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Transforming quotations of media files created in ATLAS.ti into Time Codes for use in
Transana 2.11

Transana and ATLAS.ti have different ways of segmenting files into quotations or clips. A key
difference is the way that Transana bases the boundaries of clips on “time codes” that
synchronize the transcript and annotations to their respective segment in the media file. This
document explains how to convert segments created from a media file in ATLAS.ti into time
codes that Transana can use. You will need ATLAS.ti v. 5 and Transana v. 2.11 to do this.

The first step is to create a “transcript” out of
your quotations using ATLAS.ti. This
transcript will be in rich text format.

1. In ATLAS.ti, select the segmented PD
from the PD manager window. Open the
Quotations Manager and set filter to show
only quotations for the Selected Primary
Document, as shown in the picture to the
right.

2. In Quotations Manager select Output
menu, then All Quotations (not List). A box
will pop up asking: “Do you want to include
all links and comments?” I usually click
“Yes” since this contains all my annotations
and coding information for each quotation.
Now, click the button next to “Editor” when
it asks you where to send the output. Click
Ok. Save this rtf file to the same directory as
your media files, in our case:
C:\PART\ECO-PART Sessions. I like to use
the same name as original media file but add
the word “notes” to the end of the name to
distinguish it from a transcript. Click Save
and it will open the saved rtf in Word. [NB:
In Transana, you can assign multiple
“transcripts” to a single episode (media file). One
transcript file could contain your segment info
and annotations, the other could be a detailed
transcript, or notes by someone else on the team.
You could also combine these all this into one
“transcript” if you prefer.]

3. In order for Transana to insert time codes for
each quotation segment created in ATLAS.ti, we
need to manually insert the Transana time codes
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using a special symbol, ¤<milliseconds> . A quick way to insert the special time code symbols
before each quotation header is to use find and replace in the ATLAS.ti text editor. Simply
replace the PD number with Transana time code followed by the PD number, as illustrated
below:

NB: To make the ¤ symbol you can either find it on the character map or turn on number lock,
hold down the Alt key while typing 0164 on your 10 key number pad (not the number keys at the
top of the keyboard). The symbol appears when you release the Alt key.

4. Now you will need to add in the time code values next to each quotation header in your
transcript. The value must be entered in milliseconds since the start of the file. These values are
visible in ATLAS.ti’s quotation manager window in the Start column that becomes visible when
you maximize this window as in the illustration below:

Simply add this time code info to the beginning of each quotation heading of the ATLAS.ti
annotations. The first usually starts at the beginning of the file which would millisecond zero.
The second quotation begins at 18 seconds or ¤<18000>, and so on as illustrated in the report
below.


