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HURRY, HURRY, HURRY

By Howard M alone

y the time this newsletter is distributed, you may have already seen Bluebird pairs looking
around your nest boxes. They would appreciate (if birds can do that) a nice, dry, cleaned-out
nestbox to start the season. If we have not yet made our “spring cleaning”, we need to get with it.
Note that | wrote “we”, meaning that | still have a few nestboxes to check.

In my rounds this week, | found several boxes in bad need of repair. Several had deteriorated
tops and one had split down the side, making it unusable. Then too, either a tall tractor tire or a
random vandal had struck one box which sat on top of a fence post, completely destroying it. At
three boxes, | was met with several pairs of big round eyes as the Flying Squirrel occupants
wondered what was interrupting their sleep. It was a sight to see as they exited the nestbox,
climbed to the top of the power pole, and sailed gracefully away into the woods. | was comforted
by finding a collection of feces in several boxes, which indicated that some species of bird was
using it as a weather protected bedroom during the colder winter nights.

In addition to removing the old nest(s), inspectors may notice old wasp nests, which had made
the box unusable for the Bluebirds. It is reported that soft soap or heavy grease smeared on the
underside of the top will deter wasps, but | have had limited success with these methods.
Frequent checking and removal is the only sure wasp control method.

Poor habitat and nestbox placement may have contributed to the lack of use of your nestbox(s).
Bluebirds prefer open spaces with low growing vegetation in the area. They avoid nesting under
trees or in a box which has been overgrown by weeds or vines, as an abandoned fencerow
exhibits. If possible, | install my boxes facing generally east-southeast, away from the direction of
prevailing wind (and accompanying storms). This minimizes rain getting in and dampening the
nest and babies.

The two families of local Bluebirds are still coming daily to my suet mixture and should be in good
condition for the forthcoming breeding season. Contact me at
HowardandMissAnne@comcast.net or 693-3869 for the recipe.
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Lauren and Sheila Thead.... Newsletter

pdate on the Cunninghams: Maria and Brant had three little girls on Valentine’s Day—

Savannah Rose, Scarlet Brantley and Camille Lynn. As of this date, all three and Maria are doing
well; Savannah and Scarlet are home from the hospital. Congratulations on acquiring such a
wonderful family—and all on the same day!

To bring refreshments to the March 10, 2003
meeting:
Larry and Cecilia Gordon

Recent Sightings

These by Van McWhorter:
Sat. 2/22 (4) early! early! Purple Martins just west of Ellisville, Jones Co.

Sun. 2/23 Fox Sparrow feeding on the ground under our platform feeder.
Mon. 2/24 Adult Bald Eagle sitting on limb by the Pine Springs Ramp nest site, Okatibbee Lake.

These by Lauren Thead:
2/9 Two adult Bald Eagles soaring over causeway, Okatibbee Lake.

2/15 Brown Creeper, Hwy 493, Bailey.

2/19 Blue-headed Vireo. Twiltley Branch Campground, Okatibbee Lake.

Here's what Alan Broussard saw on his feeder recently! Hang on, Woody....

The Northern Flicker
By Lauren Thead

shrill ki-Ki-ki-ki-ki-ki breaks the silence of the forest, and a pair of fairly large brown birds with

flashes of yellow in their wings and tails alight upon a decaying stump and begin picking off little
flakes of bark.

With its flashy colors and raucous calls, the Northern Flicker is a difficult bird to miss. Itis a
permanent resident of the Southeast and can be found in a variety of habitats where deadwood is
present. Flickers often forage on the ground in search of ants and beetle larvae. In my own yard
| can sometimes see as many as six at a time, poking their bills into the dry, dead grass in search
of these insects. Flickers also feed on small fruits and will come to feeders for suet or peanuts.



At twelve and a half inches from the tip of the bill to the tip of the tail, the Northern Flicker is the
second-largest woodpecker in Mississippi. It has black bars on its brown upper parts and spots
on the under parts. A patch of gray extends from the crown to the nape, and the male bird has a
black stripe on its face. Both sexes have bright red bars on the backs of their heads. The white
rump patch and yellow underwings are conspicuous when the birds are in flight.

Northern Flickers have a variety of calls for different situations. A short peeough is used as a
contact call between related flickers. The ki-ki-ki-ki-ki is a territory advertisement, and the
flicka-flicka-flicka-flicka for which the bird was named is used during courtship and aggressive
encounters. These two longer calls can be confused with the calls of the crow-sized Pileated
Woodpecker, but, unlike the calls of this huge bird, they do not change in pitch or loudness.
Flickers drum often, sometimes choosing to do so on tin roofs at the crack of dawn, creating a
great disturbance to anyone inside the house.

Nesting occurs in spring when a pair of flickers excavate a hole in a tree, a fence post, a utility
pole or a nest box. Flicker boxes should be 16 inches tall with a 7x7-inch floor and a hole two
and a half inches in diameter. The box should be at least four feet above the ground and should
preferably be filled with sawdust so that the birds can partially satisfy their desire to excavate a
cavity. Even with all these rules, flickers apparently aren’t picky. They will use almost any box
large enough, including Wood Duck boxes. The 3-10 white eggs are incubated by the female
during the day and the male at night. They hatch in about 12 days, and the hatchlings are ready
to leave the nest in four weeks.

If your yard has the right habitat, put up a flicker box and study their behavior as they fledge their
chicks. If you already have a nesting box, continue to observe these noisy but beautiful birds
throughout the year.

Why Did | Get This Newsletter?

ecause you're an OCAS member! --Which might raise another question, of course: What on
earth is OCAS? For those of you who routinely receive this missal, you may skim through if you
wish, because of course you are already familiar with the interesting and sometimes humorous
mayhem inflicted upon you by it at monthly intervals.



This particular edition, however, has been sent to all members listed under the Okatibbee Creek
Audubon Society umbrella, which includes not just Lauderdale County but also a fairly large
surrounding area. Your joining the national Audubon Society has automatically listed you as an
OCAS member as well. We decided at a recent meeting that, for those we don’t see regularly
(and some of you whom we've never met), we wanted to give you the chance to decide whether
or not you'd like to receive the newsletter with our local events and articles.

We'd also like to tell you about OCAS, if you've never before attended a meeting. We meet on
the second Monday of every month (with special arrangements in the summer-vacation season,
so please check with a member before making firm plans to attend during that time). We
assemble in the fellowship hall (in the basement) of Trinity Presbyterian Church on Poplar
Springs Drive in Meridian, MS, at 7:00 p.m. and have light refreshments or hors d’'oeuvres before
a generally entertaining and educational presentation. We may learn how to build better
birdhouses, or identify types of warblers, or landscape our property to discourage wildfire
damage. We might watch a breathtaking nature video filmed and narrated by one of our
exceptional local artists. We could even learn about snakes and touch and observe some
brought to the meeting for close-up examination. All these programs (and more) have been
presented for the benefit of OCAS members during the past year or two. We plan field trips and
take care of business. And then we have the door prizes—plants, suet for the birds, boxes, art
items and who-knows-what-all given out just for having attended the meeting.

We would like for you to come join us, but if you can’t, we'd appreciate knowing if you want to
continue to get the newsletter. You may e-mail me at sthead@mississippi.net to indicate your
preference and say whether you don’t mind receiving it electronically. Or drop a postcard to
OCAS, 10303 Wildcat Road, Collinsville MS 39325. Otherwise, we will continue to mail the
newsletter to the regular members who've been getting it all along, and to e-mail to those who
choose to receive it over the Internet. Two of our local members are so kind as to donate some
of their web space for the posting of the newsletter each month. You may visit there as well.
http:/mywebpages.comcast.net/gl1800/ocas.html

Let us know. We'll also be looking for you on March 10. —

Note from Rich Richardson: Trinity is
located at 4223 Poplar Springs Drive.
Please use the SOUTH driveway on the
church property (the one nearer downtown
Meridian) and proceed around through the
parking lot to the back, where you may
enter the building through the double
doors. March 10 a 7:00 p.m.

Canoe Trip at Noxubee

inal arrangements are being made regarding the OCAS canoe outing at Noxubee Refuge. As
of now, it's scheduled for the 29" of March. Anyone interested in coming along needs to let me
or Andrea Dunstan at the Refuge know (Andrea_Dunstan@fws.gov) before that time so an
accurate count can be made. If you can't do the canoeing but would like to do some birdwatching
up there, come along anyway. We are to assemble at the Refuge office around noon that day.




EDITORIAL NOTE

It may occur sometimes to OCAS readers to wonder why certain things turn up in the newsletter
ahead of other items. Let us explain the very intricate and complicated process by which we
select the “lead” piece and the others: We put ‘em in in the order they're received! There! We're
just too lazy to come up with a better way. So if you'd like to see your article put first, get it to us
really really early. We are also open to blatant bribery, by the way. Chocolate is acceptable
currency.

Content OCAS, 2003.



