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(From the Oval Corner)

Our next meeting should
be fun! It will be our first at
the South Bay Fire Station,
at 3506 Shincke Road NE.
To get there from down-
town Olympia, take 4"
Street and drive East, and
stay to the left. This will
merge you onto the West end of Martin Way. As
soon as you're on Martin Way, make a left and

drive to South Bay Road NE, and make a right.
Drive about two miles. You'll find

From the
Oval Shack

Puyallup hamfest and, hopefully, sold 200 plates! If
they do, at $10 per plate profit, we'll have $2k in the
treasury, and will need to discuss the future of the
endeavor. Will we do in at Seaside, for example?
How about advertising it in QST?

At our last meeting, Steve provided some details on
a multi-element vertical “beam” that, with only four
elements, can provide us with 10+ db of antenna
gain. As 3 db is like a doubling of transmitter power,
10 db is like having a 1000 Waitt amplifier! That's
worth the trouble!

This coming meeting’s agenda will include a
DXpedition videotape, a raffle,

a convenience center —a gas cookies and apple cider, plenty of
Zﬁg?:/t itgr;;g )i(c,ogrh:ﬁgk;lg(t)a g Watts |l nside time for conversation, a brief pre-

. ’ sentation on electronics funda-
make a left and drive about two 1 GOKItS. o oovoooeee o > [ mentals, and discussion of up-
blocks to the fire station, which coming events like the marathon
will be on your ”,ght' Drive just I AnAnima Fictionary ....... 3 (this year it has a totally new
past the fire station and make a course.)
right into the parking lot. Come to ! TreasurersReport .......... 3
the main entrance; the meeting 73,
room is on the right. I Politics ................... 3 — Lee, KI7SS
Last month we charged four com- 1o d cedi 4 —_——
mittees, and I'm interested in find- - Viorsecodeprocesding -
ing out what each committee’s U TheWig .ooooooooe 4 O A R S DU es
been doing. There’s a picnic com-
mittee, a callsign Ilcensg plate I OARSNet Check-ins......... 5 If you haven't yet renewed your OARS
Commlttee' aPR Cpmmlttee, and membership for 2006, do it now to
a Field Day committee. We'll be I “Hello” Campaign .......... 5 avoid being dropped from the roster.
looking for reports from the chair
of each committee. Of the four, I RetireeQUiz ............... 6 ———
the call sign license plate commit-
tee will be most interesting, as
they’ll have participated in the
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Go Kits

When another disaster on the scale of Hurricane
Katrina comes along, the League will be able to
deploy “ham gear ready to go,” thanks to manufac-
turers’ donations of Amateur Radio gear, ARRL
members’ generous monetary contributions and a
federal grant. The ARRL Ham Aid-sponsored “Go
Kits” now being assembled at League Headquar-
ters are the third leg of a program that's already
reimbursed certain out-of-pocket expenses for
ham radio hurricane zone volunteers and helped
restore Amateur Radio backbone infrastructure
along the US Gulf Coast.

“To me, this is a first step in ramping up ARRL's
ability to support Amateur Radio volunteers in the
field before the next big disaster hits,” says ARRL
Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, KIMMH.
“It won't replace or supplant anything that's already
on the ground and working well, but it will strength-
en it and add flexibility to Amateur Radio’s overall
response capabilities.” The equipment and cash
donations, coupled with a grant from the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Service (CNCS),
will mean Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES) field volunteers will never go without in
terms of equipment. Hobart says $25,000 in Ham
Aid funds have been set aside for the Go Kits.

The Go Kits will enable the League to loan out
needed equipment on a moment’s notice. Emer-
gency Communications Specialist Harry Abery,
AB1ER, spends his days at ARRL Headquarters
securely stowing various equipment complements
in rugged, waterproof Pelican 1650 containers.

“The idea is that this makes it easy to ship,”
explains Abery, “and since they're less than 50
pounds apiece, they'll be able to go by air if neces-
sary.” Flooding won't be an issue. “You can throw
them in the water, and they'll float,” he adds.

So far, Abery says, there’s an HF Kit, a VHF/UHF
Kit, a Handheld Transceiver Kit and a Support Kit
— seven of each, and more on the way. He and
other League staffers consulted with volunteers
who'd been in the field during Hurricane Katrina to
find out what gear served them best or what they
wished they'd had but didn't.

The HF Kit contains a 100-W HF transceiver, a
microphone and a power supply. The VHF/UHF Kit
includes a dual-band mobile transceiver, power
supply, headset, 10 handheld transceivers and a
supply of alkaline batteries. In the Handheld Trans-

ceiver Kit are eight dual-band handheld transceivers
and antennas plus a stock of extra batteries. The
Support Kit includes a length of BuryFlex 213 coax-
ial cable, rope, 15-foot jumper cables with battery
clamps at one end and an Anderson Powerpole on
the other. The kit includes various fittings and
adapters to connect to the power distribution unit
and to make RF feed line connections. Al kits con-
tain any necessary manuals. Packed in a separate
container, appropriate antennas and antenna ac-
cessories will accompany a given Kkit.

More than two dozen members of the Amateur
Radio industry and individual radio amateurs con-
tributed equipment last year for use in the Hurricane
Katrina relief effort
http:/mww.arrl.org/news/stories/2005/09/09/105/.

Citing Amateur Radio’s favorable treatment in re-
cent US House Subcommittee and White House
reports on the Hurricane Katrina response, Hobart
said it's imperative to sustain and enhance ham
radio’s emergency communication capabilities for
the future. “Disasters happen to be one place Ama-
teur Radio can shine,” she pointed out. “We need to
maintain a high level of readiness to do those things
that are second nature to ARES members but that
the public is just coming to recognize.”

Making the Go Kits available to ARES teams, Ho-
bart says, will help to cement Amateur Radio’s
position as a community resource. “We want to be
able to ensure that we have the personnel and the
equipment,” she said. “With a disaster of this mag-
nitude we need to be ready.”

ARRL continues to solicit Ham Aid donations to
help maintain and sustain the League’s ability to
support Amateur Radio volunteers in the field.
League members can contribute to Ham Aid via the
secure ARRL Development Office donation Web
site
https:/Amww.arrl.org/forms/development/donations/b
asic/. Simply click “Ham Aid” and complete the
on-line form.

— from the ARRL Letter

March 2006 WATTS NEWS — Page 2



An Animal Fictionary

. Aardvark: How to succeed in Sveden.

«  Antelope: What happens when your mother's
sister runs off to get married.

«  Avoidable: What cowardly matadors try to do.
«  Billy club: A night spot for goats.

e  Catalog; A record kept on cows and bulls.

e Cobra: A brassiere for Siamese twins.

»  Dreadlocks: Fear of smoked salmon.

«  Fly ball: A dance for bugs.

»  Information: How geese fly.

e Monkey: What unlocks doors in monasteries.

¢ Mushroom: A place where Eskimos train their
dogs.

. Paraffin: What's on the sides of a fish.
. Polecat: A feline from Warsaw.

. Protestants: Worker ants out to overthrow the
queen.

e Shampoo: A fake bear.

«  Wholesale: Where a gopher goes to buy a
new home.

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet

OARS OFFICERS FOR 2006

President Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
Vice President Sharon Kinder N7SSD 943-6187
Secretary Tom Bohon KE7EJJ 786-4211
Treasurer Ed Fitzgerald N7WwW 491-2289
Member at Large Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
KEY CONTACTS
RFI Committee Ghery Pettit N6TPT 412-1340
Repeater Committee Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
Club License Trustee Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
Information Net Duane Braford WB7ROZ 412-1902
ARES Net Tom Dennis KAAWA 786-5500
OLY Packet Node Larry Ikenberry K7APT 943-7208
Rick Taylor K7CAH 943-6793
Packet BBS George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Newsletter George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
OARS Website George Lanning KB6LE 866-2185
Classes Lee Chambers KI7SS 866-0236
License Exams Klaus Neubert AC7TMG 753-1493
Equip. Custodian Larry Watkinson KC7CKO 943-4352
REPEATERS: 147.36 MHz 224.46 MHz 441.40 MHz
PACKET: 145.07 MHz OLY Nad&.40 BBS

Membership is open to all interested radio amateurs.
Yearly dues are: $20 for individual, $25 for family.

License Exam Sessions
6:00 pm before each monthly OARS meeting
Walk-ins allowed
To apply contact Klaus Neubert 753-1493
oars-ve@comcast.net

Treasurer’'s Report
As of 2/28/06

GENERAL FUND (checking account)

Previousbalance ... .................. $2,180.50
Income ........ . ... ... 359.42
Expenses .......... . ... 89.00

Endingbalance . ...................... 2.450.92

REPEATER / PACKET FUND (savings account)

Previousbalance . .. ......... ... .. ..... $ 990.62
Income . ....... . ... 0.00
Expenses ........... ... .. 0.00

Endingbalance . .............. ... ....... 990.62

— Ed Fitzgerald, N7TWW, Treasurer

Politics

“It has been said that politics is the second oldest
profession.”

“I have learned that it bears a striking resemblance
to the first.”

— Ronald Reagan
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FCC noncommittal on
“Morse code” proceeding

Just when the FCC will act on the “Morse code”
proceeding, WT Docket 05-235, remains hazy.
The Commission released a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making and Order (NPRM&O) last July
proposing to eliminate the Element 1 (5 WPM)
Morse code requirement for all license classes.
The Amateur Radio community filed more than
3800 comments on the proceeding, and additional
comments continue to show up, even though the
formal comment deadline was last fall. The next —
and most-anticipated — step for the Commission
is to formally adopt any revisions to its rules and
conclude the proceeding with a Report and Order
(R&O) that spells out the changes and specifies
their effective date.

“There really is no news,” an FCC Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) staffer told
ARRL this week on background. “We certainly
hope to release WT Docket 05-235 sometime this
year, but we’re not making any predictions at this
time.” The WTB staffer indicated there would be
no “big announcements” at the Dayton Hamven-
tion FCC Forum either.

Beyond eliminating the Morse requirement, the
FCC declined in its NPRM&O to go forward with
any other suggested changes to Amateur Service
licensing rules or operating privileges.

The proceeding began with 18 petitions for rule
making — many just calling for the elimination of
the Morse requirement but some asking for more
far-reaching changes in the Amateur Service
rules. The various petitions attracted a total of
some 6200 comments. The FCC subsequently
consolidated the petitions — including one from
the ARRL asking the FCC to establish a new
entry-level license class and to retain the Morse
requirement for Amateur Extra class applicants —
into a single proceeding designated WT 05-235.

Worth noting is that the FCC did not propose in
WT 05-235 to extend HF privileges to current
Technician licensees who have not passed a
Morse code examination. In its NPRM&O the FCC
suggested that in a no-Morse-requirement regime,
such “codeless Techs” would be able to gain HF
access by taking the Element 3 General class
written examination.

Before it releases an R&O on the Morse code pro-
ceeding, however, the WTB wants to wrap up ac-
tion in another Amateur Radio-related docket — the
“Phone Band Expansion” (or “Omnibus”) NPRM in
WT Docket 04-140, released last April 15. A dozen
petitions for rulemaking, some dating back to 2001,
were consolidated in the Omnibus proceeding. In
that NPRM, the Commission proposed to go along
with the ARRL’s Novice refarming plan aimed at
reallocating the current Novice/Tech Plus subbands
to expand portions of the 80, 40 and 15 meter
phone bands. The FCC also agreed with an ARRL
proposal to extend privileges in the current General
CW-only HF subbands to present Novice and Tech
Plus licensees (or Technicians with Element 1
credit).

Any FCC decision to eliminate the 5 WPM Morse
code requirement for HF access would have no
impact on either the current HF CW-only subbands
or on the CW privileges of Amateur Radio licens-
ees. The Morse code proceeding neither put for-
ward nor recommended any changes in CW alloca-
tions or privileges.

— ARRL Bulletin ARLB003

The Wig

While my friend was working as a receptionist for
an eye surgeon, a very angry woman stormed up to
her desk.

“Someone stole my wig while | was having surgery
yesterday,” she complained.

The doctor came out and tried to calm her down. I
assure you that no one on my staff would have
done such a thing,” he said. “why do you think it
was taken here?”

“After the operation, | noticed the wig | was wearing
was cheap-looking and ugly.”

“I think,” explained the surgeon gently, “that means
your cataract operation was a success.”

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet
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OARS Net check-ins

The following stations checked in on the OARS
General Information Net one or more times in the
month of February 2006:

AA7TYD  AB7PS K5IN K5IN

K7GUH K7VRE K7ZRK KA4VVA
KB6LE KB7DFL KC7CKO KCYFEE

KC7LA KC70QJ KD7MHC KD7TQW
KD7YXY KE7BBX KE7BYZ KE7CFA

KE7EJJ  KI7SS NSMUR  N6TPT
N7GGX  N7IVM N7JHJ NX6W

WT7SIX WC7I

Net control stations for the month were KB7DFL,
WCT7I, and K7VRE. Thank you for your support!!

The net meets at 7:30 every Tuesday evening on
the 3 linked OARS repeaters: 147.36, 224.46, and
441.40 MHz. All Hams are invited to check in.

“Hello” Campaign to Put
Friendly, Inviting Face on
Amateur Radio

A new ARRL public relations campaign set to
launch this April will cast Amateur Radio in the light
of the 21st century and focus on its universal
appeal, even in today’s already technology-rich
society. At the same time, the “Hello” campaign
will note the 100th anniversary of what many
historians consider the first voice radio broadcast

in 1906 by Reginald Fessenden.

“It is quite simply the largest PR campaign that
ham radio has ever attempted,” says ARRL Media
and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP.
Built around the word “Hello,” the coordinated
campaign will set “a positive, upbeat tone that
highlights the international capabilities of Amateur
Radio,” he explained.

One aim of the “Hello” campaign will be to reframe
Amateur Radio within a contemporary context.
“ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, was

correct in stating that the Main Street of today is not
the same as the Main Street of yesteryear,” Pitts
went on to say. “To reach out today, the very first
requirement is that Amateur Radio operators be
perceived as friendly and trustworthy. That's a true
public relations goal and the prime focus of the cam-

paign.”

Pitts says it's not helpful to lament the time in de-
cades past when Amateur Radio grew pretty much
on its own, without too much effort on the part of
clubs and individuals. “Only our combined, effective
action will do that today,” Pitts says. “This cam-
paign will give hams the tools they need to reach
out in their communities to non-hams and influence
their perception of Amateur Radio.”

The national “Hello” campaign can bring curious
people into contact with ham radio groups, but it will
be up to local radio amateurs to make them truly
welcome, Pitts maintains.

The “Hello” campaign is designed to gain momen-
tum as the year progresses. Components will in-
clude the release of public service announcements
for use by radio and TV broadcasters and a video
for meetings, presentations and even broadcast.
Other highlights will include a “Hello” campaign
Web site and special operating events. The high
point of the “Hello” campaign will come in Decem-
ber on the centennial of Fessenden’s first radio
broadcast.

History recalls that the Canadian-born and edu-
cated Fessenden, using an early alternator, trans-
mitted the first audio radio broadcast from his labo-
ratory in Brant Rock, Massachusetts. Radio opera-
tors aboard ships at sea — tipped off in advance to
be listening for something special — were as-
tounded to hear Fessenden’s broadcast that in-
cluded the scientist and inventor playing “O Holy
Night” on the violin and reading a Bible passage.

The campaign will show that despite the Internet
and other technologies, the possibility of being able
to talk with everyday people around the world and
sometimes in exotic locales — coupled with the
surprise, art and uncertainty of DXing — remains a
major attraction for Amateur Radio. The “Hello”
campaign also will take advantage of likely FCC
action this year to drop the Morse code requirement
at least for General class applicants.

“We all say we want to make a change for the
better for Amateur Radio and get others interested,”
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Pitts said. “This is the time, this is the chance.
Stay tuned! More to come!”

— from the ARRL Letter

Retiree Quiz

Q: What's the biggest gripe of retirees?

A: There is not enough time to get everything done.
Q: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors?
A: The term comes with a 10% discount.

Q: Among retirees what is considered formal
attire?

A: Tied shoes
Q: Why do retirees count pennies?
A: They are the only ones who have the time.

Q: What is the common term for someone who
enjoys work and refuses to retire?

A: NUTS!

Q: Why are retirees so slow to clean out the
basement, attic, or garage?

A: They know that as soon as they do, one of their
adult kids will want to store stuff there.

Q: What do retirees call a long lunch?

A: Normal.

Q: What is the best way to describe retirement?
A: The never ending Coffee Break.

Q: What's the biggest advantage of going back to
school as a retiree?

A: If you cut classes, no one calls your parents.

Q: Why does a retiree often say he doesn’t miss
work, but misses the people he used to work with?

A: He is too polite to tell the whole truth.

Great Malapropisms

« ‘I don't want anybody stepping on anyone
else’s thunder.”

«  “You can't pull the sheep over my eyes!”

¢ “I don’t mean to take the steam out of your
sails, but....”
e “lused to be as sharp as a button.”

« “That way | can kill two bricks with one stone.”
« “If my grandfather was alive today, he’d be turn-
ing in his grave.”

« “You can't teach an old leopard how to change
its spots.”

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet

Babysitting

We encouraged our 18-year-old daughter to find a
job to help pay for her college education.

One day she came home with five applications, and
later that evening we read them.

Under “Previous Employment,” she listed “Baby-
sitting.”

And under “Reason for Leaving” she wrote, “They
came home.”

— from David, ZL3Al, via packet

Bear Hunt

Two men went bear hunting. While one stayed in
the cabin, the other went out looking for a bear. He
soon found a huge bear and shot at it but only
wounded it. The enraged bear charged toward him.
He dropped his rifle and started running for the
cabin as fast as he could. He ran pretty fast, but the
bear was just a little faster and gained on him with
every step.

Just as he reached the open cabin door, he tripped
and fell flat. Too close behind to stop, the bear
tripped over him and went rolling into the cabin.

The man jumped up, closed the cabin door and
yelled to his friend inside: “You skin this one while |
go and get another one!”
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

April 2006

OARS CALENDAR

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

7:15 AM Breakfast at Nickelby's
600 Trosper Rd

Krds Roundup Phone

QCWA Spring QSO Party CW/
Digital/SSB

2

Kids Roundup Phone

QCWA Spring QSO
Party CW/Digital/SSB

4

:00 PM ARES Net
:30

Ié
Kt
8

PM OARS Net
00 PM Slow-Speed CW Net 3.68 MHz

DX YL to N American YL Contest CW

8

Japan Intl DX Conte-
st CW

Montana QSO Party

9

Japan Intl DX Cont-
est CW

Montana QSO Party

10

11

7:00 PM ARES Net

7:30 PM OARS Net
8:00 PM Slow-Speed CW Net 3.68 MHz

12 13

9:00 PM K6YR West
Coast Qualifying Run

DX YL to N American YL Contest Phone

14

Deadline for
Watts News
Inputs

15

Holyland DX Conte-
st CW/SSB

16

17

18

7:00 PM ARES Net
7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed CW

Net 3.68 MH

19 20

z

21

22

23

24

25

7:00 PM ARES Net
7:30 PM OARS Net

8:00 PM Slow-Speed CW

26

7:00 PM OARS Month-
ly Meeting at South
Bay Fire Station

27

28

29

Helvetia Contest
CW/SSB/Digital

Net 3.68 MHz
30 March May
) SMTWTFS SMTWTFS
Helvetia Contest — 12 3 4 —1 7 3 4 5%

CW/SSB/Digital

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

7 8

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

9 10 11 12 13

Printed by KB6LE on 3/14/2006




OARS Membership Application O AR S Meseting
Wedneday, March 22, 7 p.m.

T New Date

1 Renewal ARRL member ? . )
Call Sign License class Program: DXpedltlon Vi deotape
Name
Address

City, St. South Bay Fire Station
Home phone 3506 Shincke Road NE

Day phone
Email

Annual Dues: $20 ($25 family) — first year prorated by
number of months.

An Invitation

If you are a Ham who has received this newsletter, but

If family membership, please attach above information for

each family member. are not yet a member of OARS, you are cordially

invited to join us. Submit the membership application at

the left to OARS at PO Box 2861, Olympia WA 98507,

or bring it to an OARS meeting and see Treasurer Ed
Fitzgerald.

Sendto: OARS
PO Box 2861
Olympia, WA 98507

OARS
PO BOX 2861

OLYMPIA WA 98507

If the date
on your
address
label is

marked in
red, itis
timeto
renew!
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