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PROLOGUE

vision for the future. Inside we find poetry, allegories and parables. In addition, you

cannot miss the fact that interlaced with very literal language, is highly symbolic
imagery.

The Psalms and tH&ophets make use of this symbolic language, wdolae entire
books are symbolic, such as theng of SolomoandRevelation In fact, you cannot understand
either of those books without first deciphering their symbolic meaning.

Of course, you cannot bring up the topic of symbolic language, withoubmtgpng up
the old debate aboliteral versussymbolicinterpretations. The truth is, all Bible interpreters, by
necessity, are on some points literalists and on other points symbolists.

For exampl e, Rev el at hawimgden Hothantl segep leeads, ando f a
on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous taméss i nt er est i
is, we should not take it as literal. Again, we should not take literally Revelation§, whkre
we see a woman clothed in purple andlstactually drinking the blood of the saints. It also
says she has a namamystarysRabyiorbtlee Great,rihe Naher ohHarbotd ,
and of the Abominations of the Eatth. Wh a t wanfan dothex with the sun and the moon
underherfed wi t h a dragon desiring to daiensroy her
12:1-4). Are we to take this literally? Think of it, who actually expects to see a woman wearing
the sun without burning completely up? There is no way to understand #sssges without
first assigning some literal meaning to each symbolic figure.

Jesus promi sed t opilarankhe teingieeof Goa e(rdfagonmsBelR). a i
Are we to understand that our destiny for eternity is to be a literal pillar of statleeorfabric in
some ethereal church building in the sky? Of course not. Jesus also said he is standing and
knockingat a door, seeking admittance. Are we supposed to search for a literal door to open to
allow Jesus entrance into our life?

Inthe28¥Psal m, it says the Lord will | ead us in
you, but | am not | ooking forward Mydonguais i ng ¢
the pen of a ready writér alA45:1). Am | to expect my tongue to become adit@en?

Consider the gates in Psalm 24:9 that have heads on them, or the mourning of David when he
exclaims concerni ng t Theearavs thdesunkideeplinioong s wi t h
(Psalm 38:2). Are we to believe that sometime in our Christian lifecare expect to become a

human pincushion while God shoots literal arrows into our hearts? What about the four living
creatures that Ezekiel saw in his vision that were full of eyes having the face of a lion, bull, man,
and eagle with lightning flashing their midst (Ezelel 1:4-24). Are we supposed to interpret

these literally or view these symbols as illustrations of a spiritual lesson?

n s we study and read the Bible, we will find it is full of history, theological adsive,

Now, consider the passages from the Song o
his bri de. yBuonekismlikethesowsr of Davill built with rows of stones, on which
are hung a thousand shields, all the round shields of the mighty médnSong 4: 4) . Ar e

actually to believe that God wants us to think that a woman with a neck like this is beautiful, or
is this merely figurative language meant to communicate some great truth to our heart? Of
course, it is the latter.

If the writers use symbolic and figurative language in order to teach a spiritual lesson,
then there must be a way for us to understand tRexther than speculate and bestow arbitrary
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meanings to these symbolic figures, we should go to the Bible itself to discover what these
figures represent. Once you begin a quest to understand the rich heritage of biblical images, you
will notice that the Bhole is truly a dictionary defining and interpreting itself.

In his book,Paradise Restoredavid Chilton wrote,

AThe Bi bl e i s not-mearnsthaustyle.instead,itis n a f 1| at,
meant to be read visually. We are to see the images rise husfan succession,
layer upon layer, allowing them to evoke a response in our minds and hearts. The
prophets, for example, did not write in order to create stimulating intellectual
exercise. They wrote to teach. They wrote in visual, dramatic symbolg;\aed
would fully understand their message, we must appreciate their vocabulary. We
must read the Bible visually. The visual symbols themselves, and what the Bible
says about them, are important aspects of what God wants us to learn; otherwise
hewouldnth ave spoken that way. o

When we are reading the Bible and find a symbolic or figurative expression, veesvill
that symbol. At the same time, we should think of the biblical associations for that symbol.

For example, take the passage from the Songloh®n that | quoted above that
compares hi s btowerdbeDawsd builtemthkrows af stanéseon \ithich are hung a
thousand shields . .. ofthe mightymen Thi s passage is rich with
many biblical associations. Lko at t he Bi bl e6és own structure,
text itself. Before we begin, we need to consider a few things. For instance, why is space given to
describing someone's neck? Why is the neck described like that? Then, what is tlroasagmnifi
of the wordneckin Scripture to merit such a description? In addition, what are some of the
biblical associations with the worgeckthat come up as we think of the teaching of the entire
biblical revelation?

Okay, first it would be helpful to useBible concordance to find the passages that
mention theneck

Here are a few:

1 God continually spoke of Israel as a rebellisti§-neckedoeople who
were continually provoking him in the wilderness journey. They doubted
his power and his love and r&ed the leadership of his Spirit. They
resisted him for the entire journ@yeven after they entered the Promised
Land. Because of their stubbornness, they were sent into captivity. Even
then, their resistance continued. In the book of Acts, Stephen, while
relating Israel's history, told the Jews that they vséifeneckedand
funcircumcised in heart and ears always resisting the Holy Spiri{f L o0 o k
at these scriptures: Baus32:9; 33:3,5; 34:9Deuteronomyp:6,13; 31:27,;
Il Kings 17:14;Jeremialv:26; Acs 7:51).

2 Throughout the entire biblical revelation from Exodus to the book of Acts,
thewordnecki s used in relationship to manos
you find neckused with the worgtiff and indicates man setting his will
against Godos willl

a)

1



3 Proverbs elxihmd tGo duéss tcoonmmand.m@fn s ar ounc
we hear our fatherébés instruction and do
teaching i t @arsornantent Bbeutgurnecko We are t o bi nd
kindness and truth around our neck. These verkesfed to a teachable
spirit and a submissive will. (Look at these scriptures: &nsd :9; 3:3,

22; 6:21).

4 Finally, God said there would be punishment for any nation who would
n o put it neck under the yoke of the king of Bahylon Agai n, t he
reference is to the submission of the will @eiah27:8).

As we read these passages, as well as others, a pattern begins to arise beforeeak. The
seems to have something to do withwhk. The imagery and word pictures should begin to
bring an undetanding in our minds. The word neck is a type of what David Chilton calls a
buzzwordand is supposed to cause all of the biblical examples to come rushing into our mind.

Chilton explains,

AThe Bible uses-wmadyg, 6f andetbamafé6baszes t he
them as it goes on; until, by the time we get to Revelation (the capstone of biblical
prophecy), they all come rushing toward us at once, in a blizzard of associative
references, some of which are obvious, som

Regarding th@eckof thebride that Solomon is describing, it appears he is praising his
bride for her beauty. Tharide, referring to théBride of Christin its symbolic context, is not
being rebuked for having a stiff and rebellious neck, but rather praised for her beaukifuhnec
other words, she has a teachable, submissive, and obedient nature and that her will is totally
yielded to the Lordship of Jesus.

The i magery cont i nu e stowerofdavidbuiltrwgh rawba ne c k t
stones 0 Just t he mdina&passage that spaaks offloveldadvraise, should
i mmedi ately bring to our Inhave fowd Davidathe s@wofd s ai d
Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My avillSarhuell3:14; Acts 13:22).

Here are a few biblical asciations with the wortbwer.

1 The first tower mentioned in the Bible was tbever of Babel
which the sons of Noah built in rebelli
to go forth and fill the earth. They wanted to stay in one place, so
the children of Noah begaa build a tower of refuge that would
reach up into heaven. God did not approve of their actions, so he
confused their languages and scattered th&enésisl1:1-9)

2 In other texts, King Asa built towers to fortify Judah and King
Uzziah built towers iderusalem at various gates in the wall to
fortify Israel against enemy attack. It was the custom of the
watchmen to stand in these towers to listen and watch for enemy
and to guard the city. These towers were built when both men were
walking in fear and oddience to the Lord, and he prospered their



undertakings. (I Kings 15:23; Il Chrahes26:9, 10, 15; Il Kings
9:17).

3 David spoke of the Lord as beingefugea n d toveer ofi strength
against the enengdy &R& 1 : 3 ) . Sol omdemsapr oc!l ai med i
tower ofdeliverance to His king ( | Uel2554)m

4 AThe name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it
and is safé  ( &lsB\M0).

5 When Israel was about to go into Babylonian captivity, Jeremiah
and Ezekiel prophesied the destruction cdé$ and specifically
the towers of the cities (Jmiah31:38; Ezelel 26:4). Besides
signifying the |iteral destruction of t
people, it also showed that God would no longer be the strength,
refuge and protection of a rebelliopsople.

6 When Nehemiah and the Jews returned from Babylonian exile, the
first thing they did, under the directi
rebuild the walls and towers. Then the protection and care of the
Lord to his exiled people returned (Nghiah3:1,25-27).

7 The records of the prAngdasdorywu,end with th
tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you will cdme
even the former dominion will come, the kingdom of the daughter
of Jerusalemm ( Mi cah 4: 8)acap$tbneis scri pture 1is
understanding what the meaning is conce

Thetowerrepresents thstrength, protection and refuge of Gddist from this imagery,
we learn that when we are totally yielded to God, we will know his strength, proteation a
refuge. The pr omi s astieexower of the ftbokt ios o @ egomiiami $ & @i f
Only those whose will is totally surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus, have the supernatural
strength it takes to rise up, fulfill the dominion mandate,lardl p br i ng Godoés ki ng
as it is in heaven. It is to those totally yielded and obedient to Goddhahionwill come.

The specific tower in ouBong of Solomopassage is said to be a storehouse for shields,
the defensi ve wghtymennHere ard a fdvabfvthe dildlical associations to the
wordshieldandDa v i d 6 s m(itwohbld tske forever to list all the references, so | will
only list those verses that are essential to understand the meaning as it relates to th)s passage

1 One of the first associations that should rush into the minds of the
Christian when the worghieldis used is the passage from
Ephesians concerning the weapons of our spiritual warfare. The
shields peci f i cal | yshieldof faith withvhichove b e t he i
are able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evibone
(Ephesians5:16).
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2 The mighty men of mhghty mehofavaloe, descri bed a
men trained for war, who could handle shield and spear, and
whose faces were like the faces ofdioand they were as swift as
the gazelles on the mountains . . . he who was least was equal to a
hundred and the greatesttoathousand( I Chr onicl es 12: 8, 1 ¢

3 A description of the feats of the mighty men of God is given by
Paul as byhadhscequevdd &ingdloms, performed acts
of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
guenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from
weakness were made strong, became mighty men in war, put
foreign armies to flighd  ( remesbl:33-34).

Everything about these biblical associations points to conquering, aggressive faith. Those
whose hearts are completélys; God is able to makihemmore than conquerors

Thetowerin this passage is described as being set with rows of stoaesaké¢ a few
biblical associations to stones:

1 Speaking of the fal [Yfeunwerdinkedem, Ezeki el re
the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering. .
(Ezekiel28:13). It was in Eden where God first communed with
man that thesprecious stones first appear. The abundance of these
stones speaks of Goddés bl essing.

2 When God instituted the priesthood of ancient Israel, he ordered
the High Priest to wear a breastplate with twelve stones set in rows
on which were to be engraved thames of the twelve tribes of
Israel. The High Priest, being a symbol of a man fully restored to
fellowship with God, was to wear this breastplate as he ministered
to the Lord. They called these t8&ones of Memoriallhe High
Priest wore these stones, lvthe name of each tribe engraved on
it, as a remembrance of their restoration to a place of fellowship
with God (E»odus25:7; 28:912, 1521, 29).

4 In the prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah and his
blessings of salvation, the prophets usetiage of stones:
"Behold, | will set your stones in antimony, and your foundations |
will lay in sapphires. Moreover, | will make your battlements of
rubies, and your gates of crystal, and your entire wall of precious
stones (Isaah54:11-12).
5 Thect y of God, whi bdwJarusalemmaconmingt o be t he n
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for
herhusband 6 i s described as a dazzling, bri
precious stones (Relation21). There is no light apart from the
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light of God, showing that those of the Bride Company are

compl etely il 1l uminat edNothingd | ed by the S
unclean and no one who practices lying or abominations shall be

there . . [thus signifying thatvithout holiness no man shall see

the Lordb (Rewelation21).

The biblical associations to these rows of precious stones speaks to us of man restored to
the fellowship and beauty that was lost in the fall of Adam, the gift and workmanship of Jesus,
the second Adam.

We should begin to see the $#pial lessons we can discover within the imagery of the
Bible. Paul taught,

AWe speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the
predestined before the ages to our glory . . . Things which eye has not seen and
ear has not heard, and whictvlanot entered the heart of man, all that God has
prepared for those who love Him. For to us God revealed them through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God . . . Even so the thoughts
of God no one knows except the SpifitGond. Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things
freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by
human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combismgtual thoughts
with spiriQCounthibn2w®i3d s o (|

As we study the Song of Solomon, and seek to congpari¢éual thoughtswith spiritual
wordsas we try to find the patterns, associations and symbols presented in this great allegory, we
should pray for enlightenment from the Spirit of God.

As we delve into the biblical images presented in this Song, we should keep in mind three
principles for understanding biblical imagery recommended by David Chilton:

Read visually:try to picture wiat the Bible is saying.

Read Biblically: do not speculate or become abstract, but pay close attention
to what the Bible itself says about its own symbols.

Read the Story:try to think how each element in the Bible contributes to its
message of salvaticas a whole.

One more thought regarding this study. When | tell people | had been working on this
study since the summer of 1985, they are shocked and imagine that | have worked on this non
stop for almost 20 years. Nothing could be further from th!tiworked on it a little he@
then a little there. There were often moidthessen yeard between writings. Frankly, | found it
is very easy to discern spiritual truths quickly, but then we have to be careful that the light does
not outrun our experiencen bther words, | might gain light on something but had the
opportunitytowalkitolit o col | aborate the truth | had f ou
at all it what | just discovered.
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There were many times when | had to put the study asideseeitaao overwhelmed me.
Other times, | set it aside because it had no meaning to me. These studies will not meet the needs
of anyone who wants directions as to how to apply thed@emmandments or the twelfth chapter
of Romans. The only thing | ask is thu put the study aside if it contains no personal message
to you.

Al so, donét even at d graaghttthrough inore gaitting.tEhich s as a
chapted each narrative will require some prayer and spiritual prepaéatweparation that can
only come in time and through the work of the Holy Spirit.
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PREFACE

He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me:
and My Father shall love him who loves me, and | will love him,
and will disclose (and reveal) Myself to him.
John 14:21

You are my friends, if you do what | command you.
John 15:14

Himself known to those who love him and obey him, the ones he calls his friends.

Jesus is looking for anyone whom he can share his heart, his purpose, and his
plans. His heart burns with desire for those he can bring into a mature relationship and those who
will share his life, his power, and his throne. In other words, he is looking for a3Bildse
who will become one in spirit with him. He is not looking for someone who is concerned with
his own life and blessing, or even for someone who is determined to do great things for God.

No, Heis looking for those who desire to enter intimate union with him. Taisw Go d 0 s

t hought in originally c¢creating Adam, giving h
Through sin, Adam lost this place of fellowship. Today, Jesus is seeking those who would desire
to reenter all that Adam had only just begun to experience

W ithin theSong of Solomolies the heartbeat of Jesus. He shows his desire to make

ABefore the Lord God made man upon the e:
creating a world full of useful and pleasant things for his sustenance and delight . .
. In the deep heart of man was a shrine where none but God was worthy to come.
Within him was God; without, a thousand gifts st God had showered upon
h i m-A.OW. Tozer,In The Pursuit of God

The Lord will notcast His pearls before swirg give what is holy to the dogthe truths
of God are very precious and holy pearls. They are thitstand wisdom that come from the very
depths of his being. These things he gives only as he knows that the one who is seeking is a
trusted friend and companion.

The Lord must be convinced of our diligence in seeking him. As in the natural, a man
will share and reveal his most intimate thoughts with only someone he is convinced loves him;
so it with God. When he finds an earnest and diligent seeker, he will reveal to him his secrets,
make known to him his covenant, and with him, he will share his life Shiséamite maideof
the Song of Solomon represents for us this kind of lover of Jesus.

Along with many Christian interpreters since the early centuries of the Christian church, |
take the Song of Solomon to be a love song representing the love betaeearid his Bride,
the Church (se8ong of Solomoim The New Bible DictionaryEerdmans, 1962, p. 1205). You
can look at this song as an allegory. It is written in figurative and symbolic language, and goes
beyond the plain sense of the biblical text.

An allegory is a story in which people, things and events have a hidden or symbolic
meaning. For example, look at the allegory of Sarah and Hagar in Galatiargl4181his
story, Sarah represents the new covenant and Hagar the old covenant. Padgtesla
meaning and application to persons and events of a story in Genesis.



ATel | me, you who are bent on being wunde
the Law really says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the
bondmaid and one bydHree woman. But whereas the child of the slave woman
was born according to the flesh and had an ordinary birth, the son of the free
woman was born in fulfillment of the promise.

Now all this is an allegory; these two women represent two covenants. One
covenant originated from Mount Sinai where the Law was given and bears
children destined for slavery; this is Hagar.

Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and she corresponds to and
belongs in the same category with the present Jerusalem, for shmiwliage
together with her children.

But the Jerusalem above the Messianic kingdom of Christ is free, and she is
our mother. For it is written in the Scrip
not given birth to children; break forth into a joyful sihoyou who are not feeling
birth pangs, for the desolate woman has many more children than she who has a
husband. o

But we, brethren, are children not by physical descent, as was Ishmael, but
like Isaac, born in virtue of promise.

Yet just as at that timthe child of ordinary birth born according to the flesh
despised and persecuted him who was born remarkably according to the promise
and the working of the Holy Spirit, so it is now also.

But what does the Scripture say? Cast out and send away thevelaaa
and her son, for never shall the son of the slave woman be heir and share the
inheritance with the son of the free woman.

So, brethren, we who are born again, are not children of a slave woman in the
natural, but of the free woman in the superratoid Galatians 4:2831

Some of Jesus6 parables are allegorical. T
parable of the weeds and wheat found in Matthew 13@4'he one who sows the good news is
the Son of Man. The field is the world. The gooddsespresents the sons of the kingdom. The
weeds represent the sons of the evil one. The enemy is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age
and the reapers are the angels (Matthew 1337

Over the centuries, various methods of interpretation déthg of Solomohave been
suggested. Personally, | believe 8wngis of most benefit to us if we see in it a beautiful and
poetic illustration of the deep and abiding love that exists between Christ (the King) and his true
Church (the maiden), whose hearset on him.

TheSong of Solomgn Godés greatest and most intimate
for us of the desire and love between Jesus and his Bride that is vivid and glorious. It extends far
beyond mere words. We find hidden in this story,utiéal word pictures that portray with great
meaning and deep feeling, words that otherwise seem dry and uninteresting, the understanding of
which is sometimes hard to grasp.

As we dig deep into Goddés Word, moundi ng f o
there, we wil!/ be able to understand | ife fr
minds. As we discover the precious promises of God's Word, we can become more and more like
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the Lord Jesus in our attitudes and lifestyle. We can escam®tiuption that is in the world
through lust, while being changed into his likenesm glory to glory

And all of us, as with unveiled face, Because we continued to behold in the
Word of Godas in a mirror the glory of the Lordye constantly being
transfigured into His very imaga ever increasing splendand fromone degree
of glory to anothertor this comes from the Lord who is the Spiitll
Corinthians 3:1&mplified Version

Along with the Bible, God has inspired many men to compile reéeréooks and
resource books that are classics, enhancing and shedding light on the Word of God. | would like
to give reference to those books that | used as resources for putting these studies together. |
recommend these books for the library of any sergtudent of God's Word.

Youngo6s Anal yti cal ,Uhted Societydaa @Gheistian diteratirdr e  Bi b
Unger 6s Bi hMoadyBresst i onary

The New Bible Dictionaty Eer d man o s

The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bjllesolumes, Zonervan

Preaching from the Types and Metaphors of the BlipyfeKeach, Kregal Publications

Numbers in Scriptureby Bullinger, Kregal Publications

Manners and Customs of the Bibtgy Freeman, Logos

Methodical Bible Studyby Robert Traina, from Traind Asbury Seminary in

Wilmore, Kentucky.

Too Too Too oo oo Too Too To

| would also like to give reference to the writings of Mrs. Jessie-Renis, Watchman
Nee and Bob and Rose Weiner, A. R Fausset, Robert Jamieson and David Brown for their
inspiring work done on th8ong of Solono

One more thought regarding this study. When | tell people | had been working on this
study since the summer of 1985, they are shocked and imagine that | have worked on this non
stop forso manyyears. Nothing could be further from the truth! | workedtaa little her@ then
a little there. There were often mondheven yead between writings. Frankly, | often found
that my discoveries far owlistanced my experiences. In other words, | might gain light on
something but had no Ifexperiences to collaboat e t he truth. | coul d se
at all to what | just discovered.

There were many times when | had to put the study aside because it so overwhelmed me.
Other times, | set it aside because it had no meaning for me. Please reallzesthatudies will
not meet the needs of anyone who wants directions as to how to apply-tioeni@andments or
the twelfth chapter of Romans. These studies are for thedhieaird heart that wants a living,
real, authentic relationship with Jesus, HimsElfe only thing | ask is that you put the study
aside if it contains no personal message to you. Pick it up later and see if new light comes to you,
as it did for me. When the Lord felt | was ready to grasp a new lesson, he opened my heart to
receive it.

You will also notice that | have included outlines for each section followed by a
narrative. Hopefully you will find this helpful, but if it is distracting, just read one or the other.

In the first chapter of the Letter to the church in Ephesus is mgipfayyou during your
search. | pray that the Lord willgranttoydula s pi rit of wisdom and of



knowledge of him, that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is

the hope of his calling, what are the richdghe glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what

is the surpassing greatness of his power toward us who bebelzphesians 1:1719a.

A .

May God by his grace draw you in exvacreasing pursuit and desire of that One whose:

goingendgoagd faremf rdoMicaldSe2p s of eternity

I will use the words of A. W. Tozer to explain my intent with this study:

ASound Bible exposition is an imperative

God! Without it no church can be a New Testament churelmy strict meaning
of that term. But exposition may be carried on in such way as to leave the hearers
devoid of any true spiritual nourishment whatever. For it is not mere words that
nourish the soul, but God Himself, and unless and until the hear@iGSdd in
personal experience, they are not the better for having heard the truth. The Bible
is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying
knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His
Presace, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the
core and center of their hearts. This
children so to find Him.

fiNothing here is new except in the sense that it is a discovery whicvmy
heart has made of spiritual realities most delightful and wonderful to me. Other
before me have gone much farther into these holy mysteries than | have done, but
if my fire is not large it is yet real, and there may be those who can light their
candleat i t sd Af W.domer,ln dhe Pursuit of God
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INTRODUCTION

A Song of Love? A Song of Desire

first verse refers to it as tf8ong of Songdt is the Song ofangs in the same way that the
most holy place in the tabernacle is the Holy of holies, or that Jesus is the King of kings
and the Lord of lords it is the best of its kind.

When you compare it to the book that precedes it, Ecclesiastes, you see th#dtesles
is an exposition of theanity of vanitiesThe writer of Ecclesiastes shows us a life spent
pursuing all things under the gurthe wrong things in the wrong way. In t8eng of Solomgn
we find the pursuit of only one thing: a relationship withKlveg, which after its final
consummation shows us that knowledge alone cannot bring satisfactiddofidgspeaks of rest
from wandering and tells us that man can reach satisfaction only through love.

The Song of Songgsresents the King as a type of therd. Jesus Christ in all the
triumphant life of his resurrection and ascension. Shelamite maideis a type of the believer
who |l ongs for a fuller experience of Jesus. T
individual believer.

The heartbeat dhe book speaks of spiritual communion. It is a book for the heart. The
Song deals with the path of the believer who is actively pursuing the Lord. It addresses those
who desire and long for a fuller experience of Christ. The King speaks of the Shulaaiéz m
who represents this type of believer as the choicest of all lovers:

T he Song of Solomon typifies the love song between the Messiah and his Bride. The very

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and maidens (virgins) without
number ; But my dove, my perfect one, is un
daughter; She is the pure chdtithe one who bore her.

The maidens (daughters) saw her and called her blessed, the queens and the
concubines also, and they praised BeSong of Solomon 6:8

This is what Jesus desires for Bisde, hisdove As his beloved ones, this should
encouage us to keep ourselves pure for him. God is always ready to pour out his grace and
accomplish all kinds of work in those called by his name. Unfortunately, those who allow that
grace to work to itfull end are few. The choice is yours.

The Spiritand he bri de say, O0Come! 6

And |l et him who is I|istening say, 0Come! {
And let every one come who is thirsty

(who is painfully conscious of his need

of those things by which the soul is

refreshed, supported, and strengthened);

And whoever (earnestly) desiresdo it,

Let him come and take and appropriate

(drink) the water of Life without cost.

0 Revelation 22:1Amplified Version



Lift up your heads, O gates,

And lift them up, O ancient doors,
That the King of Glory may come in!
Who is the King of Glory?

The Lordof Hosts,

He is the King of Glory!

0 Psalm 24:910



PREMATURE LOVE

Stage of Love How We See Ourselves How Jesus Sees Us
Premature Love (1:2-7) AiDar k bu®b) | owaeilryeqtl among Womeno (:
(Stained with sin) (He sees our potential)

Revelation of the Man (Jesus)
In a word: More Detail:
Blesser He is sea as the King who provides for,
sustains and loves us 1:4; 253

The song starts off with an expression of fervent but immature love from the believer to
the King. This loe is not looked down upon, but is seen to be the foundation to the rest of the
Song. Thi s c o tirksttbvebh er esfeernnr eacs ttdhei ® Rev 2: 4.

Many Christians either lose this first love after their inittadesickexperience of first
becoming a Chstian and falling in love with Jesus. Jesus is drawing us back to this fervent love
by showing us how much He loves us!

It is interesting to note that in this sta
immediate dwellings. Only in the next stadoes it become apparent that the Lord wants us to
break out of our old security. The importance of this stage is that a correct foundation in intimacy
will lead to a breaking out of false securities, and a freeing into His purposes!

In the reallife experience, this first stage also shows a husband and wife what sort of
love they should be expressingto one anotnee ny mar ri ed couples al so
Loved. This foundation should have béddhat | ai d
this stage represents.

This stage shows us key principles in our love relationship (with Spouse and with Jesus)
as to how we can maintain a fervent love.

In the first four verses of this stage of spiritual growth, the maiden lays out the goal and
theme of her life on earth. She desires an intimate relationship with him whose love is better to
her than the best wine of the world. From verse five to the end of the song we can trace her
unbroken journey in that progression of passion for her beloved.

We shoul d make -intmasg withdesus!l i f eds goal



Covering Song 1:1

THE SONG OF SONGS
Outline Covering Song 1:1

Sol omonbés Song of Songs:
Beloved: Let him kiss me with the kisses of his maditfor your love is
more delightful than wine (g1:1)

1. This is the Song of songs, as being the finest and most precious of
its kind, the noblest song (Song 1:1).

2. This song finds an echo in evdygidal soul

3. ltisanewsongung to Christ. NBmang by the 144, 0
couldlearnthesorly ep ¢t t hos e whrohasedoute been i
of the worldd  ( dRabon14:3)

4. Those undefiled by women can | earn this
as virgins. These are they who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
These are they who have been ransd@imgdrchased, reéened
from among men as the firuits for God and the Lamb. No lie
was found to be upon their lips, for they are blamélegzotless,
untainted, without blemighb e f or e t he Rdvalabtone of Godo (
14:1-5)

Note: 144,000 is a symbolic number. It mogigly symbolizes the Bride,
the Church as the new Israel (see Revelatiof8Y.:3

5. The Song of Solomon represents a love song of those who desire a
total transformation by the Lord. f#AHe r
dust, and lifts up the needy from the aslap, To make them sit
with the noble, and inheaZ8t the throne
Amplified Version)

Note: The message is hidden in language that can only be revealed by the
teachings of the Holy Spirit.

6 It illustrates how the heavenlyriBegroom draws the one for
whom he died. He leads him from one degree of union to another.
He draws him with the cords of his love to lay aside himself and
his own life. The Lord causes the believer to experience one life
wi t h whowas déclared to ibe Son of God with power . . .
by the resurrection from the dead ( &nheld)



7 The cry of the Bride is that the King kisses her with the kisses of
his moutl® a desire for personal affection from the Lord. (Song
1:2)

Note: This cry marks the startipoint of real spiritual progress. It is an
inward spiritual longing for the Lord Himself. If there is no
di ssatisfaction with the ordinary, and
end is not burning in the spirit of the believer, then he will never
experiene the kind of intimate fellowship Jesus wants for him. If
there is no hunger and thirst in the heart, then you will not
understand what the Spirit of God means by this song.

8. If this longing is lacking, we should pray that the Father would
give us a pirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.
Pray that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened to know the
hope of his calling. Pray to know the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints. Pray to know the surpassing greatness of
his power toward us who believe (Egdans1:523).

Note: The Bridegroom refers to the maiden as his friend, his companion.
Later he des taresthreoag Wworeeén aarsd tcdeel Iis her
his dove because of the presence of the Holy Spirit ié bat sle
is not yet his bride. This is the earliest stage of the surrendered life.
Friendship with Christ means obedience to his will and loyalty to
his interestd an intercourse very precious indeed, but far removed
from t he un Yaumare mefriedddyou do.e s.] .Aid A
have called you friends, for every thing | heard from my father |
have made knowntoyow These words describe a st a:
fellowship beyond that of a servant, but far short of that of a bride.

9. The mai den s ees bdBer thinsvind (8ongel:2as bei ng

Note: The love of Jesus is better than the sweetest and most excellent
product that this world can achieve. The things under the sun,
which men value most, offer no comparison to his love.

100 She i s aprchasaaldey ; fshe has heard the Savi o
iYouaremine 0 and she lhmwursanm sWlkee ellas i
found peace through the blood of the cross. She may have been at
this point for years, without knowing anything of her redeemer
al so b &rideggoomdfleesoii 6 However, the heavenly
vision has come! Some how, somewhere, by the grace of God, she
has seen the revelation of a life of union with Christ.



Covering Song 1:1

THE SONG OF SONGS

You are my friends,
if you do the things whichcommand you.
0 John 15:14

Beloved: Let him kiss me with the kisses of his maditfor your love is
more delightful than wine (g1:1)

touch of God within them. o uahiks, Wwe real.
may reach a period where nothing satisfies any more. After we have heard all the tapes;
read all the books; attended all the conferences we could possibly stomach, we realize that none
of it satisfies the hunger deep inside.

As if you suddely wake up and realize you know alboutthe word of God, alabout
the church, you are an expert counselor, yet, feel as though you kitomatesus! It almost
feels as though he has deserted you. Sure, you K®word saydHe will never leave nor
forsake you, but you sense a hunger within the depths of your soul for ntdira.df feels as
though you spent all those years playing some kind of a religious game and the whole time have
missed Jesus.

Yes, you know all about personalrelationship withJesus, you have even told everyone
else about their need to know Jesus jresonalway. However, some how, for whatever reason,
you are afraid you do not have one yourself.

The truth is that you do and it has grown and matured. You have experienced his
presence, and have matured in your relationship with the Lord, but for some unknown reason . . .
it seems dry, senseless, and empty.

Your life is still in the hands of your loving God, but he has begun the process of a new
work in your relationship. He drawing you out of yourself into his glorious presence. ltis a
new relationship that, if you cooperate with his Spirit, will rise to a new resurrection of life.

| sometimes thought | was alone in this pursuit. Then | read the words from John
Eldridge inhis book,Sacred Romance

. W. Tozer once wrote, AThirsty hearts are
‘\the

ASome years into our spiritual journey,
mar k the beginning of any pilgrimage have
of service and busyness, a voice speaks to us in the midst of ak deiag.

There is something missing in all of this, it suggests. There is something more.

AWe sense a passion deep within that thr
program we are living; it feels reckless, wild. Unsettled, we turn and walk quickly
away, ke a woman who feels more than she wants to when her eyes meet those
of a man not her husband. 0



The Cry after God

Out of your desperation, one of two things may happen: First, you may abandon your
faith because you have misinterpreted this time of cdiyas proof of your foolish faith. This is
sad, but | have seen it happen. Their love-soeerable but the journey home can be difficult to
endure.

In our modern, pragmatic world we fail to recognize the One who is calling to our heart.
Maybe we havedc ome frustrated by our heartdés contin
Some of us silence

Or, rather than desert your faith completely, you suddenly find yourself crying out, just
like the maiden in the Song of Solomon, for the most intimate eéxp e n c e Letbimkissb | e:
me with the kisses of hismooth ( Song 1:2). This is not a Kkiss
the father gave to the prodigal son. Nor on the cheek like Judas Iscariot gave Jesus. It is not even
a kiss on the feet likdhat of Mary. No, this is a cry for an expression of the most intimate and
personal love possible.

As we continue in our study, the beautiful Shulamite Maiden will play out this searching
and longing for us. All her experiences to this point are no lomggugh. She is driven to an
ardent pursuito experience the reality of Jesus Himself. She yearns for his kisses, which would
also show his own ardent and personal love for her.

| have no idea how long you can go before this hunger begins to consunméryow
many who have never caught on after many years. They know nothing of their Redeemer as the
Bridegroomof their hearts.

The words of A. W. Tozer encourages us when he says,

AWithin the fold of conservagive Christi
numbers of persons whose religious lives are marked by a growing hunger after
God Himself. They are eager for spiritual realities and will not be put off with
mere words, nor will they be content with
are athirsfor God, and they will not be satisfied till they have drunk deep at the
fountain of Living Water.

AOur problem is that we | et everyone el s«
evangelistic endeavors are made st o center
and we are not expected to crave anything more. We become caught up in the
coils of a spurious logic that insists that once you find God you don't need to seek
Him any more. O

0 A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God

Admitting our need
Tozer joyfully acknowldges that some have caught hold of this vision,

APrai se God there are the Omaidens, 6 tho:
that shallow logic. They can certainly accept the force of the argument, but Jesus
said 6 Come to me and yo.ud wliHils ntervietrh tthd g skt e earg
many of our religious |ives, but still, so
tears to hunt for some lonely place and ga®h God, showoémdhygur GI ¢
want to taste, to touch with their own hearts, to see with theieyes the
owonder tbhat is God



When the young prophet Samuel heard the voice of God calling to him, he had the sense
to look to his mentor, Eli, to tell him how to respond. Even with that, it took them three times to
realize it was God calling. Rar than ignoring the voice, Samuel finally listened.

The maidenbés prayer ndLet Hi-gpiritkdiasnsout bye . .
God himself, fAfor those God foreknew, he also
Son . .. for B chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his
si ght . Rbobmmans:29;,Emheésiand.4).

This cry of the maiden marks the beginning of the true spiritual life that Christ wants to
draw us into. It is an inward longy for the Lord himself. It is an end to our attempts at playing
church and a drive to find the real thing.

After this maiden accepts this call and pursues the Lord with intense fervor, he says,
Athere are sixty gqueens, withoutcumberigtnty gjovecmyn c ubi ne
undefiled and perfect one, stands alone above themaall

There are all kinds of believers with varying degrees of relationships with the Lord.
Unfortunately, most have not developed any intimate fellowship with him. Howgve Dokiee 0 i
t hendefiledoned6 t he Shul amite maiden in this story,
anything that would hinder them. They began to seek the Lord, not because he can prosper them,
or do any miraculous things, nor because he hasef¢he enemy, but simply because of an
appreciation and | ove for who he is as a pers

Il n John Whhe Raegheputhibso élearly:

AOur gquest must be the quemautymf a suitor
descend to calculating setfterest; too intoxicated with love to care about the
cost or the consequences of his suit . . .
Al't must be the |l ove of Mary, sitting at
and grace, but deaf and blind to the fragbn and fuss of her resentful sister
(Luke 10:3842). An enchantment of that sort will not be broken, nor its pleasures
denied . . .
Al't is time we threw spiritual pragmati s
habitually to God carrying shopping baskets amdeat with a checklist of needed
purchases, when all the time he wants to put his arms around us and draw us to
himself. We know no other way. Custom and tradition have drilled us in the art of
celestial bargain hunting. It is time we forgot about our sgitiperformance and
our spiritual needs arghve ourselves up to passio®

Searching our hearts

| realize many may complain and say, in es
way . But itdéds not i n me,; | @obDoesl| bhat Gmmédahi k
out? How can | love when my heart is cold, when all | experience is the nagging guilt of
knowing my | ove is a sorry thing not worth of
through the motions of an unreal |l ove?o0

Myanswer to this complaint is quite simply

hungering after the reality of Jesus, is somethiegiraws out of u in His time. Although,
maybe the problem s sodrtuch that your love is absent, but rather supprekssepbssible it is
simply lying dormant beneath the weight of unbelief and discouragement?



Unrequited love is painful. So rather than being tortured, we bury our love where it will
never disturb us by its insatiable demands.d&/ve. We long to expence everything that
we were created and redeemed for; but we suppress those longings, dam them up and silence
them because we are afraid its pain will be unsupportable.

Mi chael Cla Btiling@ss ansl Simpdjcifyencourages us to sit quietly befdhe

Lord and | isten for his voilsthereaSbnwe'rd notistd,toa s k s
hear you speak, beca@se we dondt believe you
Loves is a hunger, and contrary to what many struggling dieters believe, hunger can be
suppres e d . I f you were to ask me during a fast i

Then again, if you put a delicious meal in front of me and as soon as it assails my senses |
will say, AMy, maybe | am hungry.o

So it is with our love for the Lord. lids deep within many of our hearts like a coiled
spring, inactive but straining for release. It is a potential volcano, a dangerous thing that we are
afraid to set free because we do not want to

friendsth nk? 0 Al don't want them to say |1 6m a fan:
want people to think I ém some religious kook
is calling us to |ive out giveAssehkEoup o paddiondt e enc o

Counting the Cost

As you will see as this story unfolds, the cost is high! Such a pursuit demands denial of
many desires, and causes the misjudgment of many people, even brothers and sisters in the Lord.
Nevertheless, just lik€oung Christianf r om J o h n B Umeiiggmn® Progregsvee o f

must put our finger s LifellLifeliEternagldfd 8, and run on
Jim EIliot stated a profound truth when he
not keep,togainwviht he can not | ose. O
Psal m 6 B3y sdul mlawsdardiafter you; your right hand upholds.me . .0 That

sounds contradictory to me. How can youdi®wing or as another translation saipsirsuing
ardently,at the same time he igpholding What a sange paradox that is.
Then | realized that | was not pursuing in ordefirtd him, but rather, pursuing in order

toknowhi m. Tozer taught that #Ato have found God
love, scorned indeed by the teasilysatsfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by
the children of the burning heart . . . 0

Tozer went on to encourage us to:

ACome near to the holy men and women of |
the heat of their desire after God. They mourmedHim, they prayed and
wrestled and sought for Him day and night, in season and out, and when they had
found Him, the finding was all the sweeter for the long seeking. Moses used the
fact that he knew God as an ar gforemhent for Kk
pray thee, if | have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that | may
know thee, that | may find grace in thy si
daring request, o1 beseech thee, show me t
thisdisplay of ardor, the next day called Moses into the mount, and there in

solemn procession made all His glory pass before Him.

ADavidoéos | ife was a torrent of spiritual
of the seeker and the glad shout of the fineaul confessed the mainspring of
his |ife to be his burning desire after Ch
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of his heart, and to this, he sacrificed e
things but loss for the excellency of the knowled§€hrist Jesus my Lord; for

whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that |

may win Christ. 6o

| desperately want to encourage this mighty longing after God. | want to experience it in
my own life! The emptiness we mayperience in our hearts and the stiff wooden quality of our
spiritual lives is a result of our lack of Holy desire. Complacency is the death of all spiritual

gr owt h. Steve Camp says; ATherebds safety in c
comfort ones into a life of complete surrender to the cross. To live dangerously is not to live
recklessly but righteously and it is because
|l ife of radical obedience for Him.oO

| believe that driving desireas to present in our lives or there will be no manifestation of
Christ. He waits to be wanted. It is too bad that with many of us he waits so long in vain.
Every age has its own characteristics. Today we are in an age of religious complexity.
Everybody vants to add to the simplicity of Christ. You can hardly find the simplicity that is
Christ in the lives of most Christians. Instead, we have programs, methods, tapes, books,
organizations, and a bunch of nervous activities that take up our time andatterntcan never
satisfy the longings of our hearts. All of these things testify to the fact that we have an imperfect
knowledge of God, and experience his peace hardly at all.
If we are going to find God in the midst of all the religious externals, nseffave to
make the deci Whoevarwoul dréw nead to Bdad must fifst believe that he
exists. . .0 Now that sounds simple enough but ve
proceed in the way of simplicity. Because after the last seraimththe last tape or book has said
its final word, there is absolutely nothing we need other than God Himself.
fAln the past God spoke in various ways in these last days he has spoken to us by His Son
Or as Michael Card hasssatderBHwasfnoahi Wgr de
A. W. Tozer reminds us that when the Lord divided the land of Canaan among the tribes

of Il srael|, Levi did not get |anygurshaaeramd!lyouT he Lor
inheritance 06 To somegundalti kre gahtrisp of f, but At he m
treasure, has everything he could possibly ne

Many ordinary treasures the world has to offer may very well be denied him, or if he is
allowed to have them, their enjoyment will be so temp#ratithey will never be necessary to
his happiness. And if he must see them go, one after the other, he will hardly feel a sense of loss,
because he has in that one treasure all satisfaction, all pleasure, all delight.

RO God, | have 8andidhaghbth Jatisiied mecaoddmrades s
me thirsty for more. | am painfully conscious of my need of further grace. | am
ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, | want to want Thee; | long
to be filled with longing; | thirst to be made more sty still. Show me Thy
glory, | pray Thee, that so | may know Thee indeed. Begin in mercy a new work

of Il ove within me. Say to my soul , ORI se u
away. 6 Then give me grace to rise and foll
wher e | have wandered so0d AdnTpzer. I n Jesus' N a



Covering Song 1:5

THE HEART'S VISION
Outline Covering Song 1:2-5

Beloved: Let him kiss me with the kisses of his madutfor yourlove is
more delightful than wine. For your ointnerhave a lovely
fragrance; your name is as ointment poured out; because of
this, the virgins love you! Draw me; we will run after you. The
King has brought me into his chambers.

Friends: We rejoice and delight in you; we will remember your love
more tha wine.

Beloved: The upright love you! | am black, yet lovely, O daughters of
Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tent curtains of
Solomon. (Song 1:8)

1 Referring to his character, the mai den
a lovely fragrance . . Your name is |like purified

Note: The virgins love him because of who he is, the sweet oil of his
graces, and because of his sweet name that is like purified oil that
is emptied out. (See marginal note in NAS.)

2 The ointment of hijame has been poured out. Paul says that
Christ emptied himself. Humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death. God highly exalted him, and bestowed on him
the name above every name. At that name every knee shall bow
and every knee confessathlesus is LordPhilemon2:6-11)

Note: Wh a t was t hat name? | s it fJesuso or mo
ifSon. O

3 The maiden prays for him to draw her after him. (Song 1:4)

4 He draws us with love. He lifts the yoke from us. He feeds us
(personally (Hosea 11:4)

Note: It is the revelation of Jesus, given by the Spirit of his own beauty
and magnificent glory that draws us to himself. Notice the one
believer drawn to the Lord results in us (many) running after him
(Song 1:4). Believers that are bgidrawn to the Lord inspire
others to press on to know him.



Note:

Note:

10

Note:

The Lord answers her prayer by bringing her into his chambers
(Song 1:4).

The maiden recognizes the Lord by calling him King (Song 1:4).

Before we can know the Lord as the be&ld\Bridegroom of our
souls, we must recognize him as the reigning King. Complete
dedication to his rule and authority always precedes a life of
intimate love and devotion. This act of bringing the believer into
his chamber, or secret place, marked theriyegg of an intimate
communion and a special revelation of himself.

This verse should cause us to rejoice and be glad. (Song 1:4)
We are to love the Lord because of who he is. (Song 1:4)

We are to love from a pure heart. A good conscienc@néere
faith. (I Timothy 1:5).

The King brings the maiden into his chambers. This is not a
banqueting house, but his chamideessecret plade where she
will be prepared for a fuller knowledge of the Lord.

The first revelation the maiden réeoes is hetblackness(Song
1:5-6) This blackness was from the heat of the sun (v. 6)

The Spirit of God will deal deeply with all those believers who

make the conf esWewllmrunafferTheb@ ™Mai den,
those who utter this cry, he Wikveal all that is contrary to the

mind of God in their hearts and lives.

The maidenébés recognition of her bl ackne

acknowledgement of the former sins that have been put away. All

that was knowingly wrong in her life has already been put away

she would never have been able to come to this place of intimate

fell owship in the Kingbs chambers.

The redeemeldmidacke® si crg ,r divel ati on
blackness of the unrenewed minthe mind that has been

corrupted for so long by Satanidta revelation of sogpower, of

everything that is a product of the sdité. It is a revelation of the
unsubmitted soul of man: mind, intellect, emotions and will, all of

which must be brought under the control of the Spirit. Once the

maiden onlythought of the blackness and sin, but now skeghe

blackness of her unrenewed soul.

10
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11 The heart of the bel.
ashes. 0 AWoe iIi's me; I
6:5).

ever cries out il
' m-6alsamma n of uncl ea

Note: When this sk-abhorrence is real and deep, the soul has no
hesitation in acknowledging it. Many desire the-$iédf dealt with
in secret, and are not willing to be as honest before others as they
are before God. This pride must be broken before deliverance
comes. Een our spiritually religious appearances must be
surrendered so that we may be brought into a life of transparent
reality before both God and man.

12 Not only does the maiden realize ldscknessShe also realizes
herloveliness (Song 1:5)

13 Commpre to Paul 6s comments. Al have suffe
things in order to gain Christ. | may be found in Him, not by my
ri ghteousness b (Philentn3s8-9)t hr ough faith. o

14 The maiden describes herself as being like the tents of Kedar and
the cutains of Solomon (Song 1:5).

Note: Kedar means dark room or chamber. In the same manner, the
moon illustrates the church in that it has no light of its own, but
reflects light from the sun. Believers reflect the light of Jesus.

15 The curtains of Somon were made of fine linen. Fine linen
represents the righteous acts of the saints.R8uns19:8) (The
tents of Kedar and the curtains of Solomon are a Hebrew
parallelism).

16 Remember we are made righteous by our faRlonfanst:3-5)

Note: We see that the righteous acts of the saints are faiif acts
believing God and acting on the truth of his Word. We can now see
that the maiden, though dark in her soul life and in need of a
renewed mind, believes God atiétis accounted to her as
righteousess.

17 Because of this revelation of blackness, the maiden looks at those
around h e Domtstdre at me fer the suriihas burned
me& (Song 1:6).

Note: The discipline of the Lord has withered

made the life of the fl&h to be of no account to her. God is spoken
of in Scripture as being a sun, a consuming fire. He has scorched

11
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her with his terrible holiness and caused her to be black. Praise and
esteem becomes painful to the maiden because knows what she is
within hersd. She feels that she has been laid bare to every human
as well as to the eye of God. Any desire within her to be admired

or honored passes away. She only craves a deeper abasement so
that herLord alonemay be seen. (Watchman N&mng of Songs

[Fort Wadhington, Pennsylvania: Christian Literature Crusade,
1966], p. 23; Jessie Pehewis, Thy Hidden Onef-ort

Washington, Pennsylvania: Christian Literature Crusade, 1899],

pp. 1516)

Jesus said that in order to be his disciple, we had to hate our soul
life. (Luke 14:26). See Acts 20:221 as a clue of the meaning of
what Jesus is saying here.

And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not
knowing what will happen to me there. | only know that in every
city the Holy Spirit warns me tha@rison and hardships are facing

me. However, | consider my life worth nothing to me, if only |

may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
med the task of testifying to the gospel of gracacts 20:2224

12



Covering Song 1:5

THE HEART'S VISION

Come to me, all who are burdened . . . and | will refresh you souls
& Matthew 11:28

Beloved: Let him kiss me with the kisses of his madutfor yourlove is
more delightful than wine. For your ointntsrhave a lovely
fragrance; your name is as ointment poured out; because of
this, the virgins love you! Draw me; we will run after you. The
King has brought me into his chambers.

Friends: We rejoice and delight in you; we will remember your love
more tha wine.

Beloved: The upright love you! | am black, yet lovely, O daughters of
Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tertims of
Solomon.--Song 1:25

prodigal child. However, this is more. This is the cry for thetrmdgnate communion

and fellowship with the father and son that is conceivable. Her heart has been stirred to
cry o u tkissesoof Histmow#hoi What caused this cry? What d
Ver y s i mHidloye is note ddightfithanwinég 6 ( Song 1 :L8wis.poinlse sse Pe
out:

The mai den has known the Fatheroés kiss of I €

AThe soul must al ways have a heavenly visi
things of the earth. The O6eyes of the hearto
The clearer theision, the more entire the dependence upon the Holy Spirit for its fulfillment,
and the more intense the thirst after God.

AWe shall prove ourselves to be of little
what we O6give umpb 6exdlhyi mMoveurn smbieder. We | o0sc¢

exchange the earthly treasures for the heavenly ones. All that is of earth lasts but for a moment,
but God satisfies for ever.o

The maiden has realized that anything the world has to offer, the suaresspf as she
statesthe best winedoes not compare with the sweetness of his love.

She loves him for who he is. Jesus is indeeditinted One T flagranée of his
perfumeis pleasilg ( 1: 3) . Not only does t hashdyditether s mel
but the maiden has also sensed the attractive scent. This is not something she has heard about or
caught a glimpse of, but in some way, far beyond the description of mere words, she has realized
the value of the sweet fragrance of his ointteen

At the same time, she has idlikeperfuntepaured t o hi
out 0 ( S olJegyd Jeho8ah the SavioEmmanued God with us. The ointment of his
Name has been pour ed o urade hithselsnothingetakiyphte veeyd hi ms e
nature of a servant and humbled himself and became obedient to death, therefore God exalted
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him to the highest place and gave him the Name that is above every Réitemon2:6-11).
fiNo wonder the maidens loveyou ( Song 1: 3) !

The Hearts Decision:

They have been won by him, and at first, they love him for all the joy he gives them; they
|l ove the Giver for his gifts. Ho w &akeemme,away h e ma
with you, draw me, we will run after you ( S o n ghatlLcardkhow hii 0 i s her cry.

As we follow on to know the Lord, therginswill be drawn too. We need to press on to
full growth in the spiritual life, or we may be standing in the way of others. We unconsciously
exercise an attractive force towards Giode seek to know him fully, and to walk with him.

The maiden also realizes that cordseofhuman k | s
kindness, and lift the yoke of bondage from her as he feeds herbimfelHosea 11: 4) . H
simply in the wil; she cannot do anything except abandon herself to his hands, and respond to
his drawings.

The King's Chambers

No sooner has she made her del i bdhe&ihge choi
has brought me into his Chambers ( So n g that idis)not intd thdangqueting House
but hischambersit is here that she will be prepared for the fuller knowledge of her Lord.

The chambers could be the secret place, as
place of the Most High shall reiinastable and fixed under the shadow of the Almighty [Whose
power no f oe am9l:lAmptifiedsVersian.dlhisis thie Bride Chamber, a place
of close intimacy. Being the perfect gentleman that he is, he would certainly never bring her into
his chambers if he had no intention of a consummation of the relationship. The very act of
bringing the maiden into his secret place marked the beginning of an intimate communion with
her and a special revelation of himself to her. She would unquestionglelyezce a fellowship
she has never known before and would see things she had never seen before.

Here we see the revelation of the Holy Spirit asGbenforter When she received eternal
life, the Holy Spirit was imparted to her as thearantee of greatehings All her desires after
God are the work of the Holy Spirit within her, but she has never recognized him as & Person
as theOne sent by the Fathé&s take the things of Jesus and show them t6 ldrthis time she
has placed too much importancelar consecration and her faith. Instead, she should have put
all her energy on him and his-working. She has never had the comfort of knowing him as
living inside her as a personal teacher, charged by the Father and the Son to lead her into all the
fullness of God.

AThe King has brought me in . . 0 weowigl |
1:4)! Through this fresh revelation of God to the maiden, the young virgins learn to rejoice in the
King rather than in his gifts, so that they caroalee his glory and talk about him.

When they got t oget heChistianwakpbutdaawng theawork al k a
to the day when it wil/ b e tThosewhalfealegthefLorda e, t h
talked continuously witheacht her about the Lord, and the Lor
wi || be mined says the Lord Al mighty, &édin the

(Malachi3:16-18).
Their conversation became a joyous, spontaneous outgrowth of their walkgotynte
and righteousness,canscience void of offence toward God and man
AHow right they are to |l ove youo (Song 1: 4
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The Revelations in the King's Chambers

After she is brought into his chambers, the awesome presence of God quickly reveals
every thingthat is not of him ablackness lainblack 6 ( Song 1:5) she cries
the light of God. Noblackwith deliberate disobedience and sin, because she has already been
bought and cleansed from the past. In order to have been brought thi® frelationship with
the Lord, she had to have put aside everything that was knowingly wrong in her life.

The Spirit of God will deal deeply with everyone who makes the confession of the

mai den twilenbafteripoa yo fHe wi | | girethveie leeart aedlifethagis hi n
contrary to the mind of God. If the believer is obedient at every point, then the moment comes
when the | ight breaks i n and i n lamhbackKoi nNgodts, c h

as | already said, with the sitigat have been put away, but black in herself, in her humanity, in
all her accursed inheritance from the first Adam. Before, shetbolghtabout the blackness of
sin. Now sheseeghat beauty as a creature is corrupted. All of her natural endowmeingsfan
i's corrupt i dwaslefsaore, gaanmat this @averwhalming vision; | had no
strength left, my face turned pale and | was helglesq i€.a n1 OMy &3rs. hadrheard of you
but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore | despisediysbl#2:56 ) I,am tindone, | am
ruined, | am unclean Isgiah6:5).

When this selabhorrence is real and deep, then you will have no hesitation in
acknowledging it. Many people want the dél dealt with in secret and are not willing to be as
honestbefore others as they are before God. Some even refuse to be fully open before their God.
This pride has to be broken before deliverance can come. Even our spiritually religious
appearances must be surrendered so that we can be brought into a lifgpaférameality
before both God and man.

My wife has a marvelous gift that allows her to see beyond the words of people she is
counseling. She is able to see inside the motives and truth in what people say to her. Okay,
granted, | call it a marvelous giftbut it can also be very disconcerting when you are the patient
under the knife of the examunable to hide from her probing eyes. This is not something she
does deliberately, or even consciodsly h e d o e s nt@ats eavén theaae fAspeci al
insightshe has is very amazing and the more marvelous because of her innocence in using the
gift.

In realizing the depth of her blackness, she also has a realization of the changes that have
been done through the righteousness of Christ. This new beauty stroseseptance in Christ
and the transf or mi ngYeslfam black, yeoldvelygQ dawgletersion her |
Jerusalem. Black in myself as the rough, unsightly tents of Beddr S o nKgdartefets jo a
dark roomor chambey so she is pointingp her dark and urenewed mind or soul. Paul stated
that he counted everything in lEsutlife as rubbish, and consequently experienced the
righteousness of God. In the same way, the Church or believer is often referred to in the
symbolic language of 8ipture as thenoon The moon is dark in itself, it has no light of its own,
but the light it gives off is a reflection of the light from the sun. 3in@in scripture represents
Jesus

She pr ocl aidalike thedents of Kedar i yse tiiractive asthe baautiful
curtains of Sol omon. Sol omonds curtains were
acts of the saints (Relation19:8). Our maiden has turned to the finished work of her Redeemer,
knowing that she iaccepted in the Beved and covered with His beauty in the eyes of a Holy
God.
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fOne with Hi m, O Lord, Ther e | l i ve,

Christ it is who there adores Thee;

Who more dear, or who more nigh?
All the FathedMisdhrearyetni Hes o%on"' s

o Author Unknown.

a l
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Covering Song 1:8

THE DISCOVERY OF SELF
Qutline Covering Song 1:6-8

Beloved Do not stare at me because | am black, because | am darkened by
the sun. My motherods sons were angry with
vineyards; my own vineard | have neglected. Tell me, you whom | love, where
do you feed your flock and where you rest your sheep at midday. For why should
| be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your companions?
Lover: If you do not know, most beautiful among women, gthe
footsteps of the flock. And feed your young goats beside the tents of the
shepherds.

1. The Maiden has been caught up in caring for the vineyard, or working for
God, and she has neglected her own personal relationship with the Lord (Song
1:6).Compre this to the story of Mary and Mart
listening to his Word. Martha was distracted with her service (Luke 4238
Jesus told Martha that only a few things were necessary, really only one.

dousutol haes wahakanbe said

2.Jesus0b6 exho e
d have Matme2323).t hout negl ec

rt
things you shoul

3.3.AMYy motherdés sonso refers to those who
after the flesh. Carnal Chri shunggms t hat do
t he mai d6Gaafiaast:26€Ar t (

4. Because of the persecution, the maiden
flock, where do you make it Iie down at no

Note: Noon symbolizes the perfect light of day. It is the sun in full
strength.

5. The path of the believer is compared to the light of dawn that shines
brighter and brighter until the full daf?(overbs4:18)

6. As we put away wickedness and trust in the Lord, we can lift up our face
without moral defect, embarrassmeand guilt. We can be steadfast and not fear .
... and our life will be brighter than noonday. The sun refers to the glory and
presence of God, the brighter the sun shines, the more of the Father we
experience.

Note: The maiden is like those who aslethord for the pathway to
spiritual maturity, those who desire the path of rest with God in the fullness of his
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light and in full fellowship with him. Such do not wish to be a part of companies
of people who follow men of God (his companions) rather tharLord Himself.
This is symbolized by the flocks of his companions. (Watchman Nee, Song of
Songs, p. 25; Jessie Pebewis, Thy Hidden Ones, pp. 4&7).

7. Each of are called into this fellowship with his Son (li@thians1:9).

8. The early church as rebuked for following after men (I Qothiangl:12
13).

991n not wanting to be a veiled one, the
our being unveiled. i.e.: We should not want a hardness of heart or mind, but an
openness to receive revelation.qbr. 3:1518)

Note: Wearing a veil was the custom of women during Bible times. Their
faces could only be seen by their husbands. The maiden desires to have her face
uncovered that she might look intently into the Bridegroom's face. We as
believers desiréhat our hearts might be opened to God so that we might receive
the revelation of him.

10. The Bridegroom instructs the maiden to go forth on the trail of the
flock and to pasture her young goats by the tents of the shepherds (Song 1:8).

Note: We needo imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the
promises. We need to imitate the faith of those who led us and spoke the Word of
God to us and to follow in Christ's steps (Heb. 6:12; 13:7; | Pet. 2:21).

11. The shepherds refers to the fil@d ministry: Apostles (special
messengers), Prophets (inspired preachers and expounders), Evangelist (preachers
of the Gospel, traveling missionaries), Pastors (shepherds of His flock), and
Teachers (Eph. 4:113).

12. Goats refer to those for whom weeaesponsible (Song 1:8).

Note: In the pursuit of our own spiritual maturity, we must be careful not
to neglect the younger kids or goats, the less mature ones, for whom we have
responsibility. Our attention here focuses on service and warns thakimgsfe
Christ in a fuller measure for ourselves, our duty to younger and more immature
ones must also be carried out. (Watchman Nee, Song of Songs, p. 27)

13 Notice the King addresses the maiden as the most beautiful among
women (Song 1:8). Recogniziogr own lack of selivorth and need for the Lord
is the first requirement to becoming truly beautiful in the eyes of the King. The
maiden has begun to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth (Johr24t8nd the
King promises that he will love her ansdose himself to her (John 14:21).
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Covering Song 1:8

THE DISCOVERY OF SELF

If any man comes to me, and does not hate his own life . . .
he cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:26

Beloved Do not stare at me because | am black, because | am darkened

by the sun. My mot herds sons were angr

me take care of the vineyards; my own viaely! have
neglected. Tell me, you whom I love, where do you feed your
flock and where you rest your sheep at midday. For why should
| be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your
companions?

Lover:  If you do not know, most beautiful among women, @thie
footsteps of the flock. And feed your young goatddeethe
tents of the shepher@dsSong 1:68

Ithough the maiden sees that she is black and dark, she also has the hope that God will
Af | ood her being with his gl origelkethssan, ah
and the sunlight will be seven times brighter, like the light of seven full days, when the

pro

Lord binds up the bruises of hi sahdoe).pithee and h

darkness of the moon, symbolizing therenewed mid of the believer, will be totally
transformed and filled with the light of the sun so that it too appears in the image of the sun

itsel f! I n f a clikethe light ofsevendull daysdo wsoeuMd eln bef Acour se

spiritual perfectionso this verse confirms that there will be complete light flooding the Church.
The New Testament testifies to this same hope. Although, before we can shine like the
sun, we must first endure many times of testing and trials. We are told by Paul to

A f iuxeyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition so that you
will notgrowwearyand ose heart . o

Al n your struggle do not | ose heart becal

loves. Endure hardship as discipline; that we may share in his holiness. No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a

harves of righteousness and peace for those v

(Hebrews12:21 3 ) . ASo, our present sufferings
with the glory that ang818) be revealed in
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All of the trials and persecutions we endureMsied ence t hat Godds judg

we endure, we will be counted worthy of the Kingdom of Godi{@ssalonian$:4-5). When we
complete the race set before us, we will finally hear a loud voice in heaven say:

ANow has come t he randthekingdonoaiouaGodi, t he Powe

and the authority of His Christ. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lig@smuch as to shrink
from 0 Radatonsl2:1011

ATo him who o vvetherighhte sit,withime animly throrg,i
just as | overcame and s atd Rdvelationswi t h my
3:21

AThe desert and the dry Il and wil/l be

blossom . . . they will see the glory of the Lord, thesgdbr of our God.
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with

fear f ul hearts, 6éBe strong, do not fear;

will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopeedwill

the lame leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb shout of joy . . . A highway
will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey
on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; . . . only the redeemed wik wa
there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zionsiriding;
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them and
sorrow and si gilsaigh3but-td I f |l ee awayo

Keeping the Vineyards

Our maiden hasden an active worker, a keeper of vineyards (Song 1:6), \aoeyards
appointed by others. It seems that she has thought more of service than of conformity to the
image of Christ. Like Martha, she was distracted by all the serving that had to be done (Luke
10:40), and, in caring for everyone el seds

was so caught up in the doing of works that she neglected her own personal relationship with the

Lord. Jesus told Martha that only a few things were s&arg, and really only one (Luke 10:41
42) and that we should do it without neglecting the others (idat23:23).
Our maiden is now beginning to feel the pain of being misunderstood and misjudged by

F a

n

gl act

y

e

other children of God. fdmlg mot hed 66Scomysl wey e

t hought she was one of the most conseerated w
condemnation and her c¢ry that she is black. D
Then what in the world is this dden exclamation? But you see, they never knew how she had
suffered in secret under the increasing conviction of utter failure. They never saw what was
passing between her and her God. It was true she had laid aside every weight, and had walked in
victory up to the light she had. N@wall that she had thought was beautiful, looked black, and
all of her consecrated activity was nothing but a hideous, loathsome self.

ADond6ét even | ook at me, 0 she cries, fibecau
consumh n g ofHier eaddas scorched me with his terrible h

have seen Bht&). Kingo (I sa

The maiden is so conscious of what she is in herself, she feels as if she had been laid bare

to every human eye, as well as the eygsad. She cannot stand any praise or esteem from
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those around her. Every desire to be looked up to, or honored, is gone. Her only desire is a
deeper abasement so that her Lord alone may be seen.

The Maiden's cry to the King
Our maiden turns away from tihasjudgments of other Christians, and the bitter self
knowledge that has broken in on her, and turns to the Beloved of her heart. He at least will
understand. He knows how her heart's cry is after Himself, that she has chosen to count
everything loss fortte Excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus her Lord. He knows how she
loathes herself, and how she rests as never before on his righteousness as her only merit before
the throne of God. He knows, He loves, He cares! She turns to him with the cryndfdier
being. nTell me, 0 She exclaims, dtell me, whe
Scriptures compares the beginning of our new life in Christ to daybreak; the sun is just
beginning to shine over the horizon, while high noon refers to ounatllrity, free from all the

fog and shadows. AThe path of the righteous i
till the ful brbs##i §8). ofiYdayol ( Peowi | | be bri gh-
wi || become dbilkl€). morni ngo (J

Godds desire i s t-from-tbow wauld peded en, padt taetshadasvs b o r n
into the full light of life in the Holiest of All. Yet, how many of us still live in the twilight and
never emerge into that rest at noon which picturesattan the heart of God, in union with the
Only Begotten of the Father.

ATel | me akBbdurne triestt ,Mosrhe cries. She has f
Christians need the most is not so much a system of works but that unique place where the Lord
feeds his flock and makes it to rest. Because of her lack of nourishment, she is looking for a
place to be fed, and because of her need for rest, she is looking for a place to lie down.

The maiden is asking the Lord for the pathway to spiritual maturitygkdatest desire is
to find the path of rest with God in the fullness of his light and in divine union with his heart.

AWhy should | be |ike someone that is wand
companions? Going from f | o pdnions areifdeed colfadons So n g
of the Lord, but the flocks are not the flocks of the Lord. They are rather, the flocks of his
companiond people who follow men of God rather than being gathered to the Lord Himself.

The wandering around speaks of a stateegidpconfused or ashangedvhich will
happen to anyone traveling in such a crowd. | cannot tell you how many people are shipwrecked
because their leader has fallen. The hero of their faith is found to have committed adultery, or
their Pastor has stolen frofme church.

Our maiden is still outside of everything that represents his flock, so she cries

appealingly, AWhere, after all, Lor @ whetko y ou
can | find satisfaction? Mgek &daggatiafFwayson
do I find it in you? Right now, | am searching for food and rest for my soul, but I cannot find

them in the east or in the west. Should I getout Preackstd® 0 6 s t apes and | i st
again?

ASpendi ng arklyalongkide she ftocksroé youm eompanions has made me a
poor wanderingsodlr i di cul ed and criti-emaedtbtdéThegaoakl |
going from churcko-church trying to find peace. All this time, | have been playing a big game,
and now need the real t hi ng! Lord! Would you pl ¢
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The King's response

The Shulamite has discovered three things within the inner chamber. First, she is black in
Adam, her old natural state. Yet, because of her relationship to Chrisg,saautiful. Second,
due to the Lordés dealings with her, she real
works of service. Third, she recognizes her need for spiritual food and rest. It is at this point the
King responds to her diligent sergi

The King addresses her as Athe most beauti
greatest attraction to him because of her capacity to appreciate him. However, in a tone that
al most carries reproach he sdayhe tto altckrs, offil ft hye
(Song 1:8). The Lord is trying to show her that, in some measure, she is responsible for her
ignorance. Her directions are written in the Book, but she has been taken off the path by
attending to the works of others.
In answer tdher desire for instruction, he directs her to continue in the footsteps of the
flock, to continue her work quietly beside th
Unfortunately, when other devoted children of God meet people like the maiden, a soul
hardpressed in her purgwf a personal knowledge of him, they apparently do not understand
her path. They fail to comprehend the heavenly vision that draws her on to obedience to him.
Maybe they think it is unnecessary.

| believe this is the reason he gave her these direclitvese is a danger she will forsake
the assembling together (HelwsL 0 : 25) i n the shepherdds tents,
continuing to be faithful to whatever service has been committed to her hand.

It is very important that although the Holpi8t may be stripping away the works of the
flesh, or what some call the consecrated self, you must maintain the faithful fulfilment of all
outward duty, in order to learn acting on principle rather than on pleasant impulse. Do not

develop an attitude ofndifference, themingd et t hat says, @Al donodot fee
The King said to Afollow the tracks of the
who understand you, o0 but go forth in the path

the time and the way to answer your petition, and then you can know the rest at noon in the heart
of God.

Nevertheless, make sure that as you are traveling with the flock, under the leading of the
Great Shepherd. Do not become more concerned with keepingithethe flock, rather than
with the Beloved. Because you still need to have your eyes on him alone, and then he will lead
you on by the right path, to the city of habitation.

He al so instructs her to figrazeoydq®Brongoung
1:8). This is an expression of apprehension that in her quest for satisfaction and absorption with
her own needs, she may neglect her duties to younger and more immature believers, and even
close the door on them. It is even possible that thedoddest she is seeking will come as she
cares for and feeds the lambs. She will not find it if she neglects that service of love.

| believe the Lordds intent i owshephardsfthmge her
who shepher d uectior. He dedires that gshe find Iser pthceramong them. In that
way, she will provide for those young kids that she is resporfsible

The greatest danger that many run into when they begin to experience this new
revelation, is that they will feel like asing from any active service and works of mercy.

Unless you have very direct guidance to the contrary, experience says no. The past can be
dealt with at the place called Calvary and in your dependence on the continual flow of the life of
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Christ. By faithin the working of God (Calssian:12), you can have the power to carry on
your service out of obedience and principle, if not with a sense of delight

No matter how deeply God may be dealing with us, we can always rely on his power to
fulfill all that lies in the path of duty. To shrink back because we have lost our delight in the
service would be giving occasion to the flesh and yielding tepsigif Just because God is
dealing with us and revealing our true condition, can never be a sufficient reassingong to
help anyone who comes to us in their need.

Not only that, if we are conscious that we are involved in responsibilities placed on us by
others, and not by him, we will have to commit each difficulty to him. In his own time and way,
he will setus free. He may even use our bonds, as the very means for the practical crucifixion of
our own life and plans.
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Covering Song 144

THE KING'S VOICE
Outline Covering Song 1:9-14

Lover. O my love, | have compared you to my mares harnessed to one
of the chariots of Pharaoh. Your cheeks are beautiful with
ornaments, your neck with chains of beads. We will make you
ornaments of gold, studded with silver.

Beloved: While the King is at his table, my perfume gives its fragrance.
My love to me is a sachef myrrh resting between my breasts.
My lover is to me like a cluster of henna blossoms from the
vineyards of En Ged.i.

At his table, Jesus opens his heart to his redeemed one. The

Bridegroom has much to say to his own which cannot be said

at the beginn n g . He must first say, AFol |l ow N
away from other interests before he can tell us of a path that is

expedient for us that will lead to a fuller knowledge of himself.

1. The Bridegroom compares the swiftness of the maiden running
afterhimt o t he choicest horse among Pharaoh:
1:9)

2. We are to seize the kingdom of God by force, as a precious prize,

with most ardent zeal and intense exertion (Makt11:12
Amplified Bible)

And from the dayg of John the Baptist until the
present timaghe Kingdom of heaven has endured
violent assaultand violent men seize it by force (as
a precious prizé) a share in the heavenly Kingdom
is sought fowith most ardent zeal and intense
exertion.d Matthew11:12Amplified Version

3. In Job, here is a picture of an ardent and striving horse. He refers
to it as a Warhorse, full of the strength of the Lord. It laughs at
fear. Does not turn back from the sword. Does not stand still at the
voice of the trumpet. He scents (discerns) the battl&kaods the
war cry. (Job 39:125).

Note: This is intense pressing on to know the Lord and the consequential
abandonment to the Holy Spirit for his work to be done at any cost.
Once the will is wholly surrendered to God and the decision made
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Note:

Note:

to obey andollow at all costs, the Spirit is able to do his work. It

is delay and ceaseless controversy of the will against the Spirit that
grieves and hinders the Lord. As a result, the child of God is
unable to emerge from the region of strife into deepest destsie
PennLewis, Thy Hidden One. 20).

In his description of the maiden, he refers to the Chariots of
Pharaoh, and various ornaments and stings of beads. These items
point to the wealth and power that belong to the-ttai(Song

1:9-10).

AShe is swift in movement and
beauty, talent, and strength. For us the comparison points out that
in spite of the revelation of the inner chamber and a true quest for a
spiritual life, one's natural endowments may come imtich
prominence in this pursuit. Many make no progress in spiritual life
because of the intrusion of natural movements. Only what is
wrought of God can be reckoned in terms of true value and carry
us t o our goalSonyof@SaNgs. 29n man Nee

The Bridegroom promises to make her ornaments of gold and
beads of silver.

The word for ornaments in the original Hebrew means something
like a crow® a goldbraided wreath resembling a crown. The
promise of the Bridegroom is that he will tréorsn his Bride

through redemption and crown her with eternal life (Rev. 2:10).
The working of the gold into ornaments or a braided wreath
requires much fire as gold is only pliable when melted. Likewise,
the Bridegroom transforms the carnal nature intowhiach is

holy. The surrendered soul, pressing on for the prize of the high
calling of God, is promised here that the work will be done.
Christbés Bride shal/l know | ife
in fact, she shall sit down with him in his theoand be a partaker

of his glory. For those who have a longing heart, God has promised
to fulfill all their desires. Rest upon his Word! (Jessie Pleewis,

Thy Hidden One9. 20).

As a child of God seeks after
are pranised that it will come to us and exalt and honor us.
(Prowerbs4:7-9)

Gold many times has been said to represeativine lifeand

glory of the Lord Jesus, whikdlver representsedemption

(Herbert LockyerAll the Messianic Prophecies of théR, p.

358). The only way men and women can become partakers of the

has a

i n f

Godo6s
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

divine nature is by his precious and magnificent promises (Il Peter

1:3-4).

We are assured from the very mouth of the Lord that he will

perform his Word (Nurbers23:19).

Themaiden's attention is directed to the King at his table (Song

1:12).

The requirement for communing with the Lord at his banqueting

table is to first hear his voice and then to open the door to him

(Rewelation3:20).

At this table we will findoread and a variety of meat (I Kings

4:22-23).

Il n order to eat t he

to the word of righteousness, not babidsit mature. Because of
practice, our senses are trained to discern good and evil

(Helrews5:13-14).

As she partakes of this spiritual food, as she communes with the
King, her perfume gives forth its fragrance (Song 1:12).

Consider when Mary anointed Jesus with perfume (Johr3)2:1
Mary anointed Jesus because of her love, her aptiecand her
dedication to him. Because of this act of love, the fragrance of the

perfume filled the room.

me at

at

t

h e

The result of feasting on the meat of the Word brings joy, resulting

in true praise and a life of dedication and love toward the King.
Thistype of life gives off a sweet smelling fragrance to God and to

all those who come near (éemniah15:16)

Jeremiah presents a picture of believers who are giving off this
type of fragrance as shouting for joy and being radiant as they
rejoice in thedance. Their life being like a watered garden and

their soul filled with abundance (&sniah 31:1214).

As a result of communing at the banqueting table, the beloved has

become a pouch of myrrh (Song 1:13).

Consider the properties of myrnlug will discover the new light in

which the maiden has come to know the King.

Metaphor

Parallel
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Myrrh is an embalming spice and was  Total deah to self (Mark 10:38, 45;

used in theembalming of Jesus. Philemon3:10).

Myrrh has a preserving ality; He has granted us divine promises, in order
it keeps things froncorrupting, That by them, we escape the corruption in
putrefying and rotting. the world (Il Peter 1:4.1).

Myrrh has a beautifying quality Washing of the water of the

It is good to take away wrinkles Word(Ephesians:25-27).

from the face and make the skin
Smooth and shining.

Myrrh was the first and principle The yoke will be broken by the anointing
ingredientof the Holy anointing (Isaiah10:27 [Fatness means anointing]
oil appointed for use in the Isaah61:1).

anointingof Aaron andhe Tabernacle.

Myrrh has a healing quality. The Word brings health (Prexbs4:20-22).
Myrrh has a perfuming quality; Manifests a sweet aroma of the knowledge
it is used foperfumng garments of Him (Il Corintians 2:1416).

and other things to makkem cast
a pleasant smell.

Application:

I n closest communion at the Kingbs tabl
from the lips of the Lord that if she is to know him fully, she must

expectsuffering and sacrifice. Until now, she has only had

glimpses of Christ in his glory. Now he asks her to follow him,

even though it Amaypualetadrinkttheeupcr oss. i

that | drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which | am

baptizel? 6 ( Mar k 10:38). Will she turn back?
made. It is only in sharing the fellowship of his sufferings that we

can share and know the power of his resurrection. Will she follow

in the steps of Jesus, who for the joy set before him, entheed

cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of God?

She reveals her Bride Spirit by consenting to follow him at all

costs. Clasps the myr Mpnbelovedisher breast a
to me a sachet of myrrho

To her joy, by embracinthe fellowship of his sufferings total
death to seff she finds that this precious myrrh that she holds so
closer to her heart begins to preserve her and keep her from
corruption, thus allowing her to partake of the divine nature and
making her calling andlections sure. It has begun to beautify her
with the water of the Word, taking away all blemishes, spots and
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19.

wrinkles. It has brought an anointing upon her life that has begun
to break the yoke of the enemy over her and to set her free from
bondage. Thisnyrrh clasped to her breast has begun healing all
her flesh. The perfuming quality of this myrrh has produced a
fragrance upon her life so that she has become a fragrance of
Christ in every place. Men begin to marvel, not being able to cope
with the wisdan and the Spirit with which she is speaking, and
begin recognizing her as one who has been with Jesus. (Benjamin
Keach,Preaching from the Types and Metaphors of the Bjijle
470-472).

AO soul, what can you say t
What can you sato Him with the pierced hands?
But o1 will not | eave
My heart is fixed O God,
My heart is fixed. 60

The maiden compares the Bridegroom to a cluster of henna
blossoms in the vineyard of En Gedi.

Note: Henna flowers were used by Jewish magifan

adornment. En Gedi was a place in the wilderness where David
fled to hide. To find henna blossoms in the desolate place
symbolizes the uniqueness of Jesus. She is adorned with Christ, so
here is a visible manifestation of Jesus to the world.

o the

t hee,
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Coveing Song 1:914

THE KING'S VOICE

Whoever has my commandments and obeys them,
he is the one who loves me . . . and | will . . . manifest Myself to him.
0 John 14:21

Lover. O my love, | have compared you to my mares harnessed to one
of the chariots of Pharaoh. Your cheeks are beautiful with
ornaments, your neck with chains of beads. We will make you
ornaments of gold, studded with silver.

Beloved: While the King is at his table, my perfume gives its fragrance.
My love to me is a sachef myrrh resting between my breasts.
My lover is to me like a cluster of henna blossoms from the
vineyards of En Gedi.

At his table, Jesus opens his heart to his redeemed one. The

Bridegroom has much to say to his own which cannot be said

at the beginn n g . He must first say, AFol |l ow N
away from other interests before he can tell us of a path that is

expedient for us that will lead to a fuller knowledge of himself.

0 Song 1:914

immediately, in the same way that a baby knows the voice of her mother. Thetigoé
Divine Life, that was imparted to her responds intuitively to the voice of its Creator.

In this first degree of union with theokd, he seems to speak very little and very briefly.

The pouring out is on the side of the one seeking to know him. He answers her very briefly, and
encourages her with the renewal of his promises. Although, unbroken communion with him is
not yet establiséd.

Her he ar Myseul fallowg hardaftery@iu amR&8 : 3), Jethees sai d
Kingdom of heaven is obtained by fayce ( et t11: 12), or as trhee Ampl i
seize it by force (as a precious priae) share in the heavenly kidgm is sought for witmost
ardent zeabndintense exertion 6 Wi intensetvéhémenpressing on to know the Lord
comes her abandonment for the Holy Spirit to do his work at any cost. This is what the King sees
in his friend and what he compareshe swift course and quick obedience of the beautiful
steeds in the royal chariot of PharabphSo ng 1 : 9 ) . full'®fhhie strenigtb of theeLord;s i
laughs at fear; does not shy away from the sword; cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds;
catcheshie scent of battle from afar, the shout of the commanders and the baitle ¢ryd o b 3 9 : 1 ¢
25).

I n answer to her cry, the King himself speaks wofdmfort to her. She recognizes his voice

It has been said that it is unnecessary to drive a soul that goes without driving! Once our
will is wholly surrendered to God, and the decision made to obefodoa at all costs, the
Holy Spirit will be able to do his work quickly and efficiently. Our delays and ceaseless arguing
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grieves and hinders the Lord. They will keep you from emerging from the region of restlessness
and frustration, into perfect rest.

It is very important that you not lose your rest in seeking to know the Lord. This is where
|l most often | ose touch with the Lord"'s worKki
canst go no faster than a ful Idwilllegagoudnence of
safely, if we are simply true in aim and quick in obedience to every indication of his will.

When we come to this point in our spiritual journey, we must remember the danger of the
impulsive and impetuous nature of our flesh. Only tloéytpirit can teach us true cooperation
with his workings. We can trust him not to allow us to lag behind, or press beyond his leading. It
is very important that each degree of union be established before we are led on the next.

The King's Promises

AYourcheeks are beautiful with plaits of hair . .0 (Song 1:10) . Each
certain traits and abilities that just come naturally. Maybe it is an ability to teach or a heart to
serve. Some have artistic talents and others have musical skills. Soené desire to give of
themselves, their finances, their mechanical skills. The King sees a measure of natural beauty,
talent, and strength in the maiden. This is whapthgs of hairsignify. These are parts of our
personality that, from an earthbpint of view, we would call beautiful or gifted. There are also
character traits formed from your relationship with the Lord. The more time spent in prayer,
study of the Word and worship, the more you begin to reflect the heart of the Lord.

The compariso between the two is made now, in order to point out that despite the
revelation of the innechamber and a true quest forpargual life, your own natural
endowments might come into too much prominence in this pursuit. The problem is, many people
do notmake any progress (or progress very slowly), in the spiritual life because of the intrusion
of those natural gifts. Only what is formed and shaped by God can be considered in terms of true
value and carry us to our goal. Many times waitural abilities gt in the way. We need to
surrender to his work in our livdsto be formed in his image, not our own image.

As | mentioned, this seems to be what he i
wh en h éeVesvilh make youfplaits of gold with studs dfesi6 ( Song 1: 11) .

Gold symbolizeghe divine natur@andsilver refers toa redeemed main other words,
the Bridegroom is promising to transform the maiden through redemption. He will crown her
with the divine life. The working of gold into ornamentsadoraided wreath requires a lot of fire
as gold is only workable when melted. Fire in scripture refers to tests andl tnaleme cases,
suffering. Not suffering in the sense of sickness and disease, but suffering the denial of our
fleshly desires. Therpmise of the Bridegroom is to transform all that is of the natural life into
the divine nature.

If she remains surrendered to his work and pliable under his touchséwedcontinues to
press on for the prize of the high calling of God, he will finfehwork! As she fully surrenders
her heart and will, sheill knowthe divine life in union with the Glorified One; shal sit down
with him in his throne and be a partaker of his glory. For those who have a longing heart, God
has promised to fulfill altheir desires. Rest on his Word!

AGod i s not a man, that he should Iie, n
his mind. Does he speak and then not act?
(Numbers23:19)?

AO | onging heart,
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your God has promised to filll all your desires.

Rest upon His royal Word in all that is to come.

The word of the Lord may try you,

as it did His servant Joseph,

but it came to pass then,

and it shal/l be fulfilled to you.o
--Jesse Penhewis

The King's Table

In the wonderfustory,P i | g r i mo,st stRes thay twe «f the charactdrajthful
andChristian, journeyed on, and as they came out of one of the wilderness adventures, meet up
once again witlevangelist

ANow when they were got neasd Faithlt qui te out
chanced to cast his eye back, and espied one coming after them, and he knew him.
Oh! Said Faithful to his brother, who comes yonder? Then Christian looked, and
said, It is my good friend Evangelist; Ay, and my good friend too, said Faithful,
for O0twas he that set me the Way to the Ga

They greet each other warmly and begin to review their many adventures:

AThen, said Evangelist, How hath it farei
time of our last parting? What have you met with, and hawe you behaved
yourselves?

AThen Christian and Faithful told him of
in the Way; and how, and with what difficulty, they had arrived to that place.

ARi ght glad | am, said Evarmngteiyoust, not t
have been Victors and for that you have (notwithstanding many weaknesses)
continued in the way to this very day.

Al say, right glad | am | of this thing,
have sowed, and you have reaped; and the Daym#ng, when both he that
soweth, and he that reaped, shall rejoice together; that is, if you hold out; for in
due time ye shall reap, if you faint not. The Crown is before you, and it is an
uncorruptible one; so run, that your may obtain it."

llaidallt hi s groundwork so you can appreciate E
encouragement:

ASome there be that set out for this Cr o\
another comes in and takes it from them: Hold fast therefore what you have, let no
man tale your Crown: You are not yet out of the gunshot of the Devil: You have
not resisted unto Blood, striving against sin: Let the Kingdom be always before
you, and believe steadfastly concerning things that are invisible: Let nothing that
is on this side thether World get within you: And above all, look well to your
own Hearts and to the Lusts thereof, for they are deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked; set your faces like a flint; you have all power in Heaven and
Earth on your side. o
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In theSong of Solomaythe voice of the Lord restores the calm. His voice brings back to
the troubled and confused maiden the knowledge that the King is sitting at his table within her
heart.

AWhile the King was at his t aldvére, my per |
is to me a sachet of myrrh -i32sting between
She became occupied with sedfvelatiod the immediate result of her entrance into the

King's chambers, and the misjudgments ofrhert h e r ddfallowsbeliavers that have not
discovered the need or desire for the Holy pursuit. She was afraid that she was following the
wrong path. In agony of heart, she turned to him; will he tell her what to do? Will he let her go
astray? Her safety is in her helplessness; because she kreohasdio depend on him to direct
each step she takes (seadb®5:8-10).

In answer to her cry the King speaks and comforts her, telling her that he has everything
under control and reminds her of his presence. She can rest on his faithfulness, avediyttfieom
anxiety, frustration and commotion ofWheénhe wor
he gives quietness, who then can make tr@uble ( Job 34: 29) .

In this time of fellowship heperfume(or spikenard (which is the emblem of humiliéy
is orly possible through his Divine nature within her) sends forth its fragrance, and he fulfills his
pr o milfang :.. opens the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with
me& (Rev. 3:20).

At his table, he opens his heart to his srded friend, in the same way he did the night
before his crucifixion, to the little band of men who followed him all the way to Calvary.

fil did not tell you this in the beginningp he sai d (John Hofow4) . He
me 0 and dr awotharinterastsand other pmseessions, before he can tell us of a path
that isexpedientor us which will lead to a fuller knowledge Himself.

Because they are so tied to the needs and interest of their current life, believers miss the
most intimateitmes with the Lord.

In the fourth chapter of Mark, Jesus explained the process of sowing and reaping in each
of o urThd soweresews thé Word. The ones along the path are those who have the Word
sownintheirhearts ( r e a d -1RMY. MHat mMighb& Ylou even as you read this study or
listen to the preacher on the radio. Someone shares the truth of God's word with you. You listen
and recei ve iButwhenthaeyhearmu 1] els el & rSatan odimesratuorcd and
takes away the messaghieh is sown in them 6

Notice Satan doesndt wait for things to se
established in your heart. No, bemes at oncandtakes away the message.

This happened many years ago as | spoke with one of my uncles. Nedegbat | was
sharing, began to be moved by the Truth of God's Word, but within minutes, his lomeléner
scoffed at the words and dissuaded my uncle from following after the words that had been sown.

Jesus continued his lesson:

A Ot her s, owhonkoeky placestheasthe Word and at once receive it

with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the Word, the
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What happened here? Someone hears the Worduget¢sl on, starts to follow after the
Lordd then their friends or family make fun of them or discourage their desire for a holy pursuit.
Jesus also describes another person who hears the Word afighéheorries of this life,
the deceitfulness of wealtind the desires of other things come in and choke the word, making it
unfruitful .o

Instructions From The Table

Sitting in closest communion at the King
know him fully, she must expect suffering and saweif

Our maiden had only glimpses of the heavenly vision of Christ in his glory. This vision,
al beit | i mitdavmelwewlrimafterypuo0 &Now fie asks her, a
disciples, if she will follow him, even though it may mean ttee srdire yoil able to drink the
cup that | drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with Mar k 10: 38) ?

Will she turn back?

It is one thing to respond to the Savioros
Lord; but it isquit another thing to set our faces like flint after we have seen a little of what it
will mean to truly follow Christ.

The decisiormustbe made, and made so definitely, that whatever comes we will never
shrink back. The bridges must be burned behindag) speak, so that there never can be a
guestion of retreat.

We will see that th&VellBelovednu st f i rst be a Brbudlegor oom ol
myrrthdo ( Song 1:12), before we can know him in hi
fellowship ofhis sufferings that we can partake of the power of his resurrection. Will our maiden
follow in the steps of Jesus, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and sat down at the right hand of God?

She reveals her Bride Spiriy lsonsenting to follow him at all costs, clasps the myrrh to
her breast Myhetbvedistoneaas ms :b uind|l e oé&clustgrofr h, 0 ever
cypres8 ( Song 1:14). Myrrh is costly and bitter,
in the tree! Cypress is considered the funeral or cemetery tree of the East, the tree that signifies
death!

o
2}

To her joy; by embracing the fellowship of his sufferidigstal death to sedf she finds
that the myrrh she holds so close to her heart is beginnirrgserpe her and keep her from
corruption. It is allowing her to partake of the divine nature and making her calling and election
sure. It has begun to make her more beautiful with the water of the Word, taking away all
blemishes, spots, and wrinkles. IsHarought an anointing on her life that has begun to break the
yoke of the enemy over her and to set her free from bondage. This myrrh clasped to her breast
has begun healing all her flesh. The perfuming quality of this myrrh has produced a fragrance on
her life; she has become a fragrance of Christ in every place. Men begin to marvel, not being
able to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which she is speaking, and begin recognizing
her as one who has been with Jesus.

What can you say to the King atsHable? What can you say to Him with the pierced
h andslwilbotleavefyoo ( 2 Ki Myceart 8 fixéd) O God, my heart is fived
(P=alm57:7).

Behold, my bride, how fair my mouth, mine eyes;
My heart is glowing fire, my hand is grdte
And see how swift my foot, and follow me,
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For thou with me shalt scorned and martyred be,
Betrayed by envy, tempted in the wilds

And love shall wound, and steadfastness shall slay,
Yet thou shalt love me still

The spear shall pierce thy heart, my 8fell be

The life that lives and move henceforth in thee.
Then, as a conqueror loosened from the cross,
Thou shall awaken and be borne above

Upon the breath of mine almighty love.

--Mechthild of Hellfde 1277
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Covering Song 1:12:7

THE BANQUETING IDUSE
Outline Covering Song 1:15-2:7

Lover: Behold, you are beautiful, my love. Behold, you are beautiful;
your eyes are doves.

Beloved: Behold, You are beautiful, my Beloved; yea, pleasant. Also,
our bed is verdant. The beams of our house are cexulars;
rafters are of cypress. | am a rose, a lily of the valleys.

Lover.  As alily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

Beloved: As the apple among trees of the forest, so is my Beloved
among young men. | delighted in his shadow, and |®and
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the house
of wine, and his banner over me was love. Feed me with raisin
cakes, refresh me with apples, for | am sick with love. His left
hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me.

Lover: | adjure you by the gazelles, and by the does of the field, O
daughters of Jerusalem, that you do not stir up and do not
awaken the Love until it pleases.

1. The King praises t Hewbeaifulywn wi t h
are. Your eyes are likedove® ( Song 1:15)

Note: The Bridegroom sees the holy dove, the Spirit of the Father, shining
through the eyes of the believer whose gaze is turned wholly
toward him in complete abandonment and trust. From the
standpoint of function, the eyes of the dove galy see one thing
at a time. This signifies singleness of purpose.

2. Jesus told us that when your eye is clear (single) your whole body
is full of light; to watch out that the light in you may not be
darkened, because then we will be wholly illuméathfLuke
11:3436)

Note: As we fix our eyes on Jesus, our life will be completely illumined.
We must be careful not to look at the circumstances or the waves
around us. In doing so, we take our eyes off Jesus and begin to
look at things that produce daess in our minds and hearts.

3. As we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we will have the light of life
(John 8:12)

t
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4, |l n response, Howhlandsome ybleane, andsy s |, i
pleasanb ( Song 1: 16)

5. She says their bed is green and leafy [fraéghof vigor and
prosperity and flourishing] (Song 1:16 Amp. Version)

6. The righteous will flourish like the green leaf. They will be like a
tree planted by the water, its leaves will be green @h»11:28;
Jeemiahl7:7-8)

7. A good shepherd makéhis sheep lie down in green pastures
(Psaim 23:2)

Note: Therefore, the maiden finds rest for her soul in their communion
together. From their fellowship springs all that is fresh,
invigorating and flourishing in her life.

7. The maiden says her housas beams of cedar and rafters of
cypress (Song 1:17)

9. Cedars illustrate the new creation of God, of His saints:

Metaphor Parallel
The cedar is a very noble and stately tree. The saints will dwell in high spiritugllaces.
It growshigh. It mourts high toward heaven. They will se= the King and beholdhings
afar off (Isaah 33:1517; Cobssians3:1-2)

The cedar is a tree that takes deep root. The saints will take root and grow (Hosea
As the treggrows high, it proportionatel 14:5, 11; Il Saroel 23:5)

takes roots, becauséits height, the wind

would blow it down Therefore, the root system

must be as strong as the tree is tall.

The cedar is a very strong tree The saints are going from strength to
strength(Psalm 64.7)

The cedar is a tree full of sap. It also bears The saints will be full of sap (life) and yield
a sort offruit. The shadow of this tree is very fruit. Nations shall come to the saints &iPs
refreshing and fruitThe shadow of this tree 92: 12-15; Ezkiel 17:23; Is@éah 60:3-5)

Is very refreshing and all fowls of every wing

dwell under it.

The cedar is a very profitable tree, and is  We are being built together into a dwelling

excellentfor building. Solomon made (Ephesiang2:21-22)
the temple.
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Inferences:

If the saints are like cedars, excellent above others, well rooted,
strong, durable, and useful to God and men, do we excel? Do we
grow up high heavenward? Do we grow in humility? Are our
hearts lowest, when our estates are highest@nle are most
honored in the eyes of men, are we most humble in the eyes of
God? Remember that the tree that takes deepest roots spreads its
branches farthest out and brings forth the most fruit. There are
those who try to tear up the cedars of God by dlo¢s to destroy
them. Though they send many strong blasts and violent winds, yet
the saints have stood, and will stand. The Highest Himself will
establish His Church.

Finally, the cedar casts a shadow that enables birds of every wing
to dwell under he(Ezek. 17:2224). In the same way, how happy

are the people or nation who sit under the shadow or protection of
a righteous government when righteousness and judgment shall be
administered by the saints! All will seek shelter under it. This shall
be accomlished in the latter day. (Benjamin Kea€tneaching

from the Types and Metaphors of the Bilperand Rapids,

Michigan: Kregal Publications, 1972] pp. 7861).

The maiden said that their home was built of cedars and cypress.
The cypress is also knovas a funeral tree and is found commonly
in the graveyards of Judea. The cypress signifies death. Thus, we
see in these trees the life of the New Creation, and at the same
time, death. The dwelling places of the believer and the Lord is
built on the princib e t h d am csuaeified with Christ; the life

| now live by faith in the Son of God (atas:20)

Note: Both the cedar and the cypress were used in the building of

Sol omonbés templ e. I n other words, these
worthy for theconstruction of the habitation of God here on earth.

We see that the basis for Godds taberna
death of the accursed old life and the resurrection of the new.

Notice in the Song that the house is built not of one rafter by of

many, $iowing the members of the Body of Christ fitly joined

together, each joint supplying according to the proper working

order of each part (Epsians4:16).

Then it will come about in that ddlyat nations will resort to the root of
Jessewho will stand as signal for the peopleand His resting place will be
glorious.

And | shall glorify My glorious houséhe glory of Lebanon will come to
you, to beautify the place of my sanctuaAnd | shall make the place of my feet
glorious.
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And the sons of thosgho afflicted youwill come bowing to youand all
those who despised yauill bow themselves at the soles of your feetd they
will call you the city of the Lordthe Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Then all your people will be righteousiey will posgss the land forevethe
branch of my plantinghe work of my handghat | may be glorifiedd Isaah
11:10, Portions of Isah 60

10 The maiden refers to herselfthe rose of Sharon, the lily of the
valleys(Song 2:1)

Note: Sharon is a plain inutlea, and the rose mentioned here is a
rambling rose or some ordinary flower that is common to the area.
She is saying, Al am a very ordin
|l oved by God. 6 Con troaseaof Shardmoesmany b
not refer to Christ, durather to the maiden. It is her own
estimation of herself.

ary pe
el i efs

11 He sees her as a lily among thorns (Song 2:2). Thorns represent the
cursed earth (Gexsis3:18; Helvews6:7-8)

Note: The work of man, apart from God, can only produce thorns and
thistles

Simile Parallel
A lily is a very sweet flower, so fragrant We are a sweet aroma of Christ in every place
that aman's Senses will be easily turned (Il Corinthians2:14-15; Eplesians:1-2)
with the strengtlof its fragrance

A lily is an exceedigly white flower; Righteousness and purity of the saints
there is nothing more pure, nothing whitefRewelations19:8; Darel 12:10; Malachi 3:24
Note; fuller's soap is a whitening agent.)

The lily is a very fruitful flower, often Filling the wiole earth with fruid His glory,
yielding fifty pods. Note: 50 is the numbeknowledgeand kingdom.

of Jubile® in theyear of Jubilee (Isaah 27:6; Nunbers14:21;Habakkuk 2:14;
everything returns to its rightfawner. Danel 2:35, 44)

The lily is a \ery tall flowe® few others The Kingdom of God will be exalted above all
are taller. (Micah 4:12)

The lily is a flower gloriously adorned  The King's daughter is all glorious within
and lovely to look upon. Jesus said, (Psaim 45:13)

lovely to lookupon; Jesus said, "Solomon

in all his glory was not arrayed like these."

Its form isexcellent. It has six white leaves,

within are seveigrains, and all within is the

38



glory of gold. It hangslown its head. Much
of the glory of the lily isnward.

Conclusion:

As a most fragrant lily, the Bride of Christ gives off the sweet
fragrance of the knowledge of God in the midst of a cursed earth
under the domain of darkness. As a lily among thorns, so the Bride
of Christ stands forth in holiness and puirtiythe midst of a

crooked and perverse generation. As a fruitful lily, the Church will
grow and multiply until it has become a great kingdom and has

filled the whole earth with fruit. The year of jubilee will be ushered

in, and everything will be returned its rightful owner, for the

kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our God and

of his Christ. When Christ shall rul e o
will be exalted above every other kingdom and nations will come

to them (Isah 2:1-4; Reelaions2:2527). The ChurchChr i st 6 s
beautiful lily, will be changed into his likeness (I John-3)land

shall reign with him. (Benjamin KeacRreaching from the Types

and Metaphors of the Biblgp. 701702)

13. The maiden has come to see the Kingra&pple tree among the
forest"

Note: The maiden is now, as it were, losing sight oBalhsor trees
(Paul, Apollos), and has her sight fixed only upon the King (Jesus).
Dwelling under his shadow brings great rest and refreshing to the
soul, and eing his fruit brings great sweetness to the spirit.

14. The maiden said that under his shadow she fount great delight.
According to Job, when we delight in the Almighty, we will pray
to him and he will hear us. We can decree a thing, and it will be
esablished. Light will shine on our path, to light our way. And
when we are cast down, we can still speak with confidence (Job
22:2629)

15. Theapplesreferred to represeatword spoken in right
circumstancegProwerbs25:11)

Note: As we partake ofhte fruit of the tree of life, we eat of the divine
nature, and we receive from the Lord the perfect word that brings
sweetness to our spirits (Il Peter 1:4).

16. As we eat these apples, we will be able to sustain a weary one with
a word (Ise&ah 50:4)
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17.  As we dwell under the shadow of the Almighty, we will receive
protection from natural circumstances, protection from all evil, he
will keep our soul and he will guard your going out and coming in
(Psaim 121:58)

Note: The maiden sat down under tlgade of this tree. This is a position
of rest and trust and relaxing in the security of God. Notice that
Jesus is sitting in heaven at the Fathe

18.  As the Bridegroom brings the maiden into the banqueting house
(literally the house of wie), she sees that his banner over her is
loved this is a revelation of his love (Song 2:4)

Note: This revelation of his love brings great joy to H&finein the
Scripture symbolizepy. Therefore, in this house of wine is found
great joy at the revdian of his love.

19.  This banner can be compared to the friendship of God ¢Hrev
17:17; 18:24; John 15:185)

20. At this deeper revelation of the love of God, the maiden cries out
AiSustain me, refresh dd am lovesick ( Song 2: 5)

Note: Lovesc k, according to Websterds Dictionar )
in love you are unable to act in a normal way. Such was the
experience of the saints of all ages when they came into a full
reali zation of the Lordds speci al prese
sud as this can produce physical exhaustion. The Lord has to
enlarge the capacity of the soul to be able to enjoy and endure his
presence.

21.  When the apostle John saw Jesus in his glory he fell at his feet as a
dead man (Reslation1:17)

Note: A process of strengthening and enlarging, a transformation from
glory to glory, must take place. For Jesus to reveal the fullness of
himself to us when we first come to him would be like a man who
has lived in a dark cave for many years being suddenly brought ou
into the full strength of the noonday sun. This man must be taken
through varying degrees of light before his eyes can bear the sun in
full strength. So it is with us spiritually.

222 The maiden desires the Kingodés | eft hand
his right hand to embrace her (Song 2:6)

40



23.

24,

25.

Note:

The hands signify the will of God in action, in exaltation and favor.
The right hand of God, the right hand of the throne, etc., speaks of
the seat of honor in the Messianic Kingdom (Mark 16:18jRs

45:9; Reelation3:21)

The psal mist David was a man a
desire was to behold the Lord. His soul thirsted for God, even the
depths of his soul. He |l onged
(P=alm 27:4; 42:12,7; 84:10)

After this great experience with the Lord, we find the maiden at
rest (Song 2:7)

From the hour the Bride says,
Lord tests her surrender, and shows her more clearly the conditions
of oneness with him and his life. Therd tests her and finds that

she steadily purposes to follow on to know him. Her will is so

fixed on this one purpose that the Lord will now be able to lead her
through deeper testing without the delay of reasoning or hesitation.
The Lord now desires ane of spiritual rest for his beloved before

he calls her to arise and follow on, so that she may be filled with

all the fullness of God. (Peflrewis, Thy Hidden One9. 27).

fter Godoéo

for Godobs

AiDraw me,

41



Covering Song 1:12:7

THE BANQUETING HOUSE

AThe Master awsdstshamberher e i s my ¢
Where | may eat with my disciples?o0
Mark 14:14

Lover: Behold, you are beautiful, my love. Behold, you are beautiful;
your eyes are doves.

Beloved: Behold, You are beautiful, my Beloved; yea, pleasant. Also,
our bed is verdant. The beams of our house are cexulars;
rafters are of cypress. | am a rose, a lily of the valleys.

Lover.  As alily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

Beloved: As the apple among trees of the forest, so is my Beloved
among young men. | delighted in his shadow, and |®and
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the house
of wine, and his banner over me was love. Feed me with raisin
cakes, refresh me with apples, for | am sick with love. His left
hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me.

Lover: | adjure you by the gazelles, and by the does of the field, O
daughters of Jerusalem, that you do not stir up and do not
awaken the Love until it pleasésSong 1:152:7

has turned her gaze toward him in complete abandonment and trust.
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, she has the ability to yield herself completbrto
Lord, and she has become singlged in her choice of Christ and his cross at all costs; so he
| ooks at h e Nouare beautifl my darlingy your eyes are as the dove$ So n g
1:15).
Jesus told us that our eyes are the light of our bagyylsen our vision is single and
clear, our whole bodySosbéutareful ighat (Lu&el
dar kened. I f your entire bodyLuke $1:3436)l umi nat ed,
As we fix our eyes on Jesus witlsiagleness of purpose, his glory will completely
illuminate our life! We must not let the cost delay us or begin to look at circumstances or the
waves of turmoil around us, because then we take our eyes off Jesus and begin to look at the
things that prodce darkness in our minds and hearts (John 8:12).

T he Bridegroom sees tl#oly Doveshining through the eyes of our maiden because she

The Maiden's Response

The maiden in true setffacement returns all the praise to her Beloved. She knows she is
fair only through the indwelling Presence of her Lord. The yearning to know him was by his
ggace al one, and her wil/ bent twdinginhthedaga& t o f o
His powep  &lRKL0:3). It is all of grace!
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She is getting to know her King better, and ventures t@selgjouse anaur rafters
(Song 1:Alt ,ngls7)a.r e your s . . . andoy@lu are Chr
Corinthians3:21, 23).

fOur couchisgreem ( Song 1:16), signifying the fres
I i f e t Dhgrghtdoeswill thrive like a green leaf.like a tree whose leaves are green
(Prowerbs11:28; Jeemiahl7:7-8). Our maiden will find rest in their communion together,
because from their fellowship springs all that is fresh, invigorating and flourishing ineher lif

fiThe beams of our house are cedars ( gSLA 7). Cedars are very noble and stately
trees. They grow very tall wi#dwllimhgluspittuat owar d h
places. . .they will see the king and behold things that are afar offjah 33:4517; Cobssians
3:1-2).

The cedars also a tree that has very deep roots. As the tree grows taller, its roots grow
deeper. When the winds blow against it, it will stand strong, unmoved, unshaken. The cedar is
full of sap and an excellent shade tree.

He compares us to cedars, excelldu\ee others, well rooted, strong, durable, and useful
to God and men, do we now excel? Do we grow up high toward heaven? Do we grow in
humility? Are our hearts lowest, when our estates are highest? When men honor us, are we
humble in the eyes of God? Remmanthat the tree that takes deep roots spreads it branches out
and produces the most fruit. There are those who try to tear up the cedars of God by the roots to
destroy them. They send many strong blasts and violent winds, yet the saints have stodd, and w
s t a it High@st Himself will establish heid

The maidenbés reference to the cypress tree
union with Christ in his life is based on fellowship with him in his death. Cypress grows in the
Necropolis, theCity of the DeadDeath and life are always linked together in the scripture.

Death to the old accursed life and resurrection to the new is the one underlying principle
throughout the scriptures, whether in plain, cleatrlanguage, or hidden in figuratilaguage.

In the cedar, we see the life of the New Creation, and at the same time, through the
cypr ess wi thhve beenecrudfiedawitrhChristi The life | now live, I live by faith in
the Son of Gaal (aGaad2:20).

Both trees were usedinh e bui | ding of Sol omonés templ e.
proved worthy for the construction of God's h
among us lies in the death of the old life and the resurrection of the new.

AThen it winlthat dayahatenatianis wilurésort to the root of
Jesse who will stand as a signal for the peoples: And His resting place will be
glorious. And | shall glorify My glorious house.

The glory of Lebanon will come to yotg beautify the place of My
sanctiary;and | shall make the place of My feet glorious. And the sons of those
who afflicted you will come bowing to yoand all those who despised you will
bow themselves at the soles of your feet and they will call you the city of the
Lord, the Zion of théHoly One of Israel.

Then all your people will be righteous and will possess the land forever, the
branch of My planting, the work of My handk,a t | mi ghd be glorifie
portions of Iseah 11 and Iseh 60
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AiYou are handsome, my darling ¢ a | | ma io dildunlgt! arebut a lily of the
valleyd 6 or as t he Ki rRgse df ShmamréSong 2:1).Eleerresponds to all that e
her | over has saijdsta ssaympng iln teflfeecftl,owwelr ,amot
Many mistakenly applyhis to our Lord, but it could not be. Our King is more than a simple
flower in the field.

The King's Estimat ion
AYou are more than a simple liiydo t h e Llinany dyessyau\are a lilyfamong
thon® (Song 2:2). He s e e supimhes with thesareifdataresaol r e ad y
humility and meekness, whilde see others as still dwelling in the thorny life of earth. The
earthl i f e can pr oduc whoseendfsitomaburbid t( revet®8)r Hiskiend, A
who is one that is uniquéave all others, is a lily in their midst.
A lily is a very sweet flower. So much so, some say the strength of its fragrance
i nt oxi c atThanksbeto God, who sgieads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge
of him. Because we are to God theraeof Chrisbd Il Corinthians2:14-15).
The I'ily is a very $BelaomomuilnfalowehisJglkas
like one ofthesed |t s f or m sixswhite eaves,|witlsvergrains inside haadsall
within the glory ofgold. It hangs down its head, because most of the beauty and glory of the lily
is hidden within its fruit.
The lily is a very graphic illustration of our maiden clothed with purity and righteousness.
She gives off the sweet fragrance of the knowledge ofCinrthe midst of a cursed earth under
the domain of darkness. As a lily among thorns, she stands forth in holiness and purity in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation. As a fruitful lily, she will grow and multiply until
she becomes fully matuden his wisdom and love.

Through the eyes of the Maiden
fiLike an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my lover among the young men
(Song 2:3). She compares him to a fruitful tree, and to her great delight finds in him all she
needs. She has belearning to saypur and to find all things are hers in Christ. She now
discovers that he is becoming her very existence.
She used to say, #fAl am of Paul, 0 or Al am
is losing sight of all thgoung meras shéoeholds the glory aflim Who is the FirsBorn from
the deadShe is finding him to be shade from the heat, a refuge from the storm, and satisfied
with him alone, she sits down in perfect rest, finding his fruit sweet to her taste. (Joi222:26
Prowerbs25:11;Isaiah50:4; Pglm 25:11).

The Banqueting House

As her lover fills her vision, she finds herself brought to the banqueting house (Song 2:4),
or more literally, thdhouse of wing(a type of the Holy Spirit) where she receives a foretaste of
the wion which she has been seeking in an overpowering revelation of his love.

He has brought her into th®use of winéo give a revelation of his love. It now pleases
God toreveal his Som her (Gahtians1:16). She already had a glimpse of this whey th
fellowshipped at his table, but now she has a revelation of himself, and sees that wherever he
leads her, even if it is along a path of struggle, frustration, and the cross, it will be under the
banner of love (Song 2:4).

This banner signifiesthefied s hi p t hat @&ubienhd lovesaeall ttmed,and us . A
a brother is born for adversily ( &wsbd ¥ : 11719 langeficall you servants . . . instead, |
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have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made know to yo
(John 15:1315).

She is not able to endure the full answer to all her desires. She so desperately cries out to
know everything that unity with the Risen Lord means to the redeemed, but she does not
understand that she needs to be prepared and strergttie t o &tnedgthenemei .t . A
because | am sick withlove ( Song 2:5). The revelation of Ch
the apostle John fall down as though dead @Reonsl:17).

According to Welowdickneansto Heasncuthiindoveathratyyou are
not even able to act in a normal way. When the saints of past ages came into a full realization of
the Lordds pr es enc elpvesichknesgnteresa gpiatual feelng suchtadties s a me
can produce physical exhaustiol hallfe much more to say to you, more than you carobear
(John 16:12). The Lord has to enlarge the capacity of our soul in order to be able to enjoy and
endur e Hi s ¢l Butrwhenm besthefSpirg sf duthac@mes, lie will guide.you. . 0
(Jom 16:13).

This process of strengthening and enlarging, of transforming us from glory to glory, must
take place. For Jesus to reveal the fullness of himself to us when we first come to him would be
like a man who has lived in a dark cave for many yearggb®iddenly brought out into the full
strength of the sun. This man must be taken through varying degrees of light before his eyes can
bear the sun in full strength.

The maiden asks for support, for strength, because it is just too much for her. She then
realizes that he igolding hereven while he reveals himself to her. That is all the support she
needsfiThe Eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are his everlastingparms
(Deueronomy33:27) . fiHi s |l eft hand is undacesmay (ISoad, a
2:6).

His left hand under her head signifies his judgment against his enemies, and the embrace
of his right hand signifies a place of honor. She is seated with Christ at the right hand of the
Father as he executes judgment against allf@smes. As he embraces her with righteousness
and honor, he is at work putting all enemies in subjection to his rule.

As Paul s ay Borinsubjedtiadail things tp hinfi, he left nothing that is not
subject to him. But now we do not yet sedhatigs subjected to himo

The King gives her rest

Our maiden has now entered into a time of rest with her beloved.

He sees thdaughtergeady to intrude. They will try tetir upthis maiden, when the
word of the King is for rest (Song 2:7).

Thesedaughtersmay typify other believers who know nothing of spiritual fellowship
with the Lord. They have a name to live and yet are dead. They form a group who are very
concerned about the one who is following on to know the Lord. They do not know how fully she
is in his keeping, because he becomes a very jealous watchman over those he has bought with his
blood.

Since the begi nbrawmg, weWileron affehyguheshad tested hér
surrender, and shown her more clearly the conditions of unityhis resurrected life. All are
convinced now of her steadfastness in purpose to follow on to know the Lord. Théxiysoh
her will that will enable him to lead her on through even deeper testing. It will come without the
delay of reasoning, rebeh, or hesitation.

He will lead her on gently. He understands her need for somerestnawHe knows ho
we are formed; he remembers that we are@ustali® 3:14). She is able to rest on his
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faithf ul asswance ofiunderdtahding ffoSs@mh:2) that he now lives in her heart,
that she will be strengthened in his own time to hear his voice calling her to arise and follow on,
so t hat Slledeo aththeyfulliess offiGodo
So the King speaks on her behalf to the anxious daughteréyrids them to disturb
her peace, asif heissayingtothemin The Lor d i s in His holy temp
before Hind Habakkuk2 : 2 GQd.is infihe midst of her; she shall not be movedalR 46:5).

ADaughters of eyoar.usal em, | charg

do not stir up, nor awaken | ove unt.i
--Song 2:7
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Covering Song 2:8:5

POSSESSIVE LOVE

Stage of Love How We See Ourselves How Jesus Sees Us
Possessive Love (2B5) He fiis mine and | AMm HD s éeééfddoi vie6dpsB : 4 )
(Owning Jesus!) eyesésweet voiceéetc

(He loves us even when
wedre possessive)

Revelation of the Man (Jesus)
In a word Mor e Detail é
Draw-er He is seen as the prophetic voice, leaping on high
places, calling His Bde into the harvest,
announcing that now is the time (See-23.

Possessive Love"Jesus Is Mine"

The Song now continues with the Beloved showing another aspect of His
personality. He comes to draw her out of her familiar, secure surrouraidgs
into His dangerous but exciting purposes (over the mountains to the harvest
fields!).

He initially came to her as hblesser now he comes as heraw-er.
Many Christians dondét mind Jesus being the
them into Hs risky, dangerous but exciting purposes, they draw back!

In this section we see the woman being possessive of her beloved, dictating to
Him where He should be, rather than following Him (see 3:4).

All of wus will go t hr oBgdvedisMinesandltamge, wher
Hi <:%6] .This should change to the cry in 6:3 and 7:10

But the fact is that Jesus still loves us even in this possessive stage, and will
continue to draw us into His passionate presence and purposes!
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Covering Song 2:83

THE CALL OF THE RISEN CHRIST
Outline Covering Song 2:8-13

Beloved: The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping across
the mountains, leaping over the hills. My lover is like a gazelle
or a young stag. Behold! He stands behind our wall, gazing
through the windows, peering through the lattice. My lover
spoke and said to me, OArouse yourselHf
beautiful one, and come with me. For behold, the winter is
past; it goes to itself. The flowers are seen on the earth; the
time of singing hasome, the voice of the turtledove is heard in
our land. The fig tree spices her unripe figs, and the vines give
a fragrance by the blossom. Arise, my love; come, my beautiful

A

one, and come yourself.®

1 The maiden, resting in her Beloved, suddenly hb&rsoice
calling her voice calling her and recognizes it at once. He comes to
her like a gazelle or a young stag (Song 33

Note: To regard the Lord as a gazelle or hart is similar to the inspired
title of Psalm 22, called th@&nd of the morningBible scholars
agree that thi®salm points forward to the resurrection of Jesus.
Just as morning is the beginning of the day, likewise, the
resurrection of Christ is the beginning of new life. The hart is
noted for its beauty and swiftness of escape fitsranemies. The
hart walks on the high places of the earth. We see Jesus desiring
for the maiden to follow him in all the beauty, victory and
swiftness of his resurrection life. (Pebhawis, Thy Hidden Onegs
pp. 2930; Nee Song of Songep. 4244) (ReadPsalm 22)

2. As a resurrection type, the King is leaping across the mountains,
leaping over the hills

Note: Mountain in the Scriptures symbolizes kingdom. In this passage,
we see Jesus in the power of his resurrection and in his victory
over the kingoms of darkness and the kingdoms of this world.

The Lord here manifests his triumph over every power, leaping
and skipping over the power of the enemy with all things under his
feet.

3. The message the King is revealing to the maiden that our God
reigrs! (Isaah52:7).

48



Note:

Note:

10.

11.

The King is calling the maiden to arise and come along (Song
2:10)

Until now, the maiden has only known the sweetness of
communion with the Lord, but little of the power for service or the
struggle of spiritual warfare

The King desires to set her on high places, to train her hands for
battle. To give her the shield of salvation. To enlarge her steps. To
cause her to pursue and destroy the enemy (IL8E2R:3440)

When she learns these things, she will see gneatles and
deliverances. There will be liberty and victory all abdsai@h
35:510)

A wall stands between the maiden and the Lord (Song 2:9)

In the sweetness of her communion with the Lord, the maiden
reminds us of one who has built upalernacle or a wall in which
she has enjoyed the Lord for herself. She has forgotten the
multitude of men in the valley, men oppressed by sin and bound by
demons. The Lord cannot be imprisoned behind her wall. He must
move in the power of his resurrection the hearts and lives of

men. He must liberate the captives and set free those that are
bound. He must heal the bruised and brokenhearted. He must
proclaim unto Zion: Your God reigns! For this, he gave his life.

For this, he endured the cross. For teigson, he was manifested:

to destroy the works of the devil, to render him powerless, and to
liberate the sons of men into the glorious liberty of the sons of
God. he desires for her to follow him into the resurrection power.

Through out the agesdd has heard the groaning of the prisoner,
and those who were doomed to deattalidd.02:1920)

Job, which according to some Bible scholars is the oldest book of

the Bible, contains in itAthe hope of
last, the Redeemer ake his stand on the earth, and we shall

seehim (Jok®7)19: 25

The part the redeemed play is this is to be the deliverers to set the
creation free (Romns8:19-21). The risen Lord of Glory has come
to answer this cry.

The Lord calls heto arise and come away, to come out from
behind her wall. We are exhorted to look out for the interests of
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others, and not merely our own personal interests. We are to have
the attitude that was in Christ Jesus who emptied himself
(Philemon2:4-7; Matthew20:28)

12. The King is calling the maiden to follow him to become a fisher of
men and she should immediately follow (Mhegitv4:19-20)

Note: I n times past, the maiden has known the
connection with a certain place and a certain iima&hich she
sough him. Much of her realization of his presence was based on
feelings. Any impact with the world or daily tasks seemed to
trouble her and rob her of any real peace.

13. The Lord desires the maiden to learn that his presence is with her
(Acts 17:2728; Jeemiah23:2324; Psm. 139:118)

Note: We see then that the Lord desires for her to learn of his ever
abiding presence. He desires for her spirit to be released to touch
his Spirit, to be able to fellowship with him not only in tintés
guietness, but also in the times of heightened activity. He desires
her to know a communion with him that surpasses feelings: a
communion of spirit. She must learn to recognize the King in all
circumstances of her life. The Lord is omnipresent. The'sord
presence should be a reality, not only in her prayers, but a reality in
the everyday affairs of this life.

14.  The Lord compares her past period of rest to winter. During the
winter season in nature, the sap goes downward to the roots and all
outwardmanifestation of life appears to stop (Song 2:11)

15.  During her winter period of rest when the rain of the Spirit has
fallen upon her to prepare her for her new call, she has been rooted
and grounded in His love (Epbians3:17-19)

16.  Spring timehas come and this new life coming forth is fruitful
(Song 2:1213)

Note: This is a graphic picture of the abundance of the resurrection life.
Paul Thatlinmdght kndow him and the power of his
resurrecton 06 It is i n thisavebeengaledecti on | i f e
to walk. This is the Sabbath rest of God. It is not ceasing from
activity, so much as realizing that every day is a day in which you
do the Fatheroés will. It is this |ife o
maiden is called.
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17.

18.

Note:

19.

Note:

20.

Note:

21.

The Sabbath ré®f God should actually be kept by not seeking our
own ways, but instead doing the will of God {#858:1314)

We should avoid making plans without
will (James 4:1315)

It is when our own plans are interrugtihat aggravation and
turmoil sets in. If our day is subject to the leading of the Spirit,
then we cannot be disappointed. It is only in seeking our own
plans, no matter how spiritual, that we step out of God's rest.

Il n Davi dos wiowers eftthe leosl svere ttaihed forf o | |
war. They could handle shield and spear; had faces like faces of
lions; they were as swift as the gazelles on the mountains (I
Chroricles12:8).

Prover bs Therighteous arggbwild as@liold Revel ati on
5: 5 $Behyld the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root

of David, hasovercome0 The King has called her
self and to follow him into the resurrection power of the Spirit.

Together they will leap upon the mountains, puttingsté@nic

kingdom under their feet. Together they will set the captives free

and loose the men who are bound by the curse of sin.

He speaks of the time for pruning the vines, which refers to tests
and trials that must be endured in order to bringhforore fruit.
(John 15:2).

Read Song 2:113. Theturtledovewas a bird used for sacrifices.

It could be said to be a type of the Spirit of God being poured out
through the sacrifice of Jesus. This made the baptism in the Holy
Spirit possible. Tt passage relates to the maiden specifically, yet
the passage is also prophetic for the end times.

The winter of the Church is over and gone. The time of restoration
has come. Thég treecan represerisrael. Thevinecan represent
theChurch As the Hbly Spirit is poured out in the earth, Israel
begins to become ripe to receive the gospel (as well as being
nationally restored), and the Church begins to produce fruit. It is at
this time that God wants us to go forth and minister in resurrection
power.

When the fig tree sprouts its leaves, summer (the end) is near. All

things must be restored which were spoken of by the prophets.
(Matthew?24:3233; Acts 3:2021).

51

t

ch

o



22.

When God returns and begins to restore order, neither Israel nor
the Church wilgo back into darkness or defeat. {#e64:5-10)
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Covering Song 2:83

THE CALL OF THE RISEN CHRIST

APraise be to our God and Father
Who has given us new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never OoplPeterkh4 spoil or fadeo

Beloved: The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he comes, leaping across
the mountains, leaping over the hills. My lover is like a gazelle
or a young stag. Behold! He stands behind our wall, gazing
through the windows, peering through the lattice. My lover
spoke and said to me, OArouse yourselHf
beautiful one, and come with me. For behold, the winter is
past; it goes to itself. The flowers are seen on the earth; the
time of singing hasome, the voice of the turtledove is heard in
our land. The fig tree spices her unripe figs, and the vines give
a fragrance by the blossom. Arise, my love; come, eaubfu
one, and come yourséid Song 2:813

voice can move her now; others might tell her a bunch of things, but nothing pierces the
inward ear until he speaks!

He now manifests himself to her as the Risen Lord. She sees him coming toward her,
fleaping across the mountains as a gazelleoragasta®@ ( Song 2: 8) . Hi s titl
Psalm 22 is thélind of the morningvhich points to the resurrection of Jesus. Morning is the
beginning of the day and points to the resurrection of Christ as the beginning of new life.

The hart is beautifuhnd swift. It is able to escape from its enemies. The hart walks on the
high places of the earth. We see Jesus wanting the maiden to follow him in all the beauty, victory
and swiftness of his resurrection life.

He is leaping across the mountains, bougdiver the hills, showing us Jesus in all the
power of his resurrection and in his victory over the kingdoms of darkness, and the kingdoms of
this world. The Lord is manifesting his triumph over every power, leaping and skipping over the
power of the enemwith every thing under his feet.

He i s procl ai mi @GQugGot Regnsm e ighsb2shplde istcalliag herfio
arise and come along (Song 2:10).

Oddly, it seems he is approaching her as if he were away from her, outside and not within
her heat, tenderly drawing her into the wilderness to know her God. He previously revealed
himself to her as dwelling in her heart, and the last we knew, she was reveling in the joy of his
presence in a peaceful rest that no outward turmoil could disturb; reaamitd unsettle.

She is now learning to trust him alone, apart from his conscious revelations to her heart.
Her faith must rest on his character, his faithfulness and his word, rather than on his
manifestations. She must know that conformity to his kesris more to him than service.

T he maiden resting quietly suddenly hears his voice and recognizes it at oncleeiNo ot
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The Lord's Attitude

The Risen Lord approaches the maiden fraithout, so that he can draw her attention
away from her old experiences within.

She sees that he is like a gazelle, swift in movement, and he is no latiggasihis
table, he is standing and he is waiting for some response to hisstaicéing she addbehind
our wall (Song 2:9). She is not afraid to sy now. She is growing a little bolder in her
knowledge of him, and is actually proud to thinkttha is shut in with her in the Banqueting
House, in the inner retreat of her heart. She thinks thatvtiiss something he made, but she is
wrong; she doesnodot realize that this wall wil
Later, he wil deal with that part of the old life.

There has to comelaeaking down of the wall¢saiah 22:5), because there arewalls
in the resurrected life. Christ broke down the middle wall of partition between man and man, and
between man and God (Eshan2:14-16). He died so that there could be a new creation, one
new manprought to complete uniydohn 17:23). Every division caused by sin stops in him.

Thewall, which the maiden is callingur wall, must be broken down, if she wants to be
one with heiLord in his life poured out for others!

She is still caught up in the revelations of the Banqueting House and is not thinking of
others she is too absorbed in her dayfieéiven on eartlshe does not want to look over the
wall at the men in the valleypen oppressed by sin and bound by demons. She wants to ignore
the broken hearted in this sorrestricken world. Like Peter, she wants to forget about the
multitude because of the glory of the mount of transfiguration.

She cannot imprison the Lord behingf lwall. He must move in the power of his
resurrection in the hearts and lives of men. He must liberate the captives and set free those that
are bound. He must heal the bruised and broken hearted. He must proclaim unMouti@God
Reigns It for was thisthat he gave his life. It was for this that he endured the cross. He came to
destroy the works of the evil one, to render him powerless, and to liberate the sons of men into
the glorious liberty of the sons of God. He wants her to follow him in the essiom power.

For ages, t he L twhahrthegreand obtlielpresahersitbosen A
condemned to death &lrR K2:1920).

In those early days of your walk with Christ, when the Holy Spirit first came in all of his
splendor and therevelatn  Chr i st wi t hin, when he first ovel
the temptation toward spiritual sedteem?

There was the danger of looking on others with pity and unconscious (and sometimes
conscious) judgment. Maybe there were times when we tackay from our duties, for the
luxury of retreating to that inward communion with the King. There have been times we were so
absorbed with him, we never concerned ourselves with those around us. We may have been
incapable of understanding matters of pcattimportance, because all the outward things
seemed only echoes of another world.

If she will tear down that wall, she will become one ofdkéversto set them free
(Obadiah 21; Roans8:19-21). You see, we are to look out for the interests of stfaerd not
merely our own personal needs and in fact, to have the attitude that was in Christ Jesus who
fiemptied himself to become aservast We ar e tobetserted bueta gewas t a i d
gi ve oasararisaomfagmainyo t o p a ysetthénefregp(Pleimore:4-7; Mathew
20:28; 111 John 4; John 17:19; Il Gathians12:15; 15:28).
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Looking back in the fuller light of thenountain visionwe see the imperfections of those
days, and understandwhyu r mot her 6 s s o n sus.Wieysaw thenpossilmlisye d a g ¢
of spiritual selfishness, and were afraid Wireeyardswould suffer.

Their failure was in not trusting the Lord to finish the work that he had begun, and lead
his child forward to more Spirgnergized activity in the future

The maiden, rejoicing in her | overds prese
whole attitude expresses movement. He stands, as if ready to depaokdim the windowef
her soul; he flashes new rays of light;di@nces through the lati; heshows HimselfSong
2:9), to allure her to arise and folléwbut she is too deeply satisfied with her banqueting house
experience to understand. Later, as she learns to know the Lord better, she lpeockrads
scentin his will, and intuitively detets the meaning of his movements; but right now, she is still
too much in the heavy life of earth to understand anything less than plain language.

The Call of the Lord

The maiden has only known the sweetness of communion with the Lord, but very little of
the power for service or the fierce struggle of spiritual warfare.

filt is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfdde enables me to
stand on the heights .He trains my hands for battle . gives. . .His shield for victory:. ..
broadens the path beneath my feetcaused me to pursue my enemies and crush .the¥ou
armed me with strength for battle; you made my adversaries bow at iy féetl uel 22838 m
40).

When she finally learns these things, she will see greachas and deliverance. There
will be great liberty and victory all around her (Ea35:510).

I n the past, the maiden has experienced th
place and certain times in which she sought him out. A certain spagtieular passage of
Scripture may have stimulated her faith. But she based her realization of his presestiegs
Any impact with the world or daily tasks seemed to trouble her and rob her of any real peace.
AThe worries of this life . . . choketthe word, making it unfruitfdl ( Mar k 4 : 19) .

The Lord wants her to learn of his exsdsiding presence. He wants to release her spirit to
touch his Spirit, to be able to fellowship with him not only in times of quietness, but also in times
of great actrity. He wants her to know a communion with him that surpaesdiags a
communion of spirit. She has to learn to recognize the King in all the circumstances of her life.
His presence should be a reality, not only in her prayers, but also in the evafifgitayof her
life.

She knows his voice and knows he is speaking directly to her. His language is plain,
fiRiseup ( Song 2:10). What does he mean? He broug
di sturb her, Camehway o wWher say e ? 0

The time has come for her to learn her identification with the Lord in his death, and her
union with him in his resurrection life, so that he can tellgt@inly of the Fathe{John 16:25).

fil am the way . .no one comes to the Father except by me go to the Father . .you
will know that | am in My Father, and you are in Me,and linpou( John 14: 6, 12, 20)

He died so that he couliting us to Godl Pekr 3:18). Through the torn veil of his flesh,
he, the New and Living Way, seeks to leadaubve with him in the Father.

The King compares the past time of rest to winter (Song 2:13), because inwardly the new
life in her was beingooted and grounded in lo&phesians3:17),to the endhat she would be
strong enough tapprehendand bdilled to the full measure of all the fullness of God
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(Ephesians3:19). During the winter in nature, the sap goes down to the roots, and all outward
manifestations of life seem to stop.

It is a time of Sabbath rest, a time when she is not to seek her ownbwaynly doing
the will of God (Is&éah 58:1314). At all times, we are to avoid making our own plans and simply
follow his direction for our lives (James 4:13).

The interruption of our own plans causes aggravation and turmoil sets in. If our day is
subject to the leading of the Spirit, then we cannot be disappointed. It is only seeking our own
plans, no matter how spiritual they may be, t

But now he is calling her to arise, because the winter is passed; it is theifgeginn
spring time, and the rain of the Spirit has been silently falling and preparing her for his fresh call
(Song 2:13). He sees the flowers appearing and the need of careful pruning to the growth of
waste wood.

He begins to deal more definitely withetbutwardmanner of life so that it corresponds
with his inward possession of the heart. He has been doing a deep, silent work in her time of rest.
She has occupied herself with him, while he has been drawing strong roots into himself, so that
she will beable to endure the pruning knife in its time.

Hi s desi r e asavewarrior, tragned far leattldbaad able to handle the
shield and sword. .face like that of a lion . . swift as the gazelles on the mountains ( | |
Chroricles1 2 : Bhgrighieous are as bold as a lionBéhold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David has overcome

fArise, My friend, and come. You mustaperate with me in all my working; you must
work out all that |1 work in, if you are to know me, and theeftlpower of my eternal life. Come
away, and | will lead you to know the Father (i nspi red by Song 2:10, 1

You will know when the Lord is calling you to arise and follow by a deep inward cry to
know him better awakened within your heart, an unspeakadarning after God. Desire is

al ways Godbdés preparation for a fuller communi
for him, the emptiness he can fill.

During our time of rest, wewewhmhavesbaligved n t he
hawe entered intoreét (revesd: 3), wuntil we hear thAarss’ oi ce of
and come away 0

As Jim EIlIliot once wrote: AMy Father knows
here; my task is to labor quietly until the piteloud remees and leads farther, working out
Godds purposes in Goddés time. o
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Covering Song 2:146

THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK
Outline Covering Song 2:14-16

Lover: My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places on the
mountainside, show me your face, let hear your voice; for
your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.

Beloved: Catch for us the foxes. The little foxes that ruin the vineyards,
our vineyards that are in bloom.

1 The King calls the maidekly Dove(Song 2:14).
Note: The Lordhassgoen bef ore of her eye being as a

he addresses her as her whole being manifesting the full life of the
Spirit. This is a future position that she has not yet attained.

2 God call into being that which doesnot
theeyes of faith, seeing what we will become. (Rom. 4:17; Rom.
8:29).

Note: Because God sees us through the eyes of faith, we must also see
others through the eyes of faith, believing and praying for them
that God will accomplish his work in their livesen they appear
to fall short.

3. The maiden is found in the cleft of the rock (Song 2:14)
4. Jesus is of course the rock (Il Sam. 23:3; | Cor. 10:4)

5. The cleft rock signifies the crucifixion of Jesus (Compare John
19:3334 and Ex. 17:6)

6. Being placed in the cleft of the rock suggests the believer is
becoming conformed to the death of Jesus (Compare Phil. 3:10 and
Ex. 33:2122).

Note: We see an exhortation from the King that only as the maiden takes
her place in the death of the Messiallgwing all to die that is
contrary to her faith walk with Christ, can she walk in pure
resurrection life. Only resurrection life makes it through the cross,
which will inevitably bring the complete death to a life ruled by the
old nature.
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7. If you look further into the metaphor of the Rock, you will
di scover more information about t
Messiah. (A metaphor is like a figure of speech containing an
implied comparison in which a word or phrase ordinarily used for
one thing is appd to another).

Metaphor Parallel
A rock is a firm and immovable thing, Nothing can shake those who hdelding
good fora strong foundation on a building.  built the foundatiorof their life from
arock (Luke 6:4748)

Rocks in ancientimes were used for God is our dwelling place as we People
habitationshewed out houses in the rocks abide in lovg Psaim 90:1; |1 John
4:16).

A rock can be a high place. It may be buriedWe are seated with Christ in

deeply inthe ground, yet its gh and soaring heavenly places in and are to ségkis

lifted farabove the surface of the earth. the things above (Co$sians3:1-4;
Rewlation14:1; Eplesian2:6)

Rocks, being high, are useful for seeing thin@piritual vision (Hebews11:13
far off. John 8:56)

Rocks are strong and were used for defenseA stronghold and refuge (Risn
They are impregnable 94:22).

Rocks are durable, permanent and lasting. Jesus is the same yesterday, today
Thereis no removing a rocklhey coninue  andforever(Psalm 90:2; Helsews
thesame from generation to generation. 13:8

Rocks yield honey. The Word (Palm 19:10).

Precious stones and jewels are the sweat In Christ are hidden all the treasucds

rocks. All rich mines of gold and silvare of wisdom and knowledge

in, among rocks. (Colossian®:3; Job 28:21 Note:
This passage in Job is an allegory on
wisdom and knowledge).

Rocks yield oll The Qil of the Spirit (Job 29:6;
Deutronomy32:12 13 Note: Oll
symbolizesheanointing oilor the

Holy Spirit.)
Rocks yield the purest water, and The river of the water of life
the most pleasaspringsproceed (Rewelations22:1;Ezekiel 47:1-12)

from them. No water is as cleas
that whichcomes through rocks.

he
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Rocksare dangerous to stumble over We must allow God to break us, arto fall

on. If a person falls from a else wecould be crusheqRomanslarge
rock, he could be crushed 9:33; | Cointhians10:12; Mathew
21:44)
Application:

Note:

As this maiden takeseh place in the cleft rock, what is fleshly and
carnal will be broken to pieces. In her position in the Rock, she
will receive heavenly vision and spiritual eyesight to see those
things afar off. As she makes the Rock her dwelling place, she
finds herseldwelling in love, dwellingn God. The Rock becomes
her stronghold, her fortress, and as she dwells there, she lives
above the circumstances of the earthly life.

As she takes her place in the cleft of the Rock, she sees that the
promises of God are likeoney, and they are sure, steadfast and
everlasting. In the Rock, she digs deep and finds all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. The treasures are hidden from birds and
from men who dwell on the earth, but to her they are revealed. She
digs deep shaftdown in the Rock and searches out the riches that
are found there. She is able to bring these hidden truths and
precious stones to the light where they reflect the brilliance of the
Son. As she dwell in the Rock, it pours oil out upon her head.

From it, f1e drinks water as pure as crystal that washes her from
every spot and wrinkle. Consider the Rock in which she dwells, for
such is God (Benjamin KeadAreaching from the Types and
Metaphors of the Biblg. 380)

The Lord is calling the maiden &scape from selfishness into his
resurrection life. He is asking her to take her place in the cleft
Rock, the crucified life, so that all that is unrenewed might die. He
desires for her life to be controlled by his resurrection power. He
cannot be imprisad behind her wall, but he must go forth and
deliver creation. He wants her to move out of her circumstances
and into him. He desires for her to abide constantly in him
wherever he may lead.

In these circumstances, there are no bounds of time and idkace.
desires for her to be one with him in his interests and service. He
wants to bring her out of incomplete union and incomplete
fellowship into a life of complete fellowship with the King. The
King is seeking one with whom he can share his heart, hi9gpeirp
and his plans. He is not merely looking for someone who is
concerned only with his own life and blessing. It is this fellowship
he desires from her and it is his desire to lead her to it.
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Note:

Note:

10.

11.

12.

13.

Note:

The Lord portrays the mashbangnds uni
in the secret place of the steep pathway. (Song 2:14)

Notice that thesteep pathwain other translations is calléde

secret places of the stajrsrthe secret of the steep placesthe

hiding places on the mountainsidéhis is acall to ascend with the
risen Christ Positionally, we are seated with Christ in heavenly
places with all enemies under our feet, yet there must be an
experientiaworking outof these things. There must be a taking of
our inheritance and a rising above tlagtely ways. We must

ascend upward unto a fuller knowledge of him and be transformed
from glory to glory.

In Revelations the Bride of Christ is found on a great and high
mountain (Reeglations21:9-10)

The maiden got there, as it were, thriotigesecret places of the
stairs through theniding places on the mountainsiohto his glory
and inheritance.

In Genesis, we see the picture of Jesus standing at the top of the
ladder with the promise of inheritance. Between the time Jacob
received this promise and the time the Israelites took their
inheritance, there were many stairs to be climbed and many trials
to be endured (Gesis28:1217)

In Ezekiel, there is a picture of the mind of man facing the mind of
Christ. There must be as@nding of the stairs before the mind
(gate) can be measured by the measurement of God and found in
his image. Ezekiel 40:2, 6 NoteEastrepresents thmind of

Christor anopenness toward GoGaterepresents theind of

man Oneis the number of God)

You find the secret places of the steep pathway through the fear of
God, through sound wisdom that is balanced, through
understanding parables and the through revelation knowledge
(Psaim 25:14; Job 11:6; Matew13:35; Daiel 2:22 Note:Secret

also meansounselor intimacy).

Next the Lord brings the little foxes that are ruining the vineyards
to her attention (Song 2:15)

Little foxes hide themselves behind the vines. If unnoticed they

can easily destroy the fruit of the vine. Thiees with tender
grapes may illustrate the beginning of resurrection and ascension
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life. The fruit of life is full of promise. If unwatched or unguarded
now, the little things can ruin it all. Therefore, it is very important
for the vine to have a caretalso that the little foxes can be caught
and taken care of.

14.  Some of the little foxes would be foolishness, pride, spreading
strife and slander, backbiting, anger, laziness, answering too
quickly, just to name a fevE€clesiasted0:1; Proerbs
16:1828,32; Proerbs18:9,13)

Note: These are just some of the little foxes that spoil the vines.
Remember that these little foxes hide. These are not necessarily
grave sins. We must therefore be wise and discerning and have a
caretaker who is able to halg watch.

15. In light of this we should listen to counsel and accept discipline
and rebuke (Praarbs19:20; Proerbs20:30; Proerbs27:56).

16. The maiden now regards her relationship with the Lord as a mutual
belonging to each other (Song 2:16)

Note: She r eal i ze $er, Bu shesees heoselfas thewanter
of attention and not the Lord. Notice h
mine 6 Later in the Song, we see her pers
says, Al am by Belovedds. 0

17. He pastures hilock among the lilies (Song 2:16)
Note: The lilies here are those people with dedicated and pure hearts

toward God. Among such company, the Lord really feeds his
flock.
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Covering Song 2:146

THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK

All who were baptized into Chitidesus
were baptized into His death
Romans 6:3

Lover: My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places on the
mountainside, show me your face, let hear your voice; for
your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.

Beloved: Catch for us the foxes. The little foxes that ruin the vineyards,
our vineyards that are in blooéh Song 2:1416

resurrection power of the Spirit. Together they would leap upon the mountains, putting all

their enemies under their feédgether they would set the captives free and loose men
bound by the curse of sin.

fArise, come with me. The rains are over, the flowers appear, the time of pruning is
comeSong 2:10. 11. ma&n)springRup dike a flowen and withees awdi a
fleeting shadow, he doesnotendure ( J ob 14 : 1, 2)cuts dif evéry ranéhthatt he Lo
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit, he trims back so that it will be even more
fruitfuld ( John 15: 2) . We al strength thexeewill behna power to endure;, nat ut
because there will be many times of testing and trials, she will hareltoe hardship as
disciplinein order toproduce a harvest of righteousnébkelrews12:7,11).

T he King had just called the maiden to escape from herself and follow him into the

The Hidden One:

Wherever we turninGads Wor d, we are going to find th
various types and figures. The rock that Moses struck in the wilderness is a very clear type of
Jesus, smitten by God because of our sins. We can also see the reference to the Crucified Lord
when Jehovah |wilhputdoutna cléft @fghe sock, afid cover you with my hand
until I have passed by (©Odts33:22).

So we can easily recognize the same reference to the Cross as the King seems to be
turning the mai,dedshbwingdegr tha she is hidGem In hiswoynded side,
funited with him in his death ( Bng6nb).

She has known him as her Indwelling King; she has had little glimpses of the Cross, and
even agreed to follow him in the pathway of the Cross. Howslierhas not fully grasped the
reality of her position as beirguried with Him by baptism into His deatder old life still holds
its claim over here. She must learn that the cross stands between her and the world. She has died
in her Redeemer, in ordey be joined to him in his resurrection life.

It is because we do not understand the two aspects of crucifixion with Christ that we fall
to realize abundant life in practical experience in our own lives.

Theobjective or the actual finished work of Chris his death and resurrection, is the
basis of thesubjectivewvork of the Holy Spirit in us.
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Objectivelyt he deat h of Chri st was not Jjust a pr
mind, the death of every one that was under the domain of Satan.

In ourposition before God we, who have believed on Jesus, are in him, the Cleft Rock,
united in hisdeath He became a curse f or Goedmade eimwhoat wer
had no sin to be sin foras ( linthial3%:21) so that our accursed Adamicura would be
nailed to the Cross with our Substitute, pleefect Lamb of GadNVeactuallydied on the Cross!

Subjectivelyit is the work of the Holy Spirit to apply to us the power of Christ's death
and resurrection in order to bring us into corresgoid with oupositionin Chris® crucified,
buried, raised and ascended with Christ.

fiGod made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions and raised us
up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in ChristdJes(€Sgns2:5,6).

Do you always act as though you are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms? No? It is
the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives to put tbbjectivetruth into practicesubjectively If life-
out-of-deathis going to be know in practical fég, we must see the reality of both thbjective
andsubjectiveaspects of our redemption.

| could do a whole series of teachings explaining the difference beposdional truth
andtemporal truth Simply stated, your position is where you are sélyes of Godseated with
Christ Jesus in the heavenly pladesinstance; or the fact that you dhe very righteousness of
God in Christ Jesysut do you always act righteous? No. However, does that change your
position? No, you are still seated withm.

Scripture teaches thtte Love of God is within our heafo you always act loving?

No? Well, that does not change the fact that the love is still there. You simply need to allow the
Holy Spirit to develop that area of your life. It is the workte# Holy Spirit to form and shape
our lives in order to correspond with our position.

On our part, if we have been brought by the mercy of God to truly hate oudselues
own life(Luke 14:26) as well as our sthsand are willing to renounce all that wave, we can
turn to Calvary. I n doing so, bsmgdeadtdbwhats ee t ha
once bound us, we are now released ( &167r6).

In our dependence on the Holy Spirit, we can appropriate the death of Christ as our death,
and cout on the immediate inflow of the life of the Risen Lord to possess us to the fullest
capacity of ouearthen vessel Wiiere sin once abounded, grace does much more abound

We can expect the Holy Spirit to bear withess and help us put to death the fatbeks o
flesh. This will come in eveincreasing power, while he continues to teach us to hate the
garments spotted by the flesh and to glory in the Cross.

The Holy Spirit is charged with this work of communicating the resurrection life of
Christ. He will dways cause us toear about the dying of Jesttsmanifest the life of Jesus in
our mortal flesh, and in the power of that eternal life, energazegbrk out our salvation with
fear and trembling

AWhen our Lord | ooked atreduHewasHe saw not
faithful in seeing what we could become! He took away the curse of being and
gave us the glorious blessing of becondinrgA.W. Tozer,Who Put Jesus on the
Cross

The King reminds the maiden of her place incdledt of the rockbecause that ihe only
way he can recognize her.
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The Lord took Adamdés bride out of his side
nature and presented to him by her creator. What a beautiful foreshadowing of the mystery of
Christ and his Church!

We were plantechito Jesus, the second Adam, as he hung on the Cross of Calvary and
became a curse for u©te died for all, and therefore all died ( linthialss:k4). There we
are; planted in him, baptized into his death, emerging as his Bride, formed by many members
taken out of his side during the sleep of death, partaking of his nature, and eventually to be
presented to him to share his throne.

AHe raises the poor out of the dust and |
make them sit with the noble, and inhgr t he t hflGamel28f gl or y o
AThen | | ooked, and there before me was

and with himdo those fiwho had His name and
foreheads (or having their minds renewed) . . . those who dudiefite

themsel ves with women for they are pureo (
Il Corinthians11:2-3; Hosea 2:120).

AThey follow the Lamb wherever He goeso
offered as first fruits to God and the Lamb (see: Jamés)l:1 A No | i e was fou
on their | i ps;--Rewhabdopsldalr4®. bl amel ess o

He tells his maiden to turn her face toward him and to let him hear her voice in joyful
response to his call. He sees that her eyes are looking in the wrong directiaal. ¢tawn her
attention from all the outward thingsthe to his
hope of Glory, Christinyau he sai d; but now he wants her to
hear® although he is theéebut as his beingathisat her 6 s ri ght hand.

She has been bought with his blood and so her voice is sweet to his ears. He loves to see
her gaze at him like a sunflower follows the sun, or as the moon at nighttime reflects the light of
the unseen light of the day.

The Preoccupi ed Reply:

She hears his new call, sees his attitude and obeys his call to arise; his command to forget
the things that are in the past; she listens to his message about the Cross; to his call to turn her
face toward him, but . . . she does not underst8hd!is preoccupied. She evidently has her
eyes on the vVvi neyar @atchfarnugtheifokes, thp little foiestieat rairfthef r u i
vineyard® s he says (Song 2:17), She is getting wo|l
spending to much time trying to keep up the vineyard.

In his chambers, she realized she spent so much time and energy in active service that she
neglected her own vineyard. Now she is overreacting and so occupied with her own vineyard,
she cannot understand his neall. She is afraid that she is going to lose the experience of his
indwelling, and begins to worry about the vines spoiling.

Somelittle foxesthat are appearing shock &elittle manifestations of the old life she
thought were gone, and gone foreverdidhe remained occupied with the Lord, and quickly
obeyed whe&Rseuped Hheaei dwoufi d have taken care of th
He can only manifest his deliverance and strength on our behalf while we are walking in his will.
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Thelittle foxesalways show us that somewhere we have failed to keep step with the
Lord. Somewhere we have missed his will or failed to understand his voice. We have to deal
with God over these little foxes quickly because they open the door to great bigtbhegsaife
not dealt with at once.

Be careful, becaudgtle foxeswill hide themselves behind the vines and if they go
unnoticed, they can easily destroy the fruit of the vine.

Just like the waves that eat away at the shore, with the destructionlsp sulgtradual,
that it goes without notice, so these little foxes will eat away at our spiritual life and eventually
our physical life.

The little foxes show themselves in our foolishness, pride, spreading strife and slander,
backbiting, anger, lazinegsrofanity, complaining, lust, gluttony, discontentmeft¢lesiastes
10:1; Proerbs16:18, 28, 32Proverbsl8:9, 13). These are just a few of the little foxes that spoil
the vine. | am sure you can think of more yourself. But remember that thedetittehide.
They may not be necessarily grave sins, but they can grow to become some pretty nasty beasts.
We must be wise and discerning and also have a caretaker (a Pastor) who is able to help us
watch. We need to listen to counsel and accept disciptideebuke (Prosrbs19:20; 20:30;
27:5.6).

The Maiden's focus

She has finally realized Gododés | ove for he
and not the Lord. She sees God as primarily belonging to her, rather than her being possessed by
him. Myfoverisminé ( Song 2: 16) . Later in the Song, we

s he damyny Jovefn
We al so see that t lamondgiheriligé p(aSanug ezs: 1h6)s, fwhoi
represents other believers that also have degticand pure hearts toward God. It is among these,
that He really feeds and strengthens His flock.
You see, it is not enough for us to rest on our old experiences, and to comfort ourselves
that our Lover is ours, or that he is still in our heart. We balearn to press on and walk in his
will in sensitive obedience, if we are going to know the Lord.
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Covering Song 2:1-8:4

THE VALLEY OF TROUBLE
Outline Covering Song 2:17-3:4

Beloved: Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, turn, my lover, and

Note:

Note:

be like a gazelle or like a young stag on the rugged hills. All
night long on my bed | looked for the one my heart loves; |
looked for him but did not find him. | will get up now and go
about the city, through its streets and squares; | will search for
theone my heart loves. So | looked for him but did not find
him. The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the

city. OHave you seen the one my heart
passed them when | found the one my heart loves. | held him

and would notlehi m go t i | | I brought him to m)
house, to the room of the one who conc

The Lord had called the maiden to rise up from behind her wall
and follow him in this resurrection life. But she wants to remain
separate. (Song 2:17).

She is saying that she wants to the Lord to turn back and be
enclosed irher circumstance. She desires to be separated from the
world until her life is more perfected (until the shadows flee). She
has preferred to have him hiding behind her own wak. I&is
deliberately chosen to shut herself out from any environment in the
world, and this at the expense of having the Lord labor there alone
with her help. The result is an incomplete union with the Lord both
in his interests and service. Therefore, tbedLemploys a new
method of teaching. (Watchman N&eng of Songep. 4041). He
withdraws the sense of his presence from her that he might draw
her out of herself into a quest for him
awakening to actually going out to the Bedovinhis

circumstances (Hosea 5:15)

Now the maiden begins seeking the Lord (Song 3:1)

The maiden has begun to seek the Lord. The bed here represents a
place of spiritual rest. She seeks the Lord in her old retreat but
seems not to find hinEhe seeks to recover her past feelings and
experiences. The shadows have deepened instead fleeing away.

Regarding her service, she must learn to give herself to other, to
allow her light to shine in darkness. She will learn that the Lord
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will continually guide her and she will be like a watered garden, a
spring whose waters do not fail (lsa58:1011)

4, Just like Job, she is being tried (Job 2B

A. Her first step of Christian experience was to forsake all to
follow him and to know hisross.

B. Her second step was to know Jesus as an indwelling reality
that involved feasting at his banqueting table and enjoying
deep communion with him.

C. The third step, which she has not taken yet, is abiding
constantly in Jesus wherever he madleln these
circumstances there are no bound of time or place.

5. She is stirred to arise and go find her lover (Song 2:2).

Note: The Lord has succeeded in his purpose. He has called her to arise
but she did not obey. By hiding his face, he arolmedBY his
silence, he has drawn her to seek him diligently. He has broken
down the wall of reserve and drawn her out of herself.

6. She is then found by the watchmen (Song 3:3)
Note: We can find now in the maiden, a new humility and honesty about
her need for help. She has let down all her walls of pride and self

sufficiency and sees her need for others in the Body of Christ.

7. The watchmandés duty is to warn people.
the Lord and to give itHzekiel33:2-7)

8. The maidemmust follow and obey the directions of the watchmen
(Helkrews 13:7,17)

Note: The maiden must remember that the watchmen can point out the
way for her and show her the path, but they cannot seek the Lord
for her. This she must do herself.

9. As she bllows their instructions, she finds her lover (Song 3:4)

10.  During this experience, the maiden has experience discipline and

testing which has produced endurance (dets12:7-10; James
1:2-4)
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Note:

11.

Note:

The Lord did not test her more than she was @béndure. He
allowed her to find him and allowed himself to be led by her. The
mo t h e r Gepredemsulsystem of gracehechamber of
conceptionndicated thdove of God God used the principle of
grace and love to bring her forth. However, beeals cannot yet
completely discern what is of the Spirit and of the soul, the Lord
meets her at that level. She soulishly clings to him. She must learn
to rely on the Word of God alone out of a heart of complete trust.
As she goes on to know him, the nmendwill make an important
discovery: He will not veil his presence from her when she loses
all thought of herself. In order to dwell in him, as he lived by the
Father, she must yield up her own life (Jessie Reawis, Thy
Hidden Onespp. 5455).

If she endures these times of testing, she will obtain the crown of
life (James 1:12)

It is important to notice that this crown of life is given not to those

who endure until death, but to those who endure through trials, for:

Blessed, happy, tbe envied is the manmho is patient
under trialand stands up under temptatiéior when he has
stood the tesAnd been approvedhe will receive the

vi ct or 6 s whicroGod ha®promisad fo ¢hose
who love him.d James 1:12mplified Version
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Coveing Song 2:173:4

THE VALLEY OF TROUBLE

I will go and return to My Place,
until they admit their guilt and seek my face;
in their misery they will seek m& Hosea 5:15

Beloved: Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, turn, my lover, and
be like a gazelle or like a young stag on the rugged hills. All
night long on my bed | looked for the one my heart loves; |
looked for him but did not find him. | will get up now and go
about the city, through its streets and squares; | will search for
theone my heart loves. So | looked for him but did not find
him. The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the

my)

city. OHave you seen the one my heart
passed them when | found the one my heart loves. | held him

and would notlehi m go t i | | I brought him to
house, to the mm of the one who conceived ra@. Song

2:17-3:4

resurrection Life. Honlehilsofsepardien w&onhg Ro1i}

T he Lord has called the maiden to rise up from behinavaétrand follow him in his

She wants the Lord to turn back and be encloséeiitittle world. She wants to be
separated from the world until her life is more pdrfec dJntil thie day breaks and the shadows
fleteawap ( Song 2:17).

She prefers to have him in hiding behind her own wall. She has deliberately chosen to
shut herself out from any exposure to the world, and this is at the expense of having the Lord
labor ait there alone without her help. The result is an incomplete union with the Lord in his
interests and in his service. So, the Lord employs a new method of teaching.

He had called to her to turn her face toward him, and she started talking abonéshe
and thdittle foxes He told her about theecret placen the Cleft of the Rockand she sank back,
trying to recaptur e NKyloverasimihe @ xplee i enwiceésentahy
give him the fellowship he is looking for because her aolycern is what he is to her.

He hides himself to see what silence will do. There never would have been any need for
this if she simply left th@inesandfoxesto his care and obeyed his call as soon as it came.

If we would leave ourselves entirely irsthands, and responded to his voice without
even a hint of hesitation or seHflection, or any concern for ourselves and our experiences, we
wo ul d b @welliretlte secret place of the Most High!

His silence and the hiding of his face will jgHe slack out her. She is evidently very
conscious that there is a sudden cloud in their relationship, and she seems to know now that she
is not yet as fully in union with him and she thought. She is still inl#wenof her spiritual life,
but it will even t u a | ds the lighe of fmorning at sunrise on a cloudlessoday( 2uel 3324)n
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A shadow has appeared because of hissiJence s he <cal Iternhisdace t o hi m
toward hend turn with gazelldike speed like he used toddurn on these terriblBmountains
of separatiod ( S o n g rAourtaih )ifeseemhadong way off to her now, and he appears
to be alone on the mountain while she is in the valley of darkness.

She may be thinking; Al thought | Whatas
happened to all my o6faith confessionsodo?20
andsob6s face. 0

Yet, the psalmist said t\aleyofthesskadowioff he di d
deathp he vVearudedilo "She s eehnast tsoh es aoyashtheelawd appears,
and all the shadows fleeaway i f he will just turn toward her

Does he ans we rTheilerd is silentir?His Nae Zephaniah3:17)i

up
| 6

S p
i m

The Maiden's Decision

Theshadowsave gotten darker insteadft#deing away Allfnight long on my bed |
looked for the one my heart loves . . . but did not finddHim( Song 3: 1) . One wr it
thenight of faithbecause that is the only thing she has left. Gddrepresents place of spiritual
rest, and in the spirit, this may be true, but for the maiden it is now the darkest time of night.

She is trying to find the Lord in all the old retreats but cannot find him. She trying to
recapture all of her past feelings and eigases. Have you ever gone back to your old High
School trying to recapture those old memories, or maybe seeing an old flameyagaa 10
reunion? You can6t do it, they're gone for go
much more is requiredf you.

Many thoughts are clawing through her mind
series out.o AMaybe that book | read before w
or a 6camp meetingd is what | need. 0

Li ke Job , lgositward, bualyxanot pgrceive Him on the left hand . . . | cannot
behold Him . . . He hides Himself on the right hand, so that | cannot see Him . . . God has made
my heart faint . . . Yet I am not silenced by the darkness, nor by the thick darknessetsatroy
facd (Job 23:8,9,16,17).

She isndét silent because of the darkness,
heart (Song 3:2). She is so intent on finding him that all reservations are gonellisdalling
away! She do e svhodkhowsas lorg asssimeyfimd® hime She will confess to others

that he has withdrawn himself from her; she will go talk todhtchmerand ask them if they
can help her (Song 3:3).
The suffering is too much to try k®ep up appearancesr to try to kep up past
experiences by more vigorous testimonies. She has to be honest. Who cares what people think of
her! Shehasto find him! Any sense of pride and sslfifficiency has been cast aside.
He succeeded in his purpose. He called her to arise, buitdshetabey. By hiding his
face he woke her up from her lethargy; by his silence, he drew her to seek him diligently; by
prolonging his apparent absence, he broke down the wall of reserve and drawn her out of herself.
He watched her looking for him in d@he old places. He noted her desolation, but gave
no sign of his presence. He saw she was rushing back and forth, up and down, to this place or
that place, expecting to obtditessingd i ke t he ol d days, but he did
or even inguct the much loved watchmen with an answer that really met her need.
The watchmends responsibility is to warn t
give it (Ezekiel33:2-7), and so many times we run off to a conference or a meeting of sotne kin
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hoping that thesuperstaw i | | have Godds word for wus. Althou
time.

The Lord was silent in his love. Because he wanted to lead her on to know him fully, he
all owed her toHtehidmoml smé t w andr §ripvie the childignlofmem g | vy ,
(Lamentations3:33).

With great joy, he saw his purpose fulfilled. His maiden finally decidemséap to seek
Him. He saw her intensity of purpose and her determination to find him at the cost even of her
reputation irthe religious world. Who cares what people think of you now? You have to find the
King!

While Jesus6 disciples were in the midst o
was about to pass by themo ( Maeged Or6the4oddto i n or d
Emmaus, he fAacted as if he was going farthero
longer.

AEA -AEAAT 80 2AxA0A

|l tds amazing how just one small step often
around the maiden had fiedl and in utter helplessness and desperation, she throws herself on
God. Many times it seems it takes some great need, desperation pointbefore we are set

free from our prideandsesfuf f i ci ency. As one man has said,
chage until our yawn becomes a scr euwenwallandAs | on.
cover our failures, hide our deepest feelings, and ligeanett hr ough al | of Godos

will remain within the rigid limits of our narrow selves.

The maden was running all over trying to find her lover and finally, after she let go of all
her preconceived ideas of his working and finally became still and left the means of blessing to
him, di d sScacelyhadlgasded them wiien | found ther@ynbeartlove3 ( Son g
3:4).

To comeout of our selfis to be so broken that we lose all thought ofsedrest, sel
complacency, selfjlory, seltappropriation. To rise and seek him, is the pouring out at his feet
the cry of our heart, the furnaceintense desire being awaken by the Holy Spirit\vli@uum
ready for God to fill.

To find him simply means ougarnest seekingas given place to quiet resting on the
Wor d of t hearelinchedleftsditheYRmakd)) and t ur ni nignadther ey es
Living One.

Il n an outburst of |jfoupndhimhe anad |daldidnesashdi dfi t h at
would notlethimgd ( Song 3: 4) .

Through this time of discipline and testing, the Lord never allowed her to experience
more than she was abledndure. He allowed her to find him and even allowed himself to be led
by hlerhelid him and would not |l et him go unti/l
room of the one who conceivedame ( Son g md:t h)e.r a@phederdsugsacee arfet
roomindicates the love of God. God used the principle of grace and his love to bring her out. But
because she canét discern the difference betw
her at that level. She soulishly clings to him. Shels&d to learn to rely on the Word of God
alone out of a heart of complete trust.

As she goes on to know him, she will make a very important discovery; He will never
veil his presence from her whenever she loses all thought of herself.

It is not for her ® cling to him To grasp is to lose in the things of God. He will stay only
if we will trust ourselves to him, and learn to let him go as he wills. He i®\kkanin the
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Narnian Chronicles r om C. S. Lewis; MnHedl | b eseechotmmi ng an
and another you wonoét. He doesndt | ike being
wild, you know. Not I|ike a tame |ion. 0 We are

trust him and rely on his word alone.
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Covering Song %-5:8

PAINFUL LOVE

Stage of Love How We See Ourselves How Jesus Sees Us
Painful Love (3:65:8) il sl eep but my hgm2) Jpotless (4@wak e éo
(Unprepared) Ravishes His Heart (4:9)
Revelation of the Man (Jesus)
In a word Mor e Detail é
1Warrior He is seen as the anointed man of war

and the Brideds husband
(entered into fullness
of covenant relationship 3:6-11)

Having been mightily blessed and deeply loved, and then had her selfishness exposed, the
Beloved comesother as a Mighty Warrior to take her deeper into Covenant relationship with
Him (this is where they have their Espousals (Marriage) and we see the Wedding Procession).
Although it is a joyful occasion, there is much pain as she has to leave manyhhings t
have been dear to her (childhood home etc..) and learn to open herself up, like a closed garden
l etting itds beautiful fragrance go forth to
further and receives painful blows from those who have héipetefore. But she seems willing
to endure pain just to break forth out of her comfort zones to follow the one she loves.
This section speaks of a time in our relationship with Jesus where we make the decision
to step out with Him, following Him no mait what the cost. He will fight on our behalf and
give us all the affirmation we need just to open us up to Him and to the World.

Al so this section shows the need for d6adju

woman leave behind her childhood hoamel cleave to him (see Gesis2:24). Also the man is
seen to be a strong lead and an example (Watrrior) for her to follow in the painful time of
adjusting to a new life. Much affirmation of her physical beauty and paligpis needed at this
time (Songd:1-11).
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Covering Song 341

TRANSFIGURATION, A LIFE OF INTIMATE UNION

And all of us, as with unveiled fadaecause we continued to behold in the
Word of God as in a mirrdhe glory of the Lordare constantly being
transfigured intdis very own magein ever increasing splendand from one
degree of glory to anothdfpr this comes from the Lord Who is the Spirit.

d Il Corinthians 3:18Amplified Version

Lover:

Note:

Outline Covering Song 3:5-11

Daughters of Jerusalem, | charge you by the gazellebyand
the does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so
desires.

Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of smoke,
perfumed from all the spices of the merchant? Look! It is

Sol omonbés carriage, escoofted
Israel, all of them wearing the sword, all experienced in battle,
each with his sword at his side, prepared for the terrors of the

night.

King Solomon made for himself the carriage: he made it of
wood from Lebanon. Its posts he made of silver, ite lods
gold. Its seat was upholstered with purple, its interior lovingly
inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.

Come out, you daughters of Zion, and look at King Solomon
wearing the crown, the crown with which his mother crowned
him on the day of his weddinthe day his heart rejoiced.

As we saw in the previous study, the maiden has experienced many
dark nights of trial Dbecause of
call. The Lord had to employ other methods to draw her out of
herself. Sins are relae. To the one that walks in close union with

the Lord, even the very smallest act of unfaithfulness becomes
great. A sin which a stranger would regard as trivial would appear

a serious crime to the trusted servant. Others may be content with
being keptfom what is considered gross sin, but an obedient heart
that seeks to walk in unbroken communion with him cannot excuse

Si Xty

di sobed

even the small est act of di sobedience o

There is a parallel to be seen between the experience rogidlen
and apostate I srael. Theallukeor d s

aid of I
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her . . . lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her . . . [ will
make the Valley of Ach@irouble)a door of hope. There she will
sing as in the days of her youth, ashe tlays she came up out of
Egypt 0 Af t er troublesthdreiismenewedhbpe and joy.
(Hosea 2:1415).

2. After her wilderness experience, she now relates to the Lord as her
husband, instead of her master (Hosea 2:16, 19)

Note: After the perod of rest commanded by the Lord in Song 3:5, the
daughters see the betrothed one emerging from the wilderness. She
who had been desolate, broken and weeping is now appearing with
the glory of God on her (Jessie Pdrewis, Thy Hidden One9.

43).
3. All the daughters see her coming out of the wilderness (Song 3:6)
4, When Jesus came out of the wilderness testing, he came out in the

power of the Spirit (Luke 4:134)

Note: Itis important to remember that the Israelites wandered for 40
years becase of unbelief, murmuring and complaining. It took
Jesus 40 days. It was never Gododos willl
in the wilderness. It was his plan to lead them straight through it
into the promised land. He became so aggravated with them
because dtheir constant complaining the he destroyed that
generation and raised up another one to take the inheritance.

Li kewi se, we can take ten years to | ear
can take one year to learn ten years; lessons. This all depends on

our attitides during the testing. We can either walk forward

through the valley of trouble in faith and confidence with a glad

heart, or we can be dragged through with heel marks all the way. If

we choose the later, it is doubtful we will ever walk in the fullness

of what God intends for us. We also risk the chance of grieving the

Spirit of God and beinget aside

5. Those that complained and Amur muredo i n
destroyed (Nurbers14:2045

6. Not only the ones that complained were destroyedihmut
children, as well (Nuiners14:33)

Note: In the maiden we see one who is faithful. She passes through the
nights of trial and comes out of the wilderness with a glad heart.
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Note:

Note:

10.

Note:

11

Note:

As she comes up out of the wilderness, she is compared to a
column ofsmoke (Song 3:6)

In other references, you will see a column, or pillar, of smoke. For
instance: God led Israel with a pillar of smoke; at the outpouring of
the Spirit, theravere billowsof smoke; and the prayers of the

saints go up before God withe smoke of the incense

This passage in the Song presents a beautiful picture of the maiden
coming up from the wilderness of testing being filled with the

power of God and being continually led by his Spirit. We also find
the maiden moving in thainistry of intercession as her prayers
ascend upward to God (Watchman N&eng of Songs

The maiden is perfumed with Myrrh, Frankincense and all the
scented powders of the merchants (Song 3:6)

Myrrh is used to symbolize three things @rficular:

a. Itisanembalmingspice Thi s denotes t
with Jesus in his death. 0
and it is no longer | who
(Galatians2:20)

h
I
I

b. Itis abeautifying ointmenvhich takes away nnkles. She
is being washed in the water of the Word so that she might
be without spot or wrinkle.

c. ltis the principle ingredient in the ho&nointing oilof
Aaron. She has been anointed by the Holy Spirit to be a
priestunto God.

Frankincenses a fragrant spice, used in making the priestly
incense that was to be burned before the Lord. This refers to the
intercessory prayer life of the priest (Ré&ations8:3-4)

Her life is fragrant with the fruits and graces of the Spirit of God.

All those watching this scene, see the traveling litter, or couch, of
Solomon (Song 3:7)

The traveling couch of Solomon was a litter on which Solomon
was carried and could rest while he was traveling. This speaks of
the believer having enter@ato a measure of spiritual rest in her
walk with the Lord.

e

ma i

have
i ves,
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12.

13.

14.

Note:

15.

Not combining the Word you hear, with fadttas well as flat out
disobediencé wi | | prevent you from entering Go
(Hebrews4:1-6)

This entering into d@oowvidwgorksamdst, I s ceasi
efforts, just as God rested from his (Hebs4:9-11)

The sixty men who surround Sol omonés tr
mighty men of Israel, wielders of the sword and experts in war
(Song 3:78)

These men are also symbolicxtgimen, or threescore men, would
be 3 x 20. the number twenty is the number of expectancy:
0 Twenty years Jacob waited to get possession of his wives

0 Twenty years | srael waited for a del
oppression

0 Twenty years the Ark of the Covenamaited at Kiriath
jearim.

0 Twenty years Solomon was waiting for the completion of
two houses.

Three is the number of fullness or divine completion:

0 Godos ad onmmniscience, ensnipresence,
omnipotence

0 Timed past, present, future

0 Human capability thought, word, deed

0 Kingdomsd animal, vegetable, mineral

(E. W. Bullinger,Numbers in Scriptude

These sixty men speak to us of those believers who are waiting in
expectancy for God to complete his divine plan. They are full of
faith and hope. Téy are not ignorant of the devices of the enemy.
They have taken on the full armor of God by which they stand
against the wiles of the devil. They are armed with the sword of the
Spirit which is the Word of God. They are watchful and stand
fearlessly in tk presence of God. They exercise discernment in
regards to the devices of the enemy.

The Kingds throne is created from the t
posts of silver and the back (support) is made of Gold. There is a

seat of purple fabric and thet@nior is lovingly fitted by the

daughters of Jerusalem.

The symbolism:

Timber or cedar of Lebanah Saints
Silverd Redemption
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Goldd Divine Nature
Purpled Kingly Authority
(Lockyer, All the Prophecies of the Bible

The Kingo6s oftherlife where 3egus dwklls inwardly
as Lord and King. The Kingbés chair then
who having been redeemed through the blood of Jesus, are being
supported and filled with the likeness of Christ, and his Kingly
authority is being exeised through all whose lives are under the
Lordship of Jesus.
16 The phrase, fits inte 0 a
Jerusalem, 0 suggest t
(Ephesians 4:1516)

roi rr lovingly inl
he Body of Chri st
17.  This procession coming up oof the wilderness is proclaimed to
be aweddingdayt he day of the Kingbés gl adness
3:11)

Note: Here is the entrance of the maiden into close communion with the
King. She has become betrothed to him in faithfulness, in leving
kindness ad compassion, in righteousness and justice; betrothed
to him forever. Here is where the one who goes on to know the
Lord experiences whEheonéewhojpimsant by the v
himself to the Lord is one spirit with him ( inthi@ne6r17). The
maiden as she seeks him, begins to enter into a union with him
that can only be karmewtohibwhot hose who ar e
made the heavens andtheearth Just as earthly marri age
beginning of two lives being blended together; the beginning of
two peopé discovering and learning to know one another, so it is
with those who are married to the Lord. In this relationship, Jesus
begins to share with his Bride his love, his thoughts, his plans and
his purposes in the earth. He provides for her every neeslisThi
the beginning of intimate union with Jesus in the life of the
believer and the beginning of deep knowledge of him.

This bridal union is a spiritual relationship with Jesus that we are

not waiting to receive someday when he comes, but it is a place i

the Spirit we can enter now! We see Jesus demonstrating this

relationship with the Father when he came up from the wilderness

in the power of the Spirit. Jesusodo pray
him was that they might experience the intimate oneness with

himself and each other which is their right as his bride.

That they all may be one just as you, Father, are in hé¢ ianyou . . . |
made known your name to them and revealed your charaatkerwill continue
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to make yolkknown, thatthe love whichyou have bestowed upon meay be n
themd felt in their heartd andthat | may be in therd John 17:21a, 26

And you shalThatl i s m@ g yoartnssipaadisd , 0
your makerwhose name is the Lord bbsts. Youwvi | | be callsed, AMy de
i n led ,your | aandas thi bnidegroomeejbiced over the bride,
so your God will rejoice over yo@ Portions of Hosea and Isaiah

It is to this intimate uniothat God desires to bring yaihat
you may be filled with all the fullness God.And the Spirit
and t he br i dmrdleshe gne whd (S thinsky tone;
. . .take the water of life without cosi Revelation 22:17
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CoveringSong3:5-11

THE POWER OF RESURRECTION

And all of us, as with unveiled fadeecause we contindeo behold in the
Word of Godas in a mirror the glory of the Lordre constantly being
transfigured into his very own imageever increasing splendor and from one
degree of glory to anothdfpr this comes from the Lord Who is the Spiditll
Corinthians 3:18Amplified Version

Having been buried with him . you were also raised with hithrough faith
in the working of Godwho raised him from the deadl Colossians 2:12

Lover:

Daughters of Jerusalem, | charge you by the gazellebyand
the does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so
desires.

Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of smoke,
perfumed from all the spices of the merchant? Look! It is

Sol omonbés carriage, escoofted by
Israel, all of them wearing the sword, all experienced in battle,

each with his sword at his side, prepared for the terrors of the

night.

King Solomon made for himself the carriage: he made it of
wood from Lebanon. Its posts he made of silver, ite lods
gold. Its seat was upholstered with purple, its interior lovingly
inlaid by the daughters of Jerusalem.

Come out, you daughters of Zion, and look at King Solomon
wearing the crown, the crown with which his mother crowned
him on the day of his weddinthe day his heart rejoicéd

Song 3:511

Si Xty

He knows what she has suffered in the anguish of his apparent withdrawal and the agony

O nce again, the Risen Lord forbids tfeughtergo touch anyone so entirely in his care.

of her selfreproach over the least unfaithfulness or-abEorption.
It has been said that sins are relative.
entusted, the closer its union with its Lord . . . the greater is the sin of the very least and
apparently most trifling unfaithfulness. An act which in a stranger would be nothing, in a trusted

servant

woul d be d&hedNamesnad@@)d( Andrew Jukes,

Otheas may be content with being held back from what is visibly and grossly sin, but the
obedient heart, seeking to walk with him in unbroken communion, cannot excuse the faintest
disobedience or lack of sensitivity to his will.
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The Lord knows all this, andyain gives his loved one a time of rest, in case, as he says,
fithe spirit should faint away beforetme ( | sai ah 57: 16) .

He knows, too, that the Spirit must strengthen his purchased one with might before he
can lead her further. He again speaks to the etgeghters and bids them not to disturb her rest,
for he has allured her into the wilderness to speak comfortably to her. The valley of trouble will
prove to be the door through which she will pass to a fuller union with her Tioedeshe will
learn to all him, Ishi (husband) instead &aali, ( ma st eshallsiagnhéré s b Blo & e a
2:1416, 20).

The children of the Lord need to allow him to care for his own! He has redeemed each
one of us at such a tremendous cost. He will deal with each one yeadedrding to their need
and to their character . Albhused readrhewillnatbreakanda hi s
smoldering wick he will not snuff @ut (ah42:8).

The Transfigured Soul

After the period of rest is over, they see the maidmerging from the wilderness. When
others see her, they are amazed and glorify the God they see in her.

They knew all about her time of sorrow. They saw her running through the streets in
pursuit of her lover. They had seen her asking the watchmdnefothelp. Her friends look at
her and Whaisthidd mWh &t a change has taken pl ace!
desolate, broken, weeping, but now she is a transfigured soul, and the days of her mourning have
ended. She is coming out of the wildess with the glory of the Lord seen upon her.

They compare her toglllar of smoke The same expression used by the prophet Joel in
describing Goddos wonders i n t he22830)yGedisase n he
manifested n pidar dicloudd (©Odusd3:22) when he went in front of his people. The
inference is that as the believer emerges from the wilderness, they will manifest the power of the
Holy Spirit and the wall that hid her indwelling Lord from others will be broken down.

It is worth going through the wilderness for this! It is worth the cost of the apparent
forsaking by the Lord, to come out perfumed witiarrhd with the fragrance that alone can
come from fellowship wilth whaismtdfe uslolindaddst wii 4 | w
cause him to suffér (ah53:40). She is also melted; no longer hard and unbending, but tender
and broken with his love; so pliable and yielding to his will that he compares fh@nkkancense
a liquid distilled gum. Others are broken aid% feet because of the melting power of Gods love
manifested through her.

The Victorious Soul

The daught &hossthe8®xoc | aanidm,t hicook! It ibthefierafd d, A
Solomoh 0

They see a triumphal procession emerging from the wildernespathnquin of the King
guarded by mighty men equipped for war. Historically, this refers to Jesus emerging from his
conflict with Adversary in the wilderness.

The believer united to the Conqueror of Calvary shares in his triumph over principalities
and pwers. At his cross he put them to open shameo&S@ns:14-15). Living in the
victorious Lord, she is carried to safety over all the pitfalls and wiles of the deuvil, for she is
encompassed by angels of ligmighty menwho are expert in war againketlegions of
darkness (see Relations12:7-11). These legions of darkness atieked spiritsvho attack,
always in the dark and suddenly, when the believer passes throigjit af trial.
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The God-Possessed Soul

We see a description of the vehicle Kiag travels, rather than of the King, himself. It is
pointing to t he hadmdtionefGedthroudghthe $psit 6 Ewha2if22) .

TheDaughters of Jerusaleimve seen the Glory of the Lord on the Maiden as she is
united with him in his resuection and seated with him in heavenly places. They see that she is
entirely his workmanship. Having spoken of his royal litter, they now describe this car of state,
made my the Lord, himself. It is a palanquin for his own personal use, prefiguringiéwebel
who the Lord has transformed for his own habitation.

Thewood of Lebanospeaks of her humandyit he eart hly house of o
(Il Corinthians5 : 1) ; the #Apillars of <Sirddeemedbytleblooder r e
of Chrgetdotbe fihe Divine Life of her indwell
King. He rejoices in making the place of his feet glorious, so his temple is paved with the love of
the daughters of Jerusalem.

The Crowned Christ

The Daughters of Zionra told to see the conqueror of Calvary with another crown on his
Royal brow. The redeemed one is now fa crown
diadem in the ha&amne@3)of (her) Godo (Il sa

These daughters may refer to those of whom it ig weit’Y ou hd@ve come to Mount Zion,
the city of the Living Gadl ( reMes12:220 believers who have already been brought into
union with the glorified Lordpvercomersipon whom he has written the name of the city, the
new Jerusalem (Relation3:12); membes of the Bride, who rejoice to see the Brigarit in
other believers, and are glad for the gladness of his heart.
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Covering Song 4:b

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; And your ears, because they
hear. Fottruly | say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see
what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
0 Matthew 13:1617

Outline Covering Song 4:1-5

Lover: How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, howaasiful! Your
eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of
goats descending from Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like a
flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each
has itds twin; not one of them
scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your
veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the
tower of David, built with elegance; on it hang a thousand
shields, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are
like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelle that browse among
the lilies.

Note: As we saw in the previous study, the believer has become to the
Lord acrown of beautyHis Bride has become a royal diadem
upon his head. There follows a praise to the Bride fiioe lips of
the King, describing the beauty of tNew CreationThere are
seven attributes described here which point to the spiritual
perfection of the New Creation. The beauty of the Bride is spoken
of in natural terms, yet as we look into the parabie receive
spiritual insight and understanding of the attributes of the New
Creation of God and of the individual believer who is going on in
maturity to know the Lord.

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; And your
ears, because they hear. Faty | say to you, That many
righteous prophets and righteous men desired to see what
you see, and did not see it; And to hear what you hear, and
did not hear itd Matthew 13:1617

The Eyes

1. The first feature of the Bride the King mentions lage
eyes being like doves behind her veil (Song 4:1)
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Note:

Note:

Note:

The King, seeing the presence of the Holy Spirit,

represented by the dove in the eyes of the Bride, sees her as

the temple of the Holy Spirit. The eyigs doves point to

spiritual insight. Thebility to perceive things in the Spirit

is one of the most prominent features in those going on to

maturity. Dovesd eyes, too, can only
time. The maiden, likewise, has single vision: eyes only

focused on Jesus and his will.

Paul prayed that we malkeehave such sp
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,

so that you may know him better. | pray also that the eyes

of your heart maydenlightened in order that you may

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his

glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably

great power for us who believe ( dSignkL:17-19).

He al so said that lindedthemigi®d of t hi s a
of unbelievers, so that cannot see the light of the gospel of

the glory of Christ, who is the 1 mag
Corinthians4:4)

In contrast, the maiden is described as one whose eyes have
been opened to see the light of the gbspéhe glory of
God.

Genesis tells us thadsisLeahb6és eyes we
29:17).

However, Rachel was beautiful of form and face and Jacob
love her more that Leah (Ge$is29:17-18, 30)

Jacob, who represents a type of Jesus, fulfitis lawful

duty to Leah. Yet, he loved Rachel more. Rachel represents
those who are strong in spiritual things and those who walk
in holiness before the Lor8eautyin the scripture often
represents holiness.

This spiritual aredsvelgpedinouror dovebs ey
life by being accustomed to the word of righteousness and

protecting it, partaking of the solid food, or strong meat of

the word (Hebews5:13-14)
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Note: In Ephesians 4:13 we are told that we are all being built up
until we become anature marand reach theneasure of
the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ

7. In Amos we see the Lord measuring his people with a
plumb line (Amos 7:78)

Note: A plumb line, according to Webster Dictionary, is a weight
on the end of &ne used especially by builders to show
vertical direction.

8. In Zechariah there is a description of this plumb line as
having seven eyes on the plummet stone which are the
seven eyes of the Lord that search throughout the earth
(Zechariah4:9-10; Zecflanah 3:9)

Note: Jesus is measuring his people by the plumb line of
complete spiritual insight. (The number seven means
completion, or spiritual perfection). In Isaiah we find out
what this measurement is.

9. The seven eyes, or seven spirits of Godltbich Jesus
desires his Church to measuretajre the Spirit of
Wisdom, the Spirit of Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel,
the Spirit of Strength, the Spirit of Knowledge, the Fear of
the Lord, and quick understanding (R&ations5:6; Isaah

11:2-3)

Note: For those with NAS Bibles, verse 3 of Isaiah 11 reads in
the King James version, fiand
understanding in the fear of

10. In Ezekiel there is a symbolic description of the

overcomers with spiritual insight aging full of eyes
(Ezekiel1:18)

Note: Finally, these eyes are behi
of this world cannot see or understand what a believer with
spiritual insight sees. Spiritual perceptions must be hidden
from the world. Some believerpgpantly, and without
discrimination, express the things that they have received
from the Spirit of God. In contrast, we see that the eyes of
the Bride are veiled, lest skbast her pearls before swine
cast what i$oly to the dogs

The Hair
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1 The King describes the Bridedbds hair
have descended from mount Gilead (Song 4:1)

2. Hair signifies separation unto God (Nbers6:1-5)

3. Samsonb6s separation unto God was the
strength. When his hair was cut,los separation unto God
was broken, his strength left him and he became like any
other man (Judges 16:17)

Note: Soitis in the life of the Bride. The strength of God is
manifested only as she remains separated unto his will and
for his pleasure.

4, The hair of the Bride is described as a flock of goats that
have descended from Mount Gilead. Mt. Gilead was the
mountain on which the sheep and goats grazed, awaiting
sacrifice in the temple. Goats were given for burnt offerings
and peace offerings (Leticus1:10, 3:6)

Note: Theburnt offeringsand thepeace offeringsvere fellowship
offerings. They weréeewill offerings to the Lord. The
burnt offeringsymbolized the entire surrender to God of
the individual. As a man gave the offering voluntatilg,
was offering up his own body as a living sacrifice to live a
life pleasing to God. Thpeace offeringvas a sacrifice
offered in communion with God, given dehalfof those
who desired &loser fellowshipvith God. Consequently,
the referencetotheani dends hair being | i ke a f
goats points to a consecrated and dedicated offering of
ourselves to the Lord. In such a dedication lies the strength
and obedience of the believer. (Locky&l, The Messianic
Prophecies of the Bibje

5. Scripture pranise that the eyes of the Lord search
throughout the earth to strengthen (or strongly support)
those whose hearts are fully committed to him (Il
Chroricles16:9)

6. Goat hair was used in the curtains for a tent over the
tabernacle (Eadus26:7)

Note: The tabernacle in the wilderness was where God met Israel.

The curtains ogoat hairor skin covered the place where
God met with man and designated theeting placef
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those set apart for God. The referen
being as dlock of goatsould suggest that her life is a

place where God igbernaclingand that she is being built

together with other members of the Body as a dwelling of

God in the Spirit (LockyerAll the Messianic Prophecies of

the Biblé.

The first thing said abouhe Bride of Christ in Revelation
i sBehofil, the tabernacle of God is among then
(Rewelations21:2-3)

The Teeth

1.

Note:

Note:

Note:

The Bridebs teeth are compared to a
ewes that have come up from their washing, all of which
bear twins (Sog 4:2)

The teeth indicate the ability to appropriate food. This
reference denotes the ability to receive and appropriate the
provision of the Lord and to partake of tsteong meabf

the Word.

Those who eat the strong meat of the Word lamse who

are accustomed to the Word of Righteousness, are mature
and those who, because of practice, have their senses
trained to discern good and evil (Helvs5:1314)

According to the Song, the teeth are seen as a flock of
shorn ewes which havame up from their washing.

This obviously refers to the washing of the water of the
Word of God (Epksianss:26)

As we receive the Word and meditate on it, our mind is
washed and renewed. Taking teethto signify the mind,
we discoverhat theseewes coming up from their washing
signify that themindof the Bride has beemashed in the
water of the Word and has been transformed, sanctified
and cleansed

These ewes have been newly shorn of the their wool (Song
4:2)

Wool suggets the earthly life that the Lord has cursed
(Ezekiel. 44:1718; Geresis3:17-19)
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Note:

Note:

Note:

The priests who minister to the Lord within the veil were
not allowed to enter wearing any woolen garments or with
anything that caused swe¥{oolsuggests thearthly life

that the Lord has cursed’he ewes shorn of their wool,

which caused them to be deceptive in size and weight,
describes theenewed minavhich has beeshorn of the
wisdom of the world, freed from the curses of this earth and
renewed in the wisdoand knowledge of God

The Song speaks of each tooth having a twin. As we have
taken the teeth to signify the mind renewed in the wisdom
of God, the twins represent balance, for wisdom has two
sides (Job 11:6; Eccksiastes:18)

Twins speés to us of the balance of wisdom as the believer
grows in the wisdom and knowledge of God. The believer
has learned to hold fast to former truths while she is
grasping and learning to walk in new truth and
understanding..

Earlier we learned that ttigride was feasting at King

Sol omonés table and eating the
The strong meat is meant for the spiritually mature

(Helrews5:14)

Jesus said that hi s meat was doi

4:34)

When King Solomon became kjinhe did not ask for riches
or honor, but for wisdom to rule his people. So God gave
him wisdom and great discernment and breadth of énind
like the sand that is on the seashipi€ings 4:2930)

This is a beautiful picture of the renewed mind| @dlthe
balance of wisdom and discernment.

The Lips

1.

The King described her lips as being like a scarlet thread
and her mouth being lovely (Song 4:3)

A scarlet thread is also mentioned in the story of Rahab and

the thread brought redennm to Rahab and to her
household (Joshua 2:118)
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Note: In comparison, the lips of the Bride brings redemption and
deliverance to men.

3. The lips speak of preaching the gospel, announcing peace
and salvation, saying to Zion, #fAYour
shouting joyfully (Ronans10:1415; Isaah 52:7-10)

Note: The lips of the Bride are not only speaking of redemption
to others, but her lips themselves have been redeemed and
brought under the Lordship and cleansing of Jesus..

4, In contrast, the unliievers who reject the authority of
Jesus have flattering lips and a tongue speaking great
things. Their lips are their own and they do not submit to
the Lordship of Jesus (81sn12:34)

5. Because the Bride truly loves her Lord, she meditates on
his Wad day and night. As a result her lips overflow with
the Word of God. They are pure words; as silver tried in a
furnace on the earth, refined seven timesI(@42:6).

6. No lie is found in the mouth of an over comer and they are
blameless (Realations14:4-5)

7. James taught that if anyone does not stumble in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body
(James 3:2)

The Temples

1. The King describes the Brides temples as being like a slice

of pomegranate behind her veilqng 4:3)

Note: Thetemplesepresentthe e at of malmdés t houghts
describing the temples aslicedpomegranate, we see that
the thoughts of the Bride are opened and exposed before
God. Notice that the temples are veiled from the outward
world, butopen and laid bare before God.

2. The psalmist desired the meditation of his heart to be
acceptable in Godbés sight. I n fact,
would search his heart and try his thoughts to reveal any
hurtful thing (Palm 19:14; 139:234).

Note: So it is with one whose thoughts are open toward God.
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VI.

Note:

Note:

The seeds of the pomegranate are crystal seeds tinged with
red. Likewise, the thoughts of the Bride have been cleansed
and purified. Her thought are as pure and clear as crystal,
allowing the Ight of God and the wisdom of God to shine
through them. Her thoughts have been redeemed (signified
by the red).

Pomegranates were carved on the
temple (I Kings 7:20)

Wed the overcomers are likened to a pillar in the temple
of God (Reelations3:12)

The Bride has laid her thoughts bare before the Most High
God to be tried and tested. As a result, her thoughts have
been purified and refined that the light of God might shine
through. She has qualified as an over comer.

The weapons of her warfare are not of the flesh but
divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. They
destroy speculations and every lofty thing raised up against
the knowledge of Gatl taking every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ(ICor. 10:35)

The Neck

1.

Note:

The neck of the Bride is described as being like the tower
of David built with rows of stones, on which are hung a
thousand shields, all the rounds shields of might men (Song
4:4)

In contrast, the neck of those avhre disobedient to God
are an iron sinew (Iszh 48:4)

Theneckin scripture signifies theill. The neck of the
Bride represents a will in submission to the will of the
Lord.

I n describing the Bridebs neck,
strength against the enemy (Ps. 61:3)

This tower is called the tower of David. The will of the

Bride is said to be a stronghold of strength against the
enemy, as was David. The secret
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t hat he was a man alwestoddGodds own he
al |l Godds will (Acts 13:22)

Note: I n having a submissive will toward G
will as a tower of strength fixed on one purpidde do all
of Godoés will

5. Those whose will is aa tower of strengtfixed to do
G o d 6 khave the promise that the former domirdon
which Adam losd would come to them (Micah 4:8)

Note: This tower, to which the will of the Bride is compared, was
a tower built as an armory, a storehouse for weapons
(specifically shields).

6. In the weapos of our warfare, we have the shield of faith,
which is able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the
evil one (Eplesianss:16).

7. The mighty men to whom the shields belong are mighty
men of valor, trained for war. They can handle shield and
spearand have faces like the faces of lions and are as swift
as the gazelles on the mountains (I Chron. 12:8)

Note: Maki ng a spiritual application here,
will and desire to do the will of God has been strengthened
through the examplend faith (shields) of these mighty
men of valor. We note from the passage that these men
were skilled in Atearing down the st
They were said to havaces like lionsThelion in
scripture symbolizes kinglguthority, Jesus himself begn
the Lion of Judah. These men had the authority of the King
upon their lives. When the enemy looked into their faces, it
was the same as looking into the face of Jesus. They were
said to beas swift as the gazelles on the mountainsan
earlier study, w noted that this refers to Jesus in his
resurrection life and power. These are men that were led by
the Spirit of God and follow the Lamb in His resurrection
power.

8. In the letter to the Hebrew church, the mighty men of valor
by faith conquered kingums, performed acts of
righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
guenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to fligjhwere
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persecuted, tortured and martydedere men of whom the
world was not worthy (Hetlews11:3240)

9. We are exhorted to not be sluggish, ourselves and to imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit to promises
(Helrews6:12)

Note: Through these examples of faith, the Bride has been
strengthened to die will of God.

VIl.  The Breasts

Note: In this Parable of the Bride, we come to sieeenttfeature,
which completeghe picture of théndividual believer who
is pressing on in God. This parable is a corporate
description of the Bride of Christ asell.

1. The King describes the Bridebds breas
fawns, twins of a gazelle which feeds among the lilies
(Song 4:5)

Note: Through these examples of faith, the Bride has been
strengthened to do the will of God.

2. In our spiritual amor, we wear the breastplate of faith and
love (I Thesalonians5:8)

3. Righteousness and judgment are the two spiritual qualities
of this breastplate (Egisianss:14; E>odus28:15)

Note: The breastplate of judgment was worn by the High Priest
who went within the veil to minister to the Lord. Through
the blood of Jesus, the way has been opened into the holiest
of holies for us, that we too may enter. In studying this
portion of the high priestédés clothin
truth about the priestloal of the believer.

The two breasts signify the inward qualities of faith and
love. The faith within produces righteousness (right
standing with God), for it is written that Abraham believed
God and it was accounted to him as righteousness. The
result oflove is the ability to judge with righteous
judgment. Also, it is the love of God that causes judgment
to come on the Church and the world. As it is written in
He b r e w sButlf 2ou 8re withiout discipline. .then

you are illegitimate children andohsons 0
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The two breasts of the breastplates of the Bride could be written:

FAITH ——» produces ——  LOVE

\ l

produces produces

l

RIGHTEOUSNESS— produces — JUDGMENT

Notice the progression in the development of the breasts as well as the
balanceTherefore, it is written in the Song that they arénass They
balanceone another. Let us study this further.

4, In constructing the breastplate of judgment, the workman must be
a skillful worker (Exodus28:15)

5. Applying this spiritually, tdoe able to judge with the righteous
judgments which the breastplates signifies we must be exercised in
the word of righteousness and have our senses trained to discern
good and evil.

Note: Thebreastsof the Bride signify that the Bride has been devetbp
in faith and in love. Through studying the Word diligently, she has
become skilled in the Word of righteousness. By reason of use, her
senses have been exercised to discern or judge between good and
evil.

6. The Urim and Thumin were carried in theeastplate of judgment
and were used to judge the sons of Israel and inquire before the
Lord (Exodus28:30; Nunbers27:21).

Note: Urim meandights. Urim represents the supernatural revelation of
the Word of God. It is by this revelation that God makss¥n his
counsel and will..

7. Paul prayed that believers would receive the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of the Lord and that the eyes of our
heart would be enlightened (Egsiansl:17-18)

8. He also prayed that we would knowwhas t he hope of
calling, the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints and
the surpassing greatness of his power toward us who believe
(Ephesiansl:18-19)

t
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Note: Revelatiorknowledge is deeper thdaith knowledge. However,
we musffirst have faith before we can receive revelation from the
Word.

9. This revelation comes order on order, line on line, a little here, a
little there (Is&ah 28:9-10)

Note: Faith knowledge is like understanding the basic mathematic
equation, multipltation, subtraction and addition. Revelation
knowledge is like understanding geometry. Unless there has been a
line upon line understanding of basic math, geometry can never be
understood. So it is with the Word of God. Notice the progression
of developmenin the breasts or breastplate of the Bride

FAITH (Belief in Godbés Word)
(prodluces)
\ 4 (Ability to stand before God
RIGHTEOUSNESS without fear, condemnation
or guilt)
(progluces)
v

(Supernatural revelation

ALI GHTSOo of the Word ¢ God

makes known his counsel
and his will)

Note: Look at thetwin of the Urim as the Song compared the breasts to
twins. Thumminmeangerfections The Thummin represents the
perfect measuremehy which the believer is being judged and
also judgng other

10. We are being judged as a mature or perfect man; the measure of
the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ @8@ns4:13)

11. We are being perfected and transformed through the washing of
the water of the Word. The Word of Gdivides our soul and
spirit and judges the thoughts and intentions of our heart
(Ephesians:26-27; Helvews4:12-13)

12. The Psalms and prophets spoke of this judgment and said the

believers were tried and refined, oppressed, went through fire and
waterd purified as gold and silver. But afterward were brought
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13.

into a place of abundance and were tried so that they might offer to
God offerings in righteousness éhw 66:1012; Malachi 3:23)

(It is the love of God which
LOVE brings men to repentanead

into a relationship as a son of God)
(profduces)
v (God corrects and disciplines
JUDGMENT every son he receives)
(produces)
v (Receiving correction purifies
PERFECTI ONSO and refines the life, bringing

about true holiness)

When the individual believer, as well as the corporate Bride of
Christ has been judged by God and has been perfected, we will
fulfill the commandment of Jesus when he instructed us to be
perfect, as your father in heaven is perfect (Matt. 5:48)

Notice the development, balance and progression of the breasts or
breastplates of the believer:

FAITH LOVE

} }

RIGHTEOUSNESS JUDGMENT

Note:

14.

Note:

15.

| |

ALI GHTSOo APERFECTI ONSO

The breasts of the Bride are compared to a fawn, which is a young
deer. A fawnis verysensitiveas are these qualities of the Spirit.

The fawns are feeding among the lilies (Song 4:5)

We discovered in an earlier study that likes signified those
saints with dedicated and pure hearts toward God

They becoméully developed when they are being fed by the
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers and are being
built together with the rest of the joints (members of the Body),
being built into maturity (Epésianst:11-13, 16)
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Note: All those who lave progressed this fare in their spiritual walk
have, according to Paul, been Arenewed
and put on the new self. Which in the likeness of God has been
created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. Therefore, if any
man isin Christ, he is a new creature; the old things have passed
away; behold! New things have come (Epians4:23-24; Il
Corinthiansb:17).
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CoveringSong4:1-5

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ JestiEphesians 2:6

Lover: How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, howasiful! Your
eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a flock of
goats descending from Mount Gilead. Your teeth are like a
flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each
has 1itds twin; not one of them is al on
scarlet ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your
veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the
tower of David, built with elegance; on it hang a thousand
shields, all of them shields of warriors. Your two breasts are
like two fawns, like twin fawns of a gazelthat browse among
the liliesd Song 4:15

this safely, because she will no longer appropriate any of his praise to herself.
She has been brought to such deepasadisement in the wildernesisat now her
union with him will keep her walking humbly with God. She is more sensitive to sin, more
honest in confession of it, more conscious (I
theblood of sprinklingon the mercy seat to keep herinbroken communion with her Lord.

In the time of quiet which followed the conflict and suffering of the wilderness, she has
also learned to be silent before the Lord. In the early days, when she was so eagerly longing to
know him, most of théalkingwas on her side; He rarely spoke and then, only briefly. He knew
s h e wldazd adroaflthe matter ( Mar k 1: 45), and so he coul d
she needed.

Indeed, she gave the Lord no time to speak! She entered into his presence, bdgan to ta
immediately poured out her hedrtand then left the place of access without waiting to hear his
voice or to know his mind.

fAiFind rest, O my soul, in God alone; my expectation comes froth higrR 2:5) is
now her attitude. There is silence in her véhioking as she is united to her Lérthe silence of
reverence and awe.

He speaks from the deep quiet of his sanctuary within her heart. We can listen to him
w h ogives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though thep we(e&ne 4nl7),
andmaybe learn the secret of becoming partakers of the divine nHttretér 1:4).

The Br i de gYowaseraircsthee ynaiden résponds in the humility of faitmay
itbetomeasyouhavesaid (Luke 1:38), a nbdauty(lsaah 6@19)dShd e c 0 me s
rests on hishou art knowing that he will confirm his word with signs following. She no longer
turns toward herself for evidence. She judges him faithful. His word is sufficient. He is the

T he Lord opens his heart to his beloved who is now seated with him in heaven. He can do

97



eternall amw h ospefiks, anditisdoned At itchre ocfr etalbe Lettherélgt Ohe s ai
andwasso (€sislrt-7)

This is thehearing of faiththat obtains the promises; odimento hisYes  fno mattdr
how many promises God has made, they asre O0Yes
spoken by us to the glory of God ( linthiaisb:20).

AThere wil/ be sil en cigeakasfyarCeGog, mu , oh Lot
Zi onRmlm65:1

AiYou are fair, Mylove 0 i s t he | anguage of the Risen L
describes th characteristics of the new life in union with himself. She is not beautiful in herself
but in him, for she is aew creation in Christ Jespthough as yet far from the full stature of
Christ. As she dwells in her Lord, she will grow continually to aenpmrfect knowledge of and
likeness to her Creator (Qdsians3:10).
The new growfupin ever part tofihe measure of his grojnth, to grow into
him, is to grow to the standard of his growth] even Christ  ( eSign4:15)
The Lord ony gives his betrothed the outline which in hinYss her part is tadd all
diligenceto sayAmen so that the outline can be filled up with him8ethat at his appearing,
s he «c an pbriectdndentire] lacking nothing ( James 1: 4)

The New Creation in Christ

1. Her eyes as doves
The Holy Spirit appeared at Christods bapti
eyes on the same Spirit in his bride. He sees her as a temple of the Holy Spirit.
She is also doveto the Lord, because she had kb resentful spirit of the old life; she
prays for those who despitefully abuse her, and in her helplessness makes her nest only in the
cleft of the rock (Jeremiah 48:28). Before, in her captivity, she laid among the pots, but now she
is to him as havigwings covered with silveandfeathers with yellow gol{Psalm 68:13 KJV).

2. Her hair is compared to goats on Mount Gilead

Thehairofgoats n t he East i1s |li ke fine silk. The
to God (Judges dard&ionlo/Gpd wasthkesecretofthis marvelpus strength;
when his head was shaved, that typified being separated, he was as weak as any other man. So it
is in the life of a believer brought into union with the Lord. Our strength is in the Lord and in the
power of his might, and this strength will be manifested only as we live on the mountain with
God, separated to his will, and for his pleasure.

3. Her teeth are compared to a flock of newly shorn ewes

An old writer suggested that tbeethsignified the nmd or intellectual powers, because
the intellect receives and, so to speak, chews what is given it, like our teeth chew natural food.

The particular comparison of the teeth to newly washed and shorn sheep shows us that
the Bridegroom means more than aengescription of natural beauty, although primarily the
point is the lovely whiteness of the sheep after shearing.

The priests who entered within the veil for ministry were not to enter wearing woolen
garments, because wool suggested the animal oryebfehlPure linen, on the other hand,
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represented t he r i TharigetebussessdransGod domds thuglsfaithint s .
Jesus Christ to all who believe ( 81e3m22).

Theewes shorn of their wodbeing reduced in their weight and sizepyvaccurately
describes the renewed mind, stripped, as it were, of the wisdom of this world. The wisdom which
f ai lgain by its wisdom the ability to know God ( inthi@helr21).

If the teethsignify themind, it appears that the mind has been watin knowledgé
has come up, so to speak, from wWeshingof the waters of deafhin identification with Christ.

In the work of redemption, the mind must be renewed as well as the heart. The
understandingnust be purged from oldea, old ways of thinkigd thewisdom of thenatural
man(l Corinthians2:14) as well as his sins. This is the only way the Lord can truly put his
laws into the mind so that we can be transformed byethewing of the mintb discern the will
of God (Ronansl12:2).

There is a chhiish stage of the new creation which should eventually develop into the
st at u fub-grawh maad ( dsignet : 1 1®¢ in Winderstanding ( inthi@he2:6).

The wordperfectused by Paul refers to tHigll-grown man(according to Conybeare in
hisnotes on Philippians 3:13). To Iull-growginevery b
Chrisb was the greatessiand:2Besire of Paul (Col

These fullgrown believers are able to know the mind and heart of the Lord. They are
able to enter integently into his purposes as fedirown sond able to know his will so they
pray not onlywith the spiritbutwith the understanding algo Corinthians14:15).

| can think of three things that would characterize the renewed mind:

a. A sound mind

The und mind is one which is no longer controlled by the emotions, but is fixed on
God, enabling the believer to walk by an intelligent faith, calmly, and clearly knowing and doing
the right thing orprinciple, as well as through love.

Il t does nodimppthneccomloriaus expeeencesor is it entirely guided by
voices signs andimpressiond because the line between right and wrong becomes defined to it
perception, and it sees and choasdelgheratelythe path of obedience to God, even when it
mears great cost to itself.

It doesndét need any argument or incentive,
or weighing of consequences, to persuade it to do the right thing. Instead, it is governed by an
inward principle that proceeds from Him, theepter of whose Kingdom is a scepter of
righteousness.

b. A lowly mind

The matured believer has lost all delusions about itself! He soberly recognizes his
responsibility to cooperate with God up to lmeasure of faitfiRom. 12:3). He knows his
calling so that in allowliness of mindt can be exactly what God has called him to be in the
Body of Christ.

Paul said he knew the limit which God had given him. He did not stretch beyond his limit
in going with the gospel to the Corinthians. He knewnessue and the extent of the grace
entrusted to him. (Sdé Corinthians10:1217).

When you are taught by the Spirit, you will know how to usenteasuring rodo that it
will not go beyond your limitl{ Connthians10:13 margin). Serving the Lord in allimility of
mind, you wil/| not be puffed up because your
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nor will you get all fl uster edlConathiansail2:45 your p

In deep humility, you will do nothing conceitgdbut rather iHowliness of mingou
will esteem others better than yourdelfecause you will see whigtbetter in others, and be so
unconscious of your that comparison will never enter your thoughts.

c. A spiritual mind

In Hebrews 5, we are told thiadbes are unskillful in the word of righteousness because
they are only able to take milk, and not solid food.

Thewisdom of Goatan only be spoken among the fgibwn (I Cointhians2:6
marginp those who Paul described ssritual.

Speaki mgorndbg tihat man®daé e s idspitealthagseoh € @
spiritual men (I Cointhians2:13 margin), knowing that the natural man could not comprehend
the teachings of God©6és ISonnthians2:1-6)Read t he entir

Enlightened byhe Holy Spirit and daily renewing your mind, the powers of the
renovated mind can be greatly increased.

It can be brought in order and released from all the unnecessary actions, your power of
concentration can be deepened, your speed of response ahdarde increased, the accuracy
and retention of your mind can be perfected. The mental detachment of your mind can be
marvelously increased so that you can quickly grasp the point of view of others who are taught
of God. It is, so to speak, detacheahfrits own experience in ministering to others, and is able
to give them thenilk or themeataccording to their need. The man who is instructed about the
Kingdom of heaven and was able to bring out ofshisehous@ew treasures as well as dlthe
freshas well as the familiar (Mdtew13:52).

The truly spiritual mind realizes that the divine life, manifested through an earthen vessel,
must be given room for development and will be manifested according to the shape of the vessel.
Thatiswhyitisfreefom al |l prejudice, partiality, and p
The believer is able teeeGod in others, and hageady mind/Acts 17:11) to perceive
indications of his will and of his working where others can find no trace.

4. Her lips are lik e a scarlet ribbon, the speech lovely
The Lord has created the fruit of her lipsajah57:19), and they are now cleansed in the
scarlet blood of Christ, purified by the live coal from the altar of Calvary. Her mouth, signifying
her speech, is lovely, suh  ahelpful for bidlding others up according the ne&ds ( eSiank
4:29), of those around her, and she knows instinctively that in his prefmoish talkingand
jestingar e not appropriate for anyone whenyouni on wi
speak to one another ( dSignkb:18-19).

5. Her temples are like a piece of pomegranate

A pomegranate when cut reveals transparent seeds, like crystal tinged with red, signifying
the heart adorned with a meek and quiet spirit, so preciousdoThe maiden is said to be
veiled because she lives hidden with her Risen Lord in the heavenly places.

6. Her neck is like a tower.

Just | i ke the woman J denucempisaldf@wasdtand atietyht af
unable to straighten herself ypto lookupward ( Luk-83 1 3: lhe mai dends Loc
fibroken the bars of her yoke and made her walk érasta man set frée (itices26:13). He
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looks at her and compares her neck to a tower; yet she is so pliable in his hands, she is the
contraryt o t he one des cabstitmedoul neck ik anaronainew 4ngl yodr: i
browbrass 6 Nei t her i s she a maughty, andlwalk wdttaoutgtrietthedr s wh o
neck# (1l saiah 3:16).
The Lord also compares her neck totiwwer of David which contained the shields of
the mighty men of Israel. Her steadfast righteousness, in union with thé Borghty in
battledd making her invincible, because her shield is God himself. She is prepared for that war
with the hosts of darkness which increasef®rce and intensity as she goes forward in the
heavenly life.

7. Her breasts are like fawns, feeding among lilies.

The fawns are the young of the deer. The breasts, compared to fawns, signifies the ability
of the believer for receiving the divinedibn behalf of others. This capacity, as yet, is small, and
in its present stage capable of little more than receiving nourishment for its own needs and the
devel opment Bveryongwho contnues koifeedeon milik is obviously inexperienced
andunskilled in the doctrine of righteousn@ssf conformity to the divine will in purpose,
thought, and actiod for he is a mere infant not even able to talk yét (ewse5H 3). Paul told
t he Cor iYoutark moaressajnediby us . .. but in your @ffiections . . . open wide your
heart® ( linthiase: 1213).

In the metaphorical language the Lord uses to describe his maiden, and the characteristics
of the new creation that Paul gave us, is striking.

The believer is &emple of the Holy Spititecreated in Christ, and built up with all saints
fito make a house where God mydive (eSign2 : 22 ) ; t her ef odowsdyds0i s s a
| t stresgthéned with might by the Spiritintheinnerman It i s abl e to walk
(i.e., heaenly places) as the goats appear on Mount Gilead.

| t renewediin knowledged suggested by dtithaslaifl asigasthee o f t
wisdom of this world, to be filld®abcomiadted t he k
with natura® undersanding. The lips of the new creation are yielded to God for the Spirit to
speak. Cleansed in the blood of Christ, they are compared to scarlet, and the speech is lovely.

The hearhumility, so beautiful to God and stamping the veiled temples with modesty,
suggested by the cut pomegranate; steadfastness in the faith, by the neck as a tower; and the
breasts, compared to fawns, suggest the capacity for receiving and pouring out of the divine
fullness to others.

If any person is engrafted in Christ, haisew creatiod a new creature

altogether; the previous moral and spiritual condition has passed away. Behold,
the fresh and new has congell Corinthians5:17
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Covering Song 4:4.1

THE DESIRE OF THE KING

Listen, O daughter, givattention and inclingour ear;
Forgetyoupeopl e and yoTUhentie&Kingher 6s house;
will desire your beauty; Because He is your Ldrdw down
to Him.d Psalm 45:1a11

Outline Covering Song 4:6-11

Lover: Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, | will go to the
mourtain of myrrh and to the hill of incense. All beautiful you
are, my darling; there is no flaw in you. Come with me from
Lebanon, my bride, come with me from Lebanon. Descend
from the crest of Amana, from the top of Senir, the summit of
Hermon, fromthelin s 6 dens and the mountain hau
leopards. You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you
have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one
jewel of your necklace. How delightful is your love, my sister,
my bride! How much more pleagins your love than wine,
and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! Your lips
drop sweetness as the honeycomb, by bride; milk and honey
are under your tongue. The fragrance of your garments is like
that of Lebanon

Note: Throughout the Song, theord always shows himself at the place
to which he desires to draw the soul. He is the magnet of the story.

1. The Lord desires to draw the maiden to the mountain of myrrh and
the to the hill of frankincense. (Song 4:6)

Note: Thehill of frankincensdhistorically isCalvary. We studied earlier
that myrrh has many uses. Among those, we noted that it was used
for an embalming spice; it was used to take away wrinkles; and
was used in the anointing oil of Aaron. Through these symbols, the
Lord is callingthe maiden into a deeper union with his death that
all wrinkles might be taken away in order that she might come
forth with a greater anointing, even the anointing of the High Priest
Himself.

The more we die to self, the more his life can come forthutiiro
us (Il Cointhians4:10).
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2.

Note:

Note:

Note:

Paul said that the power of his resurrection, the fellowship of his
suffering and being conformed to his image is what will bring a
deeper knowledge of him (Pérhon3:10)

The desire of this maiden from the bagihg was to be drawn into
intimate fellowship with her lord. The path is one of total death to
self. Through death, there will spring up within a transcendent
overcoming power, a greater degree of spiritual perception, a
closer relationship between thausand God, and a more complete
deliverance from this wilderness world. The Lord sends forth a call
to come up higher to victory.

The Lord seems to continually ask
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the tmptivhich |
am baptized83).(Mark 10: 37

Not only does the Lord call her into deeper identification with His
death, but he is also calling her to look down with him from the
mountain tops (Song4:8)

The King desires his maiden to look outla¢ world from the
mountain top, signifying a call to join the Lord in his resurrection
victory.

Ephesians 1: 20 states that Chri st
hand in heavenly places.

We are exhorted to keep seeking the things above, tosetinds
on them (Cabdssians3:1-4).

We learned earlier that theapingupon orjourneyinguponthe
mountainspeaks of theesurrectionpower of the Lamb in his
exaltation above the kingdoms of this world. The risen Lord
desires for her to look Wi him from the top.

Amanameandntegrity andtruth.
Senirmeansa coat of mail
Hermonmeansdestruction

In integrity and through the revelation of the truth, covered with
the whole armor of God, and hidden in him who was manifested to
destroy thavorks of the devil, the maiden is exhorted to look and
see that she is seated far above every principality and power
because of the triumphant victory at Calvary.

103

t

he

S

no



Note:

Note:

Note:

10.

In the heavens, she will also encounter the dens of lions and the
mountain of leopardéSong 4:8).

Not only has a call been given to the maiden to enter into a deeper
identification with the Lordds death an
also been given to enter into spiritual warfare as indicated by the

dens of lionsand themountan of leopardsvhich inhabit the very

regions of the heavens.

Remember that our struggle is against the ruler, the powers, the
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places (Egihn$:12)

That which we are confronted with before experiencing the

spiritual elevation into the realm of the heavens, is no more than

the enemybés work upon the earth. Exper.
real m br i ngs hideoutttiat we may coema t© grpsd s

with him faceto-face, in order to break his power.

The Psalmist provides a prophetic word concerning this same
experience (R8m 18:3342)

Position:
In high places
Preparation:
a. He trains my hands for battle.
b. He gives me the shield of his saion
c. Upholds me with his right hand
d. His gentleness makes me great
e. He enlarges my steps

Source of strength:
The Lord girds me with strength.
Purpose and result:
a. The enemy is subdued.
b. The enemy is turned back and destroyed.

This is a beautiful picture of a warrior of God, of the over comer.

Goddos desire for the maiden is to enter
heavenlies and to totally subdue the enemy under her feet as she

learns to overcome through the blood of the Lamb.

For the first ti me, the Lord address th
(Song 4:8)
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11. The Word proclaims that the man who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit with him (I Cointhians6:17).

Note: The one who is joined to the Lord is one with him in thaugh
desire, and will (cf. John 17:130).

I n calling Brideeo mahe eKi mg si i expressing
desire for her is the same as her desire for him. The King looks on

her as one in whom he coutdnfide and with whom he could

share everything. &t affections for him have gone beyond the

ordinary, and she is capable of entering into deep intimacy with

God. Both Jesus and Paul speak of this entering into deep intimacy

with the Lord in which he reveals the deep things of his heart.

12. Jesussaid Al have many more things to say t
bear them now. o6 Paul sai d, AYou were no
food because you were still fleshly, as

16:12; | Comthians3:1-3).

Note: The believer in the Song has cormeatplace of maturity that she
could share in the sufferings of Christ. The believer has entered
into such an intimate relationship with the Lord that he could share
his plans and desire with her, as well as receive his love and
affection from her. With sth a believer, the Lord will share the
intimate and deep things of his heart. The believer has entered into
such a union with him that her spirit responds as his dfdting
guenched when his spirit is quenched, rejoicing when he rejoices,
weeping when heeeps.

13. The King also calls his bride, AMy si st
14. He does this because she does the will of God fidat12:50).

Note: Jesus recognizes their kindred nature.
his haltsister. Isaac and Jacob both nerclose relatives, in
contrast with Esau, who took a heathen wife. So it is with Jesus,
who gives himself and his love to that one company of people
who, being born of the Father in heaven, possess heavenly life.

15. The Bride makes the heart of theni beat faster (Song 4:9).
Note: Jesus has found satisfaction with the b

caused his heart to rejoice over her. The King finds satisfaction in
being close to her.
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16.

Note:

17.

Note:

18.

Note:

19.

20.

Note:

21.

Note:

22.

Note:

A single glance of her eyes and a single strand of heramekl
ravish the heart of the King (Song 4:9).

The message of the eye can be very eloquent!

Just one glance of Jesusd eye caused Pe
the Lord, how he had said Peter would betray him, and he went
outside and wept batly (Luke 22:6161)

The glance of the eye between lovers can communicate the deep
affections of the soul. A stranger cann
the loved one can interpret it clearly.

Referring to those who havesmgleor cleareye, Jesus said,
AWhen your eye is clear, your whole bod
(Luke 11:3436).

Theeyealso signifiesnsightandperception

This spiritual insight develops through
(Psailm 119:98100).

Although it is God who initially captures our love by drawing us to
himself, Jesus will love and reveal himself to the one who love him
(has his commandments and keeps them) (John 14:21).

As a result of this meditation, God has been able to comntanica
the deep things of his heart. Her affection and meditation on him
have captured his love.

A simgle strand other)necklacé coul d refer to our hear.
not forsaking instructions (Prevbs1:8-9).

The maiden has heard the Word ofdamnd held if fast. She has

been a Adoer 0 of t toely tévefok,thend not a Ahe
Kingbs heart is filled with |l ove for he
Kings says is Brideds | ove is better th

If you look back at the first chapter of $htong, the maiden

extoll ed the Kingbdés | ove more than wine
that the maiden has given back to the King as much love in return.

Now the King extols her love as also better than wikimein the

Scripture signifiegoy (Psalm 104t5). The King is saying that

Brideds | ove is greater than joy to him
his heart.
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23. The Psalmist David prophesied concerning this great love between
the believer and her God in Psalm 45, a psalm celebrating the
Ki n gdremgenThere are many noble ladies present, yet who
stands at the Kingds right hand, but th
of Ophir (Psim 45:6-9)

Note: Notice that the queen is clothed in gdBbld often represents the
Divine. The likeness and gloryf desus is seen on her.

24, As the bride sets aside and forget her
beauty. fAForget your people and your f a
ent hralled by your beautyam honor him, f
4510-11)

25. The King ges on the say the fragrance of her oils is better than all
kinds of spices (Song 4:10).

Note: Oil in the scriptures signifies thdoly Spirit The reference ther
oilsis a reference to thelease of the Spirih the life of a
believer. The greatdigrance has come forth from the brokenness
in her life. Her soul powers have been subdued by the Spirit of
God through the trials and testing of her faith.

26.  The Bride has begun to manifest the sweet aroma of him in every
place (Il Comthians2:14-16).

27. The Lorddés rejoicing over his Bride is
Isaiah:

You will be so beautiful and prosperous as to be thought of as a
crown of glory and honor in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem exceedingly beautiful in the hand ofiy&od . . . for the

Lord delights in you . . . as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
sowill your God rejoice over yowd Isaiah62:3-5

28. Regarding this believer, the Lord refers to her lips as dripping
honey honey and milk are under her tong&®Kg 4:11)
29.  The honey might signify wisdom (Prerbs24:1314).
Note: Honeyitself at times illustrates trewveetness f Goddés Word. See

Psalm 19:10; 119:103 for example. From the lips of the believer
comes wisdom which she has learned from thgKHe sees in
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30.

31.

Note:

32.

Note:

her the very beauty he has put there. The milk she gives forth is the
milk of the Word for sustaining the young in the Lord (I Peter 2:2).

The maiden | istens to the Kingos
the King imparts his wisdonother (Paim81:11-16).

Regarding her garments, the King says their fragrance is like the
fragrance of Lebanon (Song 4:11)

Garmentsan Scripture speak d@ll that has to do with outward
attitudes, behavidy all that has to do witkxternalappearance

This believer has grown and flourished, bearing fruia(if®2:12
15).

Have you ever met a believer who seemed to ooze a special
spiritual influence over yal one that you could not find words to
describe? That isagrance It is the fruit of a life obedient to the
Holy Spirit.

VOi ce
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CoveringSong4:6-11

THE BEAUTY OF THE NEW CREATION

For we who live are constantly experiencing being handed
over to death for Jesus' sake, that the resurrection life of Jesus
also may be evidenceldrbugh our fleshwhich is liable to
death.d Il Corinthians 4:11

Lover: Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, | will go to the
mourtain of myrrh and to the hill of incense. All beautiful you
are, my darling; there is no flaw in you. Come with me from
Lebanon, my bride, come with me from Lebanon. Descend
from the crest of Amana, from the top of Senir, the summit of
Hermon, fromthelin s 6 dens and the mountain hau
leopards. You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you
have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one
jewel of your necklace. How delightful is your love, my sister,
my bride! How much more pleagins your love than wine,
and the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! Your lips
drop sweetness as the honeycomb, by bride; milk and honey
are under your tongue. The fragrance of yamgents is like
that of Lebano® Song 4:611

prepared to think that adhadowsare over, and that while communing with the Well

Beloved, she will walk in cloudless light.

This is true fromu6Gedos$ péwakindhetighteheisbeéo 0
inthelight 6 t here doesndét have to be anything sepa
continues to cleanse her from all sin.

Althoughinwardly she moves in the light of the Resurrection Morpmgwardlyher
path is that of thé&lan of Sorrowsvhen on earth. Outwardly the shadows will deepen in the
sorrow that comes through the clearer vision ofrtlystery of iniquityand the awful shame of
sin against such a God love. The shadows mustdeepeni | hi s aagevenmng i ng, wh
time there will be lighi  ( Zrialcl47).

In just a few brief words, the Lord indicates to the maiden that there lies before her a
further knowledge of his cross, only possible in the power of his resurrection.

Iti s significant that the words follow so q
new creation, as if he wanted to remind her that first, the manifestation of his life will depend on
her continually resting @ and assimilating his death; because siteu s t aleavabpus i
thedyingofldesyso i f the | ife also of Jesus is to be
during the |Iife of wunion with t placeddlieden Lor d,
Calvary 6 and must ddbethdtgrouandalbne. Aherdly, Udtd the day of grace closes
with his appearing, there is a fountain at Calvary open for sin and for uncleaness.

T he believer in union with the Lord, seated with him with the authority of heaven, may be
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Seated on his t hr onwilgotothe nsoanyasm ofmarrh and® mai d e
the hill of frankinens® Al | t hrough the story, he is the m
wants the maiden to be drawn. He will reveal to her his meaning in his own good time. He has
yet to teach her what Cal vary fithepdhe affliciooofhi m, t
Christ for ohiasndb dbey & ndaokened to the i mage of

AOh mystery of mysteries, Calvary,
60The sufferings of Christ, and the gl
are things which the angels o6desir
yetfallen creatures despise and reject the Lamb,
the object of all heavends wors
In eternity alone, purified and freed
from the restrictions of the body of clay,
shall the redeemed from among men
be able to understand
the full meaning of his cross of sha
and in deepest worship sing:
OWorthy art Thou . : . for Thou v
--Jessie Penhewis

The New Creation in Christ

For the first time the King calls the maiden his Bride, as if to give her the clearest
assurance of her union with him.

Whenhewaned her to | eave everythingupwadi nd an
calling of God in Christ Jesos (dmbn3l 14) , Comeawagdbdpbuifi now that s
united to him, hwithme, adbhed Itwol afyr,bom Ctodtne t op. O
through his eyes and see where he has brought her, that she may triumph in his victory.

From the moneildrisesbesbBai dasfibeen so occupi e
altogether forgotten herself, and even her progress.

After the bitter paththrough the valley of darkness, when she feared that she had grieved
him beyond repair and that he had forsaken her entirely, she passed by every thing she saw until
she foundHim. Since that time, she has given up watching the vineyards and the foad®msSh
been quietly intent on doing the will of God from the heart and seeking to walk in the footsteps
of her Lord.

Her friends looking on, had glorified God in her and had seen that she was being led in
the triumph of the King, but she had asserted ngthbout herself. She did not know that her
face shone, or that the glory of the Lord was seen on her. She has heard the Beloved King
speaking to her heart, telling her many things about the new life in union with him; so when the
cal l c moké&amnthetop & she joyfully awakens to the m

The Risen Lord bids his hidden one look with him from the top of Amana (signifying
integrity andtruth); from Senir (acoat of maij; and from Hermondestruction. In integrity and
truth, covered wh the whole armor of God, hidden in him who was manifested to destroy the
works of the devil, she is to | ook andarsee th
above all principality and poweér ( €SiankL:21), for in his cross he triumphedey
fiprincipalitesandpoweis and put them to open shame.
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Thel i o n sabe fad lremeath his feet; in him she can tread on the young lion and the
serpent (PAIM 91:13p for the God of Peace will bruise Satan under her feet as she learns to
overcome throgh the blood of the Lamb (Rehations12:11).

The Love of the Spirit

The heart of Christ is satisfied. Did he not pray to his father that the love wheravith
had loved him, might be in those he has redeemed (John 17:26)? The love of God is now shed
alroad in the heart of theidderroneby the Holy Spirit. Sothe WeB e | ov e d Yowhaves avy ,
stolen my heart, my sister, my bridé

The mai den i s c a l|Bbtretlk oreiwlso makessnier hroly dné tboseuwdh@® i
are made holy are of the same fgmEo Jesus is not ashamed to call them brotherg reves b
2:11), or to sppakavheiiMy(BFabhhelOahd). She is
Bride because joined to hénthe are one spirit.

Not only that, she is now so responsive to him thatl@oleis her answer to his every
cal Il . He tell s her that hfelfill every desire af gpodaegseahd t o |
every work of faith, with power ( | lalonfahskXkl)s She is becoming fragrant with the
sweetness of his presencehir; and the love that fills her heart makes her lips drop words sweet
ashoneyand pure amilk;0 her very garments give forth fragrance as the smell of Lebanon.
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Lover:

Covering Song 4:1:3:1

THE GARDEN OF THE LORD

Indeed, the Lord will comfort Zion; He will
comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness He
will make like Eden, And her desert like the garden
of the Lord;joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and sound of a melodylsaiah 51:3

Outline Covering Song 4:12-5:1

You area garden locked up, my sister, my bride; you are a
spring enclosed, a sealed fountain. Your plants are an orchard
of pomegranates with choice fruits, with henna and nard, nard
and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with every kind of incense
tree, with myrrh ad aloes and all the finest spices. You are a
garden fountain, a well of flowing water streaming down from
Lebanon.

Beloved: Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my

Lover:

Note:

Note:

garden, that its fragrance may spread abroad. Let my lover
come into his gaeh and taste of its fruits.

| have come into my garden, my sister, by bride; | have
gathered my myrrh with my spice. | have eaten my honeycomb
and my honey; | have drunk my wine and my milk. Eat, oh
friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers.

The King sees his bride as a garden locked up, a spring sealed up
(Song 4:12)

One of Godbds original thoughts at
garden. A garden is not ground for mere agricultural purposas

farming, but for beauty and erjment. Although there may be

trees and fruit, it is not for commercial use. Its one objective is to
produce flowers and blossoms which are gathered as something
beautiful and exotic. So it is with the Bride who exists for the

pleasure and satisfaction cgriBridegroom the King.

What he has done is comforted the maiden and made her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Loradllisa
51:3)

Thegardenrepresents theoulof the believer. It includes all that
involves hempersorality, hermind, emotionsandwill. We read in
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Note:

Note:

Note:

Note:

the Song that this is not a public place, but a locked and enclosed
garden.

The scripture tells us that every open vessel, those with no
covering, are unclean because they can become contaminated
(Numbers 19:15)

The maiden isetapart separ ated for only Godds wuse
The maiden has kept herself from worldliness. God jealously
desires the Spirit which he has made to dwell in us; He jealously

desires her for himself.

This garden wasat only a locked garden, it waga@ck garden. In
the marginal notes we find thatck literally meansstone heap

A stone heap may be referring to an altar on which sacrifice is
made to God (Deatonomy27:57)

Burnt offering and peace offeds were offered on this altar
(Deutronomy27:6-7)

From previous studies, we learned that burnt offerings and peace
offerings were freavill offerings for those who desired a closer

uni on and fellowship with the Lord. The
becone the altar of sacrifice through which God can fellowship

with his Bride.

I n Godds first garden, he walked in it

his fellowship (Geasis3:8-9)

Thisi s Godds original thought in creating
fellowshipped in. The soul of the believer has become a place

where the Lord can walk and fellowship intimately with the desire

of his heart. The Fatheros desire for f
her.

What grows in this garden?

An orchard of pmegranates
Choice fruits

Henna with nard plants
Nard and saffron

Calamus and cinnamon

All the trees of frankincense
Myrrh and aloes

All the finest spices

S@~oo0oTp
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As we study the symbolism of these spices and fruits, we witl lea
what the Brideobs (¢ alfedwasilike. her transf or me

The first thing we discover in thgardenor soulof the Bride is an

orchard of pomegranate$Ve have previously learned that

pomegranatesignify pure and godly thought3he literal

trandation for the wordbrchardisparadise The Bri deds mind has
become a paradise of Godly thoughts.

9. This orcharé or paradise of godly thoughts is cultivated by
dwelling on Goddés Word day and night, h
speaking his Word (Plemon4:8; Psim 119:4448, 97105)

10.  As aresult of this orchard of pomegranates having been grown in
t he maidenés garden (or this paradise o
believerdos mind), has made her wiser th
more insight than allér teachers and given her more
understanding than the aged4R$119:98100)

Note: So is the | ife of one whtoseek mi nd i s fi X
fellowship with him.

11.  Secondly, her garden contaictsoice fruits This is obviously a
reference tahe fruit of the Spirit and being fruitful in every good
work (Gahtians5:22-23; Cobssiansl:9-11)

Note: Through the renewing of the mind, the fruit of the Spirit springs
forth in the life of the believer. Through the knowledge of his will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, she is bringing forth
fruit for every good work.

12. Henna and nard plantsere also found in the garden. In the first
chapter we saw that the maiden used henna blossoms as an
expression to describe the King (Song 1:14).

Note: The maiden has compared the Lordvémna blossondsIn
pointing out that these same bl ossoms w
garden, the King signifies the he recognizes his likeness being
reproduced in the life of the believer. These blossoms were als
used for outward adornment. The Lord recognizes that his likeness
is heroutward adornment before the world

13. By watching and fellowshipping with the Lord, she is being
transformed into the same image (Il @inians3:18).
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