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President’s Message

Hello all,

Last night | drove home
and upon exiting my sub-
urban, | noticed a hissing
sound. Upon investigation,
| discovered my right rear
tire was leaking air through
a rather large hole. It appears my tire found a rock
shaped and positioned just as needed to puncture
the tread and steel belt(s) and allow the air to exit.
As far as | can determine, the rock may be from

the gravel placed on the roads to

From the
Oval Shack

parently changed the privileges accorded to “us
foreigners” under the reciprocity agreement. It
seems a bit unclear to me, but as | understand the
situation, US amateur operators have full privileges
accorded to the highest class licenses in the Euro-
pean Union, but the story did not seem to note the
privileges, if any, accorded to Technician or General
class licensees. | tried to find out more at the CEPT
webpage, but apparently lacked the intelligence or
skill to find any information there. | did note a wide
variety of comments available on the QST webpage
concerning this topic. There were some using this
to complain about the loosening of the licensing re-
guirements here in the US. Oth-

improve traction in the recent

ers were complaining about the

snowfall. Since my tires are near- Watts Inside fact we have access to the ques-
ly worn out, this may necessitate tion pools as well as the answers
the purchase of a new set. The I ARISSGround Stations . .. . .. 2 so that our radio students can
tire turned out to be non- simply memorize the exam with-
repairable, so they replaced it I TreasurersReport .......... 3 out having any knowledge about
under road hazard and the new electronics or radio theory. (In
tire cost me twenty eight dollars. ! World's Fastest Drinker?.... ... 3 case anyone cares to know, this

In considering complaints about
our recent storms across the
country, | have only to watch the

MicroHAMS Conference. . ... 3

is how | passed my GROL ex-
ams.) | am probably very much
like other Hams in that | have my

news for a short time to realize t Doctorvs Lawyer .......... 4 own opinions about the licensing
my complaints are inconsequen- ! OARSNet Checkins | 4 in the US, but my opinions are
tial in comparison to people who just that — opinions and they are
have lost property, their homes, ! DipoleEnd Insulators . ... .. 4 worth significantly less than you
or even loved ones in the torna- are paying for them. | have no
does recently. Please remember I AO-16 as Voice Repeater . . . .. 5 idea how the reciprocity issue will
them in your thoughts and pray- play out, but then it is their own
ers. I New Definitions............ 6 country or countries and we do

. . have to abide by their rules while
| just noticed on the ARRL page I TooRough ................ 6 there.

that the European Union has ap-
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Regarding the reduced CW requirements, | want
to thank any and all who talk to me on the radio
even though you may have earned your General,
advanced, or Extra class licenses when they re-
quired greater CW. You probably did not take as
long as | to get your license as | did (about 26
years). | remember in 2001 or 2002 reading about
people with the “old” licenses who were not going
to talk to those of us who received our licenses
after 2000 due to the reduced code requirement.

I may have been fortunate, in that nearly everyone
| have met on the radio seems to be pleasant,
helpful, and fun to chat with. | have been laughed
at when my wife replied on the air to a comment |
made to another ham, as well as kidded about the
time | locked my keys in the car and had to call my
wife on the autopatch. | have enjoyed the hobby in
large part due to the friendliness of other operators
and the encouragement | have received. | hope |
can provide as much encouragement to others as
| have received.

73,

Klaus

OARS OFFICERS FOR 2008

AC7TMG
K7VOX

Klaus Neubert
Ken Julian

753-1493
951-6352

President
Vice President

Secretary Paul Taylor KC7LA 866-0683
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WW 491-2289
Member at Large Mark Dempsey KE7JTU 943-0165
KEY CONTACTS

RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KA4WA 786-5500

K7APT
K7CAH
KB6LE
KB6LE
KB6LE
KI7SS
AC7TMG
KC7CKO

943-7208
943-6793
866-2185
866-2185
866-2185
866-0236
753-1493
943-4352

OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry
Rick Taylor
George Lanning
George Lanning
George Lanning
Lee Chambers
Klaus Neubert

Larry Watkinson

Packet BBS
Newsletter
OARS Website
Classes

License Exams
Equip. Custodian
147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz

REPEATERS: 441.40 MHz

PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Node 147.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
Walk-ins allowed
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net

ARISS Team Looking for
Ground Stations

Do you want to be part of the international network
of ground stations that help support Amateur Radio
on the International Space Station (ARISS) opera-
tions?

ARISS is looking to add numerous ground stations
capable of relaying ISS Amateur Radio sessions
with schools and also serve as back-up communi-
cations relays should they be needed.

Locations all over the world will be considered, but
the greatest need for stations is in Central America,
South America, Falkland Islands, Western Austra-
lia, Canada and Alaska. The following are guide-
lines for stations wanting to be considered:

* Third Party agreement with United States or
waiver from their telecom agency

* Ability to speak and understand English
* Minimal horizon obstructions
* 24/7 access and availability of station

* Operator(s) willing to support scheduled contacts
at various times

* Phone patch

* AZ/EL tracking satellite system, preferably an auto
tracking system with the capability for manual
override

* Multi-element Yagis for 2 meters and 70 cm
(circular polarization preferred)

* Pre-amps
* Transmit output greater than 70 W

* Note: If you can specify your station's EIRP and
receive sensitivity (thereby taking into account cable
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losses, pre-amps and antenna gain), it would be
greatly appreciated.

Stations that can support the following will be
given special consideration, but these items are
not required:

* Auto Doppler adjustment of frequencies

* Ability to speak and understand languages other
than English

* 1.2 and 2.4 GHz satellite hardware
* Packet

* SSTV

* Digital ATV

* Redundant power system

* High-speed Internet

If you or your club would like to be considered for
selection as one of the new ARISS ground sta-
tions, send an e-mail to ARISS at,
ARISS-telebridge@amsat.org, with details about
your station and contact information.

— ARRL Bulletin ARLS001

Treasurer’'s Report

As of 1/31/08
GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previousbalance . . ... ... $1,311.76
Income ........... .. ... 0.26
Expenses .......... ... ... . . ..., 154.80

Endingbalance . .....................

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previousbalance .. .................. $1,010.80
Income .......... . .. ... 0.00
Expenses .......... ... ... 0.00

Endingbalance . ............ ... ...,

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

World’s Fastest Drinker?

A guy runs into the bar and says, “Quick, pour me 5
shots of your best scotch.” The bartender pours
them and the man drinks them as fast as he can.
“Wow that's the fastest I've seen anyone drink,”
says the bartender. “Well you'd drink that fast if you
had what | have” the man says. “Oh my god,” the
bartender says, “What do you have?” The man
replies “50 cents.”

— from AJokeADay via Internet

Speaking of money, have you paid your 2008
OARS dues yet?

*M**icroHAMS Digital
Conference 2008*

Announcing the second annual MicroHAMS Digital
Conference! The event will be held this year on the
main Microsoft campus located in Redmond, WA
on March 22nd, 2008. The agenda this year will
include a wide variety of topics around digital com-
munications and Amateur radio. Because of the
huge success of last year's event, we have added
50% more seating for this year's event. Lunch and
snacks are included with the price of the confer-
ence and we'll have free Internet access.

Because of space limitations and parking require-
ments on the Microsoft campus, we are strongly
suggesting pre-registering for the event. Registra-
tion is $12.00 if done prior to the event and will be
$15.00 at the door. We have a web-based sign-up
form (details below) and have arranged pre-pay-
ment via the Paypal service. (No Paypal account is
necessary) In addition to the presentations, a demo
area will be setup along side the conference space
and door prizes will be given away.

Event Details

Date: March 22, 2008

Location: Redmond, WA (on the main Microsoft
Corporate campus)

Time: 9:00 to 17:00+

Lunch: Sub sandwiches and snacks (provided)
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After Event: Pizza Gathering (local pizza

place, to be named later)

Cost: $12.00 if pre-paid, $15.00 at
the door (To cover the cost of
hosting the event and lunch)

Registration: http://Mmww.microhams.com/di

gitalconference

Registration Details

Due to the requirements for hosting the event on
the Microsoft campus, we are required to register
all the vehicles that will be parked on the campus.
To make the registration process easier this year,
we have a web-based registration form available
at http:/mww.microhams.com/digitalconference.
You will be able to register for the conference,
provide your vehicle information and pre-pay via
the MicroHAMS website. On site registration will
be available if space is available for the $15 “at the
door” fee.

NOTE: The primary parking for the event is in a
covered parking garage located below the
conference building. For vehicles with large HF
antennas there is an open air parking lot available
just down the street. (Less then a 5-minute walk)
More details will be provided when you register.
For more information, please contact
ku7mradio@gmail.com .

Hope to see you at this year Microhams Digital
Conference.

73,

— Kenny, KU7M, ku7mradio@gmail.com

Doctor vs. Lawyer

A lawyer was cross-examining the doctor about
whether or not he had checked the pulse of the
deceased before he signed the death certificate.
“No,” the doctor said. “I did not check his pulse.”
“And did you listen for a heartbeat?” asked the
lawyer. “No | did not,” the doctor said. “So,” said
the lawyer, “when you signed the death certificate,
you had not taken steps to make sure he was
dead.”

The doctor said, “Well, let me put it this way. The
man’s brain was in a jar on my desk but, for all |
know, he could be out practicing law somewhere.”

— from AJokeADay via Internet

OARS Net check-ins

The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times in the
month of January:

AA7TYD AB7AX AB7PS ACTMG
AD7KC AJ3N K7TAG K7VOX
KA4VVA KA7TRRA  KB6LE KB7DFL
KB7TTO KC7CKO KC7LA KD7SQU
KD7TQW KD7TQW KD7WXL KD7YXY
KE7CQI KE7EJJ KE/ZJTU  KE7KKU
KE7PHT KI7CQ KI7SS NSMUR
N6TPT N7IVM N7WW NX6W

WB4LWQ WCTI

Net control stations for the month were KE7EJ]J,
WC7I and KE7JTU. Thank you for your support!!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

Dipole End Insulators

This week, ARRL Letter readers are in luck! The
ARRL'’s very own Doctor, author of the popular
QST column “The Doctor Is IN,” answers a ques-
tion from his mailbag:

Question: Wilber Warke, NORGE, of Lebanon,
lllinois, asks: What happens to a dipole or random
wire antenna if end-insulators are not used? Does it
change the radiation pattern? What if the ends
without insulators are left hanging down? Does that
change the radiation from horizontal to vertical?

The Doctor Answers: Wilbur, the insulators
themselves don't change antenna performance.
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The insulators are designed to provide a high im-
pedance path between the end of the antenna,
usually a high voltage point, and the support struc-
ture.

If the support is metal, without an insulator the
current from the antenna will continue to the sup-
port and that will become part of the antenna. The
resulting performance will depend on the size and
shape of the support and how solid a connection
there is between the antenna and the support —
but often it will be a poor and likely intermittent
connection — usually a recipe for a number of
different problems.

In the more typical case of a tree or other wooden
structure, the impedance will be relatively high and
it shouldn’t matter too much until it gets wet —
then you could easily have a very unpredictable
situation and likely be sending much of your power
into warming up the tree. Very dry tree branches
also introduce the risk of fire, especially if high
power is used.

With respect to “dangling ends,” they don’t need
insulators if they will stay dangling in space. What-
ever is holding up the antenna just before the dan-
gle suffers as above. Unfortunately, if the dangling
ends aren't secured, they have a tendency to get
blown around and can get wrapped around the
antenna or other nearby objects.

If a “random wire” has both horizontal and vertical
segments, each will radiate depending on the
magnitude of the current in each segment — this
generally changes from band to band. Sometimes
this can be used to good advantage.

In the case of a balanced half-wave dipole, if both
ends are dangling the same amount, the vertical
radiation will cancel in the direction of the main
horizontal radiation lobe. There will be a small
amount of vertical radiation, because the ends
have less current than the center, in the direction
of the dipole ends.

Antenna insulators are not expensive, so why not
use them just to be safe. If you don't have a local
source, consider making your own from scrap
PVC pipe, or couplings. Just drill a hole through
both sides at each end, de burr the holes and use
them as insulators — they are pretty close to free.

— from the ARRL Letter

AO-16 Satellite Serves as
Voice Repeater

Launched in January 1990, AMSAT-OSCAR 16
(AO-16) — a digital satellite — has been unavail-
able for use while the command team dealt with a
serious computer problem. The satellite has since
been recovered, and is now a voice repeater, at
least for an unspecified “test period” using FM voice
on the uplink, but SSB voice on the downlink.

Since AO-16 was recovered approximately six
months ago, the command team — Bruce Rahn,
WB9ANQ, Jim White, WDOE, and Mark Hammond,
N8MH — attempted to reload the satellite software
almost a dozen times without success. The team
performed a series of memory tests that pointed
toward a hardware failure that prevented the space-
craft software from restarting successfully.

AMSAT Vice President of Operations Drew Glas-
brenner, KO4MA, said, “After concluding that the
spacecraft computer system was damaged, and as
discussions about decommissioning were taking
place, Jim recalled a series of low-level commands
that Tom Clark, K3IO, included in the spacecraft
design during construction. One of these com-
mands allows an uplink receiver to be directly tied
to a downlink transmitter. The twist is that the uplink
is regular FM, but the downlink via the BPSK trans-
mitter is DSB (Double Sideband). Mark placed the
satellite in this mode early this week and did some
testing.”

Glasbrenner also said the satellite hears very well;
the reduced bandwidth by using either USB or LSB
on the ground station receiver allows for a very
robust downlink. Tuning the downlink is just like on
a linear transponder, meaning it is tight and with
fast Doppler. Uplink tuning is not required, just as
with the FM mode V/U satellites. My personal
observations include being able to access and hear
the satellite within one degree of the horizon, much
lower than any other current bird for my location [in
Florida]. This should be an easy satellite with omni
antennas and a 70 cm preamp.

Glasbrenner said that he would like to open the
satellite to general use for a test period. The uplink
is 145.920 MHz FM, and the downlink is 437.026
MHz SSB +/- Doppler shift. He asks that users
restrict their uplink power to a reasonable power
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level, and do not transmit without being able to
hear the downlink; all general single-channel
guidelines apply. Please submit reports via e-mail
at, aol6@amsat.org . “Enjoy this bird's new life!”
Glasbrenner said.

— ARRL Bulletin ARLS002

New Definitions

In case you missed it, here is the Washington
Post’s Mensa Invitational which once again asked
readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter
it by adding, subtracting, or changing one letter,
and supply a new definition. The winners are:

1. Cashtration: The act of buying a house, which
renders the subject financially impotent for an
indefinite period of time.

2. Ignoranus: A person who's both stupid and an
asshole.

3. Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax refund,
which lasts until you realize it was your
money to start with.

4. Reintarnation: Coming back to life as a hill-
billy.

5. Bozone: The substance surrounding stupid
people that stops bright ideas from penetra-
tion. The bozone layer, unfortunately, shows
little sign of breaking down in the near future.

6. Foreploy: Any misrepresentation about your-
self for the purpose of getting laid.

7. Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very
high.

8. Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of
sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get
it.

9. Inoculatte: To take coffee intravenously when
you are running late.

10. Hipatitis: Terminal coolness.

11. Osteopornosis: A degenerate disease. (This
one got extra credit.)

12. Karmageddon: It's when everybody is sending
off all these really bad vibes, and then the
Earth explodes, and it's a serious bummer.

13. Decafalon: The grueling event of getting
through the day consuming only things that are
good for you.

14. Gilibido: All talk and no action.

15. Dopeler effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to
seem smarter when they come at you rapidly.

16. Arachnoleptic fit: The frantic dance performed
just after you've accidentally walked through a
spider web.

17. Beezebug: Satan in the form of a mosquito,
that gets into your bedroom at three in the
morning and cannot be cast out.

18. Caterpallor: The color you turn after finding half
a worm in the fruit you're eating.

— Thanks to Judi Koehn

Too Rough

A little girl asked her mother, “Can | go outside and
play with the boys?” Her mother replied, “No, you
can't play with the boys, they're too rough.”

The little girl thought about it for a few moments and
asked, “If I can find a smooth one, can | play with
him?:

— from ajokeaday via Internet
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March 2008

OARS Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7:15 AM Breakfast at
Nickelby's 600 Trosper
Rd
ARRL Intl DX Contest

ARRL Intl DX Contest 7:00 PM ARES Net FAPSKII Confest
DARC 10 Meter Digital 7:30 PM OARS Net oy Eenonics

Corona RSGB Commonwealth Contest
EA PSK31 Contest 7:00 PM ARES Net Deadline for Watts 10-10 Mobile QSO
N American RTTjY Sprint Part

7:30 PM OARS Net News Inputs Yy

RSGB Commonwealth .

Contest Russian DX Contest
QRP ARCI HF Grid 7:00 PM ARES Net BARTG Spring

Square Sprint 7:30 PM OARS Net RTTY Contest
Russian DX Contest
BARTG Spring BARTG Spring 7:00 PM ARES Net 7:00 PM OARS CQ WPX SSB

RTTY Contest RTTY Contest 7:30 PM OARS Net Meeting at EOC Contest
30 31 February April
CO WPX SSB SMTWTFS SMTWTFS

Q 34567 8 6 6 7 8 61011 13

Contest 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows on 2/19/2008




OARS Membership Application

T New Date

T Renewal ARRL member ?

Call Sign License class
Name
Address
City, St.
Home phone
Day phone
Email
Newsletter by Email? (yes/no)

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

If family membership, please attach above information for
each family member.

Sendto: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

OARS
PO BOX 2861

OLYMPIA WA 98507

OARS Mestin
Wednesday, February 27, 7:00 p.m.

“ DXpedition Show” — Lee Chambers

Emergency Operations Center
2703 Pacific Ave. SE

An Invitation

if youare a Hamwho has received this newsletter, but

are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially
invited to joinus. Submitthe membership application at
the leftto OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,
or bring itto an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed
Fitzgerald.

If the date
on your
address
label is

marked in

red, itis
timeto
renew!
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