
July 2005 WATTS NEWS — Page 1

 July 2005 Edited by KB6LE (George Lanning) 360-866-2185 
 email: oars@comcast.net website: http://olyham.org 

Watts Inside
! Email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

! OARS NET check-ins . . . . . . . 2

! Kittens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

! Treasurer’s Report . . . . . . . . . . 3

! Electricity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

! Alert!!! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

! WC7I Repeater working . . . . . . 4

! Inner Peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

! Presidential Greetings . . . . . . . . 5

! Kids’ Statements . . . . . . . . . . . 5

! Take Your HT to Work . . . . . . 5

! Headlines from 2029 . . . . . . . . 5

! What’s My Line? . . . . . . . . . . . 6

! OARS Picnic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

From the
Oval Shack
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Monthly Newsletter of the

Olympia Amateur Radio Society
P.O. Box 2861, Olympia, WA 98507

President’s
Message
Summer if upon us in full
force, and by the time you
read this, we will have
completed our operations
for the Capitol Lakefair

Parade. Thanks to everyone who contributed to
our Flea Market Table at SEA-PAC, the club
brought in another $378 for the treasury. I would
like to thank everyone who as-
sisted at the table, Fred, W7SIX,
Paul, N7GGX, and especially Tom
Owen, K7GUH, who is not even a
member of the club, but volun-
teered to take a load of things
down and worked the table. We
still have several items left that I
am going to try and sell on eBay
to add still more to our treasury.

The Olympia Amateur Radio So-
ciety has for a long time had an
active program run by Lee,
KI7SS, to get new people li-
censed into our hobby. However, I
recently became aware of a sta-
tistic that was shocking to me.
40% of all new hams never get on
the air. It seems to me that this is
a significant problem. These are
people who have taken the time
and effort to pass their license

exam, but have never been encouraged or
“Elmered” to get on the air.

As a ham who let his license lapse while raising a
family and then getting it back, I can tell you that
pushing the “Release To Listen” button the first time
can be a very intimidating experience, even if you
previously had many years operating experience. I
can only imagine how it must be to someone new.
Just getting through the array of equipment to select
your first rig, which is usually an HT, can be a
daunting experience. 

I would like to encourage every
one of us to actively mentor or
Elmer newcomers to our hobby
so they can become converts
who help encourage others to join
this fascinating and varied hobby.
Just think —  if we can get almost
twice as many people out spread-
ing the word, what this could do to
stop the decrease in the ranks of
licensed amateur radio operators. 

I think that the club also ought to
begin an active Elmering for those
whom we have recently helped to
get their licenses and make them
welcome not only on the air, but
at club meetings and other func-
tions. This is sometimes more
difficult than it sounds, because
you have to remember that we
are a group of people who like to
sit in a room by ourselves and

http://olyham.org
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License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
No walk-ins
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net 

OARS OFFICERS FOR 2005

President Ken Dahl K7TAG 534-9357
Vice President Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Secretary Chuck Lund K7VRE 319-8715
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WW 491-2289
Member at Large Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

KEY CONTACTS

RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KA4VVA 786-5500
OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208

Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793
Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7MG 753-1493
Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz

PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Node147.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

communicate with people who we cannot see.

If you know any new hams, invite them over and
show them your station. Let them take the mike
and talk to someone. If you hear a new call on the
repeater, say hello. If you see a new face at a club
meeting, introduce yourself. It is the responsibility
of all of us to help reverse the decline in the ranks
of Amateur Radio and help protect our spectrum.

As a parting comment, it is not too early to start
thinking about next year’s slate of officers. Nomi-
nations are coming up in October and we need to
be thinking about candidates for the positions to
run the club next year. 

73

— Ken, K7TAG

Email
Put in charge of organizing my friend’s baby
shower, I decided to send out invitations via email.
To let my husband know that he had baby-sitting
duty that day, I entered his name on the “copy to”
line.

Within minutes of sending the messages, I re-
ceived an email back from my husband. He wrote,
“Imagine my disappointment when I realized that
your invitation wasn’t sent only to me.”

He was referring to the “subject” line of my mes-
sage, which read “Lunch and a shower.”

— from David ZL3AI, via packet

OARS Net check-ins
The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times in the
month of June, 2005:

AA7YD AB7PS K7GUH K7OKC

K7VRE KA9AZD KB7DFL KB7GEG

KC7FEE KC7LA KD6ZBS KD7LJC

KD7RAT KD7TQW KD7UST KD7YXY

KI7SS N7GGX N7IVM N7JHJ

NX6W W7KDD W7LWB WB7ROZ

WC7I

Net control stations for the month were K7TAG,
WC7I, and K7VRE. Thank you for your support!!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

Kittens
A woman walked into a pet store. “I haven’t got
much money“ she told the clerk, “so I’d like to know
if you’ve got any kittens you’ll let go cheap.” “I’d let
them, Ma’am,” said the clerk, “but they generally
prefer to go “Meow.”
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Treasurer’s Report
As of 6/30/05

GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,702.58

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.35

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102.37

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,600.56

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previous balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 984.20

Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.86

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Ending balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 986.06

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

Electricity
Electricity originates inside clouds. There, it forms
into lightning, which is attracted to the Earth by
golfers. 

After entering the ground, the electricity hardens
into coal, which, when dug up by power compa-
nies and burned in big ovens called “generators,”
turns back into electricity... where it is transformed
by TV sets into commercials for beer, which
passes through the consumers and back into the
ground, thus completing what is known as a
“circuit.”

— Dave Barry, via packet from ZL3AI

Alert!!!  Alert!!!
We need your help!  A vital matter for Amateur
Radio has been introduced in Congress. House
Resolution 230 introduced by US Representative
Mike Ross, WD5DVR, calls on the FCC to compre-
hensively evaluate BPL’s interference potential
incorporating “extensive public review and com-
ment,” then to “reconsider and review” its new BPL
rules in the light of that public input.

ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, is calling for
League members (and others) to contact their
congressional representative to sign on as cospon-
sors of the non-binding measure. Haynie says that
Ross’s resolution only asks the FCC to do what it
should have done in the first place regarding BPL.

Rep. Ross says he is concerned about the evi-
dence submitted to the FCC that he believes
demonstrates the need to postpone any rules
regarding BPL deployment. Ross says passage of
HRes 230 would put the House on record as
“supporting a more careful study by the FCC of the
radio interference issue, especially as it relates to
public safety communications, and reconsideration
of the adequacy of the rules in light of this study.”

BPL is a Broadband RF signal which utilities are
seeking to put on distribution power lines to deliver
the Internet to residential homes. The theory is that
every home will then be able to hook up to broad-
band Internet over their own electrical lines.

THE PROBLEM?  The RF signal is heard as “hash
or buzzing” within tens, maybe hundreds of meters
from the overhead neighborhood power lines. Yes,
the RF signals will be heard from about 160 meters
through possibly 80 MHZ.

Heard? Yes! Big time! Tests have shown it to put
20 dB or more into your receiver. I liken it to parking
under high voltage power lines and trying to main-
tain a QSO. No way that can work.  The Access
BPL, as it is called, is just broadcast from that giant
antenna you see overhead...the power lines! Good-
bye HF ham radio! In addition, many public safety
services use the 30-50 MHz “low-VHF” band for
public safety communications. Tests have shown
the inability of BPL Companies to successfully
notch out these public safety and amateur frequen-
cies. The FCC has heretofore acted like a cheer-
leader, not a regulator. The whole thing has be-
come political. Good engineering (which BPL isn’t)
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doesn’t seem to count. So its time to use politics.
Enter House Resolution 230.

We need you to write your congressperson and
get him or her to join with Rep. Mike Ross of Ar-
kansas. We want to get as many Representatives
as possible to cosponsor House Res. 230.

There is a ton of information on the  ARRL web
site www.arrl.org. At the top where it says 
“Search site,” type in:  BPL and hit the green
“GO.” You can find a sample letter, but it would be
much better if you use your own words.
Congresspersons are listed in the front of almost
every phone book, or go to the United States
House of Representatives Web site and type in
your ZIP code to find out the name and address of
your Congressperson.

Ask your Congressperson to join with Represen-
tative Mike Ross as a cosponsor of House Res.
230. You merely want the FCC to take a fair look
at the interference to public safety and Amateur
Radio. To expedite delivery, send all correspon-
dence bound for Members of Congress —  prefer-
ably as an attachment — to hres230@arrl.org or
Fax it to 703-684-7594. The ARRL will bundle
correspondence addressed to each Member of
Congress for hand delivery.

— Greg Milnes, W7OZ, ARRL Northwestern Divi-
sion Director

WC7I Repeater Now
Working
The WC7I repeater started working again Thurs-
day June 23, 2005 at exactly 5:00 pm. Both the 2
meter repeater and the 440 repeater are now
operating normally. 

The real hero in this success story is Dan,
KB7DFL, who used superhuman strength and
years of experience to erect an antenna out over
the edge of the top of a water tower 88 feet from
the ground.

As you may know, the problem was getting a
coaxial cable from the antenna connection which
is 7 feet above the top of the tower down to the
ground.  An important requirement is that some-
thing must hold the coax every 10 feet or so to

keep it steady and to hold it up enough so the an-
tenna does not have to hold up the total weight of
the coax. 

Many ideas were discussed, including asking the
Thurston County SWAT team to rappel down the
side of the tower to apply plastic ties to an existing 4
inch drain pipe and the coax every 10 feet. The idea
that was finally chosen was to suspend two thin
steel cables with a diameter about the size of a
pencil from a hook. The hook was attached to a
welded steel standoff that holds the 4 inch drain
pipe on to the water tower about 6 feet from the top
of the tower. The coax was then attached every 10
feet to a series of flat aluminum pieces that go from
one thin cable to the other thin cable. Each flat alu-
minum piece holds onto each thin cable and to the
coax. The two steel cables hold the coax up every
10 feet and help to keep it steady.

This whole mechanism can be removed from the
side of the tower any time it is necessary to replace
the coax.

— from Steve WC7I

Inner Peace
By following the simple advice heard on a Dr. Phil
show, I have finally found inner peace. Dr. Phil
proclaimed the way to achieve inner peace is to
finish all the things you have started. So I looked
around the house to see the things I started and
hadn't finished; and before leaving the house this
morning, I finished off a bottle of Merlot, a bottle of
Pinot Gris, a bottle of Bailey’s, a bottle of Kalua, a
package of Oreos, the remainder of both Prozac
and Valium prescriptions, the rest of the cheese-
cake, some saltines and a box of chocolates.

You have no idea how good I feel! Please pass this
on to those you feel are in need of inner peace.

— from Judi Koehn
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Presidential Greetings
President George W. Bush has sent greetings
from the White House to everyone participating in
ARRL Field Day 2005.

“I send greetings to those celebrating the annual
Field Day for Amateur Radio, hosted by the Amer-
ican Radio Relay League. Across our country,
radio plays a vital role in relaying important infor-
mation to the public and emergency service
personnel in times of need,” the president said. 

“By providing emergency communications at the
federal, state, and local level, licensed Amateur
Radio operators help first responders and law
enforcement officials save lives and make our
country safer. Your efforts help ensure the right
assistance gets to the right people at the right
time. I appreciate all ham operators who give their
time and energy to help make our citizens more
secure. Your good work reflects the spirit of
America and contributes to a culture of responsi-
bility and citizenship that strengthens our nation.
Laura and I send our best wishes.”

— from the ARRL Letter

Kids’ Statements
— just a bit off track

• God bless America, thru the night with a light
from a bulb!

• Oh Susanna, don’t you cry for me, for I come
from Alabama with a band-aid on my knee!

• Give us this day our deli bread! Glory be to
the Father and to the Son and to the Whole
East Coast.

• We shall come to Joyce’s, bringing in the
cheese.

• Gladly, the consecrated, cross-eyed bear.

• He carrots for you.

• Yield not to Penn Station.

• Dust around the throne.

• Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
praise Him all creatures, HERE WE GO!

• Olive, the other reindeer, used to laugh and call
him names.

• While shepherds washed their socks by night.

• He socked me and boxed me with His redeem-
ing glove.

— from David, ZL3AI, via packet

Inaugural “Take Your
Handheld to Work Day” a
Success!
The Southeastern area of the country was the most
active on June 21 as the very first “Take Your HT to
Work Day” encouraged hams to share their enthu-
siasm with others during lunch hour.  While it was
impossible to cover all the repeaters, Echolink
nodes and frequencies that might have been used,
it’s clear from a sampling taken from across the
country that more than a few hams were “caught”
doing something nice for Amateur Radio.

— from the ARRL Letter

Headlines from the Year
2029
• Ozone created by electric cars now killing mil-

lions in the seventh largest country in the world,
Mexifornia, formerly known as California. White
minorities still trying to have English recognized
as Mexifornia’s third language.

• The spotted owl plague threatens Northwestern
United States crops and livestock.

• Baby conceived naturally. Scientists stumped.

• Couple petitions court to reinstate heterosexual
marriage.

• Last remaining Fundamentalist Muslim dies in
the American Territory of the Middle East (for-
merly known as Iran, Afghanistan, Syria and
Lebanon).
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• Iraq still closed off; physicists estimate it will
take at least 10 more years before radioactiv-
ity decreases to safe levels.

• France pleads for global help after being
taken over by Jamaica.

• Castro finally dies at age 112; Cuban cigars
can now be imported legally, but President
Chelsea Clinton has banned all smoking.

• George Z. Bush says he will run for President
in 2036.

• Postal Service raises price of first class
stamp to $17.89 and reduces mail delivery to
Wednesdays only.

• 85-year $75 billion study: Diet and exercise
are the keys to weight loss.

• Average weight of Americans drops to 250
lbs.

• Japanese scientists have created a camera
with such a fast shutter speed, they now can
photograph a woman with her mouth shut.

• Massachusetts executes last remaining con-
servative.

• Supreme Court rules punishment of criminals
violates their civil rights.

• Average height of NBA players now nine feet,
seven inches.

• New federal law requires that all nail clippers,
screwdrivers, fly swatters, and rolled-up
newspapers must be registered by January
2036.

• Congress authorizes direct deposit of for-
merly illegal political contributions to cam-
paign accounts.

• Capitol Hill intern indicted for refusing to have
sex with congressman.

• IRS sets minimum tax rate at 75 percent.

• Florida voters still having trouble with voting
machines.

— from David, ZL3AI, via packet

What’s My Line?
A furniture dealer from Newfoundland decided that
he wanted to expand the line of furniture in his
store, so he decided to go to Paris, France to see
what he could find. After arriving in Paris (this being
his first trip ever to the French capitol), he met with
some manufacturers and finally selected a line that
he thought would sell well back home in Newfound-
land. To celebrate the new acquisition, he decided
to visit a small bistro and have a glass of wine. As
he sat enjoying his wine, he noticed that the small
place was quite crowded, and that the one other
chair at his table was the only vacant seat in the
house.

Before long, a very beautiful young Parisian girl
came to his table, asked him something in French
(which he did not understand), and motioned
toward the chair. He invited her to sit down. He tried
to speak to her in English, but she did not speak his
language so, after a couple of minutes of trying to
communicate with her, he took a napkin and drew a
picture of a wine glass and showed it to her. She
nodded, and he ordered a glass of wine for her. 

After sitting together at the table for a while, he took
another napkin, and drew a picture of a plate with
food on it, and she nodded. They left the bistro and
found a quiet café that featured a small group
playing romantic music. They ordered dinner, after
which he took another napkin and drew a picture of
a couple dancing. She nodded, and they got up to
dance. They danced until the café closed and the
band was packing up.

Back at their table, the young lady took a napkin and
drew a picture of a four-poster bed. To this day, he
has no idea how she figured out he was in the
furniture business.

— from Joke of the Day, via Internet

OARS Picnic
Tentatively, the August meeting will be replaced by
the annual OARS picnic. Time and place will be
discussed at the July meeting.



August 2005
OARS CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

Pacific NW DX Con-
vention Portland
OR

7:15 AM Breakfast at Nickelby's
600 Trosper Rd

ARRL UHF Contest
Pacific NW DX Convention Portland

OR

Rally Sprints

ARRL UHF Contest

Pacific NW DX Conve-
ntion Portland OR

Rally Sprints

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

Deadline for
Watts News
Inputs

Worked All Europe
DX Contest CW

Worked All Europe
DX Contest CW

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

9:00 PM K6YR West
Coast Qualifying
Run

Intl Lighthouse &
Lightship Weekend

North American QSO
Party SSB

Intl Lighthouse &
Lightship Weekend

North American QSO
Party SSB

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

7:00 PM Regular OARS
meeting at Thurston

County Courthouse
replaced by OARS

Picnic for August

Hawaii QSO Party
CW/Phone/RTTY/
PSK31

Hawaii QSO Party
CW/Phone/RTTY/
PSK31

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed
CW Net 3.68 MHz

July
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

September
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Printed by KB6LE on 7/13/2005



O A R S  Meeting
Wednesday, July 27, 7 PM

“Program to be determined”

Thurston County Courthouse
Building 1, Room 152

OARS Membership Application

ìì  New Date_________________
ìì  Renewal ARRL member ?______
Call Sign ___________ License class _________

Name _________________________________

Address _________________________________

City, St. __________________ZIP____________

Home phone ____________________________

Day phone ____________________________

Email ____________________________

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

If family membership, please attach above information for
each family member.

Send to: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

An Invitation

If you are a Ham who has received this newsletter, but
are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially

invited to join us. Submit the membership application at
the left to OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,
or bring it to an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed

Fitzgerald.

OARS
PO BOX 2861
OLYMPIA WA 98507

If the date
on your
address
label is
marked in
red, it is
time to
renew!
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