 

balance of wisdom and discernment.  

 

IV.  The Lips  
 

1.  The King described her lips as being like a scarlet thread 

and her mouth being lovely (Song 4:3)  

 

2.  A scarlet thread is also mentioned in the story of Rahab and 

the thread brought redemption to Rahab and to her 

household (Joshua 2:18-19)  
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Note:  In comparison, the lips of the Bride brings redemption and 

deliverance to men.  

 

3.  The lips speak of preaching the gospel, announcing peace 

and salvation, saying to Zion, ñYour God reigns!ò and 

shouting joyfully (Romans 10:14-15; Isaiah 52:7-10)  

 

Note:  The lips of the Bride are not only speaking of redemption 

to others, but her lips themselves have been redeemed and 

brought under the Lordship and cleansing of Jesus..  

 

4.  In contrast, the unbelievers who reject the authority of 

Jesus have flattering lips and a tongue speaking great 

things. Their lips are their own and they do not submit to 

the Lordship of Jesus (Psalm 12:3-4)  

 

5.  Because the Bride truly loves her Lord, she meditates on 

his Word day and night. As a result her lips overflow with 

the Word of God. They are pure words; as silver tried in a 

furnace on the earth, refined seven times (Psalm 12:6).  

 

6.  No lie is found in the mouth of an over comer and they are 

blameless (Revelations 14:4-5)  

 

 

7.  James taught that if anyone does not stumble in what he 

says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body 

(James 3:2)  

 

V.  The Temples  
 

1.  The King describes the Brides temples as being like a slice 

of pomegranate behind her veil (Song 4:3)  

 

Note:  The temples represent the seat of manôs thoughts. In 

describing the temples as a sliced pomegranate, we see that 

the thoughts of the Bride are opened and exposed before 

God. Notice that the temples are veiled from the outward 

world, but open and laid bare before God.  

 

2.  The psalmist desired the meditation of his heart to be 

acceptable in Godôs sight. In fact, he desired that God 

would search his heart and try his thoughts to reveal any 

hurtful thing (Psalm 19:14; 139:23-24).  

 

Note:  So it is with one whose thoughts are open toward God.  
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Note:  The seeds of the pomegranate are crystal seeds tinged with 

red. Likewise, the thoughts of the Bride have been cleansed 

and purified. Her thought are as pure and clear as crystal, 

allowing the light of God and the wisdom of God to shine 

through them. Her thoughts have been redeemed (signified 

by the red).  

 

3.  Pomegranates were carved on the pillars of Solomonôs 

temple (I Kings 7:20)  

 

4.  Weðthe overcomersðare likened to a pillar in the temple 

of God (Revelations 3:12)  

 

Note:  The Bride has laid her thoughts bare before the Most High 

God to be tried and tested. As a result, her thoughts have 

been purified and refined that the light of God might shine 

through. She has qualified as an over comer.  

 

5.  The weapons of her warfare are not of the flesh but 

divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. They 

destroy speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 

the knowledge of Godðtaking every thought captive to the 

obedience of Christ (II Cor. 10:3-5)  

 

VI.  The Neck  
 

1.  The neck of the Bride is described as being like the tower 

of David built with rows of stones, on which are hung a 

thousand shields, all the rounds shields of might men (Song 

4:4)  

 

2.  In contrast, the neck of those who are disobedient to God 

are an iron sinew (Isaiah 48:4)  

 

Note:  The neck in scripture signifies the will . The neck of the 

Bride represents a will in submission to the will of the 

Lord.  

 

3.  In describing the Brideôs neck, or will, as a tower suggests 

strength against the enemy (Ps. 61:3)  

 

4.  This tower is called the tower of David. The will of the 

Bride is said to be a stronghold of strength against the 

enemy, as was David. The secret of Davidôs strength was 
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that he was a man after Godôs own heart. His will was to do 

all Godôs will (Acts 13:22)  

 

Note:  In having a submissive will toward God, we see the Brideôs 

will as a tower of strength fixed on one purposeðto do all 

of Godôs will.  

 

5.  Those whose will is as a tower of strength fixed to do 

Godôs will have the promise that the former dominionð

which Adam lostðwould come to them (Micah 4:8)  

 

Note:  This tower, to which the will of the Bride is compared, was 

a tower built as an armory, a storehouse for weapons 

(specifically shields).  

 

6.  In the weapons of our warfare, we have the shield of faith, 

which is able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the 

evil one (Ephesians 6:16).  

 

7.  The mighty men to whom the shields belong are mighty 

men of valor, trained for war. They can handle shield and 

spear and have faces like the faces of lions and are as swift 

as the gazelles on the mountains (I Chron. 12:8)  

 

Note:  Making a spiritual application here, we can see the Brideôs 

will and desire to do the will of God has been strengthened 

through the example and faith (shields) of these mighty 

men of valor. We note from the passage that these men 

were skilled in ñtearing down the strongholds of Satan.ò 

They were said to have faces like lions. The lion in 

scripture symbolizes kingly authority, Jesus himself being 

the Lion of Judah. These men had the authority of the King 

upon their lives. When the enemy looked into their faces, it 

was the same as looking into the face of Jesus. They were 

said to be as swift as the gazelles on the mountains. In an 

earlier study, we noted that this refers to Jesus in his 

resurrection life and power. These are men that were led by 

the Spirit of God and follow the Lamb in His resurrection 

power.  

 

8.  In the letter to the Hebrew church, the mighty men of valor 

by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of 

righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 

quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 

became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flightðwere 
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persecuted, tortured and martyredðwere men of whom the 

world was not worthy (Hebrews 11:32-40)  

 

9.  We are exhorted to not be sluggish, ourselves and to imitate 

those who through faith and patience inherit to promises 

(Hebrews 6:12)  

 

Note:  Through these examples of faith, the Bride has been 

strengthened to do the will of God.  

 

VII.  The Breasts  

 

Note:  In this Parable of the Bride, we come to the seventh feature, 

which completes the picture of the individual believer who 

is pressing on in God. This parable is a corporate 

description of the Bride of Christ as well.  

 

1.  The King describes the Brideôs breasts as being like two 

fawns, twins of a gazelle which feeds among the lilies 

(Song 4:5)  

 

Note:  Through these examples of faith, the Bride has been 

strengthened to do the will of God.  

 

2.  In our spiritual armor, we wear the breastplate of faith and 

love (I Thessalonians 5:8)  

 

3.  Righteousness and judgment are the two spiritual qualities 

of this breastplate (Ephesians 6:14; Exodus 28:15)  

 

Note:  The breastplate of judgment was worn by the High Priest 

who went within the veil to minister to the Lord. Through 

the blood of Jesus, the way has been opened into the holiest 

of holies for us, that we too may enter. In studying this 

portion of the high priestôs clothing, we can discover some 

truth about the priesthood of the believer.  

 

The two breasts signify the inward qualities of faith and 

love. The faith within produces righteousness (right 

standing with God), for it is written that Abraham believed 

God and it was accounted to him as righteousness. The 

result of love is the ability to judge with righteous 

judgment. Also, it is the love of God that causes judgment 

to come on the Church and the world. As it is written in 

Hebrews 12:8, ñBut if you are without discipline . . . then 

you are illegitimate children and not sons.ò  
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The two breasts of the breastplates of the Bride could be written:  

 

 FAITH  produces  LOVE  

 

 

 produces   produces  

 

 

 RIGHTEOUSNESS  produces  JUDGMENT  

 

Notice the progression in the development of the breasts as well as the 

balance. Therefore, it is written in the Song that they are as twins. They 

balance one another. Let us study this further.  

 

4.  In constructing the breastplate of judgment, the workman must be 

a skillful worker (Exodus 28:15)  

 

 

5.  Applying this spiritually, to be able to judge with the righteous 

judgments which the breastplates signifies we must be exercised in 

the word of righteousness and have our senses trained to discern 

good and evil.  

 

Note:  The breasts of the Bride signify that the Bride has been developed 

in faith and in love. Through studying the Word diligently, she has 

become skilled in the Word of righteousness. By reason of use, her 

senses have been exercised to discern or judge between good and 

evil.  

 

6.  The Urim and Thumin were carried in the breastplate of judgment 

and were used to judge the sons of Israel and inquire before the 

Lord (Exodus 28:30; Numbers 27:21).  

 

Note:  Urim means lights. Urim represents the supernatural revelation of 

the Word of God. It is by this revelation that God makes known his 

counsel and will..  

 

7.  Paul prayed that believers would receive the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of the Lord and that the eyes of our 

heart would be enlightened (Ephesians 1:17-18)  

 

8.  He also prayed that we would know what is the hope of the Lordôs 

calling, the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints and 

the surpassing greatness of his power toward us who believe 

(Ephesians 1:18-19)  
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Note:  Revelation knowledge is deeper than faith knowledge. However, 

we must first have faith before we can receive revelation from the 

Word.  

 

9.  This revelation comes order on order, line on line, a little here, a 

little there (Isaiah 28:9-10)  

 

Note:  Faith knowledge is like understanding the basic mathematic 

equation, multiplication, subtraction and addition. Revelation 

knowledge is like understanding geometry. Unless there has been a 

line upon line understanding of basic math, geometry can never be 

understood. So it is with the Word of God. Notice the progression 

of development in the breasts or breastplate of the Bride  

 

 FAITH  (Belief in Godôs Word)  

 

  (produces)  

 

  (Ability to stand before God  

 RIGHTEOUSNESS  without fear, condemnation  

  or guilt)  

 

  (produces)  

 

  (Supernatural revelation  

 ñLIGHTSò  of the Word of God  

  makes known his counsel  

  and his will)  

 

Note:  Look at the twin of the Urim as the Song compared the breasts to 

twins. Thummin means perfections. The Thummin represents the 

perfect measurement by which the believer is being judged and 

also judging other.  

 

10.  We are being judged as a mature or perfect man; the measure of 

the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:13)  

 

11.  We are being perfected and transformed through the washing of 

the water of the Word. The Word of God divides our soul and 

spirit and judges the thoughts and intentions of our heart 

(Ephesians 5:26-27; Hebrews 4:12-13)  

 

12.  The Psalms and prophets spoke of this judgment and said the 

believers were tried and refined, oppressed, went through fire and 

waterðpurified as gold and silver. But afterward were brought 
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into a place of abundance and were tried so that they might offer to 

God offerings in righteousness (Psalm 66:10-12; Malachi 3:2-3)  

 

  (It is the love of God which  

 LOVE  brings men to repentance and  

  into a relationship as a son of God)  

 

  (produces)  

 

  (God corrects and disciplines  

 JUDGMENT  every son he receives)  

 

  (produces)  

 

  (Receiving correction purifies  

 ñPERFECTIONSò  and refines the life, bringing  

  about true holiness)  

 

13.  When the individual believer, as well as the corporate Bride of 

Christ has been judged by God and has been perfected, we will 

fulfill the commandment of Jesus when he instructed us to be 

perfect, as your father in heaven is perfect (Matt. 5:48)  

 

Notice the development, balance and progression of the breasts or 

breastplates of the believer:  

 

 FAITH  LOVE  

 

 

 RIGHTEOUSNESS  JUDGMENT  

 

 

 ñLIGHTSò  ñPERFECTIONSò  

 

Note:  The breasts of the Bride are compared to a fawn, which is a young 

deer. A fawn is very sensitive as are these qualities of the Spirit.  

 

14.  The fawns are feeding among the lilies (Song 4:5)  

 

Note:  We discovered in an earlier study that the lilies signified those 

saints with dedicated and pure hearts toward God.  

 

15.  They become fully developed when they are being fed by the 

apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers and are being 

built together with the rest of the joints (members of the Body), 

being built into maturity (Ephesians 4:11-13, 16)  
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Note:  All those who have progressed this fare in their spiritual walk 

have, according to Paul, been ñrenewed in the spirit of their mind, 

and put on the new self. Which in the likeness of God has been 

created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. Therefore, if any 

man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things have passed 

away; behold! New things have come (Ephesians 4:23-24; II 

Corinthians 5:17).  
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Covering Song 4:1-5  

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION 
 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him 

in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus ðEphesians 2:6  

 

 

Lover:  How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! Your 

eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of 

goats descending from Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like a 

flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each 

has itôs twin; not one of them is alone. Your lips are like a 

scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your 

veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the 

tower of David, built with elegance; on it hang a thousand 

shields, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are 

like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelle that browse among 

the lilies ðSong 4:1-5 

 

 

he Lord opens his heart to his beloved who is now seated with him in heaven. He can do 

this safely, because she will no longer appropriate any of his praise to herself.  

She has been brought to such deep self-abasement in the wilderness, that now her 

union with him will keep her walking humbly with God. She is more sensitive to sin, more 

honest in confession of it, more conscious (in the clearer light of Godôs holiness) of her need of 

the blood of sprinkling on the mercy seat to keep her in unbroken communion with her Lord.  

In the time of quiet which followed the conflict and suffering of the wilderness, she has 

also learned to be silent before the Lord. In the early days, when she was so eagerly longing to 

know him, most of the talking was on her side; He rarely spoke and then, only briefly. He knew 

she would ñblaze abroad the matterò (Mark 1:45), and so he could not trust her with more than 

she needed.  

Indeed, she gave the Lord no time to speak! She entered into his presence, began to talk 

immediatelyðpoured out her heartðand then left the place of access without waiting to hear his 

voice or to know his mind.  

ñFind rest, O my soul, in God alone; my expectation comes from himò (Psalm 62:5) is 

now her attitude. There is silence in her whole being as she is united to her Lordðthe silence of 

reverence and awe.  

He speaks from the deep quiet of his sanctuary within her heart. We can listen to him 

who ñgives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they wereò (Romans. 4:17), 

and maybe learn the secret of becoming partakers of the divine nature (II  Peter 1:4).  

The Bridegroom says, ñYou are fair;ò the maiden responds in the humility of faith, "May 

it be to me as you have saidò (Luke 1:38), and her God becomes her beauty (Isaiah 60:19). She 

rests on his thou art, knowing that he will confirm his word with signs following. She no longer 

turns toward herself for evidence. She judges him faithful. His word is sufficient. He is the 

T 
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eternal I am who ñspeaks, and it is done.ò At the creation of the world he said, ñLet there be,ò 

and ñit was soò (Genesis 1:6-7)  

This is the hearing of faith that obtains the promises; our Amen to his Yes, for ñno matter 

how many promises God has made, they are óYesô in Christ. And so through him the óAmenô is 

spoken by us to the glory of Godò (II Corinthians 1:20).  

 

ñThere will be silence before you, oh Lord, and Praise awaits you, O God, in 

Zionò ðPsalm 65:1  

 

ñYou are fair, My love,ò is the language of the Risen Lord to the redeemed one, as he 

describes the characteristics of the new life in union with himself. She is not beautiful in herself 

but in him, for she is a new creation in Christ Jesus, though as yet far from the full stature of 

Christ. As she dwells in her Lord, she will grow continually to a more perfect knowledge of and 

likeness to her Creator (Colossians 3:10).  

The new life must ñgrow up in ever part to the measure of his growth [i.e., to grow into 

him, is to grow to the standard of his growth] . . . even Christò (Ephesians 4:15)  

The Lord only gives his betrothed the outline which in him is Yes; her part is to add all 

diligence to say Amen, so that the outline can be filled up with himselfðthat at his appearing, 

she can be found ñperfect and entire, lacking nothingò (James 1:4)  

The New Creation in Christ  

1. Her eyes as doves  
The Holy Spirit appeared at Christôs baptism in the form of a dove. The Lord lays his 

eyes on the same Spirit in his bride. He sees her as a temple of the Holy Spirit.  

She is also a dove to the Lord, because she has lost the resentful spirit of the old life; she 

prays for those who despitefully abuse her, and in her helplessness makes her nest only in the 

cleft of the rock (Jeremiah 48:28). Before, in her captivity, she laid among the pots, but now she 

is to him as having wings covered with silver and feathers with yellow gold (Psalm 68:13 KJV).  

2. Her hair is compared to goats on Mount Gilead  
The hair of goats in the East is like fine silk. The Nazariteôs hair marked him as separated 

to God (Judges 16:17). Samsonôs separation to God was the secret of his marvelous strength; 

when his head was shaved, that typified being separated, he was as weak as any other man. So it 

is in the life of a believer brought into union with the Lord. Our strength is in the Lord and in the 

power of his might, and this strength will be manifested only as we live on the mountain with 

God, separated to his will, and for his pleasure.  

3. Her teeth are compared to a flock of newly shorn ewes  
An old writer suggested that the teeth signified the mind or intellectual powers, because 

the intellect receives and, so to speak, chews what is given it, like our teeth chew natural food.  

The particular comparison of the teeth to newly washed and shorn sheep shows us that 

the Bridegroom means more than a mere description of natural beauty, although primarily the 

point is the lovely whiteness of the sheep after shearing.  

The priests who entered within the veil for ministry were not to enter wearing woolen 

garments, because wool suggested the animal or earthly life. Pure linen, on the other hand, 
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represented the righteousness of the saints. ñThe righteousness from God comes through faith in 

Jesus Christ to all who believeò (Romans 3:22).  

The ewes shorn of their wool, being reduced in their weight and size, very accurately 

describes the renewed mind, stripped, as it were, of the wisdom of this world. The wisdom which 

fails to ñgain by its wisdom the ability to know Godò (I Corinthians 1:21).  

If the teeth signify the mind, it appears that the mind has been renewed in knowledgeð

has come up, so to speak, from the washing of the waters of deathðin identification with Christ.  

In the work of redemption, the mind must be renewed as well as the heart. The 

understanding must be purged from old idea, old ways of thinkingðthe wisdom of the natural 

man (I Corinthians 2:14)ðas well as his sins. This is the only way the Lord can truly put his 

laws into the mind so that we can be transformed by the renewing of the mind to discern the will 

of God (Romans 12:2).  

There is a childish stage of the new creation which should eventually develop into the 

stature of a ñfull-grown manò (Ephesians 4:13) ñripe in understandingò (I Corinthians 2:6).  

The word perfect used by Paul refers to this full-grown man (according to Conybeare in 

his notes on Philippians 3:13). To bring every believer into the presence of God ñfull-grown in 

Christò was the greatest desire of Paul (Colossians 1:28).  

These full-grown believers are able to know the mind and heart of the Lord. They are 

able to enter intelligently into his purposes as full-grown sonsðable to know his will so they 

pray not only with the spirit but with the understanding also (I Corinthians 14:15).  

I can think of three things that would characterize the renewed mind:  

a. A sound mind  
The sound mind is one which is no longer controlled by the emotions, but is fixed on 

God, enabling the believer to walk by an intelligent faith, calmly, and clearly knowing and doing 

the right thing on principle, as well as through love.  

It doesnôt place undue importance on glorious experiences, nor is it entirely guided by 

voices, signs, and impressionsðbecause the line between right and wrong becomes defined to it 

perception, and it sees and chooses deliberately the path of obedience to God, even when it 

means great cost to itself.  

It doesnôt need any argument or incentive, or promise of reward, or stirred up emotions, 

or weighing of consequences, to persuade it to do the right thing. Instead, it is governed by an 

inward principle that proceeds from Him, the scepter of whose Kingdom is a scepter of 

righteousness.  

b. A lowly mind  
The matured believer has lost all delusions about itself! He soberly recognizes his 

responsibility to cooperate with God up to his measure of faith (Rom. 12:3). He knows his 

calling so that in all lowliness of mind it can be exactly what God has called him to be in the 

Body of Christ.  

Paul said he knew the limit which God had given him. He did not stretch beyond his limit 

in going with the gospel to the Corinthians. He knew his measure and the extent of the grace 

entrusted to him. (See II  Corinthians 10:12-17).  

When you are taught by the Spirit, you will know how to use the measuring rod so that it 

will not go beyond your limit (II  Corinthians 10:13 margin). Serving the Lord in all humility of 

mind, you will not be puffed up because your calling is that of an ñeyeò in the Body of Christð
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nor will you get all flustered because your place may be in the ñfeetò (See I Corinthians 12:15-

17).  

In deep humility, you will do nothing conceitedly, but rather in lowliness of mind you 

will esteem others better than yourselfðbecause you will see what is better in others, and be so 

unconscious of your that comparison will never enter your thoughts.  

c. A spiritual mind  
In Hebrews 5, we are told that babes are unskillful in the word of righteousness because 

they are only able to take milk, and not solid food.  

The wisdom of God can only be spoken among the full-grown (I Corinthians 2:6 

margin)ðthose who Paul described as spiritual.  

Speaking not ñin words that manôs wisdom teaches,ò he interpreted spiritual things to 

spiritual men (I Corinthians 2:13 margin), knowing that the natural man could not comprehend 

the teachings of Godôs Spirit (Read the entire passage of I Corinthians 2:1-6).  

Enlightened by the Holy Spirit and daily renewing your mind, the powers of the 

renovated mind can be greatly increased.  

It can be brought in order and released from all the unnecessary actions, your power of 

concentration can be deepened, your speed of response and recall can be increased, the accuracy 

and retention of your mind can be perfected. The mental detachment of your mind can be 

marvelously increased so that you can quickly grasp the point of view of others who are taught 

of God. It is, so to speak, detached from its own experience in ministering to others, and is able 

to give them the milk or the meat according to their need. The man who is instructed about the 

Kingdom of heaven and was able to bring out of his storehouse new treasures as well as oldðthe 

fresh as well as the familiar (Matthew 13:52).  

The truly spiritual mind realizes that the divine life, manifested through an earthen vessel, 

must be given room for development and will be manifested according to the shape of the vessel. 

That is why it is free from all prejudice, partiality, and preconceived ideas of Godôs working. 

The believer is able to see God in others, and has a ready mind (Acts 17:11) to perceive 

indications of his will and of his working where others can find no trace.  

4. Her lips are lik e a scarlet ribbon, the speech lovely  
The Lord has created the fruit of her lips (Isaiah 57:19), and they are now cleansed in the 

scarlet blood of Christ, purified by the live coal from the altar of Calvary. Her mouth, signifying 

her speech, is lovely, such as is ñhelpful for building others up according the needsò (Ephesians 

4:29), of those around her, and she knows instinctively that in his presence, foolish talking and 

jesting are not appropriate for anyone in union with him. ñBe filled with the Spirit when you 

speak to one anotherò (Ephesians 5:18-19).  

5. Her temples are like a piece of pomegranate  
A pomegranate when cut reveals transparent seeds, like crystal tinged with red, signifying 

the heart adorned with a meek and quiet spirit, so precious to God. The maiden is said to be 

veiled because she lives hidden with her Risen Lord in the heavenly places.  

6. Her neck is like a tower.  
Just like the woman Jesus made straight after being ñbent completely forward and utterly 

unable to straighten herself up or to look upwardò (Luke 13:11-13), the maidenôs Lord has 

ñbroken the bars of her yoke and made her walk erectðas a man set freeò (Leviticus 26:13). He 
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looks at her and compares her neck to a tower; yet she is so pliable in his hands, she is the 

contrary to the one described in Isaiah 48:4: ñobstinateðyour neck is an iron sinew and your 

brow brass.ò Neither is she among the daughters who are ñhaughty, and walk with outstretched 

necksò (Isaiah 3:16).  

The Lord also compares her neck to the tower of David, which contained the shields of 

the mighty men of Israel. Her steadfast righteousness, in union with the Lordðñmighty in 

battleòðmaking her invincible, because her shield is God himself. She is prepared for that war 

with the hosts of darkness which increases in force and intensity as she goes forward in the 

heavenly life.  

7. Her breasts are like fawns, feeding among lilies.  
The fawns are the young of the deer. The breasts, compared to fawns, signifies the ability 

of the believer for receiving the divine life on behalf of others. This capacity, as yet, is small, and 

in its present stage capable of little more than receiving nourishment for its own needs and the 

development of its own life. ñEveryone who continues to feed on milk is obviously inexperienced 

and unskilled in the doctrine of righteousnessðof conformity to the divine will in purpose, 

thought, and actionðfor he is a mere infant not even able to talk yet!ò (Hebrews. 5:13). Paul told 

the Corinthians, ñYou are not restrained by us . . . but in your own affections . . . open wide your 

heartsò (II Corinthians 6:12-13).  

In the metaphorical language the Lord uses to describe his maiden, and the characteristics 

of the new creation that Paul gave us, is striking.  

The believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit, recreated in Christ, and built up with all saints 

ñto make a house where God my liveò (Ephesians 2:22); therefore it is said to have ñdoves eyes.ò 

It is ñstrengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man;ò It is able to walk in high places 

(i.e., heavenly places) as the goats appear on Mount Gilead.  

It is ñrenewed in knowledge,ò suggested by the figure of the sheepðit has laid aside the 

wisdom of this world, to be filled with the knowledge of Godôs will in spiritualðas contrasted 

with naturalðunderstanding. The lips of the new creation are yielded to God for the Spirit to 

speak. Cleansed in the blood of Christ, they are compared to scarlet, and the speech is lovely.  

The heart-humility, so beautiful to God and stamping the veiled temples with modesty, is 

suggested by the cut pomegranate; steadfastness in the faith, by the neck as a tower; and the 

breasts, compared to fawns, suggest the capacity for receiving and pouring out of the divine 

fullness to others.  

 

If any person is engrafted in Christ, he is a new creationða new creature 

altogether; the previous moral and spiritual condition has passed away. Behold, 

the fresh and new has come! ðII Corinthians 5:17  
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Covering Song 4:6-11  

THE DESIRE OF THE KING 
 

Listen, O daughter, give attention and incline your ear; 

Forget your people and your fatherôs house; Then the King 

will desire your beauty; Because He is your Lord, bow down 

to Him. ðPsalm 45:10-11  

Outline Covering Song 4:6-11 
 

 

Lover:  Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, I will go to the 

mountain of myrrh and to the hill of incense. All beautiful you 

are, my darling; there is no flaw in you. Come with me from 

Lebanon, my bride, come with me from Lebanon. Descend 

from the crest of Amana, from the top of Senir, the summit of 

Hermon, from the lionsô dens and the mountain haunts of the 

leopards. You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you 

have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one 

jewel of your necklace. How delightful is your love, my sister, 

my bride! How much more pleasing is your love than wine, 

and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! Your lips 

drop sweetness as the honeycomb, by bride; milk and honey 

are under your tongue. The fragrance of your garments is like 

that of Lebanon  

 

Note:  Throughout the Song, the Lord always shows himself at the place 

to which he desires to draw the soul. He is the magnet of the story.  

 

1.  The Lord desires to draw the maiden to the mountain of myrrh and 

the to the hill of frankincense. (Song 4:6)  

 

Note:  The hill of frankincense historically is Calvary. We studied earlier 

that myrrh has many uses. Among those, we noted that it was used 

for an embalming spice; it was used to take away wrinkles; and 

was used in the anointing oil of Aaron. Through these symbols, the 

Lord is calling the maiden into a deeper union with his death that 

all wrinkles might be taken away in order that she might come 

forth with a greater anointing, even the anointing of the High Priest 

Himself.  

 

The more we die to self, the more his life can come forth through 

us (II Corinthians 4:10).  
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2.  Paul said that the power of his resurrection, the fellowship of his 

suffering and being conformed to his image is what will bring a 

deeper knowledge of him (Philemon 3:10)  

 

Note:  The desire of this maiden from the beginning was to be drawn into 

intimate fellowship with her lord. The path is one of total death to 

self. Through death, there will spring up within a transcendent 

overcoming power, a greater degree of spiritual perception, a 

closer relationship between the soul and God, and a more complete 

deliverance from this wilderness world. The Lord sends forth a call 

to come up higher to victory.  

 

3.  The Lord seems to continually ask the maiden, ñAre you able to 

drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism which I 

am baptizedò (Mark 10:37-38).  

 

4.  Not only does the Lord call her into deeper identification with His 

death, but he is also calling her to look down with him from the 

mountain tops (Song4:8)  

 

Note:  The King desires his maiden to look out at the world from the 

mountain top, signifying a call to join the Lord in his resurrection 

victory.  

 

5.  Ephesians 1:20 states that Christ is now seated at Godôs right 

handðin heavenly places.  

 

6.  We are exhorted to keep seeking the things above, to set our minds 

on them (Colossians 3:1-4).  

 

Note:  We learned earlier that the leaping upon or journeying upon the 

mountain speaks of the resurrection power of the Lamb in his 

exaltation above the kingdoms of this world. The risen Lord 

desires for her to look with him from the top.  

 

Amana means integrity and truth.  

Senir means a coat of mail.  

Hermon means destruction  

 

In integrity and through the revelation of the truth, covered with 

the whole armor of God, and hidden in him who was manifested to 

destroy the works of the devil, the maiden is exhorted to look and 

see that she is seated far above every principality and power 

because of the triumphant victory at Calvary.  
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7.  In the heavens, she will also encounter the dens of lions and the 

mountain of leopards (Song 4:8).  

 

Note:  Not only has a call been given to the maiden to enter into a deeper 

identification with the Lordôs death and resurrection, but a call has 

also been given to enter into spiritual warfare as indicated by the 

dens of lions and the mountain of leopards which inhabit the very 

regions of the heavens.  

 

8.  Remember that our struggle is against the ruler, the powers, the 

world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

wickedness in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12)  

 

Note:  That which we are confronted with before experiencing the 

spiritual elevation into the realm of the heavens, is no more than 

the enemyôs work upon the earth. Experience in the heavenly 

realm brings us to the enemyôs hide-out, that we may come to grips 

with him face-to-face, in order to break his power.  

 

9.  The Psalmist provides a prophetic word concerning this same 

experience (Psalm 18:33-42)  

 

Position:  
In high places  

Preparation:  
a. He trains my hands for battle.  

b. He gives me the shield of his salvation  

c. Upholds me with his right hand  

d. His gentleness makes me great  

e. He enlarges my steps  

 

Source of strength:  
The Lord girds me with strength.  

Purpose and result:  
a. The enemy is subdued.  

b. The enemy is turned back and destroyed.  

 

Note:  This is a beautiful picture of a warrior of God, of the over comer. 

Godôs desire for the maiden is to enter into spiritual warfare in the 

heavenlies and to totally subdue the enemy under her feet as she 

learns to overcome through the blood of the Lamb.  

 

10.  For the first time, the Lord address the maiden as, ñMy Brideò 

(Song 4:8)  

 

 



105 

 

11. The Word proclaims that the man who is joined to the Lord is one 

spirit with him (I Corinthians 6:17).  

 

Note:  The one who is joined to the Lord is one with him in thought, 

desire, and will (cf. John 17:18-20).  

 

In calling the maiden his ñBride,ò the King is expressing that his 

desire for her is the same as her desire for him. The King looks on 

her as one in whom he could confide and with whom he could 

share everything. Her affections for him have gone beyond the 

ordinary, and she is capable of entering into deep intimacy with 

God. Both Jesus and Paul speak of this entering into deep intimacy 

with the Lord in which he reveals the deep things of his heart.  

 

12.  Jesus said, ñI have many more things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now.ò Paul said, ñYou were not able to receive solid 

food because you were still fleshly, as babes in Christò (John 

16:12; I Corinthians 3:1-3).  

 

Note:  The believer in the Song has come to a place of maturity that she 

could share in the sufferings of Christ. The believer has entered 

into such an intimate relationship with the Lord that he could share 

his plans and desire with her, as well as receive his love and 

affection from her. With such a believer, the Lord will share the 

intimate and deep things of his heart. The believer has entered into 

such a union with him that her spirit responds as his spiritðbeing 

quenched when his spirit is quenched, rejoicing when he rejoices, 

weeping when he weeps.  

 

13.  The King also calls his bride, ñMy sisterò (Song 4:9)  

 

14.  He does this because she does the will of God (Matthew 12:50).  

 

Note:  Jesus recognizes their kindred nature. Abrahamôs wife, Sarah, was 

his half-sister. Isaac and Jacob both married close relatives, in 

contrast with Esau, who took a heathen wife. So it is with Jesus, 

who gives himself and his love to that one company of people 

who, being born of the Father in heaven, possess heavenly life.  

 

15.  The Bride makes the heart of the King beat faster (Song 4:9).  

 

Note:  Jesus has found satisfaction with the believerôs love. She has 

caused his heart to rejoice over her. The King finds satisfaction in 

being close to her.  
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16.  A single glance of her eyes and a single strand of her necklace 

ravish the heart of the King (Song 4:9).  

 

Note:  The message of the eye can be very eloquent!  

 

17.  Just one glance of Jesusô eye caused Peter to remember the word of 

the Lord, how he had said Peter would betray him, and he went 

outside and wept bitterly (Luke 22:61-61)  

 

Note:  The glance of the eye between lovers can communicate the deep 

affections of the soul. A stranger cannot interpret a loverôs eye, but 

the loved one can interpret it clearly.  

 

18.  Referring to those who have a single or clear eye, Jesus said, 

ñWhen your eye is clear, your whole body also is full of lightò 

(Luke 11:34-36).  

 

Note:  The eye also signifies insight and perception.  

 

19.  This spiritual insight develops through meditating on Godôs Word 

(Psalm 119:98-100).  

 

20.  Although it is God who initially captures our love by drawing us to 

himself, Jesus will love and reveal himself to the one who love him 

(has his commandments and keeps them) (John 14:21).  

 

Note:  As a result of this meditation, God has been able to communicate 

the deep things of his heart. Her affection and meditation on him 

have captured his love.  

 

21.  A ñsingle strand of (her) necklaceò could refer to our hearing and 

not forsaking instructions (Proverbs 1:8-9).  

 

Note:  The maiden has heard the Word of God and held if fast. She has 

been a ñdoerò of the Word and not a ñhearerò only, therefore, the 

Kingôs heart is filled with love for her.  

 

22.  Kings says is Brideôs love is better than wine (Song 4:10).  

 

Note:  If you look back at the first chapter of this Song, the maiden 

extolled the Kingôs love more than wine. Yet this is the first time 

that the maiden has given back to the King as much love in return. 

Now the King extols her love as also better than wine. Wine in the 

Scripture signifies joy (Psalm 104:15). The King is saying that 

Brideôs love is greater than joy to him, that it is itself the delight of 

his heart.  
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23.  The Psalmist David prophesied concerning this great love between 

the believer and her God in Psalm 45, a psalm celebrating the 

Kingôs marriage. There are many noble ladies present, yet who 

stands at the Kingôs right hand, but the Royal Bride clothed in gold 

of Ophir (Psalm 45:6-9)  

 

Note:  Notice that the queen is clothed in gold. Gold often represents the 

Divine. The likeness and glory of Jesus is seen on her.  

 

24.  As the bride sets aside and forget her past, the King desireôs her 

beauty. ñForget your people and your father's house. The king is 

enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for he is your lordò (Psalm 

45-10-11)  

 

25.  The King goes on the say the fragrance of her oils is better than all 

kinds of spices (Song 4:10).  

 

Note:  Oil in the scriptures signifies the Holy Spirit. The reference to her 

oils is a reference to the release of the Spirit in the life of a 

believer. The great fragrance has come forth from the brokenness 

in her life. Her soul powers have been subdued by the Spirit of 

God through the trials and testing of her faith.  

 

26.  The Bride has begun to manifest the sweet aroma of him in every 

place (II Corinthians 2:14-16).  

 

27.  The Lordôs rejoicing over his Bride is recorded by the prophet 

Isaiah:  

 

You will be so beautiful and prosperous as to be thought of as a 

crown of glory and honor in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 

diadem exceedingly beautiful in the hand of your God . . . for the 

Lord delights in you . . . as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

so will your God rejoice over you. ðIsaiah 62:3-5  

 

28.  Regarding this believer, the Lord refers to her lips as dripping 

honeyðhoney and milk are under her tongue (Song 4:11)  

 

 

29.  The honey might signify wisdom (Proverbs 24:13-14).  

 

Note:  Honey itself at times illustrates the sweetness of Godôs Word. See 

Psalm 19:10; 119:103 for example. From the lips of the believer 

comes wisdom which she has learned from the King. He sees in 
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her the very beauty he has put there. The milk she gives forth is the 

milk of the Word for sustaining the young in the Lord (I Peter 2:2).  

 

30.  The maiden listens to the Kingôs voice and walks in his ways, so 

the King imparts his wisdom to her (Psalm 81:11-16).  

 

 

31.  Regarding her garments, the King says their fragrance is like the 

fragrance of Lebanon (Song 4:11)  

 

Note:  Garments in Scripture speak of all that has to do with outward 

attitudes, behaviorðall that has to do with external appearance.  

 

32.  This believer has grown and flourished, bearing fruit (Psalm 92:12-

15).  

 

Note:  Have you ever met a believer who seemed to ooze a special 

spiritual influence over youðone that you could not find words to 

describe? That is fragrance. It is the fruit of a life obedient to the 

Holy Spirit.  
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Covering Song 4:6-11  

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION 
 

For we who live are constantly experiencing being handed 

over to death for Jesus' sake, that the resurrection life of Jesus 

also may be evidenced through our flesh which is liable to 

death. ðII Corinthians 4:11  

 

 

Lover:  Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, I will go to the 

mountain of myrrh and to the hill of incense. All beautiful you 

are, my darling; there is no flaw in you. Come with me from 

Lebanon, my bride, come with me from Lebanon. Descend 

from the crest of Amana, from the top of Senir, the summit of 

Hermon, from the lionsô dens and the mountain haunts of the 

leopards. You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you 

have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one 

jewel of your necklace. How delightful is your love, my sister, 

my bride! How much more pleasing is your love than wine, 

and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! Your lips 

drop sweetness as the honeycomb, by bride; milk and honey 

are under your tongue. The fragrance of your garments is like 

that of Lebanon ðSong 4:6-11 

 

 

he believer in union with the Lord, seated with him with the authority of heaven, may be 

prepared to think that all shadows are over, and that while communing with the Well-

Beloved, she will walk in cloudless light.  

This is true from Godôs perspective, because if she continues to ñwalk in the light as he is 

in the light,ò there doesnôt have to be anything separating the two. The blood of Jesus Christ 

continues to cleanse her from all sin.  

Although inwardly she moves in the light of the Resurrection Morning, outwardly her 

path is that of the Man of Sorrows when on earth. Outwardly the shadows will deepen in the 

sorrow that comes through the clearer vision of the mystery of iniquity, and the awful shame of 

sin against such a God love. The shadows must deepen until his appearing, when ñat evening 

time there will be lightò (Zechariah 14:7).  

In just a few brief words, the Lord indicates to the maiden that there lies before her a 

further knowledge of his cross, only possible in the power of his resurrection.  

It is significant that the words follow so quickly after the Lordôs description of her as a 

new creation, as if he wanted to remind her that first, the manifestation of his life will depend on 

her continually resting onðand assimilatingðhis death; because she must always ñbear about 

the dying of Jesus,ò if the life also of Jesus is to be manifested in her mortal body. Secondly, that 

during the life of union with the Risen Lord, the believer must still go to the ñplace called 

Calvary,ò and must deal with her God on that ground alone. Thirdly, until the day of grace closes 

with his appearing, there is a fountain at Calvary open for sin and for uncleaness.  

T 
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Seated on his throne, he says to the maiden, ñI will go to the mountain of myrrh and to 

the hill of frankincenseò All through the story, he is the magnet. He shows himself at the place he 

wants the maiden to be drawn. He will reveal to her his meaning in his own good time. He has 

yet to teach her what Calvary meant to him, that she may in her measure ñfill up the affliction of 

Christ for his bodyôs sakeò and be conformed to the image of the Lamb.  

 

ñOh mystery of mysteries, Calvary, dark Calvary! 

óThe sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow,ô 

are things which the angels ódesire to look into,ô 

yet fallen creatures despise and reject the Lamb, 

the object of all heavenôs worship. 

In eternity alone, purified and freed 

from the restrictions of the body of clay, 

shall the redeemed from among men 

be able to understand 

the full meaning of his cross of shame 

and in deepest worship sing: 

óWorthy art Thou . . . for Thou wast slainô 

--Jessie Penn-Lewis 

The New Creation in Christ  
For the first time the King calls the maiden his Bride, as if to give her the clearest 

assurance of her union with him.  

When he wanted her to leave everything behind and follow on to apprehend the ñupward 

calling of God in Christ Jesusò (Philemon 3:14), he said, ñCome away;ò but now that she is 

united to him, he is able to say, ñCome with me, and look from the top.ò He wants her to look 

through his eyes and see where he has brought her, that she may triumph in his victory.  

From the moment she said, ñI will arise,ò she has been so occupied with him that she has 

altogether forgotten herself, and even her progress.  

After the bitter path through the valley of darkness, when she feared that she had grieved 

him beyond repair and that he had forsaken her entirely, she passed by every thing she saw until 

she found Him. Since that time, she has given up watching the vineyards and the foxes. She has 

been quietly intent on doing the will of God from the heart and seeking to walk in the footsteps 

of her Lord.  

Her friends looking on, had glorified God in her and had seen that she was being led in 

the triumph of the King, but she had asserted nothing about herself. She did not know that her 

face shone, or that the glory of the Lord was seen on her. She has heard the Beloved King 

speaking to her heart, telling her many things about the new life in union with him; so when the 

call comes to ñlook from the top,ò she joyfully awakens to the mountain vision.  

The Risen Lord bids his hidden one look with him from the top of Amana (signifying 

integrity and truth); from Senir (a coat of mail); and from Hermon (destruction). In integrity and 

truth, covered with the whole armor of God, hidden in him who was manifested to destroy the 

works of the devil, she is to look and see that in the triumphant Conqueror of Calvary she is ñfar 

above all principality and powerò (Ephesians 1:21), for in his cross he triumphed over 

ñprincipalities and powersò and put them to open shame.  
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The lionsô dens are far beneath his feet; in him she can tread on the young lion and the 

serpent (Psalm 91:13)ðfor the God of Peace will bruise Satan under her feet as she learns to 

overcome through the blood of the Lamb (Revelations 12:11).  

The Love of the Spirit  
The heart of Christ is satisfied. Did he not pray to his father that the love wherewith He 

had loved him, might be in those he has redeemed (John 17:26)? The love of God is now shed 

abroad in the heart of the hidden-one by the Holy Spirit. So the Well-Beloved can say, ñYou have 

stolen my heart, my sister, my bride.ò  

The maiden is called his sister because ñBoth the one who makes men holy and those who 

are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothersò (Hebrews 

2:11), or to speak of ñMy Father and your Fatherò (John 20:17). She is also a member of his 

Bride because joined to himðthe are one spirit.  

Not only that, she is now so responsive to him that one look is her answer to his every 

call. He tells her that he is encouraged to lead her on, and to ñfulfill every desire of goodness, and 

every work of faith, with powerò (II Thessalonians 1:11). She is becoming fragrant with the 

sweetness of his presence in her; and the love that fills her heart makes her lips drop words sweet 

as honey and pure as milk;ðher very garments give forth fragrance as the smell of Lebanon. 
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Covering Song 4:12-5:1  

THE GARDEN OF THE LORD 
 

Indeed, the Lord will comfort Zion; He will 

comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness He 

will make like Eden, And her desert like the garden 

of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and sound of a melody. ðIsaiah 51:3  

Outline Covering Song 4:12-5:1 
 

 

Lover:  You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride; you are a 

spring enclosed, a sealed fountain. Your plants are an orchard 

of pomegranates with choice fruits, with henna and nard, nard 

and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of incense 

tree, with myrrh and aloes and all the finest spices. You are a 

garden fountain, a well of flowing water streaming down from 

Lebanon.  

Beloved:  Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my 

garden, that its fragrance may spread abroad. Let my lover 

come into his garden and taste of its fruits.  

Lover:  I have come into my garden, my sister, by bride; I have 

gathered my myrrh with my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb 

and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk. Eat, oh 

friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers.  

 

1.  The King sees his bride as a garden locked up, a spring sealed up 

(Song 4:12)  

 

Note:  One of Godôs original thoughts at the beginning of creation was a 

garden. A garden is not ground for mere agricultural purposesðfor 

farming, but for beauty and enjoyment. Although there may be 

trees and fruit, it is not for commercial use. Its one objective is to 

produce flowers and blossoms which are gathered as something 

beautiful and exotic. So it is with the Bride who exists for the 

pleasure and satisfaction of her Bridegroom the King.  

 

2.  What he has done is comforted the maiden and made her 

wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord (Isaiah 

51:3)  

 

Note:  The garden represents the soul of the believer. It includes all that 

involves her personality, her mind, emotions and will . We read in 
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the Song that this is not a public place, but a locked and enclosed 

garden.  

 

3.  The scripture tells us that every open vessel, those with no 

covering, are unclean because they can become contaminated 

(Numbers 19:15)  

 

Note:  The maiden is set apart, separated for only Godôs use.  

 

4.  The maiden has kept herself from worldliness. God jealously 

desires the Spirit which he has made to dwell in us; He jealously 

desires her for himself.  

 

Note:  This garden was not only a locked garden, it was a rock garden. In 

the marginal notes we find that rock literally means stone heap.  

 

5.  A stone heap may be referring to an altar on which sacrifice is 

made to God (Deuteronomy 27:5-7)  

 

6.  Burnt offering and peace offerings were offered on this altar 

(Deuteronomy 27:6-7)  

 

Note:  From previous studies, we learned that burnt offerings and peace 

offerings were free-will offerings for those who desired a closer 

union and fellowship with the Lord. The believerôs soul has 

become the altar of sacrifice through which God can fellowship 

with his Bride.  

 

7.  In Godôs first garden, he walked in it and called to Adam, desiring 

his fellowship (Genesis 3:8-9)  

 

Note: This is Godôs original thought in creating man and the garden they 

fellowshipped in. The soul of the believer has become a place 

where the Lord can walk and fellowship intimately with the desire 

of his heart. The Fatherôs desire for fellowship has been fulfilled in 

her.  

 

8.  What grows in this garden?  

a.  An orchard of pomegranates  

b.  Choice fruits  

c.  Henna with nard plants  

d.  Nard and saffron  

e.  Calamus and cinnamon  

f.  All the trees of frankincense  

g.  Myrrh and aloes  

h.  All the finest spices  
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As we study the symbolism of these spices and fruits, we will learn 

what the Brideôs garden, her transformed soul-life, was like.  

 

The first thing we discover in the garden or soul of the Bride is an 

orchard of pomegranates. We have previously learned that 

pomegranates signify pure and godly thoughts. The literal 

translation for the word orchard is paradise. The Brideôs mind has 

become a paradise of Godly thoughts.  

 

9.  This orchardðor paradise of godly thoughts is cultivated by 

dwelling on Godôs Word day and night, holding onto his Word, 

speaking his Word (Philemon 4:8; Psalm 119:44-48, 97-105)  

 

10.  As a result of this orchard of pomegranates having been grown in 

the maidenôs garden (or this paradise of godly thoughts filling the 

believerôs mind), has made her wiser than her enemies, given her 

more insight than all her teachers and given her more 

understanding than the aged (Psalm 119:98-100)  

 

Note:  So is the life of one whose mind is fixed on Godôs Wordðto seek 

fellowship with him.  

 

11.  Secondly, her garden contains choice fruits. This is obviously a 

reference to the fruit of the Spirit and being fruitful in every good 

work (Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 1:9-11)  

 

Note:  Through the renewing of the mind, the fruit of the Spirit springs 

forth in the life of the believer. Through the knowledge of his will 

in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, she is bringing forth 

fruit for every good work.  

 

12.  Henna and nard plants were also found in the garden. In the first 

chapter we saw that the maiden used henna blossoms as an 

expression to describe the King (Song 1:14).  

 

Note:  The maiden has compared the Lord to henna blossomsðIn 

pointing out that these same blossoms were found in the maidenôs 

garden, the King signifies the he recognizes his likeness being 

reproduced in the life of the believer. These blossoms were also 

used for outward adornment. The Lord recognizes that his likeness 

is her outward adornment before the world.  

 

13.  By watching and fellowshipping with the Lord, she is being 

transformed into the same image (II Corinthians 3:18).  

 




