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K6EKB to Iraq

Ed Braaten, K6EKB, has been activated by the

military and is being sent into Irag. Ed is a mem-
ber of ARES/RACES. At the last OARS meeting
he was nominated and voted in as a full member

of OARS.

ATTENTION: NO PORK PRODUCTS
We will collect donations at the monthly OARS

to Iraq.

Regardless of your position on the Iraqg situation,
Ed is our man in Irag. He deserves all the support
we can provide him. To that end we want to send
him some CARE packages. These will be items

that in a sense bring aid and com-
fort to the troops. The recipient
will usually utilize the items
he/she wants and then gives the
balance to the chaplain who will
distribute the rest to those mem-
bers who need things. Some of
the troops there do not have
much contact with people back
here and really appreciate these
things. Here is a list of items that
we can send to him:

Travel size: Toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, lotion, eye wash, sham-
poo, mouth wash, hand sanitizer,
etc.

Playing cards, crossword puzzle
books, word search books, etc.

Hard candies, granola bars,
chewing gum, individual sized
cans of Pringles etc.
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meeting and then make arrangements to ship them

KB7DFL will be running point on this activity. If you
should have any questions regarding this, please

— 73 Dan KB7DFL

Joel Harrison,
W5ZN, elected
ARRL'’S 14th
president

ARRL First Vice President Joel
Harrison, W5ZN, of Judsonia,
Arkansas, will be the League’s
president for the next two years.
He'll succeed Jim Haynie,
W5JBP, who chose not to run for
a fourth term in the uncompen-
sated, volunteer post. Gathering
in Windsor, Connecticut, for its
annual meeting, the Board voted
10 to 5 to choose Harrison over
ARRL Central Division Director
Dick Isely, W9OGIG, the only other
nominee. Harrison, 47, said he
believes Amateur Radio is looking
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at a different society — and pool of potential li-
censees — in the 21st century than in the past.

“One of the things we need to do over the next few
years is realize that Main Street USA is not the
Main Street USA it was years ago,” Harrison com-
mented after the vote. “We all remember those
days when we became interested in radio and the
magic that it provided to us. The magic is still
there, but Main Street has changed.”

Harrison says this means that the League needs
to focus on doing a better job of attracting the
average person on the new Main Street of today
“into the magic of Amateur Radio.”

First licensed in 1972 as WNS5IGF, Harrison says
he’s interested in virtually all aspects of Amateur
Radio, from HF DXing and contesting to
VHF/UHF/microwave and moonbounce. He's an
ARRL Life Member. His wife, daughter and son all
are Amateur Radio licensees. He'll become the
League’s 14th president since its founding in
1914.

Harrison said the ARRL's initiative to create an
improved entry-level license also will be among
his top priorities as he assumes office.

“It is imperative for the Amateur Radio Service that
we have an entry-level license that provides a
wide variety of privileges for an individual to get
into radio and learn a little bit about all of it,” Harri-
son said, adding that the League believes this

OARS OFFICERS FOR 2006

President Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
Vice President Sharon Kinder N7SSD 943-6187
Secretary Tom Bohon KE7EJJ 786-4211
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WwW 491-2289
Member at Large Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
KEY CONTACTS
RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KAAWA 786-5500
OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208
Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793
Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
OARS Website George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7TMG 753-1493
Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz
PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Nad&.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

approach will keep new licensees interested in ham
radio.

Harrison also says he will promote the League’s
Petition for Rule Making (RM-11306) to have the
FCC regulate Amateur Radio allocations by band-
width. “Right now we do that by mode, and we're
one of the few countries in the world that does that,”
he pointed out. “We need to change that and move
forward with this initiative of regulation by bandwidth
instead of mode.”

Harrison said he will continue and build upon the
League's emphasis on Amateur Radio’s emer-
gency communication role — especially in improv-
ing its response to catastrophic disasters like Hurri-
cane Katrina — and on Haynie’s “The Big Project”
initiative to get ham radio into schools, known for-
mally as the ARRL Education and Technology Pro-
gram (ETP).

“Whether or not it generates a large number of
radio amateurs, it provides an introduction to Ama-
teur Radio to kids,” Harrison said of the ETP. “Hav-
ing that awareness of Amateur Radio and what it
provides is vital,” because it imparts a broad-based
knowledge of the service to tomorrow’s citizens and
policymakers.

The ARRL Board also elected Vice President Kay
Craigie, N3KN, as First Vice President, succeeding
Harrison, and Delta Division Director Rick Roderick,
K5UR, to Vice President, succeeding Craigie. Both
were unopposed.

ARRL Delta Division Vice Director Henry Leggette,
WDA4Q, will become Division Director. A new Delta
Division Vice Director will be appointed.

The Board of Directors annual meeting is expected
to conclude January 21. The Board will meet again
in July.

— from ARRL Bulletin ARLB002

OARS Dues

If you haven't already paid your dues for 2006, now
would be a good time to mail your check to Ed
Fitzgerald at the OARS PO box address.
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Treasurer’s Report

As of 1/31/06
GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previousbalance . ... ................ $1,855.07
Income ........ ... ... ... 325.43
Expenses ........ ... ... ... ... 0.00

Endingbalance . ..................... 2,180.50

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previousbalance . .. .................. $ 990.62
Income ........ ... . ... 0.00
Expenses ........ ... ... ... ... 0.00

Endingbalance . ............... .. .. ... 990.62

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

OARS Net check-ins

The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times on the
dates of January 3, 17, and 24:

AA7TYD  AB7PS K5IN K7GUH
K7TAG K7VRE KB6LE KB7DFL
KC7CKO KC7LA KC70QJ KD7TQW
KD7UJH KD7YXY KE/BYZ KE7EY
KI7SS NSMUR  N6TPT N7IVM
N7IHJ N7PAA N7WW NX6W
W7SIX WCT7I

Net control stations reporting for the month were
WC7I and K7VRE. Thank you for your support!!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
Walk-ins allowed
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net

New Puppy

| pulled into a crowded parking lot at the shopping
center and rolled down the car windows to make
sure my Labrador Retriever pup had fresh air. She
was stretched full-out on the back seat and | want-
ed to impress upon her that she must remain there.

| walked to the curb backward, pointing my finger at
the car and saying emphatically, “Now you stay. Do
you hear me?” “Stay! Stay!”

The lady in a nearby car gave me a strange look
and said, “Why don't you just put it in park?”

— from The Joke of the Day, via internet

Ham Radio Operators “True
Heroes,” Rep Mike Ross,
WD5DVR, Says in “Salute”

US Rep Mike Ross, WD5DVR (D-AR), this week
offered “A Salute to Ham Radio Operators” on the
floor of the US House. Ross, one of two Amateur
Radio licensees in the House of Representatives
(the other is Rep Greg Walden, W7EQI, R-OR),
addressed his colleagues February 8 to recognize
the contributions of the Amateur Radio community
in the wake of last year's devastating hurricane
season.

“Citizens throughout America dedicated to this
hobby — a hobby that some people consider old
fashioned or obsolete — were true heroes in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina as they were often
the only line of communication available into the
storm ravaged areas,” Ross said.

He noted that while ham radio is often overlooked
“in favor of flashier means of communication,” Gulf
Coast communities learned after the 2005 hurri-
canes that technology can be “highly vulnerable” to
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storm damage. “Ham radios, entirely self-con-
tained transmitters, require no cell towers or satel-
lites, simply a battery and a strip of wire as an
antenna,” Ross explained.

Because of the “critical intervention” of radio ama-
teurs across the US, Ross said, many lives were
saved following Hurricane Katrina.

“The dedication displayed by ham radio operators
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina sets a tre-
mendous example for us all,” Ross concluded,
noting that “now more than ever” he’s proud to be
an Amateur Radio operator.

“The people whose lives were rescued as a result
of the tireless dedication of ham radio operators
will forever be grateful to these selfless public ser-
vants.”

— from the ARRL Letter

From the ARES/RACES
EC/RO

As this is written, OARS is looking for another
place to have their monthly meetings.

| think that's great. Jake Evans started getting a
free room for OARS back in 1995, and after 11
years, it is time to move on.

Prior to 1995, OARS moved out of the Olympia
Center due to a massive increase in room rent.
For a awhile, they were at Red Cross, until it
wanted money also for room rent, so OARS
moved to the courthouse.

Kip, K7KIP’s chambers are nice, but the benches
do get a little hard to sit on for any length of time.
It is election year, and rooms are not readily
available for non-county agencies after normal
working hours.

During a net recently, several suggestions came
up at county locations, primarily fire stations.
Seems the free OSAR Team building is too far to
drive according to some.

My thoughts are this, maybe the city the club is
named for would give up a Council Chamber for
meetings — what a concept!

The city opens its doors to the homeless as a
shelter, union meetings and such. So, why not to
the people who are community services minded,
and who want to help the city in times of need?

A word of warning, this is the same city that wanted
to charge you $10,000 a year for rent on your water
tower site repeater until Larry/KC7CJO and the
county got involved.

So, if you want to say “OLYMPIA” in your club
name, get on the stick and ask around other than
your elected officials for a place to have free meet-
ings, say the library, the Port, (oh, they are a county
organization also). How about a state office?

There has to be someone willing in this liberal city
to support this club with a free room, don't you
think? Just ask them what they want to be like after
a disaster, Baton Rouge or NYC?

Good Luck!

— Tom Dennis, KA4VVA

Science Through the Eyes
of Students

It's little consolation to those of us who bemoan the
fate of the English language at the hands of our
students, but they apparently do no better in coping
with the sciences, as evidenced by these state-
ments, reported verbatim by their instructors:

 H20 is hot water, and CO2 is cold water.

« To collect fumes of sulphur, hold a deacon over
a flame in a test tube.

¢ When you smell an odorless gas, it is probably
carbon monoxide.

« Water is composed of two gins, Oxygin and
Hydrogin. Oxygin is pure gin. Hydrogin is water
and gin.

» A super saturated solution is one that holds
more than it can hold.

« Liter: A nest of young puppies.

« Magnet: Something you find crawling all over a
dead cat.
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e Momentum: What you give a person when they
are going away.

e Vacuum: A large, empty space where the
pope lives.

. Avrtificial insemination: When the farmer does
it to the cow instead of the bull.

«  The pistol of the flower is its only protection
against insects.

. A fossil is an extinct animal. The older it is,
the more extinct it is.

*  To remove dust from the eye, pull the eye
down over the nose.

. For a nosebleed: Put the nose much lower
than the heart until the heart stops.

«  For head colds: Use an agonizer to spray the
nose until it drops in your throat.

. Germinate: To become a naturalized Ger-
man.

«  Blood flows down one leg and up the other.

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet

Another ARRL Board
Committee

One of the items the ARRL's HSMM Working
Group has been trying to get some traction on is a
NPRM to legalize the use of encryption on Ama-
teur Radio Service frequencies above 50 MHz,
particularly on those frequencies where there is a
significant population of Part 15 operators. The
latter includes the 902-928 MHz allocation,
2400-2450 MHz and the 5.8 GHz band. These
bands have seen tremendous growth amongst
Part 15 users, particularly those engaged in
802.11 digital operations.

Here is why this is important to Amateur Radio
and to the delivery of emergency and disaster
response communications support. Most govern-
ment agencies, including FEMA and DHS, are
placing a greater emphasis on “secure communi-
cations.”

Further, the proliferation of “Privacy Policies”
amongst a number of served agencies restricts

the information that can be conveyed over Amateur
Radio circuits. This limits our effectiveness and
ability to deliver.

A good example of this is the American Red Cross’
Privacy Policy and its impact on the kinds of infor-
mation that can be sent over Amateur Radio cir-
cuits during sheltering operations. Then, too, is the
impact from a host of new laws, including HIPAA
and Sarbanes-Oxley, that prescribe very tight limits
on information release.

But the need for secure communications is only
one reason behind this initiative. There is a need to
modernize FCC regulation governing Amateur Ra-
dio operations on bands where we SHARE the
spectrum with other users, particularly Part 15
operators. We are under an OBLIGATION to secure
any station running under Part 97 rules from those
who are not licensed in the Amateur Radio Service
(97.313(€) ). In the world above 900 MHz, that is
currently a virtual impossibility when attempting to
operate in any of the IEEE 802.11 digital modes.

The FCC's actions to open our allocations to unli-
censed operators has inundated the bands men-
tioned above with millions of unlicensed Wireless
Access Points and users. Without the use of en-
cryption and other security techniques, it is a cer-
tainty your Part 97 station will be accessed!

Despite what you might have read, the FCC does
have the authority to permit the use of encryption for
domestic transmissions. The international treaty
provision that prohibits the use of ciphers and
codes applies to international transmissions only.
That provision was put into the treaty to thwart any
effort Hams in Europe might attempt to circumvent
government owned telecommunications monopo-
lies there.

In the aftermath of last year’s hurricanes, govern-
ment agencies have been talking with Part 15 oper-
ators about organizing “secure communications
teams” to assist with future disasters. This strikes
me as wholly absurd given the presence of a Ii-
censed pool of operators who have been providing
disaster response communications support for
decades. The inequity in regulations (Part 15 can
use encryption, Part 97 cannot) is the only thing
standing in the way.
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Your support for the HSMM’s efforts will be most appre-
ciated. Contact your ARRL Director and let him know
the playing field needs to be leveled and ask for his
support for this important NPRM.

— de Paul, NA4AR, Former SEC - NNJ & WCF

Shutdown “Imperative” in
Face of Still-unresolved
BPL Interference, ARRL
Says

After the operator of the Manassas, Virginia, BPL
system failed to meet its own commitment to resolve
complaints of interference to local radio amateurs, the
ARRL again demanded the system’s immediate shut-
down. Writing on the League’s behalf, ARRL General
Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, told the FCC January 17
that Communications Technologies (COMTek), which
operates the BPL system over the municipally owned
electric power grid using Main.net equipment on fre-
guencies between 4 MHz and 30 MHz, “has been given
every opportunity” over the past 18 months to resolve
interference complaints.

COMTek “is now apparently unwilling to voluntarily
comply with its regulatory obligation to shut the system
down,” Imlay said, following a meeting January 17
between company officials and local radio amateurs. An
ARRL representative also attended. Imlay said the
meeting’s outcome dictates “the urgency of the Commis-
sion’s obligation to finally take action to stop the

unlawful operation of the Manassas BPL system.”

The League asserts that COMTek did not want to start
the meeting with a local newspaper reporter present.
Imlay said the company’s “bizarre action” indicated that
COMTek “was unwilling to subject itself to public scru-
tiny.”

COMTek Vice President Walter Adams acknowledged

at this week’s meeting that its BPL system was

causing harmful interference on Amateur Radio frequen-
cies, despite its pledge to permanently notch ham

bands by January 15, the League said. Even so, Adams
“specifically declined to take any further steps to

mitigate the interference,” Imlay continued, calling
COMTek’s stance “totally unacceptable to the aggrieved
licensees in Manassas.”

In its letter, the League said it doesn’t question COM-
Tek’s desire to eliminate the harmful interference. “How-
ever, the inescapable fact is that the Main.net hardware
now in use in the city’s BPL system is, and has been
proven, incapable of being configured so as to function as
intended without causing harmful interference to radio
communication.”

The League addressed its latest correspondence in the
Manassas situation to FCC Spectrum Enforcement Divi-
sion Chief Joseph Casey and to Katherine Power, an
attorney in the division. Copies went to local radio ama-
teurs George Tarnovsky, KAGVT, Donald Blasdell,
WA4HJL, and William South, N3OH, as well as to Manass-
as Journal newspaper reporter Jaclyn Pitts, COMTek and
its attorneys, and the City of Manassas.

“Because COMTek has declined to do so voluntarily, it is
imperative that the FCC order the system immediately to
cease operation, in accordance with °©15.5(c) of the Com-
mission's rules,” Imlay's letter concluded, “and that opera-
tion not resume unless and until new hardware is installed
that is capable of operating without causing harmful inter-
ference.”

Less than a month ago, the League called on the FCC to
shut down the Manassas BPL system in another strongly
worded letter. That communication was in response to a
November 30 letter from Casey, who'’d suggested further
cooperation between the complaining radio amateurs and
the city-owned BPL system.

“These meetings have not produced any solution to the
interference problem but have, instead, created the illu-
sion that the problem is being addressed,” Imlay charged
in his reply. Ham radio complaints of interference from the
BPL system date back to early 2004.

A petition the League filed earlier last fall seeks to have
the FCC modify the Part 15 BPL rules it adopted in 2004
to embrace more mature BPL technology with substan-
tially less potential to interfere. Among BPL systems
more likely to be involved in stubborn interference cases,
the ARRL said, are those using DS2 or Main.net technol-
ogy that lack fixed, permanent notches in the ham bands.
Utilization of such BPL technology, the League main-
tains, has resulted in “substantial, extremely diffi-
cult-to-resolve incidents of interference” from BPL pilot
programs and deployments to Amateur Radio.

A copy of the League’s January 17 letter is on the ARRL
Web site
http://lwww.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/filings/Manassas-Co
mplaint-Final-January-2006.pdf

— from the ARRL Bulletin
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Printed by KB6LE on 2/14/2006




OARS Membership Application O AR S Meseting
Wedneday, February 22, 7 p.m.

1 N D 1] A ”

‘: R:r\:vewal itFjRL member ? Cl OCk PrOJ eCt

Call Sign License class — Chuck Stoddard, NX6W
Name

ity & Thurston County Courthouse
Home phone Building 1 or 3 (look for signs)

Day phone

Email

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

An Invitation

if youare a Hamwho has received this newsletter, but

If family membership, please attach above information for

each family member. are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially

invited to joinus. Submitthe membership application at

the leftto OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,

or bring itto an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed
Fitzgerald.

Sendto: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

OARS
PO BOX 2861

OLYMPIA WA 98507

If the date
on your
address
label is

marked in
red, itis
timeto
renew!
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