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From the
Oval Shack

like I have more family now.

Field Day was a blast and | can
say will be so much better and
bigger next year. One of my big-
gest regrets was not being able to
make it out to support the ARES
field day. One of the primary
goals of this field day was making
a public relations booth. There
was a tremendous amount of
support there! In following up with
our contacts and new ham pros-
pects one thing has become very
clear to me. There are a lot of
people who would like to do this
hobby, but feel some what over-
whelmed with the amount of infor-
mation there is to know. “What is
packet?” “How do | hook it up?”
“APRS — where do | plug in the
gps?” “Can you get shocked?”
“What if | goof up?”

From where | sit it is clear we
need new members and need to
grow. | would like to see more

| have had an absolute
blast being involved in
Ham radio. Looking back
at the past year | have
made so many friends. If
we are not good friends
yet we soon will be, | enjoy
getting to know everyone.
There are so many great
people involved in this hobby. In many ways | feel
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meetings like our Antenna class. Back to the ba-
sics. | would love to see the EImer concept work
more in our club. | am going to begin a recruiting
campaign. You will see me in the mall, at fairs, etc.
Who wants to come and join me? | know of 5 hams
studying for their license from our Field Day effort. If
you want to teach a class, call me, or better yet call
Lee KI7SS. We also are going to get our tower
trailer up to snuff this summer and hopefully make a
second one for a 20 meter beam. This will be fun!

Last but not least, we are needed
to assist in Lakefair. This is a
great opportunity to serve and
sharpen our skills.

Let's get involved and get out
there and have some fun!

— Bart Tirrell

Section Staff
Openings

This message is being sent on
behalf of SM Elect Jim Pace,
K7CEX.

October 1 will be here sooner
than we think and | am in the
process of not only training, but
preparing the section staff per-
sonnel for what | hope will be a
busy but exciting next two years.
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Two of our most dedicated and dependable
Hams, in Western Washington, have decided to
retire from their section leadership positions. Mary
and Harry Lewis have worked hard for many years
and have been some of the most important “spark
plugs” in our section’s development and progress
and they have set the bar pretty high; their retire-
ment is well deserved.

The following positions will need to be filled by
October 1, 2007:

Section Technical Coordinator
Section Affiliated Clubs Coordinator
Official Observer Coordinator

If you have any interest in any of the above posi-
tions, please contact me at the address, email or
phone in the signature block of this message. Job
Descriptions for these positions are available at
www.arrl.org.

Ed Bruette has agreed to remain as Assistant
Section Manager, which will be very helpful —
especially during the transition period. Lee Cham-
bers (SGL), Ken Dahl (SEC), Bill Frazier (STM)
and Bruce Miller (PIC) have all agreed to stay on
in their current positions.

Western Washington Section cannot be managed
by any one individual; it takes a team. If you would
like to be part of that team, let me know — I'd love

OARS OFFICERS FOR 2007
President Bart Tirrell AB7AX 570-8949
Vice President Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
Secretary Paul Taylor KC7LA 866-0683
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WW 491-2289
Member at Large Fred Baker W7SIX 357-2662
KEY CONTACTS
RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KA4VWA 786-5500
OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208
Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793
Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
OARS Website George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7MG 753-1493

Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352

REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz

PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY NGd4&.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
Walk-ins allowed
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net

to talk with you.
73, and have a good rest of the summer
Jim Pace K7CEX

Asst. Section Manager, Western Washington Sec-
tion

Bad Words

It was the first day of school after summer vacation.
The kids had all arrived in the high school sopho-
more English class, and were chatting away,
making new friends. Then In walked a very stern
looking English teacher and a hush fell over the
room as the kids scurried to their seats.

The stern teacher silently panned his gaze across
all the kids. After about a minute or so, he spoke:
“From the outset, | want you all to know that there
are two words that are absolutely unacceptable in
this classroom. You cannot use them as you recite,
or in any of your papers, tests, or homework. Using
these words even once, will get you a failing grade
for the quarter. The first one is ‘gross’ And the other
one is ‘cool’ Are there any questions?”

After a few moments of silence, this gawky teen at
the back of the room raises his hand, and the
teacher calls upon him. In a pubescent croaking
voice, the kid asks “So, what are they?”

— from JokeADay via Internet

July 2007 WATTS NEWS — Page 2




Alternative to Very Low
Ohm, High Wattage
Resistors

Some time ago a 0.05 ohm current sensing
resistor for the ammeter in one of my power
supplies failed, and it seemed as if the availability
of these devices, in small quantities, had vanished
from the earth. Who wants 50 of these items?

As a temporary fix, | used a short length of 3/32
inch Silicon Bronze Brazing Rod. The brazing
current range for this size rod is 40 — 100 amps
and the supply was rated for 16 amps continuous,
20 amps ICS.

The resistance of 12 inches of the rod is about 0.6
ohms, but by adjusting the resistor in series with
the ammeter a piece about 6 inches long was
tried and found to be acceptable.

The “temporary” fix has now been in service for
about eleven years.

Note: The ammeter was saved by a protective
diode | had added sometime previously.

— Ben Bennett, N7IVM

Kenwood Purported to
Merge with JVC in 2008

A consumer electronic magazine, This Week in
Consumer Electronics (TWICE), reports that
Kenwood has agreed to merge in 2008 with Victor
Company of Japan (JVC) under a holding com-
pany. JVC is owned by Matsushita Electric Indus-
trial Company.

Japan's Nikkei business newspaper reports that
the final details should be worked out by the end of
the month, and that under the plan, Kenwood will
buy 20 billion yen ($161,469,466) in JVC shares

as early as this summer, raising its stake to 13
percent. Matsushita will also sell part of its 52.7
percent of JVC to Kenwood's top shareholder, the
Sparx Group. When JVC and Kenwood integrate
operations under the holding company in 2008,

Matsushita will sell the rest of its JVC shares to the
holding company to complete the transaction.

The holding company’s stock will be listed instead
of Kenwood and JVC, according to Nikkei. Com-
bined, Kenwood's and JVC's sales are 7.3 billion
dollars annually for their fiscal year that ended
March 31.

Treasurer’s Report

As of 6/30/07

GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previousbalance ... .................. $ 3,039.57
Income .......... ... 0.61
Expenses .......... ... 164.48

Endingbalance .. .....................

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previousbalance . .. .................. $1,003.19
Income . ........ .. ... 2.53
Expenses .......... . ... . 0.00

Endingbalance . ......................

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7WW, Treasurer

500 kHz Experiment

Hello All,

In the latest issue of QEX there is an article with the
above title which is of considerable interest, | think,
to those concerned with emergency communica-
tions.

With the changes in the Marine International Dis-
tress setup the 600 meter band [ 495 - 510 kHz ]
has fallen into disuse. This band is of particular
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interest to Radio Amateurs for a number of rea-
sons including:

a] Ultra-reliable emergency communications via
ground wave,

b] Unique propagation and noise environment,
and

c] Experimental work with antennas, modulation
and signal processing.

The experimental group has an informative web
page at http://Mmww.500kc.com which mentions
further sources of information.

— 73 de N7IVM, Ben

OARS Net check-ins

The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times on the
dates of June 5,12,0or 19:

AA7YD  AB7AX AB7PS  ACTMG
K7TAG KB6LE KB7DFL  KB7RAT
KC7CKO KC7FEE KC7LA KD7AVI
KD7TQW KD/WXL KE7EJJ  KE7JTU
KI7CQ KI7SS NSMUR  N7IVM
N7WK N7WW NX6W W7CBY
W7DFE  WY7RLL WB7ROZ WCTI

Net control stations reporting for the month were
K7TAG, KB7DFL, and WC7I. Thank you for your
support!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

Books to Read

« “Home Maintenance” by Duane Pipe

*  “Growing Up in the Balkans” by Hugo Slav-
ia

e “lrish Winter Tales” by Pete Moss

e ‘“Increase Your Brain Power” by Sarah
Bellum

» “Looking Into the Wishing Well” by Eileen Do-
ver

« “How to Write a Mystery Novel” by Page Turn-
er

« ‘| Got Away With Murder” by Scott Free
« “Winning Big” by Jack Potts

« “Vacation spot in the Tropics” by Sandy
Beech

« “l always Enjoy the Darkness” by Gladys
Knight

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet

FCC Responds to ARRL’s
BPL Brief

On Monday, July 2, the FCC filed its reply brief with
the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit. The FCC attempted to rebut the ARRL’s
challenge to the FCC’s Broadband over Power Line
(BPL) rules enacted in late 2004 and affirmed by
the agency in 2006. According to ARRL General
Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, “The FCC's brief does
not accurately describe ARRL's arguments con-
cerning harmful interference.”

Given what is in essence a 100 percent probability
of interference from BPL systems to fixed and
mobile HF facilities at significant distances from
power lines, Imlay said Section 301 of the Commu-
nications Act does not allow unlicensed BPL sys-
tems to operate in the HF bands. “Basically, Sec-
tion 301 says you can not operate a radio frequency
emitting device without a license. The legislative
purpose of Section 301 is clearly to avoid interfer-
ence. FCC’s Part 15 rules have assumed that
certain very low power devices and systems can
operate without predictable interference, thus
allowing them to operate without a license, notwith-
standing Section 301. But with BPL, the FCC has
ignored conclusive record evidence which shows
that there will be, and in fact our experience conclu-
sively demonstrates, that BPL causes severe
interference to licensed services,” Imlay said.

The FCC claims that it has the authority to permit
unlicensed BPL under Section 302 of the Act; this
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section allows the FCC to regulate the interfer-
ence potential of RF devices. What Section 302
does not do, Imlay said, is to create a loophole in,
or modify, or invalidate Section 301.

“It is the ARRL's position,” Imlay said, “that the
FCC can regulate and authorize BPL with certain
safeguards, consistent with the terms of Section
301; however, the FCC simply cannot honestly
maintain the position that BPL has an inherently
low interference potential. It has a high interfer-
ence potential, and the rules they have enacted to
date are woefully inadequate and insufficient to
address it.” The ARRL has long maintained that
BPL, when not adequately “notched,” causes
harmful interference to Amateur Radio operations.
In its brief, the FCC claims BPL does not cause
significant interference and the Courts must defer
to the FCC'’s expertise to decide this issue.

ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner,
K1ZZ, said, “The FCC misrepresents the ARRL's
position as being that the FCC has no authority to
allow unlicensed devices that pose any risk what-
soever of causing interference to licensed ser-
vices. That's not our position at all. Our position is
that the FCC possessed clear evidence, at the
time it made its BPL decisions, that the limits it
was adopting would allow the deployment of BPL
systems with a near-100 percent probability of
causing harmful interference to radio receivers
hundreds of feet from the power lines. Yet, despite
this evidence it characterized the likelihood of
harmful interference as ‘low.”

The brief goes on to say that, in the FCC's view,
mobile stations and fixed stations are protected
against harmful interference from BPL. But with
respect to mobile stations complaining of interfer-
ence, the FCC requires only that BPL operators
reduce the radiated emission levels to 20 dB be-
low the Part 15 maximum levels for radiated emis-
sions. This, in the HF bands, still permits BPL
noise at levels that preclude communications
entirely. It offers mobile stations no protection
whatsoever, Imlay stated.

Sumner explained, “The FCC claims that it contin-
ues to protect mobile stations from harmful inter-
ference, but it does so simply by defining what-
ever interference a mobile station might encounter
from a notched BPL system as not harmful! None
of the steps to limit the interference potential of
BPL systems that the FCC took in this rulemaking

proceeding reduce the likelihood of interference to
the amateur service, and to this day the FCC has
declined to enforce its rules even when protracted
violations and interference have been documented.

The FCC's brief also attempted to justify its pre-
sumption that a BPL radiated interfering signal de-
cays at a rate of 40 dB per decade of distance. “A
‘decade of distance’ is a factor of 10,” Imlay ex-
plained. "For example, if a victim receiver moves
from 3-30 feet from the power lines (10 times far-
ther away), that is one decade of distance. For
each decade of distance, the FCC believes that
there is a 40 dB signal decay. In the HF bands,
however, the evidence in the record shows that the
signal decay is closer to 20 dB than 40 dB per de-
cade of distance from the power lines. The FCC's
brief claimed that there was conflicting evidence on
the subject, but ARRL's view is that the FCC mere-
ly avoided consideration of the overwhelming evi-
dence favoring the more conservative decay fac-
tor.”

Imlay said the ARRL has asked the Court to order
the FCC to “rethink the rules governing BPL and for
the first time to take into account the evidence on
the record concerning harmful interference to Ama-
teur Radio.” ARRL's reply brief is due for filing with
the Court July 28, 2007. There is no date set yet for
oral argument before the three-judge panel in
Washington, DC.

— from the ARRL Letter

Amateur Radio Now Legal in

all Texas Public Schools

In what can only be termed a huge victory for the
future of Amateur Radio in Texas, Governor Rick
Perry signed Senate Bill 11 (SB11) into law in June.
Among many disaster response specifications, the
new law contains two important Amateur Ra-
dio-related provisions: State employees who are
ham radio operators may to take up to 10 days of
paid leave while participating in a disaster response
or training exercise, and Amateur Radio is now
allowed in all Texas public schools.

A single sentence in Article 2 of SB11 modifies the
legal definition of a banned paging device by adding
the following ham radio exception: “The term does
not include an Amateur Radio under the control of
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an operator who holds an Amateur Radio Station
License issued by the Federal Communications
Commission.”

Texas is the first state to enact such a sweeping
change allowing school-based ham radio pro-
grams statewide. It is hoped that similar mea-
sures will be enacted in other states. Local clubs
in Texas are urged to contact their school boards
and encourage them to bring school policies re-
garding student possession of RF devices into
compliance with the new law.

A decades-old provision in the Texas Education
Code (Section 37.082) long ago granted Texas
schools blanket authority to ban student posses-
sion of all RF devices, including ham radios. The
old law was originally enacted with the best of
intentions, but had unintended negative conse-
guences both for student safety and for the cause
of Amateur Radio. More than 20 years ago Texas
— like many states at the time — passed a law
granting schools sweeping authority to ban stu-
dent possession of “paging devices.” The original
intent of the law was to prevent on-campus drug
dealers from communicating with one another
using how-obsolete numeric pagers. Cut off their
communication, the logic went, and drugs on
campus would be seriously curtailed.

The old law broadly defined a prohibited “paging
device” as any RF device which had the ability to
vibrate, emit a sound, display a message, or in
any way convey a communication to the pos-
sessor. There was no exception for school-based
Amateur Radio programs or clubs. Practically all
Texas schools immediately exercised their newly
granted right by banning all RF devices to the
maximum extent allowed by law — and some-
times to a greater extent than the law allowed.

The result of the old law was that in most Texas
schools, starting a ham radio club was simply out
of the gquestion. Existing ham radio programs
were even removed from some San Antonio area
schools as a direct result of the old law.

Although schools can still have basic rules of
classroom decorum to insure that ham radio ac-
tivities do not disturb academic instruction, SB 11
effectively puts ham radio programs on the same
legal footing with all other student-initiated clubs
and activities. Texas school teachers are now free
to start ham radio programs. Students are now
free to form school-based ham radio clubs. Indi-

vidual students who have a ham license are even
legally allowed to possess ham radios at school
regardless of whether a club exists yet. SB11 takes
effect on September 1.

James Alderman, KF5SWT
— from the ARRL Letter

Interpreting Hotel Brochures

e« OdWordCharm .................... No bath
e Tropical ......... ... Rainy
e« Majesticsetting ........... A long way from town
e Optionsgalore ............. Nothing is included
e Secluded hideaway . ........... Impossible to find
o Preregisteredrooms .......... Already occupied
e« Exploreonyourown ........... Pay for it yourself
e Noextrafees .............. Outrageous charge
e Standard ............ ... .. ..., Sub-standard
o Deluxe.......... ... ... L. Standard
e SUperior.................. One free shower cap
e COZY . Small
o Allthe amenities .......... Two free shower caps
e Plush ................. Top and bottom sheets
* Gentle breezes . . .. ... Occasional gale-force winds
e Lightandairy ............... No air conditioning
e Picturesque ................ Theme park nearby
« Concierge .......... Stand with tourist brochures
« Continental breakfast ............... Free muffin

— from David ZL3Al via packet
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August 2007

OARS Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
July September —
SMTWTF S SMTWTE S 7:1g$|\4r%rszaekrf%amucke|bys
25131‘1112121471 234567% on
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 N Amer QSO Party CW
gg gg 5411 25 26 27 28 ég %‘71 %g %g gg gé %g Tet‘l';;etr;lntl Summer Phone QSO
ARRL UHF Contest 7:00 PM ARES Net Deadline for Watts Worked All Europe
N Amer QSO Party CW 7:30 PM OARS Net News Inputs DX Contest CW
Ten-Ten Intl Summer
Phone QSO Party
Worked All Europe 7:00 PM ARES Net 9:00 PM West Coast ARRL 10 GHz and Up
DX Contest CW 7:30 PM OARS Net Qualifying Run Contest
N Amer QSO Party SSB
Russian District Award
Contest CW/SSB
ARRL 10 GHz and Up 7:00 PM ARES Net 7:00 PM OARS ALARA Contest
Contest 7:30 PM OARS Net Meeting at South Cw/ssB
N Amer QSO Party SSB Bay Fire Station Hawaii QSO Party CW/
Russian District Award Phone/RTTY/PSK31
Contest CW/SSB
ALARA Contest 7:00 PM ARES Net
CW/SSB 7:30 PM OARS Net
Hawaii QSO Party CW/
Phone/RTTY/PSK 31

=
Printed by KB6LE on 7/16/2007




OARS Membership Application

T New Date

T Renewal ARRL member ?
Call Sign License class
Name
Address
City, St.
Home phone
Day phone
Email
Newsletter by Email? (yes/no)

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

If family membership, please attach above information for
each family member.

Sendto: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

OARS
PO BOX 2861

OLYMPIA WA 98507

OARSM eetin(()g
Wednesday, June 27, 7:30 p.m

“ OARS Repeater System,
Present and Future”
Ken Dahl, K7TAG

South Bay Fire Station

An Invitation

If you are a Ham who has received this newsletter, but

are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially
invited to join us. Submit the membership application at
the left to OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,
or bring it to an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed
Fitzgerald.

If the date
on your
address
label is

marked in

red, itis
timeto
renew!
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