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From the
Oval Shack

Watts News
Monthly Newsletter of the

Olympia Amateur Radio Society
P.O. Box 2861, Olympia, WA 98507

Hello Everyone -

I only have a couple of
items this month. First of
all, we are on the Red
Cross's schedule for next
year and I have updated
the exam web page. The
address is 2618 12th
Court SW, Olympia. This

is off Black Lake Boulevard between Cooper Point
Boulevard and Evergreen Christian Centre; our
exam web page has a mapqwest link if that is
preferred. Thanks to Jason Dean
of the Red Cross for making this
happen.

This last Sunday (December 7) I
had the privilege of helping test a
class Lee (KI7SS) taught in Cen-
tralia. I was amazed by the fact
he taught a class for the Techni-
cian license over one and one half
days of classroom session and
everyone in the class earned their
Technician class license, and
several even earned their Gen-
eral. Good job Lee!

Please think about meeting topics
for the coming months. I have
given the presentations (of a sort)
for the last two months and prob-
ably the most lamentable thing is
likely the fact no one recorded
them. They might have been of
great value as cures for insomnia.

Finally, about our Christmas party. I was able to
contact Bill Gillespie about combining our party with
theirs, and he notified me Wednesday that their
party was to be today (December 13), but we were
welcome to come. I did not think I could properly
notify everyone in three days and we had discussed
having ours in early January, so it would appear we
are on our own this year.

Take care and have a Merry Christmas.

— 73, Klaus

Dec. 3 Minutes
The meeting was called to order
at 1859 hours at the Thurston
County EOC. A roll-call of all
attendees was requested; 16
were present. 

Lee, KI7SS showed a repeater
controller that he is building. 

It was noted that Mark, KE7JTU's
parents' house burned down and
he is evaluating his losses from
the fire.

OARS Meetings in 2009 will take
place at the American Red Cross
headquarters in West Olympia.
(Off Black Lake Blvd., just north of
Hwy 101, go to the top of the hill
and turn right on 12th Court SW.

http://olyham.org
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OARS OFFICERS FOR 2008

President Klaus Neubert AC7MG 753-1493

Vice President Ken Julian K7VOX 951-6352

Secretary Paul Taylor KC7LA 866-0683

Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WW 491-2289

Member at Large Mark Dempsey KE7JTU 943-0165

KEY CONTACTS

RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340

Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902

Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902

ARES Net Tom Bohon KE7EJJ 456-6260

OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208

Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793

Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185

Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185

OARS Website George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185

Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236

License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7MG 753-1493

Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz

PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Node 147.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.

Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
Walk-ins allowed
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net 

Drive to the back of the street and park near the
building.)

There was a discussion of Lee's (KI7SS) future
Beverage antenna. (Note: That's the original in-
ventor's last name, not the beer used for getting
the antenna up!)

President Klaus AC7MG gave a presentation on
RF tuning theory and resonance, plus heterodyn-
ing, repeaters, selectivity, etc.

The OARS Christmas or New Year's pot-luck
dinner and party was discussed 

Respectfully submitted,

— Paul G. Taylor, KC7LA, Secretary

Digital TV Conversion
Earlier this week, the ARRL received a request
from the FCC asking ARRL members to provide
technical educational assistance to their commu-
nities concerning the FCC-mandated digital
television (DTV) conversion scheduled for Febru-
ary 17, 2009.

According to ARRL Media and Public Relations
Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, Amateur Radio clubs
across the country are being asked to develop and
implement plans to provide information throughout
January and February about the DTV conversion in
their areas. The FCC is leaving it up to the clubs to
decide how to do this, as local groups understand
the communities in ways that the FCC does not.
Each community is a little different, Pitts said, so
plans carried out by the clubs will vary from com-
munity to community. Interested groups should
contact their ARRL Section Manager.

Pitts stressed that hams should not make “house
calls,” sell any equipment or do actual installations;
the request is only to distribute technical information
and FCC materials. He commented: “As we all
know, some folks just never get the message until
too late. Materials for presentations, education and
many other activities are available online. Beginning
early January, FCC staff will contact Section Man-
agers and leaders of interested clubs and, where
possible, arrange to meet to share even more infor-
mation, audio, visual and printed materials, as well
as training aids, with the clubs involved in this effort.
We know the time is short, but your aid in this now
will be appreciated.”

In early January, Pitts said that the FCC will ask
Section Managers for the names and contact infor-
mation of the volunteering groups. The FCC staff
will then make contact with the groups, learn their
plans and provide them with the media, brochures
or other materials groups may need in this effort.
Materials also can be downloaded from the DTV
Conversion Web site. FCC regional staff members
may even come and visit with larger groups to aid in
implementation of the groups’ plans. 

“I really appreciate the willingness of the ARRL to
actively participate in helping Americans with the
transition to DTV and your helpful suggestions,”
said George Dillon, FCC Deputy Bureau Chief for
Field Operations. “The DTV transition will be an
historic moment in the evolution of TV. Broadcast
television stations can offer viewers improved pic-
ture and sound quality and new programming
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choices. All-digital broadcasting also will allow us
to significantly improve public safety communica-
tions and will usher in a new era of advanced
wireless services such as the widespread deploy-
ment of wireless broadband. Our goal is to en-
gage the amateur community on a cooperative
basis to help with the DTV outreach and to edu-
cate consumers.” 

Dillon continued that local Amateur Radio clubs
might consider offering technical advice to con-
sumers via telephone to those consumers who
may encounter difficulty with the installation and
setting up of their converter box. “Any assis-
tance...will greatly help in the efforts of the FCC to
ensure a smooth transition to DTV on February
17, 2009.”

Pitts advises interested groups to keep in mind
that they are to provide technical educational help
only: “At no time should the hams enter someone
else’s home or install equipment. They should not
broker or sell conversion boxes in any way. Clubs
can provide such things as a call-in telephone
number for technical help, make presentations at
meetings, do demonstrations at malls or give talks
to other groups — whatever works in their commu-
nity.”

— ARRL Western Washington Section Manager:
James Pace, K7CEX

A Potato Story
Well, A girl potato and boy potato had eyes for
each other. Finally they got married, and had a
little sweet potato, which they called “Yam.” Of
course, they wanted the best for Yam.

When it was time, they told her about the facts of
life. They warned her about going out and    getting
half-baked, so she wouldn’t get accidentally
mashed, and get a bad name for herself like “Hot
Potato,” and end up with a bunch of Tater Tots.
Yam said not to worry, no spud would get her into
the sack and make a rotten potato out of her!

But on the other hand she wouldn’t stay home and
become a couch potato either. She would get
plenty of exercise so as not to be skinny like her
shoestring cousins.

When she went off to Europe, Mr. And Mrs. Potato
told Yam to watch out for the hard-boiled guys from
Ireland and the greasy guys from France called the
French Fries. And when she went out west to
watch out for the Indians so she wouldn’t get scal-
loped. 

Yam said she would stay on the straight and narrow
and wouldn’t associate with those high class Yukon
Golds, or the ones from the other side of the tracks
who advertise their trade on all the trucks that say,
“Frito Lay.”

Mr. And Mrs. Potato sent Yam to Idaho P. U. (that’s
Potato University) so that when she graduated
she'd really be in the chips.

But in spite of all they did for her, one day Yam
came home and announced she was going to
marry Tom Brokaw.

Tom Brokaw! Mr. And Mrs. Potato were very upset.
They told Yam she couldn’t possibly    marry Tom
Brokaw because he's just.......

Are you ready for this?

OK! Here it is!

A COMMONTATER

— from Eugene Mouncer

CW Using a Computer
Sound Card
The Doctor Is In — Dave Wright, KB9MNM, of
Montgomery, Illinois, asks: I would like to try CW
using my PC. I have an all mode 2 meter radio with
VOX (voice operated transmit switching) How
would I wire this up to the sound card of a com-
puter? Can I use the same configuration for low
power radio projects, such as the Tuna-Tin 2 trans-
mitter or the SoftRock receiver, or will I need a
special interface device?

The Doctor Answers — The radio-to-sound card
interconnect requires two audio connections: A pair
out of the radio (speaker or line out) to the sound
card mic (or line in), and a pair from the sound card
speaker or line out to the radio mic in, (or line in if it
has one).

In both cases, the line level connections are pre-
ferred (if they are available) because they don’t
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change in level every time you adjust your volume
control. If you get tired of listening to the data
tones, you can turn down your speaker volume
and still have enough signal from your line out to
drive the sound card.

In addition, you need to have a way of switching
the radio from receive to transmit. That can be
using the VOX (but be careful of strange computer
voices (You've Got Mail!) that can also go out over
the air. In the absence of VOX, you could even use
a manual switch on your push to talk (PTT) line,
but that would get cumbersome.

A sound card interface provides transformer isola-
tion on the mic line, to help avoid hum pickup.
Most importantly, it picks up the transmit com-
mand from the PC serial port and switches the
radio PTT line for you, so you don’t need to use
the radio VOX function. Some allow you to switch
between mic and sound card, and also provide a
separate gain control, so you don’t have to change
everything every time you go back to voice mode.

So you can start out with the simple connections,
but if you use it a lot, you will likely want an inter-
face eventually. All of the above applies to your 2
meter set, as well as most HF radios.

The tuna tin I’m thinking of is just a CW transmit-
ter and thus doesn’t do sounds at all, so you’re
kind of stuck. The soft rock is a receiver, so you
can use a single cable from the receiver audio
output to your sound card input and monitor
what’s going on while you have a chance to get
used to the software choices. I recommend start-
ing there, in any case.

— from the ARRL Letter

Reminder

January 1 is the date to pay your OARS dues
for 2009.

Treasurer’s Report
As of 11/30/08

GENERAL FUND (checking account) 

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,492.90

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.29

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,493.19

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,018.57

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,018.57

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

OARS Net check-ins
No check-in reports were received for November
nets.

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

Shingles

Bubba walked into a doctor’s office and the
receptionist asked him what he had. Bubba
said, “shingles.” So she wrote down his name,
address, medical insurance number and told him
to have a seat.

Fifteen minutes later a nurses’s aide came out
and asked Bubba what he had. Bubba said
“shingles.” So she wrote down his height, weight,
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a complete medical history, and told Bubba to
wait in the examining room.

A half hour later a nurse came in and asked
Bubba what he had. Bubba said “shingles.” So
the nurse gave Bubba a blood test, a blood
pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and gold
Bubba to take off all his clothes and wait for the
doctor.

An hour later the doctor came in and asked
Bubba what he had. Bubba said “shingles.”
The doctor asked “Where?”

Bubba said “Outside on the truck. Where do
you want them?”

— from W1GMF via packet

ARRL 2009 Spectrum
Defense Fund
Dear ARRL Member,

Recently ARRL CEO Dave Sumner, K1ZZ asked
for your support of the vital Spectrum Defense
Fund at ARRL. If you have already responded,
thank you. If not, here are some of the key rea-
sons why your contribution is so important this
year.

As you know, defending and enhancing amateurs’
access to the radio spectrum is one of the most
important missions of the ARRL. Together we
have enjoyed many successes over the years.
But despite exponential growth in the variety and
number of radio frequency devices in the hands of
consumers and businesses, we have managed to
protect our bands and to add several new ones.

• Next March we will celebrate the full imple-
mentation of one of our greatest victories: the
removal of high-powered international broad-
casting stations from the heart of the 40-met-
er band — doubling the size of the worldwide
40-meter band and making this popular band
more useful than it’s been in 70 years!

• In 2007 the Amateur Radio Service earned its
first low-frequency (LF) allocation, 135.7-137.8
kHz. However, here in the United States we
must petition the FCC to implement the alloca-
tion.

• Our battle to give the Broadband over Power
Lines problem the attention it deserves has been
going on for six years. Last year the ARRL went
to court to challenge the FCC. Guess what —
we won! On April 25 the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit con-
firmed what the ARRL has been saying for years
about how the FCC was handling the BPL inter-
ference issue: FCC prejudice tainted the
rulemaking process. And in July the Court went
one step further, ordering the FCC to pay the
ARRL more than $6,000 toward our costs in
pursuing the appeal (the check arrived in Sep-
tember). The award affirmed that the ARRL sub-
stantially prevailed in its appeal. The Court’s
decision was a tremendous victory for radio
amateurs and other licensed users of the radio
spectrum.

It is only through the support of thousands of ARRL
members and friends like you that we have man-
aged to come this far. Together we can celebrate
all that we have accomplished on the BPL front
over the past six years!

But there is more work to do. BPL is still a chal-
lenge as we face another round of technical argu-
ments. We must leave no room for these technical
issues to be settled on anything other than technical
grounds. There’s more work to do!

And another WRC (World Radiocommunication
Conference) lies ahead in 2011 — and preparations
are already underway. Planning for WRC-11 has
begun and there are important issues for Amateur
Radio.

ARRL staff and volunteers are hard at work on your
behalf, teaming up with International Amateur Radio
Union (IARU) volunteers from around the globe to
build the strongest possible case for Amateur Radio
at WRC-11. 

Your financial commitment to spectrum defense is
vital to our ability to protect your access to radio
spectrum. Your contribution of $100, $50 or $25 to
the 2009 Spectrum Defense Fund
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http://www.arrl.org/defense now will provide the
financial resources required for us to be vigilant
and represent you as we face new challenges.

Sincere 73,

Mary Hobart, K1MMH

Chief Development Officer

FCC Amends WE2XRH
Experimental License

In response to the October 20 ARRL Petition for
Modification or Cancellation of Experimental
Authorization (Petition) concerning an experimen-
tal license issued to Digital Aurora Radio Technol-
ogies (DART) station WE2XRH, the FCC today
issued an amended license that redefines one of
the station’s frequency ranges to eliminate conflict
with the Amateur Radio Service. This revision
addresses ARRL’s concern that the original 7.10
to 7.60 MHz range would cause unacceptable
interference to Amateur Radio operations in the 40
meter band. The amended license narrows the
range to 7.30 to 7.60 MHz and gives as the reason
for the change, “operation in the band 7.1-7.3 MHz
will cause harmful interference to Amateur Radio
Service licensees.”

“We are delighted that the FCC acted so promptly
to correct this error and are pleased that the
matter has been resolved,” said ARRL CEO
David Sumner, K1ZZ.

WE2XRH will be testing a proposed domestic
broadcast service using a 20 kHz bandwidth
digital emission at a transmitter output power of
100 kW and an ERP of 660 kW within a radius of
1500 kilometers of Delta Junction, Alaska. Accord-
ing to the amended license, the transmissions will
take place in the frequency ranges 4.4 to 5.1 MHz,
7.3 to 7.6 MHz and 9.25 to 9.95 MHz.

— from the ARRL Letter

Deodorant

A blonde walks into a pharmacy and asks the
assistant for some rectum deodorant. The pharma-
cist, a little bemused, explains to the woman they
don’t sell rectum deodorant, and never have.

Unfazed, the blonde assures the pharmacist that
she has been buying the stuff from this store on a
regular basis, and would like some more.

“I’m sorry,” says the pharmacist, “we don’t have
any.”

“But I always get it here,” says the blonde. 

“Do you have the container it comes in?” asks the
pharmacist. “Yes,” said the blonde, “I’ll go home
and get it.”

She returns with the container and hands it to the
pharmacist who looks at it and says to her “This is
just a normal stick of underarm deodorant.”

Annoyed, the blonde snatches the container back
and reads out loud from the container “TO APPLY,
PUSH UP BOTTOM.”

— from W1GMF via packet

Who Is the Quickest

Two guys are out in the woods hiking. All of a
sudden, a bear starts chasing them. They climb a
tree, but the bear starts climbing up the tree after
them.

The first guy gets his sneakers out of his knapsack
and starts putting them on.

The second guy says “What are you doing?” He
says “I figure when the bear gets too close, we’ll
have to jump down and make a run for it.” The
second guy says “Are you crazy? You can’t outrun
a bear!”

The first guy says “I don’t have to outrun the bear. I
only have to outrun you.”

— from W1GMF via packet

http://www.arrl.org/defense


January 2009
OARS Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

ARRL Straight Key
Night

New Years Snowball
Contest

7:15 AM Breakfast
at Nickelby's 600
Trosper Rd

ARRL RTTY Roundup

ARRL RTTY
Roundup

Kid's Day

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net
Deadline for Watts

News Inputs
Hunting Lions In the

Air
Midwinter Contest

N Amer QSO Party CW

Hunting Lions In the
Air

Midwinter Contest

N Amer QSO Party CW

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

ARRL January VHF
Sweepstake

N Amer QSO Party
Phone

ARRL January VHF
Sweepstake

N Amer QSO Party
Phone

ARRL January VHF
Sweepstake

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

CQ WW 160 Meter
Contest

CQ WW 160 Meter
Contest

Winter Field Day

YLISSB QSO Party

Classic Exchange

CQ WW 160 Meter Contest
Winter Field Day

YLISSB QSO Party

Classic Exchange 7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

7:00 PM - 9:00
PM OARS Meeti-
ng at Red Cross

December 08
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

February 09
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Printed by KB6LE on 12/15/2008



OARS Membership Application

ìì  New Date_________________
ìì  Renewal ARRL member ?______
Call Sign ___________ License class _________
Name _________________________________
Address _________________________________
City, St. __________________ZIP____________
Home phone ____________________________
Day phone ____________________________
Email ____________________________
Newsletter by Email? (yes/no) _______________

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

If family membership, please attach above information for
each family member.

Send to: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

An Invitation

If you are a Ham who has received this newsletter, but
are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially

invited to join us. Submit the membership application at
the left to OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,
or bring it to an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed

Fitzgerald.

O A R S  Meeting
Wednesday, January 28, 7:00 p.m.

Program to be determined

Red Cross Building
2618 12th Court SW, Olympia

OARS
PO BOX 2861
OLYMPIA WA 98507

If the date
on your
address
label is
marked in
red, it is
time to
renew!
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