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How we see
Smith
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Saying Connected to Smith

• Publications -- most mentioned
• Friends
• Smith Clubs
• Other alumnae activities
• Reunions
• Family members
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Hopes, Worries about Smith

Hopes
• Attract top women, be force for excellence
• Regain graciousness, reclaim parking spaces as lawn
Worries
Ability to remain single sex college, appealing to today’s students,

homosexual culture
Might not go to Smith today
• Reputation as a gay institution
• Students feel pressured into alternative sexual experiences
• Reputation has declined
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Best things about Smith

• Campus, courses, house
living, faculty, reputation

• Friends, activities
• Services, alumni networks
• Stay connected
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Academic memories

• Con law, Art 100, Music 100/101
• Small seminars, library
• Leo Weinstein, Alan Weinstein, Fred Leonard,

Leonard Berkman, Helen Chinoy, Charles
Sackrey, Jim Aldrich, Sten Stenson,
Mrs. Banarjee, Mr. Young, Prof. Goldstone,
Prof. Smith

• Muddling through, linking social consciousness
and economics, how to organize a paper

• Realizing there are people brighter than me
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Social Memories

• Mountain Day!
• Staying up late talking, Lanz nightgowns,

bathrobes, hair curlers,
• Playing bridge, just through tea, dinner,…
• Houses, dining rooms
• Radical changes in social rules
• Losing my virginity
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Political Memories

The Strike
• Confusion over political feelings
• Thank goodness for the strike, or I

would have failed psych
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Sports Memory

• Baggy bathing suits, yellow gym suits,
BMS, and kinky posture pictures

• Miss Benson overseeing the pond
• Skiing “dippy hill”, sailing Paradise Pond
• Skiing Mt Tom and sailing at the Oxbow
• Playing Dartmouth in Field Hockey
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Musical Memories

• Stravinsky in Music 100
• Everything with Iva Dee Hiatt, new

harpsichord played by Lori Wallfisch
• James Taylor, Tom Rush, Roberta

Flack, The Temptations, Sha Na Na,
Richie Havens, Miles Davis, BB King

• Frank Zappa asking: “What am I doing
at a girls’ school?”
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Other Memories

• Tea, zebra pudding, linen napkins
• Mountain Day -- again!
• Gardens, labels on trees, old gym
• Random lectures, junior year abroad
• Grey February, Northampton as home
• Sun coming out on graduation day
• Roommates, friends
• Knowing we were respected for our minds
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The Last Word

Although I did not always love Smith
while I was there, I appreciate what
it gave me as I go through life - a
wonderful, questioning academic
background, great friends and an
intimate campus with truly involved
teachers.
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Marriage
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Not Having Children
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90% work for pay
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Locations

In College
• Almost all lived in US
• Mostly Northeast and Midwest
Now
• Only a few live out of US
• Mostly Northeast and Midwest, but more live in South and West
• 3/4 urban or suburban
• Multiple homes -- vacation, work locations
Future
• Stay where we are, but spend time in different climate
• Move closer to family
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More Conventional Lives Than We
Might Have Expected

• Married, 1.73 kids in early 20s, some still home
• Half provide 50-100% of household income
• Multiple graduate degrees
• 95% -- Pets, mostly dogs and cats
• Are active, healthy
• Read, walk, attend cultural events
• Plan to retire late or not at all
• Still evolving, looking forward to changes
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Our Views of Smith

• Should have taken more advantage of
Smith

if I knew then what I know now…
• Provides great opportunity for smart

women
• Good financial aid packages




