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Olympia Amateur Radio Society
P.O. Box 2861, Olympia, WA 98507

THERE WILL BE NO
OARS MEETING IN
AUGUST!!

At last month’s club meet-
ing it was decided to per-
manently do away with the
August picnic and allow
the Field Day Potluck to
fulfill that function instead.

It seemed that two picnic functions so close to-
gether were difficult to organize and we definitely
wanted to keep the field day func-
tion. For the future we need to
decide if we want to hold a regular
club meeting in August or have it
as a free month.

In a step toward future event plan-
ning we decided that we would
again like to hold our holiday pot-
luck in January and directed Tom,
KA4VVA, to see if the OSAR facil-
ity would be available to us for
Saturday, January 7, 2006 to hold
this event.

Another summer is almost over
and we are getting ready for fall. It
is time for everyone to start think-
ing about who should be on our
slate of officers for 2006 who will
be nominated at the September
meeting. I will be unavailable to
hold office next year, and Duane,
WB7ROZ, has indicated to me
that he will also be unavailable

due to the requirements of his job for the next year.
Therefore, we are going to have to come up with at
least a new president and vice president for the
year 2006.

Fall is rapidly approaching and it time for all of us to
think about doing any external maintenance that is
required on our stations while the weather is still
nice. This can include things like checking antennas
and guy wires, coax connections, etc. Coax and
antenna connections that are exposed to the weath-
er are susceptible to weather damage from all the

moisture that we have in our area,
so they are especially good to
check. It is much easier to do
now while it is still pleasant to
work outside rather than later this
fall or winter when you start expe-
riencing difficulties and must do
the work under less than ideal
conditions. Moisture seeping into
the coax can cause some very
elusive problems and is impossi-
ble to ever get dried out, so pre-
ventive maintenance is the best
alternative to a costly cable re-
placement.

As we move into the fall, it is a
good time to think about how we
as a club can get more people
actively involved with our group.
What kind of changes could we
make that would not only get
more members for the club, but
also get more people to attend

http://olyham.org
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OARS OFFICERS FOR 2005

President Ken Dahl K7TAG 534-9357
Vice President Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Secretary Chuck Lund K7VRE 319-8715
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WW 491-2289
Member at Large Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

KEY CONTACTS

RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KA4VVA 786-5500
OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208

Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793
Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7MG 753-1493
Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz

PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Node147.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
No walk-ins
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net 

our meetings? Please think about this and let your
leadership know.

One thing that I believe would help is an “Elmer-
ing” program to help new hams get on the air and
get actively involved in our hobby. This would be
an easier project if we had a permanent club
house like some clubs, but since we don’t, we
need to investigate alternatives. For this to work, a
location to hold events at no cost is key.

One thing that I would like to see arranged soon is
a day to check out many of our HTs and mobiles
for their power output and deviation. This could be
arranged for a Saturday at a convenient location
where we set up our equipment and provide a test
and tune up day for our members —  maybe even
any interested local hams.

On the subject of a permanent club station loca-
tion, it has been suggested in the past that we
might be able to work with Olympia Search and
Rescue (OSAR) to develop a permanent club
station location at their facility on the Yelm High-
way.

Let us know your opinion on these and other is-
sues.

— 73, Ken K7TAG

FCC proposes dropping
Morse code requirement
entirely

The FCC has proposed dropping the 5 WPM Morse
code element as a requirement to obtain an Ama-
teur Radio license of any class. The Commission
included the recommendation in a July 19 Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in WT Docket
05-235, but it declined to go along with any other
proposed changes to Amateur Service licensing
rules or operating privileges. Changes to Part 97
that the FCC proposed in the NPRM would not
become final until the Commission gathers addi-
tional public comments, formally adopts any new
rules and concludes the proceeding with a Report
and Order specifying the changes and an effective
date. That’s not likely to happen for several months.

“Based upon the petitions and comments, we
propose to amend our amateur service rules to
eliminate the requirement that individuals pass a
telegraphy examination in order to qualify for any
amateur radio operator license,” the FCC said. The
NPRM consolidated 18 petitions for rule making
from the amateur community — including one from
the ARRL — that had proposed a wide range of
additional changes to the amateur rules. The FCC
said the various petitions had attracted 6200 com-
ments from the amateur community, which soon
will have the opportunity to comment again — this
time on the FCC’s NPRM. 

The Commission said it believes dropping the 5
WPM Morse examination would encourage more
people to become Amateur Radio operators and
would eliminate a requirement that's “now unneces-
sary” and may discourage current licensees from
advancing their skills. It also said the change would
“promote more efficient use” of amateur spectrum.
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To support dropping the code requirement, the
FCC cited changes in Article 25 of the interna-
tional Radio Regulations adopted at World
Radiocommunication Conference 2003. WRC-03
deleted the Morse testing requirement for amateur
applicants seeking HF privileges and left it up to
individual countries to determine whether or not
they want to mandate Morse testing. Several
countries already have dropped their Morse re-
quirements for HF access.

ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, said he was not
surprised to see the FCC propose scrapping the
Morse requirement altogether, although the
League had called for retaining the 5 WPM re-
quirement only for Amateur Extra class appli-
cants. Sumner expressed dismay, however, that
the FCC turned away proposals from the League
and other petitioners to create a new entry-level
Amateur Radio license class. 

“We're disappointed that the Commission prefers
to deny an opportunity to give Amateur Radio the
restructuring it needs for the 21st century,” he
said. “It appears that the Commission is taking the
easy road, but the easy road is seldom the right
road.”

Sumner said ARRL officials and the Board of Di-
rectors will closely study the 30-page NPRM and
comment further once they’ve had an opportunity
to consider the Commission’s stated rationales
for its proposals.

In 2004, the League called on the FCC to create a
new entry-level license, reduce the number of
actual license classes to three and drop the Morse
code testing requirement for all classes except for
Amateur Extra. Among other recommendations,
the League asked the FCC to automatically up-
grade Technician licensees to General and Ad-
vanced licensees to Amateur Extra. In this week’s
NPRM, the FCC said it was not persuaded such
automatic upgrades were in the public interest.

The FCC said it did not believe a new entry-level
license class was warranted because current
Novice and Tech Plus licensees will easily be able
to upgrade to General once the code requirement
goes away. The Commission also said its “Phone
Band Expansion” (or “Omnibus”) NPRM in WT
Docket 04-140 already addresses some of the
other issues petitioners raised.

A 60-day period for the public to comment on the
NPRM in WT 05-235 will begin once the notice
appears in the Federal Register. Reply comments
will be due within 75 days.

— ARRL Bulletin ARLB018

Fractured Dictionary

• Arbitrator \ar’-bi-tray-ter\: A cook who leaves
Arby’s to work at McDonald’s.

• Avoidable \uh-voy’-duh-buhl\: What a bullfighter
tries to do.

• Baloney \buh-lo’-nee\: Where some hemlines
fall.

• Bernadette \burn’-a-det\: The act of torching a
mortgage.

• Burglarize \bur’-gler-ize\: What a crook sees
with.

• Control \kon-trol’\: A short, ugly inmate.

• Counterfeiters \kown’-ter-fit-ers\: Workers who
put together kitchen cabinets.

• Eclipse \i-klips\: What an English barber does for
a living.

• Eyedropper \i’-drop-ur\: A clumsy ophthalmolo-
gist.

• Heroes \he’-rhos\: What a guy in a boat does.

• Left bank \left’ bangk’\: What the robber did when
his bag was full of loot.

• Misty \mis’-tee\: How some golfers create divots.

• Paradox \par’-uh-doks\: Two physicians.

• Parasites \par’-uh-sites\: What you see from the
top of the Eiffel Tower.

• Pharmacist \farm’-uh-sist\: A helper on the farm.

• Polarize \po’-lur-ize\: What penguins see with.

• Primate \pri’-mat\: Removing you spouse from in
front of the TV.

• Relief \ree-leaf’\: What trees do in the spring.

• Rubberneck \rub’-er-nek\: What you do to relax
your wife.
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• Seamstress \seem’-stres\: Describes 120
kilos in a size six.

• Selfish \sel’-fish\: What the owner of a sea-
food store does.

• Subdued \sub-dood’\: Like, a guy, like, works
on one of those, like, submarines, man.

• Sudafed \sood’-a-fed\: Bring litigation against
a government.

— from David ZL3AI, via packet

Treasurer’s Report

As of 7/31/05

GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,600.56

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.32

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.00

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,563.88

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 986.06

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 986.06

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

OARS Net check-ins
The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times in the
month of July, 2005:

AA7TD AA7YD AB7PS K7GUH

K7TAG K7VRE KA4VVA KA9AZD

KB7DFL KB7VDS KC7FEE KC7LA

KD6ZBS KD7ECB KD7ISO KD7TQW

KD7UJH KD7UST KD7YXY KD7ZBS

KE7BBX KE7CFA KE7CQI KE7DAU

KG6YNS KI7SS N7IVM N7WW

NX6W W7LWB W7RLL W7SIX

WB7ROZ WC7I

Net control stations for the month were WB7ROZ,
K7TAG, WC7I, and K7VRE. Thank you for your
support!!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

ARRL board adopts
modified regulation by
bandwidth proposal

Following considerable discussion and debate, the
ARRL Board of Directors has approved a modified
set of recommendations to regulate the use of
amateur spectrum by emission bandwidth rather
than by emission mode. Last April, the ARRL
Executive Committee reached consensus on a set
of regulation-by-bandwidth proposals (which can be
found on the web at
http://www.arrl.org/announce/bandwidth.html )  to
serve as the basis of an FCC Petition for Rule
Making. Following additional fine tuning based on
hundreds of comments from the amateur commu-
nity, the Board formally adopted a further-modified
plan at its July 15-16 meeting.

The revised plan includes a stipulation that the
League “will promptly undertake a procedure to

http://www.arrl.org/announce/bandwidth.html
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establish a band plan to be utilized with the pro-
posed sub-band allocation petition, and, until such
time as that band plan is in place, the existing
band plan will be in force.” ARRL CEO David
Sumner, K1ZZ, remarked after the Board’s 12-3
vote that improved band planning is critical to the
success of the League’s regulation-by-bandwidth
proposals and will require the support of the ama-
teur community at large.

“I think it’s fair to say that the Board recognizes
that regulation by bandwidth is not going to work
without a spirit of cooperation among amateurs
pursuing different interests,” he said, “any more
than current regulations would be adequate with-
out a spirit of cooperation.” Sumner pointed out
that under the current rules, RTTY and data enthu-
siasts may, by rule, operate in the low end of the
CW subbands. “They don’t, because to do so
would disrupt amateur CW,” he said.

Sumner said that if the FCC ultimately imple-
ments the modified ARRL recommendations,
there’s no reason to believe that amateurs will
operate right up to the absolute limit of what the
FCC says they may, any more than they do now.

The regulation-by-bandwidth issue dominated the
Board’s second meeting of the year in Windsor,
Connecticut. After a great deal of give and take
among its members, the Board ultimately okayed
raising the maximum bandwidth proposed for
frequencies below 29 MHz from 3.0 kHz to 3.5
kHz. A provision permitting the continued use of
double-sideband AM with bandwidth of up to 9 kHz
was retained. 

Significantly, the Board also agreed that maximum
permitted bandwidth should be defined in terms of
necessary rather than occupied bandwidth. In
addition, the modified proposal removes the ex-
ception for independent sideband (ISB) emissions
and drops certain mode restrictions on Novice and
Technician class operators. 

The ARRL proposal would leave two important
FCC rules unchanged. Part 97.307(a) says: “No
amateur station transmission shall occupy more
bandwidth than necessary for the information rate
and emission type being transmitted, in accor-
dance with good amateur practice.” Part 97.101(a)
reads: “In all respects not specifically covered by
FCC Rules each amateur station must be oper-
ated in accordance with good engineering and
good amateur practice.”

Per the Board’s motion, the ARRL Executive Com-
mittee will review the final rule making petition,
which will be filed with the FCC at the Committee’s
discretion.

The Board began work on the bandwidth concept in
2002.

— ARRL Bulletin ARLB017

Insurance

Bill’s barn burned down, and his wife Polly called
the insurance company. Polly told the insurance
company “We had that barn insured for fifty thou-
sand, and I want my money.”

The agent replied, “Hold on just a minute, Polly.
Insurance doesn’t work quite like that. We will
ascertain the value of what was insured and provide
you with a new barn of comparable worth.”

There was a long pause before Polly replied, “Then
I’d like to cancel the policy on my husband.”

— from David ZL3AI, via packet

Oxymorons

Oxymoron: a combination of contradictory or
incongruous words (as cruel kindness) Here are
25...

• Act naturally

• Advanced BASIC

• Airline Food

• Almost exactly

• Alone together

• British fashion

• Business ethics

• Childproof

• Exact estimate

• Found missing

• Genuine imitation

• Good grief
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• Government organization

• Legally drunk

• Living dead

• Military Intelligence

• New classic

• New York culture

• Resident alien

• Same difference

• Sanitary landfill

• Silent scream

• Small crowd

• Soft rock

• Software documentation

• Sweet sorrow

— from “Joke of the Day” via internet

Radio Amateur Loses Life
Installing Emergency Com-
munications Antenna

An Ohio radio amateur died July 30 while attempt-
ing to perform a public service for his county’s
RACES/ARES program. Preble County RACES
Radio Officer Robert W. “Bob” French II, N8EHA,
of Eaton was on a tower at the New Paris fire
station installing an antenna for the RACES/ARES
program when an element came into contact with
a power line. The shock knocked French from the
tower, and he reportedly fell some 40 feet to the
ground. French’s son Aaron, KA8VUS, Al Stone,
KB8RPO, and other members of the work party
administered CPR to no avail.

“Bob started back up the tower, pulling the an-
tenna up by the feed line as he climbed,” Stone
recounted in a message shared with ARRL by
Ohio Section Manager Joe Phillips, K8QOE. "At
one point Bob thrust his hand upward to grab
another rung of the tower, with the feed line in his
hand. The antenna began swinging, and when he
went for that last rung, the antenna came in

contact with [the] power line.” Stone said the ham
volunteers were installing two antennas on the New
Paris fire station’s tower as part of a project to
equip every firehouse in the county with an antenna
and ham radio for emergency backup communica-
tion.

French, 51, belonged to the ARRL. He was a found-
ing member of the Preble Amateur Radio Associa-
tion and very active in the club. “He was one of the
biggest advocates for Amateur Radio I have
known,” said Gary Hollenbaugh, NJ8BB, who eulo-
gized his friend at an August 3 service. “His leader-
ship, organizational skills, knowledge and enthusi-
asm cannot be easily replaced.”

Hollenbaugh says French was wearing a safety belt
but not a fall restraint harness. “He was still climb-
ing the tower and not able to secure off,” he said,
conceding that his friend did not follow several safe-
ty rules. He also questioned why the tower was
sited so close to power lines.

ARES District 3 Emergency Coordinator Ron
Moorefield, W8ILC, represented the ARRL at
French’s service. Survivors include his wife Cathy,
KA8RWX, and their daughter and son. The family
invites memorial contributions to the Preble Ama-
teur Radio Association, 7810 US Hwy 35 E, W
Alexandria, OH 45381.

— from the ARRL Letter

Senior Golfers

There were four 80-year old men playing golf. 

One complained the hills were too high. The sec-
ond complained the bunkers were too deep.

The third said the holes were too wide. The fourth
one said, “Shut up! At least we’re still on the right
side of the grass!”

— from David ZL3AI, via packet



September 2005
OARS CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

7:15 AM Breakfast at
Nickelby's 600 Tros-
per Rd

Russian RTTY WW Contest

All-Asian DX Conte-
st Phone

IARU Region 1 Field
Day SSB

IARU Region 1 Field
Day SSB

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

Deadline for
Watts News
Inputs

Second-Class Opera-
tors Club Marathon
Sprint CW

Sou'wester Rally

N American Sprint
CW

Simpson Stages
Rally

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

9:00 PM K6YR West
Coast Qualifying
Run

Get Your Feet Wet
Weekend CW

Get Your Feet Wet Wee-
kend CW

QCWA Fall QSO Party

Washington State Salmon
Run CW/SSB

Get Your Feet Wet Wee-
kend CW

QCWA Fall QSO Party

Washington State Salmon
Run CW/SSB

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

ARRL EME Contest

CQ WW RTTY DX
Contest

ARRL EME Contest

CQ WW RTTY DX
Contest

Fall QRP Homebrew-
er Sprint CW/
PSK31

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

7:00 PM Regular
OARS meeting at
Thurston County
Courthouse

YLRL Howdy Days CW/SSB

August
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

October
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Printed by KB6LE on 8/17/2005



No O A R S  Meeting
in August 2005

Meeting and Picnic Cancelled

OARS Membership Application

ìì  New Date_________________
ìì  Renewal ARRL member ?______
Call Sign ___________ License class _________

Name _________________________________

Address _________________________________

City, St. __________________ZIP____________

Home phone ____________________________

Day phone ____________________________

Email ____________________________

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

If family membership, please attach above information for
each family member.

Send to: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

An Invitation

If you are a Ham who has received this newsletter, but
are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially

invited to join us. Submit the membership application at
the left to OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,
or bring it to an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed

Fitzgerald.

OARS
PO BOX 2861
OLYMPIA WA 98507

If the date
on your
address
label is
marked in
red, it is
time to
renew!
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